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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE

All who take delight in the Holy Scriptures are familiarly acquainted with the writings of The
Prophet Isaiah. Every variety of taste findsin them its appropriate gratification. Lofty conceptions,
illustrated by splendid imagery, and clothed in language usually copious and flowing, some times
abrupt, but always graceful, leave no room for hesitation to pronounce him, with Bishop Lowth,
to be “the most sublime and elegant of the Prophets of the Old Testament.” He is regarded with
peculiar veneration as an honest, fearless, and able messenger of the Most High God, boldly
reproving nobles and monarchs, denouncing the judgments of Heaven against all transgressors,
and asserting the claims of the Divine law and government above all human authority. In his
Prophecies he takes a wide range, surveys those nations which power or wealth or learning or
commerce had raised to the highest celebrity in those remote times, and describes their rise and
fall, and wonderful revolutions, so eagerly traced by usin the page of history, as the execution of
Jehovah's counsels, and the arrangements of unerring wisdom. But chiefly does he pour out rich
instruction concerning the Messiah, whose life and sufferings, and death and glorious reign, he
delineates so faithfully, and with such thrilling interest, that he has obtained the appellation of “ The
Evangelical Prophet.” To the devout reader there is added a still more powerful attraction in his
seraphic piety, which, breathing throughout all his communications, and kindling a holy flamein
the hearts of the children of God, attests the important fact, not only that in the visions of God he
reached the noblest heights of inspiration, but — which was far more valuable — that he enjoyed
habitual and intimate fellowship with The Father of Spirits.

The period during which he exercised the prophetical office is declared, in the inscription of
his Prophecies, to have been during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of
Judah. Beyond this general indication nothing certain can be obtained; for dateswere only beginning
to attract the notice of civilized nations, and had not yet been examined with such carefulness, or
denoted with such precision, as their importance demands. The Tranglator of “The Commentaries
on the Twelve Minor Prophets’ (volume 1, page 12) tells us that Isaiah flourished between 810
B.Cand 698 B.C. Thisinterval of 112 years|eaves alarge margin, which chronologers have filled
up with considerable diversity of views.

Assuming 763 B.C. to be the year in which the prophetic ministry of Isaiahisbelieved by some
to have commenced, we are led to observe this remarkable coincidence, that about thirteen years
earlier began the Grecian or Olympic era, which openswith the First Olympiad; and about ten years
later began the Roman Era, which opens with the founding of the city of Rome. This reminds us
to glance at the contemporary history of nationsunlikein their origin and progress, and in the effects
which they produced on the human race. Historians, to whom the name of despised Palestine was
scarcely known, have traced the brilliant career of those gigantic empires by which it was
overshadowed. While amidst along list of warriors, and poets, and orators, and statesmen, who
were supposed to have achieved a deathl ess fame, those empires hastened to decay, Isaiah and his
brethren the prophets were laying the foundations of the universal dominion and glorious reign of
Him who

hath on his vesture, and on his thigh, a name written, King of kings, and Lord of lords.
(Revelation 19:16.)
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During the season of highest prosperity, when the literature of Greece and Rome, which even
now exerts a powerful influence on modern Europe, enjoyed its most exalted renown, that
undisguised heathenism which disowned the government and denied the perfections of the Most
High God, presented a humiliating contrast to those noble and affecting views of the Divine nature
and attributes and works which prevailed in the land of Jehovah. The difference reminds us of one
of the plagues of Egypt; for there was spread over the nations a moral darkness,

adarknesswhich might befelt, but al the children of Isragl had light intheir dwellings. (Exodus
10:21, 23.)

Rome was proud of having reduced that favored land to the rank of one of her provinces, and
struck medalsto represent Judea sitting under a palm-tree bewailing her captivity; but the religion
of Judea, instead of being crushed and annihilated, assumed the more lovely aspect of the religion
of Jesus, and went forth conquering and to conquer.

Many of our Author’s published Commentaries were nothing else than reports of his public
L ectures. Budaeus * has explained the manner in which these reports were prepared. The language
was extemporaneous, and, had we not known his prodigious command of the Latin tongue, we
might have wondered at the elegance with which he spoke on such occasions; but his slow and
distinct utterance, as Scaliger assures us, was such as to enable an expert writer to take down the
very words which Calvin used. Two or three scribes were usually employed, and a copy, drawn
out by a comparison of their manuscripts, was submitted to the perusal of the Lecturer, who, after
making, any corrections which appeared to be necessary, attested it as afaithful record of what had
been uttered.

This Commentary has come down to usin astill more authentic shape. Not only doesthe Author
assert, in his Dedication to King Edward, which was prefixed to the First Edition, that it had been
“faithfully and skillfully compiled from his Lectures,” 2 but in his Dedication to Queen Elizabeth,
prefixed to the Second Edition, he pronounces the revision to have been so thorough and laborious,
that “it ought justly to be reckoned anew work.” 2 It ishighly gratifying to find that, in the exposition
of abook so important and extensive asthe prophecies of Isaiah, Calvin gavethefruits of hismature
judgment, while he was in the full vigor of his age.

Clement Cotton trandated this Commentary into English from the French Version, in 16009.
Histrandation, though not altogether suitable to modern taste, isfaithful, vigorous, idiomatic, and
not inelegant. To thisvolumeis prefixed his Title-page and “Epistle Dedicatorie,” together with a
curious“ Epigram,” in which a physician of that period expresses his warm admiration of the great
Reformer.

In the concluding volume of this Commentary will be given a Literal Trandation Of Calvin's
Latin Version, and copious Indices similar to those which have already appeared in the other
Commentaries.

th
Auchterarder, 17 May, 1850.

See Commentaries on the Twelve Minor Prophets —p. xxiv.
Seep. xix.
3 See p. xvi.
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TO THE HIGH AND MIGHTY PRINCE,

HENRIE

PRINCE OF GREAT BRITAIN,
SON AND HEIRE APPARANT TO OUR

SOVEREIGN LORD, JAMESKING OF GREAT BRITAIN, ETC

AND TO THE MOST NOBLE AND
VERTVOVS PRINCESS,

THE LADY ELIZABETHS

GRACE, HisHighneffe moft dear e Sifter; all honour and happineffe, with eternall glorie

through Chrift lesvs.

Most gracious and renowned Princes, hauing translated out of French into our English tongue
the booke of the prophecy of Isaiah, interpreted and expounded by Master John Calvin, of reverend
memory: | humbly craue that it may be published under your most Princely names and protection.
The reason of this my humble petition is, that the honour of so noble awork may not be imbased
by the means of my endevours. This Prophet, by birth, was the son of Amos, esteemed by many to
have been brother to Azarias King of Judah, and Father in law to King Manasses: which being so,
this Prophet was by birth of the blood Royal, and descended of the house of David, which for the
promise of Christ to come of him, was the most noble house of al the Kings of the earth. Being so
borne, his education could not be but Princely, and his bringing up in all good learning, wisdom,
virtue, and honour. His spiritual graces, not attained unto by ordinary means, but inspired into him
immediately by the Spirit of God, were excellent. This appeareth particularly in the sixth Chapter
of this Prophet, declaring that an Angel of God saith a burning coal taken from the Lords Altar,
and laid to the mouth of the Prophet, refined his lips and his tongue, that they became pure and
precious as the finest Gold. The sameis manifest in all the book of his Prophecy; wherein both the
light and the heat of that heavenly fire appeareth. For he not only declared thewill of God sincerely,
according to the law and testimony delivered to Moses, but also foreshewed the future events of
the Kingdom of Judah, and of all the flourishing states and Kingdoms of histime.

He Prophecied also of the birth of Jesus Christ, asif he had been taught by the Angel Gabriel;
who brought the annunciation and message of it to the blessed Virgin his mother. Of his passion
and death he spake, as if with the Apostle John he had stood by when he was crucified. His
resurrection he described, as if with all the Apostles he had stood upon Mount Olive, where the
Lord took the cloud of Gloriaas his heavenly Chariot to ascend and goes up to his Father. His zeal
and indignation against sinisevident every where, in his sharp reproofs of the offenses of all estates.

Finally, the book of his Prophecy beareth written in the head of it the names of four Kings, in
whose time he prophesied; and before whom as avessel of gold he bare the name of God with great
honour. All which things being royal, it seemed to me most convenient that his book should still
bear inthefront of it the names of Princes. And as he foreshewed that Kings should be Fosterfathers,
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and Queenes Nurces of the Church of Christ, so my desire was that his book might be published
under the names and protection of Christian Princes.

Moreover, | wasled hereunto by the example of thisInterpreter, whose exposition upon I saiahs
prophesie | trandate; namely, of M. John Calvin, aman in histime of excellent piety and learning;
and one of the great lights, whereby it hath pleased God both to chase away the errors of popery,
as the darkness of the shadow of death; and to cause his marvelous and comfortable light of the
Gospel to shine unto this present age. For he dedicated hisfirst exposition of this book to the young
Prince, King Edward the sixth, of famous memory, for the princely graces, for the zealous love of
true religion, and of a heroical virtues, wherewith in his young years he raised an admirable
expectation of future glory, if his precious life had long continued. He was also most worthily
renowned with highest glory, for that gracious reformation in religion, which was established by
his regal authority, and which our English Church at this day with great comfort doth enjoy, under
the happy government of our Sovereign Lord the King, your most noble and renowned Father.

Furthermore, the same Author setting out again this Commentary, amplified and enlarged, he
dedicated this second edition to our late most gracious Queen Elizabeth, worthy of eternal memory
in this Kingdom, for the reestablishing (after afew years alteration) of the zealous reformation of
her most virtuous brother. Which exampl e hath led me in most humble manner to seek for the same
work, the high patronage and protection of such Princes, like those to whom he presented this his
service.

To whom | know none so like as your selves, both in regard of your high estate, and also in
like most noble descent from the united houses of Y orke and L ancaster. Besides which resemblance,
your Highness also is of like years to the young Prince King Edward, and in the eyes of all the
kingdom, of like hope of excellent virtue and zeal ous proceedings in the advancement of Christian
religion.

In like manner your Grace resembl eth the most gracious late Queen Elizabeth, both in her royal
name, and also in the constant expectation of all men, to expressintimeall the princely virtuesand
graces that shined in that most renowned Princess, from this Western part of the world, to the
furthest East, and to the rising of the Sun.

In which respects, esteeming such a dedication, most like that which my author made of his
ownwork, | have most humbly craved that this my trand ation of it might bee vouchsafed the honour
to have your Princely nameswritten in the beginning of it. For notwithstanding the great difference
that is between areverend learned writer and expounded of the holy Scriptures, and the tranglator
of such all expositions yet this mean service hath also his good use in the Church of God; and is
of long and tedious labour to such as take pains therein; which being graciously accepted, may
encourage others to travel in this kind, and cause many to give thanks to God for you both, by
whose most princely favours and protection, they are made partakers of such worthy writings. And
| shall aways pray Almighty God, with this new year, to multiply many more upon you, and daily
replenish your hearts with all princely and heroical graces, that may enable and adorn Princes of
so his estates, amongst this people.

Y our Highness, and Graces most humbly devoted, in al loyal and dutiful Affection,

Clement Cotton
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AN EPIGRAM UPON THE TRANSLATION

of

M. CALVIN'S COMMENTARY
UPON THE PROPHECY OF |SAIAH.

Thrice happy (England) if thou knewest thy bliss,
Since Christ’s eternal Gospel in thee shined
Thou art. His beetle-blind that sees not this,
Brutishly ingrate that with a thankful mind

Doth not acknowledge Gods great Grace herein,
And learn thereby for to forsake hissin.
God’ sword hath long in thee been soundly taught,
The sound thereof hath rung throughout the Land,

And many a Soul by Fishers net been caught,
Which erst lay thrall in Satan’s cruel band:
Thisfavour great by none can be expressed,
But such as haveit felt in their own breast.

Thy native sonsin thine own bowels bred,
Like faithful Shepherds have done worthily,
And thee with store of heavenly Manna fed,
Forcing the Wolves to leave their cruelty,
To dink aside, and hide themselvesin holes,
In caves and dells, like pur-blind Backs and Moles.
Tyndall, Frith, Philpot, father Latimer,
The Gospel preached by word, by life, by death:
Ivel, Fox, Reynolds, Fulk, and Whitaker

To second them have spent their vital breath.

In hot pursuit of that great Romish Bore,
Who spoiled quite this English vine before.
| spare to speak of Deerings silver voice,

Of Greenhams zeal, of Perkins labours sound,

Of hundreds more of Zion-builders choice,
The like whereof can scarce el sewhere be found:
Such ground-work they of Gods truth here have placed
As never shall by Helswhole force be raz.

Besides all these, of Sorrel Lightsthe chief,
Beza, and Vrinus, many other more,
Martyr, Musculus, for thy more relief
Are seen in English weed abroad to go
From place to placein every Shire and Torwne,
To teach the Truth and throw all Errors down.
And here presented is unto thy sight
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The Royal Prophet Esaias Evangel:
For so methinks| may it terme aright,
That Prince of holy Prophets doth so well,
So likely Christ’s whole history presage,
Asif h’ had lived in that same very Age.
Whose Oracles great Calvin doth unfold
In thine own native Tongue for thy Souls health.
Here maist thou gather precious Stones and Gold,
And store up heaps of Heavenly lasting wealth;
Here maist thou find with very little Pain
Which would’ st not lose for thousand Worlds again.
Here maist thou see the black-mouthed Atheists
Confounded quite by Demonstration clear;
The cunning Papist put unto his shifts,
And made in hisright Coloursto appear;
Here' s Christ, his Truth, and Life, thee set before,
Heavens Gates set open wide: what would’ st thou more?
By Francnis Hering, Doctor in Physic.
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TO HER SERENE HIGHNESS,

NOT LESSILLUSTRIOUSBY HER OWN VIRTUESTHAN BY THE SPLENDOR OF
ROYALTY,

ELIZABETH, QUEEN OF ENGLAND ETC.

Although, in making improvements on this Commentary, | have bestowed so much care and
industry, most noble Queen, that it ought justly to be reckoned anew work, yet, asin thefirst edition
it was dedicated to your brother King Edward, who, though a youth, greatly excelled the men of
his age, and whom | wish to be held in remembrance by posterity, as he deserves, | had intended
to make no change in that dedication. But since, amidst that wretched and lamentable dispersion
of the Church and oppression of pure doctrine, which raged with prodigious violence for a short
period, this book, together with the whole doctrine of true godliness, was banished from England
for atime, but now, | trust, favored by your happy reign, will be restored to its former privileges,
| thought that there would be no impropriety if to the name of a most excellent king | should join
your own name, which isregarded by all good men with not |ess esteem and satisfaction. Not only
was an opportunity offered, but necessity appeared to demand, that |1 should obtain your full
protection to this Commentary, the banishment of which, | am aware, was beheld by agreat number
of your godly subjects with deep sorrow.

Yet it isnot so much my object to be favored with your countenance in my personal labors, as
humbly to entreat, and by the sacred name of Christ to implore, not only that, through your kindness,
all orthodox books may again be welcomed and freely circulated in England, but that your chief
care may be directed to promote religion, which has fallen into shameful neglect. And if thisis
justly demanded from all kings of the earth by the Only-begotten Son of God, by a still more sacred
tie does he hold you bound, most noble Queen, to perform this duty; for when even you, though a
king' s daughters were not exempted from that dreadful storm which fell with severity on the heads
of all the godly, by the wonderful manner in which he brought you out safe, though not unmoved
by the fear of danger, he has laid you under obligation to devote yourself and all your exertionsto
his service. So far are you from having any reason to be ashamed of this deliverance that God has
given you large and abundant grounds of boasting, by confirming you to the image of his Son, on
whom the Prophet | sai ah bestows this among other commendations, that from prison and judgment
(Isaiah 53:8) he was raised to the loftiest height of heavenly dominion.

As it is no ordinary honor to resemble such a model, so whenever you recollect, what ought
never to be forgotten by you, from what wretched and fearful trembling God rescued you, by openly
stretching out his hand, remember also that it was done for the express purpose that you, on the
other hand, should, with invincible determination and unshaken firmness of mind, acknowledge
your obligation to your Protector and Redeemer, and, laying aside all other kinds of business, a
vast number of which | have no doubt, will crowd upon you at the commencement of your reign,
labor to have hisworship, which for atime was basely and disgracefully corrupted in that kingdom,
restored to its former splendor. And if Satan, by presenting many and powerful obstructions,
endeavor to producefear or dothfulness, you are well aware from whom you ought to ask boldness
to go steadily forward and to vanquish al opposition; and God, who bestows his blessing on the
actions of private individuals, will not fail to grant a happy and desirable issue to his work.
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Y ou ought also to be stimulated, venerable Queen, by a sacred regard to duty; for the Prophet
Isaiah demands not only from Kings that they be nursing-fathers, but also from Queens that they
be nursing-mothers. (Isaiah 49:23.) This duty you ought to discharge, not only by removing the
filth of Popery, and by cherishing the flock which not long ago lay trembling and concealed, but
by gathering the exiles who chose rather to part with the advantages of their native country than to
remain in it so long as godliness was banished from it. This will be the crowning proof of your
gratitude to God, and a sacrifice of most delightful savor, that the faithful worshippers of God,
who, on account of their profession of the Gospel, were constrained to wander far and wide through
distant countries, shall now, through your kindness, be restored to their native country. We, too, in
whom that mournful spectacle awakened, as it ought to have done, the most poignant grief, have
abundant cause for rejoicing, and for congratul ating you, when, through the gracious exercise of
your royal will, we see the way opened for the return of our brethren, not only to be at liberty to
worship God in your Majesty’ s dominions, but to render assistance to others.

And now, most noble Queen, if you shall be gracioudly pleased, as| trust you will, not to disdain
this testimony of my respect for you, which some would perhaps reckon to be trivial and of little
value, | shall esteem it to be no ordinary kindness, and will endeavor through my whole life to
testify my gratitude by every meansin my power.

May the Lord guide you, most illustrious Queen, by the Spirit of wisdom, uphold you with
invincible courage, protect and enrich your Highness with every kind of blessings!

Geneva, 15th January; the day which, it was reported, had been fixed for your coronation; on
which account | more gladly set myself to write, having partially recovered from an attack of quartan

ague.
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TO HIS SERENE HIGHNESS,
EDWARD SIXTH, KING OF ENGLAND, ETC.

A TRULY CHRISTIAN PRINCE.

JOHN CALVIN.

Though | acknowledge that this Commentary has been faithfully and skillfully compiled from
my Lectures, yet, asit was drawn up by another person, | was at first afraid, most illustrious King,
that if it should appear in public bearing your name on the Dedication, | might be thought not to
have acted properly towardsyour Mgjesty. But this doubt was removed chiefly by one consideration,
that as a Prophet who was of royal descent, and a most noble ambassador of Christ, the supreme
King, is highly appropriate to your rank, so the labor which | had bestowed on the explanation of
his Prophecies would be accepted and valued by your Majesty. His experience made him acquainted
with five kings exceedingly unlike each other in their dispositions, to whom in uninterrupted
succession he officiated asateacher; and it is unnecessary to inform you which of these you should
chiefly select for imitation, or to exhort you to that which you show that you are already sufficiently
willing to do.

Uzziah and Jotham were favorable to him, though they were not so courageous as they ought
to have been in maintaining the worship of God. His chief contest was with Ahaz, not indeed as
an open enemy, but as a cunning hypacrite full of fraud and dissimulation. The servants of God
cannot have amore dangerous class of enemies. His successor, Hezekiah, not only treated the holy
man with reverence, but modestly submitted to his doctrine like one of the common people, and,
what is still more, endured patiently severe reproof when it was found necessary. Manasseh, who
was the last of them, and whom a strongly supported Jewish tradition represents as having been
his son-in-law, subjected him to a frightful kind of torture, and wickedly put him to death. But at
the very time when he received assistance from those who were not bad kings, and even during the
reign of Hezekiah himself, who was so valiant a supporter of godliness, he never ceased to be
harassed by sharp and troublesome disputes, and to undergo severe conflicts, so hard and uncommon
isit for men to assent to sound doctrine; and not only so, but they who resolve to discharge the
prophetical office honestly and faithfully must carry on a continual war with the world. The more
earnestly ought godly kingsto labor to aid the servants of God by their countenance, that they may
not be distressed beyond measure by the insolence of the ungodly.

But asthisvirtue is excellent and truly heroic, so, if you search the history of all ages from the
beginning of the world, it has been uncommon, and there have been very few by whom it was
cultivated. Many have indolently and carelessly, asif it had been a matter with which they had no
concern, allowed the truth of God to be crushed without making any resistance. But the greater part
have been openly hostile, and have opposed it with violence and rage; and would that they who at
the present day profess to be Christians were as earnest in upholding the doctrine of salvation as
they are haughty in boasting of the name!

Not to mention others, it may justly be regarded as no ordinary consolation amidst the present
distresses of the Church, that God has raised you up and endowed you with such excellent abilities
and dispositionsfor defending the cause of godliness, and that you so diligently render that obedience
to God in this matter which you know that he accepts and approves. For although the affairs of the

10
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kingdom are hitherto conducted by your counsellors, and although your Majesty’ s most illustrious
uncle, the Duke of Sommerset, and many others, have religion so much at heart, that they labor
diligently, as they ought to do, in establishing it; yet in your own exceptions you go so far beyond
them all asto make it very manifest that they receive no small excitement from the zeal which they
observein you. Not only are you celebrated for possessing a hoble disposition, and some seeds of
virtues, (which at so early an age is usually thought to be remarkable,) but for a maturity of those
virtues far beyond your years, which would be singularly admired, as well as praised, at a very
advanced age. Your piety especialy is so highly applauded, that the Prophet Isaiah, | am fully
convinced, will have one that will regard him with as much reverence, now that he is dead, as
Hezekiah did when he was dlive.

As to the advantage which you will derive from the work, it is better that you learn that from
your own perusal, and | have made some observations on that subject in the Preface. Thereisonly
one point on which | have resolved to say a few words to your Majesty. After having proclaimed
God' sjust complaintsagainst an ungrateful people, and threatened against the Jews such puni shment
astheir base apostasy and inveterate rebel lion deserved, that the time was at hand when they should
be brought into a state of frightful desolation, the Prophet next speaks of a new and amazing
restoration of the Church, and promises that henceforth God will secure that, in spite of enemies,
it shall always be in a happy and flourishing condition.

Such gladness and prosperity was tasted by those who, after their return from the captivity in
Babylon, having set up their altars for sacrifices, could form the expectation of higher blessings
than those which they at that time enjoyed; just as we, by beholding the dawn, are led to expect
that the rising of the sun will soon follow. But when, in the brightness of his Gospel, Christ, the
Sun of Righteousness, arose, al that had been so eloquently described by the revelations of the
Prophet was far exceeded by the event. Within a short time the knowledge of the true God was
spread almost throughout the whole world. Pure religion, which formerly lay despised in Judea, as
inadark corner, was circulated through all nations and provinces, and began to be honored in such
amanner, that innumerable tongues, in harmony of faith, called on God.

Having collected churches in various places, the Son of God erected his roya throne in a
conspicuous situation, where it might be beheld from the rising to the setting of the sun. The
churches, endowed with extraordinary gifts of the Spirit, not only obtained prodigious
communications of the divine goodness, but were themselves striking exhibitions of astonishing
power, which even the blind could perceive. And although the Son of God reigned under the Cross,
yet, amidst the arduous conflicts of persecutions, his glory shone brighter, and his triumphs were
more splendid than if the Church had enjoyed undisturbed prosperity. At length, the haughty loftiness
of the Roman empire, yielding submission to Christ, became a di stinguished ornament of the house
of God.

But the continuance of this prosperity was prevented by the malice and ingratitude of men; and
thus the Spouse of Christ, deprived of so costly arobe, degraded from so high arank, and stripped
of such gorgeous raiment, was afterwards reduced to an unsightly and wretched condition. Some
remains, indeed, God preserved, asit were in places of concealment; but, as to the external beauty
of the Church, nothing but desolation, confusion, and dispersion, wasto be seen for many centuries.
And we see how, at this very day, the Roman Antichrist, far and wide usurping and tyrannizing
over the sanctuary of God, tears, crushes, and tramples under hisfeet all that belonged to God. For
sincethe purity of doctrineisthere corrupted by monstrous errors, since shocking murder has come
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into the room of lawful government, since the sacraments arein part debased by gross corruptions,
and in part exposed to disgraceful sale, what but melancholy ruin is left of the true and natural
beauty of the spiritual building?

Yet in our age, contrary to the expectation of al, the Lord hath again begun to raise up that
which was fallen, (Amos 9:11,) that there might at least be left among us an outline of the true
temple, in which God should be worshipped with purity, and according to the requirements of the
Gospel. Some inconsiderable persons, taken from the common people, have been selected by him
as his architects, to promote this work by pure doctrine. It is, indeed, an arduous and extensive
work, though Satan should give us no annoyance. But now that he employs every expedient for
breaking down the Church, as soon as any portion of it has been erected, what wonder isit if we
have great and sorrowful toil, and make small and feeble progress?

Accordingly, the haughty tyrants scorn us, asif, in our endeavors to overthrow the tyranny of
the Roman See, we were laboring to overturn Olympus. Those clever and ingenious men (as they
imagine themselves to be) indulge in ridiculing our perseverance, in laboring hard to restore the
condition of the Church, as if anything fixed or permanent could be obtained. They imagine that
they have so solid afoundation, and are so well defended on all sides, that it would be as difficult
to destroy Popery as to mingle heaven and earth. But the opinions of those men are somewhat
various. Therefractoriness of the world being too great to admit of being placed under any restraint,
they hold that we labor in vain when we seek to correct vices, and to promote a pure and faithful
administration of the Church.

Thewitticism of Erasmusiswell known. “Whom does Capito expect to be histenth successor?’
He could not deny that Wolfgang Capito was a holy man, and labored with the purest motives to
reform the Church; but being convinced that it isidlefor the ministers of Christ to struggleto correct
the wickedness of the world as if they were endeavoring to cause the rivers to run in a contrary
direction, Erasmus, imitating the custom of lazy philosophers, represented all of us, in the person
of one man, as chargeable with inconsiderate zeal. But on both sides they are greatly mistaken in
not considering that, when we repair the ruins of the Church, we give our labors to the Lord, in
obedience to hislaws and injunctions, and yet the restoration of the Church is his own work. Nor
is it without good reason that this is taught in every part of Scripture, and that it is so earnestly
enforced by the Prophet Isaiah. Remembering this doctrine, therefore, and relying on the assistance
of God, let us not hesitate to undertake a work which is far beyond our own strength, and let no
obstacle turn aside or discourage us, so as to abandon our undertaking.

And here | expressly call upon you, most excellent King, or rather, God himself addresses you
by the mouth of hisservant Isaiah, charging you to proceed, to the utmost of your ability and power,
in carrying forward the restoration of the Church, which has been so successfully begun in your
kingdom. First, you daily read and hear that this duty is enjoined on you in the kingdom over which
you rule. More especialy Isaiah, as | have said, calls Kings the nursing-fathers of the Church,
(Isaiah 49:23,) and does not permit them to withhold that assistance which her afflicted condition
demands. Nor ought your mind to be dightly affected by the consideration, that the Prophet
pronounces awoe on all kings and nations who refuse to give her their support. Next, your Majesty
sees plainly what is urgently demanded by the times. Though you may not have great success in
your labors, yet, knowing that thisworship is acceptable to God, and isasacrifice of most delightful
savor, you ought not to be turned aside from your purpose by any event, however calamitous.
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Seeing, therefore, that God exhorts you to be courageous, and at the same time promises success,
why should you not cheerfully obey him when he calls?

In another passage | saiah says, Preparethe way, preparethe way for my people. (Isaiah 62:10.)
It iswell known how hopeless was the return of the captives to their native country. Nor did this
event take place at that time; but the Prophet, beholding by the Spirit what posterity some time
afterwardswould actually enjoy, lest any of the godly should be disheartened by so sad aspectacle,
meets them beforehand with the assurance that there would be no kind of obstructions so powerful
and formidable that God would not break through them to deliver his Church. Not less do we need
at this day to be cheered by consolation.

It is of high importance, most noble King, that you should be stimulated to activity by the
consideration of the duty enjoined on you; for | saiah exhortsall kingsand magistrates, in the person
of Cyrus, to stretch forth their hand to the Church, when in distress, to restore her to her former
condition. Yet there is this difference between your condition and that of Cyrus, that he who was
astranger to the Lord’ sflock never was expressly taught freely and willingly to come forward and
undertaketo be adefender of the Church; but to you, to whom the L ord has not only given adoption,
but has likewise assigned a distinguished place among his sons, the Prophet may be said to stretch
out his hand and call you to this office. So much the more boldly and resolutely ought you, noble
King, to proceed in this course.

The matter is, as | have said, full of great difficulties; and still greater are the annoyances by
which it is attended, and the dangers in which it is involved; for Satan never ceases to employ
innumerabl e expedients, if in any way he may succeed in subverting or destroying the holy temple
of God; and sometimes God intends to make trial of our steadfastness by such attacks. But if you
lay it down as a settled principle, that there is nothing which you and your most excellent Council
have hitherto undertaken, or are now performing, for restoring the condition of the Church, which
is not supported by the authority of God, you will unquestionably feel how wonderfully he
accomplishes al those things which he gives in charge to his servants. From this happy result
England will derive inestimable advantage; and we, too, will congratulate you on your prosperity,
and that of your whole kingdom. Meanwhile, | shall aid those holy exertions by my prayers, as it
ismy duty to do, since | have nothing better to offer you.

Farewell, most illustrious King! may the Lord prosper and preserve your Majesty for a long
period, aid and guide you by his Holy Spirit, and blessyou in all things! — Amen.

Geneva, 25th December, 1550.
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THE PREFACE TO THE PROPHET
|ISAIAH

BY JOHN CALVIN

It is customary to make a great number of statements and dissertations about the office of the
Prophets. But, in my opinion, the shortest way of treating this subject isto trace the Prophetsto the
Law, from which they derived their doctrine, like streams from afountain; for they placed it before
them as their rule, so that they may be justly held and declared to be its interpreters, who utter
nothing but what is connected with the Law. Now, the Law consists chiefly of three parts: first, the
doctrine of life; secondly, threatenings and promises; thirdly, the covenant of grace, which, being
founded on Christ, contains within itself all the special promises. As to ceremonies, they were
religious exercises which strengthened the attachment of the people to the worship of God and to
godliness, and consequently were added to the First Table. The Prophets, therefore, enter more
largely into the illustration of doctrine, and explain more fully what is briefly stated in the Two
Tables, and lay down what the Lord chiefly requires from us. Next, the threatenings and promises,
which Moses had proclaimed in general terms, are applied by them to their own time and minutely
described. Lastly, they express more clearly what M oses says more obscurely about Christ and his
grace, and bring forward more copious and more abundant proofs of the free covenant.

To make this matter still more clear, we must go alittle farther back, to the Law itself, which
the Lord prescribed as a perpetual rule for the Church, to be always in the hands of men, and to be
observed by every succeeding age. Perceiving that there was danger lest an ignorant and
undisciplined nation should need something more than the doctrine delivered by Moses, and that
the nation could scarcely be restrained without the use of atighter rein, God forbids them to consult
magicians or soothsayers, augurs or diviners; enjoins them to be satisfied with his doctrine alone;
but at the same time he likewise adds that he will take care that there shall never be wanting a
Prophet in Israel. He does this purposely, with the view of meeting an objection which the people
might have brought forward, that their condition would be worse than that of the infidels, all of
whom had their priests of various orders, their soothsayers, augurs, astrologers, Chaldeans, and
such like, whom they had it in their power to visit and consult, but that they would have no one to
aid them by hisadviceinintricate and difficult matters. In order, therefore, to deprive them of every
pretense, and to hinder them from polluting themsel ves by the abominabl e practices of the Gentiles,
God promisesthat he will raise up Prophets, (Deuteronomy 18:15,) by whom he will make known
his will, and who shall faithfully convey the message which he has entrusted to them; so that in
future there will be no reason to complain that they are in want of anything. There is an exchange
(etépwoatg) of the plural for the singular number, when he uses the word Prophet; for although, as
it is expressly interpreted by Peter, (Acts 3:22,) that passage relates literally and chiefly to Christ,
(because heisthe head of the Prophets, and all of them depend on him for their doctrine, and with
one consent point to him,) yet it relates also to the rest of the Prophets, and includes them under a
collective name.

When he promised to give them Prophets, by whom he would make known hiswill and purpose,
the Lord commanded the people to rely on their interpretations and doctrine. And yet it was not
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