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“My Brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various temptations;
knowing this, that the trying of your faith works patience. But
let patience have her perfect work, that you may be perfect
and complete, lacking nothing.”

James 1:2-4.

JAMES calls the converted among the 12 tribes, his Brethren. Christi-
anity has a great uniting power—it both discovers and creates relation-
ships among the sons of men. It reminds us of the ties of Nature and
binds us with the bonds of Grace. Everyone that is born of the Spirit of
God is Brother to every other that is born of the same Spirit. Well may we
be called Brethren, for we are redeemed by one blood! We are partakers of
the same life; we feed upon the same heavenly food; we are united to the
same living Head—we seek the same ends; we love the same Father—we
are heirs of the same promises and we shall dwell forever together in the
same Heaven! Therefore, let brotherly love continue; let us love one an-
other fervently with a pure heart and manifest that love, not in words
only, but in deed and in truth.

Whatever brotherhood may be a sham, let the Brotherhood of Believers
be the most real thing beneath the stars. Beginning with this word,
“Brethren,” James shows a true brotherly sympathy with Believers in their
trials—and this is a main part of Christian fellowship. “Bear you one an-
other’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.” If we are not tempted,
ourselves, at this moment, others are—let us remember them in our
prayers, for in due time our turn will come—and we shall be put into the
crucible. As we would desire to receive sympathy and help in our hour of
need, let us render it freely to those who are now enduring trial. Let us
remember those that are in bonds, as bound with them, and those that
suffer affliction as being, ourselves, in the body.

Remembering the trials of his Brethren, James tries to cheer them and,
therefore, he says, “My Brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various
temptations.” It is a part of our high calling to rise ourselves into confi-
dence. And it is also our duty to see that none of our Brethren despond,
much less despair. The whole tendency of our holy faith is to elevate and
to encourage. Grace breeds no sorrow except the healthy sorrow which
comes with saving repentance and leads to the joy of pardon—it comes
not to make men miserable, but to wipe all tears from their eyes! Our
dream is not of devils descending a dreary staircase to Hell, but of angels
ascending and descending upon a ladder, the top of which leads to the
shining Throne of God!

The message of the Gospel is one of joy and gladness and were it uni-
versally understood and received, this world would be no longer a wilder-
ness, but it would rejoice and blossom as the rose! Let Grace reign in all
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2 All Joy in All Trials Sermon #1704
hearts and this earth will become a temple filled with perpetual song—
even the trials of life will become causes of the highest joy—so beautifully
described by James as, “all joy,” as if every possible delight were crowded
into it. Blessed be God, it is our work not to upbraid, but to cheer all the
Brotherhood—we walk in a light which glorifies everything upon which it
falls and turns losses into gains! We are able, in sober earnest, to speak
with the afflicted and bid them be patient under the chastening hand of
God. Yes, to count it all joy when they fall into various temptations be-
cause those trials will work out for them such signal, such lasting good,
they may be well content to sow in tears since they are sure to reap in joy!

Without further preface we will come, at once, to the text and observe
that in speaking about affliction—for that is the subject of the text—the
Apostle notes, first, the essential point which is assailed by temptation,
namely, your faith. Your faith is the target that all the arrows are shot at.
The furnace is kindled for the trial of your faith. Notice, secondly, the in-
valuable blessing which is thus gained, namely, the proving of your faith,
discovering whether it is the right faith or not. This proof of our faith is a
blessing of which I cannot speak too highly. Then, thirdly, we may not
overlook the priceless virtue which is produced by this process of testing,
namely, patience—for the proving of your faith produces patience—and
this is the soul’s surest enrichment.

Lastly, in connection with that patience, we shall note the spiritual
completeness which is thus promoted—*“That you may be perfect and en-
tire, lacking nothing.” Perhaps you have noticed the little variations I have
made in the text, but I am now following the Revised Version which gives
an admirable rendering. I will read it. “Count it all joy, my Brethren, when
you fall into manifold temptations; knowing that the proof of your faith
works patience. And let patience have its perfect work, that you may be
perfect and entire, lacking in nothing.”

I. First, let us think a little UPON THE ESSENTIAL POINT WHICH IS
ASSAILED by temptation or trial. It is your faith which is tried. It is sup-
posed that you have faith. You are not the people of God, you are not truly
Brethren unless you are Believers. It is this faith of yours which is pecu-
liarly obnoxious to Satan and to the world which lies in the Wicked One. If
you had no faith, they would not be enemies of yours. But faith is the
mark of the chosen of God and, therefore, His foes become the foes of all
the faithful, spitting their venom specially upon their faith. God, Himself,
has put enmity between the serpent and the woman—between the ser-
pent’s seed and the woman’s Seed—and that enmity must show itself.

The serpent bites at the heel of the true seed and, therefore, mocking,
persecutions, temptations and trials are sure to beset the pathway to
faith. The hand of faith is against all evil and all evil is against faith! Faith
is that blessed Grace which is most pleasing to God and, therefore, it is
the most displeasing to the devil. By faith God is greatly glorified and,
therefore, by faith Satan is greatly annoyed. He rages at faith because he
sees, there, his own defeat and the victory of Grace. Because the trial of
your faith brings honor to the Lord, therefore the Lord, Himself, is sure to
try it that out of its trial praise may come to His Grace by which faith is
sustained! Our chief end is to glorify God—and if our trials enable us
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more fully to answer the end of our being—it is well that they should hap-
pen to us.

So early in our discourse we see reason to count it all joy when we fall
into manifold temptations. It is by our faith that we are saved, justified
and brought near to God and, therefore, it is no marvel that it is attacked!
It is by believing in Christ that we are delivered from the reigning power of
sin and receive power to become the sons of God. Faith is as vital to salva-
tion as the heart is vital to the body—therefore the javelins of the enemy
are mainly aimed at this essential Grace. Faith is the standard bearer and
the objective of the enemy is to strike him down that the battle may be
gained. If the foundations are removed, what can the righteous do? If the
cable can be snapped, where will the vessel drift?

All the powers of darkness which are opposed to right and truth are
sure to fight against our faith and manifold temptations will march in
their legions against our confidence in God. It is by our faith that we live—
we began to live by it and continue to live by it, for—“the just shall live by
faith.” Once let faith go and our life is gone! Therefore it is that the powers
which war against us make their main assault upon this royal castle, this
key of the whole position. Faith is your jewel, your joy, your glory! And the
thieves who haunt the pilgrim way are all in league to tear it from you.
Hold fast, therefore, to this, your choice treasure!

It is by faith, too, that Christians perform exploits. If men of old worked
daring and heroic deeds, it was by faith. Faith is the fighting principle and
the conquering principle—therefore it is Satan’s policy to slay it even as
Pharaoh sought to kill the male children when Israel dwelt in Egypt. Rob a
Christian of his faith and he will be like Samson when his locks were cut
away—the Philistines will be upon him and the Lord will have departed
from him. Marvel not if the full force of the current shall beat upon your
faith, for it is the foundation of your spiritual house! Oh that your faith
may abide steadfast and unmovable in all present trials, so that it may be
found true in the hour of death and in the day of judgment! Woe unto that
man whose faith fails him in this land of peace, for what will he do in the
swelling of Jordan?

Now, think of how faith is tried. According to the text we are said to fall
into “manifold temptations” or into “various temptations”—that is to say,
we may expect very many and very different troubles. In any case, these
trials will be most real. The 12 tribes to whom this Epistle was written
were an especially tried people, for in the first place they were, as Jews,
greatly persecuted by all other nations. And when they became Chris-
tians, they were cruelly persecuted by their own people. A Gentile convert
was somewhat less in peril than a Jewish Christian, for the latter was
crushed between the upper and nether millstones of Paganism and Juda-
ism.

The Israelite Christian was usually so persecuted by his own kin that
he had to flee from them. And where could he go, for all other people ab-
horred the Jews? We are not in such a plight, but God’s people, even to
this day, will find that trial is no sham word. The rod in God’s house is no
toy to play with! The furnace, believe me, is no mere place of extra warmth
to which you may soon accustom yourself—it is often heated seven times
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hotter, like the furnace of Nebuchadnezzar—and God’s children are made
to know that the fire burns and devours. Our temptations are no inven-
tions of nervousness nor hobgoblins of dreamy fear.

You have heard of the patience of Job—his was real patience, for his af-
flictions were real. Could each tried Believer among us tell his own story, I
do not doubt we would convince all who heard us that the troubles and
temptations which we have endured are no fictions of romance, but must
be ranked among the stern realities of actual life. Yes, and note, too, that
the trials of Christians are such as would, in themselves, lead us into sin,
for I take it that our translators would not have placed the word, “tempta-
tion,” in the text—and the Revisionists would not have retained it—if they
had not felt that there was a coloring of temptation in its meaning and
that, “trial,” was hardly the word.

The natural tendency of trouble is not to sanctify, but to induce sin. A
man is very apt to become an unbeliever under affliction—that is a sin. He
is apt to murmur against God under it—that is a sin. He is apt to put
forth his hand to some evil way of escaping from his difficulty—and that
would be sin. Hence we are taught to pray, “Lead us not into temptation,”
because trial has, in itself, a measure of temptation—and if it were not
neutralized by abundant Grace it would lead us towards sin. I suppose
that every test must have, in it, a measure of temptation. The Lord cannot
be tempted of evil, neither tempts He any man, but this is to be under-
stood of His end and design. He entices no man to do evil, but yet He tries
the sincerity and faithfulness of men by placing them where sin comes in
their way—and does its best or its worst to ensnare them—His design be-
ing that the uprightness of His servants may thus be proved, both to
themselves and others.

We are not taken out of this world of temptation, but we are kept in it
for our good. Because our nature is depraved, it makes occasions for sin,
both out of our joys and our trials. But by Grace we overcome the ten-
dency of nature and so derive benefit from tribulation. Do I not speak to
many here, who, at times, feel strong impulses towards evil, especially in
the darksome hour when the spirit of evil walks abroad? Have you not
been made to tremble for yourselves in season of fierce trial, for your feet
were almost gone, your steps had well-near slipped? Is there any virtue
that has not been weather-beaten? Is there any love that has not, at
times, been so tried that it threatened to curdle into hate? Is there any
good thing this side of Heaven which has marched all the way in silver
slippers? Did ever a flower of Grace blossom in this wretched clime with-
out being tried with frost or blight?

Our way is up the river—we have to stem the current and struggle
against a flood which would readily bear us to destruction! Thus, not only
trials, but black temptations assail the Christian’s faith. As to what shape
they take, we may say this much—the trial or temptation of each man is
distinct from that of every other. When God tested Abraham, he was bid to
take his son, his only son, and offer him upon a mountain for a sacrifice.
Nobody here was ever tried in that way! Nobody ever will be. We may have
the trial of losing our child, but certainly not the trial of having a com-

4 WWW.SpUrgeongems.org Volume 29



Sermon #1704 All Joy in All Trials 5
mand to offer him as a sacrifice. That was a trial peculiar to Abraham—
necessary and useful to him—though never proposed to us.

In the case of the young man in the Gospels, our Lord Jesus tried him
with, “If you would be perfect, go and sell all that you have, and give to
the poor, and you shall have treasure in Heaven.” Some have dreamed
that it must, therefore, be the duty of everybody to part with their posses-
sions—but this is silly! It would not be the duty of any man to offer up his
only son and it is not the duty of every man to part with all his goods.
These were tests to particular persons and others equally special and
searching have been applied in other cases. We are not to try ourselves,
nor to desire other men’s trials! It will be well if we endure those which the
Lord appoints for us, for they will be wisely chosen. That which would
most severely test me would, perhaps, be no trial to you. And that which
tries you, might be no temptation to me.

This is one reason why we often judge one another so severely, because
feeling ourselves to be strong in that particular point, we argue that the
fallen one must have been strong in that point, too, and, therefore, must
have willfully and earnestly have determined to do wrong. This may be a
cruel supposition. We hastily conclude that the temptation must have
been as feeble in his case as it would have been in our own, which is a
great mistake, for a temptation which to you or to me would be no tempta-
tion at all, may be to another individual, of a peculiar constitution and
under singular circumstances, a most fierce and terrible blast from the
Adversary, before which he falls mournfully, but not with malice afore-
thought. Various temptations, says the Apostle, and he knew what he
said.

And, dear Friends, sometimes these various temptations derive great
force from their seemingly surrounding us and cutting off escape. James
says—“You fall into various temptations”—like men who fall into a pit and
do not know how to get out. Or like soldiers who fall into an ambush; or
travelers in the good old times when two or three footpaths surrounded
them and made them feel that they had fallen into bad hands. The
tempted see not which way to turn! They appear to be hemmed in. They
are as a bird that is taken in the fowler’s snare. This it is that makes ca-
lamity of our manifold temptations—that they hedge up our way—and
unless faith finds the clue, we wander in a thorny maze.

At times temptation comes suddenly upon us and so we fall into it.
When we were at rest and were quiet, suddenly the evil came, like a lion
leaping from the thicket. When Job’s children were eating and drinking in
their elder brother’s house, suddenly a wind came from the wilderness
and the Patriarch was bereaved. The cattle were plowing, the sheep were
grazing, the camels were at their service—and in a moment—by fire from
Heaven and by robber bands, the whole of these possessions vanished!
One messenger had not told his story before another followed at his heels!
Job had no breathing time—the blows fell thick and fast!

The trial of our faith is most severe when various temptations happen
to us when we look not for them. Is it not strange, then, in the light of
these things, that James should say, “Count it all joy when you fall into
various temptations”? Those were the days of tumults, imprisonment,
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crucifixion, sword and fire. Then the amphitheatre devoured Christians by
the thousands! The general cry was, “The Christians to the lions!” Do you
wonder, if sometimes the bravest were made to say, “Is our faith really
true? This faith which is abhorred of all mankind, can it be Divine? Has it
come from God? Why, then, does He not interpose and deliver His people?
Shall we apostatize? Shall we deny Christ and live, or shall we go on with
our confession through innumerable torments—even to a bloody death?
Will fidelity answer, after all? Is there a crown of glory? Is there an eternity
of bliss? Is there, in very deed, a resurrection of the dead?”

These questions came into men’s minds, then, and were fairly faced—
the faith of martyrs was not taken up at second hand, or borrowed from
their parents—they believed for themselves in downright earnest! Men and
women, in those days, believed in such a way that they never flinched nor
started aside from fear of death! Indeed, they pressed forward to confess
their faith in Jesus in such crowds that, at last, the heathen cried, “There
must be something in it! It must be a religion of God, or how could these
men and women and children so gladly bear their troubles?” This was the
faith of God’s elect, the work of the Holy Spirit!

You see, then, the main point of attack is our faith—and happy is the
man whose shield can catch and quench all the fiery darts of the enemy!

II. That we may make the text more clear, we shall next, notice, THE
INVALUABLE BLESSING WHICH IS GAINED BY THE TRIAL OF OUR
FAITH. The blessing gained is this, that our faith is tried and proved. Two
Sabbaths ago I addressed you upon the man whose bad foundations led
to the overthrow of his house [Sermon #1702—On Laying Foundations]
and I know that many said after the sermon—“God grant that we may not
be like he was—may we have a firm foundation for our soul to rest on.”
Then you went home and you sat down and said, “Have I this sure foun-
dation?” You began to question, argue, reason and so on, and your design
was a good one.

But I do not reckon that much came of it. Our own looking within sel-
dom yields solid comfort. Actual trial is far more satisfactory, but you
must not try yourself. The effectual proof is by trials of God’s sending. The
way of trying whether you are a good soldier is to go down to the battle!
The way to try whether a ship is well built is not merely to order the sur-
veyor to examine her, but to send her to sea! A storm will be the best test
of her staunchness. They have built a new lighthouse upon the Ed-
dystone—how do we know it will stand? We judge by certain laws and
principles and feel tolerably safe about the structure, but, after all, we
shall know best if, in later years, when a thousand tempests have beaten
upon the lighthouse in vain!

We need trials as a test as much as we need Divine Truth as our food.
Admire the ancient types placed in the Ark of the Covenant of old—two
things were laid close together—the pot of manna and the rod. See how
heavenly food and heavenly rule go together! See how our sustenance and
our chastening are equally provided for! A Christian cannot live without
the manna nor without the rod! The two must go together. I mean this,
that it is as great a mercy to have your salvation proven to you under trial
as it is to have it sustained in you by the consolations of the Spirit of God.
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Sanctified tribulations work the proof of our faith and this is more pre-
cious than that of gold which perishes, though it is tried by fire.

Now, when we are able to bear it without starting aside, the trial proves
our sincerity. Coming out of a trouble, the Christian says to himself, “Yes,
I held fast to my integrity, by God’s Grace, and did not let it go. Blessed be
God, I was not afraid of threats! I was not crushed by losses! I was kept
true to God under pressure. Now, I am sure that my religion is not a mere
profession, but a real consecration to God. It has endured the fire, being
kept by the power of God.” Next, it proves the truthfulness of our doctrinal
belief. Oh, yes, you may say, “I have heard Mr. Spurgeon expound the
doctrines and I have believed them.” This is poor work! But if you have
been sick and found a comfort in those doctrines, then you are assured of
their truth! If you have been on the borders of the grave and the Gospel
has given you joy and gladness, then you know it is true.

Experimental knowledge is the best and surest. If you have seen oth-
ers pass through death, itself, triumphantly, you have said, “This is proof
to me. My faith is no guess work—I have seen for myself.” Is not this as-
surance cheaply purchased at any price? May we not count it all joy when
the Lord puts us in the way of getting it? It seems to me that doubt is
worse than trial!l I had sooner suffer any affliction than be left to question
the Gospel or my own interest in it. Certainly it is a jewel worth purchas-
ing even with our heart’s blood! Next, your own faith in God is proved
when you can cling to Him under temptation. Not only your sincerity, but
the Divinity of your faith is proved, for a faith that is never tried, how can
you depend upon it?

But, if in the darkest hour, you have still said, “I cast my burden upon
the Lord, and He will sustain me,” and you find He does sustain you, then
is your faith that of God’s elect! If in temptation you cry to God in prayer
that you may keep your garment unspotted and He helps you to do so,
then, also, are you sure that yours is the faith which the Spirit begets in
the soul! After a great fight of affliction, when I come forth a conqueror, I
know that I believe in God, and I know that this faith makes me a par-
taker of Covenant blessings! And from this I may fairly argue that my faith
is of the right kind. I find it especially sweet to learn the great strength of
the Lord in my own weakness. We find out, under trial, where we are most
weak. And just then, in answer to prayer, strength is given answerable to
the need.

The Lord suits the help to the hindrance and puts the plaster on the
wound. In the very hour when it is needed, the needed Grace is given!
Does this not tend to breed assurance of faith? It is a splendid thing to be
able to prove, even to Satan, the purity of your motives. That was the
great gain of Job. There was no question about his outward conduct, but
the question was about his motive. “Ah,” says the devil, “he serves God for
what he gets out of Him. Have You not set a hedge about him and all that
he has? His is cupboard love—he cares nothing for God, Himself—he only
cares for the reward of his virtue.” Well, Job is tried, and everything is
taken away—and when he cries—“Though He slay me, yet will I trust in
Him!” When he blesses the taking as well as the giving God, then the devil,
himself, could not have the prudence to accuse him again! As to Job’s
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own conscience, it would be quite settled and confirmed as to his pure
love to God.

My Brothers and Sisters, I reckon that the endurance of every imagin-
able suffering and trial would be a small price to pay for a settled assur-
ance which would, forever, prevent the possibility of doubt! Never mind
the waves if they wash you upon this Rock! Therefore, when you are
tempted, “Count it all joy” that you are tried, because you will thus receive
a proof of your love, a proof of your faith, a proof of your being the true-
born children of God! James says, “Count it.” A man requires to be
trained to be a good accountant. It is an art which needs to be learned.
What muddles some of us would make if we had to settle accounts and
manage disbursements and receipts without the aid of a clerk! How we
should get entangled with balances and deficits! We could much easier
spend money than count it. But when a man once knows the science of
bookkeeping and gets into the way of it, he readily arrives at the true posi-
tion of affairs. He has learned to count and no error escapes his eyes.

James gives us a ready reckoner and teaches us, in our troubles, how
to count. He sets before us a different kind of measure from that which
carnal reason would use—the shekel of the sanctuary was very different
from the shekel in common commerce—and so is the counting of faith far
other than that of human judgment! He bids us take our pen and sit down
quickly and write at his correct dictation. You are going to write down,
“Manifold temptations.” That would be so much on the wrong side, but in-
stead, he bids you set down the proving of your faith—and this one asset
transforms the transaction into a substantial gain!

Trials are like a fire—they burn up nothing in us but the dross—and
they make the gold all the purer. Put down the testing process as a clear
gain and, instead of being sorry about it, count it all joy when you fall into
various temptations, for this bestows upon you a proof of your faith! So
far there is sufficient ground for counting all trials joy. Now, let us go a lit-
tle further.

III. Let us think of THE PRICELESS VIRTUE WHICH IS PRODUCED BY
TRIAL, namely, patience—for the proof of your faith “works patience.” Pa-
tience! We all have a large stock of it—until we need it—and then we have
none! The man who truly possesses patience is the man that has been
tried. What kind of patience does he get by the Grace of God? First, he ob-
tains a patience that accepts the trials as from God without a murmur.
Calm resignation does not come all at once—often long years of physical
pain, or mental depression, or disappointment in business, or multiplied
bereavements are needed to bring the soul into full submission to the will
of the Lord.

After much crying the child is weaned. After much chastening, the son
is made obedient to his Father’s will. By degrees we learn to end our quar-
rel with God and to desire that there may not be two wills between God
and ourselves, but that God’s will may be our will. Oh, Brothers and Sis-
ters, if your troubles work you to that, you are a gainer, I am sure, and
you may count them all joy!

The next kind of patience is when experience enables a man to bear ill
treatment, slander and injury without resentment. He feels it keenly, but
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he bears it meekly. Like his Master, he opens not his mouth to reply and
refuses to return railing for railing. Contrariwise, he gives blessing in re-
turn for cursing, like the sandalwood tree which perfumes the axe which
cuts it. Blessed is that holy charity which hopes all things, endures all
things and is not easily provoked. Ah, Friend, if the Grace of God, by trial,
shall work in you the quiet patience which never grows angry and never
ceases to love, you may have lost a trifle of comfort, but you have gained a
solid weight of character!

The patience which God works in us by tribulation also takes another
form, namely, that of acting without undue haste. Before wisdom has bal-
anced our zeal, we are eager to serve God all in a hurry, with a rush and a
spurt, as if everything must be done within the hour or nothing would
ever be accomplished. We set about holy service with somewhat more of
preparedness of heart after we have been drilled in the school of trial. We
go steadily and resolutely about work for Jesus, knowing what poor crea-
tures we are and what a glorious Master we serve! The Lord our God is in
no hurry because He is strong and wise. In proportion as we grow like the
Lord Jesus, we shall cast aside disturbance of mind and fury of spirit.

His was a grand lifework, but He never seemed to be confused, excited,
worried, or hurried, as certain of His people are. He did not strive nor cry,
nor cause His voice to be heard in the streets. He knew His hour was not
yet come and there were so many days in which He could work and,
therefore, He went steadily on till He had finished the work which His Fa-
ther had given Him to do. That kind of patience is a jewel more to be de-
sired than the gem which glitters on the imperial brow! Sometimes we
blunder into a deal of mischief, making more haste than speed—and we
are sure to do so when we forget to pray and fail to commit our matters
into the Divine hands. We may run with such vehemence that we may
stumble, or lose our breath—there may be in our random efforts as much
undoing as doing, for need of possessing our souls in patience.

That is a grand kind of patience, too, when we can wait without unbe-
lief. Two little words are good for every Christian to learn and to practice—
“pray,” and, “stay.” Waiting on the Lord implies both praying and staying.
What if the world is not converted this year! What if the Lord Jesus does
not come tomorrow! What if our tribulations are lengthened out! What if
the conflict is continued! He that has been tried and, by Grace, has ob-
tained the true profit of his trials, both quietly waits and joyfully hopes for
the salvation of God. Patience, Brothers and Sisters! Is this high virtue
scarce with you? The Holy Spirit shall bestow it upon you through suffer-
ing.
This patience also takes the shape of believing without wavering, in the
very teeth of strange Providences and singular statements, and perhaps
inward misgivings. The established Christian says, “I believe my God and,
therefore, if the vision tarries I will wait for it. My time is not yet come. I
am to have my worst things first and my best things afterwards and so I
sit down at Jesus’ feet and wait for His leisure.” Brothers and Sisters, if,
in a word, we learn endurance, we have taken a high degree! You look at
the weather-beaten sailor, the man who is at home on the sea—he has a
bronzed face and mahogany-colored flesh. He looks as tough as heart of

Volume 29 WWW.SpUrgeongems.org 9



10 All Joy in All Trials Sermon #1704
oak and as hardy as if he were made of iron. How different from us poor
landsmen!

How did the man become so accustomed to hardship, so able to breast
the storm, so that he does not care whether the wind blows south-west or
north-west? He can go out to sea in any kind of weather. He has his sea
legs on—how did he come to this strength? By doing business in great wa-
ters! He could not have become a hardy seaman by tarrying on shore.
Now, trial works in the saints that spiritual hardihood which cannot be
learned in ease! You may go to school forever, but you cannot learn en-
durance there! You may color your cheeks with paint, but you cannot give
them that ingrained brown which comes of stormy seas and howling
winds. Strong faith and brave patience come of trouble and a few men in
the Church who have thus been prepared are worth anything in times of
tempest.

To reach that condition of firm endurance and sacred hardihood is
worth all the expense of all the heaped-up troubles that ever come upon
us from above or from beneath! When trial works patience, we are incal-
culably enriched. The Lord give us more of this choice Grace! As Peter’s
fish had the money in its mouth, so have sanctified trials spiritual riches
for those who endure them graciously.

IV. Lastly, all this works something better, still, and this is our fourth
head—THE SPIRITUAL COMPLETENESS PROMOTED. “That you may be
perfect and complete, lacking nothing.” Brethren, the most valuable thing
a man can get in this world is that which has most to do with his truest
self. A man gets a good house. Well, that is something. But suppose he is
in bad health—what is the good of his fine mansion? A man is well clothed
and well fed. That is something, but suppose he shivers with fever and
has no appetite through indigestion? That spoils it all. If a man is in ro-
bust health, this is a far more valuable gift.

Health is far more to be prized than wealth, or honor, or learning—we
all agree to that. But suppose that a man’s innermost self is diseased
while his body is healthy, so that he is disgraced by vice or fevered with
passion? He is in a poor plight, notwithstanding that he has such a ro-
bust frame, is he not? The very best thing is that which will make the
man, himself, a better man! Make him right, true, pure and holy! When
the man, himself, is better, he has made an unquestionable gain. So, if
our afflictions tend, by trying our faith, to breed patience and that pa-
tience tends to make us into perfect men in Christ Jesus, then we may be
glad of trials! Afflictions, by God’s Grace, make us all-around men, devel-
oping every spiritual faculty and, therefore, they are our friends, our help-
ers—and should be welcomed with “all joy.” Afflictions find out our weak
points and this makes us attend to them. Being tried, we discover our
failures and then, going to God about those failures, we are helped to be
perfect and complete, lacking nothing.

Moreover, our trials, when blessed of God to make us patient, ripen us.
I do not know how to explain what I mean by “ripening,” but there is a
sort of mellowness about Believers who have endured a great deal of afflic-
tion that you never see in other people. It cannot be mistaken or imitated.
A certain measure of sunlight is needed to bring out the real flavor of
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fruits—and when a fruit has felt its measure of burning sun, it develops a
lusciousness which we all delight in. So is it in men and women—a cer-
tain amount of trouble appears to be necessary to create a certain sugar
of graciousness in them, so that they may contain the rich, ripe juice of a
gracious character. You must have known such men and such women,
and have said to yourselves, “I wish I could be like they are—so calm, so
quiet, so self-contained, so happy—and when not happy, yet so content
not to be happy, so mature in judgment, so spiritual in conversation, so
truly ripe.” This only comes to those in whom the proof of their faith
works experience and then experience brings forth the fruits of the Spirit.

Dear Brothers and Sisters, there is a certain all-roundness of spiritual
manhood which never comes to us except by manifold temptations. Let
me attempt to show you what I mean. Sanctified trials produce a chas-
tened spirit. Some of us, by nature, are rough and untender. But after a
while friends notice that the roughness is departing—and they are quite
glad to be more gently handled. Ah, that sick chamber did the polishing!
Under God’s Grace, that depression of spirit, that loss, that cross, that be-
reavement—these softened the natural ruggedness and made the man
meek and lowly like his Lord. Sanctified trouble has a great tendency to
breed sympathy and sympathy is, to the Church, as oil to machinery.

A man that has never suffered feels very awkward when he tries to
sympathize with a tried child of God. He kindly does his best, but he does
not know how to go to work at it. But those repeated blows from the rod
make us feel for others who are smarting and, by degrees, we are recog-
nized as being the Lord’s anointed comforters, made meet by temptation
to succor those who are tempted. Have you never noticed how tried men,
too, when their trouble is thoroughly sanctified, become cautious and
humble? They cannot speak quite so fast as they used to—they do not
talk of being absolutely perfect, though they are the very men who are
Scripturally perfect. They say little about their doings, but much about
the tender mercy of the Lord. They recollect the whipping they had behind
the door from their Father’s hands and they speak gently to other erring
ones. Affliction is the stone which our Lord Jesus throws at the brow of
our giant pride—and patience is the sword which cuts off its head!

Those, too, are the kind of people who are most grateful. I have known
what it is to praise God for the power to move one leg in bed. It may not
seem much to you, but it was a great blessing to me. They that are heavily
afflicted come to bless God for everything. I am sure that woman who took
a piece of bread and a cup of water for her breakfast, and said, “What? All
this, and Christ, too!” must have been a tried woman, or she would not
have exhibited so much gratitude. And that old Puritan minister was
surely a tried man, for when His family had only a herring and a few pota-
toes for dinner, He said, “Lord, we bless You that You have ransacked sea
and land to find food for us this day.” If he had not been a tried man, he
might have turned up his nose at the meal, as many do at much more
sumptuous fare. Troubled men get to be grateful men, and that is no
small thing.

As a rule, where God’s Grace works, these come to be hopeful men.
Where others think the storm will destroy the vessel, they can remember
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storms equally fierce which did not destroy it, and so they are so calm
that their courage keeps others from despair. These men, too, become
unworldly men. They have had too much trouble to think that they can
ever build their nest in this black forest. There are too many thorns in
their nest for them to reckon that this can be their home. These birds of
paradise take to their wings and are ready to fly away to the land of un-
fading flowers!

And these much-tempted ones are frequently the most spiritual men
and, out of this spirituality comes usefulness. Mr. Great-Heart, who led
the band of pilgrims up to the Celestial City, was a man of many trials, or
he would not have been fit to lead so many to their heavenly rest. And
you, dear Brother, if ever you are to be a leader and a helper, as you
would wish to be, in the Church of God, it must be by such means as this
that you must be prepared for it. Do you not wish to have every virtue de-
veloped? Do you not wish to become a perfect man in Christ Jesus?

If so, welcome with all joy various temptations and afflictions! Fly to
God with them! Bless Him for having sent them! Ask Him to help you to
bear them with patience and then let that patience have its perfect work—
and so, by the Spirit of God, you shall become “perfect and complete,
lacking in nothing.” May the Comforter bless this word to your hearts, for
Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen.

Adapted from The C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307
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LOVING ADVICE

FOR ANXIOUS SEEKERS
NO. 735

DELIVERED ON LORD’S-DAY MORNING, FEBRUARY 17, 1867,
BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to
all men liberally, and upbraids not; and it shall be given him.”
James 1:5.

[F YOU are acquainted with the context, you will at once perceive that
this verse has a special reference to persons in trouble. Much-tempted
and severely-tried saints are frequently at their wits end, and though they
may be persuaded that in the end, good will come out of all their afflic-
tions, yet for the present they may be so distracted as not to know what to
do. How fitly spoken and how seasonable is this word of the Apostle, “If
any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God.” And such wisdom shall the
Lord afford His afflicted sons that the trying of their faith shall produce
patience, and they themselves shall count it all joy that they have fallen in
many trials.

However, the promise is not to be limited to any one particular applica-
tion, for the word, “If any of you,” is so wide, so extensive that whatever
may be our necessity, whatever the dilemma which perplexes us, this text
consoles us with the counsel, “If any man lacks wisdom, let him ask of
God.” This text might be peculiarly comforting to some of you who are
working for God. You cannot work long for your heavenly Lord without
perceiving that you need a greater wisdom than your own! Why, even in
directing an enquirer to the Cross of Christ, simple work as that may
seem to be, we shall often discover our own inability and folly.

In rebuking the backslider, in comforting the desponding, in restoring
the fallen, in guiding the ignorant we shall need to be taught of God, or
else we shall meet with more failures than successes. To every honest
Christian worker this text speaks with all the soft melody of an angel’s
whisper. “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God.” Your lips shall
overflow with knowledge, and your tongue shall drop with words of wis-
dom if you will but wait on God and hear Him before you speak to your
fellow men! You shall be made wise to win souls if you will learn to sit at
the Master’s feet that He may teach you the art which He followed when
on earth, and follows still.

But the class of persons who just now win my heart’s warmest sympa-
thies are those who are seeking the Savior, and, as the text says, “If any of
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you.” I thought I should be quite right in giving seekers a share in it. They
are seeking Christ, but they are in the dark. Their soul desires Him, but it
has little light, little guidance, and their cry is, “O that I knew where I
might find Him! That [ might come even to His seat!” I thought that this
text might be as the balm of Gilead to some of these unwise ones who
have found out, all of a sudden, their own sin and folly. I thought it would
say to them, “If you, poor Sinner, if you lack wisdom, seek of God who
gives to all men liberally, and upbraids not.”

Let us put ourselves, then, at once in order for this work of comforting
seekers, and may God the Holy Spirit, make it effectual.

I. First, I shall call your attention to THE GREAT NEED OF MANY
SEEKERS, NAMELY, WISDOM. This need occurs from many reasons.
Sometimes it is their pride which makes them fools. Like Naaman, they
would do some great thing if the Prophet had bid them, but they will not
wash and be clean. The natural heart rebels against the simplicity of the
way of salvation. “What? Am [ to do nothing but simply accept the right-
eousness already finished? Am I to leave off doing and merely look unto
Him who was nailed to the tree and find all my salvation in Him? “Well,
then,” says the proud Heart, “I cannot understand it.” It cannot under-
stand it because it does not love it.

Now, Soul, if this is your difficulty, and I believe, in nine cases out of
ten, a proud heart is at the root of all difficulty about the sinner’s coming
to Christ—if this is it which turns you aside and makes you foolish—then
go to God about it and seek wisdom from Him. He will show you the folly
of this pride of yours, and teach you that simply to trust in Jesus is at
once the safest and most suitable way of salvation. He will make you see
that if the way of salvation had been by doing, the method would not have
suited you, for what could you do? If it had been by feeling, it would not
have suited you either, for what can your hard heart feel?

How can you make yourself tender of heart? But, seeing that it is by
faith, it is therefore by Divine Grace. O that you may be made wise enough
to stoop and kiss the silver scepter which is outstretched to you! Wise
enough to come and buy this wine and milk, without money and without
price, and accept with your whole heart, with intense joy, this perfect
righteousness, this finished salvation which Christ has worked out and
brought in for every seeking soul!

Many persons, also, are made foolish so that they lack wisdom through
their despair. Probably nothing makes a man seem so much like a maniac
as the loss of hope. When the mariner feels that the vessel is sinking, that
the proud waves must soon overwhelm her, then he reels to and fro and
staggers like a drunken man, because he is at his wits’ end. Ah, poor
Heart, when you see the blackness of sin I do not wonder that you are
driven to despair! And when your sins come howling behind you like so
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many ravenous wolves, all seeking to devour you, I do not marvel if you
should be ready even to lay violent hands upon yourself!

It is no strange thing for men to be sorely tempted when they are under
a sense of sin. And now you know not what to do. If you could be calm
and quiet we could tell you plainly the way of peace, and you might un-
derstand that there is no reason for despair since Jesus died and rose
again, and is “able to save to the uttermost them that come unto God by
Him.” But you cannot give us a calm hearing for you are distracted, and
you think that this comfort applies to everybody but you. You lack wisdom
because you are in such a worry and turmoil. As John Bunyan used to
say, you are much troubled up and down in your thoughts. I pray you,
then, ask wisdom of God, and even out of the depths if you cry unto Him,
He will be pleased to instruct you and bring you out into a safe way.

No doubt many other persons lack wisdom because they are not in-
structed in Gospel doctrine. It is wonderful how Satan will plague many
timid hearts with the doctrine of Election. That doctrine, rightly under-
stood, is full of comfort. But, distorted and misrepresented, it often ap-
pears to be a bolt to shut sinners out from mercy—the fact being that it
shuts none out, but shuts tens of thousands in! Why, the very doctrine of
the Atonement is not understood by many while they are under a sense of
sin! If they could see that Christ took their sins and carried their sorrows.
If they could perceive the meaning of that word, “substitution,” light might
break in! The window of the understanding is blocked up with ignorance.
If we could but clean away the cobwebs and filth, then might the light of
the knowledge of Christ come streaming in and they might rejoice in His
salvation!

Well, dear Friends, if you are bemired and puzzled with difficult doc-
trine, the text comes to you and says, “If any man lack wisdom, let him
ask of God.” Ignorance, also, of Christian experience is another cause for
the lack of wisdom. I have seen many enquirers who have told me what
they have felt, and to them it was so amazing that they half expected to
see individual hairs of my head stand upright while they told me their
feelings! And when I said, “Oh, yes, yes, I have felt just that. That is the
common way of most souls that come to Christ,” they have looked sur-
prised beyond measure! The very road which is most safe you think to be
most dangerous. And that which leads to Christ, you fancy leads to Hell!

Little do you know the value of that stripping work which you so much
dread. “Surely,” you say, “ I am being stripped that I may be cast away,”
whereas the Lord only strips those whom He intends afterwards to clothe
with the robe of His salvation. Those cuts of the lancet are sharp and you
think the surgeon means to kill, but he intends to cure. When God is
making you feel the burden of your guilt, you suppose that now He has
forgotten to be gracious—whereas it is now that He is gracious to you in
very deed, and is using the best means of making you understand and
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value His Grace. The way of life is a new road to you, poor seeking Soul,
and therefore you lack wisdom in it and make many mistakes about it.

The text lovingly advises, “Ask of God.” “Ask of God.” Very likely, in ad-
dition to all this, which may well enough make you lack wisdom, there are
certain singularities in the action of Providence towards you which fill you
with dismay. Ever since you have begun to think about the Lord Jesus,
things have gone cross with you in the outward world. You have not only
trouble within, but, strange as you think it is, you have now trouble out-
side! It partly arises from friends who say you are mad—would God they
were bitten with the same madness—partly from circumstances over
which you can have no control. It is not at all unusual for God to make a
complete shipwreck of that vessel in which His people sail, although He
fulfils His promise that not a hair of their heads shall perish.

I should not wonder if He would cause two seas to meet around your
ship, so that there should not be more than a few boards and broken
pieces of the ship left to you. But oh, if you have faith in Christ, He will
certainly bring you safe to shore! It is not at all an uncommon thing for
the Lord to add to the inward scourging of conscience the outward lash-
ings of affliction. These double scourging are meant for proud, stubborn
hearts—that they may be humbly brought to Jesus’ feet, for of us it may
be said, in truth, as Solomon says of the child—“Foolishness is bound in
his heart. But the rod of correction shall drive it far from him.”

God is thus, dear Hearer, bringing folly out of you by the smarts of His
rod. It is written, “The blueness of a wound cleanses away evil,” and there-
fore the Lord is making your wounds to be black and blue, and I should
not wonder if He will even let them putrefy till you have to say with Isaiah,
“From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no soundness in it,
but wounds, and bruises, and putrefying sores.” Then it is that eternal
mercy will take advantage of your dire extremity and your deep distress
shall bring you to Christ who never would have been brought by any other
means!

To close this somewhat painful picture. Many lack wisdom because, in
addition to all their fears and their ignorance, they are fiercely attacked by
Satan. John Bunyan tells us of Apollyon, that he said, “No king will will-
ingly lose his subjects.” Of course he will not! And Apollyon, as he sees his
subjects, one after another, desert him to enlist under the banner of King
Jesus, howls at his losses and he leaves no stone unturned to keep souls
back from mercy. Just at that critical moment when the soul is beginning
to turn to God, he says to himself, “It is now or never! If I do not nip these
buds, they will become flowers and fruits. But if I can bring in a withering
frost, I shall kill the young plant.”

The great enemy takes dead aim at anxious souls. He it is who digs that
Slough of Despond right in front of the wicket gate and keeps the big dog
to howl before the door so that poor trembling Mercy may go into a faint-
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ing fit, and find herself too weak to knock at the door. “Now,” he says to
all his servants, “shoot your arrows at that awakened soul! It is about to
escape from me! Empty your quivers, you soldiers of the Pit! Launch your
hot temptations, you Fiends of Helll Sting that soul with infidel insinua-
tions and hideous blasphemies, for if I once lose it I have lost it forever!
Therefore, hold it, you princes of the Pit, hold it fast, if you can.”

Now, in such a plight as that—with your foolish heart, and the wicked
world, and the Evil One, and your sins in dreadful alliance to destroy
you—what could such a poor timid one as you do if it were not for this
precious word, “If any of you”—that must mean you—“If any of you lack
wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all men liberally, and upbraids
not”?

II. We shall now mention the second point in the text. THE PROPER
PLACE OF A SEEKER’S RESORT—"“Let him ask of God.” My dear Friends,
bear me witness that it is my constant effort to teach you the spirituality
of true religion and the necessity of our own hearts having personal deal-
ings with the living God. Now, though this you have heard thousands of
times, I was about to say from me, yet, once again, I must remind you of
it: the text says, “Let him ask of God.”

Now, you perceive that the man is directed at once to God without any
intermediate object, or ceremony, or person. You are not told here to seek
direction from good books. They may become very useful as auxiliary
helps, but the best of human books, if followed slavishly, will mislead. For
instance, I am sure that hundreds of persons have been kept in unneces-
sary bondage through that wonderful and admirable book, “Doddridge’s
Rise and Progress of Religion in the Soul.” It has been the means of the
conversion of hundreds. It has been profitable to thousands more. But
there is a point in which it fails, so that, if you slavishly follow it, you may
read the book through and I undertake to say, you will not find comfort by
following its exhortations.

It fails, as all human guides must, if we trust in them and forget the
Great Shepherd of Israel. When a man is really under concern of soul he
is in a condition of considerable danger. Then it is that an artful false
teacher may get hold of him and trick him into heresy and unscriptural
doctrine. Hence the text does not say, “If any man lack wisdom, let him
ask his priest.” That is about the worst thing he can do! For he who sets
himself up for a priest is either a deceiver or deceived. “Let him ask of
God’—that is the advice of the Scripture. We are all so ready to go to
books, to go to men, to go to ceremonies, to anything except to God.

Man will worship God with his eyes, and his arms, and his knees, and
his mouth—with anything but his heart—and we are all of us anxious,
more or less, until we are renewed by Divine Grace, to get off the heart-
worship of God. Juan de Valdey says that, “Just as an ignorant man takes
a crucifix and says, ‘This crucifix will help me to think of Christ,” so he
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bows before it and never does think of Christ at all, but stops short at the
crucifix. So,” he says, “the learned man takes his book and says, ‘This
book will teach me the mysteries of the kingdom,’ but instead of giving his
thoughts to the mysteries of godliness, he reads his book mechanically
and stops at the book, instead of meditating and diving into the Truths of
God.”

It is the action of the mind that God accepts, not the motion of the
body. It is the thought communing with Him. It is the soul coming into
contact with the soul of God. It is spirit-worship which the Lord accepts.
Consequently, the text does not say, “Let him ask books,” nor, “ask
priests,” but, “let him ask of God.” Above all, do not let the seeker ask of
himself and follow his own imagination and feelings. All human guides are
bad, but you, yourself, will be your own worst guide. “Let him ask of God.”
When a man can fairly and honestly say, “I have bowed the knee unto the
Lord God of Israel, and asked Him, for Jesus’ sake, to guide me and to di-
rect me by His Spirit, and then I turned to the Book of God, asking God to
be my Guide into the Book,” I cannot believe but what such a man will
soon obtain saving wisdom!

I beg to caution all of you against stopping short of really asking of
God. I conjure you by the living God, do not be satisfied with asking of me.
[ am no priest, except as all Believers are priests. Thank God I wear no ti-
tle of ecclesiastical dominion. Be not content with asking my Brethren, the
deacons and elders. God has made many of them wise in helping souls
out of difficulties but do not be satisfied with the advice of any man, how-
ever godly and holy, but go directly to the Lord God of Heaven and earth,
and say unto Him, “Lord, teach me! Show me Your way, O God! Teach me
in Your Truth!” You are not bid to go to any second-hand source of wis-
dom, but to God the only Wise, who alone can direct you. “Let him ask of
God.”

Such advice as this must be good. You cannot suspect us of any inter-
ested motive in exhorting you to this! It is your good which we seek and
not our own glory. It must be best to go to the headquarters—you will
surely be led aright if so you seek direction. Some say, Lo, here! Others
say, Lo, there! But if you go to God, and then with His guidance study His
Word, you shall not fail of wisdom. How can you? Moreover, remember
that there is one blessed Person of the Divine Unity who makes it His spe-
cial office to teach us! Therefore, if you go to God for wisdom, you only go
for that which it is His Nature and His office to give.

The Holy Spirit is given to this end: “He shall teach you all things, and
bring all things to your remembrance, whatever I have said unto you.”
When you go to God, you may say to Him these words, “O Father, You
have been pleased to reveal to us the Holy Spirit who is to enlighten our
darkness and to remove our ignorance. Oh, let that Spirit of Yours dwell
in me! I am willing to be taught by Your Spirit, through Your Word, or
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through Your ministers, but I come first to You because I know that Your
Word and Your ministers, apart from Yourself, cannot teach me anything.
O Lord, teach me.”

I do not mean by any word of mine to make you think little of Scrip-
ture—God forbid!-—nor little of those who may speak to you with the Holy
Spirit sent down from Heaven. But I did mean to make you look even at
this Book and at God’s ministers as being subservient to the Holy Spirit
Himself. Go to Him! Ask Him! For there in the Book is the letter which
kills. He, He alone can make you to know the living essence and the
quickening power of that Word. Without the Holy Spirit, my dear Hearer,
you must still be as blind with the light as you would have been without
it! You will be as foolish after having been taught the Gospel in the theory
of it, as you were before you knew it! Let the Holy Spirit, however, teach
you, and you shall know all things that are necessary for this life and god-
liness.

Thus, then, we have brought two points before you—the great need of
the seeker is “wisdom.” And the right place to get that need removed.

III. Thirdly, THE RIGHT MODE IN WHICH TO GO TO GOD. “Let him
ask.” Oh, that simple word, “Let him ask™—“let him ask!” No form of ask-
ing is prescribed. No words laid down! No method dictated, no hour set
apart, no rubric printed! But there it stands in gracious simplicity, “let
him ask.” He who will not have mercy when it is to be had for the asking
deserves to die without it! While I am thinking of this word, before I
plunge into its fullest meaning, I may well say, if God will give wisdom to
the seeker only because he asks for it, what shall I say of the folly which
will not even ask to be made wise? May God forgive you such folly for the
past, and deliver you from it for the future!

The text says, “Let him ask,” which is a method implying that ignorance
is confessed. No man will ask wisdom till he knows that he is ignorant.
Come, dear Hearer, confess your ignorance into the ear of God, who is as
present here as you are! Say unto Him, “Lord, I have discovered, now, that
I am not so wise as I thought I was. I am foolish and vain. Lord, teach
me.” Make a full confession, and this shall be a good beginning for prayer.

Asking has also in it the fact that God is believed in. We cannot ask of a
person of whose existence we have any doubt! We will not ask of a person
of whose hearing us we have serious suspicions. Who would stand in the
desert of Sahara and cry aloud where there is no living ear to hear? Now,
my dear Hearer, you believe that there is a God. Ask, then! Do you not be-
lieve that He is here, that He will hear your cry, that He will be pleased in
answer to your cry to give you what you ask for? Now, if you can believe
that there is a God—that He is here and that He will hear you—then con-
fess your ignorance, and ask Him now to give you the promised wisdom
for Jesus’ sake!
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There is in this method of approaching God by asking, also a clear sight
that salvation is by Divine Grace. It does not say, “Let him buy of God. Let
him demand of God. Let him earn from God.” Oh, no—“let him ASK of
God.” It is the beggar’s word. The beggar asks for alms. You are to ask as
the beggar asks of you in the street, and God will give to you far more lib-
erally than you give to the poor! You must confess that you have no merit
of your own. If you will not acknowledge that, neither will God hear your
prayers. But come now with the acknowledgment of ignorance, with the
confession of sin, and believing that God is the rewarder of them that dili-
gently seek Him, and He will even now give you the wisdom which saves
the soul.

Observe here, what an acknowledgement of dependence there is. The
man sees that he cannot find wisdom anywhere else—that it must come
from God. He turns his eyes to the only Fountain and leaves the broken
cisterns. Do this, dear Hearer. I feel as if the text did not need any expla-
nation from me but only needs carrying out by you! Let him ask of God. I
think I can hear 50,000 objections from different parts of the building.
One is saying, “But I don’t understand, ‘ask of God.”” Another is saying, “I
cannot comprehend, ‘ask of God.” ” If you have made some difficulties for
yourself, if you are such a fool as to be tying knots and wanting to get
them untied before you will believe in Jesus, then I have nothing to say to
you, unless it were, beware lest you tie a knot that shall destroy your
soul!

But if you are troubled with an honest objection, I say to you now, in
God’s name, “Ask of God.” You need not wait till you get home! You need
not stay till you have left that seat—but now, silently, in your soul, as
Hannah did when she went up to the tabernacle, breathe the prayer—“O
God, teach me! Lead me to the foot of the Cross! Help me to see Jesus!
Save my soul this day! End the doubtful strife! Answer these questions!
Bring me, as an humble seeker, to lie before the footstool of your Sover-
eign Mercy and to receive pardon through the mediatorial Sacrifice.” “Let
him ask”™—that is all—“let him ask.”

IV. Fourthly, the text has in it ABUNDANT ENCOURAGEMENT for such
a seeker. There are four encouragements here. “Let him ask of God, who
gives to all men.” What a wide statement—who “gives to all men”! I will
take it in its broadest extent. In natural things, God does give to all men
life, health, food, raiment. Who “makes His sun to rise on the evil and on
the good.” Who causes the rain to descend upon the fields of the just and
of the unjust. Every creature is favored with Divine benevolence and there
is not a creature, from the tiniest ephemera which creeps upon the green
leaf of the forest to the swift-winged angel who adoringly flies upon his
Master’s will, which is not made to partake of the gifts of the Great Father
of Lights.
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Now, if God has gifts for all men, how much more will He have gifts for
that man who earnestly turns his tearful eyes to Heaven and cries, “My
Father, give me wisdom, that I may be reconciled to You through the
death of Your Son”? Why, the grass, as Herbert says, never asked for the
dew, and yet every blade has its own drop! And shall you daily cry for the
dew of Divine Grace and there be no drop of Heaven’s Grace for you? Im-
possible! Fancy your own child saying, “My Father, my Father, I want to
be obedient, I want to be holy.” And suppose that you have power to make
your child so—could you find it in your heart to refuse? No! It would be a
greater joy to you to give than it could be to the child to accept.

But it has been said the text ought not to be understood in that broad a
sense. Very probably it ought not to be so. I conceive that there is implied
the limitation that God gives to all who seek. Though the limitation is not
stated, yet I think it is intended, because of spiritual mercies God does not
give to all men liberally. There are some men who live and die without the
liberal favors of Divine Grace because they wickedly refuse them. But He
gives to all true seekers liberally. We may take that view of it, and we may
find you hundreds of witnesses to prove the truth of it, and can find them
in this very place this morning!

Here is one witness—I myself personally sought the Lord and He heard
me and delivered me from all my fears. My dear Brothers, and my Sisters,
too, I know you could spring up like a great army, if it were a fitting thing
to ask you to do, and you could say, “This poor man cried, and the Lord
heard him.” “The God of Jacob has not despised nor abhorred the cries of
His people.” Now, Soul, if God has heard so many who sought His face,
why should He not hear you? Is it not a comfort to think that hundreds,
thousands, and tens of thousands have gone to God and there never has
been a case in which He has refused one? Will He begin with you? Shall
you be the first rejected seeker? Oh, then what a strange destiny yours
will be, to have to say in another world, “I am the first who sought Divine
Grace, and found it not! I wept at the foot of the Cross and I found no
mercy! I said, ‘Lord, remember me,” but He would not remember me.”

You will never be able to say that! Hell will never make its boast over
such a case! Heaven will never have its honor tarnished by one such soli-
tary instance! Seek the Lord and His strength! Seek His face evermore!
Your hearts shall live that seek Him!

The next comfort is, He gives to all men liberally. God does not give as
we do—a mere trifle to the beggar—He bestows His wealth by the hand-
fuls. Solomon asked for wisdom—God gave him wealth and power. In
nearly every instance of prayer in the Old Testament, God gives ten times
as much as is asked for. Jacob asked that he might have bread to eat,
and raiment to put on—God made him to be two bands. The Lord will “do
exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think.”
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This is the Divine habit! He not only redeems His promises, but when
He might pay them in silver He prefers to pay them in gold. He is exceed-
ingly bountiful. Dear Hearers, we have found Him so when we have tried
Him, and do you think He will begin to be stingy with you? If He should
liberally forgive your sins, He will be none the poorer. If He should with-
hold forgiveness, He will be none the richer. Why should He limit His fa-
vor? You want to wash away your sins—there is a river of Grace to wash
in. You want Grace to refresh your souls—He has floods to pour upon the
dry ground. We read of the unsearchable riches of Christ.

Ho, you leviathan sinners, here is an ocean of mercy for you to swim in!
Ho, you elephantine sinners, here is an ark large enough to hold you and
float you above the waters of the deluge! Ho, you gigantic sinners, whose
sins of pride reach up to Heaven, and whose feet of lust are plunged in the
mire of Hell—the sacred hiding place is large enough to hide even you! The
Lord is great in mercy! Oh, who would not ask of so liberal a God, whose
thoughts are as high above our thoughts as the heavens are above the
earth?

It is added as a third comfort, “and upbraids not.” That is a sweet word!
If you help a friend who is in debt, and wants to borrow money, you say,
“Remember, I do not like it, you ought not to be in such a state.” Your
brother wants some aid. You have helped him many times, and will again,
but still you upbraid him and tell him he is very imprudent. You tell him
he ought not to get into these messes—he ought to manage his business
better. If you do not tell him so with your mouth, you look at him, and he
thinks to himself, “It’s very kind of him to give me the help, but really, it is
very humiliating to me to have to ask of him because I get so severe a les-
son.”

I suppose we do right to upbraid. I have no doubt we do so with good
motives. But God never does upbraid seeking souls! He gives liberally and
does not dim the luster of His Grace by harsh rebukes. He does not say,
“Ah, you Sinner, how came you to commit such sin? I will forgive you,
but.” The Father does not talk thus to the returning prodigal. One would
have supposed that when the prodigal came back the father would have
said, “Well, dear Boy, you are forgiven, but never let me see you do that
again. How wrong of you to take that portion of my goods, and spend it in
that way! I shall never be so well off as before—you have wasted half my
living! And now think where you have been—what a dishonor you have
cast upon your father’s name and character through wasting your living
with harlots. I forgive but I cannot forget.”

My Brothers and Sisters, it was not so! The prodigal remembered his
sins but his father forgot them all, and exclaimed with joy, “This, my son,
was dead, and is alive again! He was lost, and is found.” O Soul, if you did
but know the heart of the Savior you would not tarry in sin! If you could
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but know the overflowing love of the Divine Father, you would not linger

in unbelief”—
“His heart is made of tenderness,
His heart melts with love.”

Fool as you are, be not such a fool as to be unwilling to ask for wisdom,
but now, breathe the prayer, “Teach me, O God, to trust Your dear Son
this day.”

Then comes the last encouragement. “It shall be given him.” Looking
through my text last night, I asked the question—Is that last sentence
needed? “Let him ask of God, which gives to all men liberally, and up-
braids not.” Now, if the Lord gives to all men, He will certainly give to the
seeker. Is that last promise needed? And I came to this conclusion—it
would not have been there if it was not required. There are some sinners
who cannot be content to draw obvious inferences—they must have it in
black and white. Such is the fearfulness of their nature—they must have
the promise in so many express words. Here they have it—“it shall be
given him.”

You are not left to suppose that it shall be, or to infer that it may be.
But it is written, “it shall be given him.” But to whom shall it be given? If
any of you lack wisdom. “Well,” says one, “I am quite out of all catalogs. I
am one by myself.” Well, but you are surely contained in this, “any of
you.” “Ah,” says one, “but I have a private fault, a sin, an offense which I
would not dare to mention, which I believe has damned me forever.” Yet
the text says, “If any of you.” If I saw a door open and it said, “If any of
you are hungry, let him come in here,” I should not stop outside because I
feared that I was not quite the person intended! I should say, “It is their
responsibility, who mean to keep me out, to be more specific in their invi-
tation. They have put it, ‘any of you.” I am certainly one of the sons of
men, and I will step into the feast.”

Ah Soul, if God had meant to shut you out, He would have been more
plain about it! But here is not a shutting-out word at all. It says, “If any of
you lack wisdom”—well, that is you, surely—that lack of wisdom helps to
include you within the boundary. It does not limit the character—it widens
it to you because you feel how foolish you are. The promise is, “it shall be
given him.” “Suppose I do not get it,” you say. You must not suppose God
to be a liar. How can you suppose such a blasphemy? “Let him ask of
God, and it shall be given him.” “But,” says one, “suppose my sins should
prove to be too great?”

I cannot, will not suppose anything which can come in conflict with the
positive Word of God! “Let him ask of God, and it shall be given him.” Do
you think God does not mean what He says? O Sinner, will you add to all
your other sins this sin of thinking that God would lie? O Man, He invites
you to ask of Him wisdom, and He says He will give it to you! Doubt not
the Lord! Distrust not the veracity of Jehovah! But come at once humbly,

Volume 13 WWW.SpUrgeongems.org 11



12 Loving Advice for Anxious Seekers Sermon #735
tremblingly, to the foot of the Savior’s Cross. View Him lifted on high as
the great atoning Sacrifice! Look to His streaming wounds! Behold His
brow still covered with the crimson drops which flow from the wounds
caused by His crown of thorns!

Look to Him and live! There’s life in a look at the Crucified One! Look to
Him and the promise is that you shall be saved! I commend the text to the
careful, thoughtful, believing acceptation of every sinner here. Ask that
the sun may not go down until you, each and all, have received the prom-
ise which the text presents to you. May the Holy Spirit now give His own
blessing, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Adapted from The C.H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307

12 WWW.SpUrgeongems.org Volume 13



Sermon #2537 Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit 1

A WARNING TO WAVERERS
NO. 2537

INTENDED FOR READING ON LORD’S-DAY, OCTOBER 3, 1897.
DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON,
ON LORD’S-DAY EVENING, MAY 25, 1884.

“But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavers is
like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For
let not that man think that he shall receive anything of the Lord.”
James 1:6, 7.

THE Apostle James was always very practical. He never really differed
from Paul, but, whereas Paul dwelt more upon the doctrinal side of the
Truth of God, James, who has given us but one Epistle, dwelt more upon
the practical. I should not have wondered, if Paul had taken up the same
subjects as James did, if he had written in the same style. At any rate,
we are very grateful to James that he is so downright, so straightforward,
so plain and practical. He never minces matters. He hits the nail on the
head every time. Whenever he talks about faith, he seems to be saying all
the while, “Believe.” If he discourses on prayer, you can hear him crying,
“Pray!” And if he speaks concerning holy living, you can hear the thunder
at the back of his words commanding us to forsake sin and to follow after
righteousness!

In the passage before us, the Apostle is dealing with the matter of
prayer, but not with that, alone, for, while the verse previous to my text
is about a man praying and, therefore, James says, “Let him ask in faith,
nothing wavering,” yet the verse following our text is not about prayer,
but about a man’s general life—“A double-minded man is unstable in all
his ways.” Therefore I shall try to show you, first, that the text speaks of
the great necessity in prayer, namely, decided faith. And then I shall use
the text as pointing forward to that which follows it, and speak to you
concerning the great necessity in life, namely, decision of character for
the Lord.

I. To begin, then, the Apostle James first speaks of THE GREAT NE-
CESSITY IN PRAYER. If we would pray successfully, we must have a de-
cided faith.

There should be, first of all, a very decided conviction in our own
minds as to the desirableness of the thing that we are asking for. “Why,”
says one, “that is self-evident! Would a man pray if he did not thoroughly
desire what he asked of God?” My reply is that [ am afraid a great many
people ask for what they do not really desire—and they would be taken
aback if God were, at once, to give them what they have asked for! There
is a man who says that he has been praying for a new heart, but then he
does not intend to give up frequenting the bars, nor will he leave off as-
sociating with his bad companions. Well, if God could give such a man as
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that a new heart, all of a sudden, and he could still retain his love for his
old evil habits, he would be likely to kneel down and pray to have it
taken away again, for he would be very uncomfortable with such a bur-
den as a new heart and a right spirit! That is not what he truly wants.

Some men pray to be made holy, but they wish to keep some little pet
sin in the backyard. They do not really want what they are asking for—
they are not yet convinced of the desirableness of the thing that they pro-
fess to be seeking. Men and women pray that they may be saved, but if
we explained to them what it is to be saved, they would pray, “Lord, do
not save us—at least, not just yet! We must have a little more of the
world. We have some unholy engagements that we must keep—we do not
want to be made religious people just at present.” In all probability, the
more they understood of what salvation really is, the less they would
think of praying to be saved.

A man kneels down, and says, “Lead us not into temptation,” and he
gets up and goes straight away to a place where temptations swim all
around him. What is he but a self-deceived man asking for a thing which
he practically proves that he does not wish for? He prays, “Forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us.” Within five
minutes of so praying, he says, “I will never forgive that fellow! I hate him
for what he did and the longer I live, the worse I shall hate him.” Will a
man thus mock God? Will he so trifle with his Maker? Alas, how many
do! If you must insult someone by your mockeries, go and insult your
equal—your king if you dare! But to go and insult your God—can you
commit such a terrible sin as this? Yet many do it. If they complain that
their prayers are not answered, they have no right to complain, for such
people must not expect to receive anything of the Lord. They are waver-
ing even as to the sincerity of their prayer! Their own wish is not intense
enough or intelligent enough to be really their settled desire. They waver
even on the threshold of the House of Mercy—how can they expect to
succeed in their business with the great Lord of the house?

Further, wavering may be seen in some persons as to the fact of God’s
hearing prayer at all. Possibly they are not even sure that there is a God,
or, if that Truth of God is believed, yet God’s existence is to them a mat-
ter of great obscurity. They know little about Him and do not care to
know any more. “Yes,” they say, with a kind of languid assent which they
have not the moral courage to refuse, “no doubt there is a God”—and
they are a little proud to think that they are not atheists as some people
are—“Yes, there is a God, but does He really hear prayer as a man hears
the requests of his fellow men? And does God actually attend to the
prayer so as to be affected by it and to grant the desire of His creature?”
If, my dear Friend, you have been led to question this Truth of God, you
must not expect to receive anything of the Lord, for, “he that comes to
God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that dili-
gently seek Him.” If either of these is a moot point with you, you might as
well stand upon a hill and whistle to the wind, as go up into your cham-
ber and bow your knee in prayer! You are a waverer about matters in
which a man must not waver if he expects to be successful in pleading
with God! Your fulcrum is not fixed, so you cannot have any effectual
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leverage in prayer. This must be a settled and fully-believed fact, that
God is, and that He hears and answers prayer. You may not be able to
make out how that is consistent with His fixed purposes and it is a bless-
ing that you need not try to make it out. The way to Heaven is not by ex-
plaining riddles, but by believing Revelations. The way to Heaven is not
through the cleverness that can spell out an enigma, but through the
simplicity that believes in God who cannot lie. It is true that God’s eter-
nal purpose is fixed, do not doubt that—but it is equally true that the
Lord listens to the voice of a man and that whatever we ask in prayer,
believing, we shall receive.

Furthermore, there are some who very greatly spoil their prayers be-
cause they waver as to God’s granting the specific thing which they are
seeking at His hands. You know, dear Friends, that there is a way of
praying in which you ask for nothmg and get it. I have heard that kind of
praying even in public Prayer Meetings. It was a very good prayer, in-
deed, containing many admirable phrases—a prayer that was very well
put together—I seem to have heard it ever since I was a boy. But there is
no real prayer in it and that is the fatal flaw in it. It would be a capital
prayer if it were a prayer at all—it has all the makings of a prayer—and
yet it is no prayer! It is just as though you might see in a shop window all
the garments of a man, but no man wearing the garments! Now, such a
prayer as that never succeeds with God because He does not play at
hearing prayer though far too many play at praying. It is earnest work
with God and it must be downright business work with us.

Suppose you go into a bank and stand at the counter, and say, “I want
some money.” The clerk says, “How much do you want, Sir? Please put
the amount down on this check.” “Oh, I do not want to be specific! You
can give me a few hundred pounds, but I do not know to a sixpence ex-
actly what I want, I am not sure that I could put it down in black and
white.” You will get no money at all that way! But if you write down in
black and white exactly how much you want—spell it in letters and put it
down, also, in figures—the clerk will give you the money if you have so
much in your account at that bank. So, if you have an account with the
great God—as, blessed be His name, some of us have—go and ask for
what you want!

The Apostle James says in the chapter we read, “If any of you lack
wisdom, let him ask of God.” If a man asks of God riches, that is not
what He has promised to give! If he asks of God good health, that may be
granted to him but, still, the promise is concerning wisdom, and that is
what the man needs! Therefore, let him with all his heart pray, “Lord,
give me wisdom.” I think our prayers would succeed much better if we
were not so wavering about what it is that we really require, and if we
were not dubious as to whether God could give us that very thing.

You, dear Friends, are in a fix—you do not know which way to move.
Happily, you have forgotten your troubles the little while you have been
in the House of Prayer, but tomorrow morning the first thing you will say
to yourself will be, “What am I going to do today?” Do you believe that
God can give you wisdom and that He will do so if you ask Him? Then go
at once to Him and say, “Lord, this is what I need.” Specify your needs.
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State your exact condition. Lay the whole case before God with as much
orderliness as if you were telling your story to an intelligent friend who
was willing to hear it and prepared to help you. And then say, “Lord, this
is specifically what I think I need, and I ask this of You believing that You
can give it to me.”

If it is wisdom that you need, it will be essential, when you ask for that
wisdom, that you decidedly believe that this Book, through which God
teaches us wisdom, is really Inspired, so that what it teaches is distinctly
and unquestionably true—and is received by you as the utterance of In-
fallibility. Ask of God in the full belief that it is so, or else I do not see
how you can pray to be guided. Moreover, the Author of the Bible is pre-
pared to teach you concerning the things which are written in this Book
and it is essential, when you ask for wisdom, that you should believe
that the Holy Spirit is able to enlighten you and is willing to instruct you
concerning those things which now perplex you. Go, then, to God in
prayer, believing in His Word and believing in His Holy Spirit.

God also teaches men sometimes by Providence. He guides their way
as otherwise it could not have been directed. Believe in the Providence of
God, in the overruling hand of God everywhere in everything and, believ-
ing that, go upon your knees and say to Him, “Lord, give me direction.
Give me wisdom by Your Word, by Your Spirit, or by some other means
in Your gracious Providence, and I will bless Your name for it.” But, mark
you, when you go to God asking for wisdom, you will not get any help
from Him unless you are prepared to follow the guidance of that wisdom
when He gives it to you. Many people, when they ask advice, have long
before made up their minds what they mean to do. It is not infrequently
my lot, as pastor, to be consulted by some persons about marriage. | am
very careful as to what I say upon that matter because I am pretty sure
that, long before they ask my opinion, they have decided whom they
mean to marry. In the case of marriage with ungodly persons, they only
come just to salve their consciences, meaning, all the while, to do what
they know is wrong.

Now, dear Friends, do not go to God in that fashion—having made up
your mind already what you mean to do! “Lord,” says one, “help me to do
right in this business.” And he means to do right if it will not be too ex-
pensive. “Lord,” he says, “keep me upright in this transaction.” And he
means upon the whole, preferably, to be upright—if, if, if—if there is any-
thing to be made by it. He would sooner get the money honestly than the
other way but, still, he means to make money somehow! Well, that kind
of praying is impudence, and worse than that—it is an attempt to flatter
the Oracle to take the responsibility of iniquity off your shoulders—and
that will never do when God Jehovah, the All-Glorious One, is the Oracle
to which you appeal! No, there must be in our cries to God a firm belief
in the power of prayer, a firm conviction of the truth of Revelation and a
strong resolve that whatever the Lord bids us do, we will do it, for only to
the man who keeps His Commandments and delights himself in the
Lord, will God give the desires of his heart. If you will not listen to God’s
Word, neither will God listen to your word when you come to Him in
prayer.
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II. Now I want to gather up all my strength and to ask the special at-
tention of all of you who are undecided, while I speak about THE GREAT
NECESSITY IN LIFE, that is, decision for God and for His Truth.

What is indecision? Well, first, it is a thing which permeates the lives of
many men. I could describe some of them and they would probably think
that I was very personal. I wish that they would believe that I mean to be
exactly so! They wish above all things to be Christians, especially on
Sundays, but they have some associates whose company is particularly
pleasurable—and when they are with them, they studiously avoid any-
thing that looks like religion! I have seen them among Christian people
and they are very cautious, for they would not like to be thought worldly.
And I have seen them among worldly people and they are very cautious
there, too, for they would not wish to be thought to be Christians! They
highly approve of a religious book, but then, as some men like a little rot-
ten cheese for the taste of it, so they like just a flavoring of bad literature
because they must know what is in the world—and that rottenness has
to them rather a pleasant flavor.

As for prayer, of course that is admirable—they are glad that their
wives pray, they would be delighted to hear that their children pray and
they, themselves, do pray—but not very often. They do it when they are
obliged to, just as some ships put into harbor when there is rough
weather about. They are upright in business, nobody can find much fault
with them in that respect. They only rob God, that is all—and God being
of no particular consequence to them, they act just as they like towards
Him. Imagine, dear Friends, that you can see a pair of scales and you
have a good illustration of what these waverers are like. Look, that scale
slowly gets to a balance and, by-and-by, the wrong side goes down, and
the right side proves to be short weight! That is how it is with these peo-
ple—they would and they would not—they are, “to good and evil equal
bent.”

And, according to the mood in which you catch the man, he is either a
devil or a saint! He can speak very prettily when, after a service, he is
questioned about his conversion. He says that he is very much obliged to
the friend for being so careful about his soul and he hopes that there is
some good thing in himself toward the Lord God of Israel. If one from the
opposite camp were to accost him in his shop and say, “You go to a place
of worship, don’t you?” he is such a coward that, though he might not
actually tell a lie about it, he would sail wonderfully near the wind and
you might think, from what he said, that he was much more often at the
theater than at a House of Prayer!

This is the kind of man who is undecided and, in describing him, I
take leave to tell him that his condition is one of immorality. Nothing can
be more immoral than for a man to know the right, yet not to follow it
and so far to admit the importance of that right as well-near to yield to it,
and yet to do such despite to God and to his own conscience, as not to
yield to it at all, but to be drawn aside by altogether opposite influences!
If a man were to say, “Well, I am undecided upon the question of hon-
esty,” I would be very decided about locking up the spoons! If there
should be a woman who said, “I am very undecided about the question of
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purity of morals,” I would know that she was no better than she ought to
be. There are some things about which a man must not be undecided—
you must not be undecided about being chaste, about speaking the
truth—and you cannot be undecided about serving God without being
guilty, in that very indecision, of manifest treason against the majesty of
Heaven! I pray every undecided man to give himself his true character
and that will not be a good one. It will be written out in large letters, “You
are in an immoral state as long as you are halting between two opinions.”
Christ reckons that the man who is not with Him is against Him! He who
does not serve Christ is opposing Him. There are no “betweenites™—none
can dwell on the fence. You are either in Immanuel’s land, or else you are
in the dominions of Satan—you can be sure of that! If not right, you are
wrong! If not a friend of Christ, you are His enemy!

This condition of things is also very dangerous. There are some per-
sons here for whom I always pray whenever I enter the pulpit and see
them here. There are some not here, as I see by their not being in their
places, for whom I think no Sunday has passed over my head for years
without my breathing a prayer for them. And still they are not saved. I
have seen some very strange persons who had never come in before and
they have been converted the first time they have attended this place.
But these other people have been here, some of them for 20 years, and
they are not a bit nearer than they were at first because they have always
seemed so near. They still appear very promising, but it never comes to
anything. Everybody who knows them says that within a very short time
they will come forward and confess Christ, but a very long time has al-
ready passed and they have not done so yet because they do not know
Him in their heart and, therefore, they cannot confess Him with their
mouth. You know that when a man is an out-and-out black sinner, you
can aim at him and hit the mark the first shot—but these people who are
a sort of whitey-black, or a kind of blackey-white—you do not know
which they are! It might have been white originally, but certainly it has
been smoked nearly black. Or it may have been originally black, but it
has been certainly bleached to look like white. These undecided people
somehow baffle us. We cannot get at them and meanwhile they get con-
firmed in that wretched condition—and there is no doing anything with
them. It is a very, very dangerous position for a man to occupy.

O my Friend, if this is where you are, I pray you not to sit down at
ease in such a state as that! As well might a man go to the edge of
Shakespeare Cliff at Dover, and lie down to sleep there, and feel himself
perfectly safe, when in a moment he may be dashed to pieces at the foot
of the rock! O Sirs, will you stay where you are? You are on a volcano! It
will burst before long to your destruction. Therefore, escape for your life!

Our text also tells us what this indecision is like— “He that wavers is
like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.” Like a wave of
the sea! Well, a wave of the sea is very unrestful. You see it come rolling
up from a distance. On, on it sweeps and never stops! Out on the broad
Atlantic, what a life a wave seems to have—never still—never for a sec-
ond in one place. Now up like a mountain, then down again like a great
abyss! Such is the life of the undecided man—he does not know where he
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is—and you do not know where to find him. He is never quiet, never still,
never at rest. A man who gives himself up to the devil gets a kind of dead
peace within him. His conscience being seared as with a hot iron, he is
still. This is quite different from the state of the Christian who gives him-
self up wholly to his Lord and who, therefore, enters into a delightful
heavenly peace which continually deepens and increases. The man who
is always shilly-shallying, playing at see-saw all his life, knows nothing of
real rest. He does not make even the best that can be made out of the
devil—he gets nothing worth having from either one side or the other—so
he is a wretched creature, indeed!

The Church will not acknowledge him and the world is suspicious of
him. I am always glad when the world turns out a person of this charac-
ter. When I was pastor at Waterbeach, a certain young man joined the
Church. We thought he was an excellent young man, but there used to
be in the village, once a year, a great temptation in the form of a feast,
and when the feast came round, this young fellow was there in very evil
company. He was in the long room of a public house in the evening, and
when I heard what happened I really felt an intense gratitude to the land-
lady of that place. When she came in and saw him there, she said, “Hal-
loa, Jack So-and-So, are you here? Why, you are one of Spurgeon’s lot,
yet you are here? You ought to be ashamed of yourselfl This is not fit
company for you. Put him out the window, boys.” And they did put him
out the window on the Friday night—and we put him out the door on the
Sunday—for we removed his name from our Church-book! Where was he
to go? The world would not have him and the Church would not have
him. If he had been all for the world, the world would have made some-
thing of him—and if he had been all for Christ, Christ would have made
something of him. But as he tried to be a little of each and so nothing to
either, his life became a wretched one! As he walked the streets, people
pointed at him with scorn. The Christians turned away, thinking him a
hypocrite, as I fear he was, and the worldlings called him so, and made
his name a by-word and a proverb. Oh, you who are neither for God nor
the devil, nobody will respect you long! They cannot!

You fancy, just now, because you have money in your pocket, that you
are a very respectable person. But you are a disreputable person and the
world itself says that you are! And you will find it out, yourself, before
long—and you will be unrestful, like a wave of the sea driven with the
wind and tossed.

The undecided man is also like a wave of the sea, unstable. Yonder
great wave seems to form a pyramid—Ilook how it towers aloft! It is a
wonderful sight, but while you are admiring it, it is gone. It was only
made of water and it has disappeared into its own element. So are there
some people who appear to be excellent and admirable, but they are un-
decided and their goodness is as the morning cloud and as the early
dew—it soon passes away.

They are also uncertain. That wave that is rolling away yonder, where
will it end? Will it sweep across the Atlantic till it reaches the shore of
America? Look, there comes a north wind and it turns towards the ice-
bergs! But another wind blows and now the wave is rolling towards the
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coast of England. It is in a perpetual whirl, just as the winds happen to
drive it—and we have many people of that uncertain kind—“driven with
the wind and tossed.”

These undecided persons, too, are like the waves of the sea because
they have no inward vital principle. A wave of the sea is dependent upon
the wind that comes to bear it on. There may be a great force in the
waves, but even that is not mighty enough to stand against the rough
gale—they are “driven with the wind and tossed.” And look at some of
you! There has only to be a bit of a breeze and see how you are driven by
it. You sang with us just now, “Happy day! Happy day!” Yet, perhaps,
tomorrow evening you will be at a social party where there will be jesting
at religion and some questionable witticisms—and you will laugh at them
as loudly as others will. And if somebody does charge you with being on
the other side, you will stutter, stammer, blush and, at last, you will say
something that all the while you do not like to say. Yes, you are “driven
with the wind.” There are some fellows six feet high if they did but stand
upright, yet anybody can twist them whichever way he likes.

For my part, “I had as well not be, as live to be in awe of such a thing
as I myself.” What does it matter to me what a mere man’s opinion of me
may be? Nothing whatever! If a thing is right, I believe it, say it and try to
live it. And if others also think that it is right, so much the better for
them, but if they think it is wrong, it is none the worse for me when I
have once learned to stand on my own legs. But there is a certain class
of people who always stand on other people’s feet. They ask “Mrs.
Grundy” what is the proper thing to do. If they move in West-End circles,
they would sooner die than be out of the cruel bondage that is called,
“fashion.” If they live at the East-End, there is a rough sort of fashion
there, and they cannot stand against it. They are “like a wave of the sea
driven with the wind and tossed.” I should have an unutterable contempt
for all such people if I did not feel an earnest desire that they might yet
possess a living, powerful principle, and begin to stand alone in the
power and energy of the Divine Life which God gives to all of those who
believe in His Son, Jesus Christ.

The worst of these wavering, undecided people is that, like waves of
the sea, though they are creatures of circumstances, yet they have a
great force for evil. Those waves of the sea, driven with the wind and
tossed, sink many a gallant ship and devour many a brave mariner—and
these unstable people have an influence by which they carry many away.
They half wish that they were not themselves carried away, yet they are.
There is something good about them, but there is also something so bad
that they sweep others on with them to destruction! Perhaps they are
bearing their own children away by their indecision, so that they, too,
will grow up undecided—and generation after generation may be cursed
by their wicked hesitation. God grant that they may not continue in this
evil condition a single moment longer!

In closing, what shall I say to you who are undecided? I pray you
think whether you have not been undecided long enough. Remember
that the question you have to decide is by no means a difficult one.
Whether you shall serve God or Satan, whether you shall live with Christ

8 WWW.Spurgeongems.org Volume 43



Sermon #2537 A Warning to Waverers 9

in Heaven or lie among the lost in Hell forever—these are not questions
about which there ought to be any choice! Decide, then, foolish waverer!
If you are a Believer in the Scriptures, a Believer in the Lord Jesus Christ
as the Savior of men, decide to follow the teaching of those Scriptures
and to accept that Savior—and decide at once! May God help you to de-
cide very speedily! All this while you are robbing yourself of happiness,
robbing God of glory, robbing His people of your help, you are even rob-
bing this poor wicked world of what little you might do for its benefit,
robbing your family of a holy example, robbing your entire life by letting
its best days go for nothing. It is time, then, you were decided! O Lord,
bring these waverers to decision, for Your dear Son’s sake! Amen.

EXPOSITION BY C.H. SPURGEON:
JAMES 1.

Verse 1. James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the
twelve tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting. According to the
teaching of some in the present day, the Apostle should have said, “To
the two tribes and the ten that are lost,” but he does not say so, nor does
Scripture say so. “To the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad, greet-
ings.”

2. My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into diverse temptations.
Or, “trials.” This is a strange thing to say, is it not? Should we not count
it great joy when we escape from trial? Perhaps so, but we are expressly
told to count, or reckon, it all joy when we fall into divers trials. Have you
never known what it is, in times of peace and quietness, to feel as if you
missed the grandeur of the Presence of God? I have looked back to times
of trial with a kind of longing, not to have them return, but to feel the
strength of God as I have felt it, then—to feel the power of faith, as I have
felt it, then—to hang upon God’s powerful arm as I hung upon it, then,
and to see God at work as I saw Him then. I think the mariner at home
must sometimes feel a kind of longing to once more enjoy a storm on the
ocean and to see how the good ship rides on the billows’ crest. Life gets
flat, sometimes, while all goes smoothly, and we need even the variety of
a trial to bring us to close dealing with our God. It is so much for our
good to be tried, it is so much for the glory of God that we should be
tried, that we will read the verse again and note what the Apostle says—
“My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into divers trials.” Be like the
soldier who is not afraid of the shot and shell, and the turmoil and strife
of the battle!

3. Knowing this, that the trying of your faith works patience. That is a
gem of the first water, well worth finding even if you have to dig in the
mines of trial for it.

4. But let patience have her perfect work, that you may be perfect and
entire, wanting nothing. This is true Christian perfection, when every gra-
cious quality is present, and present in perfection! If you have a child, it
is a great joy to you to find the child perfect as a child—with no sense de-
ficient, no limb missing and every part rightly formed. Oh, that we may
all be such Christians—“perfect and entire, wanting nothing!”
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5. If any of you lack wisdom. That is the point in which we are all defi-
cient and if we are to be wanting in nothing, we must not be lacking in
wisdom. How, then, are we to obtain it?

5. Let him ask of God, that gives to all men liberally, and upbraids not;
and it shall be given him. Young beginner, you who have but lately put on
Christ, you certainly do lack wisdom—you cannot have attained that gift
in all its fullness as yet—then go to God for it! He can give it to you and
he will give it to you if you ask Him for it.

6, 7. But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavers is
like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that
man think that he shall receive anything of the Lord. It ensures failure in
prayer when there is not a decided faith in the one who prays—and it en-
sures failure of the whole life if there is not a decided determination to
serve the Lord.

8-11. A double minded-man is unstable in all his ways. Let the brother
of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted: but the rich, in that he is made
low: because as the flower of the grass, he shall pass away. For the sun is
no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withers the grass, and the
flower thereof falls, and the grace—Or, “beauty.”

11. Of the fashion of it perishes: so also shall the rich man fade away
in his ways. No matter how luxurious may be his mode of living, no mat-
ter how admirable may be his taste, he shall certainly fade—and all that
he has will fade, too. And if this is all that can be said of him, that he is a
rich man—he is a very poor creature, indeed.

12. Blessed is the man that endures temptation: for when he is tried, he
shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to them that
love Him. For that is the purpose of our trials—that we should be made
to love Him more and love him better. This is that Divine Grace which
shall win “the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to them that
love Him.”

13. Let no man say, when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God
cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempts He any man. That is to say, if
God permits or sends temptation to any man, it is not an inducement to
sin. In that sense, God tempts no man. Those temptations which are said
to come from God are trials or tests. In that sense, God does tempt all His
people, even as it is written, “God did tempt (or, prove) Abraham.” He
tries and tests them, that they may see and that He may see, whether
their faith and their professmn is genuine or not, even as the Angel of the
Lord said to Abraham, after the trial of his fa1th “Now I know that you
fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son from Me.”

14. But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust,
and enticed. This is the essence of an evil temptation—a man’s own lust.

15. Then when lust has conceived, it brings forth sin; and sin, when it
is finished, brings forth death. There you see the egg, the larva and the
full-grown fly of sin! “Sin, when it is finished, brings forth death.”

16. Do not err, my beloved brethren. Do not err about anything, but,
especially do not err about this matter of temptation, where you may so
easily make a blunder. “Do not err, my beloved brethren.”
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17. Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes
down from the Father of Lights, with whom is no varzableness neither
shadow of turning. Ascribe all evil to yourself, to the world, or to Satan—
but ascribe all good unto God. “Every good gift and every perfect gift”—
every grain of goodness, every trace of excellence that there is in the
world comes from Him—but no evil ever comes from Him.

18. Of His own will He begat us with the word of truth, that we should
be a kind of first fruits of His creatures. It is a very delightful idea that we
are presented to God as “a kind of first fruits of His creatures.” There is a
whole harvest behind us, as Paul also reminds us in Romans 8:19-21—
“For the earnest expectation of the creature waits for the manifestation of
the sons of God. For the creature was made subject to vanity, not will-
ingly, but by reason of Him who has subjected the same in hope, be-
cause the creature, itself, also shall be delivered from the bondage of cor-
ruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.”

19, 20. Therefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear,
slow to speak, slow to anger: for the anger of man works not the right-
eousness of God. Therefore, when we are tempted, let us not be in a
hurry to pronounce a verdict on the temptation. If we are slandered and
evilly spoken of, let us not be quick to reply, or to grow angry. Let us be
slow—very slow—to anger. It will be our wisdom, for no good comes of
human anger. “The anger of man works not the righteousness of God.”

21. Therefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness and
receive with meekness the engrafted Word, which is able to save your
souls. Receive it as a graft. As the tree is prepared by the knife to receive
the new shoot that is to be put into it, and so does receive it as to make it
its own, and to use it for its own fruit-bearing purposes, even in that way
“receive with meekness the engrafted Word, which is able to save your
souls.”

22-24. But be you doers of the Word, and not hearers, only, deceiving
your own selves. For if any is a hearer of the Word and not a doer, he is
like unto a man beholding his natural face in a mirror: for he beholds him-
self, and goes his way, and straightway forgets what manner of man he
was. The best thing to do when you look into a mirror, and spy a spot on
your face, is to wash it off. The true use of hearing the Word, or reading
it, is to amend one’s self at once in those points in which the Word dis-
covers us to be faulty. To look in the mirror and not to wash off the spots
is but a piece of vanity. And to hear a sermon, or read a chapter, and not
to put into practice what we are taught is a sad waste of time.

25. But whoso looks into the perfect Law of liberty and continues
therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man
shall be blessed in his deed. There are many who complain of their short
memories when they are hearing sermons. Well, then, let them be quick
about doing what the sermon bids them, and then they will not be forget-
ful hearers. You have heard how one good woman described the effect of
the sermon she has heard. She was one who washed wool and when her
minister went round to ask her what she had learned on the previous
Sabbath, she did not even remember the text. “Oh, Janet,” he said, “I am
afraid you are a forgetful hearer! I cannot see what good the sermon has
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done for you.” So she took him to the back of her house where she had a
pump—and she worked at the handle while she held underneath the
spout a sieve full of wool that was dirty and foul. The water ran through
the wool and through the sieve, and all ran away. “There,” she said, “this
sieve is like my memory. But, Sir, though the water does not stop in the
sieve, it washes the wool—and what you preach, though it does not stay
in my memory, it has washed my heart and cleansed my life and conver-
sation.” Never mind about keeping the water in the sieve so long as it
washes the wool! No man can be said to be a forgetful hearer who is a
doer of the work that he is bid to perform!

26. If any man among you seems to be religious. You know what that
means and there are some who do seem to be wonderfully religious. But-
ter would not melt in their mouths, as we say, they are so solemn. “If any
man among you seems to be religious.”

26. And bridles not his tongue—That little noisy troublesome member.
“And bridles not his tongue.”

26. But deceives his own heart, this man’s religion is vain. If religion
does not salt your tongue and keep it sweet, it has done nothing for you.
If the doctor wants to know the state of your health, he says, “Let me see
your tongue.” And there is no better test of the health of the mind than to
see what is on the tongue! When it gets furred up with unkind words.
When it turns black with blasphemy. When it is spotted with lascivious-
ness, there is something very bad inside the heart, you may be quite sure
of that!

27. Pure religion.—It might be rendered, “Pure ritualism.”

27. And undefiled before God and the Father is this. What is pure ritu-
alism according to the Inspired Apostle. To wear a white surplice and to
change it for a black gown? I do not see that in the Scriptures. To have
little boys in white to sing for you? I do not see that. What I do see is
this—

27. To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction and to keep
himself unspotted from the world. 1 should like to have such a surpliced
choir as this—a company of Christian men and women robed in unspot-
ted holiness! We shall have such a choir as that around the eternal
Throne of God, so they who wish to be there had better begin to practice
the music here! The Lord help you to do so, for Christ’s sake! Amen.

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK”—797, 658, 788.

Adapted from The C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307

PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON TO BRING MANY
TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST.
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A DISCOURSE UPON
TRUE BLESSEDNESS

HERE AND HEREAFTER
NO. 1874

A SERMON INTENDED FOR READING ON LORD’S-DAY, DECEMBER 13, 1885.
DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON,
ON LORD’S-DAY EVENING, AUGUST 2, 1885.

“Blessed is the man that endures temptation: for when he is tried,
he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord has
promised to them that love Him.”

James 1:12.

THE text is a Beatitude. It begins with BLESSED. We should all like to
be blessed. What a more than golden word that “blessed,” is! It begins the
Psalms of David—there is sweetest poetry in it. It begins the sermon of the
Son of David. It is the end of all holy teaching. “Happiness” is the earthly
word. “Blessedness” is the heavenly one. Happiness may prove to be a su-
perficial appearance, but blessedness is deep as the abyss. Happiness rip-
ples like a flowing brook, but blessedness is a springing well. Happiness
may be wholly human, but blessedness has the Divine element in it. Hap-
piness is transient; blessedness is eternal! Happiness may lie in our own
conception of things; blessedness is God’s verdict, God’s truthful state-
ment of a man’s condition! Happiness may prove but tinsel—blessedness
is solid gold. Oh, to be blessed! Blessed of the Lord which made Heaven
and earth!

Where are these blessed men? There are such still upon the earth, for
the text says, “Blessed is the man.” It speaks not of a phantom, but of a
man. It treats not of an ideal man, but of one who is tried and made to
endure temptation. I hear in this verse the echo of the music of many a
Psalm which was chanted by the saints hundreds of years ago! James
took pen in hand concerning blessed men and of the same persons,
David, long before, had sung of men well known to him. There are such
persons as blessed men, or the eminently practical James would not have
written concerning them. It is true the curse has fallen on the world and
man is born to endure toil and suffering in tilling a thorn-bearing earth
and earning his bread with the sweat of his face, but for all that, there are
blessed men—men so blessed that the wilderness and the solitary place
are glad for them—and by their presence the desert is made to rejoice and
blossom as the rose!

Where are these blessed men? Can we be of their number? Is there any
way by which we can enter their ranks and become members of their glo-
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rious peerage? Blessed men! From this day on we will not rest until we are
initiated into this sacred fellowship!

Great mistakes are made as to the persons who are happy and blessed.
Some suppose that the wealthy must be blessed—but if their lives were
written, it could be proven, without a doubt, that some of those who have
had the largest possessions have had the very least of blessedness, espe-
cially when those possessions have brought with them the curses of the
oppressed and the wailings of the down-trodden. It must be an awful
thing to have tons of cankered gold and silver pressing upon the soul—
and burying the true life beneath the accursed load! Yes, and when wealth
comes justly, it often brings such care, such burdensomeness with it, that
it is well described in the Scriptures as a load of thick clay! In addition,
there may be such a lack of power to enjoy it that the man may be rather
cursed than blessed by his possessions. Well may we pity the man who
has pictures but no sight, music but no ear, meat but no appetite, estates
but no health with which to enjoy them.

Are there not thousands of such? Certainly they are not blessed by
their fortunes. Moreover, riches are uncertain things. Like the hoarfrost of
the morning, they are gone when the sun is up. Do but clap your hands
and the birds that cover the fields fly away—and so do riches—they “take
to themselves wings and fly away.” How should such fleeting things bring
blessedness to the fields on which they light for so short an hour? No,
look not in gold mines for blessedness, for it gleams not among the nug-
gets. Blessedness cannot be gotten for all the treasures of the miser, or
the wealth of nations.

But, surely, it is to be found in positions of eminence and power! These
are greatly coveted and men will sell their souls to win them. But I sup-
pose from what I have read of history that if I were to select the most un-
happy set of men beneath the vault of Heaven, one would only have to se-
lect statesmen, emperors and kings! Surely on the day of his installation,
the great man may well says, “Farewell peace!” I should certainly not
search among the lofty glaciers of yonder Alps to find the flowers of hap-
piness. All is chill and cold and tempestuous in the high places of the
earth. And if one had the choice of such a place, he might accept it out of
a self-denying wish to do good, but otherwise he were unwise to have it as
a gift. Not the high but the holy are blessed—not those who sit with the
great, but those who serve with the good are marked out by the Lord as
blessed.

Nobler natures feel no greed for gold and pine for no distinction of rank.
They count those blessed who know and are stored with wisdom. Surely
to pry into the secrets of Nature and read the pages of philosophy must be
pleasure of a lofty kind. Therefore ambitious youth burns the midnight
oil—and the oil from the marrow of life as well—hoping that in search and
study the mystery of blessedness will be discovered. But is it so? Does he
that increases knowledge increase joy? Does he not, rather add to his sor-
row? If knowledge were bliss, the devil would be in Heaven! Should we
possess the gift of prophecy and understand all mysteries and all knowl-
edge, yet these would profit us nothing in the trade of happiness. Tele-
scopes, microscopes, air pumps and calculating machines are not the in-
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struments of that alchemy which brings happiness out of all conditions!
In another school than that of Plato we must learn in whatever state we
are to be content. Blessedness is not the bookworm of the library, but a
spirit which descends from above!

But some think that, surely, blessedness may be had by a combination
of dignity and wisdom and riches. Put these together and a man might
surely be blessed! And yet it does not seem so. I should think that no
mortal that ever lived had finer opportunities than Solomon. He began
with a blessed heritage from a father who was a man after God’s own
heart. He gathered riches like the sand of the sea and he had a capacious
mind like the sea itselfl None of that age could be thought of as his rival
and, perhaps, none since have altogether equaled this many-sided man.
He denied himself no luxury. He abstained from no pleasure. He tried eve-
rything that could be tried, both serious and comic.

There was nothing from which he stayed his hand. He cast everything
into the crucible and he brought out of it, not gold, but ashes! “Vanity of
vanities, says the Preacher, all is vanity.” This is the conclusion of Solo-
mon’s life as well as of Solomon’s discourse. No, you cannot find blessed-
ness on a throne nor in making many books, nor in seeking out many in-
ventions, nor in enjoying all luxuries. These things all cry, “It is not in
me!” Blessedness is a thing which is not discoverable beneath the moon,
apart from Him who sits above this world and looks down—and by His
Spirit influences human minds after the best things. Apart from Him you
may have health and wealth and talent and eminence and power and dig-
nity—and yet be written down among the most wretched of mankind!

If you want blessedness, hear Him speak who knows. That is, hear the
Holy Spirit speak by the mouth of His servant James—“Blessed is the
man that endures temptation.” The subject for tonight shall be the blessed
man in his worldly state and, secondly, the blessed man in the world to
come.

I. We are going to find him first, in this present world, and consider
him in this present life. Let us behold THE BLESSED IN THIS LIFE.
“Blessed is the man that endures temptation.”

It does seem very startling, at first sight, that the blessed man should
be described in this way. Notice, it does not say, “Blessed is the man that
is tempted,” nor, “Blessed is the man that is beset by temptation.” No.
“Blessed is the man that endures temptation.” That is to say, the man who
bears up under it, survives it, is not led aside by it, but endures it as gold
endures the fire.

But observe, first, that it does not say, “Blessed is the man who is never
tempted.” I am sure that word has often been ready upon our lips when
we have been in the sharp fire of the enemy. We have said, “Blessed is
that man who is never tried, never afflicted, never tempted. Oh when shall
we get to the place where there shall be none of these trials and tempta-
tions?” But James says not, “Blessed is the man who is not tempted,” but,
“Blessed is the man that endures temptation.”

Look, Sirs, suppose we are professing Christians tonight and, as such,
think that we have genuine faith in Christ—that we have a brlght hope of
Heaven—that we have a pure and fervent love to God—that we have, in
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ourselves, received the gifts and Graces of the Holy Spirit and that we are
certainly the children of God? These are flattering beliefs and tend greatly
to our present comfort.

But suppose none of these have been tried? It would be a very pre-
sumptuous and unwise thing for us to pronounce ourselves blessed, for
when such trial shall come—and come it will to us all in life or in death—
suppose all our happy signs and cheering tokens should fail us? We can-
not say that we are blessed till our Graces have been tried and proven—
and when they have been tried and proven and we have endured the test
in God’s great proof-house, then are we blessed, but not till then! Here is a
man who has received a file of what looks to be bank notes and he thinks
he is very rich. Have you tried to pass one of them? Have you taken one of
them to a bank? No, poor fool! He does not wish to have his fine fortune
tried, but he gets angry when you suggest a doubt. And yet his wealth is
mere fiction! Those flimsy papers are bank notes of the Bank of Elegance
and if he were to attempt to pass them, he might rather be suspected to
be a thief, than be judged to be a rich man! Much faith in this world is no
better than that—and he is not blessed, but blinded—that possesses it!

He is blessed who has tried his faith, who has gone to God with a
promise and received an answer to his prayer. He is blessed who has had
his faith tried—who, having been put into the furnace, has by that faith in
God been made to walk safely amid the flaming coals and to come out
unharmed. Untried faith is questionable faith. Is it faith at all? Was there
ever in this world a Believer altogether without trouble, or a grain of faith
which had undergone no trial?

Blessed, then, is the man that endures trial. I would not like to have
everything about me untried. You would hardly like to sleep in a bed con-
cerning which you were not sure that it might not be damp and cause
your death. One would not like to buy a house that he had never seen, or
a yoke of oxen that he had never tried, or even a cheese which he had not
tasted. One feels like David when he put on Saul’s armor. Though it was
royal armor, he did not like it any the better for that, for he had never
seen the go of it, nor tried how far he could move and fight in it. It fitted
him a great deal too much and he could hardly find himself within its am-
ple scope. At last he made up his mind to have none of it—he must have it
off and, therefore, he cried “I cannot go with these, for I have not proven
them!” He had well tried that bit of hide which made his sling, though—he
knew what he could do with that and a smooth stone—and, therefore, he
felt at ease with tried weapons. But as for Saul’s armor—well, he had not
tried it. If your religion has never been tested, you can hardly be described
as “blessed.” “Blessed is the man that endures temptation.”

It may seem a fine thing to have a religion that you lay aside on Mon-
day morning after having carefully brushed it. It may seem correct and
proper to put your Sunday religion into a box with a sprig of lavender or
something to keep away the moth. But it is an awful farce. Your godliness
will come out again on Saturday evening with your clean linen and you
will be very gracious on Sunday morning when you have put on your suit
and your sanctity, your hat and your heavenly-mindedness. As for the
week—well, you do not need to wear your religion out too soon and, there-
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fore, you do not use it on Monday! You have other manners for Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday. This is a wretched comedy!
O Sirs, the sooner you burn such religion, the better! You need to have a
religion which is tested every day in the week and which stands you in
good stead because it can endure the test! You are blessed if you have a
religion which God gives, which God tries, which God sustains, which God
accepts! As an uncultivated garden is no garden, so untried godliness is
no godliness! A faith that will not bear strain and test is no faith! A love
that cannot endure a temptation is no love to God at all! See, then, he is
not blessed who is screened from temptation, but he is blessed whose
faith, hope, love and every Grace will bear the trial.

In these times, we need not wish for more temptations, for they are all
around us. Men who live in London need not go across the street to meet
the devil. The very atmosphere of a great city is close and hot with the
reek of sin. As flies in summer, so will temptations torment you, go where
you may. Men of business, you need not ask for temptations—they are
thick in every trade and they multiply like gnats. They swarm in the fac-
tory, the counting-house, the exchange and the shop. The Christian man
in public needs not sigh for temptations—they will not be ashamed to so-
licit him in the open streets. This age tests the backbone of every Chris-
tian. A man had necessarily be a man at such an hour as this! We must
not be dwarfs nor spiritual consumptives! We have come into the very
thick of the fight and woe to that man who cannot endure temptation—
but blessed is the man who can bear it even to the end!

Dear Sister in Christ, you think yourself very patient. Have you any
pain? Have you endured the loss of children or husband? If not, be not too
sure of your patience. But blessed are they whose patience has endured
the open grave, the constant gnawing at the heart, the bitterness of pov-
erty and the agony of an everyday struggle for bread. The men who bear
affliction in a gracious manner, these are the blessed people, for they have
a patience that has been tested a faith that has passed the ordeal, a love
that has been more than a conqueror in trial! These, according to our text,
are the blessed people! The Holy Spirit pronounces them such.

And they are blessed among other things for this reason—because they
have endured temptation through their love to God. Read the text again,
“Blessed is the man that endures temptation: for when he is tried, he
shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised—“o them
that endure temptation”? No, “to them that love Him.” So that those who
endure temptation rightly, endure it because they love God. They say to
themselves, “How can I do this great wickedness and sin against God?”
They cannot fall into sin because it would grieve Him who loves them so
well and whom they love with all their hearts! To abstain from sin for any
reason is, so far, good. But you may abstain from sin from a motive which
will lend no virtue to your abstinence! Some abstain from sin from fear of
men, or from hope of gain—as the thief is honest when he sees a police-
man and the beggar becomes pious when a meal is to be had at church.
One sin will often kill another sin, as the miser shuns profligacy because
he is too mean to spend his money riotously.
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But to abstain from sin because you love God—yes, that is the thing! To
cease from evil ways because the Lord Jesus Christ has loved you and
given Himself for you and you have been led to put your sole trust in the
merit of His precious blood—this is a genuine work of Grace! You love Him
because He first loved you and then you say, “Now will I, with holy ear-
nestness, keep myself clean from every sin and fly from everything that is
not upright, true, honest, kind, good and pure. I will purge myself, by the
help of God’s Divine Spirit, from all filthiness of the flesh and of the
spirit.” When you endure temptation out of love to God, then you are
blessed!

“Well,” says one, “I do not yet see the peculiar blessedness of that.” You
would, dear Friend, if you had ever possessed it! I do not need, for a mo-
ment, to explain to the child of God what a blessed condition he is in who
has endured temptation out of love to God—for there is, first, a main ele-
ment of blessedness in the fact that it is a blessed thing to love God. 1 can-
not see how a man can be unhappy who really loves God. If you love God,
you cannot be cast into Hell because there can be no Hell in the heart
that loves God! Love to God is, in itself, such a delightful emotion that be-
fore long the indulgence of it perfumes the whole mind with happiness. To
love You, my God! To love You, my God! Surely if You give me no more
than this I will bless You forever and ever! It is Heaven enough for such a
poor creature as [ am to be permitted to love the Lord my God with all my
heart, soul and strength!

Then there arises out of the endurance of temptation a sense of God’s
acceptance. The text says, “Blessed is the man that endures temptation,
for when he is approved”™—that is the new version—and a very correct one,
too. Not so much when he is tried, but when he has been tried—when he
has been put into the refining pot and has come out certified to be real
unalloyed gold. When he is proven and, therefore, approved—then he
shall receive the crown of life.

After the tried man has stood against temptation, God says of him “Now
I know that you fear Me,” as he said concerning Abraham after He had
tried him. “Now I know that you fear God.” This approval of God breeds a
holy delight in the soul. The soul becomes conscious of the approbation of
God and, I venture to say, that any man who has felt that approbation in
his heart knows the beginning of Heaven! Blessed is that man who con-
sciously enjoys his Maker’s approval, who can stand up before the infi-
nitely Holy One and say, “Although I have sinned, my Lord Jesus has
washed me in His blood and the Holy Spirit has helped me to resist the
temptations which once overcame me. And I know that the gracious Fa-
ther approves me.” This is, indeed, blessedness! I know of nothing to ex-
ceed it. Blessed is the man that steadfastly endures temptation, for the
Lord Himself is well pleased with Him!

There comes over the back of this a number of things to help to make
such a man blessed, for he has great thankfulness in his soul. “O God,” he
says, “I thank You that I have been kept while passing through those
temptations.” He is as glad as one who has been taken out of a burning
house! I have known what it is to escape from a strong temptation without
falling into it and I think that I have felt as grateful to God as a man
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