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THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

THE BOOK OF

PROVERBS

General Observations

It is remarkable that in the three sacred books, of which this
is one of them, written by Solomon, he sends each forth
under three different titles. Here he calls himself the son of
David, king of Israel. The book of Ecclesiastes, he stiles the
words of the Preacher, and therein he takes the name of the
King of Jerusalem. And in the Canticles, after speaking in the
title page of the excellency of it, he only puts his name of
Solomon.

Various have been the opinions of holy men of old,
concerning the time in which those portions of inspired
scripture have been sent forth. Some have thought that the
whole were written when be was near death. And others have
said that the book of the Songs was written first, and the
book of Ecclesiastes last; but this is certainly contrary to the
order in which they are placed in the Bible, perhaps about 980
years before CHRIST.
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I do not think it necessary to dwell at all upon the character
of Solomon, because the HoLy GHOST hath very largely given
his history in its proper place; and the uses to be made of his
history are also very plainly marked out; so that every thing
on this ground is superseded.

The period in which this book of Gob was written, it cannot be
difficult to ascertain. The age of the church in which Solormon
lived will serve to shew very nearly the time in which those
precious sentences and maxims were committed to writing.
What is said of him in one of the books of the Kings, may
satisfy that it was at the time when his faculties were most
bright and shining, when he spoke of trees from the cedar
tree that is in Lebanon, to the hyssop that springeth out of
the wall; and there came of people to hear hiniThe book of
the Proverbs itself, seems to be a collection of the. most
approved things' but eminently so as pointing in many parts
to the Person and office of CHRIST; so that as we pass though
the holy volume, in the perusal of it, and discover, through
the SPIRIT'S teaching, the leading features of JEsus: we are
frequently constrained to cry out, A greater than Solomon is
here.

I shall only detain the Reader, before he enters upon the
perusal, to observe that this book of instruction receives great
sanction and authority from the LorRD JEsus, as to the mode
that is here adopted of conveying divine truths. So much was
it the custom of the East to teach in this way, that it was the
universal maxim, And in conformity to it, our adored LORD at
one time, delivered his discourses so much in parables, that
we are told, without a parable space he not unto them. | only
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pray Him, who is the Almighty Teacher in his church, that
while we read this and every other of the sacred books of
Gob, he may so graciously give to us a right understanding in
all things, that while to others it is only in parables, to us may
be given, to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven;
and that in that knowledge and enjoyment, we may find the
same grace as was imparted to his disciples when he said,
Blessed are your eyes for they see, and your ears for they
hear.

Chapter 1

Contents

The general design of parables is here described. A number of
select maxims are given, and the object of the whale volume
Is set forth in shewing that it is to bring men acquainted with
Gad, as the beginning and end of all wisdom.

PROVERBS 1:1
The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel;

We have here the title of the book and the name of the
Author of it. But as the book itself forms a part of, the sacred
scriptures, and carries With it in many parts, decided
testimonies of its inspiration, we should be always upon the
look out for Him, on whose account all scripture was written,
and for the promotion of whose glory in the salvation a his
church and people all was intended. Reader! let you and
study to find CHRIST as we go over the book of the Proverbs.
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And while we are reading the Proverbs of So/omon, the son of
David, king of Israel, recollect that our Jedidiah, our beloved
of the LorD, was also the Son of David, after the flesh, and
both king of Israel, and King of kings and LorD of lords.
Precious Jesus! do thou, by both Writer and Reader, while we
are attending to these parables, as thou didst by thy disciples
in the days of thy flesh, when we are alone with thee, do thou
expound all things to us concerning thyself, Mark 4:34; 2
Samuel 12:25

PROVERBS 1:2-7

To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words of
understanding; To receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and
judgment, and equity; To give subtilty to the simple, to the young
man knowledge and discretion. A wise man will hear, and will
increase learning; and a man of understanding shall attain unto
wise counsels: To understand a proverb, and the interpretation;
the words of the wise, and their dark sayings. The fear of the
LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom
and instruction.

These verses seem to be designed as a preamble or general
preface to the book itself. And I particularly beg the Reader to
remark with me, that under this idea, a proverb is said to be a
dark saying, intimating that there is much more in it than
might at first sight be supposed. And therefore, through the
whole of the proverbs, we are taught to be looking beyond
the surface for the grand substance that is concealed. And
this if 1 do not greatly err, we shall find to be CHRIST. He is the
wisdom which is here spoken of, and for which the proverbs
are given. He calls himself by the name, Luke 7:35. LORD, |
would pray, give to him that writes, and to him that reads, a
rigid understanding in all things, that we may discover CHRIST
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to be both the wisdom of Gop and the power of Gob, for
salvation to every one that believeth, 1 Corinthians 1:21-24.

PROVERBS 1:8-19

My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law
of thy mother: For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy
head, and chains about thy neck. My son, if sinners entice thee,
consent thou not. If they say, Come with us, let us lay wait for
blood, let us lurk privily for the innocent without cause: Let us
swallow them up alive as the grave; and whole, as those that go
down into the pit: We shall find all precious substance, we shall fill
our houses with spoil: Cast in thy lot among us; let us all have one
purse: My son, walk not thou in the way with them; refrain thy
foot from their path: For their feet run to evil, and make haste to
shed blood. Surely in vain the net is spread in the sight of any
bird. And they lay wait for their own blood; they lurk privily for
their own lives. So are the ways of every one that is greedy of
gain; which taketh away the life of the owners thereof.

The sacred writer of this book having given the preface of his
book, here enters upon the subject of it; and that he might
enforce what he bad to say still more, he begins it with an
exhortation. Under the character of an Instructor, as a father
of his children, he endeavours to gain their affection by such
a tender appellation, as that of a father addressing his son.
And if the Reader observes, the opening of his discourse is
altogether upon the plan and principles of the gospel. For it
points to the corruption of the heart in the enticement of
sinners, and the propensity of our nature to listen to the
temptation. Among the first offices of the HoLy GHosT, the
convincing of sin stands pointed out by him, whose office
character' is that of wisdom. And | hope the Reader hath not
now to learn that the very apprehension of CHRIST as a
SAVIOUR, pre-supposes that we have a thorough sense of our
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need of CHRIST in the consciousness of our being sinners,
John 14:7-8.

PROVERBS 1:20-33

Wisdom crieth without; she uttereth her voice in the streets: She
crieth in the chief place of concourse, in the openings of the
gates: in the city she uttereth her words, saying, How long, ye
simple ones, will ye love simplicity? and the scorners delight in
their scorning, and fools hate knowledge? Turn you at my reproof:
behold, I will pour out my spirit unto you, | will make known my
words unto you. Because | have called, and ye refused; | have
stretched out my hand, and no man regarded; But ye have set at
nought all my counsel, and would none of my reproof: | also will
laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh; When
your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction cometh as a
whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh upon you. Then
shall they call upon me, but | will not answer; they shall seek me
early, but they shall not find me: For that they hated knowledge,
and did not choose the fear of the LORD: They would none of my
counsel: they despised all my reproof. Therefore shall they eat of
the fruit of their own way, and be filled with their own devices.
For the turning away of the simple shall slay them, and the
prosperity of fools shall destroy them. But whoso hearkeneth
unto me shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil.

These verses are introduced with great beauty after the
former. Having in some measure prepared the heart for
receiving instruction, by turning up the fallow ground, to sow
in righteousness. CHRIST is here introduced in his gracious
office, as calling upon the sinner, wounded under a sense of
sin, to look unto him and to be saved, Hosea 10:12; lsaiah
45:22. 1 do not think it necessary to detain the Reader with a
long commentary on the several parts of this divine sermon;
for if (as | pray the LorRD may be the case) the LorD the HoLy
GHoST be our Teacher, it is his gracious office to take of the
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things of JEsus and skew them to us. And under his teaching
it will not be difficult to find Jesus in every part of it, John
16:14. | must not, however, omit one observation in this
place, because it is important. The word here translated,
wisdom, is in the original, in the plural number wisdoms. 1 do
not positively presume to say, wherefore it is so; but I
venture to believe, that as wisdom is a well-known office-
character of Jesus, as the CHRIST; that is in united natures of
Gobp and wan in one Person; it was intended to convey to the
church, that CHRIST is in the abstract, all wisdoms in one; for
in him are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge,
Colossians 2:3. And | am the more inclined to this opinion,
because the sacred writers, in their reference to JEsus, seem
to delight in plurals. We have a beautiful example of this kind
in the first Psalm. Blessed is the man that walketh not in the
counsel of the ungodly, &c. The man here spoken of, can be
no other than CHrIST, for very obvious reasons, as | have
shewn in the commentary on that part of scripture. For none
among the fallen sons of men can be said with truth to be
blessed, but in him. But what | particularly request the
Reader to observe with me now is, that the word translated in
that psalm blessed, /s also in the plural number, and implying
all blessedness in one. And CHRIST is all this; for as
blessedness doth not consist in one good thing, but a
thorough and complete blessedness takes /7 all, so CHRIST and
CHRIST alone is this: and He that is wisdom, being the
essential source and fountain of all wisdom to all the different
streams of it, is no less the whole sum and substance of
blessedness in giving existence to it in all the distributions of
it among his creatures. Reader! | pray you pause over the
thought! And think what an infinite mind must our JESUS
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possess, since every portion of knowledge, and intellect, and
wisdom, is derived from Him who is in himself wisdoms.
Conceive, if possible, what blessedness in all the fullness of
infinity, must constitute Him, who is our CHRIST, /n whom all
nations of the earth can alone be blessed! Psalm 72:17. And
Reader! do indulge me with adding one thought more for your
meditation on this sweet subject, as well as my own. If JESuS
be thus wisdoms and blessedness in the full aggregate of
both, to the total exclusion of every other, but as derived
from him; think what unspeakable felicity must it be to be
interested in him, yea, to be a part in him, by virtue of our
union with him, as the Head of his church, and consequently
entitted to all such proportions both of wisdom and
blessedness as shall be for his glory, and his church's
happiness! For we do not come to him to give us wisdom
only, but for himself to be our wisdom; not only to give us
blessedness, but himself to be our blessedness; and thus not
only to bring us to the everlasting enjoyment of both; but to
be himself the sum and substance of both, in being our
wisdom, blessedness, and portion for ever. Oh! the
unspeakable blessedness of CHRIST, well may we cry out with
the apostle, Now thanks be unto Gob for his unspeakable gift.
2 Corinthians 9:15.

Reflections

READER! Is it indeed Jesus that thus crieth Without and
uttereth his voice in the streets? And shall not you and | go to
him, and attend to him, and listen with suitable earnestness
of soul, to what this divine Teacher teacheth? Did all the earth
seek to hear the wisdom of Solomon, were they gathered
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from every part of it to his court? and shall not we be earnest
to receive instruction, when a greater than Solomon is here?
Oh! thou, whose name is indeed Wisdoms! because nothing
that is wise can be found, but in thee: do thou, blessed Jesus,
while thou art calling without, incline my heart within to seek
for thee as for hidden treasure, and to value thy love more
than the choicest gold. and while thousands, and tens of
thousands, are ignorant of thee, and know not where wisdom
is to be found, and where is the place of understanding; while
the depth saith, it is not in me; and the sea saith, it is not
with me: oh! LoRD, give me to see, that in thee are hid all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge, and that in possessing
thee, | possess all things. Be thou, LORD, to me, the
Wonderful Counsellor, for then shall 1 understand this book of
the Proverbs, the words of the wise, and their dark sayings:
then, through thy grace, will my feet be kept from euvil,
neither shall 1 run into the congregation of sinners. Yes!
blessed LorD, | shall delight to sit at thy footstool, to hear the
gracious words which proceed from thy mouth. And | shall
more and more discover in thee, that thou art all in all, the
LorD, My wisdom. and my righteousness, and that thou art
made of Gob, unto me wisdom, and righteousness,
sanctification, and redemption,; and that all my glorying is in
thee, O LORD.

Chapter 2

Contents
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Wisdom continueth her sermon through this chapter, which
she had begun in the former. Blessings are promised to the
faithful, and destruction shewn to be the sad portion of the
wicked.

PROVERBS 2:1-5

My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my
commandments with thee; So that thou incline thine ear unto
wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding; Yea, if thou
criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding;
If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid
treasures; Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and
find the knowledge of God.

The subject continues the same as in the former chapter; and
the address as from a father to a son is carried on under the
same endearing appellation, by way of enforcing what is said.
And this doth not at all lessen the idea, that it is CHRIST who is
here personated; for he fills all relations and is included in all
the charities of life. He is the everlasting FATHER, as well as
the husband of his church, and the Brother born for adversity,
Isaiah 9:6; Proverbs 17:17; Isaiah 54:5

PROVERBS 2:6-8

For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge
and understanding. He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous:
he is a buckler to them that walk uprightly. He keepeth the paths
of judgment, and preserveth the way of his saints.

Is it not GoD our FATHER, that is here particularly spoken of?
For who gave CHRIST to the church, but the FATHER? John
3:16. Who was it called him in righteousness, or laid up

10
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salvation in him, and laid our iniquities upon him? Isaiah 42:6.
To whom is the church entrusted by CHRIST, and who is the
Almighty keeper of the church but the FATHER? John 17:11;
Psalm 121:5; 1 Samuel 2:9.

PROVERBS 2:9-12

Then shalt thou understand righteousness, and judgment, and
equity; yea, every good path. When wisdom entereth into thine
heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul; Discretion shall
preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee: To deliver thee
from the way of the evil man, from the man that speaketh froward
things;

How beautiful, if explained upon gospel terms, and with an
eye to CHrIST, as wisdom, are these verses! If CHRIST be
indeed formed in the heart, the hope of glory, then will all
gracious principles be the fruit thereof. And this blessed effect
differs wholly from all assumed wisdom, as much as the
spring and source differs from all outward motives. JESus
becomes then in the heart the well of water, springing up to
everlasting life. Well may every heart made sensible of these
things, cry out with the poor Samaritan woman, LORD, give
me this water, that | thirst not, neither seek elsewhere to
draw, John 4:14-15.

PROVERBS 2:13-22

Who leave the paths of uprightness, to walk in the ways of
darkness; Who rejoice to do evil, and delight in the frowardness of
the wicked; Whose ways are crooked, and they froward in their
paths: To deliver thee from the strange woman, even from the
stranger which flattereth with her words; Which forsaketh the
guide of her youth, and forgetteth the covenant of her God. For
her house inclineth unto death, and her paths unto the dead.

11
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None that go unto her return again, neither take they hold of the
paths of life. That thou mayest walk in the way of good men, and
keep the paths of the righteous. For the upright shall dwell in the
land, and the perfect shall remain in it. But the wicked shall be cut
off from the earth, and the transgressors shall be rooted out of it.

I include the whole of these verses under one view, because
they are all to the same effect. Where there is no
regeneration of the heart, no grace, no principle, no teaching
or influence of the SpirIT there will be confusion and every
evil work. And where there is no awakening of the HoLy
GHosT, the original death by sin, is followed by eternal death
in that state from which there is no return. Oh! for a part in
that blessed and holy state of the first resurrection, for on
such the second death hath no power, Revelation 20:6.

Reflections

My soul! ponder well the striking contrast which this chapter
hath drawn between the righteous and the wicked; between
him that serveth Gob, and him that serveth Him not!

How truly lovely is the soul that crieth after knowledge, that
is, that is seeking for Jesus as for hidden treasure. Eyery thing
in him, and about him is ornamental. In private life, in public
station, whenever engaged, however occupied, he adorneth
the doctrine of Gob our SAviour in all things. Small, and
inconsiderable as his knowledge may be in the present
attainments of it, yet it will be with him as the light of the
morning, that shineth more and more unto a perfect day. On
the other hand, how wretched is the man who is destitute of
grace! Every part of his life is perverse, and every portion of

12
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his conduct crooked. The calls of Gop, the warnings of his
providence, the alarms of death; all lose their effect upon his
unthinking and worthless heart! His joy is in evil, and the
frowardness of the Wicked his delight. His life how
wretched!—his death how fearful!

Precious Jesus! be thou my wisdom, for then shall 1 delight
myself in the LorD, and triumph in the Holy One of Israel. Fill
my soul with true understanding and knowledge, for sure |
am, in thee | shall find every possible happiness of light and
life, and the fulness of joy in my soul. And while the wisdom
of this world gives pride to the worldly wise; and the might of
this world gives confidence to the mighty, and the rich man
glorieth in his riches; this will be my glory, that I understand
and know thee, that thou art the LorD, and that in these
things thou delightest, O LorD. Here, LORD, let my soul rest
convinced that however poor in myself, in thee | possess all
things. Thou art the strength of my heart, and thou my
portion for ever.

Chapter 3

Contents

The same subject is continued in this chapter as in the
former,; but with additional arguments. Here are many earnest
exhortations to the exercise of the graces of the HoLy SPIRIT,
and the sad effects of a contrary conduct fully set forth.

PROVERBS 3:1-4

13
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My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my
commandments: For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall
they add to thee. Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind
them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart: So
shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God
and man.

It was one of the great blessings of the covenant, that the
LORD undertook to write his law in the minds and hearts of his
people in the last days, whereby they should know him. And
hence Solomon describes in these verses the blessing of such
a state, and the comforts arising out of it, Jeremiah 31:31-34.

PROVERBS 3:5-6

Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine
own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall
direct thy paths.

Here is a divine precept, and a divine promise sweetly
blended. And in many other parts of scripture we find the
same confirmed, Isaiah 42:16; Psalm 55:22; 1 Peter 5:7.

PROVERBS 3:7-10

Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from
evil. It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones.
Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all
thine increase: So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy
presses shall burst out with new wine.

If 1 do not mistake, here is a sweet reference to CHRIST in
these verses. The first fruits offered to the LorRD was to be all
in faith. Thus Abel by faith offered a more excellent sacrifice
than Cain, Hebrews 11:4. Every first fruit had certainly

14
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reference to CHRIST. The promise to this is striking. The barns
and the wine presses shall not only recompense, but abound.
It is most blessed to do all things by faith, for whatsoever is
not of faith, is sin, Romans 14:23.

PROVERBS 3:11-12

My son, despise not the chastening of the LORD; neither be weary
of his correction: For whom the LORD loveth he correcteth; even
as a father the son in whom he delighteth.

The apostle quotes this passage in his epistle to the Hebrews,
and makes a beautiful comment upon it, Hebrews 12:5-11. It
is blessed to be altogether patient and passive under
chastisements. Not with sullenness to receive them, for this
would argue a mind determined not to bow to the rod, neither
with faintings to sink under them, for this would imply
unbelief and distrust, as though the LorD had forgotten to be
gracious; but to receive all as the chastisements of a kind and
wise father, who cannot mistake the welfare of his children,
and is ordering all things for their good. Jesus hath said; As
many as I love | rebuke and chasten, Revelation 3:19. They
are chastisements, not vindictive punishments, not in a way of
law judgment, for that hath been borne by CHRIST; but in a
way of correction, to accomplish many blessed purposes in
grace. Sweet thought, and ever to be kept alive in the heart.

PROVERBS 3:13-18

Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth
understanding. For the merchandise of it is better than the
merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold. She is
more precious than rubies: and all the things thou canst desire are
not to be compared unto her. Length of days is in her right hand;

15
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and in her left hand riches and honour. Her ways are ways of
pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. She is a tree of life to
them that lay hold upon her: and happy is every one that
retaineth her.

There can be no question but that the attainment of CHRIST
and all his blessings with him, and /n him, must be the
summit of happiness. And it is delightful to see in these
verses how sweet the correspondence is between what is
here said of finding wisdom, and what the gospel speaks of
finding CHRIST. We have found him (said one that had through
grace made this discovery) of whom Moses and the prophets
aid write, Jesus of Nazareth, John 1:45. He is the goodly
pearl, which the wise merchant-man long sought, and when
found, sold all that he had and bought, Matthew 13:45-46.
And while all other pursuits, and all other attainments are
found never to satisfy, but everlastingly disappoint; JEsus
gives to them that seek and find him, aqurable riches and
righteousness. Proverbs 8:18-19. Jesus is indeed the tree of
life in the paradise of Gob, under whose shadow by faith,
believers now sit and find the fruit sweet to their taste: and
ere long they will sit down for ever to enjoy his whole fulness
by the river of life, in the kingdom of glory. Song of Solomon
2:3; Revelation 22:1-2.

PROVERBS 3:19-20

The LORD by wisdom hath founded the earth; by understanding
hath he established the heavens. By his knowledge the depths
are broken up, and the clouds drop down the dew.

There is another confirmation of CHrIST'S office-name as
Wisdom, for the scriptures with one voice declare that the
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LORD created all things by Jesus CHRIST, Ephesians 3:9;
Hebrews 1:2.

PROVERBS 3:21-24

My son, let not them depart from thine eyes: keep sound wisdom
and discretion: So shall they be life unto thy soul, and grace to thy
neck. Then shalt thou walk in thy way safely, and thy foot shall
not stumble. When thou liest down, thou shalt not be afraid: yea,
thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep shall be sweet.

These are all so many gracious lessons suited to a life of
grace. The subject is still kept up and pursued under the idea
of an adopted, regenerated son, in whose heart the SPIRIT
witnesseth that he is born of Gob, Romans 8:16.

PROVERBS 3:25-35

Be not afraid of sudden fear, neither of the desolation of the
wicked, when it cometh. For the LORD shall be thy confidence,
and shall keep thy foot from being taken. Withhold not good from
them to whom it is due, when it is in the power of thine hand to
do it. Say not unto thy neighbour, Go, and come again, and to
morrow | will give; when thou hast it by thee. Devise not evil
against thy neighbour, seeing he dwelleth securely by thee. Strive
not with a man without cause, if he have done thee no harm.
Envy thou not the oppressor, and choose none of his ways. For
the froward is abomination to the LORD: but his secret is with the
righteous. The curse of the LORD is in the house of the wicked:
but he blesseth the habitation of the just. Surely he scorneth the
scorners: but he giveth grace unto the lowly. The wise shall inherit
glory: but shame shall be the promotion of fools.

Here again, as before, the blessed practical effects of vital
godliness, will appear by such evidences as are here set forth.
And the termination of a life of grace, and a life of
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ungodliness, will invariably produce the different states here
described.

Reflections

READER! let us attend to the several very interesting subjects
which arise out of this chapter, and by reading them in the
sweet spirit of the gospel, to which they plainly refer, we shall
through grace make no small improvement of them.

In the first place, while So/lomon recommends such attention
to the law as never to forget it; let us examine whether Gob
the FATHER’S promise is fulfilled in our experience, and he hath
put his law in our inward parts and written it in our hearts.
Oh! the blessed work of regeneration, when the heart of
stone is taken away, and the heart of fiesh given. And when
the spirituality of Gob’s law is so read and understood in the
soul, that CHRisST is discovered to be the end of the law for
righteousness to every one that believeth.

In the next place let us see to it, Reader, that we have such
confidence, and such well grounded trust in Gob’s mercy
through CHRIST, as to commit every thing for time and for
eternity into his almighty hands; for this will be to honour him
with our whole substance, and with the first fruits of all our
increase.

And as a third improvement from this chapter, let us see to it,

that as we eye the LorD in all his providences, so we never
lose sight of his government in all his chastisements. Not to
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feel the rod, or not to suppose chastening to be grievous,
would be unbecoming; and not to enquire into the causes of
the LorD’s affliction, would be to forget the improvement
intended to be made from it; and not to pray for a deliverance
from trouble would be unsuitable to our circumstances. But to
bless Gobp for his attention in sending the affliction—to justify
the LorD in the appointment of it—to acknowledge that he is
righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works—and while
the LoRD is correcting, we are cleaving the closer to him; and
to lean upon his promises, when matters are most dark and
discouraging; this will be neither to despise his chastening,
nor faint under the pressure.

Lastly and above all—while Solomon in this chapter
recommends so earnestly, to find wisdom and to get
understanding; let us see to it that nothing satisfies our souls
short of the knowledge and attainment of CHRIST. He is the
wisdom indeed, which in the possession of must make the
soul truly happy. In the constitution of his person, the
suitableness, and all-sufficiency of his salvation; his offices,
characters, relations, the manifold wisdom of JEHOVAH is made
known. Reader! may the LORD the SPIRIT impress it both upon
your heart and mine, to find him who is truly and emphatically
wisdom himself and we shall then enter into the full
apprehension of those sweet scriptures, the merchandize of it
Is better than the merchandize of silver, and the gain thereof
than fine gold.

Chapter 4
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Contents

This chapter hath much the same tendency as the former. It
contains an exhortation to the pursuit of wisdom. And
towards the close of the Chapter the sad effects of a contrary
Study is pointed out in strong characters.

PROVERBS 4:1-2

Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, and attend to know
understanding. For | give you good doctrine, forsake ye not my
law.

There is but little variety in what is here said by way of
enforcing what is taught, unless it be the consideration arising
from the repetition of the request. But the tenderness of the
FATHER is brought in by way of intimating both the expediency
of the precept, and the real regard with which it is
accompanied. And who can overlook, while reading it, the
solicitude and love of Gob our FATHER, whose endearments
are held forth to us under the sweet image of the FATHER of
mercies, and the Gop of all comfort, 2 Corinthians 1:3.

PROVERBS 4:3-9

For I was my father's son, tender and only beloved in the sight of
my mother. He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart
retain my words: keep my commandments, and live. Get wisdom,
get understanding: forget it not; neither decline from the words of
my mouth. Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee: love her,
and she shall keep thee. Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore
get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding. Exalt her,
and she shall promote thee: she shall bring thee to honour, when
thou dost embrace her. She shall give to thine head an ornament
of grace: a crown of glory shall she deliver to thee.
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If we pass over Solomon king of Israel, and contemplate
CHRIST as mediator in what is here said, it will help the mind
to very pleasing improvement. The love that Gob the FATHER
had to the person of CHRIST as Mediator, is set forth in many
parts of scripture; and indeed of itself it forms a blessed
subject, Isaiah 42:1; John 10:17. | cannot think that So/ormon
had any reference to Bathsheba his mother in those words;
neither, if read with an eye to CHRIsT, did JESus mean the
Virgin Mary, the natural mother of CHRIST. But the church,
whom Paul the apostle declares to be the mother of us all, is
intended here, and consequently of CHRIST also after the
flesh. In proof read those scriptures, Galatians 4:26; Matthew
12:49-50.

PROVERBS 4:10-17

Hear, O my son, and receive my sayings; and the years of thy life
shall be many. | have taught thee in the way of wisdom; | have
led thee in right paths. When thou goest, thy steps shall not be
straitened; and when thou runnest, thou shalt not stumble. Take
fast hold of instruction; let her not go: keep her; for she is thy life.
Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of
evil men. Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away. For
they sleep not, except they have done mischief; and their sleep is
taken away, unless they cause some to fall. For they eat the bread
of wickedness, and drink the wine of violence.

We have here the same blessed instructions given in other
words, with the motives which ought to prompt to the due
attention which they so justly demand. And under the same
idea that CHRrIsT is all along held forth as wisdom, nothing can
be more suited to the pure truths of the gospel than what is
here said.
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PROVERBS 4:18-19

But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more
and more unto the perfect day. The way of the wicked is as
darkness: they know not at what they stumble.

In these verses the contrast is finely drawn between the state
of a justified soul in CHRIST, and the unawakened, unsanctified
soul of the wicked. Jesus is both the light and the life of his
people. And the progressive state of souls justified in his
blood and righteousness, is like the advance of the morning to
meridian brightness. But on the contrary, the darkness at
which the ungodly stumble is growing to more and more
darkness, where even the light is darkness, Job 10:22.

PROVERBS 4:20-27

My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings.
Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of
thine heart. For they are life unto those that find them, and health
to all their flesh. Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are
the issues of life. Put away from thee a froward mouth, and
perverse lips put far from thee. Let thine eyes look right on, and
let thine eyelids look straight before thee. Ponder the path of thy
feet, and let all thy ways be established. Turn not to the right
hand nor to the left: remove thy foot from evil.

There is not much variety in these verses, but they contain
the same wholesome admonitions. They are all in perfect
conformity to the gospel precepts. And while they very
strongly recommend an uniform attention to keep the heart
with all diligence, they imply the necessity of looking to Gob
to keep it, because Out of it are the issues of life. The apostle
recommends diligence in the work of grace upon the same
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principle, because be saith, that it is Gop that worketh in us,
both to will and to do of his good pleasure, Philippians 2:13.

Reflections

How delightful is it to see the beautiful similitude the wise
man adopts in this book of Proverbs, by way of
recommending attention to this great subject of getting
Wisdom and understanding. Beholding CHRIST as the pearl of
great price, every one engaged in the pursuit of getting him,
may be justly compared to the wise merchant-man. The
treasure is hidden in the field of the scripture and must be
sought for, if obtained, with suited diligence, and earnestness
of inquiry. And though it is without money and without price,
freely given, and as freely to be enjoyed; yet like the
merchant-man, there must be an early search, a daily
enquiry, and a constant pursuit. Happy the souls that so
search as to obtain and so seek as to find. In possessing him
they possess all things, and find treasure that fadeth not
away. Reader! have you found CHRIST? Is he the pearl of
great price in your esteem? Oh! the blessedness of such a
discovery! Jesus will be, as this sweet chapter expresseth it,
an ornament of grace to the head, and a crown of glory will
he deliver to them that love him. He saith himself, hold fast
that which thou host; let no man take thy crown. Him that
overcometh will 1 make a pillar in the temple of my Gob, and
he shall go no more out.
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Chapter 5

Contents

We have in this Chapter, and in a similar strain, to the former
chapter, an exhortation to the study of Wisdom: and both the
blessed effects of that study and the sad consequences of the
neglect of it, are strikingly set forth.

PROVERBS 5:1-6

My son, attend unto my wisdom, and bow thine ear to my
understanding: That thou mayest regard discretion, and that thy
lips may keep knowledge. For the lips of a strange woman drop as
an honeycomb, and her mouth is smoother than oil: But her end
is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a twoedged sword. Her feet go
down to death; her steps take hold on hell. Lest thou shouldest
ponder the path of life, her ways are moveable, that thou canst
not know them.

It forms a delightful feature through the whole of this book of
Gop; that the instructions given in it are all with a view to
make the soul wise unto salvation, through the faith that is in
JEsus CHRIST. For as the one great object to which the wise
man directs the Whole attention is wisdom, or CHRIST under
the character of wisdom; so the precepts he enjoins are all
with an eye to him. | hope the Reader will not have
overlooked this distinguishing character in the whole book. It
is as if Solomon had said: If, my son, thou attend to wisdom,
and art sweetly taught of Jesus, then will all those blessed
effects follow, which mark the life of the faithful. Godliness is
profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now
is and of that which is to come, 1 Timothy 4:8
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PROVERBS 5:7-14

Hear me now therefore, O ye children, and depart not from the
words of my mouth. Remove thy way far from her, and come not
nigh the door of her house: Lest thou give thine honour unto
others, and thy years unto the cruel: Lest strangers be filled with
thy wealth; and thy labours be in the house of a stranger; And
thou mourn at the last, when thy flesh and thy body are
consumed, And say, How have | hated instruction, and my heart
despised reproof; And have not obeyed the voice of my teachers,
nor inclined mine ear to them that instructed me! | was almost in
all evil in the midst of the congregation and assembly.

I desire the Reader to remark with me, the alteration of
persons with which this portion of Solomon’s discourse
begins. In the former it seems to have been his address to a
single person, but here it is to more than one. But the
instructions are the same, and the motives made use of are
the same. Perhaps there is no particular reason for the
change, unless it be supposed, which | confess | am not a
little inclined to think, that the sacred writer upon many
occasions, as he passed on in these discourses, had in view,
the person of CHRIST; and now the people of CHRIST in him.
But whether this be or not, it is always profitable to a child of
GobD to eye CHRIST in every thing as first in priority of order;
and then his children, his seed, his church, in him, Psalm
89:1-4.

PROVERBS 5:15-23

Drink waters out of thine own cistern, and running waters out of
thine own well. Let thy fountains be dispersed abroad, and rivers
of waters in the streets. Let them be only thine own, and not
strangers with thee. Let thy fountain be blessed: and rejoice with
the wife of thy youth. Let her be as the loving hind and pleasant
roe; let her breasts satisfy thee at all times; and be thou ravished
always with her love. And why wilt thou, my son, be ravished
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with a strange woman, and embrace the bosom of a stranger? For
the ways of man are before the eyes of the LORD, and he
pondereth all his goings. His own iniquities shall take the wicked
himself, and he shall be holden with the cords of his sins. He shall
die without instruction; and in the greatness of his folly he shall go
astray.

If we read this passage spiritually it will not be the less
beautiful afterwards, to take it literally; for in both views there
is great loveliness in it. If Jesus be my fountain, and the
church saith he is (Song of Solomon 4:15) then from him, and
in him, will all my springs be. And in this sense he will be my
own: for as I am his by purchase and by gift; so CHRIST is
mine by gift, and by marriage, having betrothed himself to his
people for ever, Hosea 2:19. And surely such an alliance will
induce faithfulness both to the LorD, and to his people. Who
takes a more effectual method to observe fidelity in all the
departments of chastity, and the several branches of moral
life, than the soul that is faithful to JEsus? Dear LorD! be thou
to me all I need, and then by thy SpiriT and the preventing
and restraining influences of thy grace, | shall be following
the apostle's maxim both in thinking and in doing, whatsoever
things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever
things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever
things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report,
Philippians 4:8.

Reflections

PRecluos Jesus! at the very mention of thy name, how do all
lesser objects lose their interest; and what an everlasting
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security is there found in thee, while living upon thy fulness,
and deriving all strength for the practice of every social and
religious obligation, in the communications of thy grace! Yes,
blessed LorD, the cisterns of my poor soul, which thou hast
filled, shall make me love to run to the fountain head,
beholding from whence they flow, and how they are supplied
continually by thee. And while thou art richly imparting all
suited grace from thy fulness, to supply my necessities; gladly
will I communicate the joyful tidings around, that the reports
of Jesus and his glorious redemption, like rivers of waters in
the street, may be circulated in every direction. | will tell to
all, as far as my poor stammering tongue can utter, the truth
that Jesus is LoORD, to the glory of Gob the FATHER. And 1 will
proclaim far and near, and in every direction, that he is a
fountain open and not sealed, where every poor needy sinner
like myself, whose heart is made willing in the day of the
LorD’s power, may freely come to wash and be made white in
the blood of the LamvB; and to take of the water of life freely
when the soul is thirsting for Jesus, as the hart for the water
brooks. Oh! thou fountain of JEHOvAH! cause my soul to drink
largely of that river whose streams make glad the city of Gob.

Chapter 6

Contents

Under the similitude of a surety Solomon opens this chapter,
with shewing the consequence of such engagements. He
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follows up the chapter with divers cautions, which are
founded in much wisdom.

PROVERBS 6:1-5

My son, if thou be surety for thy friend, /f thou hast stricken thy
hand with a stranger, (2) Thou art snared with the words of thy
mouth, thou art taken with the words of thy mouth. (3) Do this
now, my son, and deliver thyself, when thou art come into the
hand of thy friend; go, humble thyself, and make sure thy friend.
(4) Give not sleep to thine eyes, nor slumber to thine eyelids. (5)
Deliver thyself as a roe from the hand of the hunter, and as a bird
from the hand of the fowler.

I cannot possibly read these verses, expressive as they are of
the tender concern of a watchful Father over his Son, how he
enters into suretyship engagements, with the consequences
of them, without having my soul immediately directed to him,
who, at the call of his and our FATHER, stood up the willing,
voluntary surety, of his people from everlasting. Surely, thou
blessed Jesus, it was thou that was the first surety the world
ever heard of, and which when first made known in heaven
excited the everlasting wonder of all the angels of light. And
of thee it may truly be said, when thou didst strike hands with
thy FATHER in confirmation of the treaty, it was both for thy
friend, and yet far a stranger. Friends thou hast called us
through thy gracious condescension, (John 15:13-15) and yet
we were strangers and enemies to Gob by wicked works,
when thou camest to seek and save us by thy blood. Romans
5:8; Ephesians 2:12-13. And though not snared, as this
scripture terms it, with the words of thy month; yet thou wast
taken into engagements by thy promises of love, which thou
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couldest not afterwards break, neither didst thou wish to
break; for the baptism thou hadst in consequence thereof to
be baptised with, thou didst say, thou wert straitened until
that it was accomplished. Oh! the love of Gob which passeth
knowledge, Luke 12:50.

PROVERBS 6:6-11

Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise:
Which having no guide, overseer, or ruler, Provideth her meat in
the summer, and gathereth her food in the harvest. How long wilt
thou sleep, O sluggard? when wilt thou arise out of thy sleep? Yet
a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep:
So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth, and thy want as
an armed man.

These are beautiful scriptures in which the LorRD sends his
people to gather instruction from the inferior creatures of his
creation. For in point of divine knowledge by reason of the
fall, man is sunk lower than the instinct of the brute, in
providing for his own eternal safety. We have another
beautiful passage to the same effect, Jeremiah 8:7

PROVERBS 6:12-15

A naughty person, a wicked man, walketh with a froward mouth.
He winketh with his eyes, he speaketh with his feet, he teacheth
with his fingers; Frowardness is in his heart, he deviseth mischief
continually; he soweth discord. Therefore shall his calamity come
suddenly; suddenly shall he be broken without remedy.

One might be prompted to suppose that the sacred Writer
had in view, when he thus expressed himself, the seed of the
serpent. A naughty person, in scripture language, is a man of
Belial; and so it might have been rendered. And of such
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characters it is not sufficiently expressive to say, that they
may commit error, but in fact frowardness is in the heart of all
such; it forms their very nature. The Apostle, under the
inspiration of the SpIRIT, called one of these men of Belial,
child of the devil, Acts 13:10. See another instance, John
8:44. And the beloved apostle draws the line of distinction
between the children of the kingdom, and the children of the
evil one, 1 John 3:10.

PROVERBS 6:16-19

These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an
abomination unto him: A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands
that shed innocent blood, An heart that deviseth wicked
imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, A false
witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among
brethren.

Here are the fruits of such a man’s conduct as Solomon
described, and the HoLy GHosT hath given a fuller catalogue,
Galatians 5:19-21. And as a beautiful contrast, in the fruit of
the HoLy GHosT upon the souls of his people, he adds the 22d
and 23d verses in the same chapter. (Galatians 5:22-23)

PROVERBS 6:20-35

My son, keep thy father's commandment, and forsake not the law
of thy mother: Bind them continually upon thine heart, and tie
them about thy neck. When thou goest, it shall lead thee; when
thou sleepest, it shall keep thee; and when thou awakest, it shall
talk with thee. For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is
light; and reproofs of instruction are the way of life: To keep thee
from the evil woman, from the flattery of the tongue of a strange
woman. Lust not after her beauty in thine heart; neither let her
take thee with her eyelids. For by means of a whorish woman a
man is brought to a piece of bread: and the adulteress will hunt
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for the precious life. Can a man take fire in his bosom, and his
clothes not be burned? Can one go upon hot coals, and his feet
not be burned? So he that goeth in to his neighbour's wife;
whosoever toucheth her shall not be innocent. Men do not despise
a thief, if he steal to satisfy his soul when he is hungry; But if he
be found, he shall restore sevenfold; he shall give all the
substance of his house. But whoso committeth adultery with a
woman lacketh understanding: he that doeth it destroyeth his own
soul. A wound and dishonour shall he get; and his reproach shall
not be wiped away. For jealousy is the rage of a man: therefore
he will not spare in the day of vengeance. He will not regard any
ransom; neither will he rest content, though thou givest many
gifts.

I make no interruption through the whole of this paragraph,
because the whole forms but one and the same sermon. The
binding those graces upon the heart, and wearing them about
the neck, is similar to what Moses commanded the Israelites
concerning the law, Deuteronomy 6:6-9. And Reader! doth it
not suggest to the recollection Aaron, in his typifying the LoRD
JESus, going in before the mercy-seat with the names of the
twelve tribes on his breast? And doth not Jesus bind his
people to him now in all his priestly office, Exodus 28:29;
Revelation 8:3. What a relief would the recollection of this be
to a poor believer in every trying hour, could he but steadily
by faith look within the veil, whither our forerunner is for us
entered, and behold him thus engaged? And what a blessed
work would it be of Gob the SpIRIT upon the heart, if the
believer could also by faith take to him, and bind to him,
every thing that concerns the enjoyment of Jesus and his
great salvation, to lead him when he went forth; to keep him
when he slept, and to talk with him when he was awake.
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Reflections

PRECIOUS LorD Jesus! I feel constrained while reading what
is here said of a surety, and the sad state in which such an
one involves himself, to call to mind what thy love must have
been, which prompted thine infinite breast to enter into
suretyship engagements for thy people, and what a state of
unequalled sorrows the gracious act induced. In the
contemplation of it, I cannot but pass over every other
subject which this chapter might otherwise awaken to profit,
to consider the greatness of thy love, and the greatness of
the calamities which it brought to thy holy soul. Never surely
was there an act so truly blessed, gracious, and beneficent as
this. In this one act thou didst put thyself in the law-place,
and room of all thy chosen. And by that act thou didst
undertake both for our debt and for our duty; both to cancel
sin and to fulfil all righteousness. And now, LORD, in such
views of thee and thine unparalleled mercy, where shall I look
but to thee? To whom shall 1 come but to JEsus? Hast thou
struck out my name from the dreadful bond debt where it
stood, and where it must for ever have stood but for thee,
hast thou paid it all, cancelled it all; and when | lay for ever
insolvent, hast thou redeemed me from all? And shall I, can |
reject thine infinite love, and go about to establish mine own
righteousness, and forget the wormwood and the gall, the
prison and the pit from which thou hast freed me? Oh! infinite
love, passing all knowledge. Let me, blessed REDEEMER, since
thou hast brought me off, and brought me out, let me live to
thy glory and to thy praise; and among all thy ransomed,
bless for ever the almighty surety whose hand was striken for
such a stranger, and whose soul travail became so exquisite
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to redeem me from death. May the life thus saved by grace
be spent to thy service, and since by purchase and
redemption I am thine, may my soul bless thee, love thee,
and delight in thee for ever.

Chapter 7

Contents

In this Chapter under the representation of an harlot, the
deception that is practised upon our fallen nature is strikingly
set forth, and the departure from Gob in sin and uncleanness
/s in strong colours painted.

PROVERBS 7:1-5

My son, keep my words, and lay up my commandments with thee.
Keep my commandments, and live; and my law as the apple of
thine eye. Bind them upon thy fingers, write them upon the table
of thine heart. Say unto wisdom, Thou art my sister; and call
understanding thy kinswoman: That they may keep thee from the
strange woman, from the stranger which flattereth with her
words.

The Chapter is opened in a general preface, by way of
preparing the mind for the subject that is to follow. And there
are several endearing titles made use of, by way yet more of
enforcing the subject. But what I would particularly request
the Reader to attend to in those appellations of sister and
kinswoman, is the very interesting matter they contain
considered with an eye to CHRIST. JEsus, in the song of loves
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calls his church his sister, as well as his spouse. For as he
took upon him our common nature, so he hath declared that
whosoever doeth the will of his FATHER which is in heaven, the
same is his brother, and sister, and mother. See Song of
Solomon 4:9; Matthew 12:50. And as CHRIST hath
condescended to put himself into all relations with his people,
so he authorizeth his people to look up to him under all
relations. But we must not stop here in contemplating the
nature of the relationship, but go on and consider the cause
for which the LorD hath put himself into these condescending
affinities, and is not ashamed to call his people brethren;
namely, that they may come to him under these characters,
in order to be kept by him from spiritual fornication and every
species of apostacy. Blessed Jesus! it is delightful to see how
thy people are kept by thee, and that in thee all their security
is found.

PROVERBS 7:6-23

For at the window of my house | looked through my casement,
And beheld among the simple ones, | discerned among the
youths, a young man void of understanding, Passing through the
street near her corner; and he went the way to her house, In the
twilight, in the evening, in the black and dark night: And, behold,
there met him a woman with the attire of an harlot, and subtil of
heart. (She is loud and stubborn; her feet abide not in her house:
Now is she without, now in the streets, and lieth in wait at every
corner.) So she caught him, and kissed him, and with an impudent
face said unto him, | have peace offerings with me; this day have
| payed my vows. Therefore came | forth to meet thee, diligently
to seek thy face, and | have found thee. | have decked my bed
with coverings of tapestry, with carved works, with fine linen of
Egypt. | have perfumed my bed with myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon.
Come, let us take our fill of love until the morning: let us solace
ourselves with loves. For the goodman is not at home, he is gone
a long journey: He hath taken a bag of money with him, and will
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come home at the day appointed. With her much fair speech she
caused him to yield, with the flattering of her lips she forced him.
He goeth after her straightway, as an ox goeth to the slaughter,
or as a fool to the correction of the stocks; Till a dart strike
through his liver; as a bird hasteth to the snare, and knoweth not
that it is for his life.

Who can read this account, and call to mind the numberless
scenes of a like nature that are going on every day in every
town, city, and perhaps even village of the whole world, in
the different transactions of sin and uncleanness, but must
feel affected. Who that knows in himself what fallen nature is,
or beholds in others the dreadful instances of the
deceitfulness of the human heart, but must tremble. And who
that conceives what a mass of such perpetrations of
wickedness is continually coming up before Gob, but must be
humbled to the very dust of the earth in the consciousness of
universal depravity. Alas! what is man in his highest
attainments. But is there not beside the particular feature of
sin in uncleanness here pointed out, is there not a spiritual
subject opened to our meditation in relation to our whole
nature departing from CHRIST our husband? JEsus has gone
for a little space, and the good man will return at the time
appointed. But while the bridegroom tarrieth we all slumber
and sleep. Oh! LorD keep the souls of thy redeemed in the
hour, and from the power of temptation. Let us not go forth
as the daughter of Jacob did to see the daughters of the land,
so as to seek danger and then fall by it; but make us chaste
keepers at home, and living upon Jesus. (Genesis 34:1-2;
Matthew 25:5)

PROVERBS 7:24-27
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Hearken unto me now therefore, O ye children, and attend to the
words of my mouth. Let not thine heart decline to her ways, go
not astray in her paths. For she hath cast down many wounded:
yea, many strong men have been slain by her. Her house is the
way to hell, going down to the chambers of death.

The conclusion is very beautiful and striking. And if we behold
CHRIST as speaking to his people in these words, there is
somewhat truly affectionate and interesting to work upon the
mind in due attention to them. The obedience to what is here
said, in leading to CHRrisT, is life. The disobedience is, and
must be death, Romans 6:23.

Reflections

MY soul! pause over this chapter. Behold what a strong and
affecting representation it holds forth of the carnal, graceless,
and ungodly. In every state, and in every stage of life, they
are the same. Young persons, from the heat of youth, and
corruption of nature, are most exposed to the awful ruin here
set forth; but all periods of life are open to the particular and
special temptations of it. And is this human nature altogether!
Are such portraits of it taken from life? Do all prefer the
momentary enjoyment of the body, to the everlasting welfare
of the soul! Can nothing but fleshly lusts which war against
the soul satisfy them? And is it, my soul, a most certain and
unquestionable truth, that they that are in the flesh cannot
please Gobp. Pause, my soul! and in contemplating such a
picture of human life, see whether what Paul saith of the
Corinthians doth not correspond, to thy case and
circumstances, and such were some of you.
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LorD! give me to hear and feel what the close of this sweet
chapter utters, and from henceforth to attend to the words of
my Gob. And oh! ye young men, see, from what is here set
forth, the danger to which you are exposed, and flee youthful
lusts which war against the soul. I have written unto you
young men, because you are strong, and the word of Gob
abideth in you. Oh! think how blessed it must be to remember
the Creator in the days of youth. And what a blessedness in
having CHRrIST for a portion, that the age of life may be
accompanied with grace, and the knowledge and enjoyment
of JEsus become the portion for ever.

Chapter 8

Contents

We have in this Chapter a most sublime account of some
ancient events in eternity, and which, under the character of
wisdom, the great speaker Is calling upon the church to
attend to. From beginning to end the subject is carried on by
one and the same person. The chapter closeth with an
exhortation.

PROVERBS 8:1-4
Doth not wisdom cry? and understanding put forth her voice? She
standeth in the top of high places, by the way in the places of the
paths. She crieth at the gates, at the entry of the city, at the
coming in at the doors. Unto you, O men, | call; and my voice is
to the sons of man.
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The chapter opens with the cry of wisdom, and both the
earnestness of the subject, and the earnestness with which it
is enforced, recommend the whole to our attention. I do not
presume to speak with a positiveness of determination; the
general design of this Commentary being more to enquire
than assert; more to seek the teaching of the SpirIT, to be led
by him into all truth, than to lead the Reader's mind
concerning truth. But with all humbleness of soul while going
over this most sublime chapter, | would venture to say, that
as it appears to me the whole contents of it are concerning
CHRIST as Gob-man Mediator, set up from everlasting. And
under this one well known title, and office character of
wisdom, CHRIST is here calling upon His church to attend to
some things spoken respecting himself, and the FATHER’S
appointment of him to this office, which, if he had not
communicated to the church, and by his HoLy SPIRIT given an
understanding to know, never could have been known or
believed. Hence the chapter begins with the cry of' this
glorious person, and the subject is proposed in a way of
guestion, Doth not wisdom cry? Is it not plain enough to be
heard in the numberless ways by which CHRIST as Mediator is
proclaimed, throughout the whole book of Gob? What indeed
doth the Bible treat of beside? There is nothing in it from
beginning to end but JEHOVAH's love, and mercy and grace,
and favour, in the gift of his SoNn for the salvation of sinners;
and the glories of CHRIST'S person, and the grace, and love of
his heart in voluntarily standing up their great surety, and
SAVIOUR in redemption. Is not the whole voice of wisdom lifted
up to proclaim these things? And to whom is salvation thus
proclaimed, and the LorD Jesus the great author of it set
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forth, but to you O ye sons of men, that need both CHRIST and
His salvation so very highly!

PROVERBS 8:5-11

O ye simple, understand wisdom: and, ye fools, be ye of an
understanding heart. Hear; for | will speak of excellent things; and
the opening of my lips shall be right things. For my mouth shall
speak truth; and wickedness is an abomination to my lips. All the
words of my mouth are in righteousness; there is nothing froward
or perverse in them. They are all plain to him that understandeth,
and right to them that find knowledge. Receive my instruction,
and not silver; and knowledge rather than choice gold. For
wisdom is better than rubies; and all the things that may be
desired are not to be compared to it.

Here we have both the glories of CHrIST, and the
wretchedness of man strikingly represented. Jesus, well
knowing how deaf and senseless our poor fallen nature is,
and that unconscious of our own misery, and therefore
unwilling to be prevailed upon to listen to what is proposed
for our good, first declares to us our simplicity, and then the
infinite importance of the things which he is going to declare
to us, Excellent things they may well be called, for what can
be equally excellent as the glories of his person, the riches of
his grace, his suitableness to poor sinners, and the everlasting
riches the possession of him must impart? And excellent
things these are also in the view of the FATHER'S appointment
of them for poor sinners, and the FATHER'S will and delight
that they should be received by poor sinners, and made use
of for his glory and the sinner's joy. Reader! are not these
things excellent things; and right things, and coming from the
lip of truth? And further, allow me to ask whether there be an
apprehension of them as such in your soul? Hath the loud cry
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of Jesus reached your ear? Hath the voice of understanding
been heard in the chambers of your Aeart? Do you from day
to day with the eye of faith behold Jesus standing in the top
of high places; that is by way of ordinances in the gates of his
word, in the ministry of his paths, and both at the entering in,
and going out of his providences, in all that is going on in the
world? Surely it is in all these, and by all these, JEsus cries
and calls upon the sons of men. Neither is there a faculty of
the mind, in the hearing ear, the seeing eye, and the
understanding heart, but what hath daily appeals made to
each and to all, to listen to the heavenly preacher, and to be
made wise unto salvation through the faith that is in CHRIST
JESUS.

PROVERBS 8:12-14

I wisdom dwell with prudence, and find out knowledge of witty
inventions. The fear of the LORD is to hate evil: pride, and
arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do | hate.
Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom: | am understanding; | have
strength.

This is a short but very comprehensive statement of who
CHRIST is, and what is in him. Observe, he doth not say that
he will give wisdom only, but that he is wisdom itself. He doth
not declare that he, and he only, imparteth understanding,
but that he himself is understanding. There is a vast deal
more in these expressions than simply giving promises
concerning them. For if JEsus be himself in the abstract these
things, then must it undeniably follow, that neither wisdom
nor understanding can be elsewhere, but in CHRIST. And it
must further follow, That if CHRIST be both wisdom and
understanding, in possessing him we possess all with him.
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Oh! precious wisdom! give me to know thee, and so to know
thee as to be sensible of my union and interest with thee, and
in thee. Then shall I enter into a right apprehension of those
excellent things of the love of the FATHER, Son, and SPIRIT
towards poor sinners, which thou hast come forth to proclaim,
and which in possession secures the everlasting happiness of
thy redeemed, in time, and to all eternity.

PROVERBS 8:15-16
By me kings reign, and princes decree justice. By me princes rule,
and nobles, even all the judges of the earth.

Reader! do pause over these verses, and in the midst of
admiring and adoring CHRIST in his sovereign distinction of
character, as the Wisdom-Mediator, here behold him also as
the Power-Mediator of Gop for salvation, to every one that
believeth, 1 Corinthians 1:24. There is nothing more
refreshing to the soul than the contemplation of JEsus in his
mediatorial kingdom and government, the church's head and
king in Zion. And what | particularly beg the Reader not to
lose sight of, in this glorious distinction of character in our
JEsus is, that CHRIST being king of Zion, by whom kings reign
and princes decree justice, is JEHOVAH'S king in Zion. It is
JEHOVAH that hath set him there, and set him as his king in
Zion. For so he saith, Psalm 2:6. For over and above his
natural and essential right to all sovereignty and supremacy in
common with the other persons of the GobHEAD as Gob, our
JEsus hath a donative right as Mediator-head of the church, to
this universal plenitude of power. All power, said CHRIST, in
the moment of his ascension, is given unto me, in heaven and
in earth, Matthew 28:18. Given unto him, that is, as Mediator.
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Both for the reward of his redemption work, and for the
purposes of giving out all that should be needful in grace
here, and glory to his people hereafter. | pray the Reader to
be sure and keep this in remembrance; for it forms the
sweetest view of JEsus in this almightiness of power, in that
what he is in this light he is for his people. He hath power
over all flesh to give eternal life to as many as the FATHER
hath given him, John 17:2. And while to the providential
events that are going on in the world, from the government of
kings to the numbering of the hairs of our head, it is JESus
ordains, disposeth, commands, controls, and appoints all;
think, Reader, what a sweet thought this is also, that this
sovereign power of JEsus is no less to gather to himself a
church; to call poor sinners, to comfort distressed saints; to
stop the proud man's oppression, and to lift up the humble
from the dust. Precious, powerful SAviour! manifest, LORD, thy
sovereignty by reigning in me, and ruling in me, and bringing
every thought and imagination of my heart into subjection to
the sceptre of thy grace.

PROVERBS 8:17-21

I love them that love me; and those that seek me early shall find
me. Riches and honour are with me; yea, durable riches and
righteousness. My fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine gold;
and my revenue than choice silver. | lead in the way of
righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment: That | may
cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill their
treasures.

Reader! when Jesus saith, as he doth in the first of these
verses, that he loves them that love him, do not imagine that
it is meant to say, that our love of him becomes the cause of
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his love to us; for if we love him it is because he first loved
us, 1 John 4:19. And certain it is that his love to us, and for
us, is the sole cause of ours. Nay, more than this: if JEsus had
not done more than merely looking upon us with love, and by
his grace, shedding abroad his love in our hearts by his HoLy
SPIRIT, he had not subdued the natural enmity of our nature
against him, and both planted love in us towards him, and
drawn out that love in exercise upon him, never should we
have loved him, notwithstanding all that he hath done for us,
to all eternity. By what the loving and all lovely REDEEMER here
saith, of loving them that love him, we are to understand that
in those precious souls where a love to him is shewn, as he
himself is the author as well as the object of that love, such
may be well assured that he loveth them who love him. And
JESus means, no doubt, at the same time to say by the
expression, that he values such love, and his eye is
continually upon it. And he will preserve it and keep it alive,
and when they seem to feel their love towards him cool, still
he will not suffer the flame to go out. Sweet thought to
cherish, Song of Solomon 8:7. And see, Reader! what
blessings are held forth to the lovers of Jesus, here are
durable riches and righteousness. Not the fleeting, dying,
transitory enjoyments of the world! Not the silver and gold of
Peru! Not the righteousness of creatures, nor the bread of
creatures which perisheth with using. But the durable riches
of CHRIST'S blood and righteousness which are for ever, and
the salvation which cannot be abolished. Oh! what fruit can
be equal to the fruit of the SpirIT, what revenue of choice
silver and gold, to the possession of the everlasting income of
CHRIST'S righteousness, and peace, and joy, in the HoLy
GHOST. Yes, precious JEsus, thine is substance indeed, to all
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who possess thee and thy treasures. All other attainments are
hollow, unsubstantial, and insecure. Reader! what saith your
soul's experience to these things? Do you enjoy CHRIST; is he
your portion, your treasure, your happiness, your substance?
If your heart can answer yes to the enquiry, then will you
have a better apprehension of these things, than by any
words which I can make use of, to shew the blessedness of
their state, who in the love of CHRIST, and the possession of
CHRIST, and an interest in his blood and righteousness; find a
revenue indeed, of durable riches and pleasure.

PROVERBS 8:22-31

The LORD possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his
works of old. I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or
ever the earth was. When there were no depths, I was brought
forth; when there were no fountains abounding with water. Before
the mountains were settled, before the hills was | brought forth:
While as yet he had not made the earth, nor the fields, nor the
highest part of the dust of the world. When he prepared the
heavens, | was there: when he set a compass upon the face of
the depth: When he established the clouds above: when he
strengthened the fountains of the deep: When he gave to the sea
his decree, that the waters should not pass his commandment:
when he appointed the foundations of the earth: Then | was by
him, as one brought up with him: and | was daily his delight,
rejoicing always before him; Rejoicing in the habitable part of his
earth; and my delights were with the sons of men.

In these few verses are contained very many of the most
sublime truths of the gospel, if we consider (as | have been
all along considering through the chapter), that it is JEsus as
Mediator, Gob and man in one person, here speaking to his
church of himself and of his FATHER. In this sense CHRIST was
as indeed possessed, set up, constituted and determined
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upon in the beginning of his ways. Set up secretly, not as yet
openly to the church, but secretly in the divine decrees. And
set up, not as Gobp only, for then in this case the expression
would not be suited to the divine nature, for how can Gop be
said to be set up, who inhabiteth eternity. Neither as man
only, for how could man be set up as man from everlasting.
But in both natures as Gob-man Mediator he might be said to
be set up, and possessed in the divine mind from all eternity.
And in this sense also CHRIST might be said to be set up as
the Wisdom-CHRIST, the pattern and sampler of the future
creation of man. Paul, speaking to the same effect saith, that
he is the image of the invisible Gob, the first born of every
creature, Colossians 1:15. Intimating that though there is
nothing visible in Gob, yet there was an Aoly thing, so called,
Luke 1:35, to be openly born in after ages, which subsisted in
the Son of Gob; and in this union of character, the Wisdom-
Mediator elect stood by, when there were no depths, nor
fountains abounding with water, and before an atom of the
dust of the world was made. And in this sense also the
expression as one brought up with him, is plain and
intelligible. For the sacred persons of the GobHeEAD had not
then gone forth in acts of creation. The Son of Gob had not
then taken into union with himself the manhood. But the
contemplation of the future event of this mysterious union
with, all the blessed consequences of it, in the glories of the
Mediator, and JEHOVAH's glory in him, together with all the
salvation of his church; these made the Mediator JEHOVAH'S
delight, and the Mediator's delights were in contemplating his
love and duty to his FATHER in redemption-work, and the final
happiness of his church, thus rejoicing in the habitable part of
his earth, and his delights were with the sons of men: The
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same word rendered brought up in this chapter, is in the book
of the Canticles, (Song of Solomon 7:1) translated cunning
workmen, meaning, jointly concerned in the works of
creation, redemption, providence, and grace. As one brought
up with him; wrapt up in the very bosom of the FATHER,
embosomed, if the expression be allowable. So that there are
two most blessed and glorious truths here contained. The
sacred persons were unceasingly enjoying and solacing
themselves in one another. This is one sweet thought. And
the other is, that one, of their enjoyments arose from the
salvation they had determined for our nature: | was daily his
delight, said Jesus; and my delights were with the sons of
men.

PROVERBS 8:32-36

Now therefore hearken unto me, O ye children: for blessed are
they that keep my ways. Hear instruction, and be wise, and refuse
it not. Blessed is the man that heareth me, watching daily at my
gates, waiting at the posts of my doors. For whoso findeth me
findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the LORD. But he that
sinneth against me wrongeth his own soul: all they that hate me
love death.

The chapter sweetly concludes as it begun. CHRIST as Wisdom
Mediator having called aloud to the church to listen to him,
and having opened his commission and shewn his love to his
people, and the blessedness of knowing him; now folds up
the whole in an earnest exhortation that his church will listen
to him; and declares the happy effects of following his advice,
and the awful consequence of rejecting it, in becoming their
own soul's murderers.
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Reflections

AND now, Reader! having gone over this blessed chapter,
pause and enquire at your own heart what are your views
concerning the contents of it? Doth it strike your mind that
the wisdom here spoken of, and here speaking, is the
Wisdom-Mediator the LORD our righteousness, thus unfolding
the sweet and secret transactions in that high character of
Gob-man, which took place before the world began? Was the
SoN of Gob thus constituted, thus appointed, and by the union
of natures, as the REDEEMER elect, thus possessed by JEHOVAH
in the beginning of his ways, and before his works of old? And
was it indeed, thou blessed Jesus, was it thou that didst then
stand intentionally, as thou didst afterwards stand openly and
in reality, in the streets of thy city Jerusalem, and speaking to
thy church in all these endearing terms, to invite poor sinners
to be happy in thy blood and righteousness. Oh! LorD, cause
poor sinners then, by the sweet constraining influences of thy
HoLy SpPIRIT, to listen to thy call, and to regard thy gracious
invitation. Cause both the Writer and the Reader of these
lines, if consistent with thy holy counsel and will, to enter into
an heartfelt apprehension of all these precious truths
connected with the knowledge of thyself, and the enjoyment
also; that thy love may be so shed abroad. in our hearts that
we may inherit substance, and that thou thyself mayest be
our treasure and fill all of them. Oh! precious LoRrD! let a daily
knowledge of thee, and a daily enjoyment of thee be our
portion; for then will all these blessings follow, and we shall
find indeed that riches and honor are with thee; yea, durable
riches and righteousness.
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Chapter 9

Contents

In this chapter we have set before us the very different
proposals of wisdom and folly. And we are shewn no /ess,
how certainly the former leads to happiness, and the latter to
misery.

PROVERBS 9:1-6

Wisdom hath builded her house, she hath hewn out her seven
pillars: She hath killed her beasts; she hath mingled her wine; she
hath also furnished her table. She hath sent forth her maidens:
she crieth upon the highest places of the city, Whoso is simple, let
him turn in hither: as for him that wanteth understanding, she
saith to him, Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the wine which
I have mingled. Forsake the foolish, and live; and go in the way of
understanding.

We must still behold CHRIST under the office character of
Wisdom, proclaiming grace and a fulness of blessings to his
church and people. The house here said to be built with seven
pillars, and the feast here said to be furnished, and the
invitation sent forth for guests with the blessedness of those
who accept thereof, and are made the partakers of it; these
are plain representations of the gospel fulness, and the
infinite mercy provided for poor sinners in Jesus. The house
which Jesus hath built in the body of his temple, is the whole
church at large; and the seven pillars spoken of, whether
intended as an indefinite number to represent the whole, or
referring by any allusion to what is said of the seven spirits
which are said to be before the throne, the sense is the same.
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The HoLy GHosT hath explained the whole of this subject to
the church, when saying by his servant Paul, that it is built
upon the foundation of the apostles, and prophets, JEsus
CHRIST himself being the chief corner stone, in whom all the
building, fitly framed together, groweth unto an holy temple
in the LORD, Ephesians 2:20-21. And that CHRIST, the Wisdom-
Mediator hath prepared and built the whole, the HoLy GHosT
confirmed, when drawing a comparison between Moses as a
servant in his house, and CHRIST as the LorD of this house;
and determining the glory of CHRIST therefrom as proving his
GOoDHEAD by having built all things, Hebrews 3:3-4. Perhaps by
the seven pillars may be intended to represent the seven-fold
gifts of the HoLy GHoST, Revelation 1:4. And we know that the
whole gospel is uniformly represented throughout the Bible,
under the similitude of a rich feast. Jesus hath prepared it,
and it is he which giveth it. He hath mingled it also. For here
is his body broken, and his blood shed; his flesh being meat
indeed, and his blood drink indeed, to all that partake. And it
is mingled as the paschal feast, which was typical of it set
forth; for it is received by faith with unleavened bread and
bitter herbs. A whole unleavened CHRIST into a broken,
leavened, contrite heart. The righteousness, peace, and, joy,
and gifts of the HoLy GHosT, are the blessed food of the soul,
received, and lived upon by faith; when the poor sinner is
made to see and feel his need, and turns in at wisdom's
gracious invitation to the rich table, Isaiah 25:6-8; Exodus
12:7; Exodus 12:12; 1 Corinthians 5:7-8. The servants sent
forth to call in the guests correspond to the gospel call by the
ministers, and the plentiful means adopted to bring in the
objects, for whom both the house and the feast are prepared:
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namely, the poor and the needy, the wretched and the
miserable, Luke 14:16-24

PROVERBS 9:7-12

He that reproveth a scorner getteth to himself shame: and he that
rebuketh a wicked man getteth himself a blot. Reprove not a
scorner, lest he hate thee: rebuke a wise man, and he will love
thee. Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be yet wiser:
teach a just man, and he will increase in learning. The fear of the
LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy
is understanding. For by me thy days shall be multiplied, and the
years of thy life shall be increased. If thou be wise, thou shalt be
wise for thyself: but if thou scornest, thou alone shalt bear it.

These are so many various ways of setting forth the happy
consequences of those, that at wisdom's call are made wise
unto salvation, They find all the blessed effects of that grace
in the heart, in following what is here said, and giving
themselves up to the guidance of wisdom.

PROVERBS 9:13-18

A foolish woman is clamorous: she is simple, and knoweth
nothing. For she sitteth at the door of her house, on a seat in the
high places of the city, To call passengers who go right on their
ways: Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither: and as for him that
wanteth understanding, she saith to him, Stolen waters are sweet,
and bread eaten in secret is pleasant. But he knoweth not that
the dead are there; and that her guests are in the depths of hell.

We have in these verses the contrast to what was given in the
former part of the chapter. Under the figure of a foolish
woman, meaning ignorance altogether, is set forth the rival of
CHRIST, the god of this world, blending the human mind with
the delusions of his several temptations, 2 Corinthians 4:4.
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The similitude of sitting at the door of her house to call
passengers, who are going the right way, to turn aside, and
the proposals she makes of stolen waters and bread in secret;
these are most apt representations of the devices of Satan.
For I would have the Reader observe that the call here given,
is given to such as are going the right way. Yes! Satan never
gives any interruption to his servants, while going the wrong
way in his drudgery. While the strong man armed keepeth the
palace, the goods are in peace, Luke 11:21. But if wisdom's
call be heard among the household of Satan, where the LORD
JEsus causeth it to be heard, for we all, (saith an apostle,) had
our conversation In times past with the children of
disobedience. Ephesians 2:2-3. No sooner doth a poor sinner
attempt to run out of his kingdom, than all hell is up in arms
to bring him back. And what a correspondence is here made
of stolen waters and bread in secret, rendered pleasant to the
lusts of the flesh and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of
life, 1 John 2:16. And how surely are the wages of sin death,
Romans 6:23.

Reflections

READER! do not too hastily dismiss this chapter. Can any
thing be more happily chosen to represent the path of grace,
and the broad road of destruction, than the very different
representations here made. Pause, and contemplate the vast
distinction between them. Behold the house, the feast, the
fatness, fulness, and eternal duration of those provisions
which Jesus hath made for them that love him. Behold the
wretched, empty, unsatisfying, deceitful, and stolen pleasures
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which sin proposeth; and do not forget the close of all; the
dead are there, and her guests in the depths of hell.

Oh! for grace to hear wisdom's voice. Oh! blessed Jesus, let
thy seven pillars resting upon thyself be the foundation of my
house; and thy table the one at which my soul may daily sit
by grace here, and in glory eternally hereafter. And do thou,
LorD, | pray thee, who hast spread all, furnished all, mingled
all, and given freely all, without money and without price;
give me every suited preparation to enjoy all, that I may
never listen to the noise of the clamorous women, but be
unceasingly eating of thy bread and drinking of the wine
which thou hast mingled. Yea, LorD, may my whole soul be so
hungering, and thirsting, and longing for the everlasting
enjoyment of thee, that daily by faith here, and ere long in
the fruition of thee in glory, I may live to thee, and with thee,
and upon thee for ever.

Chapter 10

Contents

We are now in this Chapter, entering upon the Proverbs. From
this Chapter to the twenty-fifth, we meet with a great
abundance of those divine sayings. The one part is descriptive
of the blessed effects of following wisdom's ways; and the
other of the contrary consequences.

PrRovERBS 10:1
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The proverbs of Solomon. A wise son maketh a glad father: but a
foolish son is the heaviness of his mother.

If the Reader, while going over the whole body of Proverbs,
will pray the HoLy GHosT, that he may be always on the look
out for his divine teaching, | think very frequently he will
discover in these Proverbs, that a greater than Solomon /s
here. 1 am very free to confess and believe, that many of the
maxims here found, are maxims of morality and sound policy.
But while | say this, I must be allowed to believe also, that
very many sweet spiritual instructions are veiled under them.
And | would beg the Reader to recollect what was said in the
very first opening of the book of Proverbs, that the design for
which they are given to us among the books of Gop, and as a
part of the Bible was, that we might understand a Proverb,
and the interpretation thereof,; the Words of the wise, and
their dark sayings, Proverbs 1:6. If a mere code of moral
sayings was all that was intended, what dark sayings are
there in the very plain truths, which for the most part those
chapters from the 10th to the 25th contain? | cannot
therefore refrain from desiring the Reader to be as attentive
as possible at every verse, more or less, as he passeth
through to the enquiry; what further than the first and most
obvious sense, the passage may, without violence be
supposed to imply. And while | beg his close attention
towards a discovery, that may be for his own profit; | yet
more earnestly desire that his eyes and his heart may be
directed to Him, from whom cometh every good, and every
perfect gift: with whom is the residue of the SpIRIT; and /7
whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
And once for all, now at the commencement of the Proverbs,
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I would desire to impress these views of them upon his mind,
and in this manner recommend. the perusal of them to his
heart. And having said this much, which if diligently followed
by the Reader, will tend to his improvement in the knowledge
of this blessed book of Gob, better than by any thing that I
can propose for his help in the perusal, I beg to observe that
I shall make but short comments here and there, as a
passage may strike me, in order to avoid swelling this
Commentary unnecessarily, and which hath indeed already
extended very much beyond what was originally intended.

PROVERBS 10:2
Treasures of wickedness profit nothing: but righteousness
delivereth from death.

There is a righteousness indeed, which delivereth from death,
even the righteousness of Jesus, and which Gob hath set forth
for this purpose, Romans 3:21-22.

PROVERBS 10:3
The LORD will not suffer the soul of the righteous to famish: but
he casteth away the substance of the wicked.

See this blessing insured, as it concerns the LORD’S people,
Psalm 33:18-19.

PROVERBS 10:4-15

He becometh poor that dealeth with a slack hand: but the hand of
the diligent maketh rich. He that gathereth in summer is a wise
son: but he that sleepeth in harvest is a son that causeth shame.
Blessings are upon the head of the just: but violence covereth the
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mouth of the wicked. The memory of the just is blessed: but the
name of the wicked shall rot. The wise in heart will receive
commandments: but a prating fool shall fall. He that walketh
uprightly walketh surely: but he that perverteth his ways shall be
known. He that winketh with the eye causeth sorrow: but a
prating fool shall fall. The mouth of a righteous man is a well of
life: but violence covereth the mouth of the wicked. Hatred
stirreth up strifes: but love covereth all sins. In the lips of him that
hath understanding wisdom is found: but a rod is for the back of
him that is void of understanding. Wise men lay up knowledge:
but the mouth of the foolish is near destruction. The rich man's
wealth is his strong city: the destruction of the poor is their
poverty.

The Reader will find here somewhat either by direct allusion,
or by indirect inference, that will lead the heart to Jesus, if the
HoLy GHosT be the Commentator; as for example in this last
verse of the passage, The rich man here spoken of, may be
considered as the rich in faith, of whom James speaks, James
2:5. And this wealth of faith, being all founded in CHRIST; he
gives them o inherit substance, and is their refuge into which
they run and are safe, Proverbs 18:10.

PROVERBS 10:16-32

The labour of the righteous tendeth to life: the fruit of the wicked
to sin. He is in the way of life that keepeth instruction: but he that
refuseth reproof erreth. He that hideth hatred with lying lips, and
he that uttereth a slander, is a fool. In the multitude of words
there wanteth not sin: but he that refraineth his lips is wise. The
tongue of the just is as choice silver: the heart of the wicked is
little worth. The lips of the righteous feed many: but fools die for
want of wisdom. The blessing of the LORD, it maketh rich, and he
addeth no sorrow with it. It is as sport to a fool to do mischief:
but a man of understanding hath wisdom. The fear of the wicked,
it shall come upon him: but the desire of the righteous shall be
granted. As the whirlwind passeth, so is the wicked no more: but
the righteous is an everlasting foundation. As vinegar to the teeth,
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and as smoke to the eyes, so is the sluggard to them that send
him. The fear of the LORD prolongeth days: but the years of the
wicked shall be shortened. The hope of the righteous shall be
gladness: but the expectation of the wicked shall perish. The way
of the LORD is strength to the upright: but destruction shall be to
the workers of iniquity. The righteous shall never be removed: but
the wicked shall not inhabit the earth. The mouth of the just
bringeth forth wisdom: but the froward tongue shall be cut out.
The lips of the righteous know what is acceptable: but the mouth
of the wicked speaketh frowardness.

I detain not the Reader through these verses. They are all
very plain to the understanding of one taught of Gobp. The
way of life is Jesus, for he saith himself that Ae /s the way,
and the truth, and the life, John 14:6; and he that is in this
way, is in Jesus. And Jesus points out an infallible method by
which all such are known. He keepeth instruction, Solomon
saith. And Jesus saith if a man love me, he will keep my
words. And the greatest of all blessings is annexed to this.
Pray, Reader, turn to that sweet scripture, and read it, until
that the very life of the passage is engraven upon your heart,
John 14:23 and you will find, by comparing scripture with
scripture, similar illustrations; and of consequence, how the
Proverbs of Solomon are to be read and explained.

Reflections

READER! let us both look to Him that gave to Solomon
wisdom. that while some will run through these Proverbs as
men may pass over a field where treasure is hidden, and are
unconscious what is under them; you and | may see and
know the things which are freely given to us of Gobp. The
parables of Jesus were still parables to the unenlightened
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multitude. But to his disciples 7/t was given to know the
mysteries of the kingdom.

In these dark sayings, here are many blessed and bright
things. But like the LorD’s hidden ones, as they are unknown
to the world, so is the bread of life which is handed to them in
secret. And Reader! let you and I, as we go over those
several passages bring them all to Jesus, He will expound
them to us in order, as he did to his disciples, when we are
alone. Are not we ourselves, if CHRIST'S followers, men
wondered at? Is not our spiritual life a mystery; our new
birth, our effectual calling, pardon, justification, adoption,
sanctification, with all the blessings, supports, recoveries,
helps, refreshments, in short, all the ways of grace here, and
the promise of life in Jesus hereafter; is not the whole a
mystery, and are we not frequently prompted to cry out as we
go along our pilgrimage, and especially when at any time
JEsus himself comes to us in a sweet visit of love, LorD! how
/s it that thou dost manifest thyself to us, and not unto the
world? And shall it be more a subject of wonder, that the
word of his grace is to be read with other eyes, and explained
with other tongues than men of the world are acquainted
with? Precious Jesus! be thou our Instructor, for thou art a
matchless Guide! Lead us into all truth: and if led by thee, we
are made to discover thy Person, or thy work, thy grace, or
thy favour, sweetly veiled under those parables: surely, LORD,
we shall feel, as those disciples felt, Our hearts burn within
us, while thou talkest to us by the way, and while thou
expoundest to us, in these scriptures, the things concerning
thyselr.

S7



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

Chapter 11

PROVERBS 11:1

A false balance is abomination to the LORD: but a just weight is
his delight.

What a blessed thought is it, that when our poor nature,
weighed in the balance was found wanting,; Jesus more than
compensated what we needed, and, thereby delighted his
FATHER, Daniel 5:27 Proverbs 8:30; John 10:17

PROVERBS 11:2-7

When pride cometh, then cometh shame: but with the lowly is
wisdom. The integrity of the upright shall guide them: but the
perverseness of transgressors shall destroy them. Riches profit not
in the day of wrath: but righteousness delivereth from death. The
righteousness of the perfect shall direct his way: but the wicked
shall fall by his own wickedness. The righteousness of the upright
shall deliver them: but transgressors shall be taken in their own
naughtiness. When a wicked man dieth, his expectation shall
perish: and the hope of unjust men perisheth.

I pause here to remark the striking expressions, by which the
everlasting ruin of the unregenerate is marked, Job 27:8. See
as a contrast, a striking portrait, Jeremiah 17:5-8.

PROVERBS 11:8-15

The righteous is delivered out of trouble, and the wicked cometh
in his stead. An hypocrite with his mouth destroyeth his
neighbour: but through knowledge shall the just be delivered.
When it goeth well with the righteous, the city rejoiceth: and
when the wicked perish, there is shouting. By the blessing of the
upright the city is exalted: but it is overthrown by the mouth of
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the wicked. He that is void of wisdom despiseth his neighbour: but
a man of understanding holdeth his peace. A talebearer revealeth
secrets: but he that is of a faithful spirit concealeth the matter.
Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in the multitude of
counsellors there is safety. He that is surety for a stranger shall
smart for it: and he that hateth suretiship is sure.

I can never pass over any passage respecting suretyship,
without thinking of Jesus. Oh! thou Almighty Surety of thy
redeemed! thou didst smart for it indeed; or as the phrase in
this verse might have been rendered, shall be sore broken,
for thou wast bruised, and broken, and put to grief, Isaiah
53:4,5 whereas, hadst thou refused to have stood forth for
thy people, or as this verse renders it, hadst thou hated
suretyship, thou hadst been sure. For resting in thine own
eternal, uninterrupted glory with the FATHER: nothing could
have arisen to have broken in upon thy felicity. Oh! matchless
love! Oh! peerless grace! Teach me, dearest Jesus, to love
thee, who hath so loved us!

PROVERBS 11:16-24

A gracious woman retaineth honour: and strong men retain riches.
The merciful man doeth good to his own soul: but he that is cruel
troubleth his own flesh. The wicked worketh a deceitful work: but
to him that soweth righteousness shall be a sure reward. As
righteousness tendeth to life: so he that pursueth evil pursueth it
to his own death. They that are of a froward heart are
abomination to the LORD: but such as are upright in their way are
his delight. Though hand join in hand, the wicked shall not be
unpunished: but the seed of the righteous shall be delivered. As a
jewel of gold in a swine's snout, so is a fair woman which is
without discretion. The desire of the righteous is only good: but
the expectation of the wicked is wrath. There is that scattereth,
and yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more than is
meet, but it tendeth to poverty.
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I wish that this last verse, and the great truth contained in it,
was but better understood, and better put in practice by my
poor heart. Jesus, | am sure, taught it in his whole life and
glorious example. How hath he scattered grace, mercy,
peace, and pardon, among the unworthiest of creatures. And
how hath he increased in bringing forth to himself an
everlasting revenue of praise and glory, from the millions,
which he hath thereby snatched from hell. My Brother! how
are we following the plan of Jesus, when we withhold, and in
our scanty souls, so far from scattering, are living but to
ourselves; and our own enjoyments. Reader! pray turn to that
sweet portion of JEsus’s sermon, which may be construed in a
general way, both for spirituals and temporals; as a gracious
direction on this point, Matthew 5:44-48.

PROVERBS 11:25-31

The liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall be
watered also himself. He that withholdeth corn, the people shall
curse him: but blessing shall be upon the head of him that selleth
it. He that diligently seeketh good procureth favour: but he that
seeketh mischief, it shall come unto him. He that trusteth in his
riches shall fall: but the righteous shall flourish as a branch. He
that troubleth his own house shall inherit the wind: and the fool
shall be servant to the wise of heart. The fruit of the righteous is a
tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise. Behold, the
righteous shall be recompensed in the earth: much more the
wicked and the sinner.

If Joseph was blessed in Egypt for selling corn, how blessed is
JESus in our spiritual Egypt in g/ving it? Genesis 41:55-57; and
that giveth it for ever; and that giveth without upbraiding;
and all this in opposition to unworthiness, ingratitude, and a
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thousand, and ten thousand provocations of evil. Yea, more;
that giveth not merely the corn of this life, but the wine, and
oil, and bread of eternal life: yea, becometh all these, and
infinitely more, in giving himself to them and for them.
Precious Jesus! thou art indeed the bread of life, and the
bread of Gob, which cometh down from heaven, and giveth
life unto the world! Lorp! evermore give me this bread! John
6:32-34.

Reflections

/ BESEECH thee, gracious Master, to give me a right
understanding in all things. Taught by thee, | shall then
discover, that thou art here folded up in this chapter. And
however, as so many parables, | may first read what is here
written, soon, under thy teaching, | shall learn that of thee
they treat, and to thee they are intended to lead me.— And
have I, my soul, so learned CHRIST? Was JEsus the parable of
the Gospel upon many occasions? And is he not very
frequently in the OIld Testament scripture? Was Jesus the
Lazarus there depictured, poor, and without food, or resting
place: bruised, and laying at the gate of the rich Scribes and
Pharisees, despised, and at length dead; and while they knew
him not, carried amidst the chariots of Angels to his FATHER’S
bosom—and do | not behold him here, amidst the parables,
the surety for the poor stranger and smarting for it?—him that
scattereth, and yet increaseth: the liberal soul that maketh
fat—and having watered the thirsty souls of sinners, is now
glorified of his FATHER; and all power is given to him, as the
glory-man mediator, in heaven and in earth? Hail! blessed,
precious Jesus! thou art he whom thy people shall adore, and
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blessings shall be upon the head of him that was separated
from his brethren; whom GobD our FATHER, hath made
Universal LorD of our Egypt; and in whose wisdom, provision
is laid for selling corn, for the salvation of our souls, when
without thee, the famine of the bread of life, would have
caused us to have perished for ever.

Chapter 12

PROVERBS 12:1-2

Whoso loveth instruction loveth knowledge: but he that hateth
reproof is brutish. A good man obtaineth favour of the LORD: but
a man of wicked devices will he condemn.

Is it not CHRIST here spoken of, who in our nature fulfilled all
righteousness, and for which he obtained favour for himself
and people? See the Commentary on Psalm 1 and Psalm 15 in
confirmation.

PROVERBS 12:3-9

A man shall not be established by wickedness: but the root of the
righteous shall not be moved. A virtuous woman is a crown to her
husband: but she that maketh ashamed is as rottenness in his
bones. The thoughts of the righteous are right: but the counsels
of the wicked are deceit. The words of the wicked are to lie in wait
for blood: but the mouth of the upright shall deliver them. The
wicked are overthrown, and are not: but the house of the
righteous shall stand. A man shall be commended according to his
wisdom: but he that is of a perverse heart shall be despised. He
that is despised, and hath a servant, is better than he that
honoureth himself, and lacketh bread.
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The man here said to be despised, but who hath the servant
of JEHovAH for his portion, is preferable to the self-righteous
who is destitute of the bread of life, Isaiah 42:1; Matthew
20:27-28.

PROVERBS 12:10-18

A righteous man regardeth the life of his beast: but the tender
mercies of the wicked are cruel. He that tilleth his land shall be
satisfied with bread: but he that followeth vain persons is void of
understanding. The wicked desireth the net of evil men: but the
root of the righteous yieldeth fruit. The wicked is snared by the
transgression of his lips: but the just shall come out of trouble. A
man shall be satisfied with good by the fruit of his mouth: and the
recompence of a man's hands shall be rendered unto him. The
way of a fool is right in his own eyes: but he that hearkeneth unto
counsel is wise. A fool's wrath is presently known: but a prudent
man covereth shame. He that speaketh truth sheweth forth
righteousness: but a false witness deceit. There is that speaketh
like the piercings of a sword: but the tongue of the wise is health.

David gives one of the best comments upon the words, that
are like the piercings of the sword, Psalm 141:5. And the
apostle shews wherefore it is so, Hebrews 4:12-13.

PROVERBS 12:19-25

The lip of truth shall be established for ever: but a lying tongue is
but for a moment. Deceit is in the heart of them that imagine evil:
but to the counsellors of peace is joy. There shall no evil happen
to the just: but the wicked shall be filled with mischief. Lying lips
are abomination to the LORD: but they that deal truly are his
delight. A prudent man concealeth knowledge: but the heart of
fools proclaimeth foolishness. The hand of the diligent shall bear
rule: but the slothful shall be under tribute. Heaviness in the
heart of man maketh it stoop: but a good word maketh it glad.
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What but Jesus, the uncreated word, can give comfort to an
heart born down under the pressure of sin? 7Ay /ove (saith
the church) /s better than wine; Song of Solomon 1:2. Yes!
for though wine may raise the drooping spirits as a
momentary cordial, yet Jesus's love raiseth the dead,
Ephesians 2:1

PROVERBS 12:26-28
The righteous is more excellent than his neighbour: but the way
of the wicked seduceth them. The slothful man roasteth not that
which he took in hunting: but the substance of a diligent man is
precious. In the way of righteousness is life; and in the pathway
thereof there is no death.

All these are expressive of one and the same thing. The
margin of the Bible renders it, 7he righteous is more
abundant than his neighbour. Unto every one that hath (saith
our LORD) shall be given and he shall have abundance,
Matthew 25:29; intimating that grace is an increasing gift
from the LorD. So that while the sinner is waxing worse and
worse, he that hath clean hands shall be stronger and
stronger, Job 17:9

Reflections

How blessed is every portion of the divine word, when read
with an eye to CHRIST. Wherever CHRIST is seen, and known,
and enjoyed; there the word becomes life and spirit to the
heart. / found thy words and did eat them, (saith one of the
prophets) and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of
mine heart. And what rendered Gob’s word so sweet was,
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that CHriST filled every part of it. These were the green
pastures in which Gobp caused his servant to lie down, when
he fed him beside the still waters. When CHRIST is seen in
them, and the HoLy GHoST gives the soul to taste CHRIST in
them; then as the church said, so all the people find; it is
blessed to sit down under his shadow with great delight, and
his fruit is sweet to the taste. Reader! do you find it to be so?
Have you found CHRIST in this chapter? Depend upon it, the
grace of Gob, and the word of Gob, which bringeth salvation,
brings it from this source: and it then flows in upon the soul,
in rich, full, free, and blessed streams of CHRIST as the
salvation of Gop for poor sinners. Oh! for grace so to find, so
to enjoy, so to relish, and so to live upon JEHOVAH'S precious
gift to men. /n this way of JEsus and his righteousness /s /ife,
and in the very path-way thereof, the private, as well as the
public ordinances of grace, there is no death.

Chapter 13

PROVERBS 13:1-7

A wise son heareth his father's instruction: but a scorner heareth
not rebuke. A man shall eat good by the fruit of his mouth: but
the soul of the transgressors shall eat violence. He that keepeth
his mouth keepeth his life: but he that openeth wide his lips shall
have destruction. The soul of the sluggard desireth, and hath
nothing: but the soul of the diligent shall be made fat. A righteous
man hateth lying: but a wicked man is loathsome, and cometh to
shame. Righteousness keepeth him that is upright in the way: but
wickedness overthroweth the sinner. There is that maketh himself
rich, yet hath nothing: there is that maketh himself poor, yet hath
great riches.
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I pause at this last verse to ask the Reader if he hath marked
the striking difference between the one here spoken of, as
making himself rich, while poor; and the other, who having
great riches, yet hath made himself poor. Every eye that
reads what is here said, and looks into the world, may be
struck with the application, when he seeth thousands like the
church of the Laodiceans, fancying themselves rich, and
increased with goods, and having need of nothing, while
ignorant that they are wretched, and miserable, and poor,
and blind, and naked, Revelation 3:17-18. In the spiritual
sense of these words, (and it is in this sense that they are
evidently spoken) what multiplied instances are every day
occurring. But, Reader! passing for the moment the
consideration of such characters by, you cannot need, |
should hope, any help to enable you to discover one most
eminently represented in the character of making himself
poor, while possessing great riches: Must not every eye be
directed instantly to the contemplation of the precious Jesus?
Who but He hath ever so humbled himself, and manifested a
lowliness of soul like him? Ye know, saith Paul to the
Corinthian church, ye know the grace of our LORD JESUS
CHRIST, that though he was rich, yet, for your sakes, he
became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich, 2
Corinthians 8:9. And what another lovely account to the same
effect is that passage of Paul, Philippians 2:5-11. But, Reader!
do not pass over the verse, until that you have questioned
your own heart, whether the conscious sense of JESUS’s
unequalled humbleness, and his immense treasure, hath
brought your soul in love with him? Hath he blessed you with
such views of him, as to delight in him; such views as to
desire him, and such views as to choose him for your portion?
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PROVERBS 13:8-12

The ransom of a man's life are his riches: but the poor heareth
not rebuke. The light of the righteous rejoiceth: but the lamp of
the wicked shall be put out. Only by pride cometh contention: but
with the well advised is wisdom. Wealth gotten by vanity shall be
diminished: but he that gathereth by labour shall increase. Hope
deferred maketh the heart sick: but when the desire cometh, it is
a tree of life.

Surely CHRIST is the hope of Israel, and if he who is the hope
of Israel deferreth his visits to a sin-sick soul, that soul will
languish? He is also the desire of all nations, and must be the
desire of every truly, awakened heart, and when he cometh,
he is indeed the tree of life in the paradise of Gob. Oh! what a
verse of CHRIST and his fulness, suitableness, and blessedness
is here? Jeremiah 14:8; Haggai 2:7; Revelation 22:2.

PROVERBS 13:13-20

Whoso despiseth the word shall be destroyed: but he that feareth
the commandment shall be rewarded. The law of the wise is a
fountain of life, to depart from the snares of death. Good
understanding giveth favour: but the way of transgressors is hard.
Every prudent man dealeth with knowledge: but a fool layeth
open his folly. A wicked messenger falleth into mischief: but a
faithful ambassador is health. Poverty and shame shall be to him
that refuseth instruction: but he that regardeth reproof shall be
honoured. The desire accomplished is sweet to the soul: but it is
abomination to fools to depart from evil. He that walketh with
wise men shall be wise: but a companion of fools shall be
destroyed.

Several blessed things are within these verses. The Wicked
messenger, and the faithful ambassador: what a contrast for
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those who minister in the church of CHRIST to ponder over.
The consideration of walking with the wise, and the awfulness
of being the companion of fools, what volumes are contained
in those short, but striking sentences for all to consider.
Precious Jesus! Make all thy servants faithful! Keep thy saints
from dangerous society. Be it my portion, LorD, to walk with
thee!

PROVERBS 13:21-25

Evil pursueth sinners: but to the righteous good shall be repayed.
A good man leaveth an inheritance to his children's children: and
the wealth of the sinner is laid up for the just. Much food is in the
tillage of the poor: but there is that is destroyed for want of
judgment. He that spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that
loveth him chasteneth him betimes. The righteous eateth to the
satisfying of his soul: but the belly of the wicked shall want.

LorD, impress all thy ponderous truths upon my soul, and give
me to search for thee in all thy word, as for hidden treasure.

Reflections

READER! amidst many sweet and blessed things which this
chapter furnisheth for improvement in reflection, | feel my
mind particularly led to contemplate yet more the grace of our
JEsus, in his wonderful condescension as here expressed, in
making himself poor, when possessed of all the riches of
heaven and earth. There is somewhat in this view of CHRIST,
extremely engaging; and when connected with that view, we
consider the cause and design of it, surely it holdeth out one
of the most delightful subjects the human mind is capable of
contemplating.
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JEsus, though LorD of all, made himself servant of all: and
went on in a continued series of humiliation, until that he
humbled himself unto the accursed death of the cross. So that
it was grace in all his actions; grace in his first design, and
grace in every purpose. And what an everlasting revenue of
love, praise, and glory, must result from such acts of
beneficence!

But, Reader! as an improvement from this view of JEsus, think
what on opposition to this loveliness of CHRIST, must be the
self-righteous; and if CHRIST be so truly amiable in this
condescension, how truly unamiable must be the proud in his
own self-importance! There is that maketh himself rich, and
yet hath nothing. To be nothing is bad enough: and yet it is
to be worse than nothing, when a man fancieth himself he is
something, when in reality he is nothing. To be poor indeed in
good works, and without holiness before Gob; and yet talking
of our good works and holiness: to be blind to our own sin,
and blind to CHRIST and his righteousness; and yet confident
of our own worth; and fancying we have no great need of a
SAVIOUR: to be naked of all spiritual-cloathing to appear in
before Gop; and yet taking to ourselves a covering, but not of
GoD’s SPIRIT.—Reader! | pray you pause: can there be upon
the face of the earth a more pitiable character? To have the
spots of death upon us, and yet unconscious that we are sick.
Oh! that souls in this state would hear, and attend to the
blessed words of CHRIST. | counsel thee (saith JEsSus) to buy of
me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich: and white
raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of
thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eye-
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salve, that thou mayest see. Precious Jesus! thou, who givest
this counsel, give grace also to follow it!

Chapter 14

PROVERBS 14:1-5

Every wise woman buildeth her house: but the foolish plucketh it
down with her hands. He that walketh in his uprightness feareth
the LORD: but he that is perverse in his ways despiseth him. In
the mouth of the foolish is a rod of pride: but the lips of the wise
shall preserve them. Where no oxen are, the crib is clean: but
much increase is by the strength of the ox. A faithful witness will
not lie: but a false witness will utter lies.

I pass over these several verses, plain and instructive as they
all are, to dwell on the sweet feature of CHRIST, as the faithful
and true witness, Revelation 1:5. And, | hope that | need not
remind the reader, that it is one of the gracious assurances
given to us of our covenant Gob, that Ae /s not a man that he
should lie, neither the son of man, that he should repent,
Numbers 23:19. And the apostle makes this a most blessed
argument of comfort, in the contemplation of the word and
oath of JEHOVAH, that Gop willing more abundantly to shew
unto the heirs of the promise the immutability of his counsel,
confirmed it by an oath, that by two immutable things in
which it was impossible for Gob to lie, we might have a strong
consolation who have fled for refuge, to lay hold upon the
hope set before us, Hebrews 6:17-18. Is it not precious,
Reader, to consider how sure the divine promises are,
founded in the merits of CHRIST'S blood and righteousness,
and the covenant engagements of JEHOvAH? This is what Paul
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calls grace reigning through righteousness unto eternal life,
by JEsus CHRIST our LORD, Romans 5:21.

PROVERBS 14:6-8

A scorner seeketh wisdom, and findeth it not: but knowledge is
easy unto him that understandeth. Go from the presence of a
foolish man, when thou perceivest not in him the lips of
knowledge. The wisdom of the prudent is to understand his way:
but the folly of fools is deceit.

This verse of fools making a mock at sin, is very
expressive: for surely none but fools can do so; to laugh at
that which offends Gob, ruins men, and which nothing but the
blood of CHRrIST can expiate; this must be supreme folly
indeed.

PROVERBS 14:9
Fools make a mock at sin: but among the righteous there is
favour.

This is a sweet verse, and fully explained by every gracious
soul in his own feeling's. Who knows the secret transactions
between Gobp and the soul on account of sin! Who shall sum
up the sorrows of a wounded conscience? And who is
competent to describe the sweet intercourse between CHRIST
and the soul, when, through the operations of the HoLy
GHosT, all that rich and heart-rejoicing communion takes
place, which lifts the soul into the very suburbs of heaven?

PrRovERBS 14:10-14
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The heart knoweth his own bitterness; and a stranger doth not
intermeddle with his joy. The house of the wicked shall be
overthrown: but the tabernacle of the upright shall flourish. There
is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are
the ways of death. Even in laughter the heart is sorrowful; and the
end of that mirth is heaviness. The backslider in heart shall be
filled with his own ways: and a good man shall be satisfied from
himself.

Gob hath said this, and the soul knows the truth of it
experimentally. See that scripture, Jeremiah 2:19

PROVERBS 14:15-20

The simple believeth every word: but the prudent man looketh
well to his going. A wise man feareth, and departeth from evil: but
the fool rageth, and is confident. He that is soon angry dealeth
foolishly: and a man of wicked devices is hated. The simple inherit
folly: but the prudent are crowned with knowledge. The evil bow
before the good; and the wicked at the gates of the righteous.
The poor is hated even of his own neighbour: but the rich hath
many friends.

The poor in spirit is the object of the rich man's hatred, if the
one be a possessor of grace in his poverty, and the other not.
But, what rich are here spoken of? Perhaps the rich of this
world. Yes; such have many friends, at least, many who
profess to be so; but not many promises. Go to now, ye rich
men (saith Jesus) weep and how! for your miseries that shall
come upon you. James 5:1. But if So/lomon means by the rich
having many friends, the rich in faith, and heirs of the
kingdom, they have indeed multitudes of friends. Gop is their
FATHER and friend; Jesus is their friend that loveth at all times:
the HoLy GHosT is their friend. Angels, and all the church of
the first-born in heaven are their friends; and all the
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redeemed below. Precious thought to the exercised followers
of the sinner's friend!

PROVERBS 14:21-35

He that despiseth his neighbour sinneth: but he that hath mercy
on the poor, happy is he. Do they not err that devise evil? but
mercy and truth shall be to them that devise good. In all labour
there is profit: but the talk of the lips tendeth only to penury. The
crown of the wise is their riches: but the foolishness of fools is
folly. A true witness delivereth souls: but a deceitful witness
speaketh lies. In the fear of the LORD is strong confidence: and
his children shall have a place of refuge. The fear of the LORD is a
fountain of life, to depart from the snares of death. In the
multitude of people is the king's honour: but in the want of people
is the destruction of the prince. He that is slow to wrath is of great
understanding: but he that is hasty of spirit exalteth folly. A
sound heart is the life of the flesh: but envy the rottenness of the
bones. He that oppresseth the poor reproacheth his Maker: but he
that honoureth him hath mercy on the poor. The wicked is driven
away in his wickedness: but the righteous hath hope in his death.
Wisdom resteth in the heart of him that hath understanding: but
that which is in the midst of fools is made known. Righteousness
exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people. The king's
favour is toward a wise servant: but his wrath is against him that
causeth shame.

I detain not the Reader with offering any comment upon
those verses. If they be read with an eye to CHRIST, and the
HoLy GHOST be the teacher, many are the gracious instructions
which will arise out of them.

Reflections

READER! amidst several very interesting views given in this
chapter of Gop and of CHrIsT, | know not what your feelings
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are, but I confess that my mind is led to reflect again and
again on what Solomon saith of a faithful witness. And,
precious as it is to find among the general perfidy of mankind
any of this character, yet, how much more blessed is it to
contemplate this perfection in the faithful, unchangeable Gop.
It was the very character by which JEHovaAH demanded that he
should be known to Israel of old. Know therefore that the
LorD thy Gob, he is Gop, the faithful Gop! And, herein hath
JEHOVAH pledged himself to CHRIST, and pledged, if it may be
so expressed, even his holiness to him, for the fulfillment of
all his covenant promises. Once have | sworn by my holiness,
that | will not lie unto David. Oh! the rich charter of grace!
Oh! the security of GopD’s people! Blessed Gob! cause me to
live upon it, to rest upon it, and never, no not for a moment,
to call in question Gob's faithfulness: but to know that
righteousness is the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the
girdle of his reins. And as a man binds up his girdle around
him, and fastens it to himself; so JEHOVAH takes to himself his
faithfulness, for his people to lay hold of, and to hang upon.
Precious Gob! here will I hang, and nothing, no, not even
death itself shall unclasp my dying holdfast; for when both
heart and strength shall fail, thou shalt be the strength of my
heart, and my portion for ever.

Chapter 15

PROVERBS 15:1-6

A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up
anger. The tongue of the wise useth knowledge aright: but the
mouth of fools poureth out foolishness. The eyes of the LORD are
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in every place, beholding the evil and the good. A wholesome
tongue is a tree of life: but perverseness therein is a breach in the
spirit. A fool despiseth his father's instruction: but he that
regardeth reproof is prudent. In the house of the righteous is
much treasure: but in the revenues of the wicked is trouble.

I should not think it necessary to make any break in the
reading of those proverbs, were it not that the Reader
thereby may be prompted to make a pause here and there, to
ponder over the golden words, and to gather from these
precious sentences, both the spiritual and moral
improvements from them, as he passeth on. And, the Reader
will find, if he maketh a pause after every verse, more or less,
that there is scarce one, but what, without violence to the
expressions, carries with it a sweet gospel signification. And,
surely it is both gracious and blessed, when we can thus bring
with us the New Testament into the Old. Thus for example, if
we read the several verses we have gone through in this
chapter, what can induce a soft answer to turn away wrath,
until that our poor nature is regenerated and we have the
SPIRIT of CHRIST. It is by the SPIRIT only, we are told, that we
can mortify the deeds of the body; and by his influences that
we put off all these anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy
communication out of our mouth, Romans 8:9-13; Colossians
3:8. So again, the proverb saith, that the tongue of the wise
useth knowledge aright. Yes! when the LorD hath done by
the sinner as by the prophet, laid the live coal taken from the
Holy Altar upon his mouth, and touched the lips, his iniquity is
taken away and his sin purged, lsaiah 6:7. But without this,
who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? not one, Job
14:4. Reader! if through a gospel medium we thus read the
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Proverbs, we shall find them words fitly spoken, like apples of
gold in pictures of silver. Proverbs 25:11.

PROVERBS 15:7-13

The lips of the wise disperse knowledge: but the heart of the
foolish doeth not so. The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination
to the LORD: but the prayer of the upright is his delight. The way
of the wicked is an abomination unto the LORD: but he loveth him
that followeth after righteousness. Correction is grievous unto him
that forsaketh the way: and he that hateth reproof shall die. Hell
and destruction are before the LORD: how much more then the
hearts of the children of men? A scorner loveth not one that
reproveth him: neither will he go unto the wise. A merry heart
maketh a cheerful countenance: but by sorrow of the heart the
spirit is broken.

I should apprehend that the mirth here spoken of, means the
true joy of the soul, arising from the consciousness of being
at peace with Gob. There can be no mirth, no real comfort
while the soul is at enmity with Gob by wicked works.
Solomon hath expressed his sense of this passage, |
apprehend, in another, where he saith, Go thy way, eat thy
bread with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry heart, for Gop
now accepteth thy works. Yes! a soul accepted in JEsus, may
indeed both eat and drink the common bread and water, for
the body's sustenance, with joy, and the sacred bread and
wine, in token of communion with Jesus, for the soul's health,
with delight, when brought nigh by the blood of the cross!
Here is a solid foundation for the most heart-felt joy, and for
making the countenance always cheerful. Eccless 9:7.

PROVERBS 15:14-17
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The heart of him that hath understanding seeketh knowledge: but
the mouth of fools feedeth on foolishness. All the days of the
afflicted are evil: but he that is of a merry heart hath a continual
feast. Better is little with the fear of the LORD than great treasure
and trouble therewith. Better is a dinner of herbs where love is,
than a stalled ox and hatred therewith.

Better is it to sit down to the poorest table where JEsus is,
and his /ove manifested in blessing the scanty fare, than all
the luxuries of unsanctified fulness. Reader! if we eye CHRIST
in every thing, then shall we truly enjoy CHRIST in every thing.

PROVERBS 15:18-33

A wrathful man stirreth up strife: but he that is slow to anger
appeaseth strife. The way of the slothful man is as an hedge of
thorns: but the way of the righteous is made plain. A wise son
maketh a glad father: but a foolish man despiseth his mother.
Folly is joy to him that is destitute of wisdom: but a man of
understanding walketh uprightly. Without counsel purposes are
disappointed: but in the multitude of counsellors they are
established. A man hath joy by the answer of his mouth: and a
word spoken in due season, how good is it! The way of life is
above to the wise, that he may depart from hell beneath. The
LORD will destroy the house of the proud: but he will establish the
border of the widow. The thoughts of the wicked are an
abomination to the LORD: but the words of the pure are pleasant
words. He that is greedy of gain troubleth his own house; but he
that hateth gifts shall live. The heart of the righteous studieth to
answer: but the mouth of the wicked poureth out evil things. The
LORD is far from the wicked: but he heareth the prayer of the
righteous. The light of the eyes rejoiceth the heart: and a good
report maketh the bones fat. The ear that heareth the reproof of
life abideth among the wise. He that refuseth instruction despiseth
his own soul: but he that heareth reproof getteth understanding.
The fear of the LORD is the instruction of wisdom; and before
honour is humility.
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Every word, more or less, in these verses is precious, and as |
before remarked, if read with reference to the gospel, cannot
fail of leading the soul to Jesus. | hope the Reader will not
have neglected this all the way as we have come along
through these proverbs. He will have found, I am persuaded,
if so, upon many occasions, the truth of what we have just
read in this chapter, a word spoken in due season, how good
/s It

Reflections

READER! pause with me over the review of this chapter, and
let us mark together the improvements which an heart,
taught by grace, can readily make out of it. To an enlightened
eye, which discerns CHRIST in the whole field of scripture,
there is not a flower in it but will yield both beauty and
sweetness to our taste. And, like the bee, we shall gather by
faith food from all. But, if the eye be not enlightened to see
him, many a lovely step, which would lead to the Plant of
renown, we shall never take; but like the wild beast of the
wood, tread the whole under our feet. Oh! for grace, so to
read the scriptures, as to discover in them the mysteries of
the kingdom. All, in every part, treat of JEsus in his Person,
offices, relations, characters, ordinances, communion. Let us,
my brother, continually pray for this grace, to lead us, and to
guide us, that we may walk in the SprirIT, and be taught by
the SpiriT. For, if the HoLy GHosST bring us thoroughly to be
acquainted with our LOrRD, no part of the divine word will
suffer us, at any time to turn from it, until that we have
discovered Jesus in it. And, when, in going over the field of
the scriptures, like the merchant-man, Jesus himself speaks of
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seeking goodly pearls, we have found Him the one of great
price, of whom Moses and the Prophets did write; such a
Pearl, indeed, in whom all grace, glory, yea, Gop himself, in
all his fulness dwells, being once found; oh! how gladly shall
we go and sell all that we have, and part with all that before
we valued the possession of, to obtain him, and to acquire
every day an increasing knowledge of him, and communion
with him, whom truly to know, and as truly to enjoy, is life
eternal.

Chapter 16

PROVERBS 16:1
The preparations of the heart in man, and the answer of the
tongue, is from the LORD.

This chapter opens with a doctrine that we should do well to
keep always uppermost in our remembrance, at whatever
part of the divine word we open. Yea, not only when we are
about to read, but when we are about to pray: in every state,
under every undertaking, at all times, and in all places, in life
and death. Oh! for grace to remember this sweet scripture,
and for strength in grace to wait humbly at the throne of Gob
in CHRIST, for the accomplishment of it. See the confirmation
of the same, James 1:17; Psalm 10:17; Phillippians 2:13.

PROVERBS 16:2-4
All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes; but the LORD
weigheth the spirits. Commit thy works unto the LORD, and thy
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thoughts shall be established. The LORD hath made all things for
himself: yea, even the wicked for the day of evil.

I beg the Reader to mark particularly this last verse. That the
LorD is the maker of all, is a truth well known. But all things
are not only made by him, but for him, we are here told: yea,
even the wicked for the day of evil. Reader! pray pause. The
design of redemption, Paul was commissioned to tell the
church was, that Gop Might in the. dispensation of the fulness
of times, gather together in one all things in CHRIST,
Ephesians 1:10. Consequently all things include both good
and bad; the one for happiness, the other for destruction; and
the whole for the divine glory in the everlasting felicity of his
redeemed, and the everlasting misery of the damned. And the
song in heaven John heard was to the same effect, that Gop
had made all things for himself. It was addressed to the LAwmB,
but the glory terminated not there; GoD in CHRIST, FATHER,
Son, and HoLy GHosT, had the ascription, 7hou wast slain and
hast redeemed us to Gop by thy blood, Revelation 5:9. From
JEHOVAH is the first cause, and fo JEHOVAH as the final end.
And what a world of mystery, wonder and glory is folded up
in that short scripture, the deceived and the deceiver are his.
Job 12:16.

PROVERBS 16:5-7

Every one that is proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD:
though hand join in hand, he shall not be unpunished. By mercy
and truth iniquity is purged: and by the fear of the LORD men
depart from evil. When a man's ways please the LORD, he maketh
even his enemies to be at peace with him.
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All these are most certain and solemn truths. The latter verse
should always be in the believer's recollection. We are so apt
to look to second causes, that we frequently overlook the first
great, and predisposing cause of all. Whereas did we but keep
in remembrance what we cannot but know, that the hearts of
all men are in the LorD’s disposal, neither the frowns nor
smiles of men would have any more than their proper effect.
In proof of this, Reader, pray read Joseph's faith on this
occasion:  Genesis 45:4-8. And then read the church's
account to the same: Psalm 105:25. And then read the words
of a greater than all, and upon the greatest of all occasions:
John 19:10-11.

PROVERBS 16:8-33

Better is a little with righteousness than great revenues without
right. A man's heart deviseth his way: but the LORD directeth his
steps. A divine sentence is in the lips of the king: his mouth
transgresseth not in judgment. A just weight and balance are the
LORD'S: all the weights of the bag are his work. It is an
abomination to kings to commit wickedness: for the throne is
established by righteousness. Righteous lips are the delight of
kings; and they love him that speaketh right. The wrath of a king
is as messengers of death: but a wise man will pacify it. In the
light of the king's countenance is life; and his favour is as a cloud
of the latter rain. How much better is it to get wisdom than gold!
and to get understanding rather to be chosen than silver! The
highway of the upright is to depart from evil: he that keepeth his
way preserveth his soul. Pride goeth before destruction, and an
haughty spirit before a fall. Better it is to be of an humble spirit
with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the proud. He that
handleth a matter wisely shall find good: and whoso trusteth in
the LORD, happy is he. The wise in heart shall be called prudent:
and the sweetness of the lips increaseth learning. Understanding
is a wellspring of life unto him that hath it: but the instruction of
fools is folly. The heart of the wise teacheth his mouth, and
addeth learning to his lips. Pleasant words are as an honeycomb,
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sweet to the soul, and health to the bones. There is a way that
seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of
death. He that laboureth laboureth for himself; for his mouth
craveth it of him. An ungodly man diggeth up evil: and in his lips
there is as a burning fire. A froward man soweth strife: and a
whisperer separateth chief friends. A violent man enticeth his
neighbour, and leadeth him into the way that is not good. He
shutteth his eyes to devise froward things: moving his lips he
bringeth evil to pass. The hoary head is a crown of glory, if it be
found in the way of righteousness. He that is slow to anger is
better than the mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit than he that
taketh a city. The lot is cast into the lap; but the whole disposing
thereof is of the LORD.

If the Reader hath his eye constantly waiting upon the HoLy
GHosT, as he goes through these many verses, very sure | am
that that blessed SpIrRIT will give him to see CHRIST in many a
part. And his conclusion therefrom will be like the beginning,
and the end of this chapter. It is the LORD that prepares the
heart. And it is the LorD that disposeth the heart, and all
things, when the lot is cast into the lap.

Reflections

READER! | cannot better direct both your heart and my own,
to a suitable subject for the LorD to bless to our joint
Reflections, than what this chapter, both at the opening and
close, brings before us. If it be the LorD that prepares the
heart, and gives the answer of the tongue; where shall we
look both for habitual and actual preparations, but from him?
Oh! that there may be always such a going forth of our minds
upon the person and graces of the LORD JEsus, by the sweet
influences of the HoLy GHosT, that whether we read, or hear,
or pray, or praise; faith in him and his great salvation may be
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always uppermost in our affections. Yes! blessed glorifier of
my LorD! | do beseech thee to give to me this constant,
habitual, and unceasing preparation, that the words of my
mouth, and the meditation of my heart may be always
acceptable in thy sight, O Lorp my strength and my REDEEMER.
Sure | Am, that without thee | can do nothing. There is
nothing in me disposed to do what is good. Nay, LORD, there
is in me every thing that is indisposed. And therefore, LORD!
undertake for me. Work in me both to will and to do of thy
good pleasure. And then, LORD, my voice shalt thou hear
betimes in the morning, yea, I will direct my prayer unto thee,
and will look up.

Chapter 17

PROVERBS 17:1-2

Better is a dry morsel, and quietness therewith, than an house full
of sacrifices with strife. A wise servant shall have rule over a son
that causeth shame, and shall have part of the inheritance among
the brethren.

Whether it was the intention of Gob the HoLy GHOST in this
account of a wise servant to lead to Jesus, I must not
presume to determine; but when | call to mind that Gob the
FATHER hath put Jesus at the head of all offices, and
characters, that in al/ things he might have the preeminence;
/ confess that in reading the account here given, | find my
heart instinctively as it were prompted to contemplate under
this character the ever-blessed Jesus, Colossians 1:18, For
was not CHRIST JEHOVAH's servant? Nay, did not the gracious
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LorD himself stoop to become the servant of all, and take
upon him the form of a servant? / am among you (said Chist)
as him that serveth, Luke 22:27. And who so wise as JESUS?
Who so zealous in his FATHER'S service? Who so diligent in the
accomplishment of our salvation, and in doing the work which
his FATHER gave him to do? and hath he not rule over every
son, every adopted son whose rebellion and departures from
GoD our FATHER hath caused shame? Reader! hath not your
unworthiness and mine caused shame? And is it not your
glory now, that JEHOVAH's wise servant hath rule over you? Do
you not delight to bow the knee to JEsus, and to confess that
he is LorD, to the glory of Gop the FATHER? And hath not
JEsus part in the inheritance which he himself hath purchased
and recovered among the brethren? Oh! the blessedness of
the thought, he /s not ashamed to call them brethren. and in
all that concerns them he takes part. Precious Jesus! may |
delight to contemplate thee under this as well as every other
tender office and character, into which thou hast
condescended to put thyself. And | will say of thee as the
church said, OAh! that thou wert as my brother that sucked the
breasts of my mother, when | should find thee without |
would kiss thee; yea, | should not be despised. | would lead
thee and bring thee into my mothers house, who would
instruct me. | would cause thee to drink of spiced wine of the
Juice of my pomegranate, Song of Solomon 8:1-2.

PROVERBS 17:3-17

The fining pot is for silver, and the furnace for gold: but the LORD
trieth the hearts. A wicked doer giveth heed to false lips; and a
liar giveth ear to a naughty tongue. Whoso mocketh the poor
reproacheth his Maker: and he that is glad at calamities shall not
be unpunished. Children's children are the crown of old men; and
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the glory of children are their fathers. Excellent speech becometh
not a fool: much less do lying lips a prince. A gift is as a precious
stone in the eyes of him that hath it: whithersoever it turneth, it
prospereth. He that covereth a transgression seeketh love; but he
that repeateth a matter separateth very friends. A reproof
entereth more into a wise man than an hundred stripes into a
fool. An evil man seeketh only rebellion: therefore a cruel
messenger shall be sent against him. Let a bear robbed of her
whelps meet a man, rather than a fool in his folly. Whoso
rewardeth evil for good, evil shall not depart from his house. The
beginning of strife is as when one letteth out water: therefore
leave off contention, before it be meddled with. He that justifieth
the wicked, and he that condemneth the just, even they both are
abomination to the LORD. Wherefore is there a price in the hand
of a fool to get wisdom, seeing he hath no heart to it? A friend
loveth at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.

I am constrained again to pause over this verse, in which
methinks | see a volume that might be made of it concerning
JEsus. He is indeed both the friend and the brother. For verily
(saith an apostle) he took not on him the nature of angels,
but he took on him the seed of Abraham, Hebrews 2:16. As
such therefore, he both belongs to our nature and is a true
descendant indeed of Abraham. Hadst thou, blessed Jesus,
when thou camest to redeem us come only as an angel, and
in an angel's nature; though that would have been according
to our view of things, staying nearer at home in point of
dignity; yet in this case, though thy people still must have
loved thee for thy works sake in redeeming us, if redemption
could have been accomplished that way; yet surely we should
not have known thee as we now know thee; neither have felt
our hearts drawn as we now feel them into the sweetest of all
loves, in beholding thee as our brother. Neither, dear LORD!
could thy people have felt the confidence which they now
feel, in coming to thee under all their multiplied wants, and
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the ten thousand times ten thousand occasions, which they
find for thy love, and grace, and mercy, to be displayed, upon
them, and thy endearing manifestations towards them. Oh!
what a source of inexpressible joy doth my poor heart this
moment find in this one view of Jesus, the friend that loveth
at all times, and the brother born for adversity.

PROVERBS 17:18-28

A man void of understanding striketh hands, and becometh surety
in the presence of his friend. He loveth transgression that loveth
strife: and he that exalteth his gate seeketh destruction. He that
hath a froward heart findeth no good: and he that hath a perverse
tongue falleth into mischief. He that begetteth a fool doeth it to
his sorrow: and the father of a fool hath no joy. A merry heart
doeth good like a medicine: but a broken spirit drieth the bones.
A wicked man taketh a gift out of the bosom to pervert the ways
of judgment. Wisdom is before him that hath understanding; but
the eyes of a fool are in the ends of the earth. A foolish son is a
grief to his father, and bitterness to her that bare him. Also to
punish the just is not good, nor to strike princes for equity. He
that hath knowledge spareth his words: and a man of
understanding is of an excellent spirit. Even a fool, when he
holdeth his peace, is counted wise: and he that shutteth his lips is
esteemed a man of understanding.

It is very sweet to remark in these Proverbs what a striking
contrast the wise man is perpetually drawing, between the
wisdom which is from above, and the folly which is from
beneath. And by thus putting both in their different shades of
colouring, surely he hath adopted the most effectual method
of answering the plan of teaching, by such a way as a proverb
is calculated to accomplish in carrying conviction to the mind
of the blessedness of the one and the sure ruin of the other;
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and as he saith elsewhere, while the wise shall inherit glory,
shame must be the promotion of fools, Proverbs 3:35.

Reflections

/ PASS by, for the Reader's own improvement, the
consideration of every other passage contained in this
chapter, to dwell upon that heavenly character of JEsus
suggested in this view of him, the friend that loveth at all
times, and the brother born for adversity. JEsus was indeed
peculiarly born for adversity. For had not our ruined
circumstances been what they are, never surely had the Son
of Gop any need to have been born in our nature, or have
come into such an alliance with us, as a brother. But it was
because our situation was desperate, because we were
exposed, justly exposed to the wrath of Almighty Gob, as
helpless as we were miserable, and beyond all the possibility,
in ourselves, of doing any thing towards our own recovery; it
was on these accounts that Jesus stood forth as our helper.
So that he was indeed born for adversity. And if he will
engage for us in this high character of a REDEEMER; he must
(Justice so requiring) put himself in our very place and
circumstances; and as such he must become our brother. This
therefore he hath done. And Reader! do observe how all
along he hath shewn himself to be the brother eminently born
for adversity. He stood in our stead, paid our whole debt,
crossed the book which was full of our outstanding debts,
with marks to intimate the complete payment in the red
letters of his own blood; and not only purchased our lost
inheritance but purchased our persons, and hath put his poor
indigent brethren, of whom he is not ashamed, into such a
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state of affluence in his fulness, by giving them a right to all
he hath, and commanding them to draw upon him for all they
need. And what is it now?—but the brother and the friend
still. Having loved his own that are in the world, he loveth
them unto the end. Though to heaven he is returned, to take
possession of his kingdom; yet he saith himself, that this is
also but for them and in their name. He will come again and
receive them to himself, that where he is there they shall be
also. In the mean time he assures them of his spiritual
presence, his watching over them for good, with his whole
heart and his whole soul. Lo/ (he saith) / am with you always,
even unto the end of the world. Hail! thou almighty friend at
all times, thou brother born for adversity. Never, blessed
JEsus, let my soul for a moment lose sight of thee under those
endearing characters. Though | have slighted thee, forgotten
thee days without number; and requited all thy love with
baseness and ingratitude; still compassionate brother! do
thou continue thy grace and tenderness, and overcome my
unworthiness with thy love. Thou knowest my frame, thou
rememberest that | am but dust. And do thou cause me by
thy sweet SpPIRIT amidst all my undeservings to be still
hanging upon thee, and cleaving to thee and, like another
Peter, under the siftings of Satan, and the deceitfulness of my
poor sinful heart, still may | always like him be enabled to
appeal to thy knowledge in testimony of my adherence to
JEsus, and say as he did; LorD, thou knowest all things, thou
knowest that | love thee.

Chapter 18
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PROVERBS 18:1
Through desire a man, having separated himself, seeketh and
intermeddleth with all wisdom.

I rather accept the expressions in this verse as referring first
to the person of CHRIST in his human nature, and next in him
to all his people. The desires of JEsus were wholly of this kind.
They were all his own. His desire is towards me, saith the
church, Song of Solomon 7:10. And it was for the sake of the
church that CHRIST separated, that is sanctified, set apart,
himself, John 17:19. And when a child of Gop is also set
apart, and sanctified, is not his desire towards Jesus in all
wisdom? Paul's account of himself suits all of Paul's
sentiments. When it pleased Gop (saith he) who separated
me from my mother's womb, and called me by his grace to
reveal his Son in me, immediately | conferred not with flesh
and blood, Galatians 1:15-16.

PROVERBS 18:2-10

A fool hath no delight in understanding, but that his heart may
discover itself. When the wicked cometh, then cometh also
contempt, and with ignominy reproach. The words of a man's
mouth are as deep waters, and the wellspring of wisdom as a
flowing brook. It is not good to accept the person of the wicked,
to overthrow the righteous in judgment. A fool's lips enter into
contention, and his mouth calleth for strokes. A fool's mouth is his
destruction, and his lips are the snare of his soul. The words of a
talebearer are as wounds, and they go down into the innermost
parts of the belly. He also that is slothful in his work is brother
to him that is a great waster. The name of the LORD is a strong
tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is safe.

What a refuge there is in a covenant Gob in CHrIST for a
believer, however buffeted, to take shelter in? Let a child of
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Gop sit down if he wil, and ponder over all his
discouragements and difficulties; and | will be bold to say,
that in the LorD’s name, that is in CHRIST Jesus, he will find
somewhat exactly corresponding, to suit and answer for all. Is
he poor? CHRIST'S name is riches; yea, durable riches and
righteousness, Proverbs 8:18. Is he surrounded with
enemies? Then CHRIST is the mighty Gob, Isaiah 9:6. Is he
sick? He saith, | am the LorD that healeth thee, Exodus
15:26. Do his people need in critical moments a thousand
supplies, they know not what, and they know not how? How
blessed is that name by which Abraham called the LorD in his
moment of necessity; JEHOVAH-jirah, the LorRD shall provide;
and at this day in the mount of the LorD it shall be seen,
Genesis 22:14. In short, in the name of JEHOvAH we have all;
wisdom to guide, power to help, grace to save, mercy to
pardon, righteousness to justify, and all temporal, spiritual,
and eternal blessings. Surely, LORD, they that know thy name
will put their trust in thee,; for thou, LorD, hast not forsaken
them that seek thee, Psalm 9:10.

PROVERBS 18:11-16

The rich man's wealth is his strong city, and as an high wall in his
own conceit. Before destruction the heart of man is haughty, and
before honour is humility. He that answereth a matter before he
heareth it, it is folly and shame unto him. The spirit of a man will
sustain his infirmity; but a wounded spirit who can bear? The
heart of the prudent getteth knowledge; and the ear of the wise
seeketh knowledge. A man's gift maketh room for him, and
bringeth him before great men.

/If a man's gift which at the utmost must be of a scanty and
transitory nature, hath such a power of opening the heart,
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what effect, ought the great, the glorious, durable, and
eternal gift of Gop’s dear SoN to have in opening our souls to
love him who hath so loved us? Qh! that a deep sense of this
unspeakable Mercy may bring my soul continually before the
LorD, with all the acknowledgments of love, and obedience,
and faith, and praise.

PROVERBS 18:17-24

He that is first in his own cause seemeth just; but his neighbour
cometh and searcheth him. The lot causeth contentions to cease,
and parteth between the mighty. A brother offended is harder to
be won than a strong city: and their contentions are like the bars
of a castle. A man's belly shall be satisfied with the fruit of his
mouth; and with the increase of his lips shall he be filled. Death
and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall
eat the fruit thereof. Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good thing,
and obtaineth favour of the LORD. The poor useth intreaties; but
the rich answereth roughly. A man that hath friends must shew
himself friendly: and there is a friend that sticketh closer than a
brother.

I pass over again all the intermediate verses, to dwell upon
this very sweet one in the end of the chapter. Amidst all the
ingratitude and unfriendliness which my heart hath shewn to
JEsus, the best of friends; still he is and will be the friend that
sticketh closer than a brother. When | Call to mind how |
have treated him, and shewn myself towards him; and this,
not only before I knew him but since he manifested himself to
me, otherwise than he doeth to the world; | blush to think of
his unequalled grace, and my unequalled undeservings. In
him 1 behold that description of him by his servant the
prophet, and more especially as it concerns myself, most
strikingly set forth and confirmed: He will rest in his love,
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Zechariah 3:17. He doth indeed rest in his love, for the LorD
Gop of Israel saith, that he hateth putting away, Malachi 2:16

Reflections

Reader! what a blessed thing it is to sit down under the
teaching of the HoLy GHosT; and while this book of GobD
appears indeed truly parables, and must continue so
unexplained, until that Jesus by his SPIRIT opens it to our
understanding, for us to be led therefrom to see, the
mysteries of his kingdom: To the pure (saith an apostle) all
things are pure, but unto them that are defiled and
unbelieving is nothing pure. Mark it down my brother, among
the gracious things of Gob, to be brought out of the darkness
of a natural state and to be introduced into the kingdom of
his dear Son; what an unspeakable mercy is here! By this one
act of sovereign grace all the blessings, privileges; titles,
inheritance; all are made over and secure in the everlasting
covenant. The FATHER engageth to bestow all the blessings of
it. JEsus hath secured them by his blood and righteousness.
And the HoLy GHosT undertakes to instruct them into all the
knowledge suited to their adopted state and character. He will
guide them into all truth. He shall take of mine (saith JESuS)
and shew unto you. All mysteries, parables, proverbs,
essential for their furtherance in grace, and the knowledge of
the LorD, shall be explained unto them. Unto you is given to
know the mysteries of the kingdom of Gob, but to others in
parables. Hence, saith the LorD Gob; in one of the sweetest
and most encouraging portions of scripture, wilt thou not
from this time cry unto me, My FATHER thou art the guide of
my youth? Jeremiah 3:4.
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Chapter 19

PROVERBS 19:1-9

Better is the poor that walketh in his integrity, than he that is
perverse in his lips, and is a fool. Also, that the soul be without
knowledge, it is not good; and he that hasteth with his feet
sinneth. The foolishness of man perverteth his way: and his heart
fretteth against the LORD. Wealth maketh many friends; but the
poor is separated from his neighbour. A false witness shall not be
unpunished, and he that speaketh lies shall not escape. Many will
intreat the favour of the prince: and every man is a friend to him
that giveth gifts. All the brethren of the poor do hate him: how
much more do his friends go far from him? he pursueth them with
words, yet they are wanting to him. He that getteth wisdom
loveth his own soul: he that keepeth understanding shall find
good. A false witness shall not be unpunished, and he that
speaketh lies shall perish.

| pause over this last verse particularly, to remark to the
Reader that there must be somewhat more than of ordinary
importance in it, it being the repetition of the same sentiment
as was just before delivered, only with stronger marks of the
awful sin of which it treats. Both the Writer and the Reader
may well pause over these solemn expressions, and consider
the very solemn meaning. A false witness is the very reverse
of CHRIST, the faithful and true witness, Revelation 1:5. And
therefore it may serve to shew what an awful state those men
are in, who are found witnessing to lies, to any thing, and
every thing, in a way of religion, short of CHRIST and his
salvation. The HoLy GHosT witnesseth wholly of JEsus. He shall
testify of me, saith CHRIST, John 15:26. And how doth he do
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this? He shews to the sinner the evil of his way, he testifieth
that CHRIST only can deliver the soul from going down to the
pit; he points to the blood and righteousness of JEsus as the
only possible means of salvation, and he sets to his seal in the
heart of the regenerate, that there /s salvation in no other;
neither is there any other name under heaven, given among
men, whereby they must be saved, Acts 4:12. And what then
must those be but false witnesses, that would direct a sinner
to any other SAvIOUR; or would tempt the heart to believe that
partly in ourselves and partly in CHRIST we are to seek
acceptance? LORD! in compassion to perishing sinners, send
forth faithful men to be witnesses for Gob and his CHRIST,
Jeremiah 3:15.

PROVERBS 19:10-12

Delight is not seemly for a fool; much less for a servant to have
rule over princes. The discretion of a man deferreth his anger; and
it is his glory to pass over a transgression. The king's wrath is as
the roaring of a lion; but his favour is as dew upon the grass.

Of what king doth the scriptures here speak but of Jesus? Of
his wrath we have a striking account, Psalm 2:12. And both
the wrath of the Lamv, and the lion of the tribe of Judah, are
characters under which Jesus is spoken of. Revelation 5:5-6.
See a most striking description. Revelation 6:12-17.

PROVERBS 19:13-29

A foolish son is the calamity of his father: and the contentions of a
wife are a continual dropping. House and riches are the
inheritance of fathers: and a prudent wife is from the LORD.
Slothfulness casteth into a deep sleep; and an idle soul shall suffer
hunger. He that keepeth the commandment keepeth his own soul;
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but he that despiseth his ways shall die. He that hath pity upon
the poor lendeth unto the LORD; and that which he hath given will
he pay him again. Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let
not thy soul spare for his crying. A man of great wrath shall suffer
punishment: for if thou deliver him, yet thou must do it again.
Hear counsel, and receive instruction, that thou mayest be wise in
thy latter end. There are many devices in a man's heart;
nevertheless the counsel of the LORD, that shall stand. The desire
of a man is his kindness: and a poor man is better than a liar. The
fear of the LORD tendeth to life: and he that hath it shall abide
satisfied; he shall not be visited with evil. A slothful man hideth his
hand in his bosom, and will not so much as bring it to his mouth
again. Smite a scorner, and the simple will beware: and reprove
one that hath understanding, and he will understand knowledge.
He that wasteth his father, and chaseth away his mother, is a son
that causeth shame, and bringeth reproach. Cease, my son, to
hear the instruction that causeth to err from the words of
knowledge. An ungodly witness scorneth judgment: and the
mouth of the wicked devoureth iniquity. Judgments are prepared
for scorners, and stripes for the back of fools.

I do not wish to swell the commentary for the reasons before
given. And indeed if the Reader be under divine teaching, this
will supersede all observations of mine. But | hope he will find
in all these verses, more or less, somewhat to lead his mind
to CHRIST, and in CHRIST to find the truest application.

Reflections

I TAKE occasion from what this chapter hath suggested of a
false witness, to admonish the Reader, while | pray for grace
to receive at the same time in my own heart, the full
admonition; to be always upon our watch-tower for the
faithful and true Witness concerning JEsus; even Gob the HoLy
GHosT, who is to bring all things to our remembrance,
whatsoever CHRIST hath taught us.
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And Reader! it is most blessed and refreshing to a seeking
soul to mark the footsteps of his coming. For he comes to us
in the Son’s name from the FATHER, to propose to us, not in
proverbs only, but in the plain words of Gop, the gracious
proclamation of pardon, mercy, and peace in the blood of the
cross. He not only proposeth to us these mercies, but he
disposeth the heart to receive what he brings. He not only
shews us the loveliness and suitableness of the Saviour; but
he inclineth the soul to see and feel the want of him, and to
seek salvation in his blood. And when by his grace he hath
powerfully pleaded in our conscience for CHRIST, and against
ourselves; in shewing how gracious Jesus is, and how
unworthy we are; how very suited he is to us, and how suited
we are to him; he puts a cry into our hearts in leading us to
the throne of grace, where we may find mercy and grace to
help in every time of need. Reader! do suffer me to ask you,
hath the HoLy GHOST thus witnessed in your heart? Oh! for
grace not to grieve the HoLy SPIRIT of the LORD, whereby souls
are sealed unto the day of redemption. LORD! grant that my
soul may have this faithful Teacher witnessing with my spirit
that | am a child of Gob. Keep me, LorD, from every false
witness, convinced that this chapter twice hath marked it
down, that the end of it is death.

Chapter 20

PRoOVERBS 20:1-6
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Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is
deceived thereby is not wise. The fear of a king is as the roaring
of a lion: whoso provoketh him to anger sinneth against his own
soul. It is an honour for a man to cease from strife: but every fool
will be meddling. The sluggard will not plow by reason of the cold;
therefore shall he beg in harvest, and have nothing. Counsel in
the heart of man is like deep water; but a man of understanding
will draw it out. Most men will proclaim every one his own
goodness: but a faithful man who can find?

When the question is asked, where a faithful man is to be
found, the answer is direct. There is a friend that loveth at all
times, and a brother born for adversity, Proverbs 17:17.
Precious Jesus! thou art indeed a friend, for thou hast shewn
thyself most friendly.

PROVERBS 20:7-9
The just man walketh in his integrity: his children are blessed after
him. A king that sitteth in the throne of judgment scattereth away
all evil with his eyes. Who can say, | have made my heart clean, I
am pure from my sin?

Pause, Reader, over this solemn inquiry. Who can say this?
No man. But every man ought to say, cleanse thou me, 0
LorD, from secret faults, Psalm 19:12.

PROVERBS 20:10-12

Divers weights, and divers measures, both of them are alike
abomination to the LORD. Even a child is known by his doings,
whether his work be pure, and whether it be right. The hearing
ear, and the seeing eye, the LORD hath made even both of them.

What a sweet thought ariseth out of this account, that it is the
LorD who hath given sight to the eyes, and hearing to the

97



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

ears. And was not Jesus anointed by the SPIRIT to preach the
gospel to the poor, to heal the broken in heart, and to give
sight to the blind, 1saiah 61:1; Luke 4:18-19.

PROVERBS 20:13-24

Love not sleep, lest thou come to poverty; open thine eyes, and
thou shalt be satisfied with bread. It is naught, it is naught, saith
the buyer: but when he is gone his way, then he boasteth. There
is gold, and a multitude of rubies: but the lips of knowledge are a
precious jewel. Take his garment that is surety for a stranger: and
take a pledge of him for a strange woman. Bread of deceit is
sweet to a man; but afterwards his mouth shall be filled with
gravel. Every purpose is established by counsel: and with good
advice make war. He that goeth about as a talebearer revealeth
secrets: therefore meddle not with him that flattereth with his lips.
Whoso curseth his father or his mother, his lamp shall be put out
in obscure darkness. An inheritance may be gotten hastily at the
beginning; but the end thereof shall not be blessed. Say not thou,
I will recompense evil; but wait on the LORD, and he shall save
thee. Divers weights are an abomination unto the LORD; and a
false balance is not good. Man's goings are of the LORD; how can
a man then understand his own way?

Nothing can be more important to know, nor needful to have
a right conception of, than that all our mercies, both in
preparation work and in performing work, are of the LORD. /¢
/s not in man that walketh to direct his steps, Jeremiah 10:23.
And of all the blessed lessons that by grace we are taught,
this is among them, that our inability is discovered, and the
expediency of receiving strength from the LoRrRD as clearly
made known.

PRoOVERBS 20:25-30
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It is a snare to the man who devoureth that which is holy, and
after vows to make enquiry. A wise king scattereth the wicked,
and bringeth the wheel over them. The spirit of man is the candle
of the LORD, searching all the inward parts of the belly. Mercy
and truth preserve the king: and his throne is upholden by mercy.
The glory of young men is their strength: and the beauty of old
men is the gray head. The blueness of a wound cleanseth away
evil: so do stripes the inward parts of the belly.

Under the various images here represented, the wise man
aims to enforce the infinite importance of the maxims he had
been setting forth, and the happiness of those that follow
them.

Reflections

I hope that the Reader is perpetually gathering sweet
instructions from this part of the word of Gob; and in nothing
more so, than in the discovery of his own incompetency to
enter far into the apprehension of divine things. Among the
improvements of grace this is eminent, to learn, the further
we go, the more of our ignorance. If at any time we do not
find the sweet savour in the reading of the scriptures as
heretofore, the consciousness of past enjoyments ought to
become the excitement to future expectations.

If we have known the name of CHRIST to have been precious
the sweet savour of his name ought to leave a fragrancy now;
like some rich perfume, which though the thing itself be taken
away, the effects remain. And though we see CHRIST not, yet
former experiences should quicken present desires. Man's
goings (Solomon saith in this chapter) are of the LorD. Am |
waiting for some renewed visit from CHRIST? Am | longing for
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his return, expecting him, on the look out for him? Is not this
very frame the state in which Jesus prepares his people for
the renewals of his love? Nay, is there not in this very desire
and expectation of his coming even a present enjoyment in
that desire and expectation? Surely all these worketh that one
and the self same spirit, dividing to every man severally as he
will. Blessed LorD! grant me a sweet savour of past
enjoyments, in the absence of present communion; and when
I have no immediate view of thy glory, and the sweet
communications of thy love; still let my prayer, awakened by
thy grace, be the prayer of the church; draw me and we will
run after thee until thou shalt bring me into thy chambers.

Chapter 21

PROVERBS 21:1
The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of water:
he turneth it whithersoever he will.

There can be no question but that all hearts, and all the ways
of men are, like the current of waters, subject to divine
direction; and they that are made kings and priests to Gobp
and the FATHER, find sweet comfort in the conviction of this
undoubted truth. Even JEsus in his human nature had all the
blessedness of this promise of the FATHER. From the union of
the human nature with his GObHEAD, his holiness, and purity
of the manhood was altogether preserved; but he needed,
and therefore had, all that communication from the FATHER
which might fit him, strengthen him, and carry him through
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the work which the FATHER gave him to do. Hence we read,
that Gob gave not the SpPIRIT by Measure unto him, John 3:34.
And hence also we read, that he was anointed with the oil of
gladness above his fellows, Psalm 45:7. So that Jesus King
Mediator was directed, fitted for his work, assisted in it, and
carried through it by Gobp the FATHER. See lIsaiah 42:1-4;
Psalm 22:9-11. And observe what is said of him at the close
of all his labours, Psalm 21:1-7

PROVERBS 21:2-8

Every way of a man is right in his own eyes: but the LORD
pondereth the hearts. To do justice and judgment is more
acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice. An high look, and a proud
heart, and the plowing of the wicked, is sin. The thoughts of the
diligent tend only to plenteousness; but of every one that is hasty
only to want. The getting of treasures by a lying tongue is a vanity
tossed to and fro of them that seek death. The robbery of the
wicked shall destroy them; because they refuse to do judgment.
The way of man is froward and strange: but as for the pure, his
work is right.

Solomon hath set forth in these verses the striking contrast,
between the possession and exercise of the graces of the
SPIRIT, and the fruits and effects of the works of the flesh. |
do not think it necessary to offer any comment upon either,
under the teaching of the HoLy GHosT their different origin,
issue, and termination will be abundantly plain. The apostle
Paul hath given also a striking view of both, in one and the
same scripture, Galatians 5:19-24.

PROVERBS 21:9-19
It is better to dwell in a corner of the housetop, than with a
brawling woman in a wide house. The soul of the wicked
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desireth evil: his neighbour findeth no favour in his eyes. When
the scorner is punished, the simple is made wise: and when the
wise is instructed, he receiveth knowledge. The righteous man
wisely considereth the house of the wicked: but God overthroweth
the wicked for their wickedness. Whoso stoppeth his ears at the
cry of the poor, he also shall cry himself, but shall not be heard. A
gift in secret pacifieth anger: and a reward in the bosom strong
wrath. It is joy to the just to do judgment: but destruction shall be
to the workers of iniquity. The man that wandereth out of the way
of understanding shall remain in the congregation of the dead. He
that loveth pleasure shall be a poor man: he that loveth wine and
oil shall not be rich. The wicked shall be a ransom for the
righteous, and the transgressor for the upright. It is better to
dwell in the wilderness, than with a contentious and an angry
woman.

The first and last of these verses are to the same effect. They
both express the dreadful state of a sinful unregenerate
heart, which pours forth evil, and that continually. Alas! what
cause have we in the view of such things, to lament over a
sinful, fallen, nature. Precious Jesus! what, but for thy great
undertaking in the redemption of that nature, and the
regeneration of the heart, could have saved from the wrath to
come? James 3:14-16. And what a beautiful contrast follows
in James 3:17-18!

PROVERBS 21:20
There is treasure to be desired and oil in the dwelling of the wise;
but a foolish man spendeth it up.

What treasure is this, but that which is derived from him, /n
whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge,
Colossians 2:3. And how doth the foolish spend it up? Surely,
when despising his great salvation and rejecting this counsel
of Gob against their own Souls.
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PROVERBS 21:21-22

He that followeth after righteousness and mercy findeth life,
righteousness, and honour. A wise man scaleth the city of the
mighty, and casteth down the strength of the confidence thereof.

Are not these things marked in opposition to what was said of
the foolish man which went before? Surely that man is wise
who followeth after Jesus, who is the righteousness of his
people, and the mercy promised. And is not such a pursuit
like scaling all the walls of opposition, that stand in the way of
attainment? In confirmation, read those scriptures where
CHRIST is said to be the salvation of JEHovAH, and from Whom
alone righteousness is found. Isaiah 49:6 and again Isaiah
54:17. And CHRIST is the very mercy promised, Luke 1:72.

PROVERBS 21:23-31

Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue keepeth his soul from
troubles. Proud and haughty scorner is his name, who dealeth in
proud wrath. The desire of the slothful killeth him; for his hands
refuse to labour. He coveteth greedily all the day long: but the
righteous giveth and spareth not. The sacrifice of the wicked is
abomination: how much more, when he bringeth it with a wicked
mind? A false witness shall perish: but the man that heareth
speaketh constantly. A wicked man hardeneth his face: but as for
the upright, he directeth his way. There is no wisdom nor
understanding nor counsel against the LORD. The horse is
prepared against the day of battle: but safety is of the LORD.

I include the whole under one view that the Reader may form
his own conclusions under the SpIRIT's guidings, and which |
am persuaded will correspond to the sentiment the wise man
closeth the chapter with. Whatever are our plans or our
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devices, the counsel of the LorD standeth sure. All our
attainments are but as the strength of horses in battle; there
can be no safety but in Jesus. If he be our portion all is well.
If CHRIST be for us, who can be against us? But if void of him,
he can make even our very comforts minister to our
destruction. Reader! pray take in with these scriptures that
blessed portion of the apostle's, as a divine confirmation of
the whole; Romans 8:31 to the end.

Reflections

Reader! amidst the mingled view this Chapter affords of grace
and corruption, in all their opposite effects and consequences,
as well as their origin and termination, oh! that Gobp the HoLy
GHOST may be our teacher, to give us a right understanding in
all things. If the heart of man be subject to divine direction,
and man of himself cannot guide his steps aright; can there
be any argument wanting to induce the soul to look unto him,
with whom are the issues of life, and who turneth the heart
like rivers of waters whithersoever he pleaseth?

Reader! look closely to what this chapter relates of the
unawakened and ungodly. They are uncircumcised in heart
and ears. How prone to all evil, how averse to all good; they
are in drudgery to sin and Satan, and are led captive by him
at his will. Oh! that the prey may be taken from the mighty;
and the lawful captive delivered.

Look at the souls of the regenerate, and those of whom JEsus

hath opened the eyes, and brought them out of darkness and
the shadow of death. Their delight is in the law of the LORD,
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and in that law do they exercise themselves day and night..
They have Gobp for their FATHER, CHRIST for their portion, and
the HoLy GHosT for their teacher and guide. LorD, help both
Writer and Reader, to be thus blessed, thus led, and thus
made happy! May we be conducted on from strength to
strength until that we appear before our Gob in Zion.

Chapter 22

PROVERBS 22:1-2

A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, and loving
favour rather than silver and gold. The rich and poor meet
together: the LORD is the maker of them all.

There is a vast dissimilarity in those two verses, but both
have great and important truths contained in them. What
name so precious as CHRIST'S, and what riches like his. This
name is like ointment poured forth for fragrancy, Song of
Solomon 1:3 Ecclesiastes 7:1. All the inequalities of life are of
divine appointment. It is blessed when both characters find
their equality in Jesus. The Lorp is then both the Maker and
the ReDEEMER of all.

PROVERBS 22:3-9

A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself: but the
simple pass on, and are punished. By humility and the fear of the
LORD are riches, and honour, and life. Thorns and snares are in
the way of the froward: he that doth keep his soul shall be far
from them. Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he
is old, he will not depart from it. The rich ruleth over the poor,
and the borrower is servant to the lender. He that soweth iniquity
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shall reap vanity: and the rod of his anger shall fail. He that hath
a bountiful eye shall be blessed; for he giveth of his bread to the
poor.

To whom can this eye of bounty be applied in an equal
degree, but to that of Jesus? He indeed is the heavenly
Pelican that giveth of his body and blood to his young.

PROVERBS 22:10-15

Cast out the scorner, and contention shall go out; yea, strife and
reproach shall cease. He that loveth pureness of heart, for the
grace of his lips the king shall be his friend. The eyes of the LORD
preserve knowledge, and he overthroweth the words of the
transgressor. The slothful man saith, There is a lion without, |
shall be slain in the streets. The mouth of strange women is a
deep pit: he that is abhorred of the LORD shall fall therein.
Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of
correction shall drive it far from him.

If there were no other passage in scripture in proof of original
corruption than this last, this alone would confirm the
doctrine. Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; it is
inmate, born there, and inwrought in the very constitution,
Psalm 51:5.

PROVERBS 22:16-29

He that oppresseth the poor to increase his riches, and he that
giveth to the rich, shall surely come to want. Bow down thine ear,
and hear the words of the wise, and apply thine heart unto my
knowledge. For it is a pleasant thing if thou keep them within
thee; they shall withal be fitted in thy lips. That thy trust may be
in the LORD, | have made known to thee this day, even to thee.
Have not | written to thee excellent things in counsels and
knowledge, That I might make thee know the certainty of the
words of truth; that thou mightest answer the words of truth to
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them that send unto thee? Rob not the poor, because he is poor:
neither oppress the afflicted in the gate: For the LORD will plead
their cause, and spoil the soul of those that spoiled them. Make no
friendship with an angry man; and with a furious man thou shalt
not go: Lest thou learn his ways, and get a snare to thy soul. Be
not thou one of them that strike hands, or of them that are
sureties for debts. If thou hast nothing to pay, why should he take
away thy bed from under thee? Remove not the ancient landmark,
which thy fathers have set. Seest thou a man diligent in his
business? he shall stand before kings; he shall not stand before
mean men.

Whatever sameness may appear in these proverbs, there is a
great variety; and the same truth is made to appear more
striking, from being set and placed forward to view in
different ways. Upon the whole the great object intended
from them, is evidently with a view to endear CHrIST and the
graces of his HoLy SpIrIT, and to mark out the sad
consequences of a contrary pursuit.

Reflections

READER! a name to live while virtually dead before Gob, is
one of the most awful states into which our poor nature can
possibly fall. But to be named with a good name in CHRIST
which the mouth of the LorD shall name, is among the
highest felicities our nature is capable of enjoying. Solomon
seems to have had this in view while sending forth these
proverbs. Every thing that can lead to this enjoyment in JESUS,
ought to be our daily pursuit and desire. And what can tend
to the attainment of it, but an interest in CHRIST JESUS? The
grace of Gob which bringeth salvation is the only possible
means of procuring it. And under the divine blessing this will
ensure whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are
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pure, lovely, and of good report. Reader! let me hope that
this grace hath appeared unto you: and then it will be found
that all these divine principles will have their suited influence
upon the heart. He that walketh with wise men shall be wise,
it Is the companion of fools that is destroyed.

Chapter 23

PROVERBS 23:1-8

When thou sittest to eat with a ruler, consider diligently what is
before thee: And put a knife to thy throat, if thou be a man given
to appetite. Be not desirous of his dainties: for they are deceitful
meat. Labour not to be rich: cease from thine own wisdom. Wilt
thou set thine eyes upon that which is not? for riches certainly
make themselves wings; they fly away as an eagle toward
heaven. Eat thou not the bread of him that hath an evil eye,
neither desire thou his dainty meats: For as he thinketh in his
heart, so is he: Eat and drink, saith he to thee; but his heart is not
with thee. The morsel which thou hast eaten shalt thou vomit up,
and lose thy sweet words.

The wise man is guarding, in those verses, against two of the
great leading sins of a fallen nature; the /ust of the flesh, and
the pride of life. The sin of luxury, and the deceitfulness of
riches. And what multitudes among the sons of men are
continually falling by their means. The LORD JEsus, in his
unequalled manner, gives caution against the
surfeiting and drunkenness and cares of this life, lest the
great day of account come in the midst of our enjoyment and
find the soul unprepared, Luke 21:34.
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PROVERBS 23:9-16

Speak not in the ears of a fool: for he will despise the wisdom of
thy words. Remove not the old landmark; and enter not into the
fields of the fatherless: For their redeemer is mighty; he shall
plead their cause with thee. Apply thine heart unto instruction,
and thine ears to the words of knowledge. Withhold not correction
from the child: for if thou beatest him with the rod, he shall not
die. Thou shalt beat him with the rod, and shalt deliver his soul
from hell. My son, if thine heart be wise, my heart shall rejoice,
even mine. Yea, my reins shall rejoice, when thy lips speak right
things.

Here are precepts against another great leading sin, the /ust
of the eye, the coveting what is not our own; and in the
accomplishment of wishes so dishonourable to trample over
the just rights of such as cannot stand up for themselves, 1
John 2:16. What a blessed security, and indeed the only
security is that, which ariseth from resting upon CHRIST, and
having him for our treasure and portion. We have a beautiful
sentiment of the Psalmist upon this occasion, Psalm 17:14-15.

PROVERBS 23:17-18

Let not thine heart envy sinners: but be thou in the fear of the
LORD all the day long. For surely there is an end; and thine
expectation shall not be cut off.

Nothing can be more conclusive; by way of strengthening the
faith of the believer, than what is contained in these verses.
When we consider the transitory triumph of bad men, and the
sure expectation of the just; this becomes enough to prop up
the soul under all exercises. | pray the Reader to turn to a
most delightful passage to this effect, Psalm 37:35 to the end.

109



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

PROVERBS 23:19-35

Hear thou, my son, and be wise, and guide thine heart in the way.
Be not among winebibbers; among riotous eaters of flesh: For the
drunkard and the glutton shall come to poverty: and drowsiness
shall clothe a man with rags. Hearken unto thy father that begat
thee, and despise not thy mother when she is old. Buy the truth,
and sell it not; also wisdom, and instruction, and understanding.
The father of the righteous shall greatly rejoice: and he that
begetteth a wise child shall have joy of him. Thy father and thy
mother shall be glad, and she that bare thee shall rejoice. My son,
give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways. For a
whore is a deep ditch; and a strange woman is a narrow pit. She
also lieth in wait as for a prey, and increaseth the transgressors
among men. Who hath woe? who hath sorrow? who hath
contentions? who hath babbling? who hath wounds without
cause? who hath redness of eyes? They that tarry long at the
wine; they that go to seek mixed wine. Look not thou upon the
wine when it is red, when it giveth his colour in the cup, when it
moveth itself aright. At the last it biteth like a serpent, and
stingeth like an adder. Thine eyes shall behold strange women,
and thine heart shall utter perverse things. Yea, thou shalt be as
he that lieth down in the midst of the sea, or as he that lieth upon
the top of a mast. They have stricken me, shalt thou say, and |
was not sick; they have beaten me, and | felt it not: when shall |
awake? | will seek it yet again.

All these verses are directed to one and the same subject,
and a very animated subject they form, in dissuading from sin
and enforcing an attendance on the means of grace. They are
so plain and yet so nervous, that any attempt to illustrate, by
way of comment, would weaken, instead of heightening the
representation. The figure of a man sleeping on the mast, in
the midst of a boisterous sea, is happily chosen, to picture the
perilous condition of those, who in the voyage of life sleep on,
and fancy themselves secure until they fall to rise no more,
amidst the waves beneath. There, /s no peace saith my Gop
to the wicked, lsaiah 57:21.
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Reflections

WHAT evils spring out of the corruptions of our fallen nature!
And until grace hath renewed the heart it is full of
uncleanness. Like the poor man under the possession of the
enemy whose name was Legion; so troops of lusts, and a
legion of foes of darkness lead the heart under continued
captivity. Every sin, every vanity of life, as Barrabbas of old, is
preferred to the REDEEMER. The meanest husks of the world,
the dross of fancied happiness, in short any thing and every
thing of a carnal nature, takes the lead in the carnal mind.
LorD! | would say for myself and Reader, give to us to know
and seek the unfading pleasures which are in CHRIST and his
gospel. Here let our desires be directed; and in him and his
great salvation let all our wishes centre. Blessed Jesus! thou
hast said, and the truth of it is undeniable; he that hath thee
hath substance, and thou wilt fill all his treasures, for riches
and honor are with thee;, yea, durable riches and
righteousness.

Chapter 24

PROVERBS 24:1-9

Be not thou envious against evil men, neither desire to be with
them. For their heart studieth destruction, and their lips talk of
mischief. Through wisdom is an house builded; and by
understanding it is established: And by knowledge shall the
chambers be filled with all precious and pleasant riches. A wise
man is strong; yea, a man of knowledge increaseth strength. For
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by wise counsel thou shalt make thy war: and in multitude of
counsellors there is safety. Wisdom is too high for a fool: he
openeth not his mouth in the gate. He that deviseth to do evil
shall be called a mischievous person. The thought of foolishness is
sin: and the scorner is an abomination to men.

If we carry on as undoubtedly we ought, the same idea of
wisdom through the whole book of the Proverbs as we began
it with, and consider that CHRIST is the wisdom of Gop that is
spoken of, We shall find some very sweet things concerning
JEsus in these verses. It is indeed through CHRIST, and in
CHRIST; and upon CHRIST, the house not made with hands,
eternal in the heavens, is built. Other foundation can no man
lay than that which is /aid, and which Gobp the FATHER himself
laid in Zion, lsaiah 28:16; 1 Corinthians 3:11; 2 Corinthians
5:1. And as the foundation is CHRIST, so all the chambers of
the covenant are his; and in them the believer finds retreat in
times of danger, and every thing of riches that is precious and
pleasant, Isaiah 26:20. But as the Proverb here expresseth it,
the knowledge and enjoyment of CHRIST is too high for a fool;
the LorD hath not imparted to him this knowledge. CHRIST is
and ever will be to all such while precious to his people, a
stone of stumbling and a rock of offence. 1 Peter 2:7-8. |
detain the Reader in this place to make a short observation
upon the scripture expression of a fool, concerning whom it is
said that wisdom is too high for such an one; and | detain the
Reader for this purpose, because it may serve not only for the
present but for every other occasion, whensoever he meets
with the term in Gob’s word. And the best, indeed the only
infallible method of coming to the right knowledge of this, or
any other scriptural expressions, is by comparing scripture
with scripture. Now by a fool is meant, one that is ignorant of
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CHRIST. Hence therefore the wicked and unregenerate are
stiled men void of understanding; they have eyes, and see
not; ears, and hear not; and the like. So that when the
prophet was commissioned to tell the church the final state of
such characters, he expresseth himself in those striking
words, for it is a people of no understanding, therefore he
that made them will not have mercy on them, and he that
formed them will shew them no favour, Isaiah 27:11. And
that there might be no misapprehension upon a point of such
infinite consequence, but that every one might discover the
cause of things; and that the folly here and elsewhere spoken
of is, not the weakness of intellect, but the ignorance of
CHRIST and the despising of JEsus, the LORD JEHOVAH'S one
ordinance, and the only one for salvation; Job was
commissioned no less to shew, in naming in what the contrary
to this folly manifested itself. And unto man he said, behold
the fear of the LorD that is wisdom, and to depart from evil is
understanding. Job 28:28. Hence therefore, the fools of
scripture are the despisers of CHRIST, the wisdom of Gob. This
is indeed the highest folly: and many, very many such fools it
is to be feared, will be found at the last day, among that class
of men who pride themselves on great wisdom. | refer the
Reader for further light upon this interesting subject to the
following scriptures: Romans 1:21, &c, 1 Corinthians 1:18-29.

PROVERBS 24:10
If thou faint in the day of adversity, thy strength is small.

If | pause over this single verse, it is but to desire the Reader
to make the subject of it personal to himself, and to beg of
him to enquire whether CHRIST be his strength; for this will
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explain to the full when it is we are weak without him; and
why any believer faints in seasons of exercise. According to
the strength imparted from Jesus in the actings of our faith
upon him, such will be the exact proportion, either of increase
or of decline. When we can say, the LORD is my strength and
my song, and he is become my salvation; then we shall hear
the LorD say, my grace is sufficient for thee, for my strength
is made perfect in weakness. And then like Paul we shall
gladly glory in our infirmities, that the power of CHRIST may
rest upon us, Psalm 118:14; 2 Corinthians 12:9-10.

PROVERBS 24:11-14

If thou forbear to deliver them that are drawn unto death, and
those that are ready to be slain; If thou sayest, Behold, we knew
it not; doth not he that pondereth the heart consider it? and he
that keepeth thy soul, doth not he know it? and shall not he
render to every man according to his works? My son, eat thou
honey, because it is good; and the honeycomb, which is sweet to
thy taste: So shall the knowledge of wisdom be unto thy soul:
when thou hast found it, then there shall be a reward, and thy
expectation shall not be cut off.

I need not tell the Reader that the honey and the honey-
comb of scripture, means somewhat infinitely higher than the
mere food of the body. The land of Canaan, which was a type
of the gospel church, was promised to flow with milk and
honey: and hence the gospel call was to buy wine and milk
without money and without price, Ezekiel 20:6; Isaiah 55:1.
CHRIST is himself the honey and the honey-comb, for Ais flesh
/s meat indeed, and his blood is drink indeed. His word is
sweet unto my taste (said one of old) yea, sweeter than
honey to my mouth. Psalm 119:103, so that when Solomon
recommends the honey and the honey-comb, the HoLy GHOST
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shews from other scriptures this is meant concerning CHRIST
and his salvation.

PROVERBS 24:15-18

Lay not wait, O wicked man, against the dwelling of the righteous;
spoil not his resting place: For a just man falleth seven times, and
riseth up again: but the wicked shall fall into mischief. Rejoice not
when thine enemy falleth, and let not thine heart be glad when he
stumbleth: Lest the LORD see it, and it displease him, and he turn
away his wrath from him.

We have a beautiful comment in the enlargement of part of
these verses in the Prophet, Micah 7:5-10.

PROVERBS 24:19-26

Fret not thyself because of evil men, neither be thou envious at
the wicked; For there shall be no reward to the evil man; the
candle of the wicked shall be put out. My son, fear thou the
LORD and the king: and meddle not with them that are given to
change: For their calamity shall rise suddenly; and who knoweth
the ruin of them both? These things also belong to the wise. It is
not good to have respect of persons in judgment. He that saith
unto the wicked, Thou art righteous; him shall the people curse,
nations shall abhor him: But to them that rebuke him shall be
delight, and a good blessing shall come upon them. Every man
shall kiss his lips that giveth a right answer.

I pause over this last verse to detain the Reader with a short
observation concerning what is here said of the kissing of the
lips, in giving a right answer. The church saith, that she will
kiss CHRIST her brother, when she hath found him: which is a
similar term to that of giving a right answer, Song of Solomon
8:1. And the church is said to be kissed by CHrIST, when at
any time he manifests his love to her in some renewed tokens
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of it, otherwise than he doeth to the world. So that every man
shall kiss his lips, when finding CHrRIST as the poor woman did
CHRIST'S feet, because she loved much and had much
forgiven, Luke 7:38. Reader! do not hastily pass away from
this view of affection to the person of JEsus. It is blessed,
when at any time a right answer is given to the prayer of faith
and the enjoyment of Jesus, to have the soul going forth in
desires after CHRIST; in hanging upon CHRIST, adhering to
CHRIST, rejoicing in CHRIST, and having none in heaven or
earth we desire in comparison of CHRIST!

PROVERBS 24:27-34

Prepare thy work without, and make it fit for thyself in the field;
and afterwards build thine house. Be not a witness against thy
neighbour without cause; and deceive not with thy lips. Say not, |
will do so to him as he hath done to me: | will render to the man
according to his work. | went by the field of the slothful, and by
the vineyard of the man void of understanding; And, lo, it was all
grown over with thorns, and nettles had covered the face thereof,
and the stone wall thereof was broken down. Then | saw, and
considered it well: I looked upon it, and received instruction. Yet
a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep:
So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth; and thy want as
an armed man.

If we spiritualize what is here said of the diligence of the man
that prepares his work, and then builds his house, and what is
said of the negligence of the slothful; and if we make
application of it to the heart, a very sweet subject will be
found to arise out of the different views. Jesus passed by our
whole nature, when in the ruined state of the vineyard here
described. And lo! all was covered over with thorns and
briars. Reader! what he wrought, and what he accomplished,
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I need not, | hope, tell you. He purchased our lost
inheritance, with his blood. He then hedged it round,
gathered out the stones of it, renewed the face of it; and by
turning up the fallow ground of our hearts, prepared it for
himself. And what is it now? Doth he not water it continually
with his word and ordinances, the sweet influences of his
grace and HoLy SpirIT? Doth he not watch over it for good
with his whole heart and his whole soul? And doth he not
come into it, to eat of his pleasant fruits, even the graces of
his SPIRIT which he hath planted? Precious Jesus! may my soul
consider it well, and receive instruction! May | look up to thee
continually as the Proprietor of all!l See to it, my soul, that
thou art of the vineyard of the LorD of hosts, and the men of
Judah his pleasant plant, Isaiah 5:7.

Reflections

MY soul! while thou art pondering over the very many sweet
and precious sayings in this chapter, hast thou not found
thine heart warmed within thee, by Jesus speaking to thee by
the way, and opening to thee the things here written
concerning himself?

Surely JEsus is the Wisdom here spoken of, and he is, my
soul, thy wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and
redemption! And while thou art seeking from him strength for
the day of adversity, thou wilt not faint, as those must do,
whose confidence is founded in the wisdom of this world. The
rock of ages will be thy support, when those, who lean on the
reeds of Egypt, must fail. Yes, my soul, if JEsus be the honey,
and the honey-comb of all thy affections, and confidences,
and delights; thou wilt find him sweet indeed to thy taste.
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And let others do what they may, or find delight from whence
they can, thou wilt kiss Him, into whose lips is poured grace,
because JEHovAH hath blessed him for ever. Jesus will be the
right answer given to every case, every trial, every need. Be
thou my LorD, and my portion, blessed Jesus, for all thy
sayings are indeed right, and all thou hast said, my soul most
cordially approveth. Then will my soul humbly kiss thy feet,
and I will wash them with my tears, and wipe them in token
of my sorrow for sin, like another Magdalene, with the hairs
of my head. I will kiss them as a pledge of love, of duty, of
obedience, of homage, of reverence; for | earnestly desire to
give myself up to thee, and to be wholly for thee and not for
another. And oh! thou condescending Gob and SAviour! do
thou kiss me with the kisses of thy mouth, for thy love is
better than wine!

Chapter 25

Contents

Here are similar proverbs to what were given before; but as
the title of them observes that they were copied by the men
of Hezekiah, they are particularly marked from those we have
already gone through.

PROVERBS 25:1
These are also proverbs of Solomon, which the men of Hezekiah
king of Judah copied out.
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Some have thought that those Proverbs here recorded, were
copied from among the three thousand which is noted, 1Kings
4:32. Some have supposed that what is said, 2 Chronicles
29:3, hath a reference to this business. And others have
concluded, that those who copied out these proverbs of
Solomon, were the Prophets, who lived about the times of the
Kings, Hosea, Isaiah, or Micah. But it is enough for us that the
Proverbs themselves are Solomoris, and carry with them
marks of inspiration.

PROVERBS 25:2
It is the glory of God to conceal a thing: but the honour of kings is
to search out a matter.

Gop’s glory is manifested to the poor sinner in secret, when
he speaks to him by his HoLy SpirIT, and makes him visits, like
Jacob's at Bethel. And those, who are made by him Kings and
Priests to Gobp and the FATHER, should delight to spread
abroad his glory, Psalm 66:16.

PROVERBS 25:3-5

The heaven for height, and the earth for depth, and the heart of
kings is unsearchable. Take away the dross from the silver, and
there shall come forth a vessel for the finer. Take away the wicked
from before the king, and his throne shall be established in
righteousness.

Such is the love of CHRIST, unmeasurable! Ephesians 3:16-19,
When the HoLy GHosT hath taken away by regeneration, the
dross of our fallen nature, and new formed us in CHRIST JESUS,
then as gold and silver from the furnace, we are brought forth
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as vessels of honor for the master's use, Malachi 3:3; 2
Timothy 2:20-21.

PROVERBS 25:6-7

Put not forth thyself in the presence of the king, and stand not in
the place of great men: For better it is that it be said unto thee,
Come up hither; than that thou shouldest be put lower in the
presence of the prince whom thine eyes have seen.

Our LorD hath sweetly set forth this grace of humbleness,
Luke 14:7-11

PROVERBS 25:8-12

Go not forth hastily to strive, lest thou know not what to do in the
end thereof, when thy neighbour hath put thee to shame. Debate
thy cause with thy neighbour himself; and discover not a secret to
another: Lest he that heareth it put thee to shame, and thine
infamy turn not away. A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in
pictures of silver. As an earring of gold, and an ornament of fine
gold, so is a wise reprover upon an obedient ear.

This is an elegant figure to represent the golden fruit of the
gospel set forth by the word of the SpIrRIT. And who is the
wise Reprover but the HoLy GHosT himself? John 16:7-8.

PROVERBS 25:13

As the cold of snow in the time of harvest, so is a faithful
messenger to them that send him: for he refresheth the soul of
his masters.

Who is this Messenger, this Interpreter, one among a
thousand, but the same Almighty SpIrIT? Job 33:23. Oh! how
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refreshing his doctrine! how grateful his influences! Blessed
Lorp! be thou the faithful witness in my soul of JEsus!

PROVERBS 25:14-16

Whoso boasteth himself of a false gift is like clouds and wind
without rain. By long forbearing is a prince persuaded, and a soft
tongue breaketh the bone. Hast thou found honey? eat so much
as is sufficient for thee, lest thou be filled therewith, and vomit it.

This last verse | beg the Reader to observe, is put in the form
of a question. Hast thou found honey? If we accept it
naturally in reference to the body, of eating the things, which
perish in using; what follows may be taken literally. But if we
take it spiritually, who can have too much of CHRIST, the
honey found in scripture? We shall best explain this scripture
/n this sense by another: [/ charge ye, 0 daughters of
Jerusalem, if ye find my beloved, that ye tell him that | am
sick of love, Song of Solomon 5:8. As if she had said, | love
CHRIST so much that | am overpowered with my love of him.
It hath induced a sickness of soul to long after him more and
more. Sweet thought of Jesus this! And which those who have
found CHRIST the very honey and the honey-comb of the soul,
sometimes, | hope, know what it is to feel it.

PROVERBS 25:17-22

Withdraw thy foot from thy neighbour's house; lest he be weary of
thee, and so hate thee. A man that beareth false witness against
his neighbour is a maul, and a sword, and a sharp arrow.
Confidence in an unfaithful man in time of trouble is like a broken
tooth, and a foot out of joint. As he that taketh away a garment in
cold weather, and as vinegar upon nitre, so is he that singeth
songs to an heavy heart. If thine enemy be hungry, give him
bread to eat; and if he be thirsty, give him water to drink: For
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thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his head, and the LORD shall
reward thee.

The Apostle hath quoted these last verses with a peculiar
reference to the blessed effects of grace in the heart, Romans
12:19-21 And what should a child of Gop, who hath tasted of
the preciousness of Jesus, do to an enemy? Surely melt him
down with coals of the fire of love, in recompensing good for
evil. Is not Jesus here peculiarly pointed at? Did he not do all
this, and ten thousand times more to us his enemies, when
our souls were famished, and an everlasting unsatisfied state
of thirst must have been endured, had not he quenched it?
Precious, precious Jesus! thou didst indeed give us bread to
eat, and water to drink, even the bread of life, and the water
of life: yea, thine own body and blood! And how hath JEHOVAH
rewarded thee with the felicity of having redeemed thy
people?

PROVERBS 25:23-25

The north wind driveth away rain: so doth an angry countenance
a backbiting tongue. It is better to dwell in the corner of the
housetop, than with a brawling woman and in a wide house. As
cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country.

Were there ever such tidings proclaimed as the tidings of
salvation? And what waters to a thirsty soul, can equal the
gratification of the souls thirst, when satisfied with
redemption in CHRIST's blood. News indeed from a far country,
for it comes from heaven to earth, and from GoD to man.
Angels posted down to proclaim it; and Jesus came and
confirmed it by his blood: blessings on his hame!
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PROVERBS 25:26-28

A righteous man falling down before the wicked is as a troubled
fountain, and a corrupt spring. It is not good to eat much honey:
so for men to search their own glory is not glory. He that hath no
rule over his own spirit is like a city that is broken down, and
without walls.

All these are very plain scriptures, explained upon the same
gospel principles; and where the SpIRIT of CHRIST is not, they
are none of his, Romans 8:9.

Reflections

READER! many very blessed Reflections will be found folded
up in the bosom of this chapter, and which | pray the HoLy
GHOST to open and explain to you and to me. And among the
many, that of the eating of the honey comb inducing sickness
is not the least. If the blessed SrIRIT be the faithful Messenger
to our souls herein, | hope and trust that we shall both be
refreshed in the view, as from the snow of Lebanon in the
time of harvest, or the cold flowing waters that come from
another place.

And what sickness like the sickness of the soul, when from
having seen CHRIST as necessary, and having had such views
of him as induce those longings and desires after him, which
nothing short of himself can satisfy: the whole heart is sick,
and every faculty faint until CHRIST be enjoyed. Precious LORD!
give me this sickness, which is not unto death, but for the
glory of Gop, that the Son of Gob may be glorified thereby.
Give me so to long for thee; so passionately to desire thee;
that like the church | may cry out, Stay me with flagons,
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comfort me with apples, for I am sick of love. Let my soul
seek after thee as for hidden treasure; follow hard after thee
in ordinances; set thee as a seal upon my heart, as a seal
upon my arm, for love is strong as death, jealousy is cruel as
the grave: may | delight to hear thy name, sweeter than all
the melody of music to my ear, or the fragrancy of ointment
to the smell. And never; never, give over, until such renewed
manifestations of my LorRD be made to my heart, that under
the impression of thy soul-reviving presence, | can cry out, It
is the voice of my beloved: behold he cometh leaping upon
the mountains and skipping upon the hills. And oh! do thou
haste, my beloved, and come, for hope deferred maketh the
heart sick; and when the desire cometh it is indeed a tree of
life. Yes! blessed Jesus, ere long thou wilt come, and we shall
part no more. | shall arrive, borne by thee on eagle's wings,
to that blessed climate where the inhabitant shall no longer
say, | am sick: the people that dwell therein shall be forgiven
their iniquity. Amen.

Chapter 26

Contents

Under various simifitudes, the Proverbs are continued to shew
the wisdom of the wise, and the sad conduct of foolish men.

PROVERBS 26:1-9
As snow in summer, and as rain in harvest, so honour is not
seemly for a fool. As the bird by wandering, as the swallow by
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flying, so the curse causeless shall not come. A whip for the horse,
a bridle for the ass, and a rod for the fool's back. Answer not a
fool according to his folly, lest thou also be like unto him. Answer
a fool according to his folly, lest he be wise in his own conceit. He
that sendeth a message by the hand of a fool cutteth off the feet,
and drinketh damage. The legs of the lame are not equal: so is a
parable in the mouth of fools. As he that bindeth a stone in a
sling, so is he that giveth honour to a fool. As a thorn goeth up
into the hand of a drunkard, so is a parable in the mouth of fools.

Every one of these parables, no doubt, hath a very significant
and pointed meaning, But, so very different is the plan and
stile of the oriental method of writing, compared to ours, that
it is not very easy to discover the exact reference. One
elucidation may, however, serve to throw a light upon many.
The inequality of the legs of the lame should seem to imply,
how unsuited mingled things in religion are in general; and
especially in things which have reference to divine truths.
Thus, for example, if the preachers of the gospel mingle
things of human merit with divine excellency, and join
creature-works with CHRIST'S salvation; here is a vast
disproportion, a lameness from /nequality. And by a parity of
reasoning, the same may be spiritually applied to the other
proverbs.

PROVERBS 26:10-28

The great God that formed all things both rewardeth the fool, and
rewardeth transgressors. As a dog returneth to his vomit, so a
fool returneth to his folly. Seest thou a man wise in his own
conceit? there is more hope of a fool than of him. The slothful
man saith, There is a lion in the way; a lion is in the streets. As
the door turneth upon his hinges, so doth the slothful upon his
bed. The slothful hideth his hand in his bosom; it grieveth him to
bring it again to his mouth. The sluggard is wiser in his own
conceit than seven men that can render a reason. He that passeth
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by, and meddleth with strife belonging not to him, is like one that
taketh a dog by the ears. As a mad man who casteth firebrands,
arrows, and death, So is the man that deceiveth his neighbour,
and saith, Am not | in sport? Where no wood is, there the fire
goeth out: so where there is no talebearer, the strife ceaseth.
As coals are to burning coals, and wood to fire; so is a contentious
man to kindle strife. The words of a talebearer are as wounds,
and they go down into the innermost parts of the belly. Burning
lips and a wicked heart are like a potsherd covered with silver
dross. He that hateth dissembleth with his lips, and layeth up
deceit within him; When he speaketh fair, believe him not: for
there are seven abominations in his heart. Whose hatred is
covered by deceit, his wickedness shall be shewed before the
whole congregation. Whoso diggeth a pit shall fall therein: and he
that rolleth a stone, it will return upon him. A lying tongue hateth
those that are afflicted by it; and a flattering mouth worketh ruin.

I do not think it necessary to enlarge the volume by offering
any comment upon what is here said. If read with a spiritual
eye to CHRIST and his gospel, they are all, more or less,
capable of conveying much instruction. And, under this point
of view, | would recommend the book of Proverbs to the
Reader, Proverbs 1:6

Reflections

If the Reader discovers JEsus in the midst of these verses, he
will find what the wise man hath elsewhere observed, and
with truth is found to be the case, that Ais name is as
ointment poured forth. The discovery of his Person, and the
apprehension of his character, relations, and offices, by faith,
hath a blessed effect to endear the scriptures to our hearts.
And indeed without this discovery, what can we be said to
learn in a way of salvation. And Reader! whether we discover
him or not, depend upon it here Jesus is. CHRIST is in all, and
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through all, and with all. He fills the whole in the church, the
word, the promises, and the hearts of his people. LORD! open
mine eyes to see the wonderous things of thy law. Open mine
heart to feel the full influences of thy grace. Be thou the sum
and substance of all my pursuits and desires: and be thou
formed in my heart the hope of glory.

Chapter 27

Contents

The sacred writer in this chapter, is still prosecuting the
proverbial method of instruction, and adopting various figures
for conveying divine truths.

PROVERBS 27:1
Boast not thyself of to morrow; for thou knowest not what a day
may bring forth.

The man that looks into the situation of men and things
respecting human instability, will discover the beauty of this
divine precept, James 4:13. CHRIST hath given an important
precept on this very ground, Matthew 6:34.

PROVERBS 27:2-10

Let another man praise thee, and not thine own mouth; a
stranger, and not thine own lips. A stone is heavy, and the sand
weighty; but a fool's wrath is heavier than them both. Wrath is
cruel, and anger is outrageous; but who is able to stand before
envy? Open rebuke is better than secret love. Faithful are the
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wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful. The
full soul loatheth an honeycomb; but to the hungry soul every
bitter thing is sweet. As a bird that wandereth from her nest, so
is a man that wandereth from his place. Ointment and perfume
rejoice the heart: so doth the sweetness of a man's friend by
hearty counsel. Thine own friend, and thy father's friend, forsake
not; neither go into thy brother's house in the day of thy calamity:
for better is a neighbour that is near than a brother far off.

Amidst several beauties in those verses, | beg the Reader not
to overlook that one of a man's own friend, and our FATHER'S
friend, and the neighbour that is near. For what friend like
CHRIST, beloved of the FATHER? And who so near or dear
among the neighbourhoods of life, as Jesus? Boaz said, in
reference to this, There /s a kinsman nearer than [/, Ruth
3:12. And so might every son and daughter of Adam say,
when referring to the LORD JEsus CHRIST. For by marrying our
nature and taking a portion of that nature into himself; He /s
bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh, Ephesians 5:30.

PROVERBS 27:11-27

My son, be wise, and make my heart glad, that I may answer him
that reproacheth me. A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and
hideth himself; but the simple pass on, and are punished. Take his
garment that is surety for a stranger, and take a pledge of him for
a strange woman. He that blesseth his friend with a loud voice,
rising early in the morning, it shall be counted a curse to him. A
continual dropping in a very rainy day and a contentious woman
are alike. Whosoever hideth her hideth the wind, and the ointment
of his right hand, which bewrayeth itself. Iron sharpeneth iron; so
a man sharpeneth the countenance of his friend. Whoso keepeth
the fig tree shall eat the fruit thereof: so he that waiteth on his
master shall be honoured. As in water face answereth to face, so
the heart of man to man. Hell and destruction are never full; so
the eyes of man are never satisfied. As the fining pot for silver,
and the furnace for gold; so is a man to his praise. Though thou
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shouldest bray a fool in a mortar among wheat with a pestle, yet
will not his foolishness depart from him. Be thou diligent to know
the state of thy flocks, and look well to thy herds. For riches are
not for ever: and doth the crown endure to every generation?
The hay appeareth, and the tender grass sheweth itself, and
herbs of the mountains are gathered. The lambs are for thy
clothing, and the goats are the price of the field. And thou shalt
have goats' milk enough for thy food, for the food of thy
household, and for the maintenance for thy maidens.

There are many charming things spoken of through these
verses, and which, if explained upon gospel principles, have a
gracious tendency. But it will be better for the Reader to have
them opened to his understanding by the HoLy GHosT, whose
infallible teaching will secure from the possibility of error.
JEsus hath said concerning him, that he shall guide into all
truth: and it is he which shall take of the things of Jesus and
shew unto his people, John 16:13-14.

Reflections

WHAT the wise man hath said in the close of this chapter, of
the diligence of looking well to the state of the flock, and the
care of the herds, may well be construed into the diligence
every man ought to have to the care of the soul, and to know
the state in which he stands before Gob. 7el/ me, (saitb the
church upon this momentous subject) tel/ me, 0 thou, whom
my soul loveth, where thou feedest, Where thou makest thy
flocks to rest at noon. For why should | be as one that
turneth aside by the flocks of thy companions? We never can
be too solicitous on points of this nature. Where JEsus feeds;
what he feeds with; and how we are growing up in the
nurture and sustenance of the spiritual life. Reader! is JEsus
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your Shepherd? Doth he, who sits in the midst of the throne,
and feeds the church above, feed you in this wilderness state
below? Is he the bread of Gop and the bread of life to your
soul? Are the lambs for thy clothing, and the goats the price
of the field. In other words, art thou clothed with the garment
of salvation wrought out by the LamB of Gob? And dost thou
eat of the paschal LamB, whose flesh /s meat indeed, and
whose blood is drink indeed? Oh! for grace to feed upon
CHRIST! and to hear him say; 7ake, eat, this is my body, which
Is given for you! Eat, O friends, drink, yea, drink abundantly, O
beloved!

Chapter 28

Contents

The wise man is prosecuting the same subjects in this chapter
as in the preceding. By various similitudes he teacheth the
blessedness of wisdom’'s ways, and the awful termination of a
contrary conauct,

PROVERBS 28:1-5

The wicked flee when no man pursueth: but the righteous are
bold as a lion. For the transgression of a land many are the
princes thereof: but by a man of understanding and knowledge
the state thereof shall be prolonged. A poor man that oppresseth
the poor is like a sweeping rain which leaveth no food. They that
forsake the law praise the wicked: but such as keep the law
contend with them. Evil men understand not judgment: but they
that seek the LORD understand all things.
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The sentiments contained in those verses, are all so plain as
to require no comment. And nothing can be more happily
chosen than in this way of parable, to shew the life of grace
in its consequences, and the life of sin in its eventual ruin.
The Reader will not fail, | hope, to perceive that what is said
of seeking the LORD, as resulting from an understanding in all
things, carries with it a correspondence to the same conduct
as the praying seed of Jacob in all ages have adopted in
seeking the LorD’s face in the LORD’s strength. CHRIST is the
way, and the ftruth, and the /ife. And all his seed seek
salvation in this way, and in none other, Psalm 27:8; John
14:6.

PROVERBS 28:6-14

Better is the poor that walketh in his uprightness, than he that is
perverse in his ways, though he be rich. Whoso keepeth the law is
a wise son: but he that is a companion of riotous men shameth
his father. He that by usury and unjust gain increaseth his
substance, he shall gather it for him that will pity the poor. He
that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer
shall be abomination. Whoso causeth the righteous to go astray in
an evil way, he shall fall himself into his own pit: but the upright
shall have good things in possession. The rich man is wise in his
own conceit; but the poor that hath understanding searcheth him
out. When righteous men do rejoice, there is great glory: but
when the wicked rise, a man is hidden. He that covereth his sins
shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall
have mercy. Happy is the man that feareth alway: but he that
hardeneth his heart shall fall into mischief.

I stay not to point out the several very striking testimonies
which are contained in these verses. | hope the reader will
read them through the medium of the gospel; and then he
will discover how sure the promises are, which in CHRIST JESUS
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are all yea, and Amen. Who are the poor here spoken of, but
the poor in spirit who are rich in faith, and heirs of the
kingdom? And who is the wise son, but he that keepeth an
eye upon CHRIST the end of the law for righteousness to every
one that believeth. In like manner, if the whole be interpreted
by the gospel, we shall find much sweetness in every one,
James 2:5; Romans 10:4

PROVERBS 28:15-28

As a roaring lion, and a ranging bear; so is a wicked ruler over the
poor people. The prince that wanteth understanding is also a
great oppressor: but he that hateth covetousness shall prolong his
days. A man that doeth violence to the blood of any person shall
flee to the pit; let no man stay him. Whoso walketh uprightly shall
be saved: but he that is perverse in his ways shall fall at once. He
that tilleth his land shall have plenty of bread: but he that
followeth after vain persons shall have poverty enough. A faithful
man shall abound with blessings: but he that maketh haste to be
rich shall not be innocent. To have respect of persons is not
good: for for a piece of bread that man will transgress. He that
hasteth to be rich hath an evil eye, and considereth not that
poverty shall come upon him. He that rebuketh a man afterwards
shall find more favour than he that flattereth with the tongue.
Whoso robbeth his father or his mother, and saith, It is no
transgression; the same is the companion of a destroyer. He that
is of a proud heart stirreth up strife: but he that putteth his trust
in the LORD shall be made fat. He that trusteth in his own heart is
a fool: but whoso walketh wisely, he shall be delivered. He that
giveth unto the poor shall not lack: but he that hideth his eyes
shall have many a curse. When the wicked rise, men hide
themselves: but when they perish, the righteous increase.

If the Reader will go diligently over the whole chapter, and
read the several parts of it with an eye to Jesus, | venture to
assure him that in many places, where he might be at first led
to suppose there was least of CHrIST, he would still find

132



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

somewhat leading to him. Surely it is blessed to be always
upon the look out for him. And if we have but a glimpse of
the king in his beauty, if we behold but his shade as he
passeth by, it will be an ample recompence to our utmost
diligence, Isaiah 33:17; Proverbs 8:17.

Reflections

READER! | take occasion from the view of this chapter, and
the contents of it, to remind your heart, and my own, how
truly blessed it must be to find CHRIST in his hidden word; and
what distinguishing tokens of favour it brings with it, when
this is the case. And, indeed, may we not suppose, that if
some portions of scripture are made more obscure than
others, it is with a design to call up the more awakened
attention of the LoRrD’s people; that when CHRIST is discovered
in them, the joy of having found him, may be more blessed.
Is not this like the riddle of Samson, Out of the eater cometh
forth meat; and out of the strong cometh forth sweetness?

Precious Jesus! may my soul know thee as the way to the
FATHER, the truth, and the life eternal! And may my soul be
always found in this way, walking in it, and enjoying all divine
comforts in it. Yes, blessed LorD! this is the highway which
the Prophet was commanded to tell the church should be
thrown open, and which should be called the way of holiness.
And while the foolish see it not, and the proud despise it, and
the unclean shall not pass over it. The wayfaring men,
though fools, in human sciences, and human knowledge, shall
not err therein. Blessed Gob! do thou strengthen me more
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and more in this way, that 1 may walk up and down in thy
Name.

Chapter 29

Contents

Here are many like words to the former, by way of proverbs
in this Chapter to the same purport as before, in holding forth
the mysteries of the kingdom.

PROVERBS 29:1-4

He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly
be destroyed, and that without remedy. When the righteous are
in authority, the people rejoice: but when the wicked beareth rule,
the people mourn. Whoso loveth wisdom rejoiceth his father: but
he that keepeth company with harlots spendeth his substance.
The king by judgment establisheth the land: but he that receiveth
gifts overthroweth it.

By the king here spoken of, must be meant the LORD JESUS
CHRIST. He is the king uniformly intended through all the
scriptures, whose government is in righteousness, and who
will minister true judgment unto the people. He is JEHOVAH'S
king, and so revealed, Psalm 2:6; Psalm 20; Psalm 21.

PROVERBS 29:5-13

A man that flattereth his neighbour spreadeth a net for his feet. In
the transgression of an evil man there is a snare: but the
righteous doth sing and rejoice. The righteous considereth the
cause of the poor: but the wicked regardeth not to know it.
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Scornful men bring a city into a snare: but wise men turn away
wrath. If a wise man contendeth with a foolish man, whether he
rage or laugh, there is no rest. The bloodthirsty hate the upright:
but the just seek his soul. A fool uttereth all his mind: but a wise
man keepeth it in till afterwards. If a ruler hearken to lies, all his
servants are wicked. The poor and the deceitful man meet
together: the LORD lighteneth both their eyes.

This last verse contains an abundance of gospel truths. When
the HoLy GHosT shines in upon the soul of the sinner, grace
breaks through all the darkness of the mind. The poor in
spirit, and the deceitful heart of the proud sinner; both are
made equal debtors to the rich, free, and sovereign grace of
Gobp. Herein, in an eminent point of view, is that scripture
fulfilled, which saith, Gop is no respecter of persons. For in
the redemption by CHRIST, it is not that one sinner merits
more than another sinner, in being made the distinguished
object of such an unspeakable mercy: but that Gop’s rich
grace may be magnified. It is not a respect to our person, but
a respect to the everlasting covenant of GobD in CHRIST,
Romans 9:16-21.

PROVERBS 29:14-18

The king that faithfully judgeth the poor, his throne shall be
established for ever. The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child
left to himself bringeth his mother to shame. When the wicked are
multiplied, transgression increaseth: but the righteous shall see
their fall. Correct thy son, and he shall give thee rest; yea, he shall
give delight unto thy soul. Where there is no vision, the people
perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he.

I pause over this last verse, to remark, that by the people
perishing where there is no vision, cannot be meant that the
people of Gobp perish ererlastingly: for Jesus hath said, that
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they, shall not perish; neither shall any pluck them out of his
hand, John 10:28. But even the people of Gob may perish
temporally: and if they follow blind leaders, and are found
sitting under a carnal ministry; here the lack of knowledge
must, and will induce great leanness of soul: therefore they
may be truly said to perish for the want of soul-enriching
supports, arising from the open vision of the word, and secret
manifestation, through the ministry of the word and
ordinances of Jesus and his graces. Reader! think herefrom
how inexpressibly valuable must it be to have a soul-
strengthening fulness of ordinances; and a faithful ministry of
the word to sit under, where Jesus hath promised his
presence, Matthew 18:20.

PROVERBS 29:19-27

A servant will not be corrected by words: for though he
understand he will not answer. Seest thou a man that is hasty in
his words? there is more hope of a fool than of him. He that
delicately bringeth up his servant from a child shall have him
become his son at the length. An angry man stirreth up strife, and
a furious man aboundeth in transgression. A man's pride shall
bring him low: but honour shall uphold the humble in spirit.
Whoso is partner with a thief hateth his own soul: he heareth
cursing, and bewrayeth it not. The fear of man bringeth a snare:
but whoso putteth his trust in the LORD shall be safe. Many seek
the ruler's favour; but every man's judgment cometh from the
LORD. An unjust man is an abomination to the just: and he that
is upright in the way is abomination to the wicked.

It is blessed to mark, both in the entrance, the progress, and
the issue of things, the mighty difference between him that
serveth. the LorD, and him that serveth him not. The Prophet
did not, without sufficient cause, deliver that most decided
sentence: Say ye to the righteous, that it shall be well with
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him: for they shall eat the fruit of their doings. Woe unto the
wicked, it shall be ill with him; for the reward of his hands
shall be given him, Isaiah 3:10-11.

Reflections

READER! there is an abundance of matter for raising many
profitable Reflections in the perusal of this chapter; but I beg
particularly to call your attention to that solemn verse
contained in it, which in itself forms a volume. Where there is
no vision, the people perish. The most faithful ministers of
JEsus have to lament the little success of their labors in the
present day: and when they look round and take a leisurely
survey, of the languishing state of Zion, much cause have
they to weep, between the porch and the altar, and to
besiege the mercy-seat, night and day, with the cry: Spare
thy people, O LorD, and give not thine heritage to reproach.
But what an awful view doth it afford in the consciousness
that in many paces of this our guilty land, There is no vision!
Oh! for the LorD to send forth faithful men, anxious to win
souls to CHRIST! And oh! for the LorD JEsus to come himself in
every place whithersoever he sends his word by faithful
Pastors, after his own heart, that shall feed his people in true
understanding and knowledge. Reader! where, and under
what gpen vision, do you sit? That gospel, which holds forth
JEsus in the glories of his person, and in the compleatness of
his salvation—which humbles the sinner, and exalts the
Saviour—which, by laying the creature low, makes JESuS
precious; and tends to promote holiness in the life and
conversation, in shewing all our springs to be in him: these
are precious truths to keep the soul alive, and to prevent
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leanness and perishing. Reader! may it be your portion, and
mine, to be thus strong in the grace which is in CHRIST JESUS.

Chapter 30

Contents

Here are mingled, with other divine things, a collection of
Proverbs, as before: but it should seem to be not of the
writings of Solomon. Their tendency is, however, the same;
and, no doubt, they are of divine inspiration, being a part of
the sacred canon of scripture.

PrRovERBS 30:1
The words of Agur the son of Jakeh, even the prophecy: the man
spake unto Ithiel, even unto Ithiel and Ucal,

The Author, or writer, makes this first verse a preface to the
subject. His name is Agur Ben Jakeh. And it is called a
prophecy, what he here delivers. He seems to have addressed
it to two persons, Ithiel and Ucal. But this is not certain.
Indeed, from the names themselves of those persons, if they
may be supposed to have any signification more to the
doctrine herein contained, than to their own character, it
should seem to be important. Ithiel means in the compound,
Gobp with me: and Ucal means mighty. So that it hath been
supposed, that what is here delivered by Agur, is not to Ithiel,
and Ucal, but concerning CHRIST, to whom those names are
applicable. And this seems to be the more probable, because
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Agur means; in its original, a gatherer. So that if this be the
intention, then the preface will be the word's which are
gathered by Agur, in prophecy of Ithiel, even of GobD the
mighty one with me. And this seems yet more probable from
the similar prophecy in Isaiah 7:14 and again in Isaiah 9:6.
But if there be the least authority for this interpretation of
Agur's preface, we shall be sure to find somewhat
corresponding in the prophecy itself, in relation to CHRIST. |
pray the Reader to be very diligent in looking out on this
ground. And | yet pray more earnestly for that gracious Gob,
whose office-character it is to take of the things of Jesus, and
shew to us, to be with us in our going through this chapter!

PROVERBS 30:2-3
Surely I am more brutish than any man, and have not the
understanding of a man. | neither learned wisdom, nor have the
knowledge of the holy.

Certainly these verses contain what may well be supposed to
form the creed of one taught of Gob. He begins his discourse
in the best manner, in disclaiming all self-knowledge, and all
self-righteousness. Thus far we may safely conclude, that if
the writer is about to discourse of CHRIST, his preface is quite
in point.

PROVERBS 30:4-6

Who hath ascended up into heaven, or descended? who hath
gathered the wind in his fists? who hath bound the waters in a
garment? who hath established all the ends of the earth? what is
his name, and what is his son's name, if thou canst tell? Every
word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust
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in him. Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and
thou be found a liar.

Surely the writer, be who he may, is speaking of Gob and of
his CHRIST. Nay, he seems to have been speaking in the same
words, as CHRIST! See John 3:13. | refer the Reader also to
those other scriptures by way of confirmation, Isaiah 40:10-
16; John 1:1-5; Ephesians 4:9-10. And when the Reader hath
duly pondered over the different passages, | beg of him to
say, whether any prophecy can be more pointed than what is
here contained, to the person and glories of Jesus? And | beg
the Reader to remark yet farther, that in the delightful
method he hath here adopted of asking his name, and his
Son's name; is it not decided by saying that his name then
was secret, which hereafter was to be revealed openly. Jacob
asked his name and it was then secret, Genesis 32:29. Moses
at the bush desired also to have some name of authority to
go by, and all he learnt was, that it was a Being self-existent,
and eternal, that could, and would give a being to all his
promises, / am, that I am, Exodus 3:14. And Manoah was told
to the same amount, Judges 13:18

PROVERBS 30:7-9

Two things have | required of thee; deny me them not before I
die: Remove far from me vanity and lies: give me neither poverty
nor riches; feed me with food convenient for me: Lest | be full,
and deny thee, and say, Who is the LORD? or lest | be poor, and
steal, and take the name of my God in vain.

Here is the memorable prayer of Agur. In every point of view,
as respecting providence and grace, it is very full. Reader!
when a child of Gop hath learnt with full assurance of faith to
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commit his soul into the hands of CHRIST, he finds the greater
confidence to depend upon a faithful Gop in CHRrisT for the
supplies of the body. He that saveth the greater will be sure
to provide for the less.

PRoOVERBS 30:10-14

Accuse not a servant unto his master, lest he curse thee, and thou
be found guilty. There is a generation that curseth their father,
and doth not bless their mother. There is a generation that are
pure in their own eyes, and yet is hot washed from their filthiness.
There is a generation, O how lofty are their eyes! and their eyelids
are lifted up. There is a generation, whose teeth are as swords,
and their jaw teeth as knives, to devour the poor from off the
earth, and the needy from among men.

All the several generations here spoken of are to be
accounted for the same way. Every unawakened sinner is
sleeping in the security of self-confidence, and his eyes have
never been opened to see the spots of his own soul. And
how then shall he be washed from his filthiness who denieth,
because he knoweth not his own uncleanness. How sweet
that prayer of David: Cleanse thou me from secret faults,
Psalm 19:12. And how becoming that prayer of the leper:
LorD! iIf thou wilt thou canst make me clean, Matthew 8:2.
Reader! can you adopt the language of both? If so, surely you
are not of the generation Agur speaks of.

PROVERBS 30:15-33

The horseleach hath two daughters, crying, Give, give. There are
three things that are never satisfied, yea, four things say not, It is
enough: The grave; and the barren womb; the earth that is not
filled with water; and the fire that saith not, It is enough. The eye
that mocketh at his father, and despiseth to obey his mother, the
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ravens of the valley shall pick it out, and the young eagles shall
eat it. There be three things which are too wonderful for me, yea,
four which 1 know not: The way of an eagle in the air; the way of
a serpent upon a rock; the way of a ship in the midst of the sea;
and the way of a man with a maid. Such is the way of an
adulterous woman; she eateth, and wipeth her mouth, and saith, |
have done no wickedness. For three things the earth is disquieted,
and for four which it cannot bear: For a servant when he reigneth;
and a fool when he is filled with meat; For an odious woman when
she is married; and an handmaid that is heir to her mistress.
There be four things which are little upon the earth, but they are
exceeding wise: The ants are a people not strong, yet they
prepare their meat in the summer; The conies are but a feeble
folk, yet make they their houses in the rocks; The locusts have no
king, yet go they forth all of them by bands; The spider taketh
hold with her hands, and is in kings' palaces. There be three
things which go well, yea, four are comely in going: A lion which is
strongest among beasts, and turneth not away for any; A
greyhound; an he goat also; and a king, against whom there is no
rising up. If thou hast done foolishly in lifting up thyself, or if thou
hast thought evil, lay thine hand upon thy mouth. Surely the
churning of milk bringeth forth butter, and the wringing of the
nose bringeth forth blood: so the forcing of wrath bringeth forth
strife.

I include the whole of these verses into one reading. They are
all descriptive of one and the same thing, namely, the depth
of iniquity in the human heart, which, as the LorD hath said
by the Prophet, none but He that searcheth the heart, and
trieth the reins can know, Jeremiah 17:9-10. But reader! what
a strength of argument do all these things furnish, to endear,
and make interesting, JEsus, and his great salvation. Where,
or to whom, blessed LorD, can such poor polluted creatures
as are here described, look for deliverance, but to thee, who
art the LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS! Reader! while
meditating these things, and learning therefrom the universal
depravity and corruption of the heart, can you join issue in
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that blessed scripture, in a consciousness of being the happy
partaker of it? And such were some of you: but ye are
washed: but ye are sanctified,; but ye are justified in the name
of the Lorp Jesus, and by the SpiriT of our Gop, 1 Corinthians
6:11

Reflections

BLESSED LorD Jesus! | desire to adore thee, for having added
to all thy servants the Prophets in their testimonies
concerning thee, this charming portion of Agur. Indeed, O
LorD, | cannot but accept what is here said by him, as
referring to thee. For who is the /thie/ of the scripture, but
JESUS? And who is the Ucal of his people, but He, that is the
LorD our righteousness, mighty to save? | may well find
interest in the words of Agur; for I can truly say with him, as
referring to nature, void of thy divine teaching; / am more
brutish than any man, and have not the understanding of a
man. And hadst thou not, by the teaching of thy blessed
SPIRIT, brought me acquainted with thyself, I might have been
forever asking, without obtaining an answer: what is the
name of JEHOVAH; and what the name of JEsus? But now,
LorD, through thy grace preventing me, | do know thee, and
desire to love thee, and to live to thee, and rejoice in thee.
And because of the savor of thy good ointments thy name is
as ointment poured forth. They that know thy name, will put
their trust in thee.

Matchless Instructor! let all the divine parables of thy word,

be opened and explained to me by thyself. May | see in them,
and through them, CHRIST JEsus; and then in Him I shall find
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all I need. And, however, to the unwakened, they may remain
as a vision sealed, yet if thou, LORD, wilt open mine eyes, 1
shall see the wondrous things of thy law.

Chapter 31

Contents

This chapter, like the former, is styled a prophecy. And
whether written, as some think, by Solormon, and others not;
yet as in form and manner it is exactly like the former, it
forms a very proper conclusion to the book of Proverbs.

PROVERBS 31:1
The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught
him.

Many construe Lemuel, for Solomon:. for as the name
Jeddidiah, beloved of the LorD, was given him, over and
above that of Solomon:. So Lemuel, which signifies one for
Gop, they think may be his also. 2Sam 12:25. But this is but
conjecture. Taught of his mother, should seem to carry with
it, that it means no more than that the mother of Lemuel
brought him up, as all pious parents are taught to do, in the
nurture and admonition of the LorD, Ephesians 6:4.

PROVERBS 31:2-7
What, my son? and what, the son of my womb? and what, the son
of my vows? Give not thy strength unto women, nor thy ways to
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that which destroyeth kings. It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not
for kings to drink wine; nor for princes strong drink: Lest they
drink, and forget the law, and pervert the judgment of any of the
afflicted. Give strong drink unto him that is ready to perish, and
wine unto those that be of heavy hearts. Let him drink, and
forget his poverty, and remember his misery no more.

What is the strong drink here alluded to, but the rich wine of
the gospel? The feast of marrow, and of wine on the lees,
which the LorD of hosts hath made for all people, in the
mountain of the LORD’S house.

If the Reader would see both the fulness and fatness of this
feast, | refer him to the account of it, Isaiah 25:6-8.

PROVERBS 31:8-9

Open thy mouth for the dumb in the cause of all such as are
appointed to destruction. Open thy mouth, judge righteously, and
plead the cause of the poor and needy.

When a poor sinner hath once had his mouth and heart
opened by grace, the same LorD that wrought the work in
grace, will open it also in praise. And then he that hath found
mercy, will plead for mercy, 1 Peter 4:10.

PROVERBS 31:10-31

Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies.
The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, so that he shall
have no need of spoil. She will do him good and not evil all the
days of her life. She seeketh wool, and flax, and worketh willingly
with her hands. She is like the merchants' ships; she bringeth her
food from afar. She riseth also while it is yet night, and giveth
meat to her household, and a portion to her maidens. She
considereth a field, and buyeth it: with the fruit of her hands she
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planteth a vineyard. She girdeth her loins with strength, and
strengtheneth her arms. She perceiveth that her merchandise is
good: her candle goeth not out by night. She layeth her hands to
the spindle, and her hands hold the distaff. She stretcheth out her
hand to the poor; yea, she reacheth forth her hands to the needy.
She is not afraid of the snow for her household: for all her
household are clothed with scarlet. She maketh herself coverings
of tapestry; her clothing is silk and purple. Her husband is known
in the gates, when he sitteth among the elders of the land. She
maketh fine linen, and selleth it; and delivereth girdles unto the
merchant. Strength and honour are her clothing; and she shall
rejoice in time to come. She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and
in her tongue is the law of kindness. She looketh well to the ways
of her household, and eateth not the bread of idleness. Her
children arise up, and call her blessed; her husband also, and he
praiseth her. Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou
excellest them all. Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a
woman that feareth the LORD, she shall be praised. Give her of
the fruit of her hands; and let her own works praise her in the
gates.

This is a very beautiful description of a virtuous woman. But is
it not the church of CHrisT, that is intended by it? As the
scriptures are full of the praises of CHrIST, so we find in many
portions of the word, similar commendations of the church’s
beauty. For being made comely by the comeliness which he
hath put upon her, she is lovely in his eyes, and no spot is
found in her, Song of Solomon 4:7. In Psalm 45, we have a
very delightful account given of the church, to which I refer.
And the whole book of the Songs, is full of nothing less than
the mutual love between CHrRIST and his church. If the Reader
will compare what is here said concerning the virtuous
woman, and what is said in the scriptures | have referred to,
as well as other parts of the word of Gob, in reference to the
church, he will find that, however individually considered, it
may be said of every child of Gob what is here rehearsed; yet,
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it is collectively spoken of the Bride, the LAmB’s wife,
Revelation 21:2-9. Of her as appearing in the eyes of JEsus, it
may be truly said; Many daughters have done excellently, but
she excelleth them all.

Reflections

AND now, Reader, having gone over this book of the
Proverbs, and having seen that in many parts of them, it is of
JESus they principally treat; | would desire to close this part of
the sacred word, with referring all that hath been offered by
way of comment, to the goodness and forbearance of the
LORD; beseeching him to pardon the whole, and to let his
strength be perfected in human weakness. If Jesus be the
wisdom here intended to be set forth (as in many parts of this
book, what is said concerning wisdom can be applicable to
none but him) it will be our happiest improvement of this
delightful scripture, to seek after CHrIST in, and through all. In
JEsus we behold the constellation of wisdom, all the properties
of it, concentered in his one Person. The divine, and human
nature, forming one glorious Mediator, the power ot Gob, and
the wisdom of Gob, for salvation to a lost world. In all his
offices also, all his characters, as well as in the constitution of
his person, wisdom shines out in full splendor. Here mercy
and truth meet together: righteousness and peace have
kissed each other. Blessed Jesus! thou art wisdom itself; even
the wisdom of Gob in a mystery! And in thee are hid a// the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge. VVouchsafe, dear LORD,
both to him that writes, and to him that reads, such suited
proportions as may make us wise unto salvation through the
faith that is in thyself. And let our souls be living under the
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gracious illuminations of thy holy SpirIT here below until we
come to the everlasting.enjoyment of thee in glory for
evermore.
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ECCLESIASTES

OR, THE PREACHER.

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

WE have here another of the Books of Solomon, and written,
as the one that precedes it, and as the one that follows,
under the Spirit of inspiration.

The title of the book, Ecclesiastes, implies a Preachment. And,
indeed, the whole scope of it, is to this end. And Solomon the
Preacher of it (which is the title he hath assumed upon the
occasion) carries with it the idea of gathering together,
confirms the same. | hesitate not to ascribe this little volume
to Solomon, because the first verse proves as much. For
though he doth not call himself by name; yet as no son of
David was king of Jerusalem but Solomon, it follows by
undeniable consequence, that it could be no other than he.

The great design which the HoLy GHOST seems to have
intended from the use of it in the church, was, to teach the
emptiness and vanity of all things here below, to satisfy the
desires of immortal souls. And nothing could have been more
happily chosen, than in the example of the wisest and
greatest of all the kings of the earth, to set forth this leading,
and important truth. And, as the conviction of this doctrine
must, under the blessed SrIRIT'S teaching, be made
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instrumental to lead the heart to CHRIST, here we discover in
this book of Gop, one gracious method more, to make men
wise unto salvation through the faith that is in CHRIST JESUS.

In respect to the #ime, in which Solomon committed these
golden sayings to paper, writers are rather divided in opinion
concerning it. But the most part have concluded, that it was
towards the close of his life; inasmuch as the whole seems to
be practical and experimental conclusions, which a soul
taught by grace, would make from serious reflections on
human life. Everything void of JEsus, being, as this Preacher's
constant text expresses it, Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.

I shall not think it necessary to detain the Reader any longer
with General Observations, from immediately entering on the
perusal of this book of Gob. But while I look up for grace, and
the teachings of the SpIRIT, to guide me through it, | pray the
Reader to have his eyes directed to the same Almighty Guide;
that either by immediate declaration, or by direct allusion, we
may both be led to see, that to CHRIST and his one-finished
salvation, the whole refers; in Him the whole is beautifully
explained; and He, and He alone, is the Centre to which
JEHovAH all along intended everything should he gathered, in
the dispensation of time, when CHRIST should be presented as
the Head of the Church, which is his body, the fulness of Him
that filleth all in all.

CHAPTER 1

CONTENTS

Under a great variety of evidences, taken from the
circumstances of human life, and everything around, the
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Preacher fully proves the total inability of all the outward
circumstances of nature to constitute happiness.

ECCLESIASTES 1:1
The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem.

The book opens very properly with the name, or rather the
office and connection of the Author, and the purport of his
sermon. Where the mane of Solomon is, there is sure to be
found wisdom. How much more with that of Jesus, in whom
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge?
Colossians 2:3.

ECCLESIASTES 1:2
Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, vanity of vanities; all /s
vanity.

This may be considered as the one text of Solomon's whole
discourse. He takes this for his subject; and all that follows is
in confirmation of it. And Reader! | beseech you, as you pass
along, to mark with me the opposite to this vanity, which is
found in CHRIST. You will discover, in exact proportion, that as
all Solomon advanceth in his subject, so the proof of the
vanity of everything out of CHRIST, tends in confirmation of it,
and the contrast will be of the durable riches and
righteousness found /7 CHRIST.

ECCLESIASTES 1:3-11

What profit hath a man of all his labour which he taketh under the
sun? (4) One generation passeth away, and another generation
cometh: but the earth abideth for ever. (5) The sun also ariseth,
and the sun goeth down, and hasteth to his place where he arose.
(6) The wind goeth toward the south, and turneth about unto the
north; it whirleth about continually, and the wind returneth again
according to his circuits. (7) All the rivers run into the sea; yet the
sea /s not full; unto the place from whence the rivers come,
thither they return again. (8) All things are full of labour; man
cannot utter /. the eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor the ear



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

filled with hearing. (9) The thing that hath been, it /s that which
shall be; and that which is done /s that which shall be done: and
there is no new thing under the sun. (10) Is there any thing
whereof it may be said, See, this /s new? it hath been already of
old time, which was before us. (11) 7here /s no remembrance of
former things, neither shall there be any remembrance of things
that are to come with those that shall come after.

Nothing can be more beautiful, by way of illustrating the
Preacher's text and doctrine, than the representation of the
things here chosen. What is the labour of one man, or the
indolence of another? To what purpose are the ills of the
poor, or the pleasures of the rich? let the different objects of
their different pursuits, be looked into, and the ultimate end
of all is one and the same; namely, all are directed to make
provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof, Romans
13:14. But while the fashions of the world, with all its
different pursuits, end in vanity; let the subject be considered
as it relates to CHRIST, and here all things become certain,
solid, and substantial. Everlasting profit here will be found in
that pursuit, which is directed in labouring for the bread that
perisheth not. And let what will of worldly generations pass
away, and others of the same kind succeed them; yet the
children of CHRIST shall continue, and their seed shall be
established before the LORD. Psalm 102:28.

ECCLESIASTES 1:12-18

I the Preacher was king over Israel in Jerusalem. (13) And I gave
my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning all things
that are done under heaven: this sore travail hath God given to
the sons of man to be exercised therewith. (14) | have seen all
the works that are done under the sun; and, behold, all /s vanity
and vexation of spirit. (15) 7hat which is crooked cannot be made
straight: and that which is wanting cannot be numbered. (16) I
communed with mine own heart, saying, Lo, | am come to great
estate, and have gotten more wisdom than all they that have
been before me in Jerusalem: yea, my heart had great experience
of wisdom and knowledge. (17) And | gave my heart to know
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wisdom, and to know madness and folly: | perceived that this also
is vexation of spirit. (18) For in much wisdom /s much grief: and
he that increaseth knowledge increaseth sorrow.

In these verses are contained what must ever be considered
as the grand part of a sermon, where the doctrine is brought
to proof, and where the subject doth not rest upon mere
saying a thing is so, but the most undeniable evidences are
given of it: Solomon brings forward his witness in proof. Here
is a man produced, who lived it all over himself, and proved it
to be very vanity. He surly was well qualified to make trial: for
he possessed more than any man before him ever did; to
make trial of. He had riches, wealth, strength, opulence,
servants, and every requisite to make life happy, if happiness
could consist in the abundance of the things which a man
possessed. And Solomon super-added to all these, an extent
of knowledge and wisdom, far superior to every other, to seek
and contrive that which might best promise success in the
attainment. But what was the result? The Preacher still abides
by his text, and in the conclusion declares, that he perceived
that this also became vexation of spirit. Reader! do not fail to
make your own observations as you go, and if the Sp/r/iT of
wisdom be your Teacher, the conclusion of Solomon will
correspond with your own: and his sentiment will be echoed
in your heart, in relation to all earthly pursuits: Vanity of
vanities, saith the Preacher; all is vanity!

REFLECTIONS

PAUSE, my soul, over this Chapter; and when thou hast
gathered together, into one point of view, the several weighty
truths contained in it, sit down and sum up the very solemn
lessons which it reads to thee. Vanity of vanities, indeed, are
all the pursuits of human life, however diversified they may
be: for where CHRIST is not, there can be nothing solid,
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nothing substantial. And could the world, amidst its
numberless avocations and amusements, hear but the voice
which speaks loudly and unceasingly in exit, they would hear
an echo to Solomon's words in every instance, Though all are
in pursuit of happiness; all err in that pursuit. And whether it
be the rich, or the great, or the vain, or the noble, the close is
the same to all. 7he deep saith it is not in me: and the sea
saith it is not with me. It cannot be gotten for gold,; neither
shall silver be weighed for the price thereof.

From all the vanities, and follies, and pursuits of life, do thou,
my soul, turn to Jesus. He saith, and the truth is
unquestionable, / will cause those that love me to inherit
substance, and | will fill their measures. Precious, precious
Jesus! be thou my portion; for in thee | shall enjoy all things.
And whether men speak well, or speak ill; whether creatures
smile, or frown: whether my frames are bright, or dark; lively,
or dull; yet Jesus, and his salvation, is a portion to live upon
forever. And on thee, LORD, therefore, may my soul fix, and
dwell and rejoice in thee, as my only good here, and my
everlasting happiness to all eternity hereafter. Amen.

CHAPTER 2

CONTENTS

In this Chapter the Preacher prosecutes still further the
doctrine of the emptiness of creatures, to give happiness.
Having in the former Chapter stated the subject in general, he
here enters into particulars, in proof that all is vanity.

ECCLESIASTES 2:1-11

| said in mine heart, Go to now, | will prove thee with mirth,
therefore enjoy pleasure: and, behold, this also /s vanity. (2) |
said of laughter, /t /s mad: and of mirth, What doeth it? (3) I
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sought in mine heart to give myself unto wine, yet acquainting
mine heart with wisdom; and to lay hold on folly, till I might see
what was that good for the sons of men, which they should do
under the heaven all the days of their life. (4) | made me great
works; | builded me houses; | planted me vineyards: (5) | made
me gardens and orchards, and | planted trees in them of all Aind
of fruits: (6) | made me pools of water, to water therewith the
wood that bringeth forth trees: (7) | got me servants and
maidens, and had servants born in my house; also | had great
possessions of great and small cattle above all that were in
Jerusalem before me: (8) | gathered me also silver and gold, and
the peculiar treasure of kings and of the provinces: |1 gat me men
singers and women singers, and the delights of the sons of men,
as musical instruments, and that of all sorts. (9) So | was great,
and increased more than all that were before me in Jerusalem:
also my wisdom remained with me. (10) And whatsoever mine
eyes desired | kept not from them, | withheld not my heart from
any joy; for my heart rejoiced in all my labour: and this was my
portion of all my labour. (11) Then I looked on all the works that
my hands had wrought, and on the labour that | had laboured to
do: and, behold, all was vanity and vexation of spirit, and there
was no profit under the sun.

Here is a very faithful account of those things in which carnal
men place their chief good. Mirth, and wine; and houses of
vermillion and cedar, silver and gold; men servants, and maid
servants; horses, and equipage; music, and no doubt dancing,
also; with, in short, everything that might gratify the flesh
with its affections and lusts. Reader! pause, | beseech you,
over this account; and then take a look, if it be but a short
one, of the present state of things around; and say, if
Solomon had drawn this representation not for himself, but
for the world, in this nineteenth century of Christianity, could
the picture have been more accurate? Would it not excite the
pity of an angel could he be supposed to be looking on, to see
the multitude of those who call themselves the followers of
the humble Redeemer, so deeply engaged in the reverse of
what his blessed gospel teacheth. The Man of Uz hath drawn
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a similar picture of the carnal in his day. Job 21:7-15. And
Asaph, hath taught us, what effect such characters have in
the exercises of the faithful. Psalm 73:3-13.

ECCLESIASTES 2:12-13

And | turned myself to behold wisdom, and madness, and folly:
for what can the man do that cometh after the king? even that
which hath been already done. (13) Then | saw that wisdom
excelleth folly, as far as light excelleth darkness.

What a striking conclusion doth the Preacher make of the
whole in those verses? And how much the experience of men
in all ages comes to the same termination. Reader! depend
upon it, nothing out of CHRIST, nothing but CHRIST himself, can
satisfy the desires of an immortal soul. The rich fool in the
gospel, was a fool indeed, who said to his soul, Eat, drink,
and be merry. For the soul can truly relish nothing that is
carnal. Luke 12:19, 20. It was a blessed thing that Solomon
was taught to make after all his pursuits this conclusion. And
it is our mercy that he was commissioned to leave his
testimony of it upon record!

ECCLESIASTES 2:14-15

The wise man's eyes are in his head; but the fool walketh in
darkness: and | myself perceived also that one event happeneth
to them all. (15) Then said | in my heart, As it happeneth to the
fool, so it happeneth even to me; and why was | then more wise?
Then | said in my heart, that this also /s vanity.

It is worth the Reader's close observation, that Solomon,
having in the foregoing verses ascertained the little
pretensions that arise from sensual gratifications to
happiness; in these verses he sets himself to make a similar
estimate of those pleasures which arise from mental
enjoyments. And he proves that those, like the former, are
alike vain and unsatisfying. Reader! follow the Preacher's
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observations with your own. Wherein is happiness to be
found? among the book-worms, and the studious of the
earth? If CHRIST be not the object of pursuit; what, less
than vanity marks all? The termination to the worldly wise
and the fool, is one and the same. All is vanity.

ECCLESIASTES 2:16-26

For there is no remembrance of the wise more than of the fool for
ever; seeing that which now /s in the days to come shall all be
forgotten. And how dieth the wise mar? as the fool. (17)
Therefore | hated life; because the work that is wrought under the
sun /s grievous unto me: for all /s vanity and vexation of spirit.
(18) Yea, | hated all my labour which | had taken under the sun:
because | should leave it unto the man that shall be after me.
(19) And who knoweth whether he shall be a wise man or a fool?
yet shall he have rule over all my labour wherein | have laboured,
and wherein | have shewed myself wise under the sun. This /s
also vanity. (20) Therefore | went about to cause my heart to
despair of all the labour which | took under the sun. (21) For
there is a man whose labour /s in wisdom, and in knowledge, and
in equity; yet to a man that hath not laboured therein shall he
leave it for his portion. This also /s vanity and a great evil. (22) For
what hath man of all his labour, and of the vexation of his heart,
wherein he hath laboured under the sun? (23) For all his days are
sorrows, and his travail grief; yea, his heart taketh not rest in the
night. This is also vanity. (24) There /s nothing better for a man,
than that he should eat and drink, and that he should make his
soul enjoy good in his labour. This also | saw, that it was from the
hand of God. (25) For who can eat, or who else can hasten
hereunto, more than 1? (26) For God giveth to a man that /s good
in his sight wisdom, and knowledge, and joy: but to the sinner he
giveth travail, to gather and to heap up, that he may give to Aim
that /s good before God. This also /s vanity and vexation of spirit.

The Preacher, having fully and clearly ascertained, that both
sensual pleasures and mental pursuits after human learning,
void of divine knowledge, are alike full of disappointment,
proceeds now to show the entire vanity and emptiness of
human life, in its present fallen state, to give comfort. And if
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the Reader is brought, under the divine teaching, to learn
therefrom the total insufficiency of all things here below, to
afford solid and substantial happiness to the soul; the great
object intended from this scripture is answered. The picture
here drawn of human life, is made exactly to correspond to
what it really is. Somewhat is wanting after our review, or
even our enjoyment of the whole, to constitute happiness. So
that let a man eat, or drink; let him study to excel his
neighbour in all human science; vanity of vanities marks all;
for all is vanity and vexation of spirit.

REFLECTIONS

READER! | charge it upon you to take with you the evidences
which arise out of this Chapter, in favour of Jesus and his
salvation. Surely the Preacher intended, by this way of
preaching, in showing negatively what human pleasures and
human learning are not, to proclaim most loudly what CHRIST
and his graces are. For if all short of CHRIST be vanity; and
CHRIST himself be the chief, the only, the substantial good;
what happier method amid the wise man have adopted, in
thus appealing to the experience of mankind, under the
different characters of it, that it is JEsus only who can cause
them that love him to inherit substance, and to fill their
measures.

My soul! pause thou over the account. Look at the world as it
now is, as well as in Solomon's days what it then was. What is
the generality, nay, the vast majority of the world, pursuing?
How are men everywhere around thee engaged. Be their case
what it may; yet are not all, under whatever form their
different pursuits are directed, engaged /n making provision
for the flesh to fulfil the lusts thereof? Mark them leisurely.
Behold each and every one. And figure to thyself, what
indeed is no figure, but reality. Behold what is continually

10
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going forth in awful fulfilment; one here, and another there,
by whom that voice is heard, 7hou fool, this night shall thy
soul be required of thee!

Precious Jesus! from such views, oh grant my soul to turn to
thee! Give me betimes to see, and know, thy value; and day
by day to be leaving all these hollow, and deceitful pleasures,
for the enjoyment of the Supreme Good. Oh! let me so know
thee, as to live upon thee, to live to thee, and to rejoice in
thee, as my portion. And do thou, dearest LORD, so manifest
thyself to my soul, in all the fulness, sweetness, and
suitableness, of thy love and favor, that the love of all
creature excellencies may die away in my esteem. Let the
language of my soul be, Whom have I in heaven but thee:
and there is none upon earth that | desire besides thee. My
flesh and my heart faileth: but thou art the strength of my
heart, and thou art my portion for ever.

CHAPTER 3
CONTENTS

Under several very interesting representations, the Preacher
continues in this Chapter to follow up the same subject, as in
the former. The mutability of all things here below, Is
strikingly set forth; and the unchangeableness of GoOD’s
purposes clearly established.

ECCLESIASTES 3:1-8

To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose
under the heaven: (2) A time to be born, and a time to die; a time
to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted; (3) A time
to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to
build up; (4) A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to
mourn, and a time to dance; (5) A time to cast away stones, and

11
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a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time
to refrain from embracing; (6) A time to get, and a time to lose; a
time to keep, and a time to cast away; (7) A time to rend, and a
time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; (8) A
time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of
peace.

I cannot but be led to suppose, that the HoLy GHOST had some
special design in what is here said respecting times and
seasons; and, especially, as it is set forth under so great a
variety of terms. If we consider what the Preacher here saith,
spiritually, there is indeed to everything /n grace a season,
and a blessed season it forms, when the sinner is born of
Gob, and to Gob; and dead to sin, and delivered both from
the guilt and dominion of sin. Blessed Jesus! what a sweet
thought is it, that my times are in thy hands. Psalm 31:15.

ECCLESIASTES 3:9-15

What profit hath he that worketh in that wherein he laboureth?
(10) I have seen the travail, which God hath given to the sons of
men to be exercised in it. (11) He hath made every thing beautiful
in his time: also he hath set the world in their heart, so that no
man can find out the work that God maketh from the beginning to
the end. (12) I know that there is no good in them, but for a man
to rejoice, and to do good in his life. (13) And also that every man
should eat and drink, and enjoy the good of all his labour, it /s the
gift of God. (14) | know that, whatsoever God doeth, it shall be
for ever: nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken from it: and
God doeth /t, that men should fear before him. (15) That which
hath been is now; and that which is to be hath already been; and
God requireth that which is past.

From the fluctuating state of things, as they refer to men,
the Preacher makes a beautiful transition in those verses, to
the permanent and settled things of Gob, and his purposes.
Here, indeed, as the Preacher saith, everything is beautiful
in its time and order. In things of nature, providence, and

12
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grace, we may well cry out, as we contemplate them; /n
wisdom hast thou made them all. Psalm 104:24.

ECCLESIASTES 3:16-22

And moreover | saw under the sun the place of judgment, that
wickedness was there; and the place of righteousness, that
iniquity was there. (17) | said in mine heart, God shall judge the
righteous and the wicked: for there /s a time there for every
purpose and for every work. (18) | said in mine heart concerning
the estate of the sons of men, that God might manifest them, and
that they might see that they themselves are beasts. (19) For that
which befalleth the sons of men befalleth beasts; even one thing
befalleth them: as the one dieth, so dieth the other; yea, they
have all one breath; so that a man hath no preeminence above a
beast: for all /s vanity. (20) All go unto one place; all are of the
dust, and all turn to dust again. (21) Who knoweth the spirit of
man that goeth upward, and the spirit of the beast that goeth
downward to the earth? (22) Wherefore | perceive that there is
nothing better, than that a man should rejoice in his own works;
for that /s his portion: for who shall bring him to see what shall be
after him?

We have here a very solemn but just description of the state
of man upon earth: and a suitable reflection made upon it,
from the common event, which takes place on the mere
animal life, both of man and beast. And hence, the preacher
draws a fine picture, in proof of the corrupt, and frequently
mistaken judgment, among men, to confirm the certainty of
the divine administration. Here, indeed, opens a large scope
for meditation, amidst all the various sorrows which spring
out of oppression, and unjust judgment, to take comfort in
the righteous government of Gob. What Solomon said, the
breast of every enlightened mind loudly bears testimony to;
Gobp shall judge the righteous and the wicked. And oh!
Reader, how additionally blessed is the thought, that He, who
is the appointed judge of quick and dead, is Jesus. John 5:22,
27. Acts 17:31.

13
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REFLECTIONS

MY, soul! learn from the solemn observations of the Preacher
to enquire, whether in the times and seasons which he saith
there are to every purpose under heaven, thou hast found the
time of the new birth, and the time of a real death unto sin
and a life unto righteousness? Hast thou known the time of
the LorD’s planting thee in grace, and thy reaping in mercy?
Hast thou marked the season, when the HoLy GHoST killed in
thee the lusts of the flesh, and taught thee to crucify the
affections of it by his power? Are the strong holds of sin
broken down, and is the spiritual life of grace in Jesus built
up? Hath the LorD given to thee holy seasons of mourning for
sin, and refreshing recoveries, by the blood and righteousness
of CHRIST, to make thine heart leap for joy? See, my soul,
whether these things are in thy evidences of the new life, and
thou hast truly found those changes in the times, and
seasons, of a dying world, which is hastening away, and
which mark not the life of the ungodly, in their purposes
under heaven.

And! blessed Jesus teach me when | see the place of
judgment among men, and behold the oppression of thy
people often there; teach me to look beyond this state of
things, and contemplate thy righteous administration. The
time is hastening, when thou wilt come to judge the world in
righteousness, and minister true judgment unto the people.
At thy tribunal, every cause will be reheard. By thine unerring
sentence, true judgment will be administered. And while the
unpardoned transgressors may meditate terror for the
prospect of this great day, do thou, my soul, hail the LORD’S
approach with joy. Yes! righteous LorD, thou wilt come to
plead the cause of thine injured people, and to deliver them
that are oppressed with wrong. Lift up thine head, O my soul,
and frequently meditate thy LORD'S coming. Jesus will
assuredly manifest himself in that day to all his people as

14
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their brother, while he is their judge; and he who is now their
Redeemer, will be their portion and glory forever. Amen.

CHAPTER 4

CONTENTS

The Preacher is still prosecuting the same subject, of the
insufficiency of all things here below to give comfort. And
the whole chapter is but one and the same train of
reasoning on this important point.

ECCLESIASTES 4:1

So | returned, and considered all the oppressions that are done
under the sun: and behold the tears of such as were oppressed,
and they had no comforter; and on the side of their oppressors
there was power; but they had no comforter.

It is impossible not to be struck with the strength of argument
which the Preacher makes use of, in order to enforce the
doctrine of human vanity. In whatever way he directs his
attention, and whatever object meets his eye, he seems to
raise sermons from everything to lead to the same conclusion.
And it is yet more remarkable, that what Solomon saw and
observed in his day, every reflecting mind may equally
behold, and draw the same conclusions now in our day:
human life is not changed, but vanity is still marked upon all.
Oh 1 how blessed it is, in confirmation of the vast and infinite
importance of the gospel of CHrIST! Where shall we look for
happiness, but to Jesus? We may well say, as the Apostle did,
LoRD, fo whom shall we go thou hast the words of eternal life.
John 6:68.

ECCLESIASTES 4:2
Wherefore | praised the dead which are already dead more than
the living which are yet alive.

15
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Solomon was not singular in this opinion: a voice from heaven
proclaimed the same, Revelation 14:13. But, Reader! it is
blessed to live, or die; provided we live, or die, in the LORD.
Paul's situation was the desirable one: Philippians 1:21.

ECCLESIASTES 4:3-6

Yea, better /s he than both they, which hath not yet been, who
hath not seen the evil work that is done under the sun. (4) Again,
I considered all travail, and every right work, that for this a man is
envied of his neighbour. This /s also vanity and vexation of spirit.
(5) The fool foldeth his hands together, and eateth his own flesh.
(6) Better /s an handful with quietness, than both the hands full
with travail and vexation of spirit.

If we read these verses, as they refer to the carnal,
graceless, and ungodly, how striking they are. What is life, in
all its highest attainments out of CHRIST? But if we read them
in reference to a soul in grace, the handful only with Jesus,
yea, the cup of cold water which Jesus gives, is blessed. This
is what the apostle calls, having nothing, and yet possessing
all things. 2 Corinthians 6:10.

ECCLESIASTES 4:7-8

Then | returned, and | saw vanity under the sun. (8) There is one
alone, and there /s not a second; yea, he hath neither child nor
brother: yet /s there no end of all his labour; neither is his eye
satisfied with riches; neither sajithh he, For whom do | labour, and
bereave my soul of good? This /s also vanity, yea, it /s a sore
travail.

By vanity under the sun, surely the HoLy GHOST meant to
teach his people, that all above it is satisfying. So that here
indirectly, the HoLy SpiriT is following up his gracious office
in glorifying CHRIST. And in the instance which the Preacher
hath given of a worldling, whose carnal eye is never
satisfied, and whose carnal heart can never say, It is
enough! he hath finely represented, though it is a mournful
sight, the general character of fallen men. Reader! look
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round in every direction: survey the various instances in
human life, and say, whether the world at large, in the
endless pursuits of things of the world, is not thus
employed. Oh! what a decided proof of man's ruin by the
fall! Blessed Jesus! what but thy glorious undertaking, in
redemption, could have gathered thy people out of it?

ECCLESIASTES 4:9-12

Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for
their labour. (10) For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow: but
woe to him that /s alone when he falleth; for he hath not another
to help him up. (11) Again, if two lie together, then they have
heat: but how can one be warm alone? (12) And if one prevail
against him, two shall withstand him; and a threefold cord is not
quickly broken.

If we spiritualize these verses, they will be beautiful and
instructive. For if Jesus and my soul be the two here spoken
of, sure | am, that I shall be lifted up whensoever 1 fall. In
every place, and upon every occasion, my advantages will be
great indeed. | shall find warmth, and life, and light, and love.
But without Jesus, there is a woe indeed, and a fatal fall: for
who but Jesus, can raise a fallen sinner? In his strength | shall
be strong, and if thus joined to the LORD JEsus by one SPIRIT,
even GobD the HoLy GHosT, here is a three-fold cord, which
cannot be broken.

ECCLESIASTES 4:13-14

Better /s a poor and a wise child than an old and foolish king, who
will no more be admonished. (14) For out of prison he cometh to
reign; whereas also he that /s born in his kingdom becometh poor.

The sense of these verses is very plain. The folly spoken of in
scripture, means a state void of CHRIST, who is himself
wisdom. Poverty with Jesus is blessed. Any state, and every
state, without Jesus, is wretched. If we read this, or any other
part of scripture, when speaking of folly in this point of view,
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those two scriptures will beautifully illustrate and explain it.
The first is, Isaiah 27:11; and the second Job 28:28.

ECCLESIASTES 4:15-16
I considered all the living which walk under the sun, with the
second child that shall stand up in his stead. (16) 7here /s no end
of all the people, even of all that have been before them: they
also that come after shall not rejoice in him. Surely this also /s
vanity and vexation of spirit.

If we read those aphorisms of the Preacher without looking
for the explanations of them in the gospel, we shall be led to
consider them rather as the melancholy effusions of a mind
soured with life, than as the reflections of a wise and
prosperous king, who, from the experience of carnal vanities,
had formed those just conclusions, in order to lead the heart
to the pursuit of better things. Nothing can be more evident,
than that the HoLy GHosT designed from the public confession
of Solomon, on these interesting points, in which all men by
nature are so eagerly engaged, to teach, that the whole is
vanity. And from a full conviction; that all is vanity out of
CHRIST, to make this a means in his Almighty hand, to lead
the church to CHRIST. And these divine truths, when blessed
to this end, become blessed indeed! We have a beautiful and
comprehensive conclusion to this effect, in a verse of the
Psalms. Psalm 119:96.

REFLECTIONS

MY soul! hast thou learnt to form similar conclusions to the
Preacher from the same causes; and in a right estimate of
human life, made calculations what the close will be? Hast
thou beheld the tinge of vanity which is given to all, and
from hence directed thy views to all precious Jesus, the
complete, the soul-satisfying, the supreme, the only good?
Oh! thou the pearl of great price! in thee | find everything
that is substantial and satisfying: yea, durable riches and
righteousness. Possessing thee, thy church must possess all
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things: for thou art all in all to thy people. And what endears
thee, oh! thou lovely One, to the heart of all that know thee,
and enjoy thee, is, that thou art freely given, freely
bestowed by Gop our FATHER, without our deserts, without
our conscious want of thee, without our desire, nay, without
our first wishes, and even against all our natural dislike to
thee. Yes! blessed Jesust never should we have sought thee,
hadst thou not sought us: never should we have loved thee,
hadst thou not first loved us. But in the endless pursuit of
any, and every vanity rather than Jesus, would our poor,
blind, and deluded nature, have gone on, turning from one
creature comfort to another, until death had finished all, and
we had lain down in the silent grave, with sorrow and
disappointment!

Oh! ye that are now entering life, full of high prospects of
health and youth and the many gilded objects before you,
inviting you by their syren songs to ruin; oh! that the LorD
may give you to seek grace, to avoid being lost amidst the
deceitful pursuits of what the world calls pleasure. Look to
Solomon. Hear what the Preacher said. And before you have
run the mad round of vanity and folly, which can terminate
in nothing short of disappointment and vexation of spirit,
make now a right calculation. Look unto Jesus. Behold how
glorious in his person: how blessed in his grace and mercy!
how suited to the circumstances of poor, fallen, dying
creatures! Think, from what misery he can save—Think to
what happiness he can bring—How delightful his fellowship!
How sweet his society. And while he becomes all that the
soul can need now; how fully will he satisfy the soul to all
eternity? Hear, ye young; and the LorD direct your choice. It
is JEsus that calls at the entering in of the gates: and his
promise is like himself, unalterable and sure. He saith, / /ove
them that love me. and those that seek me early shall find
me.
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CHAPTER 5

CONTENTS

The Preacher here enters upon a view of sacred worship in
the house of Gop. He shows that all service void of spiritual
worship is vanity. This is followed with similar observations,
tending to prove that whatever men place their confidence in
the world, terminates in disappointment.

ECCLESIASTES 5:1-2

Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of God, and be more
ready to hear, than to give the sacrifice of fools: for they consider
not that they do evil. (2) Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not
thine heart be hasty to utter any thing before God: for God /s in
heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few.

Perhaps Solomon had in view the situation of Moses at the
bush, and of Joshua, before the captain of the LORD’S host,
by Jericho. Exodus 3:5. Joshua 5:13-15. But keeping the
foot, on entering the house of Gob, certainly carries with it
a reference to the corresponding affections suited to a true
spiritual worshipper. Under the gospel dispensation, we may
suppose it implies what our LorD Jesus taught of
worshipping Gob, who is a SPIRIT, /n spirit, and in truth.
John 4:23, 24.

ECCLESIASTES 5:3-7

For a dream cometh through the multitude of business; and a
fool's voice /s known by multitude of words. (4) When thou vowest
a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he hath no pleasure in
fools: pay that which thou hast vowed. (5) Better /s /t that thou
shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and not pay. (6)
Suffer not thy mouth to cause thy flesh to sin; neither say thou
before the angel, that it was an error: wherefore should God be
angry at thy voice, and destroy the work of thine hands? (7) For
in the multitude of dreams and many words there are also divers
vanities: but fear thou God.
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The divers vanities in dreams are what the Preacher is
particularly marking in what is here said, and which he
speaks lightly of: but not those in which the fear of Gob is.
The scripture account of dreams, and visions of the night, are
not what Solomon is speaking of. We know that the LORD
was graciously pleased to make use of them upon many and
various occasions of good: and when realized, they cease to
be dreams; for the divine testimony is upon them. And here
they cannot deceive. Elihu saith, that Gob speaketh in them:
Job 33:15, 16. And we have some blessed events said to
have been first given in dreams. The dream of Pharaoh made
way for great events not only in the family of Israel, but the
church itself. Genesis 41:1-16. The great promise of the
SPIRIT is said to be poured out in dreams, Joel 2:28. Yea, the
name of Jesus was first given to Joseph in a dream. Matthew
1:20, 21. If the Reader wishes to see more in confirmation of
this doctrine, | refer him to several scriptures: Genesis 20:3.
31:11. Ch. 28. Ch. 37. Joshua 7:13. 1 Samuel 28:6. 1 Kings
3:5. Daniel 2:4. 4:5, &c. Respecting the subject of vows, we
find, it formed a part of the divine directions in this particular,
with Israel in the wilderness, Numbers 30. Among the
followers of Jesus, the solemn dedication of the soul to Gob
in CHRIST, is the only vow which we are authorized to make.
The purchase of CHRIST'S blood is CHRIST'S property; and as
such, every vow truly such, is to glorify Gob in our body, and
in our spirit, which are his. 1 Corinthians 6:20. It is not very
easy to determine what the Preacher meant by the charge:
Say not before the angel, that it was an error. An angel, in
scripture, means a messenger and hence CHRIST himself as
such, is called the Messenger of the Covenant. Malachi 3:1.
But whether Solomon had an eye to CHRIST, when thus
speaking, is not clear. However, his caution is good. And if
every idle word is to be accounted for in the day of
judgment, rash and inconsiderate expressions of the mouth
cause the soul to sin. Matthew 12:36.

ECCLESIASTES 5:8-20
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If thou seest the oppression of the poor, and violent perverting of
judgment and justice in a province, marvel not at the matter: for
he that is higher than the highest regardeth; and there be higher
than they. (9) Moreover the profit of the earth is for all: the king
himself is served by the field. (10) He that loveth silver shall not
be satisfied with silver; nor he that loveth abundance with
increase: this /s also vanity. (11) When goods increase, they are
increased that eat them: and what good /s there to the owners
thereof, saving the beholding of them with their eyes? (12) The
sleep of a labouring man /s sweet, whether he eat little or much:
but the abundance of the rich will not suffer him to sleep. (13)
There is a sore evil which | have seen under the sun, namely,
riches kept for the owners thereof to their hurt. (14) But those
riches perish by evil travail: and he begetteth a son, and there /s
nothing in his hand. (15) As he came forth of his mother’'s womb,
naked shall he return to go as he came, and shall take nothing of
his labour, which he may carry away in his hand. (16) And this
also /s a sore evil, that in all points as he came, so shall he go:
and what profit hath he that hath laboured for the wind? (17) All
his days also he eateth in darkness, and Ae hath much sorrow and
wrath with his sickness. (18) Behold that which | have seen: /t is
good and comely for one to eat and to drink, and to enjoy the
good of all his labour that he taketh under the sun all the days of
his life, which God giveth him: for it /s his portion. (19) Every man
also to whom God hath given riches and wealth, and hath given
him power to eat thereof, and to take his portion, and to rejoice in
his labour; this /s the gift of God. (20) For he shall not much
remember the days of his life; because God answereth Aim in the
joy of his heart.

I make no interruption in the reading of these verses, for
one general observation belongs to all; and the Preacher's
whole design from them is to impress yet stronger upon the
mind, the great subject he hath in view. In everything short
of CHRIST, Solomon finds vanity. And whether the Reader
hath discovered his design in these sermons contained in
Ecclesiastes we have already gone through, or not; certain
it is, that the main object intended from the whole, is to
lead to somewhat higher than this world can bestow; and
that somewhat is CHRIST. Happy will it be for both Writer
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and Reader, if from the perusal, like Solomon himself, we
form the same conclusion, and in Jesus behold where Gobp
the FATHER hath centered all things that pertain to life and
godliness. 2 Peter 1:1-4.

REFLECTIONS

MY soul! are all things here below empty and unsatisfying:
and is there a rest that remaineth for the people of Gop? And
wilt thou not, then, after such repeated convictions as these
scriptures afford of human vanity and human disappointment,
be prompted, like the Patriarchs to seek a City that hath
founaations, whose builder and maker /s Gob. Enquire, my
soul, in the history of these holy men gone before, from what
cause it was that their lives were so peaceful, and
honourable; and their deaths so triumphant and glorious. And
the reason is assigned, in all that is said of them, 7hey walked
by faith, and not by sight. They did, as Abraham the great
father of the faithful did, they believed Gob, and it was
accounted to them for righteousness. They went out, when
called upon to go forth into a place which they should
afterwards receive for an inheritance, not knowing whither
they went. Gop had promised, and that was enough. They
took Gob at his word. And they were not afraid, but depended
upon his faithfulness.

Do thou, my soul, the same. GoD’s promise in CHRIST is the
same now as it was then: or rather, it is now confirmed
beyond the possibility of failure in that all the promised
undertaking of CHRIST hath been accomplished. Look
forward, look upward then, my soul, and contemplate the
glories which shortly shall be revealed. And when, at any
time, some renewed instance of vanity, arising from the
things here below, shall occur, turn away thine eyes, and
behold with faith that upper brighter world. There neither
sin, nor Satan; care, nor anxiety; fightings without, nor
fears within; can arise to break in upon thy everlasting
enjoyments. There dwells JEHOVAH, manifesting himself in
CHRIST to all his redeemed. There the LAwmB, that is in the
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midst of the throne, is leading the church to fountains of
living waters, and all tears are forever wiped away from off
all faces. Say, my soul! art thou indeed to dwell there—to
go out no more. Are these vanities here below no longer to
distress; neither these eyes of thine to behold sin? And
shall not even the prospect of such felicity, fill thee with a
joy unspeakable, and full of glory? Oh! for the holy longing
of the church; Make haste, my beloved, and be thou like to
a roe, or to a young hart, upon the mountains of spices.

CHAPTER 6

CONTENTS

The Preacher openeth this Chapter with a strong proof of
vanity in one man laying up for another; and the fruit of all
his labours enjoyed by a stranger. He shows that the longest
life spent in vanity, Is spent but in vexation of spirit. And he
arrives, at the close of the Chapter, to the same conclusion
as before.

ECCLESIASTES 6:1-2

There is an evil which | have seen under the sun, and it /s
common among men: (2) A man to whom God hath given riches,
wealth, and honour, so that he wanteth nothing for his soul of all
that he desireth, yet God giveth him not power to eat thereof, but
a stranger eateth it: this /s vanity, and it /s an evil disease.

I beg the Reader to observe with me, that in the gifts here
spoken of, no mention is made of grace. Riches, wealth, and
honour; that is, the world's honour, may be given to the most
worthless of men; but these are left-hand gifts in the common
providences of Gob. It is grace which is of the upper-spring
blessings. Never would the LorD have marked the path of his
children in the suffering way, if his glory, and their happiness,
had not been highly interested thereby. Reader! | take this
occasion to remark to you, what can never be too frequently,
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nor too strongly impressed upon the mind, that among the
mistakes of the carnal, the misinterpreting GoD’s providences
is a very principal one, to quiet and still their consciences.
Thousands conclude, that if they prosper in their worldly
concerns, this is a proof of divine love towards them; and that
therefore they are high in his favour. May the LorD deliver the
Reader from this delusion, if he should be at this time under
it. And though the reverse of this is not always the case, for
sometimes GoD’s dear children may be blessed in their
honourable and honest callings, yet so much to the contrary is
the case, that prosperity is always to be suspected. Who so
poor, so wretched, so great a man of sorrows as CHRIST?
What servant, what apostle of his, eminent for labours, but
hath been eminent for suffering also? Let the serious Reader
consult those two scriptures only upon the subject, without
adding more, and I will then leave him to his own comment
upon them: Job 21 and Psalm 73.

ECCLESIASTES 6:3-6

If a man beget an hundred children, and live many years, so that
the days of his years be many, and his soul be not filled with
good, and also that he have no burial; | say, that an untimely
birth /s better than he. (4) For he cometh in with vanity, and
departeth in darkness, and his name shall be covered with
darkness. (5) Moreover he hath not seen the sun, nor known any
thing. this hath more rest than the other. (6) Yea, though he live
a thousand years twice fold, yet hath he seen no good: do not all
go to one place?

The Preacher here proves, that prosperity, without grace,
though lengthened to the greatest period, still only tends to
swell the vanity and vexation of it, as the years are
lengthened. And what a melancholy thought is it, that the
continuance of those carnal powers, for the gratification of
the flesh, only serve to lead the heart further from Gopb,
rather than bring the heart fo Gop. Reader! nothing short of
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grace can accomplish this; and therefore, it must undeniably
follow, that without grace, nothing can constitute happiness.

ECCLESIASTES 6:7-12

All the labour of man /s for his mouth, and yet the appetite is not
filled. (8) For what hath the wise more than the fool? what hath
the poor, that knoweth to walk before the living? (9) Better /s the
sight of the eyes than the wandering of the desire: this /s also
vanity and vexation of spirit. (10) That which hath been is named
already, and it is known that it /s man: neither may he contend
with him that is mightier than he. (11) Seeing there be many
things that increase vanity, what /s man the better? (12) For who
knoweth what /s good for man in this life, all the days of his vain
life which he spendeth as a shadow? for who can tell a man what
shall be after him under the sun?

What a solemn consideration it is, that such and so clamorous
are the demands of the body, that the whole of men's labours
is directed to satisfy them. Though the whole world appear to
be directed in different pursuits, yet in reality the object
proposed is but one and the same; all is swallowed up in this
one, how to please the flesh! And so insatiable, and imperious
are its demands, that the appetite is never filled. Solomon's
guestion, therefore, in the close, is truly striking; who
knoweth what is good for man in such a life of vanity and
fleeting as a shadow! Reader! pause over the thought! Is life
so truly vain? Is it no better than a shadow? And is there
nothing to discover of certain good, whereby to counteract
the evils of our fallen state? Precious Jesus! it is thou alone,
who by thy great redemption, hast opened a source of real,
solid, and substantial good: and taught thy people that happy
lesson, how to improve the vanities of the present life in the
pursuits of a better. LorD! impress all thy saving truths, both
upon the Writer's and the header's heart, that in thee we may
find that supreme good, which is liable neither to disappoint,
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nor to pass away. Be thou thyself our happiness, and our
portion forever!

REFLECTIONS

READER! let us not turn hastily away from this chapter. There
are many important improvements to be gathered from it
under grace. What Solomon saw as a sore evil in his days,
you and | may behold the same in our day. The instances are
not a few, and in almost every rank of men, where
possessions bring no comfort, no sanctification, but are kept
by the owners of them to their hurt. The carnal mind indeed,
is never to be satisfied in its attainments. Nothing can come
up to the expectation: for where the divine blessing is not
upon a man's fulness, it matters not what the surrounding
circumstances then are, for there can be no enjoyment of
any. It is a melancholy fact, but the experience of all ages
leave no room to dispute it. What scripture hath said, all find
to be true: man walketh in a vain shadow, and disquieteth
himself in vain: he heapeth up riches, and knoweth not who
shall gather them.

Reader! shall we not from the conviction of this undoubted
truth look up for grace, and the teachings of the HoLy Sp/riT,
that we may learn how to convert such evils into good; and
since life, in all earthy pursuits is vain; seek in Jesus what
cannot disappoint. Oh! for grace, to walk through a world of
sin, and sorrow, and vanity, and vexation, with such wise
indifference, as those who seek a better country. Is the SoN
of GoD indeed calling his people to the present and
everlasting enjoyment of himself? Doth he say, come unto
me, all ye that are weary and heavy laden, and | will give you
rest? Doth he graciously propose himself for our portion, our
happiness, and joy? And shall we be so low minded and
earthly in our affections, as to prefer those shadows; to be in
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love with our chains; to pursue phantoms; and reject
everlasting realities! Blessed, gracious, condescending LORD!
do thou not only invite, but allure us with thy grace. And since
thou hast begotten us to such a lively hope by thy glorious
resurrection from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible,
undefiled, and that fadeth not away; do thou lead us by the
restraining influences of thy HoLy Spir/7, that we may set our
affections on things above, not on things of the earth.

CHAPTER 7
CONTENTS

In this chapter the Preacher is proposing several good things,
as means, in the divine hand, for a remedy against the
vanities of life. He showeth the blessedness of gracious
sorrow, and the superiority it hath to carnal mirth. In these,
and the like observations, this Chapter abounds.

ECCLESIASTES 7:1
A good name /s better than precious ointment; and the day of
death than the day of one’s birth.

The name of Jesus is as ointment poured forth, Solomon hath
said elsewhere, Song Of Solomon 1:3. And to be called by
that honourable name in Jesus, which the mouth of the LORD
hath promised to name, is fragrancy indeed, Isaiah 62:2. That
the day of a man's death is better than the day of his birth, is
a very unaccountable saying in the estimation of worldly men:
but to a gracious soul the day of death unto sin, and of being
born to Gopb, is, of all days, the most blessed. And how can
the day of his death in the body be otherwise than blessed,
when, from being in union with CHRIST, he dies here, his soul
becomes alive forever in CHRIST. So the voice from heaven
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told John. And so true believers in CHRIST most assuredly
know. Revelation 14:13.

ECCLESIASTES 7:2-6

It /s better to go to the house of mourning, than to go to the
house of feasting: for that /s the end of all men; and the living will
lay /t to his heart. (3) Sorrow /s better than laughter: for by the
sadness of the countenance the heart is made better. (4) The
heart of the wise /s in the house of mourning; but the heart of
fools /s in the house of mirth. (5) /t /s better to hear the rebuke of
the wise, than for a man to hear the song of fools. (6) For as the
crackling of thorns under a pot, so /s the laughter of the fool: this
also /s vanity.

These are solemn truths, and thousand's have borne, and still
can bear testimony to them. He that would desire to be
conformed to the lovely pattern of Jesus, who, by way of
eminent distinction, the HoLy GHosT himself calls the Man of
sorrows, will find the best means under grace, for so blessed
an accomplishment. It is truly remarked of our dear LORD
JESsUS, that it is never once said of him, when upon earth, that
he laughed. He rejoiced, indeed, but it was in spirit. Luke
10:21. Reader! I know not what your sentiments may be; but
depend upon it, all that unmeaning joy and mirth, which is in
the house of the carnal, is highly unsuitable to our present
fallen state. If to redeem our nature from this state, nothing
short of the SoN of Gob becoming man, and in that
assumption of our nature dying in our stead, could bring us
from it; every degree of laughter which carries with it a
forgetfulness of the agonies and pains of Jesus, must be
unbecoming. Let my soul go to the garden of Gethsemane, or
to Mount Calvary, and while by the eye of faith I behold the
soul-travail of Jesus, let me hear also by faith that earnest
question of Gobp by the Prophet: /s /it nothing to you, all ye
that pass by? behold and see, if there be any sorrow like unto
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my sorrow, which is done unto me, wherewith the LORD hath
afflicted me in the day of his fierce anger. Lamentations 1:12.

ECCLESIASTES 7:7-10

Surely oppression maketh a wise man mad; and a gift destroyeth
the heart. (8) Better /s the end of a thing than the beginning
thereof: and the patient in spirit /s better than the proud in spirit.
(9) Be not hasty in thy spirit to be angry: for anger resteth in the
bosom of fools. (10) Say not thou, What is the cause that the
former days were better than these? for thou dost not enquire
wisely concerning this.

If we read these verses by the gospel standard, their beauty
will then appear to be full. The Apostle James gives the
sweetest comment to them, when speaking of the
oppressions which the faithful suffer from the ungodly, when
he saith, Do not they oppress you, and draw you before the
Judgment seats? Do not they blaspheme that worthy name by
which ye are called? James 2:6, 7. And what doth the Apostle
say by way of consolation? Be patient therefore, brethren,
unto the coming of the LORD: behold, the Judge standeth
before the door. James 5:7-11.

ECCLESIASTES 7:11-15

Wisdom /s good with an inheritance: and by it there is profit to
them that see the sun. (12) For wisdom /s a defence, and money
/s a defence: but the excellency of knowledge /s, that wisdom
giveth life to them that have it. (13) Consider the work of God: for
who can make that straight, which he hath made crooked? (14) In
the day of prosperity be joyful, but in the day of adversity
consider: God also hath set the one over against the other, to the
end that man should find nothing after him. (15) All things have |
seen in the days of my vanity: there is a just man that perisheth
in his righteousness, and there is a wicked man that prolongeth
his life in his wickedness.

If I mistake not, the Preacher is stating, in what is here said,
the difference of security which men find in their different
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objects of defense. Carnal men make riches their defense.
The gracious soul takes wisdom, that is Jesus, for his. And
Solomon then demands that the subject be considered. He
then puts a close question: Who can make that strait which
GoD hath made crooked? In other words, who would put
confidence in that which must deceive: for riches make to
themselves wings and flee away. Proverbs 23:5. Reader! in
what is your confidence?

ECCLESIASTES 7:16
Be not righteous over much; neither make thyself over wise: why
shouldest thou destroy thyself?

Various have been the opinions concerning the Preacher's
meaning in this verse. Common sense, however, cannot but
conclude, that if Solomon meant the righteousness of man,
there would have been no cause for the caution of avoiding
an overmuch righteousness among creatures, sinful and fallen
as the best of men are. But if the wise Preacher meant to
guard against that ill-founded and unbecoming confidence,
which too often springs out of a supposed righteousness, the
precept is beautiful and just. Faithfulness itself in GoD’s rich
promises in CHRIST, when it is made, by our improper use of
it, to beget presumption in ourselves, instead of looking
wholly to that arm, which first wrought it to our heart to keep
it there, will lead to the confines of danger. This is strongly
and fully read to us in the instance of Peter. Had the Apostle
confided more in Jesus, to preserve him, and less in his own
strength, Satan would not have had such advantage over him.
Luke 22:31-34. But a man’s fall, or as the phrase of Solomon
is, his own self-confidence, ministers to destroy himself, when
he is overmuch righteous in anything of his own, instead of
living wholly out of himself, upon the righteousness of the
LORD JESUS CHRIST.
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ECCLESIASTES 7:17
Be not over much wicked, neither be thou foolish: why shouldest
thou die before thy time?

Here the wise man takes the reverse of the proposition, and
cautions against overmuch wickedness. But here again,
common sense must see that, as all wickedness is prohibited,
the smallest transgression is overmuch, if in the general
acceptation of the word wickedness, the wise man directed
this precept to guard from. But if by the former, self-
righteousness was aimed at, by which souls too often
presume, and in that presumption sometimes fall; so in this
latter, by overmuch wickedness, if the Preacher meant to
preserve a soul, distressed by the view of his own
unworthiness, from despair, great beauty appears in both
precepts, and both are agreeable to the analogy of faith. It is
as if he had said, Ye whom grace hath restrained from evil,
take no confidence therefrom, as if your own arm had
wrought it. And ye, who have fallen by sin, let not the
greatness of it make you despond: And let the Reader judge
how corresponding to the grace of the gospel of CHRIST are
both these precepts.

ECCLESIASTES 7:18-20

It /s good that thou shouldest take hold of this; yea, also from this
withdraw not thine hand: for he that feareth God shall come forth
of them all. (19) Wisdom strengtheneth the wise more than ten
mighty /men which are in the city. (20) For there /s not a just man
upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not.

By a just man, we may suppose is meant a justified believer
in CHRIST. And of such John the Apostle speaks, when
declaring Gop’s faithfulness and justice, to forgive them their
sins, 1 John 1:9. Even those are yet exposed to infirmities. It
is only among the spirits of just men made perfect, that we
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are to expect sinless perfection. How endeared in this point of
view is CHRIST, and his atoning blood! 1 John 2:1, 2.

ECCLESIASTES 7:21-29

Also take no heed unto all words that are spoken; lest thou hear
thy servant curse thee: (22) For oftentimes also thine own heart
knoweth that thou thyself likewise hast cursed others. (23) All this
have | proved by wisdom: | said, | will be wise; but it was far
from me. (24) That which is far off, and exceeding deep, who can
find it out? (25) | applied mine heart to know, and to search, and
to seek out wisdom, and the reason of things, and to know the
wickedness of folly, even of foolishness and madness: (26) And |
find more bitter than death the woman, whose heart /s snares and
nets, and her hands as bands: whoso pleaseth God shall escape
from her; but the sinner shall be taken by her. (27) Behold, this
have | found, saith the preacher, counting one by one, to find out
the account: (28) Which yet my soul seeketh, but I find not: one
man among a thousand have | found; but a woman among all
those have | not found. (29) Lo, this only have | found, that God
hath made man upright; but they have sought out many
inventions.

Solomon in his own life, had learnt much of the experience
here recorded; and he was well calculated to be a Preacher
upon such subjects. But when the Reader hath finished all his
observations to this effect on Solomon's history, | would call
upon him to remark with me, the concluding observation of
the wise men. He sets his seal to the divine record of man's
fall, and Gob’s holiness in creation; and as such, gives the
finishing sentence in confirmation of the gospel. Reader! it is
truly blessed to observe, as we go along, how all the several
parts of the Bible harmonize in this one grand doctrine, and
which in fact, is the sum and substance of all: 7Aough the law
was given by Moses, yet grace and truth came by JESUS
CHRIST. John 1:17.

REFLECTIONS
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My soul! ponder well the many blessed truths contained in
this Chapter, that thou mayest understand aright the words of
the wise, and their dark sayings. Suspect thyself, and thine
own heart, whenever the scriptures appear, at the first
reading, with an aspect thou canst not immediately unfold.
And do not forget to look up to Gob the HoLy GHosT, the
Author of his own most blessed word, who if any man lack
wisdom, and will ask of Gob, giveth to all men liberally, and
upbraideth not. Yes! thou Almighty Teacher! under thy
gracious instruction do | pray continually to come. Taught by
thee, | shall find it profitable to go to the house of mourning
rather than to the house of feasting. Taught of thee, | shall
never find confidence in any supposed overmuch,
righteousness. And taught of Thee, my soul will not despond
in the otherwise overwhelming view of the multitude of my
transgressions. But looking unto Jesus, whom thou art forever
glorifying to my view in him, and his complete all-justifying
righteousness, shall all my poor services be forgotten; and in
his all-cleansing blood, shall all my sins be done away; and,
like the iniquity of Judah, and of Israel, when sought for, shall
not be found.

Precious LORD JEsus! increasingly precious be thou to my poor
soul! Where, or to whom, should | look, but to thee, under
the daily infirmities of a fallen nature, which even in justified
souls, are breaking out continually. Oh! LorD! keep, | beseech
thee, my eyes stedfastly fixed on thee. Cause me to look
within the vail, whither as the forerunner of thy people, thou
art entered! And let me never forget the infinite and eternal
worth and excellency that there is in thy blood, though there
be new defilements in my poor heart from day to day! Oh!
cause me to remember thy never-failing Priesthood, and to
take comfort from the assurance that thou, blessed JEesus,
hast more to plead for thy redeemed before Gop and the
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FATHER, than their transgressions have to plead against them.
And let me never lose the blessed sound in my ears of the
gracious voice of Gob, in confirmation of the merits of thy
blood and righteousness, in which he hath said, Deliver him
from going down into the pit, 1 have found a ransom.

CHAPTER 8
CONTENTS

The Preacher is still following up his favourite discourse of the
vanity of human life, through this chapter. Under various
images he showeth the disappointments of men, by ways of
directing the heart to wisdom.

ECCLESIASTES 8:1

Who /s as the wise mar? and who knoweth the interpretation of a
thing? a man’s wisdom maketh his face to shine, and the boldness
of his face shall be changed.

The question with which this Chapter opens, cannot fail, |
should think, to bring to the gracious Reader's recollection,
Him who is indeed Wisdom itself, and /in whom are hid all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Precious Jesus! thy face
did shine with a lustre infinitely surpassing that of Moses,
when in the mount of transfiguration, and before Pilate thou
didst witness a good confession. And who shall say what glory
beamed from thy countenance, when those who came to
apprehend thee, in the garden, fell backward on the ground
before thee? Oh! LorD! grant me, like thy disciples, amidst all
the darkness concerning thee around, to behold thy glory,
which thou dost manifest in grace, that I may be of the happy
number that believe in thee to the saving of the soul; Exodus
34:29. Matthew 17:2. 1 Timothy 6:13. John 18:5, 6. John
2:11.
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ECCLESIASTES 8:2-7

| counsel thee to keep the king’s commandment, and that in
regard of the oath of God. (3) Be not hasty to go out of his sight:
stand not in an evil thing; for he doeth whatsoever pleaseth him.
(4) Where the word of a king /s, there is power: and who may say
unto him, What doest thou? (5) Whoso keepeth the
commandment shall feel no evil thing: and a wise man’s heart
discerneth both time and judgment. (6) Because to every purpose
there is time and judgment, therefore the misery of man /s great
upon him. (7) For he knoweth not that which shall be: for who
can tell him when it shall be?

I am inclined to believe, that by the King here spoken of, the
preacher (who was himself the greatest king among men),
meant somewhat more than any earthly king; even Jesus who
is King of kings, and Lorp of lords. For the word of an earthly
monarch is frequently without power. But He, of whom
Solomon spake, hath all power in heaven and in earth. Oh!
grant, blessed Jesus, that thy word may be always
accompanied with power to my heart. Matthew 28:18. Luke
4:32.

ECCLESIASTES 8:8

There /s no man that hath power over the spirit to retain the
spirit; neither hath he power in the day of death: and there /s no
discharge in that war; neither shall wickedness deliver those that
are given to it.

It were devoutly to be prayed for, that the very solemn truth
contained in this verse, was so solemnly considered by an
unthinking world. As no man dies by proxy, but each for
himself, as it is appointed unto men once to die; oh! that the
sure judgment that follows, were duly thought of, and as
earnestly provided for! Reader! have you solemnly; seriously,
deliberately considered this? How are you provided? To die
Christless; is to die hopeless. Have you pondered over the
awful state of unpardoned sin? Have you considered the
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preciousness of CHRIST, and his blood? Think, my brother,
solemnly think, of these things. Remember what the wise
man here saith, 7hat there is no discharge in that war. Oh!
for grace to live CHRIST, that we may die in CHRIST. Blessed
are the dead which die in the LorD. Revelation 14:13.

ECCLESIASTES 8:9-10

All this have | seen, and applied my heart unto every work that is
done under the sun: there is a time wherein one man ruleth over
another to his own hurt. (10) And so | saw the wicked buried,
who had come and gone from the place of the holy, and they
were forgotten in the city where they had so done: this /s also
vanity.

Reader, have you never seen what Solomon here saith he
saw? If not, | have. How many indeed have mine eyes beheld
of such men. They lived, they triumphed, they came and went
amidst the throng of worshippers; they had their day of
sensual enjoyments: and oh! what a day it was! And now,
where are they? They are as much forgotten as though they
had never been: their very memorial is perished with them.
Oh! for grace so to live to Jesus, that in his book of life our
names may he had in everlasting remembrance! Reader, pray
read that solemn passage, Revelation 19:11-15.

ECCLESIASTES 8:11-17

Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily,
therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do
evil. (12) Though a sinner do evil an hundred times, and his days
be prolonged, yet surely |1 know that it shall be well with them
that fear God, which fear before him: (13) But it shall not be well
with the wicked, neither shall he prolong Ais days, which are as a
shadow; because he feareth not before God. (14) There is a
vanity which is done upon the earth; that there be just men, unto
whom it happeneth according to the work of the wicked; again,
there be wicked men, to whom it happeneth according to the
work of the righteous: | said that this also /s vanity. (15) Then |
commended mirth, because a man hath no better thing under the
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sun, than to eat, and to drink, and to be merry: for that shall
abide with him of his labour the days of his life, which God giveth
him under the sun. (16) When | applied mine heart to know
wisdom, and to see the business that is done upon the earth: (for
also there is that neither day nor night seeth sleep with his eyes:)
(17) Then | beheld all the work of God, that a man cannot find out
the work that is done under the sun: because though a man
labour to seek /t out, yet he shall not find /¢ ; yea further; though
a wise man think to know /z, yet shall he not be able to find 7z

It is blessed to observe what a beautiful correspondence there
is through all the parts of scripture. As here, so everywhere,
the children of Gop are distinguished from the children of the
wicked one. The prophet was commanded to tell the
righteous, that it should he well with him. And the wicked,
that it should be ill with him. Isaiah 3:10, 11. And agreeably
to this in the general state of things, so should they be
marked in particular tokens of each. Behold, saith the LORD
Gop, my servants shall eat, but ye shall be hungry: behold,
my servants shall drink, but ye shall be thirsty: behold, my
servants shall rejoice, but ye shall be ashamed. 1saiah 65:13-
15. And as the wise man here declares, that though a sinner's
days be prolonged, yet the end is ruin: so the Prophet was
commissioned to say, that the infancy of days, if in grace, was
old age before Gob; while the old age of the sinner, out of
grace, was still accursed. Isaiah 65:20. After such decisive
testimonies as these, which the preacher here gives of the
difference of nature and grace, it will not be difficult to
apprehend, what mirth he means to recommend; and what
the eating and drinking, which he here speaks of, as the best
thing a man hath to do. Not surely the mirth of the profane,
nor the gluttony and drunkenness of the sinner; but the
sacred joy of gracious souls, and the spiritual feasting of the
heart, which is found in the kingdom of Gobp. Not, saith the
Apostle, in meat and drink, but righteousness, and peace, and
Joy in the HoLy GHOST. Romans 14:17. Reader! think, what a
rich feast, in gospel times, the people of Gob are called to,
who have the bread of Gob, even the living bread which came
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down from heaven for their food; who find the flesh of CHRIST
to be meat indeed, and his blood to be drink indeed. LorD, I
would say for myself and every gracious Reader, evermore
give us this bread; and it shall put more gladness in our
hearts, than sinners feel in the time that their corn and their
wine are increased. John 6:5-48. Psalm 4:7.

REFLECTIONS

READER! while the preacher is demanding, who is as the wise
man? let us be looking unto Jesus, until that our eyes are
enlightened in beholding him as wisdom itself, the brightness
of his FATHER's glory, and the express image of his person.
And so let our souls look and gaze upon that first fair, first
beautiful, first and only HoLy ONE, until that from beholding,
as in a glass, the glory of the LorD, we are changed into the
same image, from glory to glory, even as by the SpIrIT of the
LORD.

And Reader! while thus looking unto Jesus, until brought into
some degree of conformity to him in all things; contemplate
at the same time the dark, wretched, and deplorable state of
those who are ignorant of him. Behold the end of these men.
Though sentence against them is not executed speedily; yea,
though their days be prolonged to even the dregs of old age;
yet, how in the end will the voice of murdered years and days
be lifted up against them? Oh! The soul agony of lying down
at last in eternal sorrow!

My brother! think of the felicity of souls redeemed by JEsus,
and beg of Gobp the HoLy GHosT for grace, that you may cast
your lot in among them, and with them have one portion.
This will be to sit down to a perpetual feast, and never to be
cloyed: but the grace of Jesus, yea, Jesus himself shall abide
with him, as the wise man speaks, A/ the days of his life,
which Gob giveth him under the sun.
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CHAPTER 9

CONTENTS

In prosecuting the same subject, the Preacher in this Chapter
lays down several very weighty observations for lessening the
general and unavoidable vanities of life. Under the similitude
of a poor man, that by wisdom saved a city, he sets forth the
great blessedness of divine knowledge.

ECCLESIASTES 9:1-2

For all this | considered in my heart even to declare all this, that
the righteous, and the wise, and their works, are in the hand of
God: no man knoweth either love or hatred by all that /s before
them. (2) All things come alike to all: there /s one event to the
righteous, and to the wicked; to the good and to the clean, and to
the unclean; to him that sacrificeth, and to him that sacrificeth
not: as /s the good, so /s the sinner; and he that sweareth, as fe
that feareth an oath.

The preacher is here making a similar conclusion, to what
holy melt of old, in all ages, have done, that let what will
appear of worthlessness in some, or merit in others, and the
common events which take place in all; yet the LORD is
neither an inattentive, nor an inactive observer of either; or,
to use Solomon's own words, Their works are in the hand of
Gobp. Reader! it is one of the most profitable of all studies, to
have right conceptions of our gracious Gob in his
providences. If we look at the state of things going on
around us, we do indeed see what Solomon saith, that there
/s one event to the righteous, and to the sinner. But if we, as
the prophet did, look beyond the mere surface of the wheels
in Gop’s government, we shall see as he did, One like the
son of man, regulating, appointing, ordering all. Ezekiel 1:4-
26. And although, as far as outward circumstances appear,
all things come alike to all; yet a mighty distinction takes
place, even in the events themselves, and in the effects
induced by them. The sickness of the sinner, and the
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sickness of a child of Gob, differ in their operation and
consequences as wide as any circumstances in life can differ.
And, as in their effect, so in their design; in the instances of
Gop’s children, they are the marks of a fatherly love. They
are messengers of sanctification and wisdom. They are
angels in disguise. In the instances of the ungodly, they are
tokens of displeasure, messengers of wrath, and the
consequences of sin. Reader, it is blessed to be enabled to
mark the difference; to hear the rod, (as the prophet
speaks) and who hath appointed it. Micah 6:9.

ECCLESIASTES 9:3-6

This /s an evil among all things that are done under the sun, that
there is one event unto all: yea, also the heart of the sons of men
is full of evil, and madness /s in their heart while they live, and
after that they go to the dead. (4) For to him that is joined to all
the living there is hope: for a living dog is better than a dead lion.
(5) For the living know that they shall die: but the dead know not
any thing, neither have they any more a reward; for the memory
of them is forgotten. (6) Also their love, and their hatred, and
their envy, is now perished; neither have they any more a portion
for ever in any thing that is done under the sun.

Scripture is strikingly solemn upon the state of the
unregenerate when they die. They go to the dead, Solomon
says. And a similar expression is made of Judas, that he went
unto his own place. Acts 1:25. Then that awful conclusion
becomes final: He that is filthy, let him be filthy still!
Revelation 22:11. Reader, think of these things, and
Solomon's observations will have their just effect, and be
found true.

ECCLESIASTES 9:7
Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine with a
merry heart; for God now accepteth thy works.

There is a great beauty in this verse; if explained upon gospel
principles. If a soul be accepted in Jesus, he may well eat the
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bread both of body and soul, with a cheerful heart. In JEsus,
everything is blessed: and Jesus blesses everything.

ECCLESIASTES 9:8-10

Let thy garments be always white; and let thy head lack no
ointment. (9) Live joyfully with the wife whom thou lovest all the
days of the life of thy vanity, which he hath given thee under the
sun, all the days of thy vanity: for that /s thy portion in th/s life,
and in thy labour which thou takest under the sun. (10)
Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do /¢ with thy might; for there
/s no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave,
whither thou goest.

How striking and conclusive are these reasonings of the
preacher. And if construed with an eye to CHRIST, then are
they doubly so. Oh! that souls convinced, that they are in
CHRIST, would live up to their high privileges. Surely the soul
that hath Jesus to live upon, hath a Benjamin’s portion, and
enough to live upon. CHRIST is his portion; and in him he hath
all. Therefore, whatsoever he findeth to do in CHRIST, there
should be no halving. In living ypon him, in living fo him, in
proclaiming his praise, do all with your whole strength. 7he
grave cannot praise thee, (said Hezekiah, when he thought
his end approaching), death cannot celebrate thee: they that
go down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth. 1saiah 38:18.

ECCLESIASTES 9:11-13

I returned, and saw under the sun, that the race /s not to the
swift, nor the battle to the strong, neither yet bread to the wise,
nor yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet favour to men of
skill; but time and chance happeneth to them all. (12) For man
also knoweth not his time: as the fishes that are taken in an evil
net, and as the birds that are caught in the snare; so are the sons
of men snared in an evil time, when it falleth suddenly upon them.
(13) This wisdom have | seen also under the sun, and it seemed
great unto me:
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The world is full of evidences to these truths, and the Church
manifests the same. Not by might; nor by power, but by my
spirit, saith the LorD. Oh! how blessed is it to eye the hand of
Jesus in the world, both of providence and of grace. Zechariah
4:6.

ECCLESIASTES 9:14-15

There was a little city, and few men within it; and there came a
great king against it, and besieged it, and built great bulwarks
against it: (15) Now there was found in it a poor wise man, and
he by his wisdom delivered the city; yet no man remembered that
same poor man.

I am inclined to think that what the preacher here delivers as
a parable; and if so, the spiritual sense of it is not far to fetch.
If the city here besieged means the church of CHRIST, it may
well be called a /itle city. Fear not, little flock, said Jesus,
when comforting his church. It is small, comparatively
considered, to the world's wide wilderness, Luke 12:32. How
this city was besieged, needs not be told. Enemies without
and within. The poor man can be no other than Jesus; for
though he is in himself rich, yet, for our sakes, he became
poor. 2 Corinthians 8:9. How Jesus manifested his wisdom, is
also equally plain. Indeed grace, wisdom, love, mercy, favour,
all, all were displayed by our Jesus, in his unequalled work of
delivering us from our enemies, and from the hand of all that
hate us. And what the preacher saith of the ingratitude of the
whole city delivered by him, is a most apt representation of
the universal unworthiness and ingratitude of Gop’s Israel. No
man remembered that same poor man. Blessed Jesus! | take
shame to myself in the recollection of my own personal
forgetfulness, of thee, and of thine unequalled love to me this
day! Oh! how have | forgotten thee times without number!
And not only I, LorD, but all have forgotten thee. Precious
Lorp! hath thy love to us been so great? And are there none,
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no, not one of all our nature to love thee, as thou hast loved
us? Oh! what a state must our nature have been in to all
eternity, hadst thou not interposed to deliver us from it. Hail!
thou wise Poor Man! thou hast by thy wisdom delivered the
city, thy Church!

ECCLESIASTES 9:16-18

Then said I, Wisdom /s better than strength: nevertheless the
poor man’s wisdom /s despised, and his words are not heard. (17)
The words of wise men are heard in quiet more than the cry of
him that ruleth among fools. (18) Wisdom /s better than weapons
of war: but one sinner destroyeth much good.

Oh! how true are the words of the preacher. Though all
must confess Jesus to be the wisdom of Gob, for salvation
to everyone that believeth; yet, how are we constrained to
take up the prophet's lamentation, and cry out, Who hath
believed our report, and to whom is the arm of the LORD
revealed? lsaiah 53:1. Blessed LORD! give me to know thee,
to love thee, to remember thee; nor let the baseness of
forgetfulness of Jesus be added to all my numberless
transgressions.

REFLECTIONS

READER! amidst many blessed meditations, which this
chapter leads to, let us seek for grace from Gob the SrirIT
to derive improvements from the sweet view here opened
to our souls concerning the Person, worth, wisdom, love,
and salvation of the LORD JESUS.

The church of Gob is, indeed, like the /it/e city here spoken
of; for though beautiful, like Mount Zion, and the joy of the
whole earth, yet compared to the world’s wide wilderness it
is but little, and as this scripture saith, hath few men in it.
Oh! how may the people of Gob in the present hour mourn
over the languishing state of Zion! Oh! how doth the enemy
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now scoff, saying, /s this Zion whom no man looketh after!
And this is not all: for even Zion, though small, and her
citizens few in number, yet a great king is come up against
her. JeHovaH, King of kings, and LorD of lords, hath a
controversy with Zion, by reason of her rebellion and sin.
And He hath besieged Zion with his law and justice He hath
thrown up bulwarks against Zion, so that she is dreadfully
beset with the arrows of his broken law, and the curses
which must ultimately fall upon every one that sinneth. And,
as if this was not sufficiently alarming, the great enemy of
souls, as the accuser of the brethren, throws in his fiery
darts, and threatens instant destruction.

Reader! in this representation, (for it ceaseth to be a parable
being really and literally the case) whither shall we look, or to
whom shall we come, for help? Who can deliver the sinners in
Zion from the wrath to come? There is one, indeed, mighty to
save; but he is a poor man, though a wise one. Shall we look
to him? Yes, precious Jesus! let every eye be directed to thee.
Thou wert rich, indeed, LoRD, yet we know, for our sakes thou
becamest poor, that we through thy poverty might be made
rich. And thou art wise, also; for in thee are hidden all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Here, LorD, | behold
thee in this two-fold character. Poor thou art, indeed, for
poverty suited thee when the GODHEAD condescended to
become man. And wise thou must be, for in the moment thou
didst assume the manhood, thou wert and still art the only
wise GobD. Such a Redeemer became suited, and thou wert
found altogether formed for the purpose. Hence, blessed
JEsus, it is thou, and thou alone, who wert equal, by thy
wisdom, to deliver the city—And thou hast delivered it, and
redeemed us to Gob by thy blood. Hail! holy, glorious,
triumphant LorD! /et every knee bow before thee, and every
tongue confess that thou art CHRIST, to the glory of Gob the
FATHER.
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One humble boon I present before thee, LorD, this day! Oh!
grant that both he that writes, and he that reads, may rejoice
in the blessing granted forever! Grant, LorD, that we may not
be among the ungrateful number of them that forget thee!
LorD Jesus, forbid it. Shall we ever forget thee? Shall not the
remembrance of thee be the first, and last, and everlasting
object of remembrance, in our whole souls? Forget thee! Let
every thought be done away in eternal oblivion, before that
JEsuUs be forgotten. As long as memory can hold a place in our
poor mind, let the name of Jesus, never, never be worn out.
Let us, gracious LorD, at thy board, and table, continually
celebrate, in the memorials of bread and wine, thy blessed
memory. And, when at the last, the heart strings of these
dying bodies give way, still may the name and blessedness of
JEsus remain, and the last words of our trembling lips be in
concord with the first of our eternal song; to Jesus, the LAMB
slain, as the Redeemer of his people, his beloved city, be
praise, love, and thanksgiving for evermore.

CHAPTER 10

CONTENTS

The Preacher Is still prosecuting his sermon through this
Chapter;
but folding up many important sayings within short sentences.

ECCLESIASTES 10:1

Dead flies cause the ointment of the apothecary to send forth a
stinking savour: so doth a little folly him that is in reputation for
wisdom and honour.

This verse may serve to show us how frequently some of
the most precious things are veiled under an unpromising
cover. If we take this expression in its literal sense, no

46



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

doubt it is very true. Folly will give a tinge to much
reputation of wisdom, as dead flies will give an unsavory
cast to the ointment of the apothecary. But if this were all
to be learnt from this scripture, it required not the wisdom
of Solomon, much less the teaching of the HoLy GHosT, to
give such information. But if by the dead flies here spoken
of, the blessed SpIRIT intended to teach the Church, that our
corrupt things (nay, our best things, which from sinners by
nature dead in trespasses and sin, can be no otherwise
than dead,) be mingled with the righteousness of Jesus,
whose name for fragrancy is as ointment poured forth; will
it not cause all that is blessed in Jesus to lose in our spiritual
senses, its sweetness from our ill savor? Reader! why is it
that what is precious in Jesus, is not at all times alike
precious to us, but from our mingling up with it what is our
own?

ECCLESIASTES 10:2-6

A wise man’s heart /s at his right hand; but a fool's heart at his
left. (3) Yea also, when he that is a fool walketh by the way, his
wisdom faileth A#im, and he saith to every one that he /s a fool. (4)
If the spirit of the ruler rise up against thee, leave not thy place;
for yielding pacifieth great offences. (5) There is an evil which |
have seen under the sun, as an error which proceedeth from the
ruler: (6) Folly is set in great dignity, and the rich sit in low place.

Who that reads of the wise man's heart and the fool's,
differing so widely from each other, but must be led
therefrom to consider the blessedness of being guided by
Him, whose distinguishing character is, that length of days
/s in his right hand, and in his left riches and honour.
Proverbs 3:16.

ECCLESIASTES 10:7
I have seen servants upon horses, and princes walking as servants
upon the earth.
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There is no doubt great inequality in common life: and not
unfrequently, men that are princes in understanding, may
be constrained to walk in menial offices, while others weak
in intellect, ride in high places. But the beauty of this
scripture is in the spiritual sense of it. Here we find in the
general, that those whom Jesus hath made kings and
priests to Gob and the FATHER, are among the offscouring of
the earth; while not many mighty, not many noble are
called. Oh! how different are the LORD’s views from our
views, and his thoughts from our thoughts. James 2:5.
Revelation 1:6. 1 Corinthians 1:26. 1 Samuel 16:7.

EcCLESIASTES 10:8-15
He that diggeth a pit shall fall into it; and whoso breaketh an
hedge, a serpent shall bite him. (9) Whoso removeth stones shall
be hurt therewith; and he that cleaveth wood shall be endangered
thereby. (10) If the iron be blunt, and he do not whet the edge,
then must he put to more strength: but wisdom /s profitable to
direct. (11) Surely the serpent will bite without enchantment; and
a babbler is no better. (12) The words of a wise man’s mouth are
gracious; but the lips of a fool will swallow up himself. (13) The
beginning of the words of his mouth /s foolishness: and the end of
his talk /s mischievous madness. (14) A fool also is full of words: a
man cannot tell what shall be; and what shall be after him, who
can tell him? (15) The labour of the foolish wearieth every one of
them, because he knoweth not how to go to the city.
We shall have a much clearer apprehension of the
Preacher's meaning in those several expressions concerning
both wisdom and folly, if we always keep in remembrance
that by wisdom is implied, 7hat wisdom which maketh wise
unto salvation: and by folly, the ignorance of the heart
concerning CHRIST. This doctrine the HoLy GHOST graciously
explained by Job ages before, when by the mouth of his
servant he said, Behold the fear of the LoRD, that is wisdom,
and to depart from evil, is understanding. Job 28:28.

EccLEsIASTES 10:16-17

Woe to thee, O land, when thy king /s a child, and thy princes eat
in the morning! (17) Blessed art thou, O land, when thy king /s the
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son of nobles, and thy princes eat in due season, for strength, and
not for drunkenness!

Similar observations to what were made in the preceding
verses, will be found applicable here. As in a moral sense,
temperance and moderation will tend to keep the faculties
clear, and in vigour for national government and rule: so in a
spiritual sense, there must be blessedness, when the inability
of grace, and a ripeness in wisdom, in things pertaining to
JEsuUs, bring a train of covenant mercies, like the land of
Judea, upon the Zion of Gob.

EccLESIASTES 10:18-20

By much slothfulness the building decayeth; and through idleness
of the hands the house droppeth through. (19) A feast is made for
laughter, and wine maketh merry: but money answereth all
things. (20) Curse not the king, no not in thy thought; and curse
not the rich in thy bedchamber: for a bird of the air shall carry the
voice, and that which hath wings shall tell the matter.

Here again, as in things of nature, so in grace, the spiritual
building will not advance, when inattention to our foundation
CHRIST JESus, makes the soul go out of the perpendicular.
And when coldness, neglect of ordinances, and of secret
prayer, beget distance between Jesus and the soul; how
shall it be otherwise than that spiritual decays are induced?
Money, saith the Preacher, answereth all things, that is, it
becomes the universal means of procuring supply to all our
earthly wants. And what money is to the carnal, such, and
infinitely more, is Jesus to the spiritual. He is meat to the
hungry, and water to the thirsty; a garment to the naked,
medicine to the sick, warmth to the cold, in short, all things
for life, for light, for peace, for joy, and comfort. / am Alpha
(saith Jesus) and Omega, the beginning and the end, he that
overcometh shall inherit all things, and I will be his Gob, and
he shall be my son. Revelation 21:6, 7. If Solomon’s precept,
with which he closeth this chapter, be important, in respect
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to earthly government; how infinitely more so, in relation to
that which is divine. Precious Jesus! | would say for myself
and reader, give us grace to rejoice that thou art the
universal Governor, and thy kingdom ruleth over all. Daniel
2:44.

REFLECTIONS

READER! the whole of this Chapter leads to very many
important reflections, and if followed up to the source from
whence all blessings flow, and in which all terminate; we
shall find that the Preacher, from the emptiness of creatures,
is here setting forth the fulness of the Creator; and in the
unsatisfying nature of everything out of CHRIST, is
proclaiming the necessity of CHRIST to give real comfort to
the soul. Doth he say that flies of death are in the richest
ointments of creature-making! And what is this, but to show
that all fragrancy is in Jesus? Doth he assert that our
comforts, and our wisdom, are like the heart of the fool, at
the left side? And what doth this imply, but that in Jesus only
right-handed blessings are found! Till we find CHRIST, who
alone can cause us to inherit substance, it matters not what
else, beside we inherit, for all alike are hollow and
unsubstantial. Precious LORD JEsus! cause our souls thus to
inherit thee, for like a golden chain, if thus united to thee, in
thee we shall inherit all things. So saith thine Apostle, and
the experience of thy people in all ages confirm it. A/ are
ours, whether life or death, or things present, or things to
come; all are ours, if we are CHRIST'S, for CHRIST'S /s GOD’S.

CHAPTER 11
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CONTENTS

The Preacher, now drawing, nigh to the close of his sermon,
Is here laying down certain rules for the regulation of the
conduct, which under grace, may tend to lessen human
vanity, and soften the evils of life.

ECCLESIASTES 11:1-2

Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after many
days. (2) Give a portion to seven, and also to eight; for thou
knowest not what evil shall be upon the earth.

The opening of this Chapter, in the precept given, seems to
be figurative. Casting bread upon the waters, is perhaps
intended to imply an act of grace, or of charity, given in a
way, as our LORD hath marked, so secret that the left hand
knoweth not what the right hand doeth: Matthew 6:3. Like
seed sown in the field, it lays hid for awhile. Its product is in
future, not now. Preachers of the gospel of CHRIST, may find
great beauty, as well as great encouragement, in these
precepts blended with promises. How often, indeed, after
many days and years do they find the fruit of their labours.
Precious Jesus! how blessed is it to have an eye to thee in all
things—to make thy glory our sole aim—and thy salvation of
sinners the one design of all our poor services!

ECCLESIASTES 11:3-6

If the clouds be full of rain, they empty themselves upon the
earth: and if the tree fall toward the south, or toward the north, in
the place where the tree falleth, there it shall be. (4) He that
observeth the wind shall not sow; and he that regardeth the
clouds shall not reap. (5) As thou knowest not what /s the way of
the spirit, nor how the bones do grow in the womb of her that is
with child: even so thou knowest not the works of God who
maketh all. (6) In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening
withhold not thine hand: for thou knowest not whether shall
prosper, either this or that, or whether they both shall be alike
good.
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Nothing can be more beautiful than these verses; and both in
a natural and spiritual sense, they open a large scope for the
most improving meditation. The chief tendency of the whole
passage, however, is to teach the inability of man in his
highest attainments, to cater for himself; and how much the
wisest ought to look up in every concern, both of this world,
and of that which is to come, for divine direction. Under the
similitude of the husbandman's unconsciousness, whether the
morning seed, or the evening seed, be most prosperous, the
attention to winds or clouds, for the regulation of his conduct
and the like, the Preacher most strikingly sets forth the
blessedness of waiting upon the LorD for direction. If the
farmer sows his seed in ever so promising a soil, yet unless
the dew and the rain from heaven, and the sun's heat, and
cloud's fatness, be graciously dispensed in their season, there
will be no harvest. Reader! can you need a more striking
subject of instruction, respecting the spiritual seed of the
gospel? is it not the LorD that gives us fruitful seasons, filling
our hearts with food and gladness? Is not Jesus the bread of
life to his people? And is he not the FATHER's gift to his
people? And as the rain cometh down, and the snow from
heaven, is it not Jesus that by his coming from heaven, hath
visited the earth, and blessed it, and made it very plenteous?
It is true, indeed, that the kingdom of Gob cometh not by
observation. And so the LorRD Jesus himself observes in that
beautiful parable, Mark 4:26-29—But this is similar to what
the wise man here said in this chapter. We know not even in
natural things, how the bones of the child grow in the womb:
and is it wonderful that in spiritual things, the seed of grace
cast into the heart, should spring we know not how? But is it
not blessed to refer all, and to depend for all, and seek a
blessing for all, from Him who is excellent in counsel, and
faithful in his promises? Isaiah 55:10, 11. Deuteronomy 32:2.
Acts 14:17. Perhaps there is not a portion in the whole Bible
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more pointed, to set forth the nothingness of man, and the
necessity of referring all things to the divine agency, than
these verses of Solomon.

ECCLESIASTES 11:7-8

Truly the light /s sweet, and a pleasant thing it is for the eyes to
behold the sun: (8) But if a man live many years, and rejoice in
them all; yet let him remember the days of darkness; for they
shall be many. All that cometh /s vanity.

If to the eye of the body, as most evidently it is, this truth
holds good, what must it be to the eye of the soul? Oh! thou
Sun of righteousness, what blessedness is there in thee who
art the fountain, and source of all light, and life, and joy, in
thy church, to angels and men! Let what will of clouds and
darkness intervene below, thou shinest with unceasing,
undiminished lustre; neither can sin, nor sorrow, nor all the
unworthiness of creatures, induce a momentary darkness in
thy sphere! Shine, blessed LorD; in my heart, in a fulness of
grace here, until that day when the moon shall be
confounded, and the sun of this lower world ashamed, when
thou shalt shine and reign as the LorD of Hosts in Mount Zion,
and in Jerusalem above, before thine ancients gloriously,
Isaiah 24:23.

ECCLESIASTES 11:9-10

Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and let thy heart cheer thee
in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine heart, and
in the sight of thine eyes: but know thou, that for all these things
God will bring thee into judgment. (10) Therefore remove sorrow
from thy heart, and put away evil from thy flesh: for childhood
and youth are vanity.

Some have thought that the Preacher, in these verses, is
adopting an ironical language to the younger part of his
audience, by way of deterring them from evil; as if he had
said, Pursue the ways of thine own heart, and the desire of
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thine eyes, and then mark the consequence. And they that
adopt this opinion of Solomon's irony, suppose that it is
similar to the case of Elijah, mocking the priests of Baal. 1
Kings 18:27, or Micaiah Ahab, 1 Kings 22:15, or the Prophet
Isaiah 50:11. But | confess that the scripture doth not strike
me in this point of view. Solomon's address all along is too
serious to admit any trifling. And it should be observed, that
in all the pages, where mockery is used by the servants of the
LoRD, it is invariably to the enemies of Gob, and not to the
church. This book of Ecclesiastes is one continued sermon to
the church. Solomon is now closing up his discourse on the
subject of all things out of CHRIST being vanity. In addressing
the young man, therefore, on the subject, he admonisheth
him to dedicate the first strength of his youth, and the prime
of his days to the LORD; that in the after stages of life, he may
find cause of joy in that LorD, whom he had loved in his
strength. Solomon had before declared; that there could be
no real joy in any creature-comfort, and therefore he advised
the young man to put away evil from him. And, if we accept
the words of Solomon in this gracious point of view, the whole
passage is beautiful and corresponding to the general tenor of
the gospel. How lovely on this account is Timothy's example,
who from a child had known the Holy Scriptures, and whose
faith the Apostle so delightfully commends. 2 Timothy 3:15.
and 1 Chap. 5.

REFLECTIONS

MY soul! pause over the perusal of this very interesting
Chapter. And while thou art studious to obey the wise man's
precept, and to cast thy bread upon the waters, let thine
eye, like the prophet's upon the watch tower, be upon the
lookout for the LorD’s direction, and the LORD’S blessing
upon thy labors. But, my soul, what are the portions which
thou canst give to seven, or to eight! Alas! what hast thou
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which thou didst not receive? Surely it is all the LorD’s, and
of his own must thou give him. Oh! how blessed to be the
LorD’s almoner, when the LORD condescends thus to employ
his creatures.

And, my soul! while like the husbandman in the morning,
thou sowest thy seed, and in the evening withholdest not
thine hand; look to it, that the seed sown is pure and
uncorrupt, and that he that ministereth seed to the sower,
may both minister bread for thine own food, and multiply the
seed sown, and increase the fruits of righteousness. Blessed
Jesus! thou art the Almighty Sower, that hath both produced,
and sown the good seed in every age of thy Church. Oh! do
thou thyself dwell in the hearts of thy people. Let no tares
spring up to choak the good seed. But do thou water it with
the dew of heaven from above, and let the sunshine with all
its loveliness and fruitfulness upon it, that it may bring forth
a glorious harvest, some an hundred fold, some sixtyfold,
some thirty-fold.

My aged fathers! do not forget what the wise man here saith:
If a man live many years, and rejoice in them all, yet let him
remember the days of darkness, for they shall be many. Oh!
for grace, when walking upon the confines of the eternal
shore, to have done with this world, and all its dying
concerns. Oh! for grace to see, like the Patriarch, the evil
days of our pilgrimage, and like him to be waiting for
dismission, from all the objects around, that the hoary saint
may gather up his feet into the bed, and from long
acquaintance with a covenant Gob in CHRIST, as he had, the
dying triumph may be, / have waited for thy salvation, O
LorD! And you no less, young men! see that your rejoicing is
in Jesus. Oh! for grace to give the strength of your days to
CHRIST, that in the weakness of years, Jesus may be the
support; and when both heart and strength shall fail, JEsus
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may be the strength of your heart and your portion forever.
Amen.

CHAPTER 12
CONTENTS

In this Chapter the Preacher finisheth his discourse, and a
beautiful close he makes of it, running up all into the love and
fear of Gop, as the great object of man's creation, and the
ultimate end of man.

ECCLESIASTES 12:1

Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil
days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, |
have no pleasure in them;

A beautiful and most affectionate address the Chapter opens
with to the youthful part, in recommending and enforcing an
earnest regard to Gop, as the Creator. No doubt the Preacher
meant it, under both views of the Creator, in nature and in
grace: and having closed the former Chapter with an address
to the young, he begins this in the same strain. We may
consider this as one of the inferences from the whole sermon.
Having fully proved the vanity of human life, the younger part
of those who attended to his discourse, are here called upon
to make the proper conclusion from it. There is a beauty in
this verse, which a mere English Reader, unacquainted with
the original Hebrew, could not possibly know, unless pointed
out to him. I mean, that the word Creator, is in the original
plural Creators, and ought by our translators to have been so
rendered. And the importance of it is much greater than at
first view some may imagine. For it implies the grand
fundamental truth of the Bible, namely, that the one glorious
and eternal, JEHovAH, hath his existence and self-being totally
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distinct from all his creatures, and doth exist in a three-fold
character of persons; FATHER, SON and HoLy GHOST. Hereby
confirming the same glorious truth as was revealed at the
opening of the Bible; JEHOvAH ALEHIM, in each person of the
GODHEAD, concurred and co-operated in the creation of man.
Let us make man in our own image, after our likeness.:
Genesis 1. 26. And as a still further confirmation of this
glorious doctrine, we find the same word in that passage
plural; Job 35:10, where is Gob my makers, who giveth songs
in the night?

ECCLESIASTES 12:2-5

While the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars, be not
darkened, nor the clouds return after the rain: (3) In the day
when the keepers of the house shall tremble, and the strong men
shall bow themselves, and the grinders cease because they are
few, and those that look out of the windows be darkened, (4) And
the doors shall be shut in the streets, when the sound of the
grinding is low, and he shall rise up at the voice of the bird, and
all the daughters of musick shall be brought low; (5) Also when
they shall be afraid of that which is high, and fears shall be in the
way, and the almond tree shall flourish, and the grasshopper shall
be a burden, and desire shall fail: because man goeth to his long
home, and the mourners go about the streets:

I detain the Reader to admire the wonderful beauty, as well
as the great elegance in stile and figure, of those several
expressions in the description of the desolated winter of old
age. The sun, and moon, and stars of heaven, how bright
soever they shine, have no lustre to the blind eyes of the
aged. The clouds returning after the rain, is uncommonly
striking to denote that unceasing infirmity of the aged, where,
when one disease somewhat abates, there is a return, and
the recurrence of another. The trembling of the head, the
weakness of the limbs, and the tottering state of decrepit
nature, through all, are strikingly represented under these
several images. It would be to hold a faint taper of the night
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to aid the light of the sun, the attempt to heighten the
beauties by description. What | beg the Reader to observe
with me in the perusal, and which the Preacher seems
particularly to have had in view, is, that if age be thus
necessarily oppressed from the common and unavoidable
infirmities incident to such seasons, what must it be to have
the pressure of unpardoned sin, an unawakened state of
unrenewed nature added to the load. Oh! what a wretched
old age is that which is full of transgression, without Gop and
without CHRIST: ignorant of Jesus and his salvation,
unregenerated, unwashed in CHRIST'S blood, and, as to any
saving knowledge, of his grace and power, unconscious
whether there be any HoLy GHoST. Isaiah 65:20.

ECCLESIASTES 12:6-8

Or ever the silver cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be broken,
or the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the wheel broken at
the cistern. (7) Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was:
and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it. (8) Vanity of
vanities, saith the preacher; all /s vanity.

In what elegance of language the Preacher hath here
described death. But, Reader! it is not the elegance of words
that can soften the stroke of death. What Solomon saith so
often concerning life, may be equally applied to the folly of
life. Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, all is vanity. And it
is the greatest of all vanities, to overlook the awfulness of a
subject in the pomp of words in which it is represented. It
may be summed up in a more comprehensive manner: death
is blessed in CHRIST. It is cursed out of CHRIST. Hence CHRIST
told the Jews, /f ye believe not that 1 am He, ye shalt die in
your sins. John 8:24. Oh! to hear that voice, and to know our
own personal interest in what it proclaims: blessed are the
dead that dje in the LORD! Revelation 14:13.

ECCLESIASTES 12:9-12
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And moreover, because the preacher was wise, he still taught the
people knowledge; yea, he gave good heed, and sought out, and
set in order many proverbs. (10) The preacher sought to find out
acceptable words: and that which was written was upright, even
words of truth. (11) The words of the wise are as goads, and as
nails fastened by the masters of assemblies, which are given from
one shepherd. (12) And further, by these, my son, be
admonished: of making many books t#ere /s no end; and much
study /s a weariness of the flesh.

It is a part which requires much grace from Gob, to have a
choice of pure words in preaching, as well as pure doctrine.
Sound speech, (one calls it) that cannot be condemned. Titus
2:8. But the plainest language is most scriptural. And the
word of Gop, in its own pure, simple, unadulterated form, is
most likely to take effect. The polished handle of a sword will
give no additional keenness to its edge. And the word of Gob,
when naked, will be most cutting, and quick, and powerful.
Hebrews 4:12. But after all, it is the master of assembilies,
who can alone fasten his own word as goads upon the minds
of the people. And who, but Jesus, is that Master, that one
Shepherd, which can do this? Ezekiel 34:23. Zechariah 14:9.
Blessed Master! do thou cause thy word to have an abiding
influence in my heart; and there let it be fastened by thine
own almighty arm as a nail in a sure place. Isaiah 22:23. Ezra
9:8.

ECCLESIASTES 12:13-14

Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and
keep his commandments: for this /s the whole auty of man. (14)
For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret
thing, whether /t be good, or whether Jt be evil.

Here is the finishing sentence of this whole sermon of
Solomon. And in it we have the epitome of the Bible. The fear
of Gop is the beginning of wisdom. And this fear is sometimes
put for the whole of vital godliness. / will put my fear in their
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hearts, saith Gob (respecting the everlasting covenant), that
they shall not depart from me. Jeremiah 32:40. And that this
fear, which is a child-like filial fear, includes the whole of our
gracious habits, in relation to our interest in the covenant, is
evident from what our LORD told the Jews in answer to their
guestion of obedience. What shall we do, that we might work
the works of Gob? said they. Jesus answered, and said unto
him, This is the work of GoD, that ye believe on him whom he
hath sent. John 6:29. Hence Solomon's conclusion
corresponds to the gospel. The fear of Gop in the belief of
him whom Gob hath sent, is the whole of man. And the
judgment by the SonN of man, is to determine it. For all
Judgment is committed unto the SoN, that all men should
honor the SON even as they honor the FATHER. He that
honoreth not the SoN, honoreth not the FATHER which hath
sent him. John 5:22, 23.

REFLECTIONS

READER! may we not, after the perusal of this Chapter, and
indeed from the whole of the Preacher's sermon, as contained
in this book of the Ecclesiastes, take up both the wise man's
direction to the young, and the Psalmist's direction to the old,
and in his form or words, cry out and say, Both young men
and maidens, old men and children, praise the name of the
LORD, for his name only is excellent, and his glory above the
earth and heaven. This, indeed, is the conclusion of the whole
matter, and this is the whole of man!

See; my soul, from the perusal of Solomon's whole discourse,
and as the sum and close of Solomon's whole experience, the
emptiness and vanity of all besides. / have seen (with he) al/
the works that are done under the sun; and behold all is
vanity and vexation of spirit. And wilt thou not, my soul, learn
from so notable a proof, how utterly insufficient all earthly
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things must be to give comfort? Shall Solomon complain at
the head of a kingdom, that emptiness, vanity, and
disappointment attended all; and wilt thou expect a different
issue from earthly attainments? Say! Canst thou acquire
possessions like his or, even if acquired, couldst thou be sure
to keep them? or if keeping, would a different close mark
thine from Solomon's?

Turn, my soul, turn from all these things to Jesus. His grace,
his love, his good will, his favor, which is better than life itself,
will give the finishing enjoyment to every other blessing, or
make up the want of it, if denied thee. It is Jesus which must
put a sweetness and a relish into all the comforts which are
found, in creatures of any kind. And if Jesus be not in it, there
can be no sweetness in it at all. Come, then, thou dear LORD,
come and bless the young man in his youth, and the old man
in his grey years. And then, when the grasshopper shall be a
burden, and even desire of all nature's enjoyments shall fail;
thou wilt be the strength of the heart, and the portion to
satisfy forever. Oh! grant LORD, both to him that writes, and
him that reads, that ere the silver cord be loosed, or the
golden bow be broken, the dust return to the earth as it was,
and the spirit return unto Gobp that gave it; JESUS may be the
all in all to our souls, the conclusion of the whole matter, and
the sum and substance of all our joy. May we have the full
interest of Jesus, and all that is his, by faith in this life, and in
the life to come, then we shall be satisfied with the
everlasting enjoyment of him by sight, when we awake up
after his likeness. Amen.
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THE

SONG
OF
SOLOMON

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

I ENTER upon my Commentary in this part of the sacred
writings with more than ordinary diffidence, from a
consciousness how very sublime and mysterious this book of
GopD is in itself, and with what veneration it ought to be
approached. And both at the door, and before that | venture
to step over the threshold of perusal, I would not only put off
the shoe of preparation but bend the knee of prayer, that the
divine light may go before me, and guide me through every
apartment of the sacred inclosure. Blessed SpiriT of all truth,
(I would say both for myself and reader) thou who searchest
all things, yea the deep things of Gob, vouchsafe fto take of
the things of Jesus here written, and show unto us.

And here, at the first opening, of this precious book of Gob I
detain the Reader to remark, both the authority of the author
of it, and the proofs it brings with it of its divine authenticity.
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As to the first of these in respect to the author of it, there can
be no question but that So/ormon, whose name it bears, wrote
it under the immediate inspiration of Gob the HoLy GHosT. And
the period of the Church in which it was written, must of
course carry with it a correspondence to the era in which
Solomon lived, namely, somewhat about a thousand years
before the coming of our LORD JESus CHRIST. | stay not to
enquire whether it was written in the early or later days of
Solomon's life, because in a commentary of this kind it would
be leading the Reader's mind unnecessarily away from the
main object of concern. As it is placed last among the writings
of Solomon very probably it was written last. But it may not
be improper in this place to observe, as a guard against, any
unfavorable impressions to be formed in the mind of the
Reader to the book itself, that the sad infirmities which
marked the conduct of Solomon in his old age, have nothing
to do by way of lessening the blessedness of those writings. It
is no doubt a very painful consideration with every faithful
heart, and in itself enough to humble to the dust the pride of
our nature in its highest attainments, when we behold a man
so eminently blessed in grace and wisdom, so sadly falling
under the power of temptation. But when we have made the
suitable improvements, which through the SpIRIT'S teaching
such an example is designed to induce, let it be considered
that the frailty of the man ought not to have the smallest
influence in lessening the importance of his ministry. It hath
pleased the great head of his Church to make use of poor and
sometimes unworthy instruments, for the accomplishing of
the  sacred purposes of his will. And the holiness of his grace
is neither lessened nor polluted, though it flows to us through
unholy channels. The fall of Solomon makes no more discord
in the melody of this sweet song on the ear, than the fall of
Peter lessens the blessed truths given to us in his divine
epistles in the heart. Nay, as both carry such decisive marks
with them of the /imprimatur of Gob the HoLy GHOsST; while we
read and recollect the unworthiness of the servant, doth not
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the thought minister yet more powerfully to bring home, and
endear to us the infinite preciousness of the master.

As to the second consideration, of the proof the Song of
Solomon brings with it of its divine authenticity; though
there are several at hand which might be produced to
establish the fact, yet 7o the poor man, (and | beg under
whatever form this Commentary may hereafter appear it
may never be forgotten that it was undertaken, and hath
been uniformly carried on with an eye to the poor man's
special service), there is one evidence which this little
volume eminently possesseth and which in my humble
judgment becomes so decisive and satisfactory as to
supersede the necessity of every other; and that is, the
inward testimony it carries with it to the heart of the
believer, that these are the great truths of Gob. For surely it
is impossible to conceive that the LorD should have blessed
as he hath done this sacred part of the divine writings in
every age of the Church, and made it the sweet savor of
grace to thousands, if it had not been the work of his own
holy inspiration. Nothing but the most inveterate prejudice
could harbour such a thought! When, therefore, the soul of
an enlightened believer, in the perusal of this precious book
of Gob, is made to feel its divine power, finds his heart
warmed and animated in the contemplation of its divine
truths, and is led into a participation of the many gracious
impressions which the Church enjoyed in the view of her
beloved; such evidences become the fullest proof of its
heavenly authority, and show that it is what an Apostle
calls, 7he engrafted word which is able to save the soul.

Reader! should it be your happy lot, while going over the
Song of Solomon, to trace in your own experience similar
effects to what the Church is here said to have experienced—
should you discover that what she saith of Jesus, you can and
do say; that what she acknowledgeth of her unworthiness you
feel: her desires are your desires; her longings are the very
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same breathings as your soul is panting after; and the
gracious answers of Jesus to her cries, are the very
refreshments you covet above all that the world holds dear:
will you not, from such inwrought effects upon your heart, in
such a correspondence of the Church's experience to your
own, accept this evidence as the strongest of all evidences,
that the Song of Solomon's is, indeed, the word and work of
Gobp: and like the man, which the Apostle Paul speaks of upon
another occasion, you will feel disposed to do as he did, when
from the secrets of your heart being thus made manifest, you
will fall down upon your knees and worship Gob, and confess
that Gob /s in this word of a truth.

But while I lay so much stress upon this evidence, and which
becomes the more valuable to the humble believer, because it
is always near at hand, and easy to be referred to; | do not
mean to pass over in silence the other testimonies the Song
of Solomon brings with it of its divine authenticity.

The Jews, to whom, as is well known, were committed the
Oracles of Gob, and as such, must be supposed to have been
competent judges upon this subject, have always been
forward in acknowledging, that the Song of Solomon formed a
part of the sacred canon of scripture: indeed, their testimony
is, if possible, more convincing, in consequence of their high
veneration for it, than Christians: for in their Misnah, they
distinguish this book with a more exalted title than any other
of the sacred writings, calling it the holy of holies. And as a
further confirmation it is remarkable, that they prohibited the
reading of it to everyone under thirty years of age; to intimate
thereby also, that a ripeness of years and judgment, was
needful for a proper apprehension of the glorious truths which
were veiled under the mere letter of the word. | cannot help
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wishing that an equal veneration had been observed for this
blessed book of Solomon, by some who called themselves
Christians. For then, under grace, it would have tended to
check the loose imagination of carnal readers, who from being
led away by the want of chastity in their own thoughts, have
put improper constructions upon what the HoLy GHoST hath
said in figure and metaphor, concerning some of the most
precious things which belong to salvation.

To the testimony of GobD’s ancient people, the Jews, in
confirmation of the divine authenticity of Solomon's Song,
might be added the very many proofs of a sacred nature, the
book itself carries with it in its own bosom. For surely the
subject of which it treats; the dignity, and no less simplicity of
the stile in which it is written, and the correspondence it
bears, in point of doctrine, with the whole of the bible, all
tend to stamp its authority; and, indeed, it would be little less
than blasphemy, the very title it bears, as the Song of Songs,
intimating thereby a’superiority to the other songs in the word
of Gob, (and there are several, it is well known, of divine
inspiration) if it could for a moment be supposed to have a
doubt whether the work were of Gobp or not.

Of the book itself, I shall not think it necessary to detain the
Reader with any remarks, by way of recommending it to his
perusal in these general observations. The beauties of the
incomparable Song, the loveliness and sweetness of it, and
the many blessed things contained in it through every part,
will meet the Reader's eye as he passeth over the several
chapters; and it would be only protracting his pleasure, to
keep him for a moment from the work itself by any
preliminary observations of mine on these things. The
principal object which is held forth through the whole, (indeed
it is the prominent feature,) is the love of Jesus to his church.
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This will meet the Reader more or less in every verse. And |
hope as this love of Jesus is sweetly represented as
awakening, and calling forth into exercise the love of the
Church to Jesus, that the Reader, under the SPIRIT'S influence,
will enter into an heartfelt enjoyment of both these divine
principles, and know in himself, and in his own feelings; the
truth of what the Apostle saith, We /ove him because he first
loved us. And while the fire is thus kindled from the live coal
taken by the HoLy GHosT from the sacred Altar, as the Reader
passeth through the sacred part of the holy word, he will be
constrained to cry out with David; How sweet are thy words
unto my taste; yea, sweeter than honey unto my month!

It may be proper in this place to admonish the Reader of
what he hath to meet with in this part of the sacred canon, as
well as the plan the inspired writer hath adopted in the
execution of it. The love of Jesus to his Church is the subject
more or less of the whole; and this discourse is set forth in
the type of Solomon and his bride, under the similitude of the
marriage state. It is too well known to need being much
insisted upon, that parable and metaphor were the general
mode of conveying instruction among the Eastern nations. In
the sacred volume this is so very common, that the most
ordinary Reader cannot but have noticed it. From the first
moment of the LorD’s forming his Church into a distinct
people from the nations around, in gracious condescension he
was pleased to assume the endearing character of their
Husband. This tender appellation is the great outline observed
through the whole of Solomon's Song. And the Reader will do
well, while he keeps in view the LorD’s love to his Church,
under this title, to recollect also that the HoLy GHOST closeth
the scripture in the book of the Revelation, with holding forth
the same token of Jesus’s affection to his redeemed, in calling
the Church the Bride, the LamB's wife. But in deed, and in
truth, in this point of view, the subject ceases to be figure or
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parable, for it is a blessed reality. The Church of Jesus is truly
his body; and his people, in every individual, are members of
his flesh, and of his bones.

I have but one thing more to add to these general
observations, before that | take the Reader by the hand to
lead him to the perusal of this divine Song; and that is, to beg
that he will seek grace from on high, not only to qualify him
for the right understanding of it, but also to preserve him
from misapprehension and offence, at certain expressions
here and there to be met with in the book; which, to a carnal
mind, may seem to savor of indelicacy, but to a spiritual taste
have no such tendency. If the Reader will himself make
application of what is frequently spoken of the Person, to
what is as frequently intended of the dress, great part of the
objection will be done away. He may with great safety
conclude, that it is the imperfection of language, and which
always suffers by translation, which hath given rise, for the
most part, to what in our English copies appears
exceptionable. And if the translation could have conveyed
precisely the images which the original meant, no such ideas
would have been created. But while | say this, | beg that I
may not be misunderstood. The translation of the bible, take
it altogether in our mother tongue, though here and there we
find defects, is in my poor esteem so great, so truly great and
invaluable a blessing, that | class it among the first mercies
which the LorD hath bestowed upon us as a nation. Never can
it be too highly prized—never can we sufficiently bless the
LorD for it: neither can the instruments, by which the LORD
accomplished it, be too highly honoured.
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Reader! may the LorD command the north wind and the
south wind to blow upon this part of his sacred garden, that
the spices thereof may flow out, while you and | go over it.
And let us implore our Beloved, fo come into his garden, and
eat of his own pleasant fruits. Amen.

CHAPTER 1

CONTENTS

The Chapter opens with giving the title of the book. The
Church then takes up the subject with expressing her love to
CHRIST, and desiring fresh manifestations of his affection to
her. She compares his love to the fragrancy of the richest
ointment. She prays to be drawn by him, and professeth her
readiness to run after him. She describes her blackness as in
herself, and comeliness as in him: complains of the
unkindness of her relations; and desires to know where JESUS
feeds his flock, longing to be in his and his people’s company.
In return to these vehement desires of the church, JESUs now
takes up the subject, and distinguishing her by the title of the
fairest among women, directs her in her enquiry where to find
him and his fold. Jesus then enlargeth upon her beauty, and
gives her many sweet and precious promises. The church, in
return, commends the loveliness of Jesus, and the chapter
concludes in mutual congratulations.

SONG OF SoLomoN 1:1
The song of songs, which /s Solomon'’s.

The first object which calls our attention in opening this
blessed book of Gob, is the title of it, namely, A Song. And as
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it is Solomon's Song, by which is evidently meant, as will
hereafter more plainly appear, Jesus CHRisT, (for a greater
than Solomon is here); we may, without violence to the
expression, call it a gospel song, for its whole contents is of
salvation by Jesus CHRIST. When a soul is taught by the HoLy
GHOST to sing this song, then is that scripture fulfilled, /n that
day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah: we have a
strong city; salvation will Gob appoint for walls and bulwarks.
Isaiah 26:1. And Reader! when CHRIST /s truly formed in the
heart, the LorD hath put a new song in the mouth. Psalm
98:1. But it is not only a song, but the song of songs, and if it
treats wholly of Jesus and his great salvation, well may it
merit this distinguished name. Well, indeed, may that be
called the excellency of all excellencies, which hath Jesus for
its object, and his love to his Church for the subject matter.
How very sweet and precious to trace in it the several marks,
and testimonies of his love. And on the other hand, delightful
to behold the goings forth of the Church's love, awakened by
the HoLy GHosT on the person of Jesus. Surely such a person
as the LorD JEsus /s, and such subject-matter as the mutual
love and union between Jesus and his people forms, may well
be called the song of songs. Oh! for grace to bear a part in it
with all the redeemed of the LorD! But we must not stop
here. It is not only the song of songs, but it is Solomon’s. | do
not deny but that Solomon king of Israel was the penman of
it; nay, | have no doubt but that Solomon, David's son, was
the writer of it: but | hesitate not to believe, that in the
writing of it he acted only as the penman to the HoLy GHOST,
as his Father David had done before him in the Psalms: and in
those scriptures, they, with all the other inspired writers,
wrote as the Apostle tells us the prophets and holy men of old
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spake, as they were moved by the HoLy GHOST. 2 Peter 1:21. |
venture to believe, that there is not a line in it which hath the
smallest reference to Solomon king of Israel. So far from
being, as some impious men have said, the love-song of
Solomon and Pharaoh's daughter, that it carries with it a
contradiction in many places. Whoever consults the life and
reign of Solomon, will discover that his marriage with
Pharaoh's daughter was full twenty years before this book
was written. Seven years was Solomon in building the temple,
and thirteen years more in building his own house. Compare 1
Kings 6:38, with 1 Kings 7:1; after which we are told he built
the house of the forest of Lebanon, which is noticed in Song
Of Solomon 7:4. compared with 1 Kings 7:2, and 1 Kings 3:1.
And if it be proved, as I think this one view of the subject fully
proves it, that it could have no reference to Solomon's
marriage with Pharaoh's daughter, it will as fully prove also
that it is not, as some have ventured to think, #ypical: for how
can that be a representation by type concerning Solomon's
marriage, when the subject itself could never arise out of it.
Besides, Pharaoh's daughter was never what the Church is
said to be, a keeper of vineyards: neither beaten by
watchmen, nor running about by night in quest of her
beloved. These accounts figuratively considered, have a sweet
reference to the Church looking after Jesus; but would be
ridiculous and false, if read with an eye to the daughter of
Pharaoh. See Song Of Solomon 1:6. 5:7. 3:2. But if by
Solomon's Song we accept the expression as it might have
been rendered, the Song of Songs concerning Solomon;
meaning the true Solomon, the LORD JESus CHRIST, then we
shall at once enter into the proper apprehension of what is
meant by the expression, and be led to a right conclusion,
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that it is indeed the Song of Songs, as infinitely transcending
all other songs, in treating of Him, who is the altogether
lovely, and the chiefest among ten thousand.

SONG OF SOLOMON 1:2
Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth: for thy love /s better
than wine.

Thus the song, opens: and there can be no hesitation to
discover the singer, namely, the Church. It is she which
begins it. But Reader! do not imagine, that because the
Church opens this Song, that thereby is meant to intimate
love begins first in the human breast. No! thou blessed Jesus!
thy love is first in the field; and if we do love thee, it is
because thou hast first loved us. 1 John 4:19. Hadst thou not
loved us with an ever/asting love, nay, hadst thou not found
out some way of subduing the natural enmity of our hearts;
hadst thou not sweetly constrained and drawn us with the
bands of love to thyself; never should we have loved thee, or
desired to love thee. But when that everlasting love of thine
prompted thy sacred breast to manifest it to us, and by thy
sweet SPIRIT to give us a sense and perception of it; then thy
love to our souls became the source and fountain of our love
to thee, and hath drawn us to thyself, and now will keep us
near thy dear Person forever!

There is a great beauty in the manner of the Church's
expression when she saith, Let him kiss me. She doth not call
JESUS by name, but A/m.: meaning, no doubt, that her whole
soul and heart was so full of him, that it was needless to
mention whom she meant. She could refer to no other. We
have several beautiful examples of the same kind in scripture.

11
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The Psalmist; Psalm 73:25. Mary Magdalene; John 20:15.
Peter's account of the Church; 1 Peter 1:8.

The object of the Church's request is interesting, that Jesus
would kiss her with the kisses of his mouth, meaning the
manifestation of his presence. This was what the O/
Testament-saints longed for; the appearance of CHRIST in the
flesh: and the same is what New Testament Dbelievers
continually desire more of. The manifestation of the LORD
JEsus, in substance of our flesh, might well be called kisses;
because his incarnation was a sure pledge that he came to
redeem our fallen nature; and the acceptance of redemption
by us, is, in one part of scripture, summed up in this
comprehensive way, as kissing the Son. Psalm 2:12. Well
might the Old Testament Church thus long for CHRIST'S
coming, that the salvation of Israel might come to Zion. Psalm
53:16. For however Gob spake in sundry times, and in divers
manners, to our fathers by the prophets; yet prophets, nor
angels, nor wise men, nor scribes, none were like Jesus: never
man spake like him. Thou, and thou only, dearest Jesus, hast
the words of eternal life. But, my soul, was this the request of
the OIld Testament Church only? Dost not thou, doth not
every real follower of the LORD Jesus in the New as earnestly
long, and passionately cry out, for frequent, constant,
uninterrupted manifestations of himself, and his love to our
hearts? Yes! the language of all that know our LORD JESUS
CHRIST, is, like the Church: Let him kiss me with the kisses of
his mouth.

I hardly think it necessary to remind the Reader, that the
request is for kisses in the plural number, and not for one kiss
only, a single token of Jesus’s love. The cause of this is very

12
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obvious. They who have tasted that the LoORD is gracious, will
desire to taste more and more of him. There must be
repeated manifestations of his love, and repeated desires of
the soul going forth after him. And though a believing soul
may, and will say, when under a dark state of mind, and an
absence, as to our view of things, of the light of Gob’s
countenance; oh! that Jesus would but grant me one token of
his love, one kiss of his mouth, one sweet smile of his favour,
which is better than life itself; yet, when the LORD JEesus
comes with his hands full of grace, and his heart full of love,
the soul finds such rapture in communion, that she will not be
satisfied with a little; but, like the Patriarch, will wrestle for a
blessing, and will lay hold of the skirt of his mantle, saying, /
will not let thee go, except thou bless me. Genesis 32:26.
Pause, Reader, and admire with me the condescension of our
Jesust doth he, indeed, whom angels adore, kiss with the
kisses of his mouth poor polluted sinners. Is it an honour to
kiss the hand of an earthly prince? And will our heavenly King
himself kiss with his mouth the beggars of the dunghill? Oh!
precious Jesust what a love is thine. But we must not stop
here. The Church gives the reason for her request: 7hy love is
better than wine. Let the Reader remark with me, that the
manner of expression in the song is now changed. She had
before been speaking of him. And now she particularly speaks
fo him. But what an endless subject is opened here in the
view of Jesus love? Who shall describe it, as it is in itself; as it
is in its effects; or as it manifests itself to the souls of his
people.

Yes! thou dearest Jesus, none but thyself can tell what it is. It
began before all worlds. It had its rise in thyself: nothing in
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us, no, not even our misery prompted thee to it, though our
misery afforded occasion for its display. But it would rob thee,
dearest LorD, of thy glory, in thy love to us, to say that
anything in us became the cause. No! it was spontaneous in
thy holy breast. And as it was from everlasting; so it is fo
everlasting. And the duration of thy love is only equaled by
the nature and quality of it, in its greatness, extensiveness,
aboundings, unmeasurable by heights, and depths, and
lengths, and breadths: a love indeed that passeth knowledge:
and as infinitely surpassing all creature love as the drop of the
bucket, or the small dust of the balance. Its blessed effects
also are such as no language can describe. All that we have in
time: all that we look forward to in eternity. All the mercies of
redemption, all the works of grace, and all the hopes of glory;
the whole hath its rise in this unparalleled love of Jesus.
Neither are the manifestations of it less wonderful on the
hearts of the LoRD's people. For what can equal the
astonishing powers of this love in converting such an heart as
mine, (may |, Reader, add yours also) from an hatred to the
LorD and his ways, to the love of him and his salvation. Can
you be surprised, Reader; then, that the Church should cry
out under such views of Jesus, Thy love is better than wine.
Wine is an high cordial, and as such it is recommended in the
book of the Proverbs, to be given fo the heavy in heart.
Proverbs 31:6. But then it can reach no further than to the
refreshment of the body. But the love of our Jesus reacheth to
the soul. If | give a poor, famishing, fainting creature a little
wine, it may revive his spirits. But if JEsus gives his precious
love to me, it will heal my soul. It hath done so, dearest LORD,
for thou hast quickened my soul which before was dead in
trespasses and sins. And now the renewed draughts of the
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same everlasting love keep my soul alive, and preserve it
from day to day. Reader! do you know anything of this love of
JEsus? Can you say, as the Church did, 7Ay love is better than
wine? If so, let us ask the dear LorRD to shed abroad the
sweet tokens of this love more and more in our hearts: here
is no danger of intoxication. We would be drunken, but not
with wine. Jesus hath said, Drink, yea, drink abundantly, O
beloved.

SoNG OF SoLomoN 1:3
Because of the savour of thy good ointments thy name /s as
ointment poured forth, therefore do the virgins love thee.

It is the Church which is here addressing herself to Jesus. And
the substance of what this verse contains seems to be, that
there is in her esteem so much fragrancy and preciousness in
the very name of her LorD, that, like the holy ointment of the
sanctuary, which was both costly and odorous, her spiritual
senses were gratified by it. And not only the Church, but the
heart of the virgins were sweetly influenced by the same. It
may be proper to remind the Reader, that the LorD himself
gave Moses the prescription for making the holy ointment, to
be used in the sanctuary, with which Aaron and his sons, and
the tabernacle were to be anointed. See Exodus 30:22-30.
And we find in after ages, that the consecration of kings, and
priests, and prophets, as well as the vessels of the tabernacle
was by this ointment. Hence, therefore, the LORD JESUS CHRIST
is said to be anointed, both as King in Zion, as Priest after the
order of Melchisedek, and as Prophet, when he was anointed
to preach the gospel to the poor. He as our great Head and
Mediator, was anointed with the oil of gladness above his
fellows, when, like another Aaron, (and whom Aaron typified),
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the holy oil of the SpIrRIT was poured out without measure
upon his sacred head, which ran down to the skirts of his
garments, even to the humblest and poorest of the members
of his mystical body, who are said thereby to have an unction
from the Holy One, and to know all things. 1 John 2:20. Psalm
110:2-4. Psalm 45:7. lIsaiah 61:1. Psalm 133:2. Reader! how
sweet is it to observe, that our LORD JESUS CHRIST, whose
name for his redemption-work to his Church and people
becomes so precious and savoury, was thus anointed as the
GoD-MAN Mediator from all eternity. Well may his name be as
ointment poured forth, when we behold him as the anointed
of the FATHER, full of grace and truth, and engaging before all
worlds for our redemption, anointed by the HoLy GHOST from
the womb in his human nature, at his baptism, through his
whole offices and ministry, and, when returning triumphant to
glory, receiving all the gifts of the HoLy GHosT for his people,
and all power as Mediator both in heaven and in earth.
Reader! is not his name as ointment poured forth to you?—
But here is another sweet part in this verse to be noticed by
us. The Church calls these ointments #/y good ointments.
Yes! they are peculiarly belonging to our Jesus. They are his,
in common with the FATHER and the HoLy GHosT, as Gop. Alf
things were made by him, and without was not any thing
made that was made. John 1:3.

But these are yet more peculiarly his as Gob-MAN Mediator,
because by redemption-work he hath purchased all the gifts
and graces of the HoLy Sprr/iT for his people: for all these are
included in the covenant. See Isaiah 59:21. Isaiah 44:2, 3,
&c. And they are his, being himself the sum and substance of
the whole of them, to bestow them on whom, and in what
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degree and extent he pleases; for /it pleased the FATHER that
in him should all fulness awell; and it is of his fulness all his
people receive, and grace for grace. John 1:16. John 17:2.
Reader! is not JEsus name most sweet and precious to you on
these accounts? Doth it not give a lift to your soul, when you
hear him say, | have all grace, and faith, and strength, and
consolation, and every new covenant mercy; and | have it for
my people. But we must not stop here in our review of this
blessed verse. The Church saith, that it is the name of Jesus
which is as ointment to her soul. Here, therefore, as no one
particular name is mentioned, and he hath condescended to
reveal himself under so very many, and all of them most
precious, precious names, have we not authority to conclude,
that every name of Jesus is; or ought to be, like the most
fragrant ointment to our spiritual senses? And didst thou not,
dearest Jesus, purposely in this verse cause thy Church to
speak only of thy name in general, without particularizing
which, that thy people might learn from hence, that all are
equally dear, and all equally to be prized, as the most costly
ointment of the sanctuary? Reader! where shall you and I
begin, or where end, in the enumeration of the many precious
names of the LorD Jesus. Oh! my adored LorD Gob, | would
call thee JEHOVAH, ALEHIM, ADONAI, EMMANUEL, THE LORD OUR
RIGHTEOUSNESS, Wonderful, Counsellor, the mighty Gob, the
everlasting FATHER, the Prince of Peace. The Shiloh, the
redeemer, the HoLy ONE of Israel. The CHRIST of Gobp, the sent
of Gob, the anointed of Gop, the sealed of Gob. | would call
thee Jesus, the Saviour of poor lost sinners, my Saviour, my
King, my Gob. Oh! how shall I enumerate the thousandth part
of thy loveliness, or of the sweet savor of thy name. Blessed
be Gob, there is salvation in no other; my soul renounceth
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every other, most completely and fully satisfied as | am, that
there is no other name under heaven given among men
whereby we must be saved. Acts, 4:12. There is yet re-
maining to be noticed, that part of this lovely verse which
speaks of the virgins affection to Jesus: therefore do the
virgins love thee. By the virgins, it seems probable is meant
true believers. And this title of virgins is not singular when
applied to such, for the undefiled in heaven before the throne
are called by the same name. Revelation 14:2. And there is a
great propriety in it, if we consider that the followers of the
LamMB are supposed to have a single eye to the Redeemer's
glory: are chaste in life, in conversation, in doctrine, in
fellowship, and above all in their attachment to Jesus. Paul
beautifully speaks of believers to this effect in one of his
epistles: / am jealous over you (says he) with godly jealousy,
for | have espoused to one husband, that | may present you
as a chaste virgin to CHRIST. 2 Corinthians 11:2. Reader! do
you and | love Jesus on the same account? Have we such
regard to his person, that his name, his people, his word, his
ordinances, and all that belong to him, are precious in our
esteem? Every poor follower of Jesus may ascertain his real
love and faith in the LAvB by this rule. Peter saith, that unto
them which believe he is precious. 1 Peter 2:7. Then it will
plainly follow, and | am a believer if Jesus be precious to me.

SoNG OF SoLomoN 1:4

Draw me, we will run after thee: the king hath brought me into
his chambers: we will be glad and rejoice in thee, we will
remember thy love more than wine: the upright love thee.

The Church is still going on in her discourse in this verse: and
her address is still to him, whose name /s as ointment poured
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forth. The verse opens with a petition to the LorD, draw me.
As if conscious, that without this precious act of sovereign
grace, and which is literally the case, the church could not
come to Jesus. It is a promise of JEHOVAH, arising from his
everlasting love, to draw his people. / have loved thee with an
everlasting love,; therefore with loving kindness have I drawn
thee. Jeremiah 31:3. And our LORD JesuUs hath laid so much
stress upon those drawings of the FATHER, that he expressly
saith: no man can came unto me, except the FATHER which
hath sent me draw him. John 6:44. and again repeated to
show its importance, verse 65. But, as if to show at once that
one-ness in the GODHEAD, which Jesus hath with the FATHER,
and to encourage the poor sinner which like the Church here
desires to be drawn to CHRIST, Jesus himself sweetly promised
in his gospel, that when he was lifted up upon his cross all his
redeemed ones he would draw to himself. John 12:32.
Reader! do you know what those gracious drawings mean in
your own experience? Have you felt your heart constrained to
come to Jesus CHRIST for life and for salvation, convinced by
the HoLy GHosT that you need his salvation, and that without
it you are lost forever. If so, you will be able to describe,
better than any form of words | can make use of, what that
sovereign and effectual grace is, which totally differs from all
moral persuasion, and which sweetly constrains the soul to fly
out of itself into the arms of Jesus, for pardon, mercy, and
peace, in the blood of his cross. You will then be able to tell
me, how the LORD wrought upon your heart, how divinely he
taught you the evil of sin, and loveliness of Jesus: and led out
your whole soul upon his person and righteousness. And since
the first drawings of his love, how he now at times inclines
your whole soul to desire nearer communion with him, and
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more frequent manifestations of himself; and to keep you
from ever more being drawn away by the world, by the
suggestions of Satan, or the remains of indwelling corruption
in your own heart, from Jesus, the sole object of your love.
See David's desire to this effect, Psalm 27:4.

But we should observe on this verse, that while the church
prays to be drawn to Jesus, she promiseth for herself and
companions (perhaps the virgins before spoken of) that they
will run after him. Draw me, we will run after thee. When she
says draw me, we will run after thee; the Church did not
mean to say that the drawing of her would incline all to run,
unless indeed we consider the Church in this place, as the col-
lected body of believers, and then the doctrine is sweet and
consolatory. For the Church as one made up of the whole
body, of which Jesus is the head, is Ais fulness. Ephesians
1:23, But without reading the passage in this sense, it will
follow that the drawings of the LORD are necessary for every
individual member of his mystical body. There is a great
beauty in the expression running after CHRIST. Not simply
running fo him once for protection, but always pursuing him:
following the LavB whithersoever he goeth. Revelation 14:4.
Cleaving to him, as Moses expresseth it. Deuteronomy 10:20;
or as lIsaiah hath it, hanging upon him all the glory of his
FATHER'S Ahouse. 1saiah 22:24. It is in this sense David meant it
no doubt, when he said; / will run the way of thy
commandments, when thou shalt enlarge my heart. Psalm
119:32.

The next clause in the verse seems to carry with it an idea,
that her request hath been heard and answered: for the
Church saith, the king hath brought me into his chambers.
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And this proves the truth of that most blessed promise: And it
shall come to pass that before they call 1 will answer, and
while they are yet speaking, | will hear. 1saiah. 65:24.

By the King, as hath before been observed, can be meant no
other than the LorD Jesus. And by the Church distinguishing
him, peculiarly by this title in the very opening of her song is
meant, no doubt, to show the sovereignty of JEHOVAH in
redemption. It is beautiful if we consider the title given, in the
very commencement of the communion and fellowship
between CHrIST and his Church, on this account, as referring
the whole into the LorD’s supremacy. When a poor sinner in
the afterstages of his warfare is enabled to look back and
trace sovereign power in the founding of salvation; whatever
difficulties then occur, he feels a proportioned confidence in
the issue of every event. Is it not JEHOvAH that hath founded
Zion, and shall not the poor of his people trust in it? Isaiah
14:32. Can anything undo his purposes, or make him alter the
plan of his counsel Hath he said, and shall he not do it: or
hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good? Numbers
23:19. Oh! Reader it is very sweet in times of trial to rest
upon the sovereignty of Gob, and his faithfulness in the
promise: for then, like the prophet, the soul can sing; 7he
LORD thy GoD /n the midst of thee is mighty, he will save, he
will rejoice over thee with joy, he will rest in his love, he will
Joy over thee with singing. Zephaniah 3:17. Reader! what are
your views of this glorious, this sovereign, this almighty king
Jesus? Do you know him in his GODHEAD, as one with the
FATHER over all, GoD blessed for ever? Do you know him as
the Gobp-mMAN Mediator, to whom as the constituted head of his
Church an universal empire is his, in heaven and in earth; the
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sovereign of angels, of all worlds, of heaven, hell, death, and
the grave? He saith himself, all power is mine in heaven and
/in earth. And he hath not only received a kingdom which
cannot be moved, from the gift of his FATHER; but by his blood
and the conquests of his grace he hath purchased to himself
universal and everlasting dominion. Doth my Reader's heart,
with holy joy, bend to the sceptre of his kingly throne? And
doth his tongue as gladly confess that Jesus CHRIST /s LORD fo
the glory of Gop the FATHER? This is made one striking mark of
his people, and confirmed by the solemnity of JEHOVAH'S own
asseveration. Isaiah 45:23.

By the king's having brought the Church into his chambers,
we may understand that the marriage between CHRIST and his
Church is consummated. The union is formed. The poor
sinner is one in CHRIST Jesus. The SonN of Gob hath
accomplished the long planned object of redemption. From
the gift of his FATHER, the purchase of his blood, and the
conquests of his SpIRIT, he hath now brought home his bride
the Church, hath led her into his chambers, made her savingly
acquainted with the treasures of his grace, and put her in
possession of all his promises, which neither death, nor hell,
no, nor the unbelief of her own heart shall finally deprive her
of. Well might the prophet in the contemplation cry out; Sing,
O ye heavens, for the LORD hath done it; shout ye lower parts
of the earth: break forth into singing ye mountains, O forest,
and every tree therein: for the LORD hath redeemed Jacob,
and glorified himself in Israel. 1saiah 44:23. | beg the Reader
particularly to remark with me the delightful expression in this
part of the verse, the king hath brought the Church into his
chambers. Not that the Church found her way there, neither
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of herself came there; but the king brought her there. Yes!
thou dearest Jesus! thou must bring thy people in, or they will
never come. It is thou that hast opened a new and living way
for us through thy blood. And the way thou hast once opened
by thy blood, thou ever livest to keep open by thy power, and
the all prevailing efficacy of thy merits, death, and
intercession; but unless thou bring us in, and by the
sovereignty of thy HoLy SpiriT lead our souls by the hand into
thy presence, and the presence of Gob our FATHER; never
would any of thy people draw nigh in their own strength and
merit. Reader! | trust the LorD hath taught you this precious
truth; that having the sentence if death in ourselves we may
not trust in ourselves, but in him that raiseth the dead. 2
Corinthians 1:9.

But what are those chambers into which the king brings his
Church and people? Not those mansions above, | apprehend,
which Jesus is gone before to take possession of in his
Church's name, and whence he will come again by and by to
take his people to himself. Though believers now, may truly
be said by faith to rest in Jesus; for he is the rest wherewith
he causeth the weary to rest, and he is their refreshing.
Isaiah 28:12. But concerning our everlasting home it may be
said of this, as Moses told Israel in the wilderness: ye are not
as yet come to the rest, and to the inheritance which the LORD
your Gob giveth you. Deuteronomy 12:9. Those chambers of
the king therefore seem to mean, acquaintance, and
knowledge, and communion, into which the LorRD brings poor
sinners when he shows them his covenant: when he reveals
to them his love, and brings them more intimately acquainted
with their own corruptions, and their need of him: when he
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opens to them the scriptures of truth: pours out upon them
the gracious manifestations of himself: gives them ravishing
views of his glory, and in short, reveals himself to them
otherwise than he doeth to the world. John 14:22. Reader!
hath our king Jesus in any of those ways brought you into his
chambers?

The joy of those spoken of in this verse, is the next point to
be regarded. We will be glad and rejoice in thee: that is, in
CHRIST. But who the persons are that are said here to be glad
and rejoice in CHRIST, is not said; though it should seem from
what was related before, that it means the virgins, or
believers in Jesus. And there is indeed enough cause to be
glad, and to rejoice in him. His person, his salvation, his love
to his people; his great undertaking for them, and his
accomplishment of it: everything indeed relating to Jesus
furnisheth subject for joy. When we consider what he is in
himself, what he is to his Church, what he hath wrought,
what he will perform, and what will be the everlasting source
of happiness in him; these thoughts furnish endless matter of
rejoicing, so that well might the virgins be said to express
themselves in the words of this verse: we will be glad and
rejoice in thee. Reader! what saith your heart to the same?
Have you ever contemplated the LavmB of God in his own
spotless purity? Have you ever beheld him taking away sin, by
the sacrifice of himself? Have you looked at our Jesus and
contemplated him under all his endearing characters, bringing
in his Church as the king into his chambers: acting as the
High Priest in making atonement for his people by his blood,
and pleading their cause by his complete righteousness and
intercession? And as the great prophet of his Church teaching
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by his HoLy SerriT all things, and guiding and leading into all
truth? Do you behold him who is thus set forth in his blessed
word, and do you not find your heart going forth in the same
earnestness as the virgins: We will be glad and rejoice in
thee.

But this is not all. It is added: we will remember thy love
more than wine. Hath not this an allusion to the ordinance of
the supper? The LorD hath made in this mountain a feast to
all people, of wine on the lees well refined. Isaiah 25:6. But
saith the believing soul, the remembrance of Jesus love shall
more exhilarate my soul; than the strongest, richest, wine.
Reader! it is one thing to have communion with the cup at the
table, and another to have fellowship with Jesus in his blood.
In that sacred service are your eyes singly to him, and his
person, whom GoD hath set forth a propitiation through faith,
in his blood? Romans 3:25.

The last clause of this verse is, The upright love thee. By the
upright we may suppose are meant, sincere followers of
Jesus. David calls them the undefiled in the way, and that
walk in the law of the LorD. Psalm 119:1. Precious souls who
have given in their names to. Jesus, and will not go back. The
book of Ruth furnisheth a beautiful example of the kind in the
person of that converted Moabite. The language of every true
believer in CHRIST corresponds to what she said to Naom.
Intreat me not (she said) fo /eave thee, or to return from
following after thee: for whither thou goest | will go, and
where thou lodgest | will lodge: thy people shall be my
people, and thy Gob my Gob. Where thou diest I will die, and
there will 1 be buried. The LORD do so to me, and more also, if
ought but death part thee and me. Ruth 1:16, 17.
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SoNG OF SoLoMmON 1:5
I am black, but comely, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, as the tents
of Kedar, as the curtains of Solomon.

There is a very great beauty in this verse, considered as to
the view the Church had of herself as she really was in
herself, and as she really was in CHRIST, and as beheld in him.
And 1 think, if the Reader connects these expressions (as no
doubt he ought) with what went before, he will discover a still
greater beauty. She had desired the LorD to draw her that
she might run after him—this was done. The king had
brought her into his very chambers. Overpowered with such
condescending grace the Church looks into herself, and sees
so much vileness and iniquity that her soul swoons in the
view, and cries out “l am black, O ye daughters of
Jerusalem:” full of spots, and in myself covered over with the
leprosy of sin. But behold, by the clothing of Jesus’s
righteousness and the washing in his blood, how comely | am
in the comeliness which he hath put upon me?

By the daughters of Jerusalem | should conceive is meant the
same as the virgins before noticed: only as a beautiful variety
to heighten the representation they are here called daughters.
For considering Jerusalem which is above, as the Apostle calls
her, the Mother of us all, who belong to the gospel church,
and of the general assembly whose names are written in
heaven, they are all one in CHRIST JESUS. See Galatians 4:26.
Hebrews 12:22, 23. Galatians 3:27, 28. The comparison the
Church makes of her corruption by nature to the tents of
Kedar, and of her loveliness in Jesus to the curtains of
Solomon, is uncommonly beautiful. Kedar was one of the
children of /shmael, whose posterity dwelt in tents, being
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shepherds. And no doubt those tents being exposed to the
weather acquired blackness from variety of seasons, of sun,
and storms, and rain. The blackness of those tents became no
unapt representation of the dark state of the mind by nature,
and the habit of mourning in the soul by reason thereof. And
moreover, it might be meant to show also the black estate in
which the Church of Jesus appears in the eyes of the world.
See Genesis, 24:13. Isaiah 42:11. The contrast to all this in
the curtains of Solomon, which, no doubt, from the riches of
Solomon, and the splendour in which he lived, must have
been very superb and elegant, is equally striking to represent
the loveliness of the Church, who as the king's daughter is all
glorious within, when beheld in the garment of CHRIST'S
salvation, and made as Zion is said to be, a perfection of
beauty, from the comeliness JeEsus hath put upon her. See
Lamentations 2:15. Psalm 45:13. Ezekiel 16:14. Reader! what
say you to this account the Church gives of herself? Can you
adopt the same language? Do you behold yourself as in
yourself, vile and worthless: but in the righteousness of Jesus,
without spot or wrinkle, or any such thing? Can you join issue
with the Church; 7 will greatly rejoice

in the Lorp, my soul shall be joyful in my Gob, for he hath
clothed me with the garments of salvation.: he hath covered
me with the robe of righteousness as a bridegroom decketh
himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with
her jewels. lsaiah 61:10.

Before | dismiss this verse, | would call upon the Reader to
remark with me what a precious view this state of the Church
gives, both of our LorD'S unparalleled grace and
condescension, and the happy state into which the sinner is
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brought by his great salvation. | stand amazed, dearest JESUS,
notwithstanding all I have heard, and all I have known of thy
love to our fallen nature, in the contemplation of such grace
as is here displayed. Was it not enough that thou shouldest
come down from the realms of light and glory, to seek and
save that which was lost; but dost thou go on to such
unequalled condescension as to receive sinners, and eat with
them? to make those that are by nature black as the tents of
Kedar, fair and lovely as the curtains of So/ormon? Nay, more,
to unite them to thyself, and to make them one with thyself in
the human nature, as thou art one with the FATHER in the
GODHEAD. Reader, if happily the LorD thy Gob hath wrought
this work of grace on thee, learn why it is the King hath
brought thee into his chambers, namely, from his love and
mercy; not thy desert. And in the consciousness of this,
however despised and looked upon as black by the world,
rejoice in the hidden glory put upon thee by the LORD thy
righteousness. This is enough to support thee under all thy
afflictions.

SONG OF SOLOMON 1:6

Look not upon me, because | am black, because the sun hath
looked upon me: my mother’s children were angry with me; they
made me the keeper of the vineyards; but mine own vineyard
have | not kept.

If, as some have thought, the Gentile Church is here
particularly referred to, who being converted from heathenism
and idolatry, to the knowledge and enjoyment of the
covenant Gop in CHRIST, may be said to have been gathered
from a dark estate, there will be an uncommon degree of
beauty in the expressions. Look not upon me with an eye of
disdain by reason of my former situation, nor of envy,
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because Jesus hath regarded me in my low estate, for his
mercy endureth for ever. Reader! it is always precious to keep
in view the rock whence we were hewn, and the hole of the
pit from whence we were digged. lsaiah 51:1. But, indeed, in
a more general point of view, the converted soul, conscious of
its own worthlessness and unsuitableness to bear inspection,
begs favour in the eyes of all lookers on, not to estimate the
state in which the soul stands in Jesus’s love, by what they
recollect of her former condition by nature, or the many
infirmities since grace hath been vouchsafed her. The
ungodly, unawakened, and carnal world, delight in the frailties
of Gop’s children. Aha! is their language, if at any time they
fall, so would we have it.

By the sun looking upon her, some have thought is meant the
Son of righteousness. But this blessed aspect would not
contribute to make black, but fair, for so is the promise.
Malachi 4:2. | rather think that the expression is similar, in
allusion to hot countries, to what our LORD saith in his gospel,
concerning the scorching sun on the seed; inducing, heat like
the fire of persecution. And then the sense will be, look not
upon me with a jealous or suspicious eye; questioning the
reality of the work of grace in my heart, because | have so
much blackness of infirmities upon me; for | have been so
scorched with the sun of persecution, that | am not in myself
what | am in CHRIST JESUS.

My mother's children were angry with me. This phrase is very
plain in its meaning, after what our LORD JESUs CHRIST hath
taught us of the displeasure of carnal relations, as soon as
ever a work of grace is wrought upon the heart. A man's foes
are they of his own household. How strikingly is this
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manifested in every age of the Church. Reader! put it down as
a maxim of everlasting truth and certainty. As in the case of
Jacob and Esau; as he that was born after the flesh
persecuted him that was born after the spirit, even so it Is
now. Galatians 4:29.

They made me the keeper of the vineyards. Keeper of the
vineyards was the most servile office; and, from the extreme
heat and sultry exposure out of doors in the execution of it,
became an irksome employment. In a spiritual sense,
perhaps, it means that the Church was long exposed to false
teachers when in the unconverted state of heathenism. And in
the Jewish Church our LorD told the scribes and pharisees,
that they had made the commandments of Gob of none effect
by their traditions. Nothing can be more opposite to the true
spirit of the gospel than forms of godliness without the power.
In a figurative language this may be called the vine of Sodom,
and the fields of Gomorrah, the grapes of which are grapes of
gall, and their clusters are bitter. Deuteronomy 32:32.

But mine own vineyard have | not kept. How beautiful is
grace which thus induceth humility. We find a little further on
in this Song the LorD Jesus calleth his spouse the fairest
among women; yet in the view she had of herself, she sees
nothing but blackness as the tents of Kedar; and the neglect
of her own soul, while engaged in the service of others. Such,
Reader, depend upon it, will ever be the teaching of the HoLy
GHoST. The soul who lives nearest to Jesus in sweet
fellowship, and communion, will be led most to discover his
own poverty and negligence. We see most dust in a room
where the sun shines must clear; and the believer never lies
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lower before the LorD in humbleness of spirit, than when the
LoRrD JEsus exalts that soul with brighter views of his glory.

SONG OF SoLOMON 1:7

Tell me, O thou whom my soul loveth, where thou feedest, where
thou makest thy flock to rest at noon: for why should | be as one
that turneth aside by the flocks of thy companions?

There is a great beauty in this verse. The Church had been
speaking in the preceding to the daughters of Jerusalem. She
now turns from them to speak to Jesus. The communion of
saints is sweet: but, oh! how infinitely sweeter is fellowship
and communion with the FATHER, and with his SoN JEsus
CHRIST. 1 John 1:3. But what doth thee Church say to Jesus?
She considers him under one of his precious characters, as
the great Shepherd of his fold, the Church; and viewing
herself as his property, both by the FATHER's gift, his own
purchase, and the conquests of his grace by his HoLY SpirIT,
she earnestly desires that he would tell her where it was that
he fed his flock, and where he caused it to rest at noon. Every
word in this sweet verse is most highly interesting; but it
would swell the Commentary to a length not admissible in a
work of this kind, to enlarge upon the several portions of it. A
few of the more striking particulars must be sufficient.

In the first place, the cry of a truly awakened soul, for
personal enjoyment of Jesus and all his benefits, is here
strongly expressed, 7ell me, O thou, whom my soul loveth!
Reader! it is the truest sign of interest in Jesus, when the soul
is going out after him in longing desires. And do observe
further, that the soul may be going out in the most earnest
desires after Jesus, when, as in the instance of the Church
here, the soul may be at a loss where to find her Beloved.
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There may be, and there sometimes is, in the best of CHRIST'S
disciples, darkness upon the mind from the persecution of the
world, the temptations of Satan, and from the body of sin and
death they carry about with them: but when Jesus, by his
HoLy SpiriT, awakes anew this desire in the soul, these desires
plainly prove that the grace of the LORD JESUS remains
unextinguished.

In the next place, we may observe the unanswerable strength
of the arguments the Church makes use of to prevail with
Jesus. He is her Beloved; and she is in extreme need. Reader!
it is a precious testimony in the soul, when, like Peter, amidst
the numberless circumstances of unworthiness which are in
me, | can still say, LorRD! thou knowest all things; thou
knowest that I love thee. And shall one that loves Jesus, be as
one that loves him not? Shall I be in doubt like others, that
know thee not; whether I am thine, or not? Shall I, whom
thou hast betrothed to thyself as thy spouse, be regarded as
if 1 was an harlot? Shall it be thought by others that are
turned aside, and who are not of thy fold, that I am like one
of them? Oh! show me where thou feedest, where this flock
is; that, like a lamb of it, I may be found among thy fold, and
fed from thine own hand, and brought under thine own eye
and care.

There is a very great beauty in this character of the LORD
JESUS,

considered in his pastoral office, in which the Church here
beholds him. And if the Reader hath not been much
accustomed to consider Jesus under this character and office,
I shall rejoice, if the reference to him, which the Church
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makes in this most interesting point of view, should call up his
attention. Through the whole of the eventful history of the
Church, from the very first forming of it, to the ministry of
JESUS at his incarnation, the LorRD seems to have been pleased
that his people should consider him under this character:
hence one of the sacred writers cries out, Give ear, O
Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a flock: thou
that dwellest between the cherubims, shine forth. Psalm 80:1.
And as if Gob our FATHER meant to hold him forth to his
people in a yet more endearing point of view, it is remarkable
that he is called Gop’s Shepherd. See Zechariah 13:7. And
that his people might know him as such, as suited to all their
wants and circumstances, he is expressly distinguished under
the various names of the great Shepherd, Hebrews 13:20; the
good Shepherd, John 10:11; the chief Shepherd, 1 Peter 5:4,
and the like; intimating that he is exactly suited to every case
of his flock. His greatness becomes their security for all
things: his goodness, never to let them want: his sovereignty,
and being the only One, implies that every other is
unnecessary. And as the FATHER's Shepherd, coming in his
name, appointed by his authority, all his acts are valid, and
his sheep cannot but be eternally secure. 7hey shall never
perish, nor any pluck them out of his hand; because his
FATHER gave them, who Is greater than all, and none can
pluck them out of his FATHER'S hand. | saith Jesus, and my
FATHER are One. John 10:28-30.

| stay not to particularize the many precious things folded up
in this one character of  Jesus: | only refer the Reader to
the several passages in his sacred word, which confirm
this glorious truth: and | beg of him, to read the same with
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attention; and form, under the teaching of the HoLy GHOST,
his opinion of their importance. John 10:16-18. Psalm 23.
Ezekiel 34

throughout. Hebrews 13:20.

But beside the character of Jesus as a Shepherd, We must
notice the office also belonging to our dear LorD, of feeding.
Tell me (saith the Church) where thou feedest. Now this is a
most delightful feature in the portrait of Jesus. It was
prophesied of him before his coming, that Ae should feed his
flock like a Shepherd. Isaiah 40:11. And it is affirmed of him
after his return to glory, that /e /s the LamB in the midst of the
throne to feed his Church. Revelation 7:17. So that this act of
CHRIST is perpetual. And if we take into our consideration
what is evidently implied in feeding, we shall discover that it
intends every thing necessary to be done for the welfare of
his flock. It is the office of the Shepherd, not only to provide
pasture, but to protect from rapine; not only to guard the
weak, but to restore wanderers, to heal the diseased, to
search and seek out those that are scattered in the dark and
cloudy day; or as Jesus most graciously expresses it himself:
To seek that which was lost, and bring back again that which
was driven away: to bind up that which was broken, and
strengthen that which was sick. Ezekiel 34:16. Reader! have
you ever considered your Almighty Shepherd under this sweet
character? Have you yourself experienced the tenderness of
your Shepherd? Do you know him, of going in and out before
you in the pastures of his holy word, in the ordinances of
worship, and in the gracious services of his house of prayer?
Do you know him in his voice, in seasons of wandering, in his
watchings over you like the Shepherd of Bethlehem in right
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seasons; in his deliverance of you from the lion's dens, and
the mountains of the leopards. Oh! the preciousness of
knowing the Redeemer under this endearing character! The
sheep of CHRIST, who are the objects of his care, can best
describe what is implied in this one feature of their LORD’S
love towards them. The office of a Shepherd is distinguished
in the freeness and graciousness of his love. Though the
sheep fail in their obedience, Jesus never fails in his love. It is
his own grace, not our desert, which becomes the rule of his
conduct. Frequently the poor silly sheep is unconscious of his
wants and weaknesses; but doth the Shepherd wait to be
informed? Is it needful that they should cry before he
relieves? Oh! no. Their need affords the opportunity for the
display of his grace; and his own love is the sole motive of all
his mercy and tenderness towards them. Precious Shepherd
of thy blood-bought sheep! the flock of slaughter? how de-
lightful is it to my soul, that the needy as well as the full, the
distressed as well as the strong, the wandering as well as the
restored, are the peculiar objects of thy care. / have gone
astray, dear LORD, like a sheep that is lost: O seek thy
servant, for | do not forget thy commandments. Psalm
119:176.

But we must not stop here. The LORD Jesus not only feeds his
flock like a shepherd; but in the act of feeding, the food with
which he feeds them, infinitely surpasseth all other
sustenance: for he not only feeds them in his ordinances, by
the ministry of his word, with the discoveries of his grace, the
precious nourishment of the gospel; but he himself gives
them to eat of the hidden manna, the bread of life, even his
own body and blood, which is meat and drink indeed. And his
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language is, £at, O friends, drink, yea, drink abundantly, O
beloved. Reader! doth not your very soul cry out, in the
contemplation of this unequalled love of the LORD JESuUs, LORD!
evermore give me this bread. John 6:27-58. Oh! dearest,
merciful, gracious Redeemer! feed my soul with the
manifestations of thy glory—give me to see what thou art in
thyself, what thou art to thy people, what thou hast done for
thy Church, and what relation thou standest in to them! Feed
my soul with the communications of thy love—let my soul live
upon thee in thy pardoning, refreshing, renewing,
strengthening, confirming grace. And let the consolation of
thy HoLy SpiriT become the perpetual nourishment of my soul,
when, in all his blessed offices, he is taking of thine, and
showing unto me.

There is another point to be considered in this delightful
verse; and that is the question of the Church: Where Jesus
feeds, and where he causeth his flock to rest at noon? by
which we may observe, that it is not enough for the seeking
soul to know Aow, and with what sweet and suitable food the
Great Shepherd supplies the necessities of his flock, but
where the seeking soul is to come. To this the answer is
direct: wherever the pure and unadulterated gospel is
preached, and gospel ordinances are faithfully administered,
there the Redeemer hath promised his presence, wherever
two or three are met in his name. Matthew 18:20. There he
will be found of them that seek him. And also under the noon
of persecution, the noon of temptation, the noon of affliction,
or any other season of trial, like the scorching heat of a sultry
day, in a dry and barren land, where no water is; there Jesus
hath his resting places, and deeply exercised souls may find a
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sweet resting place in him, through the everlasting covenant
love, and faithfulness of the FATHER; the justifying blood and
righteousness of the LORD Jesus CHRIST; and the powerful
efficacy, strength, and aid of Gop the HoLy GHOST. T7his is the
rest (saith the Prophet, in allusion to all these grand things)
wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest, and this is the
refreshing,; lsaiah 28:12. Reader! do you seek with the
Church to the Great Shepherd for this resting place? Here set
up thy rest in the faithfulness of JEHOvAH, against all the
accusations of conscience, the charges of Satan, the arrest of
justice, and the curse of GopD’s broken law. This is what my
soul would plead, in the double plea, of the sovereign grace
of GoD the FATHER's covenant love, and GobD the Redeemer's
justifying blood and righteousness: and sure I am, as Job
justly argued; God will not plead against me with his great
power, when he hath put the strength of his own salvation in
me. There, in Jesus’s finished work, the righteous might
dispute with him; so should | be delivered for ever from my
Judge. There can be no ground for fear of a condemnation
from GopD the FATHER; while my soul stands clothed and
justified before him in the appointed and approved
righteousness of Gob the Sow. See Job 23:6.

SONG OF SoLomoN 1:8

If thou know not, O thou fairest among women, go thy way forth
by the footsteps of the flock, and feed thy kids beside the
shepherds’ tents.

Some have thought, that this answer is given by the virgins or
daughters of Jerusalem: but, not to remark that it is a little
unlikely, that young converts should better know where
CHRIST is to be found, than elder believers: it should seem to
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be much more probable to be the answer of the LORD JESUS
himself: for the promise is, Before my people call | will
answer, and while they are yet speaking | will hear. lsaiah
65:24. And, Reader! do not fail to observe, how sweetly and
affectionately Jesus speaks to his Church, and by what
endearing names he calls her. Remark, then, that however
black, in their own eyes, believers appear; yet, in JESUS'S view,
they are fair. But do not forget to connect with this view the
sole cause, namely, because they are beheld by him in his
robe of righteousness, and made comely from the comeliness
he hath put upon them. Oh! precious Jesus! is this thy love,
thy matchless, unparalleled love, to make souls that are in
themselves black, fair in thy loveliness, and then to admire
them for thy own graces!

But, Reader, observe further in this verse, how very gentle
the rebukes of CHRIST are, for the ignorance of his people. It
is as if he had said, After so many evidences as | have given
thee of my love in my communion with thee, and
manifestations towards thee, art thou ignorant where to find
me? As he said to Philip, Have I been so long time with thee,
and yet hast thou not known me, Philjp? John 14:9. Reader!
call to mind that scripture in all thy moments of doubts, and
fears, and ignorance. He will not break the bruised reed, nor
quench the smoking flax. 1saiah 42:3. Matthew 12:20.

The latter part of this verse, in the direction of Jesus, is as
plain as it is precious, and as refreshing as it is important. The
flock, to which the spouse is directed, can mean no other
than the whole body of CHrIST, his Church, which the FATHER
hath given him, and which is the purchase of his blood. 7he
Shepherds here spoken of, are the ministers, the under
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pastors of the fold, such as are faithful in the work and doc-
trine, and correspond to such as the LorD promised he would
give Pastors after his own heart, which should feed them with
understanding and knowledge. Jeremiah 3:15. And by the
footsteps of the flock, evidently are intended the several
ordinances and means of grace. And perhaps the ids refer to
the case of young believers; so that our LORD JEsus directs his
people in this verse to search out a pure ministry of his Holy
Word, that their souls may be fed and nourished, and built up
in their most holy faith; that whether they are babes in
CHRIST, or young men, or fathers in Gobp; the soul-reviving,
soul-refreshing truths of his holy gospel may be their daily
food.

SONG OF SOLOMON 1:9
I have compared thee, O my love, to a company of horses in
Pharaoh’s chariots.

I beg the Reader to be particularly careful in his observations
on the very tender appellations which pass between Jesus and
his Church. It is, indeed, one of the most distinguishing
features of this delightful book; and as, more or less, he will
meet with such in every chapter, and many times in the same
Chapter, | do desire once for all, that he will mark it down as
an object of great note. Indeed the Church and her spouse
seem, at times, to labour for expressions, as if to excel the
commendations of one another: nor is this to be wondered
at.—How dear soever to a truly awakened believer the LORD
JESUS is; yet we must conclude, that in love, as well as in all
other things, Jesus hath the preeminence. /f we love him, it is
because he first loved us. |1 hope, Reader, that we both love
Him, on account of his Person, his love to us, his suitableness
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to us, the manifestations he hath made of Himself to us, our
union with him, and our communion from him. But when | call
to mind the source of his love, the commencement of his
love, the nature of his love, the quality of his love; the extent,
the power, the degree, the unchangeableness of it; and, if
possible more than all, the unmerited freeness, fulness, and
sovereignty of it, bestowed upon such objects as we all are by
nature; | fall down under the conviction, that His love is a
love that passeth knowledge. Ephesians 3:14-19. This verse
affords a beautiful example of it, in the rich similitude the
LorD makes of his spouse, the Church, (made up of the whole
body of believers), to that of a company of horses in
Pharaoh's chariots. To a mere English reader, it might seem
but a coarse kind of compliment, the comparison of men to
horses; but when it is considered, that the manners of the
East were very different from ours; that no animals were so
highly prized as their horses, which were always on gaudy
days adorned with trappings of gold and the costly jewels:
and yet, more particularly to our present purpose, when it be
recollected, that the dressings of the horses were exactly as is
said in this place of CHRIST concerning his Church; 7he neck
with chains of gold, and the cheeks made comely with rows of
Jewels; the objection is lost in the elegance and beauty of the
similitude.

And if the Reader considers for a moment, how many striking
gualities may be supposed in the character of Pharoah’s
horses, which, by way of illustration, point out the loveliness
and value of the Church in the eyes of her husband; the
figure will appear very striking and instructive.
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We read in the first book of the Kings, chap. 4:26. that
Solomon had forty thousand stalls of horses for his chariots.
Will not the abundance be considered as no unapt
representation of Jesus’s army, which no man could number.
Revelation 7:9. And if we calculate the price of each, which, in
another part of that same scripture we are told cost 150
shekels of silver (2 Kings 10:29), which, supposing the shekel
at the lowest value to be but equal to three shillings of our
coin, makes the whole stud of horses to be somewhat more
than eight hundred and eighty thousand pounds of our
money; although the figure falls infinitely short, because the
purchase of our redemption cannot be calculated with
corruptible things, such as silver and gold; yet it may serve to
show the justness of the application that souls purchased with
a ransom so inestimable as the blood of CHRIST, are more
valuable in JEsus’s eye than Solomon's costly horses were in
his. But these are not all.

No doubt the horses in Pharaoh's chariots were picked out
and selected; paired, if one may so say, in size, colour, form,
shape, and strength. And is not this a beautiful allusion to the
people of Gob, who are a chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people, the objects of
Almighty grace? Moreover, the qualities of horses in their
order, discipline, trainment, management, and the like, bear
no unapt resemblance to the regularity of CHRIST'S household.
And the distinguished place the horses in Pharaoh's chariots
held beyond the common labouring horses of the field, may
illustrate the peculiarity of that exalted situation believers in
CHRIST enjoy, who wait chiefly upon the service of the LORD,
and live in the presence of the King of kings. And lastly, to
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mention no more, when we consider what care, what
attention the horses in the chariots of Pharaoh had shown
them, above the ordinary run of others; we may, without
violence to the figure, say, that here is represented somewhat
very striking of the superintendence shown the LORD’S people
in the service of angels, and ministers, and providences, and
grace; and above all, the care over them by the LorD himself,
who watches over them night and day, lest any hurt them.
Isaiah 27:3. Precious Redeemer! am | a part in this gracious
view to which thou hast compared thy Church? Didst thou
indeed purchase my poor soul with so great a price? Didst
thou set thy love upon me at the first. Hast thou adorned me
with thy coverings, and now dost thou set me apart for
thyself and thy glory? Oh! for grace, not to recompense such
unequalled bonnty, for that is impossible; but to love and
adore such matchless mercy, that being bought with a price
so dear, | may glorify thee, my Gobp, in my body and in my
Spirit which are thine. 1 Corinthians 6:20.

SOoNG OF SoLomon 1:10
Thy cheeks are comely with rows of jewels, thy neck with chains
of gold.

The Bridegroom is still going on with commending the beauty
and loveliness of his bride as she appeared in his eyes. For,
notwithstanding the consciousness she had of her own
blackness and deformity, yet to him she appeared most
lovely, from the comeliness he had put upon her. Ezekiel
16:14. The Reader cannot need much recollection here to see
the justness of the expressions in reference to every
redeemed and truly regenerated believer. For when a soul is
washed in Jesus’s blood, and clothed in Jesus’s righteousness,
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the imagination is not able to conceive how surpassingly
beautiful that soul must be found! But concerning the
particular parts of the believer which are here spoken of as
adorned, the cheeks and the neck; perhaps it is not so easy
to determine the exact reference. Some have thought, that as
the neck is immediately joined to the head, it is intended by
the expression to show the nearness to Jesus, the head of his
body the Church. And others have thought, that it hath
respect to the special grace of faith, since by faith we
apprehend and lay hold of CHRIST. And by the adornings with
Jewels and gold; (though | beg the Reader to observe that
these words are not in the original, but are supplied by the
translator): it hath been supposed also, that the ordinances
and means of grace, which certainly are highly ornamental in
the Christian walk of faith, Jesus intended to convey his
approbation of the Church's diligent use of them. But whether
these things are intended or not, nothing can be more
evident, from the whole construction of the verse, than that
JEsus was looking upon his spouse with complacency and
delight. As if the LorD had said, How lovely art thou in my
sight! I behold thee as the purchase of my blood, and the gift
of my FATHER. Everything about thee, which is mine, I am
pleased with. The gifts and graces of my SpirIT, which | have
imparted to thee, give a comeliness to thy countenance,
which is graceful like rows of jewels; and | have united thee
to myself as with chains of gold:—such and so fair art thou in
my eye. Reader! oh! how blessed is it to be thus seen by
CHRIST, and to be loved by him from our interest /7 him, and
our union with him!

SoNG OF SoLomoN 1:11
We will make thee borders of gold with studs of silver.
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I desire the Reader to remark with me the alteration that is
here made in the language of the Speaker. All that went
before is delivered by one person, and is in the singular
number. But here, it is as if by more than one, and is in the
plural. And what can this mean, but that Jesus, as the
Speaker, promiseth in his own name, and jointly in the name
of the FATHER, and the HoLy GHosT with himself, to give his
Church the blessings here spoken of. Let the Reader recollect
a similar form made use of at the creation: Let us make man
in our image, after our likeness. Genesis 1:26. And so again at
that glorious vision the Prophet saw; Whom shall | send, and
who will go for us? lsaiah 6:1-8. Let the Reader further
recollect the commission CHRIST gave to his Apostles in the
moment of his departure, when committing his blessed gospel
into their hands, that they should go forth and baptize in the
joint name of the FATHER, of the SoN, and of the HoLy GHOST.
Matthew 28:19. And let the Reader call to mind at the same
time the HoLy GHosT's words by Paul the Apostle, when
blessing the Church; /in the grace of the LORD Jesus CHRIST, the
love of Gobp the FATHER, and the communion of the HoLy
GHosT. 2 Corinthians 13:14. Let the Reader bring all these
scriptures into one point of view together; and then let him
determine for himself, whether we are not to consider what is
said in this verse; We will make thee borders of gold with
Studs of silver, as the covenant engagements of all the
Persons of the GoObHEAD to the Church in Jesus, that she shall
be blessed with all spiritual blessings of Gob in CHRIST JESUS
the LorD. Ephesians 1:3. | need not enlarge on that part of
the verse, in inquiring what those blessings are. No doubt the
borders of gold and studs of silver mean to include all
blessings, temporal, spiritual, eternal. Everything, and every
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state, shall be sanctified and blessed: for Gob having chosen
the Church in CHrRIST, and Jesus having married the Church to
himself, and washed her from all the filthiness, and from all
her idols; the HoLy GHosT hath made her, and, will make her a
glorious church not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing,
but that she might be holy and without blemish. Ephesians
5:27.

SONG OF SOLOMON 1:12
While the king sitteth at his table, my spikenard sendeth forth the
smell thereof.

At this verse the Church takes up the conversation. And as
her Husband had spoken so graciously of her, she now breaks
out in commendation of him, and his loveliness, and
condescension. By the King, there can be no question who is
meant; it could be none but Jesus. By the table, may be
understood, either the covenant of grace, the scriptures of
truth, the several ordinances of the gospel, or his
providences, dispensations or the like:—and as it is said to be
his table, no doubt it is intended to express that all are his,
and of his own do his people give him. The spikenard is a
beautiful figure to represent the state and exercise of a true
believing soul. Naturalists tell us that it is a poor, little,
contemptible shrub in itself: but yet by a process when made
into an ointment, it is most costly and highly esteemed, both
for its fragrancy and virtues. And is not this strongly
expressive of the soul? When sunk by sin, how low, how
despised, and even offensive in the sight of holy angels. But
when washed in the blood of CHRIST, and made comely in his
comeliness, how beautiful and graceful to every beholder! By
the Church's expression of her spikenard sending forth a
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fragrancy while Jesus s sitting at his table, and she with him,
is meant to imply what a blessed frame the soul is in, when
the graces, which the HoLy SpiriT hath planted in the heart,
are called forth into exercise by the presence of her Lord,
similar to the effects wrought on some sweet flower of the
garden or field, which, while the sun shines upon it, and melts
by its beams the fine oil of its foliage, the air becomes
impregnated with the odour; so the LORD JESus, shining in
upon the graces he hath given to the believer, brings forth
the sweets thereof in the life and conversation all around.
Thus Mary's spikenard is recorded with peculiar honour, as a
token of her love which she poured on Jesus’s feet. And it was
at supper at the table when this was done; which should
seem to refer to this very scripture; John 12:3. What a
beautiful view doth this verse afford, both of the graciousness
of the Redeemer, and the happiness of the soul when living
under the immediate enjoyment of his presence. He saith
himself, that be stands at the door, and doth knock; and that
if admitted there shall be a mutual feast. He will sup with his
people, and they shall sup with him. Revelation 3:20. And so
it is, indeed, for while his grace flows out to them, their
exercises of faith, and love, and hope, and desire, are all
going forth to him, and upon him, and while blessings come
down, praises go up; and all his goodness and his glory is
made to pass before them. | must not quit the verse before
that 1 have first observed that some have thought that the
Church meant by her spikenard her Beloved, her Jesus: and if
so, the expression is still more interesting: for then it is as if
the Church had said, While my LorD and King sitteth at his
table, my Redeemer who is to me all that is blessed and
costly, sendeth forth all his fragrancy. He is the whole of the
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enjoyment. He is the Altar, the Sacrifice, and the Sacrificer in
the sanctuary. And he is the glorious Head, and Provider of
the whole feast at his table. Everything here is of JEsus.
Everything is /n Jesus. Everything is from Jesus. And
everything fo Jesus. He is the LORD my Righteousness. And he
is made of Gob to me wisdom, and righteousness,
sanctification and redemption; that according as it is written,
he that glorieth, let him glory in the LorD. 1 Corinthians 1:30,
31.

SONG OF SoLomoN 1:13-14

A bundle of myrrh /s my wellbeloved unto me; he shall lie all night
betwixt my breasts. (14) My beloved /s unto me as a cluster of
camphire in the vineyards of Engedi.

I bring both these verses into one view, for the sake of
making one observation answer for both. A bundle of myrrh,
and a cluster of camphire, are intended to convey the same
thing, namely, the infinite riches of the Person and work of
Jesus, and that everything in him is abundant and as the
richest clusters. Myrrh is well known as a rich spice. It formed
a principal ingredient in the holy ointment. Exodus 30:23. And
perhaps in allusion to this, in the anointings of the HoLy
GHosT, the Church is said to be perfumed with it, when
coming up out of the wilderness. Song Of Solomon 3:6. And
no doubt the Person and sacrifice of CHRIST is precious to the
soul as myrrh, while we consider that Jesus in his oblation of
himself to Gop, for the salvation of his people, offered himself
for a sweet smelling savor. Ephesians 5:2. But though, no
doubt, by the church's comparing CHRrIST to a bundle of
myrrh, might well be understood those and numberless other
things in reference to the loveliness of Jesus; yet | rather
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think in this place is intended by the expression, an allusion to
CHRIST in his sufferings. Myrrh was given to Jesus in the
offered vinegar; and the bitter taste that there is in Myrrh,
might be well suited to convey this idea. Hence, under this
view, there will be a double meaning as suited to the
representation of CHrIST; for both in his sufferings and all-
sufficiency, CHRIST is altogether precious to his people: and
the church might very properly call him a bundl/e of myrrh, for
a fulness of every blessing, both in doing, and dying; both in
himself, and in all his offices, characters, and relations is in
him, and she might well say, that he should lie all night
between her breasts; intimating the closest communion as an
object of all others most desirable, during the whole night of
her pilgrimage state, until the light of that everlasting day-
break in upon the soul which shall have no night. And perhaps
the church might allude in this expression of CHRIST'S /aying all
night betwixt her breasts, to the two Testaments, the old and
the new, where indeed CHRIST may be said to lie, and where
he is discovered by his people; for these are strictly and
properly the breasts of the Church: so, in like manner, the
cluster of camphire, though the figure is different, yet the
subject is the same. The copher (which some have thought
means the Cyprus pine, and others the Cyprus tree, and
others the grapes of Cyprus, and some the dates or fruit of
the Palm-tree), hath a beautiful allusion to CHRrisT: for the
sweet savour and medicinal qualities intended to be denoted
by the expression, are all applicable to Jesus. Our LORD himself
takes himself the same figure, John 15:1. And indeed, when
we add to these several considerations, that the word Copher
hath another meaning distinct from all, and, literally might be
translated atonement; in this sense there is an uncommon
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beauty in the thought, and the Church's view of CHRIST under
this character, is very striking. Engedi, it is said, was a
remarkable spot for the production of Palm-trees. But we
must not dismiss those verses until that we have particularly
remarked that special right of appropriation which the Church
makes in both, of Jesus as her own. In the former, she calls
him her well-beloved; and in the /atter, she repeats the same
as her beloved. Reader! in every way, and in all points of
view, CHRIST is lovely. What he is in himself, and what he is to
his people; all is lovely. But faith finds a great sweetness
when she can say, My beloved is mine, and I am his. Oh! for
grace to know this, and to enjoy it; that while CHRIST is the
only begotten Son, and well beloved Son of the FATHER, he
may be our truly beloved also, the altogether lovely, and the
chiefest among ten thousand.

SONG OF SoLOMON 1:15-16

Behold, thou art fair, my love; behold, thou art fair; thou hast
doves’ eyes. (16) Behold, thou art fair, my beloved, yea, pleasant:
also our bed /s green.

I include in one reading these verses, because the beauty of
them is in my apprehension, heightened in being read
together. The former, | conceive to be the words of CHRIST:
the /atter, those of his Church. Both are introduced with a
behold, as if to intimate their importance, Jesus speaks of the
fairness of his love; and he repeats it for her comfort: and he
ascribes to her the eyes of the dove.

There is a vast comprehension in those few words to show
the complacency and delight which Jesus hath in the person of
his people, CHRIST himself is fairer than the children of men,
for grace is poured into his lips: Psalm 45:2. And as CHRIST
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and his Church are one, through his comeliness, which he
hath put upon her, she is lovely also. But what is particularly
intended to be set forth by the ascribing to the Church doves’
eyes, is not perhaps so easy to determinate. It hath been
supposed by some that the ministers of the gospel are thus
represented; for their office is to be eyes to the blind, and
feet to the lame: to go in and out before the people, and to
act as stewards, watchmen, and guides, to the LORD’S Zion.
But whether there be a peculiar reference to them, or a
general reference to all the redeemed of the LORD, the
representation is alike beautiful; for the eye of the dove is
supposed to be chaste, and meek, and gentle; not beholding
so much the blemishes of others, as earnest in humbleness to
discover her own. The weeping eye of a penitent is suited
also to the dove; for the Prophet describes holy mourners as
the sorrowful dove of the valley. Ezekiel 7:16. And in another
part of this Song the Church describes the eyes of her LORD,
as by the rivers, washed with milk and fitly set. Song Of
Solomon 5:12. But if Jesus commends her love under these
characters as a perfection of beauty, the Church, with all
suited humbleness, takes his own gracious words and makes
application of all that is truly lovely to him in the verse that
follows; and to her view Jesusis all in all: as Gob and as man,
and as both Gob and man in one person. She beholds him as
the disciples beheld him, when he manifested forth his glory
and they believed in him. John 2:11. She adds, as a further
commendation, that he was pleasant; meaning, no doubt,
that everything in him, and on him, was blessed to her soul:
his cross, as well as his crown; his Person, blood,
righteousness; all his promises, his providences, doctrines,
ordinances, people, interest, communion, fellowship,
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exercises; yea, all belonging to CHrIST, and in CHRIST. The bed
here spoken of, and which is said to be the mutual property,
both of CHRIST and his Church, may probably mean the
human nature; but some have supposed it refers to Zion
herself. Certain it is, that it must have respect to what both
parties are equally interested in. In this the Church is equally
so with CHRIST, by virtue of her connection with him; for he is
the Head of her body the Church, the fulness of Him that
filled all in all. Ephesians 1:23. The greenness of it may be
designed to set forth the everlasting verdure and fruitfulness
of the Church in CHRIST. The seed of CHRIST are promised by
JEHOVAH to spring up in the gospel Church as among the
grass, as willows by the water courses. Isaiah 44:4.

SoNG OF SoLomON 1:17
The beams of our house are cedar, and our rafters of fir.

The same thought is pursued in this verse, as in the former.
The house is said to be their joint-property; and the parts of it
are described under images suited to the Eastern manner, of
the best and most durable materials. And whether we
consider the house here spoken of, to mean the Church
above, not made with hands, eternal in the heavens: or the
house CHRIST himself hath builded, which is his Church; and
which house (as the Apostle said)) are we—the sense is the
same. Everything /n CHRIST, and of CHRIST, is firm, sure, and
everlasting; and from the union and oneness between CHRIST
and his Church, all that belongs to Him as Mediator is the
property of his Church. Believers have communion with his
Person, his name, his righteousness:—all he is, he is for his
people; all he hath wrought, is for them; all he is now en-
gaged in is for them; all he is gone to take possession of; is
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for them, and in their name. Oh! the preciousness of Jesus. All
are yourss, (saith an Apostle), and ye are CHRIST’'S, and CHRIST
/s Gop’s. 1 Corinthians 2:22, 23.

REFLECTION

READER! what sayest thou now thou hast gone over the first
chapter of this incomparable hymn? Is it to thee what the title
terms it, The Song of Songs? And is it of thy Solomon, thy
JEsus? If so, shall we not join in singing it here upon earth,
until we come to the everlasting hallelujahs of heaven? Yes!
surely | would say for you, and for myself, Let Jesus kiss us
with the kisses of mouth, for grace is poured into his lips, and
he will communicate life, and grace, and pardon, and
salvation unto our souls. And oh! that you and | may kiss the
Son, for his love is indeed better than wine. Never was it
known, that the highest cordial of wine recovered the dead;
but thy love, blessed Jesus, can, and will recover sinners, that
are dead in trespasses and sins: and surely thou, dearest
LORD, as the virgins found, so have we known, that thy name
surpasseth, in fragrancy and in odour, the richest ointment.
Every name of thine is dear to a poor sinner: neither can a
poor exercised soul of thine be so sadly circumstanced, but
that thou hast a name suited for his case; and thy name,
through faith in thy name, is the universal relief for all the
maladies of thy people. Draw me then, thou dear Redeemer,
with the cords of a man, with the bands of love, and every
heart will run after thee. Surely the LorD the King hath drawn
me into the chambers of his love, of his grace, his everlasting
covenant, Oh! Lorp, I will remember thee; | will be glad in
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thee; | will hail thee under all thine endearing characters,
offices, and relations for thou art the LORD our righteousness.

And now let me tell the daughters of Jerusalem, and all that
love our LORD JESus CHRIST in sincerity and truth, of the grace,
and mercy, and loveliness of my LorD. | am, indeed, in myself
a poor, black, fallen son of Adam, but Jesus hath made me
comely in his comeliness, and adopted me into his family; so
that I, that in myself merited hell, am made in him an heir of
heaven. Oh! do not look upon me, then, as | once was, but as
I now am. Behold me in CHRIST, and be not angry with me.

But, LorD, | turn to thee. Tell me where thou feedest thy
sheep here in this wilderness. | know, LORD, that thou art the
LamB in the midst of the throne, feeding the church above:
but I know also that thou art not less attentive to the
humblest and poorest of thy family here below. Feed me,
LORD, a poor weather-beaten lamb of thy flock, and bring me
home at length to thine everlasting fold.

Reader! mark what Jesus fath directed the church in this
place: If we are at a loss any time to know where Jesus feeds
his flock like a shepherd, let us seek out for a faithful, pure,
and gospel ministry. Here let us sit under the word, and be
very diligent in the use of means and ordinances. Here let the
kids, that is, our little ones also, the children of our houses
and families, be brought beside the Great Shepherd's tents in
the congregations of the faithful, and the LorD will bless and
own his word to his people.

And, Reader! let us, with humble reverence, look up, and
implore the fulfillment of this blessed promise of the FATHER,
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SoN; and HoLy GHosT; that, from their joint love, and joint
agency, we may have indeed borders of gold, with studs of
silver. Hail! holy, undivided; THREe IN ONE, the LORD JEHOVAH!
do thou regenerate our souls, and form them anew in CHRIST
Jesus. Creating work, and renewing work, and refreshing
work; all, all is thine. LorD! carry on and complete thy work,
unto the day of thy coming.

Be thou then, thou blessed Jesus, all and everything our souls
can possibly need or require: and while thou sittest at thy
table, and art handing to my soul thy bread in secret, my soul
will go out in desires after thee, as the fragrant smell of the
spikenard; for surely thou art to me more refreshing than
myrrh—more healing than camphire. Thou art more fair than
the morning, more lovely than the sun rising, even in a
morning without clouds. May my soul live to thee, walk with
thee, rejoice in thee; and be thou my portion, and mine
everlasting rest, in time, and to all eternity. Amen.

CHAPTER 2

CONTENTS

The subject which the first chapter contained is the same as
Is continueth through this: indeed there is none other through
the whole book of the Song, the mutual love of CHRIST, and
his church. Jesus commends his spouse, and the spouse
commends her Beloved.

SONG OF SoLOMON 2:1
I am the rose of Sharon, and the lily of the valleys.
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There is a lovely obscurity which runs through the whole of
this Song, more or less, which prevents us from determining,
upon many occasions, who is the speaker, CHRIST or his
church. | call it a /ovely obscurity, because, as the point is
undetermined, the awakened soul may consider the several
expressions wheresoever this obscurity prevails, as in the
person of both, and, thereby derive a double sweetness from
them: and | hope that | do not err when | say, that perhaps
the HoLy GHosT might be graciously pleased so to leave the
words, on purpose that the soul of the faithful might
occasionally apply them to both; and, under his teaching, find
a blessedness as referring to both. Thus in the verse now
before us, in the first reading, it should seem that the words
are the words of the church; for how can we expect to find
the SoN of Gob comparing himself to similitudes so very low
and familiar as the rose of Sharon, and the lily of the vallies.
But yet, when we consider to what a wonderful degree of
humiliation the LorD of life and glory came down, we may
suppose, without violence to the figure, that CHRIST thus
expressed himself as this verse sets forth. Jewish writers for
the most part, have accepted them as the language of the
church; and many among christians have been of the same
opinion. Reader! let you and | see whether they are not very
delightful if applied to both. And first of CHRIST; the rose of
Sharon, as a figure of CHRIST, may be supposed to refer to his
human nature. Adam, the first man, is so called from red
earth; and the rose, in its beauty and redness, can be no
unapt representation of him who is 7airer than the children of
man, into whose Iljps grace is poured, and whom JEHOVAH hath
blessed for ever, And from the fruitfulness of Sharon, it is pro-
bable that the roses grew there in the greatest beauty and
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loveliness, and were of a superior quality: neither do | think it
an improbable circumstance, that CHRIST, in this view of
himself, had an eye both to the sweet savor of his merits, and
the incense of his righteousness, with which all heaven is
perfumed; and thereby efficacy and acceptance is given to
the poor polluted prayers and offerings of his people; the
offering of his precious blood corresponding to the redness of
the rose, and his righteousness set forth under the image of
the whiteness of the lily. Let the Reader, if he be a real lover
of Jesus, and enamored with his Person, blood, and
righteousness; let him determine whether the sweetest rose
hath a fragrancy equal to the order of CHRIST'S oblation; or
the loveliness of the lily, comparable to the purity of Jesus’s
holiness? I must not overlook what some have thought, when
accepting these words as the words of Jesus, that they
intimate by the rose of Sharon, that CHRIST declared himself to
be the flower of the field: for some translate the passage. And
they conceive this not only because it is planted, watered, and
brought forth without human art or human labour, as CHRIST
was in his human nature wholly by Gob; but also because a
flower of the field, like his gospel is open to all: Whosover
will, that is, whomsoever the HoLy GHOsT makes willing in the
day of CHRIST'S power, Let him come, and take of the water of
life freely, without money and without price. Certainly these
things open to our meditation sweet views of Jesus; but if the
words of the rose of Sharon are thus beautifully considered as
referring to the person of CHRIST, and spoken by him, we shall
find an equally sweet allusion in the latter part of the verse, in
which he compares himself to the /lily of the vallies: for here,
the unequalled whiteness of the lily may well he supposed to
resemble the purity of CHRIST'S human nature; and the valley
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where this humble modest flower delights to grow, sets forth
the gracious humiliation of our Jesus, in the assumption of our
nature. Of him indeed it may be, and must be truly said, that
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.
And hence in both, the rose of Sharon, and the lily of the
valley, we may find these, and perhaps many other very
pleasing similitudes concerning the Person and character of
our dear LORD to lead to him. But if the obscurity | just now
remarked, hath rendered it difficult to ascertain with certainty,
whether the words belong to CHRIST or the church, let us now
consider them with reference to the latter:—and here it is
certain we cannot err, if it be supposed the church used such
language from her union and interest in CHRIST. She may truly
call herself all that is beautiful, and fragrant like the sweetest
flowers, from the comeliness that CHRIST hath put on her. In
his eye, he saith himself, she hath no spot. Song Of Solomon
4:7. Ephesians 5:27. And from the many qualities of his grace
in her heart, she may consider herself complete in him. But
though by way of setting forth the glories of her LorD, and as
she had before said, / am black, but comely;, Song Of
Solomon 1:5. she still felt her own original worthlessness,
while taking delight in what she was in JEsus; yet, | confess, |
am inclined rather to accept this first verse as the words of
the LORD JEsus, thus recommending himself to the notice,
love, and acceptance of his people. Isaiah 65:1.

SONG OF SOLOMON 2:2
As the lily among thorns, so /s my love among the daughters.

But whatever obscurity is found in the former verse to whom
the words belong, there can be none here. Evidently Jesus is
here speaking of his church, and by a comparison with all
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others to point out her superiority; and in his grace, and love,
he hath done it in a most gracious and blessed manner. And
observe how the Lord expresseth himself: He calleth his
church what he calleth himself, a /ily: as if to express the
oneness between them: and not only the oneness and union,
but interest; for it is this which gives all the beauty and
loveliness to the church, her conformity and likeness to Jesus:
and by this she is distinguished among all others; for as the
loveliness of the lily is made to appear more striking, when
beheld in the midst of thorns; so the church of CHrIST and
every individual believer, is found most graceful /n the midst
of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom they
shine as lights in the world. Pause, Reader, before this verse
be dismissed, and remark with me, the love and tenderness of
Jesus for his church. Though she dwelleth among briars and
thorns, yet is she in his eye the lily still. She hears his name—
she is owned as his love, and Jesus regards her with an eye of
delight, and will never leave her, until he comes to remove
her from the thorns and briars of this world's wilderness to
the garner of his paradise which is above.

SONG OF SOLOMON 2:3

As the apple tree among the trees of the wood, so /s my beloved
among the sons. | sat down under his shadow with great delight,
and his fruit was sweet to my taste.

These are the words of the church, and very expressive they
are, of her affection to her LorD. It should seem, as if
conscious of her own undeservings, when hearing herself so
spoken of and praised by Jesus, that she interrupts him to tell
of his excellency and loveliness, as the sole cause of every
grace which induced loveliness in her. Probably the apple tree
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in those warm countries was vastly superior to these in our
colder climates; and this, indeed, historians tell us it was: for
in loftiness, fruitfulness, and beauty, this tree surpassed all
others. Now Jesus is all this and infinitely more, in the eyes of
his people. Jesus, in our nature, is far above all angels, and
principalities, and powers; probably these are the sons the
church speaks of, and we know, that when Jesus as GOD-MAN
Mediator is brought into our world under this exalted
character, as the first begotten, JeHovAH said, Let all the
angels of Gob worship him. And though in his human nature
he is said fo have been made a little lower than the angels:
yet in that nature, united to the GODHEAD, he /s crowned with
glory and honour. And how preferable, then, must Jesus be in
the eye of the church, compared to that of the highest angels,
or the best of men? None of them could redeem the church.
None of them make agreement with Gob for her. | stay not to
enter into a larger view of the beauty of the comparison
between the graces of CHRIST, and the qualities of the apple-
tree. It is sufficient to our purpose to observe, that for
beauty, usefulness, grace in its appearance, and the
fruitfulness of the apple-tree beyond all the trees of the wood,
JESUS in his person; offices, and character, may be supposed
to be by this similitude strikingly represented. Jesus is indeed
himself the Tree of /ife in the midst of the garden; and so
lovely, and so prolific in all blessings, temporal, spiritual, and
eternal, that he is unceasingly blessed. He beareth twelve
manner of fruits every month, and the leaves of the tree are
for the healing of the nations. Revelation 22:2. But the church
doth not stop with commending CHRIST'S Person; she goeth on
in the same verse to tell of her enjoyment of him. Reader,
mark with me, that in those two grand points the whole of a
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believer's joy in the present life, yea, and in a future, is made
up. To know CHRIST, and to enjoy him; to accept him as the
FATHER's gift, and to make use of him according to the
FATHER's will. And the church in this verse tells us how she did
it. / sat down (says she) under his shadow with great delight,
and his fruit was sweet to my taste. This opens a beautiful
view of CHRiIsT, and of the believer also; when, under the
blessed influences of grace, a full use and enjoyment of
CHRIST is made by him. The LorD Jesus is not only a refuge to
protect, but the whole of sustenance and food. Like a rich,
luxuriant, and prolific tree, which affords not only shelter to
the traveller from the heat, but fruit to live upon; so CHRIST is
made of Gob to his people, both life, and light, and strength,
and supply; Wisdom, and righteousness and sanctification,
and redemption. The prophet gives a blessed account of the
Lord in similar representations; Isaiah 25:4, 5. and so again,
Isaiah 32:2. And when the souls of his people have found
CHrRIST, and known CHRIST under these characters, then they
can, and do set to their seal, that Gop is true; for they then
dwell under his shadow, and revive as the corn, and grow as
the vine. Hosea, 14:7. And when then is it that the church, or
any individual of the church, find CHRIST all these, and may be
said to sit down under him, and live upon him? No doubt,
when from a sense of a want of CHRIST, the soul betakes
herself to Him; and having discovered him to be a full,
present, suitable, and all-sufficient Saviour, she sits down as
one determined to rise up no more. There is such a fulness,
such a blessedness, and such an inmediate grace and
kindness in him to bestow of his mercy, that the poor soul
finds a complacency and delight, and will neither go further in
quest of any other Saviour, or accept of any other. That

60



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

precious child of Gob that hath so seen CHRIST as fully to trust
in him, and delight in him, hath adopted, and entered into the
enjoyment of that sweet scripture, Whom have I in heaven
but thee? and there is none upon earth | desire beside thee.
My flesh and my heart fail, but thou art the strength of my
heart and my portion for ever. Psalm 73:25, 26.

SONG OF SOLOMON 2:4
He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner over me
was love.

Various have been the opinions of pious men, what is meant
by this banqueting house of Jesus. Some have supposed it to
mean the scriptures, which are indeed full of wine on the lees,
and of marrow, for the perpetual feast of Gobp’s people.
Others have conjectured, that it is meant to convey by the
expression, the gospel of CHRIST, which is much the same
amount. And others have formed an opinion that it refers to
the several ordinances of CHRIST'S church, which also open
stores of rich banqueting. And others have conceived, that it
implies the covenant of grace, which, of consequence,
includes all the rest. And perhaps, as this is most
comprehensive of blessings, we may very safely accept this
sense of the passage. But, what | particularly beg the Reader
to remark with me, that under which sense soever the
banqueting house of Jesus be accepted, it is CHRrIST, and
CHRIST himself alone, that it is here said to bring the church
into it. Sweet and blessed thought this to the believer! No
man, says JEsUs, can come to me, except my FATHER who hath
sent me draw him. John 6:41. No Man says Jesus, cometh
unto the FATHER but by me. John 14:6. It is the spirit which
quickeneth, the flesh profiteth nothing. John 6:63. Oh! how
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thrice blessed is it to behold all the Persons of the GODHEAD
engaged in one and the same act, to bring souls unto CHRIST!
And how truly delightful is it to the souls of the faithful, when,
from the quickening, enlightening, leading, and strengthening
influences of the HoLy GHosT, a soul finds himself savingly
brought to and acquainted with Jesus? The banner of love,
was perhaps meant to intimate the warfare and conflict in a
life of grace. Jesus’'s name and love, are unfurled over the
believing soul; but though in him we have peace, in the world
we must have tribulation. John 16:33. Isaiah 11:12. And yet
perhaps in an higher sense than this of the battles of his peo-
ple, the banner over the church in her LorD’s banqueting
house, might be meant to set forth the victory which he hath
obtained over death, hell, and the grave, in the blessings of
which conquests the church hath her part: and hence in the
after part of this song, the church is described to all her foes
as terrible as an army with banners. Song Of Solomon 6:4.
10. Reader! let us each ask his own heart, hath Jesus indeed
brought us into his banqueting house? Can we at this moment
look up and behold his banner over us! If so, we may and
must indeed read his love in letters of blood; for so hath Jesus
marked his love to all his redeemed.

SONG OF SOLOMON 2:5
Stay me with flagons, comfort me with apples: for | am sick of
love.

There is a great degree of earnestness in these expressions,
which evidently shows the mind of the church to be going
forth, upon the Person of her LorD with much warmth of
regard. Whenever we meet with such vehemency of
language, it certainly is intended to convey, that faith, and
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grace, and love, are in most devout exercise. See Psalm 63:1-
8. Reader! | fear that we, who live in these cold languishing
days of Zion, can hardly have a conception what is meant by
these passionate cries of the church. It is to be deeply
regretted that we do not: but yet it is possible, and the
instance here set forth as fully proves, that, when devout
souls get to CHRIST'S banqueting house, such rich discoveries
of his love in the glories of his Person, and such amazing
grace displayed in all his redemption-offices, there may be
such an overwhelming power of love coming over the soul, as
to induce that kind of sickness as requires the arms of Jesus
to keep from fainting. If the queen of the south swooned, and
had no more spirit in her at the display of Solomon's wisdom;
( 1 Kings 10:5.) what may be supposed to take place on the
soul of the redeemed, when at anytime Jesus, breaks forth in
the blessed manifestations of his grace, and love, and favor!
The flaggons and the apple the church requests to be stayed
with, are, no doubt, figurative of spiritual comforts; as if she
had said, LorD, while thou art thus gracious, oh! give me
every suited grace for support that I may go forth in love and
praise, while thou art coming forth in such rich displays of
goodness and favor.

SONG OF SOLOMON 2:6
His left hand /s under my head, and his right hand doth embrace
me.

I do not apprehend by those different expressions of left hand
supports, and right hand embraces, that it is meant to convey
any thing of one being inferior to the other: but rather from
both the hands and arms of Jesus to imply that all that CHRIST
is, he is for his people. /n him it hath pleased the FATHER that
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all fulness should dwell, and this fulness is for his redeemed,
in such degrees and proportions as his glory and their
necessities render needful. Hence he hath comfort for the
afflicted, and strength for the weak. He is the bread of life,
and the water of life to all. The babes in CHRIST shall have the
sincere milk of the word, that they may grow thereby: and
the young men and fathers shall have their spiritual senses
both exercised and supported with the stronger food of the
same bountiful LorD. All shall be taken care of, and all
supplied, for CHrIST is all in all to his people.

SONG OF SOLOMON 2:7

I charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, by the roes, and by
the hinds of the field, that ye stir not up, nor awake my love, till
he please.

It appears from what is said in this verse, that the church was
so delighted with being stayed with flaggons and apples in the
arms of CHRIST, that she was jealous of being disturbed from
a situation so very blessed and desirable; and therefore, she
here gives a charge, even to the nearest and dearest
connections, even believers with herself, not to interrupt her
communion with Jesus, by even their spiritual communion
with her. This is a beautiful and most interesting view of the
church, and opens to a truly regenerated soul large scope for
meditation. However blessed it is for the saints of Gob to be
often talking one to another of the great things of salvation;
and, no doubt, upon such occasions, Jesus himself is with
them, (Malachi 3:16. Matthew 18:20. Luke 24:15) yet it is still
infinitely more blessed to have sweet communion with Jesus
alone. Matthew 14:23. Genesis 45:1. Reader, | hope you
know somewhat of this blessed life. It is sweet; it is gracious
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and delightful to take communion with the faithful, and to tell
anyone and everyone what the LorD hath done for our souls.
But, what an infinitely more blessed enjoyment is it to turn
aside from the whole earth, and tell Jesus himself what
passeth in our souls concerning him. And moreover, by this
secret and private fellowship with Jesus, we find more real
solid and substantial testimony in our own minds in one short
hour's conversation, than much longer meetings in the society
even of the faithful. There may be, and perhaps there often
is, much talking of Jesus, where there is but little walking with
JEsuUs: but no soul can retire alone to seek enjoyment with
CHRIST, unless the heart be drawn to CHRIST. 7wo cannot walk
together except they be agreed. Amos 3:3. Reader! pause
over this and satisfy your own heart on this grand point,
before you dismiss it.

SONG OF SOLOMON 2:8
The voice of my beloved! behold, he cometh leaping upon the
mountains, skipping upon the hills.

I conceive that at this verse is the beginning of a new subject.
Probably some short space might take place between this and
the former. The Church appears to be in great delight in
hearing the voice of Jesus. And indeed, when CHRIST speaks in
the word, and by the word, there is such a sweetness, power,
efficacy, and grace accompanying it, that it cannot but delight
the soul of a believer. It is observable, that the church knew
whose voice it was. She could and did distinguish it from all
others. So Jesus hath marked his people. His sheep know his
voice and follow him, a stranger will they not follow. John
10:3-14. And it is further observable, that the church heard
CHRIST's voice, before she said she beheld his person. A sweet

65



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

thought ariseth from hence. Jesus may be out of the believer's
sight; but yet the believer can discern him in his word, from
its power and gracious influences. Reader! it is a privilege
which none but Gop the HoLy GHOST bestows, to know how to
discern the voice of Jesus, from the errors of the present day.
David hath left upon record a blessed testimony to this great
truth. / shall never forget thy precepts, for with them thou
hast quickened me. Psalm 119:93. The church calls upon
others to behold him with her. He cometh leaping upon the
mountains, skipping upon the hills. Old Testament saints were
always by faith upon the lookout for his promised advent. He
that should come, was the well-known character by which the
LorD was in all ages expected. So that the church is here
speaking of his approach in the general acceptation of it, in
respect to his first coming in substance of our flesh. But over
and above this general view of Jesus, no doubt the church
had an eye also to his private and personal manifestation.
Mountains and hills; yea, even the mountains of sin, and the
hills of unbelief in our nature, shall not obstruct his sweet
visits to his people; for his love and grace will cause him to
leap over all. Reader! think for your encouragement, and let
the thought bear both your mind and mine up in the
blessedness of it, that as no discouragements kept Jesus back
from coming for the salvation of his redeemed, so nothing
shall arise to keep him hack from fully accomplishing their
deliverance. All the mountains of divine wrath against sin, and
all the terrors of a broken law falling like hills upon the mind
and conscience; yea, and all the hidings of his FATHER's
countenance for a season, could not restrain the LorD from
corning to satisfy GopD’s justice, and to ransom his captives.
So neither now shall anything separate his people from his
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love, though their rebellion and slights of him are so very
strong in testimony of their unworthiness. Jesus doth come,
and will come speedily; as in his first appearance in our flesh,
so in all the after visits of his grace and HoLy Sp/r/T; and, ere
long, finally, and fully fo be glorified in his saints, and to be
admired in all them that believe. 2 Thessalonians 1:10.

SONG OF SOLOMON 2:9

My beloved is like a roe or a young hart: behold, he standeth
behind our wall, he looketh forth at the windows, shewing himself
through the lattice.

The former part of this verse is but a continuance of the
former; in which the coming of CHrRIST, as the Church's
beloved, is compared to the swiftness and loveliness of a roe
or young hart. By which, no doubt, is intended, to convey the
promptness with which Jesus flies to the relief and joy of all
his redeemed. /t shall come to pass before they call 1 will
answer, and while they are yet speaking, | will hear. lsaiah
65:24. But it seems a very sweet addition to these features of
CHRIST, what is said in the latter part of this verse, that Jesus
standeth behind the wall, looketh forth at the windows,
showing himself through the lattice. Our nature, that is our
corrupt part of it, the body of flesh, of sin, and death,
becomes, no doubt, a thick wall of separation. In ordinances
and the several means of grace; believers get sweet glimpses
of Jesus. And he, when those ordinances are refreshing by the
HoLy GHosT, may be said to look in upon his people. But, after
all, every view of Jesus is but partial and imperfect; and he
that seeth most of CHRIST seeth but as through a glass darkly.
Yea, Jesus himself having enshrined the GODHEAD in a veil of
flesh, is seen but behind the wall of our nature. Reader, the
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slightest views of Jesus are blessed, the smallest
manifestations he is pleased to make of himself are gracious
to the soul. Shall I venture to ask, Have you seen the king in
his beauty? Hath he looked in upon you through the windows
and lattices of his love, and mercy, and favour?

SoNG OF SoLomoN 2:10-13

My beloved spake, and said unto me, Rise up, my love, my fair
one, and come away. (11) For, lo, the winter is past, the rain is
over and gone; (12) The flowers appear on the earth; the time of
the singing of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in
our land; (13) The fig tree putteth forth her green figs, and the
vines with the tender grape give a good smell. Arise, my love, my
fair one, and come away.

These verses hold forth so endearing a view of the grace and
condescension of the LORD Jesus, as must argue a very cold
heart, not to feel a warmth of affection in them; Jesus is
represented as calling upon his church to arise and come
forth with him, and he calls her beloved, his love, his fair one;
intimating the tenderest and most affectionate regard for her,
and to show her at the same time what confidence she might
put in him. Never, surely, was there any love like the love of
JEsus. He so loved his church, as to give himself for it; to die
for it, and now to be everlastingly interceding for it. Behold
the love of Gop which passeth knowledge. The persuasions
CHRIST adopts to prevail upon the church to arise up and
follow him, are very endearing also. 7he winter past and the
rain gone, the singing of birds being come, and the flowers
appearing on the earth, with the voice of the turtle being
heard in the land; these are all highly beautiful in point of
figure; It was a long dark winter indeed, in which our nature
lay before the coming of CHRIST; darkness had covered the
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earth, and gross darkness the people. Both Jew and Gentile
lay under it before the Son of righteousness arose with
healing in his wings. And what it was to the nations of the
earth at large, so is it to every son and daughter of Adam,
before that CHRIST by the manifestation of his grace makes
day-light in the soul. And Reader, as it was, and is, in the first
awakenings of grace; So in the many wintry seasons in the
after-stages of the believer, Who but CHRIST causes the spring
to bud forth, and the flowers to appear? Who giveth the
green figs, or the tender grape? Precious LORD! in every state,
and in every stage, thou, and thou alone art the life and light
of thy people. The voice of the turtle, the dove, the well
known emblem of the HoLy GHoST, is indeed heard in the
land, when the soul is led to CHRIST: and then all those sweet
effects follow, to induce the church to come away to JEsus,
who alone makes a dispensation from nature to grace;
converts sinners, comforts saints, and becomes a sure pledge
of the complete renovation of all things, when the earth shall
give up her dead, and the winter of desolated circumstances
shall be folded up and lost, in an eternal spring; where Jesus
hath wiped away all tears from of all faces, and taken away
for ever the rebuke of his people. 1saiah 25:6-8.

SONG OF SOLOMON 2:14

O my dove, that art in the clefts of the rock, in the secret places
of the stairs, let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy voice;
for sweet /s thy voice, and thy countenance /s comely.

Here are several very grand parts in this verse. JEsus here
calls his beloved by a new name, that of the dove, perhaps
from several causes. The dove is considered the most
harmless of creatures. Hence Jesus enjoined his disciples to
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be harmless as doves. Matthew 10:16. And as the dove is
harmless, so is it a beautiful creature in its plumage, exceed-
ingly social also and attached in its affection, but timid to an
excess. Now on all these accounts there should seem a great
aptness in the LorD’s comparison of his church to the dove,
For what so weak as a poor believer, so fearful, so
apprehensive, and full of doubting? What so lovely or
beautiful as a soul washed in the blood of CHrIST, and made
comely in his righteousness? And who so attached as the
believer when brought into the privilege of an union with
CHRIST? The clefts of the rock have been thought by some the
enclosed and eternally secured purposes of Gob in CHRIST, the
rock of ages. And if so, the secretness of it may be well
understood in allusion to the other expression, of the stairs. It
must be confessed, that as JEHovAH hath from everlasting
ordered all things according to the counsel of his own will;
there seems a great propriety in this view. And Jesus calling to
his dove in this sense seems to be as if he had said, O thou
beautiful, but timid and fearful creature, thou art in the clefts
of the rock, eternally secured in me; as in my side pierced by
the soldier's spear; there | have placed thee, and there from
everlasting thou art secret. | do not presume to decide upon a
point of such sublimity; but | conceive that there is no
impropriety in the thought. And under this idea was not
Moses the man of Gob, somewhat typical of this, when the
LorRD GoD in passing-by and making his glory to appear before
him in the mount put him in the cleft of the rock? Exodus
33:22. The next thing to be considered in this verse is, what
CHRIST said to the church. Jesus had called her his dove; and
had said where she was; he now bids her to let him see her
countenance, and hear her voice, and adds as a reason that
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the former was sweet, and the latter comely. If it be
supposed that the church was mourning like a dove, when
Jesus thus calls her, it should seem to imply, that the cries
and mournings of his people for sin are noticed, and come up
with acceptance before him. And the blushing countenance of
the penitent is what the LORD regards. A beautiful view we
have of it in Ezra, Chap. 9:5-15. And in the prophet's account
of Ephraim, Jeremiah 31:18-20. Reader! it is truly comfortable
and encouraging to Gob’s people, to consider, that however
vile and refuse they may be esteemed by the world, yet, in
the eyes of Jesus they are lovely. Oh! LorD Jesus! to be
countenanced by thee, to be noticed by my LorD, how
preferable to all the honours and distinctions of men!

SONG OF SOLOMON 2:15
Take us the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the vines: for our
vines have tender grapes.

It should seem that CHRIST is in this verse giving direction to
his servants, perhaps the pastors in his church, to be on the
lookout for the enemy, who, like a fox is insidious, sly, and
crafty, deceiving CHRIST's church: And to show the subtleness
of the foe, even the little foxes are to be taken. The smallest
heresy in the church, the least sin if allowed to have hold in
the heart, will prove of fatal consequence. They spoil the
tender vine, that is, they wound the peace and comfort of
young believers. And Jesus hath an especial eye to the lambs
of his fold. Dear LorD! give grace to all thy faithful servants in
thy church, to have a constant regard to this precept. Oh! for
the LORD’s constant grace to be imparted to all that minister in
holy things, and for his strength to be perfected in their
weakness. Give them, LorD, more of thy tender mind and will,
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that they may lay themselves out for greater usefulness, and
take the foxes, the little ones of craft, and subtilty, and
design; those foes which from their apparent smallness too
often escape unnoticed, and yet commit greater evil. And oh!
may they in imitation of their divine LorD, not only feed the
flock of CHRIST in the whole body of believers, but carry the
lambs of the fold in their arms, and gently lead those that are
with young.

SONG OF SOLOMON 2:16
My beloved /s mine, and | am his: he feedeth among the lilies.

Here is a short verse, but as comprehensive a one as almost
any in the Bible. I need not observe that these are the words
of the church, in which she asserts and seems to enjoy the
blessedness of it, the mutual property which CHRIST and
herself hath in each other. Perhaps the words might be read,
and which would rather make them stronger; My beloved is to
me, and | am to him. For then it might be asked, what is
CHRIST to you, and what are you to him? The answer is,
Everything: more in it than words can express. CHRIST is mine,
saith the church, for Gob my FATHER hath given him to me.
JEsus himself hath so loved me as to give himself for me: and
the HoLy GHosT hath confirmed it by quickening me and
uniting me to him forever. For he that is joined to the LORD /s
one Spirit. And | am his from the same causes. For Jesus hath
purchased me by his blood. And Gobp the FATHER gave the
church to Jesus that he should give eternal life to it from
everlasting. And Gobp the SpiriT hath made me his, by the
conquests of his grace upon my heart. Hence, CHRIST is mine,
and | am his. And this my beloved feedeth among the lilies.
Jesus had before declared that his beloved was in his view as
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a lily among thorns; and here he is said to feed among them.
By which we may suppose is, meant that his eye is always
upon them, and he is perpetually manifesting himself to them
by his grace. He feeds or takes delight in those exercises of
theirs in grace, which he himself hath first given to them.
Thus Jesus testifies his complacency and delight in them.

SoNG OF SoLomon 2:17

Until the day break, and the shadows flee away, turn, my beloved,
and be thou like a roe or a young hart upon the mountains of
Bether.

The church in this verse is looking to her beloved with great
confidence and joy, that he will be to her all she needs, for
the support of her faith in him, and dependence upon him;
until the gospel-day shall fully break in upon the church at
large, and Jesus will appear in the open display of himself
both to Jew and Gentile. This was the longing expectation of
the Old Testament Saints, when the law of ceremonies, and
types, and shadows of good things to come should be done
away and lost in the substance. Hence, we read in the
opening of the Evangelists of those who departed not night
and day from the temple, wariting for the consolation of Israel.
Luke 2:37. And what is the cry of the soul now CHRIST is
come, and all the Jewish ordinances as the shades of night
are done away, but for Jesus to be like the roe or the hart for
swiftness, in flying to his people's need in seasons of darkness
and temptation, upon the mountains of Bether? And is not the
holy expectation of the soul going out also, for the last
coming of Jesus, when he will finally appear to gather his
people to himself in glory? Surely the cry of each believing
heart is, Come, LORD JESUS come quickly. Amen.
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REFLECTIONS

BLESSED LorD Jesus, while reading this chapter of thy love,
do thou, | beseech thee, gracious LorD, lead out my heart,
and the heart of every Reader of it on whom thy grace hath
shined, to behold thy loveliness in all the several parts of it,
which so beautifully holds thee forth to thy church. Methinks |
hear my beloved say as to the church of old I am the rose of
Sharon, and the lily of the vallies. To which my soul replies,
Yes! thou dear LorD! thou art indeed in thy bloody vesture,
and thy spotless humanity, red as the rose, and whiter than
the lily. And oh! how infinitely precious in both, beholding
thee as | do through these similitudes in thy blood and
righteousness, as the sure tokens of thy great redemption.
And if thy church, Lorp, is as the lily among thorns, is it not
from thee that she derives all her beauty while living in the
midst of a sinful world, the children of whom by nature in
their best performances, are but as a briar, and the most up-
right as thorn hedge. But thou, LORD, art the chiefest among
ten thousand sons, as the apple-tree transcends the trees of
the forest. And oh! for grace, dear LorD, like the dumb, to sit
down under thy shadow with increasing rapture and delight,
and to eat freely and fully of all the precious fruits of thy
great salvation. Do thou, blessed SpirIT, by thy sweet
influences both provide the food and give the appetite, and
cause me to enjoy all the good things in the everlasting cove-
nant of Gob my FATHER, purchased by the blood of Jesus, and
brought home to my soul by thy divine power. And, as for thy
banqueting house, my rich bountiful LorD, I know that thou
wilt bring me there, and spread thy banner of love over me
there. / do know it, LORD, that thou wilt do this for me, and a
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thousand other blessed things of thy love; for never should |
have known thee or thy house, much less delighted in it, or
desired to have been brought into it, unless thou hadst first
shown it to me, and opened for me a new and living way in
thy blood. Reader! | break off for a moment from addressing
my LORD, to ask you whether such views, and such desires of
CHRIST are in your heart also?

But, LorD, | turn to thee again, and in the language of the
church, would beg of thee to stay me with flaggons, and
comfort me with apples, even the enjoyment of all thy rich
covenant-promises, manifestations, and the unceasing
communion of thyself to my soul; for without thee I am sick
and sorrowful. And, LorD, the more thou givest, the more |
need; the more of thee | know, the more | desire to know; for
in thee alone | find comfort. Embrace my soul, O LorD, and
let all my stay and support be in thee!

Ye daughters of Jerusalem! I mean all ye that love my LORD,
(for one church is my beloved's and his Jerusalem, which is
above, is the mother of us all); I charge you as | charge
myself, let nothing be said or done to wound or disturb our
LorRD. Let us seek together his grace, his SPIRIT, his
manifestations; and by everything that is interesting, as the
roes or hinds of the field, let us be very cautious of grieving
his HoLy Sprri7. Hark! do you not hear Jesus speak? Yes! it is
his well-known voice; and he cometh to us notwithstanding all
our sins, like mountains and hills, which might obstruct, for he
is, and he will be Jesus. He looketh in upon us through the
windows of ordinances, and, ere long, when this wall of our
mortality is taken down, we shall see him as he is, and dwell
with him forever!
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But | leave the church to listen to my LoORD, inviting me to
come forth to him in this spring-season of grace. Yea, LORD, |
will rise, for the voice of the HoLy GHosT, like the voice of the
turtle after the winter, of life, is heard in mine heart. Yea, |
would follow thee whithersoever thou goest; and, as like the
dove, thou hast sheltered me, and hidden me in the clefts of
thy pierced side, and desirest to hear my voice and behold my
countenance, thou shalt hear, LorD, my voice betimes in the
morning; early will | direct my prayer unto thee, and | will
look up: and do thou, LorD, take away the foxes of the
desert; yea, even both the greater and the lesser hindrances
to my soul, which, in the tender buildings of grace by thy
bringing forth in me, my sins and corruptions joined with the
temptations of sin, too often nip, and would destroy. Haste,
LorD, to me, and to my rescue, for I am thine, and thou art
mine. Make all intervening shadows flee away, and be thou to
my poor soul as the light of the morning when the sun riseth,
even a morning without clouds.

CHAPTER 3

CONTENTS

The church is here in a season of sharp exercises. seeking,
but not immediately finding her LORD. She relates the conflicts
she sustained in her pursuit and enquiry after JESus. Having
at length, found him, she rejoices in the discovery. The
chapter closeth with an account of the King's glory.

SONG OF SoLomoN 3:1
By night on my bed | sought him whom my soul loveth: | sought
him, but | found him not.
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We left the spouse of CHRIST in the close of the preceding
chapter, in a very comfortable, and even rejoicing state; for
she was sitting down under the confidence that she was her
beloved's, and her beloved was her's. But we have a great
change of circumstances in the opening of this chapter.
Evidently CHRIST had withdrawn himself, and the church was
sensible of it. A great instruction ariseth from hence, which all
the followers of the LorD should be earnest to learn. When
the LorD, at anytime hides his face from the house of Jacob,
it is specially with a view to make his people know his value,
and more earnestly to prize his presence; and, though he
seemeth to withdraw and hide himself; yet, it is but to excite
their greater desires after him. And | beg the Reader
particularly to remark with me, that the church being made
sensible of her LorD’s departure, and determining to seek
him, becomes at once a plain proof that there was no change
in Jesus’s love; for, by his grace, he was still working upon her
heart to seek him. And | beg the Reader also to remark, that
the church's going forth to seek CHRIST, was as plain a proof
that dark seasons and dull frames do not altogether make
dead the life of Gop in the soul. Jesus was still Him, whom her
soul loved,; though, if needs be, the soul is in heaviness
through manifold temptations. Reader! though it be night
often, when our souls are wanting fresh communion with
Jesus, and we return from seeking after him without success,
yet, it should support our minds during the trying hour, that
Jesus's love, and our covenant interest in CHRIST, do not
depend upon what we feel, but upon what CHRIST is. Read
that precious scripture, for it is a sweet one; John 13:1. Jesus
having loved his own which are in the world, he loveth them
unto the end.
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SONG OF SOLOMON 3:2

I will rise now, and go about the city in the streets, and in the
broad ways | will seek him whom my soul loveth: | sought him,
but I found him not.

The streets and broad ways here spoken of, into which the
church, resolves to go in quest of Jesus, | should apprehend
mean the public Ordinances of worship in the LorD’s house of
prayer. She had sought him in private prayer by night on her
bed; but this mode being unsuccessful, she hastens with
greater diligence to seek him, whom her soul loved, among
the assemblies of the faithful. Reader! everything is beautiful
in due order. When we follow up the employments of the
closet with public worship, and again close the duties of the
church with retirement and prayer, these are sweet
successions. Our LorRD was eminent in both. He graced the
synagogue with his presence by day, and the stars witnessed
the privacy of his devotions, when in their circuit passing by,
they beheld him spending whole nights in prayer to his Fa-
THER. Matthew 14:23. But we find the church, in this account
given of her, alike unsuccessful in finding Jesus, in seeking
him both in public and in private; for she found him not. Thus
the LorD sometimes will exercise the faith of his people, and,
no doubt, sometimes it is to show us, that however blessed
the means of grace are, still they are but means. Nothing but
Jesus himself can satisfy a seeking soul.

SONG OF SOLOMON 3:3
The watchmen that go about the city found me: to whom I said,
Saw ye him whom my soul loveth?

Very probably the watchmen here described, are meant for
the ministers of the gospel of CHrIST; for so the LoORD
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describes them as watchmen upon the walls of Zion. Isaiah
62:6. And by their being said here to have found her, I
apprehend is meant, that in their ministry, or preaching, they
spoke to her case and circumstances. Perhaps there is
nothing more common than this, in every church and
congregation where the pure gospel is preached; for here the
HoLy GHosT will lead precious souls: and He, by his almighty
power, makes his own blessed word effectual in the hearts of
the people. The church seems to have been encouraged and
comforted by the watchmen, so that she communicated her
case to them, and put the earnest question; Saw ye him,
whom my soul loveth? 1 might pause here, if, peradventure
this Commentary were likely to fall under the eye of a
minister of JEsus, just to remark how blessed the office, and
how distinguished the honor of one of this description, to act
in CHRIST'S name, and to resemble his tenderness in guiding
souls to Jesus. How needful to know CHRIST ourselves, that
when poor burdened sinners would long to know him, we
may, from our heart-felt acquaintance with him, be able to
hold him forth; and like the star, which ministered to the wise
men from the East, not only light souls to Jesus, but go before
them, and go with them to Jesus, Matthew 2:9, 10.

SONG OF SoLomON 3:4

/t was but a little that | passed from them, but I found him whom
my soul loveth: I held him, and would not let him go, until I had
brought him into my mother’s house, and into the chamber of her
that conceived me.

It is not said what answer the watchmen gave the church, or
whether any; but this verse brings with it the relation of
JEsus s love in manifesting himself to her. The LORD was
hastening his own gracious purpose concerning her; and now
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having by the sweet, but secret inclinations, wrought by his
HoLy SpiriT in her heart, to seek him privately, both by night
on her bed, and by day on the public ordinances of his word;
she tells us in this verse, that it was but a little space from
leaving the church, before that she found him whom her soul
loved; and now she determined never more to be separated
from him. Thus the Ethiopian which came to Jerusalem for to
worship, was returning from the temple as ignorant and
uninformed as he came, but yet he found CHRIST in the
desert. Acts 8:28-39. Reader! do not fail to mark the many
precious instructions which arise from hence, Jesus hath
promised his presence with his people always, even to the
end of the world. Matthew 28:20. But he will teach his people
at times the infinitely precious privilege of this: by showing
that ordinances, though means, are not the end of religion:
neither ministers, nor ordinances, nor means of grace, are in
themselves anything— Jesus alone is the sole object to satisfy
the soul; and, unless we have him, we have nothing. And
when he hath hereby taught his people his preciousness;
then, like the church, we shall greatly prize the invaluable
mercy, and hold him fast by lively actings of faith upon his
blood and righteousness, following him into his retirings, and
wrestling with him in prayer, and praise, and love, and
affection; until we have brought him into the chambers of the
church, that blessed Jerusalem, which is the Mother of us all,
which is above; to tell everyone of him, whom our soul loveth,
and whose we are, and from whom we would never more
part; but live upon him by faith here; and in glory hereafter.
Reader, it will be one blessed testimony that CHRIST is dear to
us, if we endeavour to recommend him to others. When JESus
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called Matthew he made a great feast, and invited other
publicans and sinners to sit down with Jesus. Luke 5:29.

SONG OF SOLOMON 3:5

I charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, by the roes, and by
the hinds of the field, that ye stir not up, nor awake my love, till
he please.

Here is the same charge repeated by the church, as Chapter
2:7. to which 1 refer.

SONG OF SOLOMON 3:6

Who /s this that cometh out of the wilderness like
pillars of smoke, perfumed with myrrh and
frankincense, with all powders of the merchant?

Various are the opinions of believers by whom these words
are spoken. Some suppose that they are the answer of the
daughters of Jerusalem, to whom the church, in the preceding
verse, gave such a charge, like persons astonished at the
change wrought upon the Church, compared to what they
saw of her, when, as she described herself, she was black.
Chap. 1:6. Some have supposed that they are the words of
CHRIST, beholding his church with complacency, as comely in
his comeliness. And some have thought that the words are
from the Gentile world, wondering at the Jewish church in
coming up out of Egypt. But let the words themselves be
spoken by whom they may, there can be but little question
but that the church is the object spoken of, as coming from
the wilderness of the world in the strength and righteousness
of CHRrIsT, the goodly merchantman. And there can be no
difficulty in explaining the several expressions here made use
of, with an eye to the church, and of every individual believer
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of the church in the present wilderness state: for as a
wilderness is a barren, inhospitable, intricate; and dangerous
place; so all these characters, and many more to the same
effect, strikingly set off the situation of the LORD’S people in
their pilgrimage. And when a child of Gobp is regenerated,
hath felt the evil of sin, and is in pursuit of CHRIST, or having
found him, is following him; such an one may truly be said to
be coming up out of the wilderness. The pillars of smoke, like
which the church is said to come, form no unapt
representation of the bent of the heart being towards CHRIST,
but yet having more smoke than flame. And the myrrh and
frankincense with which she was perfumed, and the powders
of the merchant, we may readily suppose, meant to refer to
the graces and blessedness in Jesus. The influences of the
HoLy GHosT are more fragrant than all the spices of the East;
and when kindled into an holy flame, communicating from
JEsus, send forth a blessed perfume. Reader, we shall do well,
before we dismiss this verse, to enquire how far our
experience bears a correspondence to it. Are there any
lookers-on upon us, who from our coming up from the
wilderness thus adorned with Jesus and his righteousness, are
led to say, Who is this that appears so rich a monument of
sovereign grace and mercy?

SoNG OF SoLomoN 3:7
Behold his bed, which /s Solomon’s; threescore valiant
men are about it, of the valiant of Israel.

Perhaps the church is the speaker here, who calls upon
everyone to behold her Solomon, her Beloved, her Jedidiah;
and to mark some striking circumstances concerning him.
That by Solomon is meant the LORD Jesus CHRIST, | have
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already endeavoured to explain both in the Preface, and in
the first chapter, to which therefore | refer, And as Solomon
was eminently, on many accounts, a lively type of CHRIST, it is
not to be wondered at that the name is so generally adopted.
Solomon, in his kingly office, in his wisdom, riches, peaceable
reign, and the extensiveness of his territory, figured some
very strong features of Jesus. The 72" Psalm which is
entitted, A Psalm for Solomon, hath been universally
accepted, as well by Jewish writers, as by Christians, as
altogether prophetical of CHRIST. By the bed of Solomon,
some have supposed meant the church of CHrIST, or the
scriptures of CHRIST; and some have taken it for CHRIST
himself. And the valiant men about it, perhaps mean either
the watchmen on the walls of Zion, the ministers of the
gospel; or angels which are ministering spirits, sent forth to
minister unto them who are heirs of salvation. Their number,
though particularly mentioned, may not be intended precisely
to intimate threescore and no more, agreeably to the general
plan of Scripture on these points. The five wise virgins, and
the five foolish virgins, in the parable, were not intended to
say that there will be an equality of souls saved, and souls
lost, at the last day. Neither can the one person, who had not
on a wedding garment, in that other parable, be supposed to
imply that there shall be but only one soul cast out at the
great day of account. See Matthew 25:2. 22:11. Perhaps the
threescore valiant men of Israel in point of number, are to be
considered much in the same way; a certain number is put for
an uncertain.

SoNG OF SOLOMON 3:8
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They all hold swords, being expert in war: every man
hath his sword upon his thigh because of fear in the
night.

It is most probable that the sword here spoken of and which
they are said a// to hold, means the sword of the spirit, which
the apostle calls the word of Gop, Ephesians 6:17. and which
the ministers of CHRIST are expert, or ought to be expert in
handling. The church calls upon CHRIST to gird his sword upon
his thigh, as the most mighty! Psalm 45:3. And the night
guard of Solomon's worthies very beautifully represents the
LORD’S servants, who are supposed to be more earnest and
alive at their posts in seasons of danger, and during the
nights of error among the people:

SONG OF SoLomMoN 3:9-10

King Solomon made himself a chariot of the wood of Lebanon.
(10) He made the pillars thereof of silver, the bottom thereof of
gold, the covering of it of purple, the midst thereof being paved
with love, for the daughters of Jerusalem.

I would not strain the figures we meet with in this Song,
beyond what they may fairly be supposed to bear; but, both
the bed and the chariot of Solomon may be supposed to have
reference to CHRIST's church and people. He rests in his love;
and his chariot of salvation, in which he goeth forth for the
salvation of his people, is all of the choicest materials. Its
being paved with love, gives us full authority to consider the
whole an highly finished representation of the infinite
preciousness of all that is here meant to be conveyed. Some
have thought by the wood of Lebanon; an allusion is made to
the cross of CHRIST, to show the everlasting durableness of
the sacrifice CHRIST offered upon it. The chariot is supposed to
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mean the covenant of grace, and the blessed gospel in which
the LorRD JEsus is brought home to the hearts of his people.
But whatever be the precise meaning of the whole, evidently
it is of CHRIST'S making, and this plainly proves that all the
work of redemption, from beginning to end, is the LORD'S. He
is the Alpha and the Omega. He is the Author and Finisher of
Faith.

SONG OF SoLomoN 3:11

Go forth, O ye daughters of Zion, and behold king Solomon with
the crown wherewith his mother crowned him in the day of his
espousals, and in the day of the gladness of his heart.

Here is a gracious call to the church at large to go forth and
behold Jesus as King, and crowned. Jesus came forth at the
hall of Pilate crowned with thorns, to testify that He, and He
only, was made perfect through suffering. And when JEsus,
after his ascension, returned to glory, then was he crowned in
heaven to testify his kingly power over all. And there is
another coronation which takes place on the day when any
and every poor sinner bends the knee of the heart to the
sceptre of his grace, and crowns him for his LORD and his Gob.
Then is the day of CHRIST's espousals, and the gladness of his
heart; for then Satan cast out, and the LORD JEsus rejoiceth in
Spirit, when Satan as lightning falleth from heaven. Reader,
what do you know of this coronation of our LORD JESUSin your
heart? Is CHrIST formed there the hope of glory?

REFLECTIONS

MY soul! frequently in silent meditation run over the several
blessed and gracious instructions which arise out of this
delightful chapter, and enquire what correspondence thou
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canst find between CHrIST's church and thy experience in the
love she manifested here to her LorD. Hast thou known what
it is by night on thy bed to seek Jesus? Canst thou not say,
With my soul have | desired thee in the night; yea with my
spirit within me have | sought thee early. It is blessed
sometimes to be exercised with disappointments in order to
endear the mercy, and to increase the value of it. The poor
woman of Canaan would not have afforded so illustrious an
instance of faith had the LoRD Jesus given her an immediate
answer to the first cry of her soul: and though JEsus is very
frequently found of them that seek him not, and sometimes
surprizeth his people with his goodness, yet, there shall be
silence at the throne of grace again and again, when a child
of Gob is going there with earnest importunity. But, as in the
case of the church, when the LorD at length overwhelmed her
with his visit of love, whenever the Redeemer comes, he
comes with such a fulness of love, grace, and goodness, that
the soul then holds him fast by faith, and dreads to let him
go, lest darkness again should enter in upon the soul. And,
Reader, will you allow me to ask, or will you put the very
interesting enquiry yourself to your own heart; Are you
coming up out of the wilderness like pillars of smoke, and
perfumed with the sweet incense of Jesus’s merits and
righteousness? Have you found this life what it really is, and is
graciously intended to be, to all the LorD’s family, a thorny,
dark, and intricate path? Have you met with fiery, flying
serpents, and scorpions? A land of drought and barrenness,
through which the faithful are sure to meet, with persecution,
and where none of them can find rest, or wish to make it
their home? If so, is JEsus the merchant selling goodly pearls
precious to you? Do you know, do you prize his myrrh and
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frankincense, the sufferings of his cross, the merits of his
blood, and all the blessed graces of his HoLy Sp/r/7? This is to
be coming up out of the wilderness, leaning as the church did
upon her beloved. Oh! precious Jesus, 1 would say both for
myself and Reader, give to us to behold thee in thy chariot,
and on thy bed of salvation, which is all thine own, and
nothing of our dross mixed with it. Cause us to lie down upon
this everlasting bottom, which is paved with love. And while,
LorD, thou art sending forth thy ministering servants, as
ministering to them who are the heirs of salvation; oh! do
thou come and visit us thyself, and make all thy glory to pass
before us. Yes! thou dear LorD! thou art the king in Zion, the
sovereign in every heart, of thy church and people. Here,
LorD, upon earth would we hail thee our lawful right
monarch, both by purchase and by conquest; and in heaven,
we hope ere long to join that happy multitude, who are
casting their crowns at thy footstool, and saying with a loud
voice; Worthy is the LAMB that was slain, to receive power,
and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory,
and blessing.

CHAPTER 4

CONTENTS

We have here the LORD JESUs commending the beauties and
graces of his Church. He invites her to a more close and
Intimate communion with him, and dwells again somewhat
more fully upon her loveliness. The church in return, as one
overcome with the goodness of his love, very humbly ascribes
all she hath to him, as the author and giver of it: and prays
that she may be made meet for the presence and enjoyment
of her LORD.
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SONG OF SOLOMON 4:1-5

Behold, thou art fair, my love; behold, thou art fair; thou hast
doves’ eyes within thy locks: thy hair /s as a flock of goats, that
appear from mount Gilead. (2) Thy teeth are like a flock of sheep
that are even shorn, which came up from the washing; whereof
every one bear twins, and none /s barren among them. (3) Thy
lips are like a thread of scarlet, and thy speech /s comely: thy
temples are like a piece of a pomegranate within thy locks. (4)
Thy neck /s like the tower of David builded for an armoury,
whereon there hang a thousand bucklers, all shields of mighty
men. (5) Thy two breasts are like two young roes that are twins,
which feed among the lilies.

The general commendation which CHRIST hath here given to
the opening of this Chapter, to the beauty of the Church, we
have in part met with before in this Song. (See Chap. 1:15.)
But here the LORD JEsus enters into a more particular relation
of those beauties of his spouse, and with a special
recommendation. It is probable from the several parts of the
body here figuratively spoken of, that Jesus intended to set
forth the several members of his mystical body, of which we
are told by an Apostle, that a/l the members of that one body
being many, are one body in CHRIST. 1 Corinthians 12:12. But
at the same time there can be no question, but that Jesus is
speaking of the beauty of the soul, The hidden man of the
heart, as an Apostle calls it. For the king's daughter is all
glorious within. Psalm 45:13. Probably by the eyes may be
meant the ministers of the gospel, who are said, as
instruments of the LORD, to be eyes to the blind, as well as
feet to the lame. The hair may be supposed to imply both the
number of CHRIST'S people and their preciousness; which are
all numbered, and not one can fall to the ground unnoticed
and disregarded. 7he teeth, intimate the office in showing the
word, and probably to intimate the clean from the unclean, as
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in the old Jewish dispensation. In coming up from the
washing and having no barrenness, implies the very great
fruitfulness of CHRIST's fold, and their purity when washed in
his blood. 7he /jps are very expressive of the holiness of a
believer's conversation. And as grace was poured into the lips
of Jesus, and the Church entreateth her LorD to kiss her with
the kisses of his mouth; so it carries with it this idea; that
JEsus hath thereby communicated of his fulness and grace for
grace. Psalm 45:2. Song Of Solomon 1:2, John 1:16. Song Of
Solomon 4:11. The T7emples being part of the head, may
probably be intended to convey the earnestness with which
the soul of a believer is always supposed to be engaged, in
the contemplation of her LorD. And the neck which connects
the head with the body, and which is said to be as the tower
of David with armory, may be intended to set forth the uniting
grace by which souls are formed in union with CHRIST, which
are stronger than a thousand bucklers, or all the shields of
the mighty. The breasts of the Church have been variously
considered; some as referring to the two Testaments, others
to the law and the gospel, others to the two great
Commandments, the love of Gop and the love of our
neighbour: and some would have them mean the two
ordinances of the gospel, baptism and the Supper of the
LoRrD. But whether these, or any of them are intended, seems
to be accompanied with too much difficulty for modern
Commentators to determine. One thing however is certain,
the LorD Jesus is evidently speaking with delight of his
Church; and it is blessed to be viewed by him in this manner,
especially when all the beauty and loveliness of the Church is
considered as wholly derived from him.
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SONG OF SOLOMON 4:6
Until the day break, and the shadows flee away, | will get me to
the mountain of myrrh, and to the hill of frankincense.

The Church once before had expressed herself in regard to
the dispersion of the shades of night, by the break of day, see
chap. 2:17; and here she adds, that she will wait this much
desired event, by retiring to meditation and prayer. By the
mountain of myrrh, perhaps in allusion to him to whom was
offered myrrh mingled with gall, may be supposed the mount
of Calvary; and by the hill of frankincense may perhaps be
implied the fragrancy of that incense, which Jesus as the great
High Priest of his people offered up in that one offering of
himself, in the bloody vesture. Some have supposed however,
that these are the words of CHRIST in continuance of what
went before, as if Jesus, while waiting for the great day in
which he will gather all things to himself, gets him away to
watch over all the concerns of his Church and people.

SONG OF SOLOMON 4:7
Thou art all fair, my love; there /s no spot in thee.

What a rich thought is contained in those words of JEsus
concerning his Church. In his eye the Church is not only fair
but spotless. So that, Reader, while, Gop’s dear children are
mourning over the innumerable errors they feel in
themselves, and under which they daily groan being
burthened: in the view of JEsus as washed in his blood, and
clothed in his righteousness, they are without spot, or
wrinkle, or any such thing. JEsus having presented them to
himself as without blame before him in love. Ephesians
5:27. Reader! how blessed the thought that Jesus and his
Church, Jesus and his people, in the sight of Gop the FATHER
are one. And though the followers of the LorD feel the sad
consequences daily of a fallen nature, and cry out under it
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through manifold, and as they sometimes think, increasing
infirmities; yet it is in JESus they are beheld, and their whole
acceptance ariseth, not from what they are in themselves,
but from what they are in the beloved.

SONG OF SOLOMON 4:8

Come with me from Lebanon, my spouse, with me from Lebanon:
look from the top of Amana, from the top of Shenir and Hermon,
from the lions’ dens, from the mountains of the leopards.

I would have the Reader observe in this verse how Jesus
calls his church by a new name, not before made use of in
the Song, namely, his Spouse. perhaps in allusion to what
was said before, the day of his espousals. Chap. 3:11. It is
blessed to observe in this, as well as the several other
tender names by which Jesus speaks to his church, how
very dear she is to him: and no doubt can be entertained of
it. He loved her from all eternity. And he so loved her as to
give himself for her. And when we see how earnest CHRIST
is that his people should be ever with him, can anything
more fully set forth the love of Jesus? Oh! that every poor,
distressed, fearful soul, would think of this when calling in
guestion, or doubting, his love. Isaiah 49:14-16. The call of
JEsus to come from Lebanon, the goodly mountain, as
Moses called it, Deuteronomy 3:25, may be supposed to
imply the necessity of leaving everything, however
apparently goodly in itself, for Jesus. Psalm 45:10, 11. And
Amana, Shenir, and Hermon, which some have thought the
mountains about Syria, have certainly a spiritual sense like
the former. Indeed what follows in the verse explains it.
Lions and leopards could not be very numerous in those
mountains, which were resorted to occasionally by
travellers. But the sense is, Jesus calls his own, his spouse,
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his fair one, to leave all society, which in ungodly men is
dangerous at the best, and for the most part hurtful, and to
come with him in whom true joys alone are to be found.
What can be more expressive of divine love! How
exceedingly ought the faithful in CHRIST JEsus to delight in
these views of the LoRD.

SONG OF SOLOMON 4:9

Thou hast ravished my heart, my sister, my spouse; thou hast
ravished my heart with one of thine eyes, with one chain of thy
neck.

The LorD JESuUs continues the same strain of affection in this
verse as in the former, and here adds another title, that of
sister to his beloved, to testify his relationship. Indeed the
LorD CHRIST fills all. And he speaks of his endearments by
reason of her beauty. Yea, his whole heart and soul seems to
be going out in expressions of his love, as one perfectly
overcome by his views of her. Perhaps the one eye JEsus here
speaks of means the eye of faith, and love, and desire, with
which redeemed souls are forever looking unto Jesus. They
have no eye to any other. And the one chain of the neck, by
which believers are united to their glorious head, as plainly
animates the ornaments of the SpiriT, by which their life and
conversation is manifested. Solomon, speaking of these
things, saith, they shall be as an ornament of grace unto the
head, and chains about the neck. Proverbs 1:9.

SoNG OF SoLomoN 4:10

How fair is thy love, my sister, my spouse! how much
better is thy love than wine! and the smell of thine
ointments than all spices!
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The love of CHRIST to his Church, and the love of the Church
to CHRIST in return, are the whole subject of this song. And
here the LORD JEsus declares how precious, her love is in his
sight. The Church had said of the love of Jesus, in the former
part of this song, that it was better than wine. Song Of
Solomon 1:2. And here the LorD condescends to make use of
the same comparison in allusion to her's. Pause, Reader, and
remark how gracious the LorD is? | would pause again and
again over the passage, and ask, how is it possible that the
love of a poor worthless worm, such as I am, can be at all
graceful, much less are highly esteemed in Jesus’s sight?
Surely the whole must result from the love of CHRIST as it is in
himself, and by a communication imparting a fragrancy
beyond that of spices.

SonG OF SoLomon 4:11

Thy lips, O my spouse, drop as the honeycomb: honey
and milk are under thy tongue; and the smell of thy
garments /s like the smell of Lebanon.

The dropping of the lips no doubt implies the conversation,
which Jesus saith in sweetness surpassed even the honey-
comb; for both honey and milk are in it: meaning, the
graceful, edifying, conversation of a believer, and what drops
from the mouth of a believer in prayer and praise at a mercy-
seat. But how doth the honeycomb drop? Not by pressure,
but free: not at a rate uncertain and little, but constant and
unceasing. For no sooner hath the comb dropped one portion
of its golden treasure, but another is immediately forming to
follow. This is a most beautiful figure, by which the LorD
represents his people. Honey and milk were the two great
temporal blessings of the promised land. And, figuratively,
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such are the spiritual blessings of the gospel. For what so
sweet or so nourishing as the divine doctrines of salvation!
sweeter than honey, and more fragrant than the most spicy
flowers of Lebanon.

SONG OF SOLOMON 4:12
A garden inclosed /s my sister, my spouse; a spring shut up, a
fountain sealed.

JEsus is still prosecuting the subject in the commendation of
his love. And here he compares her, by two or three very
striking similitudes She is a garden distinguished from the
world's wide wilderness; but she is /nclosed also, set apart
with special design for the owner. The people are said fo
awell alone, and not reckoned among the nations. Numbers
23:9. Moreover she is a spring shut up, and a fountain sealed;
meaning, that from her union with CHRIST, and her interest in
CHRIST, the water of life which her LorD hath given her to
drink, is in her a well of water springing up into everlasting
life. John 4:14. And how truly blessed is it to see and know
that by the graces of the HoLy Sp/r/T planted in the souls of
the redeemed, they have eternal life abiding in them. Because
/ live, (said Jesus) ye shall live also.

SONG OF SoLOMON 4:13-14

Thy plants are an orchard of pomegranates, with pleasant fruits;
camphire, with spikenard, (14) Spikenard and saffron; calamus
and cinnamon, with all trees of frankincense; myrrh and aloes,
with all the chief spices:

JEsus is not tired of the subject, for in both these verses he
prosecutes the same theme, and here talks of the fruitfulness
of his people. Under various similitudes he sets this forth. The
several graces of the SpiIRIT—their choice and divine qualities;
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with the blessed consequences, as they are brought forth to
the joy of the church at large, and the delight of every
individual of the church, are figuratively represented by the
characters here chosen.

SONG OF SOLOMON 4:15
A fountain of gardens, a well of living waters, and streams from
Lebanon.

Here it should seem the Church takes up the discourse, and
having heard her LoRD thus enlarging upon the graces, which
she well knew if she enjoyed she had them all and everyone
from him, she breaks out in the highest commendation of her
LorRD. A fountain of gardens: a well of living waters, and
streams from Lebanon, is my loved. It is as if she had said,
Am | a garden; then, LORD, it is thou that hast made me so?
Am | inclosed? Yes! thy distinguishing grace hath shut me in.
Am | a spring? Yes, Lorp! for thou art the fountain of all the
gardens; a well of living waters, for I wholly live by thee and
/n thee and all my refreshments are from thee, as the streams
from Lebanon. Reader! it is blessed while we enjoy our
mercies to enjoy yet more the author of them; and while we
have all things from CHRrisT, to feel the blessedness of all
things /n CHRIST. Jesus is indeed the fountain of all, the source
of all, and the end of all. And like the well, and the well of
living waters, in his GobpHEAD, and in his mediatorial fulness,
he is all in all. Oh! for grace to be able to comprehend, with
all saints, what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and
heighth; and to know the love of CHRIST, which passeth
knowledge, that we might be filled with all the fulness of Gop.
Ephesians 3:18, 19.

SONG OF SOLOMON 4:16

Awake, O north wind; and come, thou south; blow upon my
garden, that the spices thereof may flow out. Let my beloved
come into his garden, and eat his pleasant fruits.

95



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

It should seem, but | do not presume to determine, that the
former part of this verse is the call of Jesus to the HoLy GHoST
to breathe with his divine influences upon his Church the
garden; and then when this is done, and grace is in lively
exercise, the Church in the latter part invites her beloved to
come into his garden, which is his, and take the blessed fruits
which his own HoLy SpiriT had begotten. The north wind of
exciting, and the south wind of warming the affections, are
both graciously made use of, and the effect is as might be
supposed. The habit of soul in a believer, when one with
CHRIST by regeneration, becomes an actual exercise of grace
when the SPIRIT excites, in going forth in the devout frames of
faith, and love, and joy, and delight, upon the Person and
Work of the LorD Jesus; and while prayers and praises go up,
blessings and favours come down; and the LORD cometh into
his garden, and causeth all his goodness to pass before his
people. Oh! LorD! thus continually send the sweet influences
of the north wind, and the south wind upon my soul, and then
will my soul invite JEsus to come into his garden, and eat of
his pleasant fruits.

REFLECTIONS

AND doth my LorD indeed call me his fair one, his love, his
sister, his spouse? Oh! how shall my soul contain itself, in the
contemplation of such peerless grace amidst my conscious
undeservings. Surely, blessed Jesus, whatever | am that can
at all endear a poor sinner to my LorD, all I have, and all |
am, and all I hope to have, the whole is in thee and from
thee. Well may | take up the language of one of old, and say,
By the grace of Gop I am what | am. And oh! LorD let it be
said also as of him, so of me, that the grace bestowed upon
me was not in vain.

And doth Jesus call me to go with him from Lebanon, and
escape the lion's den, and the mountains of leopards? Yes,
LorD Jesus, | would pray for grace to follow thee,
whithersoever thou goest. Nothing shall separate my soul
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from the love of CHRIST. For. thou hast bought me, redeemed
me, and with a price no less dear than thine own most
precious blood: therefore, LorD, | am thine by every
endearment, and by every tye. Oh! LorD, give me grace here
also, that as I am not my own, but bought with a price, / may
glorify thee both in my body and in my spirit which are thine.

But, precious LORD JEsus, as without thee | can do nothing; |
pray thee be to me, A fountain of gardens, a well of living
waters, and as streams from Lebanon. Come, HoLY GHOST,
and be to me as the quickening source in leading to JEsus,
and taking from Jesus, and showing everything to me in JEsus.
And do thou, LorD, daily maintain, and support, and carry on,
the life thy mercy first gave me in JEsus. Thou, LORD, art the
only spiritual efficient agent in CHRIST'S garden the Church,
which by breathing thy gracious influences upon my heart,
can prepare that poor heart for the visits of my LORD to his
servant. | would, therefore, gracious SpirIT of all truth, intreat
thy mercy upon my poor soul, that by thy grace I may invite
my LORD and be prepared for my LORD, that he may daily
come into his garden.: and my soul be so quickened to receive
him, that he may eat of his pleasant fruits. Yea, LORD! do thou
knock at the door of my heart, and open it thyself; and let my
LoRD come in, and /et me sup with him and he with me.

CHAPTER 5

CONTENTS

There is an immediate connection between the first verse of
this Chapter, and the last of the preceding: for no sooner hath
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the church invited her LORD to come into his garden, than he
declares himself come. The church professeth herself to be in
a Sleepy state, but awakened by Jesus, she breaks out into a
commendation of her LorRD, which runs through the whole
chapter.

SoNG OF SoLomoN 5:1

I am come into my garden, my sister, my spouse: | have gathered
my myrrh with my spice; | have eaten my honeycomb with my
honey; | have drunk my wine with my milk: eat, O friends; drink,
yea, drink abundantly, O beloved.

Reader! observe the instant answer, and the gracious answer
of Jesus to the Church in these words. The moment she
asked, her wishes are complied with; yea, agreeably to that
promise of Jesus, Before his people calls, he will answer.
Isaiah 65:24. For as some read the words it is as if JEsus had
said, I am come into my garden: that is, I am always with
you. And surely if you considered aright you would know this,
by the manifestations I am forever making to you. For how
else would you invite me, had I not first inclined your heart to
it, by the sweet influences of my grace? And do you not know
of my presence with you, by the secret intimations | give you
? Are you not sensible when | answer your prayers, accept
and follow up your petitions, and meet you with blessings in
the refreshment you feel at, and after you have been to a
throne of grace. Is not this gathering my myrrh with my spice,
eating of my honey and drinking of my wine? For all the
graces you are enabled to exercise on me are mine, both in
my first giving and in my after calling forth into use. And
when you feel a fulness of enjoyment at my house or my
table; in private, or in public worship; from whence do these
enjoyments arise, but from me? Do you not hear my voice in
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all, calling upon you as my friends and beloved to eat and
drink abundantly? 1 do not detain the reader with many
observations on the several things here spoken of, for this
would lead into an endless subject. | fear indeed in every line
I write that | am swelling this work, which at the first was
begun with a view to compress within a very few pages, to a
bulk by much too large. But | would trespass here, on this
verse in one part of it, to offer a remark on the honey-comb,
and the honey the LorD so delightfully speaks of eating.
Honey is in the flower, before it is extracted and formed by
the bee. So it may be said that the love and grace of JEHOVAH
in redemption goodness was in his infinite mind and will
towards us, before that it was brought forth from the FATHER,
towards us and our nature by the LorRD JEsus CHRIST. And as
honey in the comb is there made and prepared by the bee; so
JEsus our adorable Redeemer, our Glory-man, made, and
prepared, and wrought it all out by himself, for us and our
nature. And as honey in the mouth is known and enjoyed by
him that eateth it; so when Gob the HoLy GHOST takes of the
things of CHRIST and shows to us, doth he not make us eat
and drink abundantly, yea, as the LORD’s beloved? Yea, more.
We not only eat the honey, but of the honeycomb. We not
only take the sweet things of Jesus, but Jesus himself which is
sweeter far. Not only his gifts and graces, his whole redemp-
tion, but himself. Oh! precious LOrRD what beauties are in thy
word, what endless subjects in this one verse? And what
then, thou dearest LORD Jesus, what beauties must be in
thyself, to ravish the souls of thy people with joy
unspeakable, and full of glory, to all eternity?

SONG OF SOLOMON 5:2
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| sleep, but my heart waketh: /¢ /s the voice of my beloved that
knocketh, saying, Open to me, my sister, my love, my dove, my
undefiled: for my head is filled with dew, and my locks with the
drops of the night.

We have here the description of the soul under a state of
coldness and indifferency to her LorD. This is described under
the image and figure of sleep; yet not a dead sleep of total
insensibility; for she saith, Her heart waketh, and so as to
hear and know the voice of her beloved, who is calling upon
her and desiring admittance. But it is intended to represent
that situation, which the people of Gob, every one of them by
experience, know but too much of: at times a coldness to
divine things, an indifferency to the cause of Jesus: and
sometimes to the neglect of ordinances, and the means of
grace; or if sitting under the word, a hearing as though they
heard not. It is a sad state this, and sometimes the
temptation to it is carried on to a length truly alarming. And
as it ariseth from a body of sin of death they carry about with
them, believers can never be too earnest with the LORD to be
kept from it. Our indifferency under it becomes the Worst
symptom of it. And no doubt, it becomes also the greatest
cause of the displeasure of the Lorp. And did not his grace as
much exceed our deserts, as his love is greater than ours, a
recovery from it could never be expected.

Yea, perhaps many a child of Gob hath had his last days
clouded in consequence of it, and gone out of life without that
fulness of divine light, which the exercise of lively faith upon
the person of CHRIST is sure to induce. Reader! pause over it.
And while looking up with earnest prayer to be kept from it,
learn to get more and more insight into that science which
will tend to humble the soul, and exalt JEsus that teacheth us
what a mass of sin, after all our attainments in grace, we
virtually are. Truly did the Apostle say, and truly may all
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regenerated souls say the same, know that in me, that is in
my flesh, adwelleth no good thing. Romans 7:18. How blessed
is it to observe the unchangeable love of Jesus, as set forth in
this sweet verse of his word. Though the church was fallen
asleep, and seemingly regardless of her LORD; yet JESus was
not regardless of her. Though we fail in duty, JESus never fails
in his love. His love-calls in this verse are most tender and
gracious. He stands at the door and knocketh. Revelation
3:20. And this by his word, by his servants the ministers of his
gospel, by ordinances, by providences, by chastisements; in
short, in numberless ways as shall best suit the blessed
purposes of his grace. But in all and every one, see how
tender his reproofs, how gentle his corrections. Sleepy and
unworthy as his Church is, still is she Ais sister, his love, his
dove, his undefiled. Oh! wonderful matchless grace! Oh!
astonishingly gracious Saviour! We must not wholly pass over
the several arguments the LORD Jesus makes use of, to
enforce the Church to receive him. He saith, His head is filled
with dew, and his locks with the drops of the night. By which
perhaps may be understood, that he came with a fulness of
grace, and would be himself as the dew unto Israel. Hosea
14:6. Deuteronomy 32:2. And perhaps the drops of the night
is intended to manifest to the Church the Redeemer's own
personal sufferings, which he endured in order to bring
blessings to her. The garden of Gethsemane, and the mount
of Olives may well and fully explain. Psalm 22 and Psalm 69
compared with the Evangelists. Matthew 26 &c.

SONG OF SOLOMON 5:3
I have put off my coat; how shall I put it on? | have
washed my feet; how shall I defile them?

If this verse affords as that it doth indeed afford, an awful
example to what a degree of baseness and ingratitude our
nature is capable of falling; it will serve at the same time to
manifest the wonderful patience, and love, and forbearance of
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our LorD. What a beautiful representation of both is given by
the Prophet. Hosea, 11:7-9.

SoNG OF SoLomoN 5:4
My beloved put in his hand by the hole of the door, and my
bowels were moved for him.

See Reader! the sovereignty of grace, and behold at the
same time the whole source of our mercies. All calls, all
entreaties, are lost upon our poor unthinking hearts, until the
LorD that calls makes willing also /n the day of his power. But
until the voice that ere long shall wake the dead, now wakes
the sinner, dead in trespasses and sins; no heart will open to
him, nor feet move towards him. How blessed to see the
Church having her very inside turned towards CHRIST, when
by his Almighty love he had opened her soul. The prophet
describes a beautiful instance of this, in the case of Ephraim:
Jeremiah 31:13-20. And the Evangelist another, in the case
of the Prodigal. Luke 15:17-24.

SONG OF SOLOMON 5:5

I rose up to open to my beloved; and my hands dropped with
myrrh, and my fingers with sweet smelling myrrh, upon the
handles of the lock.

We have the Church here recovered from her sleep, and the
sweet effects of grace moving in her heart towards CHRIST,
are set forth in the charming figures of hands dropping, and
fingers smelling with the fragrancy of myrrh; by which we are
to understand that faith and love were in lively exercise to
receive CHRIST, and to manifest her sense of his goodness
and her unworthiness. Myrrh in scripture is frequently made
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use of to resemble grace. Thus the grace of JEsus to his
people is set forth: Song Of Solomon 1:13. Psalm 45:8.

SONG OF SOLOMON 5:6

| opened to my beloved; but my beloved had withdrawn himself,
and was gone: my soul failed when he spake: | sought him, but |
could not find him; I called him, but he gave me no answer.

This is a very interesting verse, and full of divine matter. The
departure of Jesus from his people doth not mean a total
departure, or a loss of covenant interest in CHRIST'S
righteousness, or an union with his person. Neither his love
nor his affection can he take away; for having loved his own
which are in the world he loveth them unto the end. John
13:1. And his betrothing his church unto himself is forever.
Hosea 2:19. But it means the hiding of his countenance, the
suspension of the influences of the HoLy GHosT. And if JESUS
thus withdraws, the soul of a believer will feel what the
Church felt, when she expressed herself as in this verse.
Reader! pause over this subject. If you know the LORD you
will know also, what a blessedness it is to live always under
the visits of his love; and if at any time he remits those visits,
to mourn after him. My soul can derive no joy, no comfort,
from the consciousness that the HoLy GHosST is with the
Church always, if at the same time he is not with my soul. 1
still go heavily all the day if 1 have nothing of his quickening,
upholding, and communicating grace, leading me into the
love of Gob and into the patient waiting for CHRIST. Hence
the cry of the Psalmist, Psalm 51:11, and again Psalm 143:7.
The Church seeking CHRIST as expressed in the latter part of
this verse, hath been observed upon, chap. 3:2.

SoNG OF SOLOMON 5:7
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The watchmen that went about the city found me, they smote me,
they wounded me; the keepers of the walls took away my veil
from me.

Some observations have been already made upon the
watchmen finding the Church. Chap. 3:3. So that on that part
I need not enlarge. But by wounding her; and the keepers of
the walls taking away her vail from her, it may be proper to
add a little by way of explaining. If the watchmen here
spoken of were intended to represent the LorD’s faithful
servants, perhaps by those expressions are intended to show
that they did not spare sharpness of speech, but admonished
her of her improper conduct, and took away all the covering
of excuse. Isaiah 58:1, &c.

SoNG OF SOLOMON 5:8
I charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, if ye find my beloved,
that ye tell him, that | am sick of love.

The Church had twice before in this Song given a charge to
the daughters of Jerusalem. Chap. 2:7. and chap. 3:5. But
here she adds a more earnest request. Tell my LorD, saith
she, that I am sick of love: which is, as if she had said, oh let
my LORD know how truly sorry I am for my late ungrateful
conduct. Tell him | cannot rest until 1 know that | have his
pardoning mercy and his renewing grace. Oh! tell my LORD, if
he will but come unto me and draw my soul out after him,
that my soul will revive as the spring. But while Jesus is
absent | can find neither peace within, nor comfort without.
Reader! do you know anything of these soul-searching, soul-
distressing feelings? Here is nothing of the cold lifeless form
of prayer. This differs widely from that lukewarm frame of
spirit; which the Laodicean Church had, and which the
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Redeemer declared himself so much displeased with, that he
rejected it with abhorrence. Revelation 3:15, 16.

SONG OF SOLOMON 5:9

What /s thy beloved more than another beloved, O thou fairest
among women? what /s thy beloved more than another beloved,
that thou dost so charge us?

We have in this verse a question put to the Church by the
daughters of Jerusalem. They call her the fairest among
women, and by twice asking what there is in her beloved
more than in another, they express both their surprize and
their earnestness to know who this is. It is a blessed
consideration that the Church is a perfection of beauty. The
human soul as it first came out of the hands of the Almighty
Creator pure and undefiled, and as it is when again washed
in the blood of CHRIST after its defilements, is such an object
of beauty as may well be called fair. Now the question seems
to be put with much earnestness, what is there in CHRIST so
superior to every other object of love, that it carries
everything before it? Various are the objects of desire among
men. Some to the world,—the pride, rank, opulence,
grandeur of the world. Others to human learning. Some to
pleasure; some to money; some to title; some to natural
alliances. But CHRIST is so fair, so lovely, so supremely the
chief, the only good, that the Church hath set her affection
upon him, to the total exclusion of them all.

SoNG OF SoLomoN 5:10
My beloved /s white and ruddy, the chiefest among ten thousand.

The Church in this verse begins her answer, and had she said
no more than what she saith in the commendation of Jesus,
this is a final reply to all. First, she describes his double

105



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

nature, He /s white; alluding, most probably, to his GODHEAD,
spotless, pure and holy: next to his manhood; he is ruddy or
red. Adam was so called, in allusion to the earth, which is red;
and this feature intimates the Person of CHRIST in his human
nature, when shedding his blood for the sins of his people.
But some have supposed, and perhaps not without reason;
that the human nature of CHRIST only is intended by the
expression: the perfect obedience and purity of CHRIST
indicated by the whiteness,; and the bloody hue of his sacrifice
and death setting forth by the red. But whether either or both
of these, it is sufficient to show the great sense the Church
had of the glory of her LorD. But she adds also, that he is the
chiefest among ten thousand. This is a delightful description
of the LorRD Jesus. He is the chiefest among ten thousand in
the sight and choice of Gobp the FATHER. For JEHOVAH saith, /
have exalted one chosen out of the people. Psalm 89:20. He
is so among all his people; for he /s fairer than the children of
men. and the language of every follower of Jesus is, he shall
choose our inheritance for us, the excellency of Jacob whom
he loved. Psalm 47:4. Precious LORD! how lovely is it to see
that thou art hath the choice of JEHovaH, and of thy people
also.

SONG OF SoLOMON 5:11
His head /s as the most fine gold, his locks are bushy, and black
as a raven.

The Church now having given as before a generalidea of her
LoRD, here begins to descend into particulars. And as JESUS in
the preceding Chapter had been commending the beauty of
his Church, she now holds forth in the best manner she is
able, the surpassing grace and loveliness of her LorD. And
first, she describes his Aead: perhaps alluding to Gop the
FATHER: for the Apostle saith, that the head of CHRIST /s Gob. 1
Corinthians 11:3. And as CHRIST in his divine nature is one
with the FATHER over all, GoD blessed for ever, perhaps also
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the expression might allude to the divine nature of CHRIST,
and his headship over his Church and people. And in this
sense the /ocks of CHRIST may refer, in relation to the
numberless hairs of the head, to the multitude of believers.

SONG OF SOLOMON 5:12
His eyes are as the eyes of doves by the rivers of waters, washed
with milk, and fitly set.

The Church now describes the eyes of her, beloved. Blessed it
is to know that Jesus’s eye is upon all his people, and with the
love and meekness of the dove. Perhaps the influences of his
HoLy SpiriT may be here intended by the allusion. And as the
HoLy GHosT is frequently set forth under the similitude of
rivers and waters; so his gifts are said to be as by the rivers.
Sweet thought here again suggested! JEsus never loseth sight
of his people; and he will be to them as a well of living water,
and streams from Lebanon.

SONG OF SOLOMON 5:13
His cheeks are as a bed of spices, as sweet flowers: his
lips /ike lilies, dropping sweet smelling myrrh.

Two features of her beloved in description the Church joins
together in this verse: the cheeks of CHRIST and his /jps.
Perhaps by the former may be meant the beauties of his
Person; and by the /atter, the blessedness of what he
delivered. And to those who have seen the King in his beauty,
and heard the gracious, words which proceed out of his
mouth, nothing can more strikingly set forth the Person and
offices of the LORD JESUS.

SoNG OF SOLOMON 5:14
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His hands are as gold rings set with the beryl: his belly /s as bright
ivory overlaid with sapphires.

The Church again unites in one view two representations
more of JEsus. The hands, which set forth his bounty, and the
belly, which being the tenderest part of the body, represents
his wonderful condescension to his people. And in both the
Church aims to show how gracious the LORD is.

SONG OF SoLOMON 5:15

His legs are as pillars of marble, set upon sockets of
fine gold: his countenance /s as Lebanon, excellent as
the cedars.

The Church still prosecutes the pleasing subject, and from the
legs to the countenance, points to her beloved. Perhaps the
strength of CHRIST by the former, and his mildness by the
latter, are intended in these expressions.

SONG OF SOLOMON 5:16
His mouth /s most sweet: yea, he /s altogether lovely. This /s my
beloved, and this /s my friend, O daughters of Jerusalem.

And having now so largely particularized, she here sums up in
one the whole description: as if she had said, time would falil
to enumerate all: but such is my beloved, and such my friend,
that he is altogether lovely, there is nothing in him but what is
so. In his person, his offices, in every point of view, not only
to me, but to all. JEHovAH is unceasingly beholding him with
divine complacency. Angels, and the spirits of just men made
perfect in the Church above, centre their whole affections
upon him. And the whole Church below look on no other for
grace and salvation. If you therefore ask, who this is my soul
loveth, and is everlastingly looking after: be it known unto
you, oh! ye daughters of Jerusalem, that this is he. This is my
beloved, and this is my friend. Pause, Reader! and ask your
heart, whether such be your friend and your beloved also?
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REFLECTIONS

READER! let us not dismiss this beautiful chapter, until we
have once more looked up to Gob the HoLy GHosT, and
entreated him to show us our interest in what is here said of
Jesus, and how far we can adopt a similar language
concerning him. And first, let us never overlook the readiness
of Jesus to comply with the wishes of his people in coming at
their call. No sooner did the church invite her beloved to come
into his garden, but we find CHRIST is come. And let us remark
further, how gracious the LoRD is in gathering his spices; his
myrrh, and milk, and honey. Reader! be assured from hence,
that every prayer of his people JEsus regards. Every sigh they
utter comes up before him. As one of old said, so all may be
assured: He putteth our tears into his bottle all these things
are noted in his book. And as JEsus comes in the midst of his
churches and people to gather, so doth he give unto them
largely to enjoy. His language is, £at, O friends, drink, yea,
drink abundantly, O beloved!

Reader! are you acquainted with that state, of which the
church in this part of the Song so greatly complains? Dost
thou, by reason of a body of sin and death which thou carriest
about with thee, groan, being burthened? Dost thou feel a
heaviness not unlike the sorrow of soul which the disciples felt
in the garden, and frequently dust thou feel that sad
indisposition which disqualifies the soul for the sweet
enjoyment of Jesus? And when at times under this dreadful
deadness of affliction, thou hearest the voice of JEsus in
ordinances, its providences; by rebukes, by chastisements;
oh! what a decisive proof is this, in every heart that feels it, of
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the impossibility of any natural goodness in a creature, who is
the subject of such infirmities? Precious Jesus! do thou by me,
do thou by the Reader, and by every child of thine, follow up
thy gracious calls, by opening the door of our hearts; and do
thou come in, LoRD, and revive thy work with the droppings of
thy grace, and the fragrancy of thy SpirIT's influences. And in
those seasons, do not withdraw, thou dear LorD, neither be
thou to us as the way-faring man that turneth in to tarry but
for a night. Neither let thy servants, the watchmen of thy,
city, wound us; but oh! let them point our souls to thee, and
lead us to JEsus that we may tell our LORD we are sick, waiting
for the renewed views of his pardoning grace, and mercy,
that our souls may revive as the corn, and grow as the vine.

Are there any that enquire after my beloved? Do you desire to
know, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, who Jesus is; what, he is;
what he hath wrought; what he is doing, and can, and will
do; and wherefore it is that he is my beloved, my only
beloved, and why is it that I am so truly anxious for his love?
Oh! for grace and power to tell you of his loveliness.
Everything in CHRIST is precious. He is precious in his Person.
Every feature of him is lovely. He is precious in his offices,
precious in his character, precious in his relations; yea, there
is nothing in him but what is precious; for he is altogether
lovely, and the chiefest among ten thousand. And what would
be alarming and distressing in others, becomes lovely in him.
His cross and reproaches for his sake, how trying and painful
soever to flesh and blood, are on his account, not only
endurable, but productive of holy joy. And JEsus is this in all
that belongs to him, and in all circumstances connected with
him, for as he is in himself the first fair, the first beautiful; the
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first lovely; so he communicates loveliness to all that are
united to him; neither is there anything lovely or amiable but
what is derived from him. Do you enquire, then, what there is
in my beloved, more than in another beloved | answer; All
these things and a thousand more. And will you not love him
with me, and delight in him also; oh that he that is my be-
loved, may be your beloved; and that you may at length say
with me, T7his is my friend, and this is my beloved, O ye
daughters of Jerusalem.

CHAPTER 6

CONTENTS

The church appears, in the opening of this Chapter, to have
called forth the serious enquiry of others to seek JESUS with
her. And she seems delighted to give information concerning
him. CHRIST then takes up the discourse, and sets forth the
loveliness of his church, and his delight in her.

SONG OF SOLOMON 6:1

Whither is thy beloved gone, O thou fairest among women?
whither is thy beloved turned aside? that we may seek him with
thee.

This is a very interesting part of the Song, because it
represents the serious and earnest enquiry of seeking souls
after CHRIST. The persons here asking the question appear to
be evidently under impressions of grace, and as the address is
made to the church of Jesus, and she is called by them, 7he
fairest among women, nothing can be more plain than that
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they considered the LorD Jesus the whole cause of her loveli-
ness, and therefore desired to be made partakers of the
same. It is one of the most delightful offices of faithful
ministers of Jesus, when at anytime the Lord blesseth their
ministry, to have questions concerning their LORD put to them,
by those that are seeking him. | beg the Reader also to
observe, before | dismiss the consideration of this verse, that
the enquiry here made concerning JEsus; is not who CHRIST is;
for that had been made before (chap. 5:9), and the answer
appears to have been truly satisfactory. But having received
conviction concerning the Person and work of CHRIST, the next
enquiry of a truly awakened soul is, how shall I find him, and
enjoy him to my soul's comfort?

SONG OF SOLOMON 6:2
My beloved is gone down into his garden, to the beds of spices, to
feed in the gardens, and to gather lilies.

I detain the Reader, in the opening of this verse, to remark to
him once more, if the remark be again necessary, that this
answer of the church, to those that were seeking her LORD,
carries with it the fullest and most undeniable testimony that
the whole subject this Song is truly spiritual, and of a divine
nature. In the loves of carnal persons there is too much
jealousy to direct others to the object of love; rather doth
every one forbid, than lead to an acquaintance: so that if
there was no other evidence than what this part of the song
contains; itself, would be enough to prove to a
demonstration, that it is not the love of Solomon and
Pharaoh's daughter which forms the subject of this Song, but
CHrRIST and his church. It will not be very difficult to
understand what is meant by CHRIST's garden and his beds of
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spices, after what hath been already observed on these
subjects, (chap. 4:16.) The expression, indeed, concerning
CHRIST's garden, somewhat varies here; for the church
describes her LorRD as being gone down into his garden; by
which it may he supposed is meant the garden Jesus hath in
this lower world, by way of distinction to that which is above;
but the whole, both above and below, is but one church; the
gift of his FATHER, the purchase of his blood, and the conquest
of his grace. And Jesus may be truly said to be gone down to
the beds of spices, when he visits any particular souls of his
with his grace; when he feeds them, or when he feeds (if it
be allowed the expression) himself, in receiving the fruits of
grace, which he himself hath planted by, his HoLy Sp/rIT in
their hearts. He gathers the lilies also, whensoever he takes
home precious souls he hath redeemed to himself in glory.

SONG OF SOLOMON 6:3
I am my beloved’'s, and my beloved /s mine: he feedeth among
the lilies.

I need not detain the Reader over this verse, having already
noticed it, chap. 2:16. to which | refer; unless it be to remark
once more, the delight the church takes in the conscious
property she hath in Jesus, and JEsus in her. Here, indeed, the
form of expression varies from the former; for in that she first
calls CHRIST hers, and then she is his. But here she inverts the
order, and declares herself first to be his, and then CHRIST is
hers: but the alteration only serves to point out yet more
strongly the mutual property in both.

SONG OF SOLOMON 6:4
Thou art beautiful, O my love, as Tirzah, comely as Jerusalem,
terrible as an army with banners.
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Here Jesus takes up the discourse, and which he doth in the
most gracious manner, in commendations of his love. He saith
that she is beautiful as 7/rzah. There was a city in the tribe of
Manasseh called 7irzah; Joshua, 12:6. 24. And as Judea is
said to have been the glory of all lands, no doubt that 7irzah
was a pleasant place. But some have thought that it is not the
name of a place intended by the expression, but that she is
lovely in his eyes, comely from the comeliness he had put
upon her. And if this be the sense of it, how delightful ought
it to be to a child of Gob, to consider, however poor, and low,
and despised we are in our own eyes, and in the eyes of the
world, yet, Jesus declares his people beautiful as Tirzah. But
CHRIST doth not rest here. The church is also comely as
Jerusalem. This city, is said in scripture, to be the joy of the
whole earth. Psalm 48:2. And if the church of Jesus be thus
lovely upon earth, amidst all the spots and infirmities of its
inhabitants; what must it be in the Jerusalem which is above?
Read the beloved Apostle's description of it; and while
reading, connect with it, in recollection that every individual
child of Gob forms a part in it. Revelation 21:2-4. There is
another description CHRIST gives of his church in this verse,
and that is, that she is terrible as an army with banners. And
is it not so? How often hath it been known that vice hath
been put out of countenance by the singular zeal of some
faithful servant of the LorD? How often have the constancy
and firmness of the saints made tyrants tremble? Acts 24:25.
Hebrews 11:33-35. And yet more and much more important,
how often have the faithful overcome the LorD himself by the
prevalency of faith and prayer? See Genesis 32:24-28. Exodus
32:11-14. Joshua 7:6-9.

114



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

SONG OF SOLOMON 6:5
Turn away thine eyes from me, for they have overcome me: thy
hair /s as a flock of goats that appear from Gilead.

Some have translated these words, 7urn thine eyes to me,
and they say it means the call of Jesus to his church to be
always looking to him. Isaiah 45:22. And, indeed, there is but
too much reason for the perpetual call of Jesus to the church
to this effect: but the more general opinion is that CHRIST
expresseth himself as is here said, intimating that such is his
love of his church, that when her faith is in lively actings, it
compels him to comply with her request. Thus in the case of
Lot: Haste thee, escape thither, for I cannot do any thing till
thou be come thither. Genesis 19:21, 22. 32:26. And in the
case of the woman of Canaan, Matthew 15:28.

SONG OF SOLOMON 6:6-7

Thy teeth are as a flock of sheep which go up from the washing,
whereof every one beareth twins, and there /s not one barren
among them. (7) As a piece of a pomegranate are thy temples
within thy locks.

These verses, as well as the latter part of the former verse,
have been already noticed; chap. 4:1-3. | only add to what
was there offered, what a blessed view it gives us of the LORD
JEsus, that he should not only condescend to describe his
church by such similitudes, but also to find pleasure in
repeating them.

SONG OF SOLOMON 6:8-9

There are threescore queens, and fourscore concubines, and
virgins without number. (9) My dove, my undefiled is but one; she
/s the only one of her mother, she /s the choice one of her that
bare her. The daughters saw her, and blessed her; yea, the
gueens and the concubines, and they praised her.
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In these verses we have still further proof of CHRIST'S love to
his church, and the distinguishing nature of it. It is, as if the
LorD had said, Though there be among men, and the great
ones of the earth, those who have concubines and wives
without number; yet, my beloved is but one, and the only one
of my love; and so fair, so lovely, so undefiled, that even
those who know not me, shall be obliged at length to confess
that she is blessed. Reader! at the great day of Gob we are
told that this shall take place. They shall see and confess;
and, although in this life, who so despised, and set at nought
as the followers of Jesus; yet, at the final audit, every eye
shall see him, and all nations shall wail because of him.
Revelation 1:7.

SONG OF SoLomON 6:10
Who /s she that looketh forth as the morning, fair as the moon,
clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with banners?

It should seem that this verse is introduced here in
accommodation of the church of CHRIST, by some looker-on;
perhaps the daughters of Jerusalem: and the description is
uncommonly striking and beautiful. If we consider the church
in the day-dawn of revelation, amidst the darkness of the
whole world around, it might be called the looking forth as
the morning. And if, from the days of the Patriarchs, to the
giving of the law; and if through that whole dispensation, to
the coming of the gospel, it only resembled the pale borrowed
light of the moon. And in this view of the subject, the glorious
gospel of the ever-blessed Gob, will then correspond to what
is said of the church being clear as the sun, when Jesus, the
Sun of righteousness, arose with healing in his wings. But if
we consider the verse as referring to the church under the full
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manifestations of grace by the LoRD JEsus CHRIST, then, in the
instance of every individual believer, their experience in divine
things is as the path of the just, which shineth more and more
unto the perfect day.

SONG OF SOLOMON 6:11

I went down into the garden of nuts to see the fruits of the valley,
and to see whether the vine flourished, and the pomegranates
budded.

Some refer these words to the church in seeking after CHRIST;
but there seems a more orderly agreement with all that is
before to accept them as the words of Jesus. It /s his gracious
office to notice the state of grace in the souls of his people.
And by the frequent account the LorD gives of himself doing
so in this Song, it may be intended to remind his people how
very constant his eye is upon them. Hagar had a sweet sense
of this. Genesis 16:13, 14.

SONG OF SOLOMON 6:12
Or ever | was aware, my soul made me /ke the chariots of
Amminadib.

And JEHovAH speaks and the church thus conscious of the
presence of her Lord visiting his garden, felt that blessed but
sudden effect that her soul became as the chariots of
Amminadib, perhaps the swiftest ever known. But some have
rendered the passage as the words of Jesus. That Gob is
overcome by the earnest cries of his people; and, indeed,
speaking after the manner of men, this is evident, from
passages in scripture already quoted in this chapter. And, in
addition to these, the Reader will find a beautiful illustration
to the same amount; Hosea 11:8-9. And also another in
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Jeremiah 31:20. The chariots here spoken of, if the words be
accepted in this latter sense, will be the chariots of my willing
people; that is their faith, love, and all the other graces
implanted by Jesus in the soul, and thus called forth by him
into exercise. Ammi, meaning my people, and Nadib, implying
their willingness.

SONG OF SOLOMON 6:13

Return, return, O Shulamite; return, return, that we may look
upon thee. What will ye see in the Shulamite? As it were the
company of two armies.

The church is in this verse called upon, most probably by the
daughters of Jerusalem, to return. But it doth not so
immediately appear what the church is called upon to return
to; some, therefore, have accepted the call as the words of
CHRIST; and in this sense the words are certainly much more
plain and obvious; for then the object of the return, that we
may look upon thee, will be that all the Persons of the Gob-
HEAD, FATHER, SON, and HoLy GHosT, may behold the fair
beauty of the church, robed in the apparel of her Husband. |
do not presume to determine the exact sense of the passage,
or to which they refer. But, when the church is called
Shulamite, it should seem it means a woman of Salem, or
Jerusalem; for the word is the same. And as the bride of
JESus, she is the Shulamite indeed. Solomon, as the name of a
man, is precisely the same as Shulamite for a woman. Now as
the LORD JESus, in one scripture, is called the LORD OUR
RIGHTEOUSNESS, and in another passage of the same prophet,
the church is so called, all this seems to throw a light upon
the subject, in explaining why the church is called Shulamite.
Jeremiah 23:6 chap. 33:16. The answer of the church is a
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most beautiful proof of grace, and her humbleness of soul.
What will ye see, saith the church, but as a company of two
armies, or as the margin of the Bible hath it, of Mahanaim,
two hosts, such as the patriarch Jacob noticed, Genesis 32:1,
2. The conflict between grace and nature is very aptly
represented by two armies, and in a warfare that ends not
but with death. Blessed Jesus, it is well that it ends then; and
everlasting praises be to thy name the victory is not doubtful;
for thy people are more than conquerors, through thy grace
making them so. Romans 8:37-39.

REFLECTIONS

Here Reader, let us pause; and before we close the chapter,
take into one view, some at least of the many blessed things
contained in it for our instruction. Are we earnest in our
enquiries for Jesus? Do we now seek after him from a
knowledge of him, and a conviction of our need of him, and
our utter ruin without him? Then let us learn from hence,
where we are to seek CHRIST, and the earnestness with which
we should enquire after him. There is a generation that seek
the LorD, and of whom he saith, he will not be sought in vain.
And very blessed it is to have this assurance from the LORD
himself; while in a day of much heresy the cry is, Lo/ here is
CHRIST, or lo, he is there! Reader! let us not be discouraged
with these things. A real love for CHRIST, and the going forth
of real desires after CHRIST; both are of Jesus’s own giving:
and the grace he gives, he will perfect. And if, as the church
speaks, JEsus is gone down into his garden, his church; let us
in ordinances, and in all the several means of grace there,
seek him, where his name is as ointment poured forth, and
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where his glory and his salvation are the chief and only object
regarded; and we shall find that, ere we are aware, our souls
will be made like the chariot of Amminadib. And oh for grace,
like the church, to arrive at that blessedness of assurance
founded in the FATHER's love, the Redeemer's grace, and the
SpIrIT's fellowship, that each may say for himself as the
church: 7 am my beloved'’s, and my beloved is mine.

Precious Jesus! is thy church indeed lovely and beautiful as
Tirzah? is she comely as Jerusalem, and in thy strength
terrible as an army with banners? Surely then, blessed LORD,
the whole is derived from thee! What grace, what
endowment, what ornament can our poor polluted nature
have but in, and from thee. In thy light, LorD, we shalt see
light; and in thy strength we are strong: but without thee we
are nothing. Cause thy redeemed to come up as a flock of
sheep from the washing, and let there be not one barren
among them.

I praise thee, my blessed LorD and Saviour, for this account
of thy church, that she is but one and undefiled; and the
choice one of her that bare her; and oh! for grace to bear
about with me this precious mark of unity. One, LORD, with
thee, and one, with thy people: one faith, one hope, one
baptism; and all thy redeemed shall be found in one spirit,
even as we are called in one hope of our calling. And
although, thou glorious Head of thy body the church, all thy
redeemed here below are like the Shulamite, always in the
conflict as of two armies; yet already in thy strength we have
overcome. T7Thanks be to Gob who giveth us the victory,
through our LoRD Jesus CHRIST! And therefore now we would
begin the Song, until in the full assembly of the church above
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we come to sing with a louder, fuller, sweeter strain: Unto
him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own
blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto Gob and his
FATHER, fo him be glory and dominion for ever and ever.
Amen.

CHAPTER 7

CONTENTS

Here is the same subject prosecuted through the greater part
of this chapter as the former, namely, the beauty of the
church as in the eyes of her Husband. Towards the close of it,
the church humbly professeth her hope and faith in Jesus.

SONG OF SOLOMON 7:1-5

How beautiful are thy feet with shoes, O prince’s daughter! the
joints of thy thighs are like jewels, the work of the hands of a
cunning workman. (2) Thy navel /s /ike a round goblet, which
wanteth not liquor: thy belly /s /ike an heap of wheat set about
with lilies. (3) Thy two breasts are like two young roes that are
twins. (4) Thy neck /s as a tower of ivory; thine eyes /lke the
fishpools in Heshbon, by the gate of Bathrabbim: thy nose /s as
the tower of Lebanon which looketh toward Damascus. (5) Thine
head upon thee /s like Carmel, and the hair of thine head like
purple; the king /s held in the galleries.

This chapter opens with an address of CHRIST to his Church,
which is replete with the same warm expressions of love; for
there is no change in CHRIST. Having loved his own which are
in the world, he loveth them to the end. John 13:1. Here is a
new name, or title, by which the LoRrD is pleased to distinguish
her, for he calls her, O Prince’s daughter: perhaps in allusion
to what scripture hath said of the church of CHRIST at large,
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and of all believers in particular. Thus in one of the Psalms
the church is called the King's daughter. Psalm 45:10-16. And
moreover, the church, and every individual of the church, is
such being children of Gob by adoption and by grace. John
1:12, 13. And indeed, when CHRIST condescended to marry
our nature, he made that nature royal. Isaiah 54:5. I will not
detain the Reader with following up every description which
CHRIST here gives his church, for it would lead into too
extensive a subject. Some of the things here said in this, and
the following verses concerning the Church's beauty, have
been said before; see verse 3, compared with chap. 4:5: but
it is somewhat remarkable that the church should have
commended CHRIST under fen several particulars, and that the
LorD Jesus should have thought proper in celebrating the
beauty of his church, to have taken exactly the same number
of heads to dwell upon. Some of these features are very plain
and expressive, and cannot be mistaken, if construed
agreeably to the general analogy of scripture. By the feet of
the church, no doubt, intended the ministers of the gospel of
CHRIST, whose feet on the mountains are said to be beautiful
in their publishing peace. lsaiah 52:7. And the head, like
Carmel, intimating how high, in consequence, of the church's
union with CHRIST, she is exalted. He is the head of his body
the church, the fulness of Him that filleth all in all. Ephesians
1:23. By the King being held in the galleries, seems to imply
how closely allied Jesus is to his church; and that when the
church lays hold of CHRIST in the galleries of ordinances, or his
promises; or, in short, in any of the covenant-engagements,
the church may, and by his grace, by virtue of her interest in
his blood and righteousness, will detain him. Genesis 32:26.
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SONG OF SOLOMON 7:6-9

How fair and how pleasant art thou, O love, for delights! (7) This
thy stature is like to a palm tree, and thy breasts to clusters of
grapes. (8) | said, | will go up to the palm tree, | will take hold of
the boughs thereof: now also thy breasts shall be as clusters of
the vine, and the smell of thy nose like apples; (9) And the roof of
thy mouth like the best wine for my beloved, that goeth down
sweetly, causing the lips of those that are asleep to speak.

We have in these verses the gracious LORD still taking delight
in the beauties and graces of his church. Under several very
interesting similitudes these things are said by him. And it is
impossible to take into consideration these united views of
JEsus’s love, and the church's undeserving, without being
struck with astonishment at the contemplation of the
unsearchable riches of his grace! The prophet Zephaniah hath
a beautiful passage much to the same amount, as is
expressed in one of these verses, of CHRIST'S resting in his
love, and in his delights, Zephaniah 3:17. If what naturalists
say of the palm-tree be correct, the figure Jesus useth of this
tree in making a comparative statement to the church, is
uncommonly beautiful and striking. And as the palm trees
were very common in Judea, there should seem to be no
doubt of the correctness of their account. It is said that the
palm tree differs from other trees in this striking particularity;
that it doth not live by its roots, but its head. Whether this be
so, or not, | cannot determine: but certain it is, the church of
CHRIST hath CHRIST for her head, as well as her root. In
fruitfulness the church resembles the palm-tree, and in
height, and verdure, for it is an ever-green. It is exceedingly
prolific, and so is the church. And what so lofty, so exalted,
as the church of CHRIST. Most elegantly, as well as true, doth
the Psalmist speak of GopD’s people in allusion to this tree,
when it is said by him, 7hat the righteous shall flourish like
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the palm tree, he shall grow, like the cedar in Lebanon. Psalm
92:12. And sure | am that if it be true, as it is said, the palm
tree flourisheth the more it is trodden under; nothing can be
more descriptive of CHRIST'S church, for in all ages the more it
hath been persecuted, the more glorious it hath risen. And
hence, those now in glory; who have come out of great
tribulation, are clothed with white robes, and have palms in
their hands: Revelation 7:9. I must not wholly overlook what
the Redeemer hath said in these verses, of the blessed effects
which he himself here setteth forth, of his granting the church
his presence. He goeth with her by his grace he taketh hold of
her, and thereby causeth all his gifts and mercies to be
received by her, that, like the best wine, it is swallowed with
delight; so that it hath an infinite and divine effect; causing
even the sleeping soul and the sinner, dead in trespasses and
sins, to speak. Oh! how blessed is it to the church, and to
every believer of the church, to know and enjoy CHrIST. Well
might the church cry out, 7hy love is better than wine. Song
Of Solomon 1:2.

SONG OF SOLOMON 7:10
I am my beloved’s, and his desire /s toward me.

Here we have, once again, the church rejoicing; in the
consciousness that she is the property of Jesus. And here she
adds a delightful consideration to that consciousness, that the
desire of her LorD is toward her. And indeed, of all subjects in
redemption, this, which is one of the highest, is the plainest,
and most evident. Had not CHRIST desired the church, never
would he have given himself for her; had be not desired her,
never would he have bought her with so vast a price; neither
would he have endured the cross, and despised the shame,
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but for his everlasting glory, and a zeal to his FATHER'S honor
in her salvation. And, indeed, in the gift of the FATHER of the
church to CHRIST, we are told that JEHOVAH granted him Ais
heart’s desire, and would not withhold the request of his /ips.
Psalm 21:2. Reader! how blessed is it to see this, and to trace
it in the history of the church at large! And oh how blessed,
when you and | can trace the same in the history of our own
souls!

SONG OF SOLOMON 7:11-12

Come, my beloved, let us go forth into the field; let us
lodge in the villages. (12) Let us get up early to the
vineyards; let us see if the vine flourish, whether the
tender grape appear, and the pomegranates bud forth:
there will I give thee my loves.

The church is following up the sweet truth she had delivered
in the foregoing verse, with putting forth in these an invitation
to CHRIST. JEsus had before invited her to arise, and go with
him. Song Of Solomon 2:10, &c. And the church now in return
invites her LORD. By the fie/d, some have supposed is meant
the scriptures, concerning which, if so, the sense of the
church’s invitation of CHRIST to go forth in the study of the
word with her, is, that without his gracious instruction by his
HoLy SpiriT, she could not read them profitably. By lodging in
the villages, hath been thought, is intended the inviting CHRIST
to the private communion and fellowship of saints. And by
getting up early to the vineyards, is meant the public
congregation of the faithful. And the motives, or intentions,
immediately expressed by the church, seem without difficulty
to give countenance to this interpretation of the passage. The
church saith, her wishes for CHRIST to accompany her into the
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fields, and to lodge in the villages, and get up early to the
vineyards, is, to see how the vine flourished, and whether the
tender grape did appear; meaning the state of Jesus’s family,
amidst the various ages, characters, and diversities the LORD
had appointed among them. And there, in the word, in sweet
private communion, and in public worship, will 1 hope (saith
the church,) to tell my Lorp how much and how greatly | love
him. Reader, let you and | copy after the church in this most
lovely employment. Wherever we are, however engaged in
the church or in the house, in the field or in the city, at home
or abroad, let us invite the LORD Jesus to be ever with us, Oh!
LorD, if thou wilt but condescend to make one in our midst,
surely I may then promise as the church did: 7here will I give
thee my loves.

SONG OF SOLOMON 7:13

The mandrakes give a smell, and at our gates are all
manner of pleasant fruits, new and old, which | have
laid up for thee, O my beloved.

The mandrakes we read of in the early ages of the church, it
should seem was an highly desired fruit. With the present of
some Leah purchased the company of her husband from
Rachel: see Genesis 30:14, 15. But of what property or quality
| stay not to enquire, but as the church here professeth to her
LORD, that they gave a smell, and that with these she had also
laid up for him all manner of pleasant fruits, we may gather
from the whole how ardently she longed for sweet
communion with Jesus, and what blessedness she was hoping
for, from his spiritual company. But what was, and is, and
ever must be, during a life of grace, most pleasant to the
LORD JEsus, are the fruits of his own most HoLy SpiriT. These
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are the mandrakes, the lovely flowers of Jesus, for they are
his by original gift, and by his purchased redemption. He hath
planted them by sovereign grace at our gates. Oh LorD! how
blessed is it to have them, even the fruits of faith and love,
with all the graces of thy HoLy Sp/iri7. Come then, LorD, |
would say for myself and Reader, let us go forth, blessed
Jesus;, and do thou lodge with us, and grant us to lodge with
thee. All, LorD, is thine, and of thine own do we give thee.

REFLECTIONS

BLESSED and all-lovely LorD Jesus! is it possible that thy
church can be so fair in thine eyes, as that her very feet are
beautiful to her LOrD? Surely, LORD, it is thou that must have
made her so; for when thou camest from heaven to seek and
save thy people, thou didst find the whole nature of man sunk
and degraded by sin and uncleanness. But now thou hast
washed thy church in thy blood and adorned her with thy
spotless garment of righteousness, she is indeed the king's
daughter, all glorious within. And seeing then, that it is in
thee, and by thee, and from thee, that all the beauties and
loveliness of thy church are derived; methinks | would hold
thee in the galleries of thy grace, and plead and wrestle with
my GobD and Saviour, with an earnestness not to be resisted
by my LorD; but like the FATHER of the seed of Jacob, tell
thee, / will not /et thee go, except thou bless me.

And doth my LorD regard the supplication of his poor
petitioner? Doth Jesus indeed say to me, as to the church of
old, that he will go up to the palm-tree, and that he will take
hold of the boughs thereof? Doth Jesus say, that he will give
me the best wine, that shall go down sweetly, causing the lips
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of those that are asleep to speak. Oh! thou, gracious
condescending LorD! if thou will thus pour out of the sweet
influences of thy SpiriT, thy love will be better to me than
wine, for by it my poor dead soul, under all her dying
circumstances, will revive; and | shall go forth and speak of
thy love, thy truth and righteousness. While Jesus is with me
and blessing me, | shall feel such an enlargement of heart,
that my mouth will spread abroad thy name, and make
mention of thy righteousness, even thine only. And surely,
LorD, | may hope this, | may look for these sweet visits of thy
love, for thou hast taken me into the nearest covenant-
connections with thee, for I am thine, and thy desire is
towards me. Yes! Precious, precious LORD! thy desire hath
been towards thy people from everlasting. And what it was
from everlasting so must it be 7o everlasting. Thou hast all
along desired the salvation of all the FATHER hath given thee.
Thou hast waited to be gracious. Thou hast longed for the
hour of redemption appointed for every individual soul for
whom thou hast died. Thou art now continually desiring to
manifest thyself to them. And, LorD, | am fully persuaded that
the desire of thy soul will not be fully satisfied, until thou hast
brought all, and every one of them unto thyself in glory. Oh!
the unspeakable felicity of that day, when thou shalt have
brought home thy whole church, that where thou art, there
they shall be also.

Come, LorD, then | beseech thee, for thou art my beloved,
come with me into the fields of thy holy word, and let us
lodge together in the villages of the saints, and get up to the
vineyards of thy churches; for the vineyard of the LorD of
hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah is thy
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pleasant plant. All must flourish in thee, O LorD, which are
branches in thee; both grapes and pomegranates, young
believers and old saints, will put forth their graces, when
excited by thy quickening and reviving influence. There, LORD,
doth my soul desire to tell thee how exceedingly | love thee,
and how ardently | long after thee. O! that the mandrakes
may be perfumed with the fragrancy of thy incense, and all
the fruits of the SPIRIT may be in such lively exercise in my
soul, that I may show forth thy praises, and manifest thy
glory to all around.

CHAPTER 8
CONTENTS

This beautiful Song is now drawing to a close, and the Church
repeats her earnest desires for increasing knowledge of, and
communion with her LorD. In the body of this Chapter, it is
hard to distinguish between the expressions of CHrIST and
those of his Church, in which are contained the vehement
pantings for fellowship. Towards the close, the Church puts
up a request for the speedy call of the Gentiles, and finisheth
the whole in earnest prayer for her Beloved to hasten his
coming, and sum up his whole purposes of redemption in

glory.

SONG OF SoLomoON 8:1

O that thou wert as my brother, that sucked the breasts of my
mother! when | should find thee without, | would kiss thee; yea, |
should not be despised.
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The Church in this verse is still prosecuting the same pleasing
subject, that she dwelt on in the former chapter; but, willing
to enjoy CHRIST in every relationship, wherein he hath
condescended to put himself, she here reminds him that he is
her brother, as well as her husband. Reader! it is blessed to
know and enjoy Jesus, in all his names, offices, characters,
and relations; for he fills all. And as we are told that he is not
ashamed to call his people brethren; surely everyone should
delight to make use of the relationship, and call him brother.
CHRIST is the brother of his Church, from taking our nature
upon him, in being the seed of the woman after the flesh; for
it behoved him in all things to be made like unto his brethren.
Genesis 3:15. Hebrews 11:12. Matthew 12:50. Perhaps by the
wish which the Church expresseth in this verse, is meant to
convey the longing of Old Testament saints for the
incarnation of the LorD Jesus. O that thou wert as my brother;
that is, OA! that the salvation were given unto Israel out of
Zion! And as CHRIST and his Church are one, so one mother,
even Jerusalem is, as the Apostle saith, the mother of us all.
Galatians 4:26. By sucking the breasts, very plainly means the
enjoyment of the same ordinances. Hence Jesus, when on
earth, graced the synagogue with his divine presence. Luke
4:16, &c. The kisses, mean the exercises of faith, love,
repentance, and all those graces which Jesus, by his HoLy
SpirIT, plants in the souls of his people, and which, by his
influences, he again brings forth into action, upon his person,
blood, and righteousness. Hence, therefore, saith the Church,
when | humbly offer these things unto my brother, my LorD, |
shall not be despised. No! Jesus despiseth not the day of
small things. Zechariah 4:10. He doth not break the bruised
reed, nor quench the smoking flax. Matthew 12:20.

130



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

SONG OF SOLOMON 8:2

I would lead thee, and bring thee into my mother’'s house, who
would instruct me: | would cause thee to drink of spiced wine of
the juice of my pomegranate.

And then, saith the Church, (still following up the same
subject of her address to her brother and her Lorp,) | would
assume the freedom wherewith the LorD makes his people
free, and lead thee into my mother's house, and cause thee
to drink of my poor offering. Reader, here is a beautiful verse,
well worthy the closest attention. We meet in scripture with
numberless passages of the LorD’s leading his people, and
very earnest prayers that he would fulfill his promises in doing
so; but here it is the Church leading her LORD. See
Deuteronomy 32:12. Psalm 32:8. Psalm 43:3. But | humbly
conceive that this scripture is designed to teach a believer in
Jesus, what powerful effects are in faith, when the LoORD gives
out large supplies of this blessed principle. Remember the
state the Church was now in. She was looking to Jesus as a
brother. And what may we not hope to do with a brother such
as Jesus; one purposely born for adversity, and that loveth at
all times, and sticketh closer than a brother? Proverbs 17:17.
And, Reader, do not forget also what Jesus himself hath said;
If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask
what ye will and it shall be done unto you. John 15:17. Oh!
the condescension of our adorable Lorp! Then, blessed LORD,
may a believer hope, that thus living in thee, and thou in him,
a poor sinner may lead Jesus into his closet, into his
retirement, and there pour out his soul before him, an
offering more precious to Jesus than all the spiced wine of the
juice of the pomegranate.
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SONG OF SoLOMON 8:3-4

His left hand should be under my head, and his right hand should
embrace me. (4) | charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, that ye
stir not up, nor awake my love, until he please.

These have been already noticed, therefore | refer to them.
Chap. 2:6, 7. Chap. 3:5.

SONG OF SOLOMON 8:5

Who /s this that cometh up from the wilderness, leaning upon her
beloved? | raised thee up under the apple tree: there thy mother
brought thee forth: there she brought thee forth that bare thee.

The former part of this verse also hath been noticed; Chap.
3:6. But there is an addition here, of a most interesting
nature, which saith, that while the Church is coming up out of
the wilderness, she is /leaning upon her beloved; meaning,
that believing souls lay their whole stress of salvation upon
JEsus. They have not an atom of their own, but hang upon
him, cleave to him, rest upon him. And this is in perfect
agreement to the whole doctrine of faith. See those
scriptures; lIsaiah 22:24. Proverbs 3:5. Psalm 71:15, 16.
Philippians 3:8, 9. It should seem that CHRIST is the speaker of
that after part of this verse, / raised thee up under the apple
tree, and intimating the power of his blessed SPIRIT, in the
conversion and new birth of the souls of his redeemed. But
the words may be read as the words of the Church. For when
by faith Jesus is raised up to a believer's view, and in the
Church the soul of the redeemed beholds CHRIST in his
incarnation, sufferings, and death: there is no impropriety of
speech, as the language of faith, thus to speak of the
Redeemer. John 3:14, 15.

SoNG OF SOLOMON 8:6
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Set me as a seal upon thine heart, as a seal upon thine arm: for
love /s strong as death; jealousy /s cruel as the grave: the coals
thereof are coals of fire, which hath a most vehement flame.

In whatever sense we accept the words of this most precious
verse, the meditation on them cannot but be sweet, if Gob
the HoLy GHosT, who is the author of them, should open them
and bring them home to the soul. For then we may say with
the prophet, Thy words were found, and 1 did eat them, and
thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of my heart.
Jeremiah 15:16. Reader! let us first accept them as the words
of the Church, which should seem to be the most probable of
the two. Now when a soul, like the Church, desires to be set
as a seal upon CHRIST'S heart, what a delightful thought is it of
being so near to Jesus; always, not only in his sight, and, as
the High Priest, bearing the names of Israel on his breast-
plate, she might be in a constant memorial before him; but
still nearer than this, even in his heart, and upon his arm; to
live always with him, and upon him, and never, never to be a
moment separated from him. What an ardency of faith is this?
And the reason she assigns is as beautiful as interesting. Her
love is strong as death; yea, stronger; for death Kkills all,
destroys all connections, all relations, all ties; but death
cannot separate the Church from Jesus. Romans 8:38, 39.
And her jealousy lest she should lose her LorD, like the grave,
which for cruelty would destroy anything, and everything that
arose in the way to oppose it; for the coals in her soul of love
was burning with a flame that would consume all that came in
its way. Reader! where shall we look, in the present day, for
faith and love so ardent and so lively! And if we accept the
passage in this verse as the words of Jesus, we are only lost
in greater amazement still at the love of CHRIST, which

133



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

passeth knowledge! Set me, saith CHRIST, as a seal upon thine
heart. Jesus desires the first place in the affections of his
people. Indeed, unless this be given him we give him nothing.
It is with all the heart, and all the soul, if we love him at all,
that that love is to be manifested. And if CHRIST be formed in
our heart, the hope of glory, there will be all the suitable
correspondence. Hence the apostle Barnabas exhorted the
believers at Antioch, that with full purpose of heart they
would cleave unto the LorD. Acts 11:23. And what that is, will
not be far to gather. In the soul which is cleaving unto the
LorD, and setting Jesus as the seal there, CHRIST will be
uppermost in the affection. The soul will undertake nothing
but in his strength, and design nothing but for his glory. And
the most blessed testimonies, that the soul is really thus
setting Jesus for a seal, will be found in the life and
conversation, by the affections being weaned from all things
here below, and a growing connection forming more and
more, with those that are above. Reader! is it so with you?
Precious Jesus! thy love hath been strong as death indeed, for
the accomplishment of these purposes. And oh! that thy
jealousy, for the suitable return of the affections of thy
people, may provoke all the souls of thy redeemed to a holy
jealousy for thine honour, that we may love thee, who hath
so earnestly first loved us!

SonG OF SoLomon 8:7

Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the
floods drown it: if @a man would give all the substance
of his house for love, it would utterly be contemned.

Here is the same obscurity in this verse, as in the former,
whether the words are principally applicable to CHRIST or to
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his Church. If we consider the Church as thus expressing her
affection, every believer ought to be enabled to adopt the
sentiment contained in them. For as some blessed martyrs in
times past have waded not only through waters and floods
under the persecutions of the ungodly, but through blood, to
testify their love to Jesus, so ought believers in every age.
Neither the malice of enemies, nor the slights of friends, the
unkindness of relations, and the sneers of the world; the
infidelity of men, nor the rage of devils; since none of these
can separate from the love of CHRIST; surely none of them
ought to have influence to lessen in our hearts that love. But
as it is not to be bought with money, so ought every child of
GobD to prize it above all things. They should despise
everything the world holds dear, in order to keep alive the
immortal spark, not to be extinguished by the floods or waters
of immortal hatred. But if we read the verse with an eye to
CHRIST, the subject contained in it riseth in glory. Such indeed
was the love of CHRIST to his Church, that neither the view of
his FATHER'S burning anger against sin, nor all the sufferings
he had to sustain in his own sacred person, when doing away
the evil of sin by the sacrifice of himself, could for one
moment make his holy soul remit his love to his redeemed.
Yea, if possible, more deeply wounding still to his tender
heart, not all the baseness and ingratitude of his redeemed,
could extinguish the holy flame of his love. Reader! pause
over this subject, and contemplate well the wondrous
contents of it, and then say, Is not the love of CHRIST in the
heights and depths, in the breadths and lengths of it, a love
of Gob, which passeth knowledge?

SoNG OF SoLomoN 8:8-10
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We have a little sister, and she hath no breasts: what
shall we do for our sister in the day when she shall be
spoken for? (9) If she be a wall, we will build upon her
a palace of silver: and if she be a door, we will inclose
her with boards of cedar. (10) I am a wall, and my
breasts like towers: then was | in his eyes as one that
found favour.

It should seem that these verses are the wishes of the Jewish
Church for the call of the Gentile. For the term sister implies
as much. And as Gob the FATHER gave his dear Son, for a light
to lighten the Gentiles, as well as to be the glory of his people
Israel; so the faithful who saw as much of the mind of
JEHOVAH in this particular, as to enter into the apprehension of
the subject, might be supposed under the HoLy GHOST, to be
praying for its accomplishment. Isaiah 49:6. 60:1-3, &c.

SONG OF SoLomON 8:11-12

Solomon had a vineyard at Baalhamon; he let out the
vineyard unto keepers; every one for the fruit thereof
was to bring a thousand pieces of silver. (12) My
vineyard, which /s mine, /s before me: thou, O
Solomon, must have a thousand, and those that keep
the fruit thereof two hundred.

The best comment perhaps on this verse is what the LORD
Jesus himself hath given, Matthew 21:83, &c. That the Church
is CHRIST's vineyard, that he hath servants in all ages
ministering, and working in its Patriarchs, Prophets, Apostles,
and Pastors; that his is the revenue, and to him will be all the
fruit of it; and that finally, he who hath now his eye
constantly upon it, will come to make a reckoning: all these
momentous concerns are read to us in every part of scripture.
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SONG OF SOLOMON 8:13
Thou that dwellest in the gardens, the companions hearken to thy
voice: cause me to hear /t.

These are the words of CHRIST to his Church, in which he calls
her the inhabitress of the gardens, his Churches; and it is a
love-call of the LoRD, that as she is heard by her companions,
and is frequently speaking of him, and concerning him, he
desires that she will speak to him also. Reader! it is blessed to
speak of CHRIST, but infinitely more so to speak fo CHRIST.
Communion with the saints is like heaven below; but com-
munion with the LorD of the saints is like heaven above!
Reader! do not overlook the tenderness of Jesus in thus
seeking fellowship with his people.

SONG OF SoLOMON 8:14
Make haste, my beloved, and be thou like to a roe or to a young
hart upon the mountains of spices.

With these words the song is closed. Jesus finisheth his divine
part, in the verse before, and here the Church echoes to her
LORD in this affectionate answer. We had a similar request,
chap. 2:17; and the repetition here only serves to show, with
what ardency so blessed an event was desired. Such was the
longing of Old Testament saints for the LORD’s first coming, in
substance of our flesh; and such should be the earnest desire
of New Testament believers, that Jesus would hasten his
second coming! And, Reader, if your views and mine of the
LorRD JESus, in his glorious person, and in the infinite
importance of his salvation, correspond to these sentiments of
the Church, in all ages, then shall we find our souls going
forth, in the same earnest cry of faith; Make haste my
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beloved, and be thou like to a roe, or to a young hart upon
the mountains of spices.

REFLECTIONS

READER! here let us take to ourselves the sweet instruction
the Church teacheth, in the opening of this Chapter, and while
she is so passionately looking to her LorRD, as her Brother, and
desiring to kiss him without being ashamed or despised; let
you and | delight to call him our Brother also, and to be
convinced, that as a Brother, he feels interested in all that
concerns our salvation. And oh! for grace and faith in such full
actings upon his glorious Person, that we may constrain him
to come with us to the Church our Mother, and there cause
him to drink of our spiced wine, even the blessed fruits and
effects of his own grace in our hearts. Surely Jesus will
embrace us, and take us into his arms; neither shall any
disturb the hallowed season of enjoyment with him, while he
is pleased to impart the manifestations of his love. And,
Reader, shall we not be among the happy number, that are
coming up from the wilderness, leaning upon our Beloved,
hanging upon him, and feasting our souls with beholding his
beauty, and living upon his fulness? Yea, surely Jesus will
raise us up from under the apple tree of this world's good,;
will bring us out of all the deadness of nature, and the dead
frames of the heart, and bring us into his Church, the Church
of the living Gop.

Blessed LorD Jesus! dost thou really desire that such poor
creatures as we are, should set thee as a seal upon our
hearts, and upon our arm? And is thy love so ardent, and yet
so condescending, that thou declarest it to be strong as
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death, and as jealous as the grave, and doth it burn towards
us, as coals of fire? Oh LorD! for grace, ever to keep this de-
sire of thine in remembrance, and to carry it about with us,
whithersoever we go; delighting our souls with the very
thought that our poor sealing to the love of Jesus is had in
remembrance, and valued by our LorD. And do thou, oh thou
most gracious and compassionate Redeemer, do thou set thy
people as a signet on thy right hand, and wear our names,
worthless as they are in themselves, but highly honourable as
noticed and owned by thee, wear them in thine heart, and
bear them in, as the High Priest of thy people, before the
throne, that as thine, we may be sealed in the presence of
our Gob, unto the day of redemption. Oh! for a heart to have
thee, and to live to thee, and to praise thee, that nothing
could damp or abate thy love to thy people. Neither the
agonies in the garden, nor the cross, neither the justice of
divine wrath against sin, nor the powers of hell, no, nor the
forsaking of thy disciples at thy death, nor the continued
slights of all thy disciples through the whole of thy life, even
until now, hath abated, or can abate thy love for one moment
from thy redeemed; but, as thou hast from the beginning
loved thy people, that are in the world, thou lovest them unto
the end. Oh, that the LorD would add one mercy more to this
unmerited mercy, and as no waters nor floods can quench thy
love, so the LorD would not suffer any, or all, the torrents of
sin and death to quench ours. LoRrRD, we pray thee to keep our
poor souls /n the love of Gop, and in the patient waiting for
JESUS CHRIST.

Hail! holy LorD! FATHER, SoN, and eternal SpiRIT! we bend
before thy throne with thanksgivings and praise for all the
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wonders of redemption by Jesus CHRisT! Hasten, almighty
Gop, the call of thy people. Let the /itle sister of CHRIST'S
Church, even the Gentile Church, be filled with the breasts of
consolation, and may our elder Brother, the Jewish Church,
be called home by grace. Oh! for that glorious hour, when the
fulness of the Gentiles shall be completed, and all Israel shall
be saved. When the Deliverer shall arise out of Zion, to turn
away ungodiiness from Jacob! In the blessed hope of this
assurance may thy people live from day to day, and may the
cry of faith be continually going up for the accomplishment of
it, from all the redeemed of the LorD. And while JEsus is
calling upon his Church to hear his voice, and saying, Surely /
come quickly, oh! may every faithful heart make sweet
responses to their LorD, and send up the earnest prayer, £ven
so! come, LORD JESUS. Amen.
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THE PROPHET

[SAIAH

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

WE here enter on a part of the Word of Gob, very different in
manner, from all that we have before gone over, through the
sacred writings; though directed, in common with all the rest,
to one and the same object; namely, fo make the Church of
GoD wise unto salvation, through the faith that /s in CHRIST
JESUS.

The scripture prophecies form a most important part in the
oracles of divine truth. Prophecy, we are told, came not in old
time by the will of man, but holy men of GoD spake as they
were moved by the HoLy GHoST. And we may very safely
conclude, that as they spake so they wrote. For he who gave
a door of utterance to his servants, gave also the pen of a
ready writer; that by both, they might minister in his church,
and carry with them the witness of the SpirIT, whose they
were, and to whom they belonged in the service of the
sanctuary.

In the Old Testament Dispensation, we find the spirit of
prophecy, manifesting the divine will from the earliest period.
In that memorable, and never to be forgotten promise, which
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folds in its bosom the whole of redemption, and which opened
immediately on the fall, the first dawn of prophecy appeared.
For when it was said, that the seed of the women should
bruise the serpent's head; and this promise delivered by the
LorD himself; every succeeding revelation tended to unfold,
illustrate, and confirm this leading truth. And as the SPIRIT of
CHRIST (which an apostle, in after ages, commissioned by the
same almighty SpiriT, tells us,) was in the holy men of old,
directing their minds into all truth; so the great scope and
tendency of all the prophecies they delivered was uniformly
pointing to those two great branches of all revelation, namely,
the sufferings of CHRIST, and the glory that should follow. So
that through all the Bible; this was the burden of prophecy.
Everything delivered in a spirit of prophecy, pointed to JEsus.
He, and he alone, was the horn of salvation, raised up by
JEHOVAH /n the house of his servant David. And of him, and to
him, all referred, which Gob spoke by the mouth of all his holy
prophets which have been since the world began.

Concerning the prophet /saiah from whose inspired pen we
derive the blessed prophecy now before us; the preface at the
opening of the first chapter, give us all the information, that
we are interested to know, in respect to him. His name is
somewhat remarkable: /saiah which signifies, the salvation of
the LorD. And it becomes the more so, from the peculiar
scope and tendency of his writings, being so much in the
strain of the gospel, in reference to salvation. Hence some
have not scrupled to call him the Evangelical Prophet; and his
book of prophecy, a fifth gospel. | stay not to inquire as to
the exact period of his ministry, having already done this in a
general way, at the beginning of my Commentary, under the
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title of 7he Order of the Books of Scripture. To this therefore |
refer; only just, observing, in addition to what is there set
down, that it formed an interesting era in the church, being
designed to prepare the minds of the people, for the
approaching captivity of the church in Babylon, which took
place somewhat about 200 years after.

I take occasion once more to beg the Reader, as | have
uniformly done, on the entrance upon every book of the
sacred Scripture; that he will in spirit, and in heart, join with
my poor prayers at a mercy-seat, that both writer and Reader
may be under His blessed teaching, who taught the prophet;
that while we receive these divine oracles, as the word of
Gob, and consider that the testimony of JEsus /s the spirit of
prophecy, we may all along keep in view Him, to whom give
all the prophets witness, and never lose sight of the one
grand object and design of all their, and every other servant
of the LorD’'s commission; that through his name whosoever
believeth in him shall receive remission of sins. Amen.

CHAPTER 1

CONTENTS

The Prophet opens his vision with complaints. Both Judah
and Jerusalem are reproved for their sins, and affectionately
entreated to return to the LORD.

IsalAH 1:1

The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning
Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and
Hezekiah, kings of Judah.
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We have in this first verse, both the subject and the time in
which it was delivered; together with the name and family of
the writer. All which were proper for an introduction; by way
of authority, for the cordial reception of what was written, by
the church. But what | beg the reader yet more particularly to
remark, is the title of this book. It is called a vision, intimating
the special revelation by which the prophet was favoured and
commissioned for the delivery of it. And, by consequence,
how highly it ought to be regarded. The apostle Paul, in after
ages, considered what he said upon divine things as of this
kind, when passing by all self importance, he cried out, / will
come to visions and revelations of the LorD, 2 Corinthians
12:1. Judah and Jerusalem, are the people concerned in this
vision; that is the church of Gop. And consequently in the
present day of the gospel, both Jew and Gentile, brought as
they now are into one fold, have an interest in all that is
preached by the prophet in this vision, Galatians 3:28, 29. |
only detain the Reader with one observation more, on this
introductory verse of the prophet, just to remark, that Isaiah
must have ministered in the church, not less than 7ty years;,
as the Reader will himself find, if he calculates the different
periods, from the reign of Uziah to Hezekiah. And under what
discouragement this highly favoured servant of the LoRD
ministered, may in some measure be conceived, from the
account we have of the idolatrous practices, at that time more
or less prevailing, of both kings and people, 2 Kings 16:3, 4.

IsAalAH 1:2-3

Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the LORD hath
spoken, | have nourished and brought up children, and they have
rebelled against me. (3) The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass
his master’s crib: but Israel doth not know, my people doth not
consider.
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The prophet hath followed Moses, the man of Gob, in his
sermon, in calling upon the several parts of the inanimate
creation to listen to his discourse, Deuteronomy 32:1. There is
a vast beauty, as well as force in this manner of preaching. If
men will not hear, the heavens will: yea, the very stones of
the earth might well cry out in astonishment at man's
obduracy. Even the poor beasts of labour, the ox, and the
ass, which is dull to a proverb, are possessed of some kind of
knowledge, to discern the hand that feeds and corrects them;
but Israel, whom Gobp had distinguished beyond all people,
were senseless both of his mercies, and of his judgments!
How tenderly elsewhere the LoRD speaks of this! Hosea 11:1
to 9.

IsAalAH 1:4-9

Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evildoers,
children that are corrupters: they have forsaken the LORD, they
have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are gone
away backward. (5) Why should ye be stricken any more? ye will
revolt more and more: the whole head is sick, and the whole heart
faint. (6) From the sole of the foot even unto the head there /s no
soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores:
they have not been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified
with ointment. (7) Your country /s desolate, your cities are burned
with fire: your land, strangers devour it in your presence, and 7/t /s
desolate, as overthrown by strangers. (8) And the daughter of
Zion is left as a cottage in a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of
cucumbers, as a besieged city. (9) Except the LORD of hosts had
left unto us a very small remnant, we should have been as
Sodom, and we should have been like unto Gomorrah.

How affecting are these verses! It is as if Gobp paused over
the state of his church. Their sin, like an epidemic disease,
was universal. It did not break out in one or two instances of
transgression; but the whole body became virtually all sin.
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They are laden with it.—And where should they be unladen,
but upon CHRIST, the almighty burden bearer?—Reader! do
not fail to remark, in the very opening of the prophecy, how
in the view of universal corruption, the HoLy GHOST is
preaching CHRIST? And, Reader, do not fail to connect with
this view also, another sweet gospel truth; namely, how the
LORD, in such deplorable times, had preserved to himself a
remnant according to the election of grace. Sodom's history
was well known, and Abraham's intercession on that occasion
could not have been forgotten. When therefore we hear it
said, Except the LOrRD had left a very small remnant, how
blessed is it to trace the LorD’s hand, and to give to the LORD
all the glory! Genesis 18:20-33. Romans 9:29. Then read
Romans 11:5, and bless Gobp for distinguishing mercy!
Precious Jesus! to whom but to thee shall the glorious cause
be ascribed! Oh how blessed to mark the little flock of thy
kingdom, Luke 12:32.

IsaiAH 1:10-20

Hear the word of the LORD, ye rulers of Sodom; give ear unto the
law of our God, ye people of Gomorrah. (11) To what purpose /s
the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? saith the LORD: I am full
of the burnt offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts; and I
delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats.
(12) When ye come to appear before me, who hath required this
at your hand, to tread my courts? (13) Bring no more vain
oblations; incense is an abomination unto me; the new moons and
sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, | cannot away with; /it /s
iniquity, even the solemn meeting. (14) Your new moons and your
appointed feasts my soul hateth: they are a trouble unto me; I am
weary to bear them. (15) And when ye spread forth your hands, |
will hide mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, |
will not hear: your hands are full of blood. (16) Wash you, make
you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine
eyes; cease to do evil; (17) Learn to do well; seek judgment,
relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow.
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(18) Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD:
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;
though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. (19) If ye
be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: (20) But
if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for
the mouth of the LORD hath spoken /.

I make no break in this address of the prophet. The whole
forms but one sermon, and a most striking one it is. | beg the
reader to remark with me the very pointed terms made use of
by the man of Gob. He calls them by the name of the men of
Sodom and Gomorrah. Perhaps to intimate, that their place
and people merited equal judgment. And had the LorD done
so, there would have been no injustice on the part of Gob.
Reader! let us pause over this thought, and not too hastily
dismiss the solemn consideration from both our minds. As a
nation, how awful do we stand, in the crying and abounding
sins of our guilty land! And are we not visited as they? To
what shall we ascribe it? Oh! the unknown treasures of grace
in covenant love! Precious, precious Jesus! who shall calculate
the infinite value of thine atoning blood; which speaks more
for thy people, than all their sins against them? Reader, mark
what is said in those verses concerning the inefficacy of
sacrifices! And do not fail to connect with it, how and in what
terms they are spoken of. The LorD calls them your sacrifices.
Yes, JEHOVAH hath an eye only to one sacrifice, and that one
of his own appointing. Reader! it is the sweetest and most
precious of all thoughts; that while you and | are looking up
to GobD in CHRIST for acceptance, by virtue of that one offering
of the body of Jesus CHRIST once for all, whereby he hath
perfected for ever them that are sanctified; we are looking up
by the express appointment and authority of Gob our FATHER,
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in his own way, for salvation. See those Scriptures, Hebrews
5:1-6. 10:1-14.

IsalAH 1:21-23

How is the faithful city become an harlot! it was full of judgment;
righteousness lodged in it; but now murderers. (22) Thy silver is
become dross, thy wine mixed with water: (23) Thy princes are
rebellious, and companions of thieves: every one loveth gifts, and
followeth after rewards: they judge not the fatherless, neither
doth the cause of the widow come unto them.

Under these figures of speech, are represented the sad fall of
our nature. It forms in language a beautiful, though in reality,
an awful account. But, Reader, painful as it is to know, yet it
is profitable, in order to lead the heart to Jesus. This is among
the methods which the HoLy GHoST is pleased to adopt, in
bringing the soul to Gobp in CHRIST. He first convinces of sin,
and then of righteousness. | think that those parts of
scripture are eminently blessed, which bring with them proofs
of his divine teaching; and that, it is one and the same in both
Testaments of Gop’s word. John 16:7-11.

IsalaH 1:24-31

Therefore saith the Lord, the LORD of hosts, the mighty One of
Israel, Ah, | will ease me of mine adversaries, and avenge me of
mine enemies: (25) And | will turn my hand upon thee, and purely
purge away thy dross, and take away all thy tin: (26) And | will
restore thy judges as at the first, and thy counsellors as at the
beginning: afterward thou shalt be called, The city of
righteousness, the faithful city. (27) Zion shall be redeemed with
judgment, and her converts with righteousness. (28) And the
destruction of the transgressors and of the sinners shall be
together, and they that forsake the LORD shall be consumed. (29)
For they shall be ashamed of the oaks which ye have desired, and
ye shall be confounded for the gardens that ye have chosen. (30)
For ye shall be as an oak whose leaf fadeth, and as a garden that
hath no water. (31) And the strong shall be as tow, and the maker
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of it as a spark, and they shall both burn together, and none shall
guench them.

How very blessed is it to behold divine grace triumphing over
human transgression: and the LorD who alone can reform,
graciously exercising his love in a way of reformation over his
people. And, Reader, do observe that when the LORD comes
forth to correct his people, it is at the same time to take
vengeance of their enemies. When the LORD JESUs speaks of
the year of his redeemed being come, he connects with /t the
day also of vengeance in his heart, 1saiah 63:4. Reader! may
it be your happiness and mine to know the LORD JESUS in his
grace; and we shall know him also in the destruction of our
enemies. May Jesus root out those inbred, indwelling sins of
our nature, the greatest and most dangerous foes we have to
contend with; that in the cleansing of his church and people,
we may know ourselves included; when he will redeem Zion
with judgment, and her converts with righteousness.

REFLECTIONS

My soul, suffer not a portion of this blessed chapter to be
overlooked, nor fancy the prophet's commission in the
delivery of it to have ceased with the men of Judah and
Jerusalem; Alas! every age and every period of the church,
hath carried with it the same marks, more or less, of
corruption, and to everyone, the expostulation of a gracious
Gob is but too applicable: / have nourished and brought up
children, and they have rebelled against me!

Blessed SrIrIT of truth! Do thou, LorD, in grace, and love, and
compassion, exercise thy kind office, with my poor soul, as



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

the glorifier of CHRIST Jesus! By thy word, and by thy grace in
my heart, give me to see, and feel, and know, that, like
Israel, the whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint. Let
me never seek justification by the deeds of the law, or
presume to think myself clean in thy sight! Plead, LoRD, in my
heart the injured cause of my Gob, and of his CHRIST; and by
such saving discoveries as thou art making to thy church, by
thy blessed word, both of human corruption, and the
necessity of divine cleansing; make me to know that in Jesus,
and his great salvation alone, it can be accomplished; that my
sins, which are as scarlet, shall be white as snow, and though
red as crimson, shall be as the wool.

And oh! the praises due to a covenant GobD in CHRIST, FATHER,
SoN, and HoLy GHosrT, for the rich discovery! Blessed, forever
blessed be JEHOvAH, in having brought sinners acquainted with
the cause of our ruin, and the only source of our relief in
JEsus. Lorb! help me to seize all the gracious improvements
thy mercy hath designed, from the rich salvation by JEsus.
And since by his precious blood and righteousness, thou halt
opened a way for purely purging away our dross, and taking
away all our sin; bring, LorD, the souls of thy redeemed,
through this gracious process of thy mercy, and let thy people
be again called the city of righteousness, the faithful city!

CHAPTER 2

CONTENTS

We have in this chapter, strong, though distant views given
of the coming of CHRIST. In the prospect, the LORD /s set
forth as both glorious and solemn to the people.

10
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IsalAH 2:1
The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and
Jerusalem.

The man of Gob, takes a similar text to what he had used in
his former sermon, with only this difference, that what he had
termed a vis/ion in the last discourse, be calls the word in the
present; but the audience are the same, Judah and
Jerusalem, the church of Gob, is the congregation.

IsAIAH 2:2-4

And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the
LORD’S house shall be established in the top of the mountains,
and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto
it. (3) And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go
up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of
Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his
paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the
LORD from Jerusalem. (4) And he shall judge among the nations,
and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat their swords
into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall
not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any
more.

The prophet Micah had a similar commission in his day to
deliver, and he executed it almost in the same words: see
Micah 4:1-5. There are several very blessed promises
delivered by both the LorD’s servants, all which had a
gracious eye to the prosperity of Zion, in the latter day
dispensation; and in the person and salvation of the LORD
JEsus, hath been in part fulfilled, and is perhaps now, and will
be more and more fulfilling on the earth. 7he mountain of the
LORD’S house, means Zion; or perhaps more immediately
CHRIST himself, on whom Zion is founded. Jesus is the
foundation-stone JEHovAH hath laid in Zion, Isaiah 28:16,

11



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

compared with 1 Peter 2:6-8. This church of Jesus, and in
JESus, is fo be established;, meaning its durableness and
permanency. For the gates of hell shall never prevail against
/t, Matthew 16:18. Reader! do not forget, that every true
believer in Jesus, is this very day, in himself, a living
testimony to this blessed truth. So that what was predicted,
so many years before CHRIST came in substance of our flesh;
and what hath remained for near two thousand years since
CHRIsT finished the establishment of his church, and returned
to glory, becomes a precious evidence to comfort the people
of Gob now. But what | particularly beg the Reader to keep
an eye upon, and to rejoice in the confirmation of, is that part
of the promise, that af// nations shall flow unto it. Sweet
thought! Jesus /s the desire of all nations; because poor
awakened sinners in all nations, find their want of him. Hence
here is a promise, folded up in this blessed prophecy, that all
nations, the Gentile as well as the Jew, shall flow unto CHRIsT,
They shall come that are ready to perish, when the great
trumpet is blown. And their certainty of coming is secured; for
it was one of the covenant promises of Gob the FATHER to GoD
the SoN; Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power,
Psalm 110:3. But we must not stop here, in our view of these
delightful verses. The many that resolve to go up to the
house of the LorD, are said to unite others to come with
them. Yes! the soul truly awakened to the knowledge and
enjoyment of Jesus, will never love to eat his morsel alone. He
knows that there is enough in Jesus for all; and therefore he
longs for all to partake. He doth not say, Do you go, for I
have found him gracious; but, Let us go together. Reader, do
mark with me, the blessedness of a gospel walk, and life, and
conversation. Never did Zion languish more than now, for the

12
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want of these quickening of each other to her societies. Oh!
that there was more zeal for the interests of CHRIST'S church,
among CHRIST'S people. And, Reader, take one short
observation more, upon these verses, and observe with me,
with what confidence it is spoken, that the LorD will teach of
his ways, and give grace to walk in his paths. Surely by
attending upon ordinances, these things are found. The LORD
will be found of them that seek him, and by waiting upon the
LORD the people shall renew their strength, lsaiah 40:31.
Psalm 27:7. And let not the Reader think | trespass, if | add,
the blessings of the gospel church, will be, as here stated:
war and bloodshed would cease, if the spirit of the gospel
were truly followed. Alas! what cause of sorrow is it, that so
many nations and individuals, take the name of CHRIST, which
are foes to the spirit of CHRIST. Oh that they would lay it to
heart: /f any man have not the spirit of CHRIST, call himself
what he may, /e is none of his, Romans 8:9.

IsAlAH 2:5-9

O house of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in the light of the
LORD. (6) Therefore thou hast forsaken thy people the house of
Jacob, because they be replenished from the east, and are
soothsayers like the Philistines, and they please themselves in the
children of strangers. (7) Their land also is full of silver and gold,
neither /s there any end of their treasures; their land is also full of
horses, neither /s there any end of their chariots: (8) Their land
also is full of idols; they worship the work of their own hands, that
which their own fingers have made: (9) And the mean man
boweth down, and the great man humbleth himself: therefore
forgive them not.

Here the prophet takes occasion to call upon the Jewish
church, from the zeal of the Gentile: and since the heathen is
so forward to go up to the house of the LorD, how much

13
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more ought the LORD’s own people to be alive to this service?
Reader! it were devoutly to be prayed for, that both Jew and
Gentile were mutually striving for the faith of the gospel. But
alas! holy have both sinned, and come short of Gop’s glory! If
Gob’s ancient people, the Jews, have forsaken the LoRrRD, what
shall we say more in favor of the Gentile church? But the
pursuits of silver and gold, the /ust of the flesh, and the lust
of the eye, and the pride of life; these sweep away the time,
the heart, and affections, and leave men satisfied with the
form, while destitute of the power of godliness.

IsalAH 2:10-21

Enter into the rock, and hide thee in the dust, for fear of the
LORD, and for the glory of his majesty. (11) The lofty looks of
man shall be humbled, and the haughtiness of men shall be
bowed down, and the LORD alone shall be exalted in that day.
(12) For the day of the LORD of hosts shall be upon every one
that /s proud and lofty, and upon every one that is lifted up; and
he shall be brought low: (13) And upon all the cedars of Lebanon,
that are high and lifted up, and upon all the oaks of Bashan, (14)
And upon all the high mountains, and upon all the hills that are
lifted up, (15) And upon every high tower, and upon every fenced
wall, (16) And upon all the ships of Tarshish, and upon all
pleasant pictures. (17) And the loftiness of man shall be bowed
down, and the haughtiness of men shall be made low: and the
LORD alone shall be exalted in that day. (18) And the idols he
shall utterly abolish. (19) And they shall go into the holes of the
rocks, and into the caves of the earth, for fear of the LORD, and
for the glory of his majesty, when he ariseth to shake terribly the
earth. (20) In that day a man shall cast his idols of silver, and his
idols of gold, which they made each one for himself to worship, to
the moles and to the bats; (21) To go into the clefts of the rocks,
and into the tops of the ragged rocks, for fear of the LORD, and
for the glory of his majesty, when he ariseth to shake terribly the
earth.

14
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This Portion of the chapter opens in a very solemn manner.
Whether the prophet means the visitations of Gob in the day
of calamity of this world; or refers to the day of judgment for
another; in both cases it is solemn. See Revelation 6:12-17.
But is there not a spiritual sense of the passage, alluding to
the day, when Gobp by his HoLy SpiriT, awakens conviction in
the heart? Never surely doth the soul lie lower in the dust
before Gop, than when a sense of sin, and the fear of the
wrath to come, first breaks in from the SpIRIT'S awakening in
the soul. Then pleasant pictures and high mountains, both the
cedars of Lebanon, and the oaks of Basilan, are as nothing:
the sinner wants to flee if possible from himself; and nothing
can comfort the soul under the apprehension of GobD’s wrath
against sin, until CHRIST is revealed in all the suitableness of
the Saviour, and formed in the heart the hope of glory.

ISAIAH 2:22
Cease ye from man, whose breath /s in his nostrils: for wherein is
he to be accounted of?

What a beautiful and striking close is made in this verse to all
that went before. If man be nothing, yea worse than nothing,
so full of terror, and so exposed to fear, who would put any
confidence in him? His life is but a vapour: his breath is in his
nostrils. Cease, cease from him! Look unto Jesus.

REFLECTIONS

READER! look at the beauty and loveliness of the gospel
church! Behold how, ages before it was established, the
prophet set it forth. And see now how exactly the church of
JEsus comes up to his description. In its great and almighty
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Author and Founder, behold how it is, and hath been
established. And though in the present day, Zion seemeth,
and doth indeed languish: yet CHRIST hath never been, nor
ever will be, without a seed serving him, and a church where
his name is blessed.

Ought not we to go up to this mountain of the LORD’S house?
Should not everyone be truly anxious to say with the church
of old: Our feet shall stand in thy gate, O Jerusalem? Precious
LorD Jesus! Do thou incline our souls to seek thee, our hearts
to love thee, and our best affections to be fixed upon thee.
And will thou not, O LORD, teach us of thy ways, and cause us
to walk in thy paths? Reader! let us not close this sweet
chapter, before we have first learned from it, under divine
teaching, rightly to value man's nothingness, and the LORD’s
excellency. Precious Jesus! | would lie low in the dust before
thee: convinced that I am nothing, and that | can merit
nothing, mine eyes shall be up unto thee, LorD, for all | need,
and for all I can require, for grace in this life, and glory in that
which is to come. LorDp, | would cease from man: | would
cease from self: | would cease from everything in which might
be supposed confidence. | pray thee, dear LORD, to give me
confidence in thee. Oh for grace to sing that song, and feel its
saving power on my heart: 7he LORD /s my strength and my
song, and thou art become my salvation!

CHAPTER 3

CONTENTS

The subject appears to be continued through this chapfter,
which engaged the prophet's attention in the former. The
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people are reproved their transgressions, and the consequent
displeasure of the LORD spoken of.

IsaiaH 3:1

For, behold, the Lord, the LORD of hosts, doth take away from
Jerusalem and from Judah the stay and the staff, the whole stay
of bread, and the whole stay of water,

The prophet opens this chapter by pointing to the
consequence of sin. The bread and the water, the common
supplies of life, shall be taken from the people: and what
tends to aggravate this distress is that the hand of the LorD is
seen in it: and they shall know that it is the LORD’s
punishment. There is somewhat truly awful in this! Afflictions
of every kind to our poor fallen nature, come heavy; but if
they come with a special commission from the LorD, that the
LorD hath sent them; they have a tenfold bitterness in them.
I beg the Reader to mark with me, the special feeling, in this
verse. The first name of the LorD is in small letters, signifying
the Apown4r, one of the well-known names of CHRIST, in his
office-characters, as Mediator; the stay and support of his
redeemed. The second name of the LORD is in capital letters,
the well-known incommunicable name of JEHOvAH. Blessed
Jesus! how delightful is the consideration, under all the
transgressions of thy people, that the bread of life, and the
water of life are not taken away. Reader, | charge it upon
your heart and my own, ever to keep in remembrance, that
CHRIST, our FATHER’s first and best gift, is never taken away.
JEsus is given to the church, to have and to hold forever.
Thanks be unto Gop for his unspeakable gift.

IsAalAH 3:2-9
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The mighty man, and the man of war, the judge, and the prophet,
and the prudent, and the ancient, (3) The captain of fifty, and the
honourable man, and the counsellor, and the cunning artificer,
and the eloquent orator. (4) And I will give children fo be their
princes, and babes shall rule over them. (5) And the people shall
be oppressed, every one by another, and every one by his
neighbour: the child shall behave himself proudly against the
ancient, and the base against the honourable. (6) When a man
shall take hold of his brother of the house of his father, saying,
Thou hast clothing, be thou our ruler, and /et this ruin be under
thy hand: (7) In that day shall he swear, saying, | will not be an
healer; for in my house /s neither bread nor clothing: make me
not a ruler of the people. (8) For Jerusalem is ruined, and Judah is
fallen: because their tongue and their doings are against the
LORD, to provoke the eyes of his glory. (9) The shew of their
countenance doth witness against them; and they declare their sin
as Sodom, they hide /f not. Woe unto their soul! for they have
rewarded evil unto themselves.

The prophet plainly shows by these verses, that the sin is
universal. All ranks and all orders of the people are involved in
the same sin, and consequently the same punishment. It is a
melancholy state of the church, in all ages, when sin like a
disease, runs through all: and it may be said, Like priest like
people. In such a state, men will look to anything, yea to
nothing, for countenance; and having forsaken the Rock of
ages, would take confidence in the reeds of Egypt. Blessed
JEsus! give me to see, in the darkest hour, that thou alone
canst be a defense for thy people.

IsaiaH 3:10-11

Say ye to the righteous, that /it shall be well with him: for they
shall eat the fruit of their doings. (11) Woe unto the wicked! /t
shall be il with him: for the reward of his hands shall be given
him.

How sweet and precious doth the former of these verses
come in, after the preceding relation! And how bitter and
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alarming the latter! Reader, depend upon it, such will be the
striking distinction in that day which shall come, and which
shall burn as an oven, Malachi 4:1, 2. Both in public and
private visitations, the people of Gop are secure. It must be
well with the justified soul in CHRIST. So Paul hath said under
the HoLy GHosT, and so the LorD’s people know. Romans
8:33, 34. Malachi 3:17, 18.

IsalAH 3:12-15

As for my people, children are their oppressors, and women rule
over them. O my people, they which lead thee cause thee to err,
and destroy the way of thy paths. (13) The LORD standeth up to
plead, and standeth to judge the people. (14) The LORD will enter
into judgment with the ancients of his people, and the princes
thereof: for ye have eaten up the vineyard; the spoil of the poor /s
in your houses. (15) What mean ye that ye beat my people to
pieces, and grind the faces of the poor? saith the Lord GOD of
hosts.

Reader! do not fail to observe, both indeed in this place, and
through the word of Gop at large, that amidst all the
backslidings of Israel, the LorD still keeps up the
remembrance of their relationship. The name is not lost; As
for MY people, saith the Lorp. And how doth the LORD
expostulate with their enemies that cause them to stray:
what mean ye, that ye beat my people? Precious LORD JESUS!
and dost thou not plead with all our enemies in this way?
And wilt thou not punish and confound them for the
deliverance of thy people? That is a sweet scripture to this
amount. Proverbs 22:23.

IsAalAH 3:16-24

Moreover the LORD saith, Because the daughters of Zion are
haughty, and walk with stretched forth necks and wanton eyes,
walking and mincing as they go, and making a tinkling with their
feet: (17) Therefore the Lord will smite with a scab the crown of
the head of the daughters of Zion, and the LORD will discover
their secret parts. (18) In that day the Lord will take away the
bravery of their tinkling ornaments about their feet, and their
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cauls, and their round tires like the moon, (19) The chains, and
the bracelets, and the mufflers, (20) The bonnets, and the
ornaments of the legs, and the headbands, and the tablets, and
the earrings, (21) The rings, and nose jewels, (22) The
changeable suits of apparel, and the mantles, and the wimples,
and the crisping pins, (23) The glasses, and the fine linen, and the
hoods, and the vails. (24) And it shall come to pass, that instead
of sweet smell there shall be stink; and instead of a girdle a rent;
and instead of well set hair baldness; and instead of a stomacher
a girding of sackcloth; and burning instead of beauty.

What a sad portrait is here drawn by the prophet, of the
daughters of Zion. Alas! how unsuitable to Zion's daughters,
who are supposed to be women professing godliness.
Reader! is not the present day very similar to what is here
said, of wantonness of conduct, and looseness of dress,
among our women? T7é/l it not in Gath! Indeed, indeed, it is
a sad reproach. How ought parents, in religious families, to
restrain everything in their children, which hath a tendency
to inflame the passions, and corrupt the heart. But let me
throw a veil over the subject. 1 would recommend the
apostle's sweet advice on this point to our females, 1 Peter
3:1-4.

IsalAH 3:25-26

Thy men shall fall by the sword, and thy mighty in the war. (26)
And her gates shall lament and mourn; and she be/ing desolate
shall sit upon the ground.

The chapter ends, as it began, and as one might reasonably
suppose would be the close; if sin reigns, sorrow must follow:
for the wages of sin is death. Blessed be Gobp, who hath taken
occasion, from the misery of our nature, to magnify the riches
of his grace, and where sin hath abounded that grace should
much more abound, that as sin hath reigned unto death, so
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might grace reign through righteousness, unto eternal life, by
JEsus CHRIST our LORD, Romans 5:20, 21.

REFLECTIONS

READER, while these humbling views of Israel's
transgressions are before us, let us bring home the affecting
subject to our own hearts, and we shall find cause to cry out
with the apostle: Are we better than they? No! in no wise, for
the scripture hath concluded all under sin. We all partake in
one common fallen nature, which in no instance, either in Jew
or Gentile is free from sin. Reader, it is profitable at the
reading of every chapter, and upon every renewed view of
the subject, to have this in remembrance. May Gob the HoLy
GHosT, give us both to see and to know, and to have grace to
make such improving reflections upon all we read concerning
sin, that our own hearts may be affected in the consciousness
of our own transgressions, while reading of the transgressions
of others, and in the general punishment, when the LorD of
Hosts doth at any time take away the stay and the staff; our
bread and our water; not of the necessaries of life only, in the
bread that perisheth in using, but of the spiritual life, without
which, we perish forever: may we hear the rod; and who hath
appointed it! Blessed LorD! let all thy chastisements be
sanctified, and lead our hearts to thee, and not from thee; for
thou art the LorD our Gob, amidst all our rebellions and all
our backslidings.

And, LorbD, in all thy dispensations, such as this chapter sets
forth to thine Israel, still manifest thyself to us, as thou didst
to them, that thou art the Gobp of Israel, and hatest putting
away. And though the departure from our Gop is general, in
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which the mighty man and the man of war, the child, and the
ancient, are all alike involved in the transgression; and though
the brother of the house of our Father after nature, cannot
heal, neither clothe, nor be our ruler; yet, precious Jesus, thou
art a brother born for adversity: therefore be thou, our ruler,
and let all our ruin be brought under thy hand, and we shall
be saved.

And will the LorD give grace to the daughters of Zion of the
present hour, that while reading, in the conduct of those of
the ancient house of Israel, the immodest conduct which
became so offensive in the eyes of the LorD, they may have
grace to make use of an apparel, suited to the humble
followers of the blessed Jesus. LORD! give everyone among
those, who name the name of Jesus, to study a modesty of
dress suited to the christian profession, and may they be
adorned as the King's daughter, all glorious within. Oh LORD!
do thou clothe our souls with thy robe of righteousness, and
we shall be then but little concerned how our sinful bodies are
adorned: but Aaving, food and raiment, be content. LORD, do
thou enable us all to put off the old man, which is corrupt,
according to the deceitful lusts, and be renewed in the spirit
of our mind. And do thou put on us the new man, which after
GobD /s created in righteousness and true holiness.

CHAPTER 4

CONTENTS

This is a most blessed, though short chapter,; containing in
its bosom some precious views, and precious promises
concerning JEsus, and the blessedness of his salvation,

22



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

amidst the sins, and sorrows,; and distresses, which arise
out of the fallen state of our nature.

IsAlAH 4:1

And in that day seven women shall take hold of one man, saying,
We will eat our own bread, and wear our own apparel: only let us
be called by thy name, to take away our reproach.

The day here spoken of, is, no doubt, meant to refer to the
gospel day. And the beauty of what is here said, will be very
striking, if we spiritually consider it. By the law of Moses, if a
man married more wives than one, he was obliged to keep
the first in food and raiment, Exodus 21:10. But the
indulgence of corrupt passions always did, and always will
bring with it punishment. What our blessed LORrRD said,
concerning the putting away of a wife, may be equally applied
to the taking more than one. It is for the hardness of men's
hearts, such things are produced, Matthew 19:7, 8. But,
dropping the consideration of the subject, as referring to
natural causes, we shall have a lovely view of this verse, if we
read it in a spiritual sense. Jesus is the husband of his church,
which he calls his fair one, his spouse, his beloved! And, as
the church at large is made up of innumerable souls, what is
here spoken of seven women, means a certain number, put
for an indefinite number, to intimate many. Now in that day
of gospel grace, when Jesus and his great salvation are
revealed to the soul, every poor awakened sinner that hears
and knows the joyful sound, shall come to lay hold of JEsus,
praying to be called by his name. The eating their own
bread, and wearing their own apparel, is in allusion to the law
of Moses, before referred to. And precious souls, in their first
coming to CHRIST, are all tinctured with an idea of their doing
somewhat to recommend them. Hence the first question, of
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the jailor at Philippi: what must I do to be saved? Acts 16:30.
Longer acquaintance with themselves, and with the LORD
Jesus, humbles the soul with such confidences. It is blessed to
perceive JEsSus in this sweet scripture. | need not add how
effectually and fully the reproaches of sinners are taken off,
when brought into a state of oneness and union with CHRIST;
when married to him, and he to them. Oh! the blessedness of
calling him the LorD our righteousness, and living under him
as the husband, the Ishi of his people, clothed with his
justifying garment of complete salvation. See Jeremiah 23:6.
Hosea 2:16-20. Jeremiah 3:14. Isaiah 54:5, &c.

ISAIAH 4:2

In that day shall the branch of the LORD be beautiful and glorious,
and the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and comely for them
that are escaped of Israel.

The HoLy GHosT is still harping upon that blessed string, the
gospel day, and comforting the church with the view of it.
JESus is the righteous branch, which JEHOvAH declared he
would raise up in Zion. And as Jesus shall be glorious in every
eye of his people, so his people which are the fruits and
effects of his great salvation, shall be lovely in him, and to
him also. See those scriptures, Zechariah 3:8. 6:12, 13. Isaiah
11:1. Jeremiah 23:5, 6, and 33:15, 16. John 15:5.

IsAlAH 4:3

And it shall come to pass, that he that is left in Zion, and he that
remaineth in Jerusalem, shall be called holy, even every one that
is written among the living in Jerusalem:

How truly blessed and gracious is it, to see the provision the
LorD hath made for the recovery of sinners. Here the HoLy
GHosT speaks not only of the blessings of redemption to the
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church at /arge, but to every individual redeemed soul in
particular. He that is left, and every one that is written. Yes,
JEsus saith, A/l that the FATHER hath given me, shall come to
me, John 6:37. And it was for this express purpose JEsus said,
that the FATHER gave him power over all flesh; that he should
give eternal life to as many as the FATHER had given him, John
17:2. Reader, are you questioning whether you are among
the written in the LawvB's book of life? Revelation 13:8. Answer
the inquiry by the tokens here given. A new and spiritual life
is given to them in Jerusalem, the holy city, the church of the
LoRrD JEsus. They are called with an holy calling, not according
to their works, but according to his own purpose, and grace
given in CHRIST JESUS, before the world began, 2 Timothy 1:9.
And as many as were oradained to eternal life, believed, Acts
13:48. Now then see by these infallible testimonies, whether
your calling and election is sure, For as many as are led by
the spirit of Gop, they are the sons of Gob: And hence, in
being saved and called with an holy calling, not according to
our works, but his grace; and /n believing, having life in his
name: surely these become unquestionable evidences, that
God hath chosen believers /n him before the foundation of the
world, and that they should he holy and without blame before
him in love, 2 Peter 1:10. Romans 8:14. Ephesians 1:4.

ISAIAH 4:4

When the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters
of Zion, and shall have purged the blood of Jerusalem from the
midst thereof by the spirit of judgment, and by the spirit of
burning.

Here we have the blessed process of grace, by which the
Lorp will accomplish the divine purposes of his love, in
redeeming the souls of his people. The daughters of Zion are
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here spoken of, as a representation of the whole church of
JEsus. So the church is named, Psalm 45:10, 11. This church
is considered in her pollutions, such as she was when CHRIST
came to redeem her, Ezekiel 16:3-6. But when, in gospel
days, Jesus is come, and the fountain in his blood is opened
to the house of David, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for
sin, and for uncleanness, then the filth of Zion shall be
washed away, Zechariah 13:1. 1 John 1:1-7. But how is this
to be done? By the spirit of judgment, and the spirit of
burning; meaning, that Gob the HoLy GHosT, in his seven-fold
gifts, and by his gracious work on the heart, will glorify JEsus,
in taking of the things of CHrIST, and showing their
suitableness to the poor sinner. Is the sinner's heart
hardened? The HoLy GHosT will be to him a spirit of judgment;
convincing, converting, enlightening, teaching him to feel his
want of Jesus, and leading him to Jesus. Are his affections
cold, and in himself not disposed to seek after salvation? The
HoLy GHosT will be to him a spirit of burning; to warm, yea,
fire his very soul, in longings for CHRIST, that his sins may be
done away, and both his filth and his blood he purged, and
purified from all uncleanness. Oh! the wonderful process of
grace, when Gob the HoLy GHOST layeth judgment to the line,
and righteousness to the plummet, l1saiah 28:17.

IsAIAH 4:5-6

And the LORD will create upon every dwelling place of mount
Zion, and upon her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, and
the shining of a flaming fire by night: for upon all the glory shal/
be a defence. (6) And there shall be a tabernacle for a shadow in
the daytime from the heat, and for a place of refuge, and for a
covert from storm and from rain.
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How very lovely the chapter ends, as well as it began. The
church of CHrIST, which is married to CHrRIST, and brought to
call Jesus her husband, when washed from all her
uncleanness, made comely from his comeliness, which he
path put upon her; and become holy in his holiness, shall
now be protected from all dangers arising from without, and
made blessed in all glory and Comfort within. Jesus himself
will dwell in her, and be both her glory and defense; both
her sun and shield. And this, not only in Zion at large, the
whole church, which is CHRIST'S body, but every individual,
which forms one to constitute and make up the whole. Upon
every dwelling place of Mount Zion, every single follower of
the LorD shall be thus blessed, protected, and made both
happy and glorious in Jesus. And the LorRD makes use of his
ancient plan of manifesting himself, as he did to Israel, in
the wilderness. As the pillar of cloud, and the pillar of fire, in
the camp of Israel, indicated the LorD’S presence with his
people, so the LorD here alludes to those symbols, that he
will be with them now. Reader, blessed and glorious as
those tokens, of the LORD’s being in the midst of Israel, were
in the church in the wilderness; fancy not that their
advantages were equal to ours. The word of GoD’s grace,
and the covenant-engagements of JeHovaH, render all
outward signs unnecessary. That single promise of our
JeEsus, confirmed to the heart, as it is, by the HoLy GHOST,
sums up every other in one. Lo/ I am with you always, even
to the end of the world, Matthew 28:20. Oh! thou dear
EMMANUEL! GoD with us! Gop in our nature! Thy presence,
and the union, and oneness of thy people with thee, makes
everything blessed! Thou art indeed all we need: a Aiding
place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest, as
rivers of water in a dry place, and as the shadow of a great
rock in a weary land! lsaiah 32:2.
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REFLECTIONS

BLESSED Jesus! how can | read the first verse of this chapter,
without instantly having my mind directed unto thee, as the
husband of thy church and people? Thou hast indeed taken
away our reproach, in having called us by thy name, and
granted us grace to call him our LORD. But, dearest LORD! |
cannot say as the Jewish worshipper, I will eat my own bread,
and wear my own apparel. No, thou rich and bountiful
bridegroom; I am in poverty and wretchedness too deep to
do that. Thou art to me both the bread of life, and the
garment of salvation; and therefore, LorD, both feed me and
clothe me, and be to me all | need; for thou art good and
gracious to all that call upon thee. And surely, LORD, in this
day of gospel-grace, thou, blessed BRANCH, wilt be most
beautiful and glorious in every eye, both of thy FATHER and
thy people; and all that are engrafted in thee, and upon thee,
will bring forth fruit, that shall be excellent and comely.

And oh! ye saints of my Gob! hail every one of you who are
the written among the living in Jerusalem. Ye shall be called
holy, in the holiness of Jesus. And he that hath provided,
and opened a fountain for all cleansing, will wash away all
fith from the daughters of Zion. Yea, by the spirit of
judgment, and by the spirit of burning, will Gop the HoLy
GHosT accomplish it, and manifest thereby, that it is not by
might, nor by power, but by the SPIRIT of the LORD.

LorD, do as thou hast said: Create upon families, and
houses, and churches, and people of thy redeemed, both
glory and defense. Yea, blessed Jesus! be thou thyself our
glory and our defense, the HoLy ONE of Israel in the midst
of us. For then shall we be in grace here, and glory
hereafter, the redeemed of the LorD, who dwell safely!
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CHAPTER 5

CONTENTS

Under the beautiful similitude of a vine, and vineyard, the
LORD speaketh of his church. By reproof, and by entreaty,
the LORD reasoneth with Israel on the sad subject of the
church’s disobedience, and setteth forth the LORD'S patience
and long-suffering.

IsAlAH 5:1
Now will I sing to my wellbeloved a song of my beloved touching
his vineyard. My wellbeloved hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill:

Is not this Gobp the FATHER, speaking to Gob the Son, as
Mediator and Head of the church, upon the subject of his
people? Surely it is the FATHER which hath given to his dear
SoN the church, and the church to his Son; and therefore it is
here very properly called 4/s vineyard. Do not fail, my soul, to
remark, in the opening of this chapter, how the FATHER speaks
of JEsus, and fo Jesus. He is the only beloved of the FATHER,
full of grace and truth. My soul, will it not prove, what of
things thou must wish to have fully proved, that one heart
and one soul, in this sense, distinguish Gop’s affection and
thine; if Gob’s beloved be thy beloved, and Gop’s dear SoN be
thy dear Saviour?

IsAalAH 5:2

And he fenced it, and gathered out the stones thereof, and
planted it with the choicest vine, and built a tower in the midst of
it, and also made a winepress therein: and he looked that it
should bring forth grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes.

Observe how Gob speaks of the church, and the blessedness
of it. Airst its situation, in a very fruitful hill: secondly, its
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security from enemies of every kind, it is walled around:
thirdly, the soil in which it was placed, all the stones being
gathered out of it: and /astly, the choiceness of the vine.
Reader, think of the grace, love, mercy, an favor of all the
persons of the GoODHEAD, towards our poor ruined nature,
which are here set forth, under these several images! The
wine-press and the tower built in it, are so many farther
proofs of divine love; intimating the ordinances and
institutions the LorD hath set up from age to age in his
church. Oh! think what an awful state that soul, that church is
in; which instead of bringing forth the sweet fruits of the
SPIRIT, bringeth forth only the corruptions of unrenewed
nature, which /like the wild gourd, in the prophet's pottage,
produceth death, 2 Kings 4:39, 40.

IsAalAH 5:3-4

And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem, and men of Judah, judge, I
pray you, betwixt me and my vineyard. (4) What could have been
done more to my vineyard, that | have not done in it? wherefore,
when | looked that it should bring forth grapes, brought it forth
wild grapes?

May we not suppose, that somewhat like this appeal, will be
among the judgments at the last day? And then it will be
found, that the soul that is Christless now, will be speechless
then.

ISAIAH 5:5-7

And now go to; | will tell you what | will do to my vineyard: 1 will
take away the hedge thereof, and it shall be eaten up; and break
down the wall thereof, and it shall be trodden down: (6) And I will
lay it waste: it shall not be pruned, nor digged; but there shall
come up briers and thorns: | will also command the clouds that
they rain no rain upon it. (7) For the vineyard of the LORD of
hosts /s the house of Israel, and the men of Judah his pleasant
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plant: and he looked for judgment, but behold oppression; for
righteousness, but behold a cry.

Was not this awful judgment actually inflicted, when Israel
became unchurched at the siege of Jerusalem? That it is more
than a parable, this passage fully explains. And, therefore,
there is no period in the history of Israel like that, which took
place, agreeably to our LorRD'S own prediction, by the army of
Titus Vespasian, Luke 21:5-11. How pathetically did the
prophet mourn over the event of the Babylonish captivity,
under the same similitude, Psalm 80:8-16. And, Reader, mark
the concluding verses of the same Psalm and take notice how
the church calls upon the LorD, to look to Jesus for the
recovery of his church and people. Surely there is much
gospel in that Psalm.

IsAalAH 5:8

Woe unto them that join house to house, that lay field to field, till
there be no place, that they may be placed alone in the midst of
the earth!

Here is a solemn woe denounced against carnal pursuits; and
yet who feels restrained by it? My soul, you need not look
abroad into the world, for examples of the unprofitableness of
sin: in thyself thou mayest but too often find the sad wild
grapes, which grow upon this thorn hedge of a worldly
planting. Alas! what disappointment and bitterness spring out
every desire that is not formed in Jesus, and sanctified by
him.

IsalAH 5:9-10
In mine ears said the LORD of hosts, Of a truth many houses shall
be desolate, even great and fair, without inhabitant. (10) Yea, ten
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acres of vineyard shall yield one bath, and the seed of an homer
shall yield an ephah.

The prophet speaks with confidence, concerning the issue of
worldly minded men in their pursuits, because the LorD said
it, and so plain, as when a man whispers in the ear of
another. It is a general intimation that nothing of the kind
shall prosper. Their houses shall be uninhabited, and their
product nothing; yea, in measure shall they fail. Ten acres of
vineyard, which; when fruitful, might be supposed to yield
many hogsheads of wine, shall give out but one bath, which
makes about eight gallons,; and in their seeds an omen, which
is in quantity a bushel, shall yield but an ephah, that is the
tenth part of a gallon. Such hath ever been, and will be more
or less, the disappointments of the carnal.

IsAlAH 5:11-15

Woe unto them that rise up early in the morning, that they may
follow strong drink; that continue until night, #/ wine inflame
them! (12) And the harp, and the viol, the tabret, and pipe, and
wine, are in their feasts: but they regard not the work of the
LORD, neither consider the operation of his hands. (13) Therefore
my people are gone into captivity, because they have no
knowledge: and their honourable men are famished, and their
multitude dried up with thirst. (14) Therefore hell hath enlarged
herself, and opened her mouth without measure: and their glory,
and their multitude, and their pomp, and he that rejoiceth, shall
descend into it. (15) And the mean man shall be brought down,
and the mighty man shall be humbled, and the eyes of the lofty
shall be humbled:

How striking are these expressions! wine and dancing,
revelling and music, rioting and sensuality, bring on their own
punishments. Hell and the grave yawn to receive those who
kill themselves by intemperance. Both poor and rich, in their
different means of gratification, fall under the same sins, and
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are alike cut off in their transgression. Here is an awful
picture of a fallen state. Alas! every age produceth but the
same. See a similar representation, Amos, 6:1-7.

IsAalAH 5:16-17

But the LORD of hosts shall be exalted in judgment, and God that
is holy shall be sanctified in righteousness. (17) Then shall the
lambs feed after their manner, and the waste places of the fat
ones shall strangers eat.

Here is a sweet break to the sad account, which, like some
herbage to the traveler over a desert, comes in to our relief in
these verses. Jesus will be exalted in the hearts of his
redeemed, in the worst of times. And the fold of his flock shall
be satisfied with his goodness. Reader, this may be everyday
seen in the midst of the world's pursuit. The church of CHRIST
is fed, supported, and refreshed; let sinners, among the
carnal, prosecute their evil courses as they please. While the
dinner parties; and the midnight revellings of the world, are
going on; the people of Gob have their prayer-meetings, and
their public ordinances also. Malachi 3:16.

IsAalAH 5:18-25

Woe unto them that draw iniquity with cords of vanity, and sin as
it were with a cart rope: (19) That say, Let him make speed, and
hasten his work, that we may see /. and let the counsel of the
Holy One of Israel draw nigh and come, that we may know /8 (20)
Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put
darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet,
and sweet for bitter! (21) Woe unto them that are wise in their
own eyes, and prudent in their own sight! (22) Woe unto them
that are mighty to drink wine, and men of strength to mingle
strong drink: (23) Which justify the wicked for reward, and take
away the righteousness of the righteous from him! (24) Therefore
as the fire devoureth the stubble, and the flame consumeth the
chaff, so their root shall be as rottenness, and their blossom shall
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go up as dust: because they have cast away the law of the LORD
of hosts, and despised the word of the Holy One of Israel. (25)
Therefore is the anger of the LORD kindled against his people,
and he hath stretched forth his hand against them, and hath
smitten them: and the hills did tremble, and their carcases were
torn in the midst of the streets. For all this his anger is not turned
away, but his hand /s stretched out still.

Here are accounts of still increasing wickedness, and woes of
still increasing misery. Reader, in the present CHRIST despising
generation, doth not the prophet's representation suit, as
though written for the very purpose? Is there not one and the
same family feature? Alas how fallen is our nature: how
general, yea, universal, the taint of evil? Is it to be wondered
at, that sorrows abound, where sin so much abounds? Let the
Reader, if by grace happily preserved from such daring
impiety, not overlook, nor forget, to what cause to ascribe it.
1 Corinthians 4:7.

IsAalAH 5:26-30

And he will lift up an ensign to the nations from far, and will hiss
unto them from the end of the earth: and, behold, they shall
come with speed swiftly: (27) None shall be weary nor stumble
among them; none shall slumber nor sleep; neither shall the girdle
of their loins be loosed, nor the latchet of their shoes be broken:
(28) Whose arrows are sharp, and all their bows bent, their
horses’ hoofs shall be counted like flint, and their wheels like a
whirlwind: (29) Their roaring shall be like a lion, they shall roar
like young lions: yea, they shall roar, and lay hold of the prey, and
shall carry /t away safe, and none shall deliver /z. (30) And in that
day they shall roar against them like the roaring of the sea: and if
one look unto the land, behold darkness and sorrow, and the light
is darkened in the heavens thereof.

Methinks | would read these verses with a twofold aspect.
Gob had said by the prophet, in a preceding chapter; Say ye
to the righteous, that it shall be well with him,; while to the
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wicked, 7t shall be ill with him, chap. 3:10, 11. And may we
not make application of what is here said, in both senses? The
Lorp will lift up an ensign for his people, in the same moment
that he will lift up an ensign for destruction to his enemies.
And when Jesus, the glorious ensign of his people's
redemption comes, it is both for vengeance and for salvation.
See chap. 11:10. and chap. 63:4.

REFLECTIONS

READER, let us mark from the perusal of this chapter, the
two great leading points contained in it; the grace, and
mercy, and loving-kindness of the LorD; and the fallen,
corrupt, and wretched state of man. Both views are here
presented to us: and both open to very solemn and
improving subjects.

How exactly answering to the love of Gob to his people, is
the description the prophet hath given of the church, under
the similitude of a vine. Calling, his people out of Egypt,
forming them into a church, and planting them in Canaan;
casting out the nations before them, and watering them
continually with his blessing: these things are strongly
shadowed forth under the images of planting, gathering out
the stones, making a fence, and causing the clouds, and the
rain, and the sun, to shed their influences.—Reader, look at
JEsus, that plant of renown! Behold in the wonders of
redemption, what Gop hath wrought. And then take a view of
what hath followed in all generations of the church: when the
LorD looked that /Ais vineyard should bring forth grapes,
wherefore brought it forth wild grapes.

Reader, it will be your wisdom and mine, while contemplating
in this chapter the riches of grace, in the LorD’s forbearance
and long suffering to his people, to look into our own history,
and behold what correspondence we can find there, with
what is here said of Gob’s ancient people. Oh for grace to
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make such improvements from the whole, as to see that all
our mercies are in Jesus. It is for him, and his righteousness,
his atoning blood and salvation, that the world continues. But
for his gracious interposition, the whole earth would have
been as Sodom, and we should have been like unto
Gomorrah. LorD! visit thy church, thy vineyard, thy people.
Oh take unto thee, LorD JEsus, thy great name, and as thou
hast wrought out salvation for us, so work salvation /n us.
Behold the purchase of thy blood, and for thine own sake
turn to thy people a pure language, that they may all call
upon thee with one consent. 7urn us again, O LORD GoD of
hosts, cause thy face to shine, and we shall be saved.

CHAPTER 6

CONTENTS

The prophet in this chapter is soaring very high in visions
and revelations of the LORD. Here /s much of JEHOVAH'S
grace, In the glories of the Redeemer's person and
kingdom, in this Chapter. The prophet gives the date of it
also.

IsAlAH 6:1
In the year that king Uzziah died | saw also the Lord sitting upon
a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple.

Wherefore the prophet was so particular as to put down the
precise time, when the LorD favoured him with this glorious
vision, which he relates in this chapter, is not said; but from
the strong impressions it made upon his mind, it was indeed
impossible, that he himself should ever forget it. Jacob at
Bethel, and Moses at Horeb, where the visions of Gob began
with them, could neither of them ever lose the remembrance
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of the time or place to all eternity. Reader, you and | have our
spots, our Bethels of remembrance also, | hope. They are
sweet things in the believer's recollection. The year that
Uzziah died, was memorable, 2 Chronicles 26:21-23. But what
we are most highly interested to observe, in the relation of
this vision of the prophet, is the intention of it, and for what
purpose the account of it is handed down in all ages to the
church. This is the grand point for us to attend to, that what
Isaiah hath here recorded, under the SpirIT of the LorD, we
may take home to ourselves, and by the lively exercises of
faith, behold our interest in it. May Gob the HoLy GHOST thus
unfold its glories to our hearts. He tells us, that in this vision,
he saw the LorD, high and lifted up, and his train filled the
temple. Now, Reader, | pray you to turn to that blessed
chapter of John the Evangelist, where the HoLy GHOST hath
decidedly explained the relation of the prophet, and made
application of it to the person and glories of the LORD JESUS
CHRIST, as the Mediator and Head of his people; 7hese things
said Esaias, when he saw his glory and spake of him, John
12:41. Hence the LorD, whom the prophet saw, was the LORD
JEsus CHRIST, in his mediatorial glory. And this serves at once
to unfold, and explain to us a thousand things of the highest
moment to our joy and comfort, to have right apprehensions
concerning, for it throws a light upon all those other
scriptures, where the visible appearance of the LORD is spoken
of, and which from other scriptures compared with them, we
otherwise could not explain. As for example, it is said, Exodus
33:11, that the LORD spake unto Moses face to face, as a man
speaketh unto his friend. So again, Exodus 24:9, 10, Moses
and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of
Israel, went up into the mount: and they saw the Gobp of
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Israel! Yet in all the parts of scripture, we find one uniform
account given, of the impossibility of seeing JEHOvAH's face,
and live, Exodus 33:20. 1 Timothy 6:16. How are these
scriptures to be reconciled? The Evangelist John hath done it
in a single verse: No man hath seen Gob at any time: the only
begotten SoN, which is in the bosom of the FATHER, he hath
declared him, John 1:18. Hence nothing can be more plain,
than that all the manifestations Gob hath been graciously
pleased to make of himself in all ages of the church, hath
been in the person of his dear SoN, as the Gob-MAN Mediator,
both before his incarnation and after; as the Son of Gob was,
(as he himself saith) set up from everlasting in this glorious
character, as the Head of his Church, so his glory in that
character, was frequently manifested to the Church, and to
special servants in the church. What a blessed thought to the
Church, and to the people. 7he LORD sitting upon a throne,
high and lifted up, which lIsaiah saw, was JEsus. Hence,
Reader, what unanswerable testimonies are found in this one
scripture, to the GODHEAD of your LORD. Surely it never can be
guestioned whether he be possessed of all divine attributes,
that was thus seen upon a throne in heaven. Surely none, if
they thought aright, would doubt the sovereignty and eternity
of his nature and essence, who thus sat on a throne, as if to
intimate both his power, and glory, and government, and
dominion. And how blessedly are those sweet words of our
LorRD JEsus explained by this very scripture: what and if ye
shall see the SON of man ascend up where he was before?
John 6:62. So again: No man hath ascended up to heaven,
but he that came down from heaven, even the SON of man
which is in heaven, John 3:13. Blessed Jesus, we thank and
adore thee for these gracious manifestations of thyself. Oh let
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the train of thy graces fill our souls, as the train of thy glory
filled the temple, Revelation 5:6. 3:21.

ISAIAH 6:2-4

Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain
he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with
twain he did fly. (3) And one cried unto another, and said, Holy,
holy, holy, /s the LORD of hosts: the whole earth /s full of his
glory. (4) And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him
that cried, and the house was filled with smoke.

From the light thrown upon this blessed vision, in the other
parts of scripture, as before shown, and all evidently, and
plainly directed to prove that it is the person of CHRIST, who
manifested himself to the prophet; we shall now be the
better able to enter into an apprehension of all that follows;
that is, as far at least as our capacities are enabled to go in
the subject; and | hope that both writer and reader, will find
cause to adore JEHOVAH, in his threefold character of person,
in and through the only medium by which we can approach
to adore him, even this glorious Gob-MAN Mediator, for such
gracious and saving discoveries of himself. The seraphim,
which are here said to have stood above, Paul calls the
cherubim of glory: consequently they are not angels,
Hebrews 9:15. A reference to other scriptures, will, 1 think,
prove that they cannot mean angels. The first account we
have of a subject like this in Isaiah's vision is Genesis 3:24,
where cherubim and a flaming sword, are said to have been
placed at the east of the garden of Eden. In Leviticus llsaiah
6:2, JEHOVAH saith, 1 will appear in the cloud on the mercy-
seat. In the prophecy of Ezekiel, chap. 1 the vision he saw of
the glory of the LorD, was under the similitude of four living
creatures. And as an explanation of this astonishing vision,
John the beloved apostle, in the view of heaven opened,
which he was favoured with, saw four beasts /n the midst of
the throne, and round about the throne, Revelation 4:6. Now
angels are nowhere said in scripture to be in the midst of the
throne. What those seraphim in Isaiah's vision are, | do not
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presume to say: but | humbly conceive, from the frequent
mention made in scripture of them, and especially as having
the face of a man joined in the representation, and this from
the very opening of the word of Gob, at the garden of Eden,
to the close of it in the Revelation; that it is intended to set
forth the divine glory: and at the same time to show that the
only access to JEHovAH for fallen man, is in and through the
person, glory and grace of the LorD JEsus CHRIST. The word
itself, Seraphim, which is plural, means Burners. And this will
not be found unsuitable to the idea, that they represent the
glory of the LorD, /7 and through a Mediator; for the HoLy
GHosT hath by the apostle, declared, that our Gop /s a
consuming fire, Hebrews 12:29. And the hymn sung, which
Isaiah heard, | humbly conceive, was not sung by the
seraphim, but the heavenly host; similar to that song, which
John heard, of redemption. They that sung it were neither
the beasts nor the elders: for JEsus took not upon him the
nature of angels. The song of redemption could only be sung
by the redeemed from among men. See the words of the
song itself, Revelation 5:9, 10. Respecting the wings of the
seraphim, it is worthy remark, that nothing is said of their
form. If upon the supposition that they themselves are
designed as symbols of Gob in CHRIST, there will be no
difficulty in the apprehension concerning those wings. The
LoRrD is veiled to his people in covering; and swiftness to fly
to their help and salvation; and yet, in the dispensations of
his providence, his path is hidden: these may be easily
understood as emblematically represented. Concerning the
infinite holiness of JeHovAaH, which the hymn celebrated,
every part of scripture concurs in the testimony. And in
nothing more, than by the wonders of redemption. Gob
never took a more decided method to impress his creatures
with a due sense of the holiness of his nature, than by the
death of CHRIST. In that one act, a greater display was made
of the holiness of JeHovaH, than if all creation had been
offered up in sacrifice. It spake in the loudest voice, that
rather than the LORD’S holiness shall be tarnished, the holy
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child Jesus shall die. The effect wrought in heaven, by the
voice of him that cried, may serve to show the infinite
awfulness of the divine presence, even in mercies. Reader,
think what a solemn thing it must be to have to do with Gob,
even when Gobp is coming forth to bless. Oh the tremendous
state of unregenerated sinners, when the LorRD comes forth
to judgment!

ISAIAH 6:5

Then said I, Woe /s me! for | am undone; because | am a man of
unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips:
for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.

Here we see, even in Gob’s own servant, what trembling is
induced in a near apprehension of GoD’s presence. Men may
think lightly of sin, who never felt the galling chain of it; and
some poor unawakened sinners, who have never ascertained
what righteousness is, by the divine standard, may fancy
much of themselves, and of their own righteousness; but
when a soul hath once seen Gob in CHRIST by faith, and JEsus
expiating sin by no less a sacrifice than himself, then all self-
complacency and self-righteousness fall to the ground.
Reader, | pray you look at /saiah in this view of him, and
hear his confession; then turn to observe Job's account of
himself, Job 42:5, 6, and then hearken to the LORD’s
testimony of him, Job 1:8; then look at David, the man after
Gobp’'s own heart, Psalm 51:1-5; hearken also to Paul’s
relation, Romans 7:18, to the end: and if such views do not
humble your soul to the very dust of the earth, depend upon
it, it is because the HoLy GHosT hath never convinced you of
sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment John 16:8-11.

ISAIAH 6:6-7

Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his
hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar: (7)
And he laid /£ upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy
lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.
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Reader! do remark with me, the infinite grace of the LORD!
see how, amidst all the sanctities of heaven, the case of a
poor sinner upon earth was taken notice of, and provided for.
Depend upon it, the LorD is continually so doing for all his
people. By one of the seraphim flying to Isaiah and
performing this act of grace, | confess that I am but the
more strengthened in my belief, that the seraphim were
representations of JEHOvAH in CHRIST. It is the office of the
HoLy GHosT to take of the things of Jesus, and show them
unto the people. The altar can mean no other than JESus.
And it is the blood of Jesus which alone cleanseth from all
sin. But while | thus express my views of the passage, |
desire to do it with the lowest reverence. | only humbly
inquire if it may not be so? Very, very far from speaking
decidedly upon it. LorD, take away the iniquity both of my
lips and pen, as thou didst in mercy, remove the prophet's
guilt!

ISAIAH 6:8
Also | heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall | send, and
who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.

Here, if 1 mistake not, the subject takes a different turn.
Isaiah in the former part, relates what he had seen and
heard in a special relation to himself, and the Church, to
whom he ministered: but here he relates what he was
witness to, in relation to a higher mission than that of any
among the sons of men. He begins it with an a/so, as if to
disconnect what went before from what now follows: Also /
heard the voice of the LorRD, saying, whom shall | send, and
who will go for us? Let the Reader consult those scriptures,
where a consultation is as it were set forth between the
persons of the GobHEAD, and then may the LORD enable him
to determine for himself, (for far be it from me to determine
for him) whether this be not a similar instance. Thus at
creation, Genesis 1:26. So again at the destruction of Babel,
Genesis 11:5-7. And why may we not suppose that this
vision which the prophet Isaiah was favoured with, was a
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representation given to the Church, through him, of the
conference at redemption? And if this be the case, it is
Jesus, and not Isaiah who gives the answer, here am |,
send me, see Psalm 40:7-10. Reader, pray consult those
sweet scriptures, they will amply reward your attention; and
may the almighty Author of them himself explain them!
Isaiah 42:1-8; then 50:5-9.

IsAlAH 6:9-10

And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but
understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. (10) Make
the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut
their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears,
and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed.

Reader, pray attend to these verses: for so important are
they considered in the gospel-church, that no less than six
times are they taken notice of, and referred to, in the after-
writings of the scriptures. All the Evangelists quote them, and
they are again spoken of in the Acts of the Apostles, and by
the Apostle Paul, in his Epistle to the Romans. See in proof,
Matthew 13:14. Mark, 4:12. Luke 8:10. John 12:39. 40. Acts
28:26, 27. and Romans 11:8. And what awful confirmations
have we of their truth, both in the word of Gob, and the
experience of men in all ages! Even when Jesus himself; who
spake as never man spake, was the preacher!

IsAlAH 6:11-12

Then said I, Lord, how long? And he answered, Until the cities be
wasted without inhabitant, and the houses without man, and the
land be utterly desolate, (12) And the LORD have removed men
far away, and there be a great forsaking in the midst of the land.

Here the prophet, as if struck with what he had seen and
heard, puts in a question, and a solemn one it is: “How long
shall it be that the enemy of souls shall triumph, and fallen
man remain under the ruins of his apostacy?” Hear what JESUS
himself saith as mediator on this subject, Isaiah 49:4. And
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how have his servants in all ages complained, Jeremiah 20:9.
John heard also the anxious question of the martyrs, much to
the same amount, Revelation 6:9, 10.

ISsAIAH 6:13

But yet in it shall be a tenth, and /t shall return, and shall be
eaten: as a teil tree, and as an oak, whose substance /s in them,
when they cast their leaves: so the holy seed shall be the
substance thereof.

Oh what a verse of blessedness, what a promise full of JEsus
and his glory, is here! O for grace to behold, and to enjoy
JEsus in it! The Jewish nation could not be destroyed, because
CHRIST, after the flesh, was to spring out of the stock of
Abraham: and on his account the nation should be saved. It
is, saith the LorRD, but as a tenth, but as a remnant;
nevertheless, in that tenth, in that remnant, there is the holy
seed. JEsus is the substance contained in all, as the teil tree,
or the oak, in the acorn of which, from the first creation, all
the subsequent oaks are folded up. Precious thought! In
Jesus, from everlasting to everlasting, all his seed, his people,
his children were deposited, and will be brought forth from
age to age, until the last is completed. Reader, was there ever
a more blessed close to a most blessed chapter? O for grace
to bless the eternal SpiriT for such a revelation! Now, LORD we
see why it is, that sinners are preserved amidst all their
undeservings. There is one that standeth by and looketh on,
and while to our eye there is nothing to be seen, but, like the
withered blighted branch of the vine, everything s
unpromising, and dead, and lifeless; yet there is in it a tenth;
yea, JESUS is in it; Destroy it not, he saith, for a blessing is in
it. So, saith JEHovAH, In his rich mercy and free grace, so will |
do for my servants sakes, that | may not destroy them all,
Isaiah 45:8.

REFLECTIONS
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MY soul, close not the book: for the same LORD, the same
ADONAI, yea thy JEsuS is still upon his throne, as he was in
the days of the prophet, and thou by grace, through faith, as
he by open vision, mayest draw nigh and behold him; for he
calls upon thee, and upon all poor, needy, perishing sinners,
like thyself, to come hither and behold the glory which he
had with his FATHER before all worlds. And do not forget that
thy Redeemer's throne is a throne of grace as well as glory,
on which Jesus sits to receive his poor, and to give out of his
fulness. And, for thy great encouragement, do not forget
also, that while thou art benefited by his grace, Jesus will be
glorified in giving out to thy necessities; yea, Gob thy FATHER
will be glorified in Jesus, whenever a poor sinner is made
blessed and happy in Jesus. Come then, my soul, to his
throne, and let Gobp be glorified in his SoNn, and Jesus be
glorified in thy salvation; in thy finding grace to help in every
time of need.

And behold, my soul, the glorious seraphim above the
throne, and round about the throne, and let their
appearance comfort and encourage thee! Yea, let thy hymn
go forth in the language of heaven: for surely never would
the heavenly song have been handed down to earth, if it
had not been meant that the redeemed upon earth, from
among men, might learn and sing it. Cry aloud my soul, with
holy joy, and say, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of Hosts, the
whole earth is full of his glory.

But while thou art singing with a new-strung heart of
redemption, the song of heaven, and the spirits of just men
made perfect; forget not, O my soul, that thou art still a
man of unclean lips, and that thou dwellest in the midst of a
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people of unclean lips. Yes, precious Jesus, | would not only
remember this, but through all eternity, never, never lose
sight of it. Heaven itself will be more heaven to my soul in
the view, that from the brink of hell it was Jesus brought me.
Thy love, thy grace, thy pity, thy compassion, blessed LoRrD,
is now the sole cause of my song of grace, and will be my
everlasting song of glory to all eternity. Oh for the continual
cleansing from off thine altar, LOrRD Jesus! let the live coal be
daily, hourly administered to purge mine iniquity, and to
make me clean in thy blood.

And O, my gracious Gop, grant me, grant thy Church, thy
people favor, that it may not be said, to the ministry of thy
holy word Hear ye indeed, but understand not, and see ye
indeed, but perceive not. Oh LORD! give to him that writes,
and to him that reads, the hearing, the seeing, the
understanding, the believing heart; that we may both enter
into the full enjoyment of this blessed vision, fo the
acknowledgment of the mystery of Gob, and of the FATHER,
and of CHRIST, in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge! LorD! let it he found in our souls experience,
and to our souls joy, that there is in us, as in the teil tree and
the oak, that glorious substance, the holy seed, even JEsus, in
all his merits, blood, and righteousness, for the salvation of
our souls! May this be found our portion, in the love and
mercy of Gob our FATHER; the grace, blood, and righteousness
of Jesus CHRIST; and the fellowship and communion of the
HoLy GHosT! Amen.

CHAPTER 7

CONTENTS

Part of this chapter is historical, and part prophetical. The
distress of Jerusalem gives occasion to introduce a
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memorable prophecy concerning CHRIST. The chapter closes
with threatenings.

ISAIAH 7:1-2

And it came to pass in the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, the
son of Uzziah, king of Judah, that Rezin the king of Syria, and
Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, went up toward
Jerusalem to war against it, but could not prevail against it. (2)
And it was told the house of David, saying, Syria is confederate
with Ephraim. And his heart was moved, and the heart of his
people, as the trees of the wood are moved with the wind.

If the Reader will consult the corresponding scripture, in the
history of the kings of Judah and Israel, he will find that a
considerable time had elapsed between the vision in the
preceding chapter, and the opening of this. It is not said,
what year of Ahaz's reign it was when those kings came up
against Jerusalem. But it could not have been less than
sixteen or seventeen years after Uzziah died: for the whole
reign of Jotham is passed over, and that continued sixteen
years. See 2 Kings 16, and 2 Chronicles 28. The character of
Ahaz is so largely given in those scriptures, that | refer the
Reader to what is said of him, and his impiety, in these
places.

IsAlAH 7:3-9

Then said the LORD unto lIsaiah, Go forth now to meet Ahaz,
thou, and Shearjashub thy son, at the end of the conduit of the
upper pool in the highway of the fuller’s field; (4) And say unto
him, Take heed, and be quiet; fear not, neither be fainthearted for
the two tails of these smoking firebrands, for the fierce anger of
Rezin with Syria, and of the son of Remaliah. (5) Because Syria,
Ephraim, and the son of Remaliah, have taken evil counsel against
thee, saying, (6) Let us go up against Judah, and vex it, and let us
make a breach therein for us, and set a king in the midst of it,
even the son of Tabeal: (7) Thus saith the Lord GOD, It shall not
stand, neither shall it come to pass. (8) For the head of Syria /s
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Damascus, and the head of Damascus /s Rezin; and within
threescore and five years shall Ephraim be broken, that it be not a
people. (9) And the head of Ephraim /s Samaria, and the head of
Samaria /s Remaliah’s son. If ye will not believe, surely ye shall
not be established.

I beg the Reader to remark with me, the LORD’S tender mercy
to his people. Surely in this history, as in a thousand others,
the Apostle's words are fulfilled: where sin abounded, grace
did much more abound; Romans 5:20. We hear nothing of
Ahaz sending to Isaiah or himself calling upon the LorD; but it
is the LorD sending to Ahaz. Grace must first be given, or
there will be no moving of the heart to the LorD. Reader! do
remark the command of Gob to the prophet, to take his son
with him, when he sent him to meet Ahaz. The LORD sent the
prophet, notwithstanding Ahaz's undeserving, with a message
of comfort; and perhaps the child's being with him, was
intended as a sign; for his name seems to have been
significant of it. Shear-jashub implies, a remnant to return. In
the Old Testament Scripture, the LORD’S servants were
remarkable for giving names to their children, according to
the times, or special mercies received, by way of memorial.
And no doubt, as oft as they looked upon them, it brought the
pleasing circumstance afresh to recollection, and called forth
new praise. It were to be wished, that New Testament saints
would adopt the same plan: they would find the LORD’s
blessing upon it. Faith, in honouring Gob, will find Gop
honouring the exercise of it. If the Reader would wish to see
instances, | refer him to those scriptures, Genesis 28:19. 1
Samuel 1:20. Psalm 70. in the title. It is not said what effect
the prophet's message produced on the king's mind; but by
what follows, we are led to admire and adore the LORD’s grace
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in bearing with sinners, who slight his renewed mercies.
Reader! do not fail to remark from it, how, in all ages, sin and
its hardening effects abound!

IsalAH 7:10-15

Moreover the LORD spake again unto Ahaz, saying, (11) Ask thee
a sign of the LORD thy God; ask it either in the depth, or in the
height above. (12) But Ahaz said, | will not ask, neither will |
tempt the LORD. (13) And he said, Hear ye now, O house of
David; /s /it a small thing for you to weary men, but will ye weary
my God also? (14) Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a
sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call
his name Immanuel. (15) Butter and honey shall he eat, that he
may know to refuse the evil, and choose the good.

Reader! do not forget again, in the perusal of this most
blessed scripture, to observe how the LORD takes occasion
from man's unworthiness to magnify the riches of his grace.
So, indeed, the LorD hath done from the beginning. The fall
of Adam made way for the coming of the LORD JESUS CHRIST.
Oh! what wonders are found in the subject of redeeming
grace! How blessed is it to see GoD’s graciousness! The LORD
had sent his servant, the prophet, on a message to Ahaz, to
comfort him, notwithstanding his transgressions, in the
prospect of his enemies coming up against his kingdom; and
though it doth not appear, that it had any effect upon the
mind of Ahaz; yet the LorD will speak to him again; and, if
possible, in a yet more endearing manner, bids him ask a
sign, which might become the proof of divine faithfulness. But
the king is deaf to all entreaty. Alas! what creatures we are,
when void of grace; how lost and insensible, even to the
goodness and long-suffering of Gop! But though Ahaz slights
the LorD, the LorD will not slight his people; the sign shall not
be lost to the Church, for it is a most blessed one! And though
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the king despised it, there were, no doubt, many of GobD's
hidden ones to whom it proved, as the LORD designed it, a
gracious support against the rapidly approaching afflictions of
the church. Since Ahaz will not ask a sign, JEHOVAH will give
the house of David a sign unasked: yea, the LorD himself will
give both the sign, and the blessing veiled under the sign,
from his own free, unmerited, unsought for goodness. Behold
then the astonishing sign! A virgin shall conceive, without the
use of the natural means of propagation; a son shall be born,
without the intervention of a human father; and this
wonderful child shall be called by a name significant of his
nature, as Gob and man in one person, even IMMANUEL! And
though so distinguished from all others, yet in the common
circumstances of life he shall be as others are; butter and
honey shall he eat; that is, he should be subject to all the
natural wants, and infirmities of manhood, sin only excepted.
Now all these marks and characters were signs indeed, which
when fulfilled in one and the same person, left no question
remaining as to whom the prophecy referred: and as they
never were, nor ever could be fulfilled in any other but the
LORD JEsus CHRIST; how blessed is it to trace the love of Gob,
thus watching over the church, and thus opening to the
church's view the coming of her LORD, at an age so distant
and remote, as that in which the prophet lIsaiah lived. | only
detain the Reader, to remark with me, the grace of Gop in the
sweet discoveries made of Jesus, from age to age: how, by
gradual means, from the first dawn of revelation, down to the
very moment of CHRIST'S coming, the LorD unfolded the
wonders of his person and character, like the light of the
morning, shining more and more unto a perfect day! To Adam
it was said, that the Redeemer should be of the seed of the

50



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

woman, to Abraham, of his house and family; to Jacob, the
tribe of which he should spring; in the time of David, many of
his offices, in his prophetical, priestly, and kingly character,
were foretold; and now in the days of the prophets, other
features were given: /sa/ah in this place declares, that he
should be born of a virgin; Micah is commissioned to tell the
place of his birth; Daniel the time: and thus the LORD
prepared the church, by little and little, to have clear
conceptions both of his person and character, that every soul,
might be on the look-out to hail and welcome. the coming
Saviour!

IsAlAH 7:16

For before the child shall know to refuse the evil, and choose the
good, the land that thou abhorrest shall be forsaken of both her
kings.

I have separated this verse from the whole passage going
before from an idea, (though | presume not to say | am right)
that it is not connected with what is said concerning CHRIST,
but as a sign to Isaiah concerning himself, and the events
then pending in the church. Some have translated the words,
“For before this child,” that is, his own child, Shear-jashub,
whom the LorD had commanded the prophet to take with him
to Ahaz, “before this child was grown up,” the land thou
abhorrest shall be forsaken of both her kings.” And in
confirmation of this as an history, it is remarkable, that about
three years after this preaching of Isaiah to Ahaz, as we read,
2 Kings 15:30, Hoshea killed Pekah the son of Remaliah, and,
2 Kings 16:9, the king of Assyria slew Rezin: It should seem,
therefore, that it was to those events this verse referred, and
not to CHrRIST, with whom it should seem it had no connection.
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IsAlAH 7:17-25

The LORD shall bring upon thee, and upon thy people, and upon
thy father's house, days that have not come, from the day that
Ephraim departed from Judah; even the king of Assyria. (18) And
it shall come to pass in that day, that the LORD shall hiss for the
fly that /s in the uttermost part of the rivers of Egypt, and for the
bee that /s in the land of Assyria. (19) And they shall come, and
shall rest all of them in the desolate valleys, and in the holes of
the rocks, and upon all thorns, and upon all bushes. (20) In the
same day shall the Lord shave with a razor that is hired, namely,
by them beyond the river, by the king of Assyria, the head, and
the hair of the feet: and it shall also consume the beard. (21) And
it shall come to pass in that day, thata man shall nourish a young
cow, and two sheep; (22) And it shall come to pass, for the
abundance of milk that they shall give he shall eat butter: for
butter and honey shall every one eat that is left in the land. (23)
And it shall come to pass in that day, that every place shall be,
where there were a thousand vines at a thousand silverlings, it
shall even be for briers and thorns. (24) With arrows and with
bows shall men come thither; because all the land shall become
briers and thorns. (25) And on all hills that shall be digged with
the mattock, there shall not come thither the fear of briers and
thorns: but it shall be for the sending forth of oxen, and for the
treading of lesser cattle.

After the LorD had given the unspeakably blessed promise,
concerning the coming of CHRIST, that his people in those
degenerate times might have comfort, he proceeds to his
solemn threatenings: and most solemn and awful indeed they
are. Ahaz, in his impiety, had been looking to Assyria for help;
and to purchase it, had robbed the house of the LorD of the
silver and gold, 2 Kings 16:8. The LorD therefore tells him,
that this very king shall be the instrument of his ruin. And
whereas he feared the weapons of men, the LorD will make
even the flies of Egypt, and the bee of Assyria, those little
feeble insects, the instruments of his misery. Reader! think
what a state of ruin the sinner is brought to, whose very
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comforts turn to sorrows; and in the things wherein he chiefly
proposed to himself happiness; the bitterness of all his
afflictions abound! Oh! for grace to read these things with a
spiritual improvement, that we may learn how dreadful it
must be to have Gob for our foe, who can convert our very
blessings into curses, and make that which was intended for
good, be unto us an occasion of falling. The ruin by reason of
sin, in the representation made in the close of the chapter, of
sharing the land of inhabitants, that briers and thorns come
up; the brood of cattle restrained, and all the tokens of want
and misery take place; if read spiritually, may serve to show
how the mind is exposed and laid open to every evil, where
CHRIST is not. Let Ephraim alone, he is joined to his idols; if
the LorD saith thus of church or people, there needs no more
to the most finished misery. LorD! I would say for myself and
Reader, Oh! take not away thine HoLy SPIRIT from us! Hosea
4:17. Psalm 51:11.

REFLECTIONS

READER! let us pass over every lesser consideration, to attend
to that blessed and most important prophecy, contained in
this chapter, concerning the incarnation of our LORD JESUS
CHRIST. Though Ahaz refused to hear, and would not ask a
sign of the LorD, let you and | receive this blessed sign, so
graciously given to the church, and on our bended knees,
read and adore GobD in CHRIST, for so rich and precious a
scripture. And now that we have lived to see the whole
fulfilled, yea more than fulfilled, in a thousand additional
mercies, which the SoN of Gob hath brought with him, and
with which he hath beautified and comforted his church; oh!
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for grace to meditate in the same, night and day; and to read
both the prophecy and the accomplishment of it, under the
SPIRIT's teaching, until all the blissful consequences included
in it be incorporated in our hearts, and we discover and enjoy
our interest in all that belongs to our JeEsus and his great
salvation!

Oh! thou dear LorD of thy church and people! Didst thou, the
glorious Ancient of days, condescend to become the babe of
Bethlehem? Didst thou, blessed Jesus, vouchsafe to be born
for me, and rather than the poorest of thy family should
perish, wouldest become man, and not abhor the virgin's
womb? Oh! the preciousness of that name, that glorious
gracious name IMMANUEL, which is more fragrant than
ointment poured forth! Never may | lose sight of it; never
may | go abroad, or remain at home, without bearing it about
with me: it tells me, my Jesus is Gob! Surely then he can save
me; surely he wift save me! The work of redemption was not
too great for him. Yea, it gives efficacy to all he did, and all
he suffered. For now | see by it, that all he did, and all he
suffered, were the acts of Gob, mighty to save. And sure |
am, that he is able to keep that which I have committed to
him. Gobp my Saviour will carry on, and complete, all that
remains to be done concerning me; how then shall | perish,
or come short of his glory? Oh! thou glorious IMMANUEL!
blessed Jesus! give me to hail thee forever by this endeared
name. And moreover, as my Redeemer is IMMANUEL, GOD with
us; so is he IMMANUEL, GoD /n our nature! Oh what so near or
so dear as Jesus, who is bone of my bone, and flesh of my,
flesh? LorD, | pass by all the affinities of life, in comparison of
thee: for thou fittest all, and art nearer than all. And oh! how
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delightful the thought! that while my soul finds such rapture
in the consciousness of the relation: JEsus wilt not deny his
poor relation, but condescends to own him. Yea, he
commands that | should be told, he /s not ashamed to call his
people, brethren? Precious, precious Jesus! And be thou
adored, my LorD, for such a sign, in such a prophecy, given
to the church, by thy servant, 7hanks be to Gobn! for his
unspeakable gift.

CHAPTER 8

CONTENTS

The prophet is in this chapter opening a subject, concerning
the future troubles of Israel and Judah, by reason of their
sins, and in a spirit of prophecy pointing out the destruction
of both kingdoms, which should be accomplished. But the
loving-kindness and grace of Gob mingles great promises of
mercy, in the midst of judgment; and all in allusion to
CHRIST.

IsalAH 8:1-4

Moreover the LORD said unto me, Take thee a great roll, and
write in it with a man’s pen concerning Mahershalalhashbaz. (2)
And | took unto me faithful witnesses to record, Uriah the priest,
and Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah. (3) And I went unto the
prophetess; and she conceived, and bare a son. Then said the
LORD to me, Call his name Mahershalalhashbaz. (4) For before
the child shall have knowledge to cry, My father, and my mother,
the riches of Damascus and the spoil of Samaria shall be taken
away before the king of Assyria.

The prophet is commanded to commit to writing what he had
to deliver. We have reason to bless Gob for this appointment,
by which scripture records have been handed down to us. We
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find several prophets speaking of it, Jeremiah 36:2, 28. Hosea
8:12; and he that seems to have represented the Prince of
the prophets, is said to have had a writer's inkhorn by his
side, to mark his people, Ezekiel 9:2. Precious Jesus! may it be
found, that thou hast written my name /i thy book of life;
Luke 10:20. No doubt, this scripture record of Isaiah was very
weighty; for the LORD gave a name to it, and commanded the
prophet to call his son by the same name, Maher-shalalhash-
baz; which in the nearest sense of the words signifies, a
making speed to the spoil; like one that hastens to lay hold of
his prey in battle. And thus doubled as it were to the
prophet's mind, Isaiah was taught himself the certainty that
the LorD would accomplish what he had pronounced. His child
should never be named without bringing with him a fresh
memorandum. Concerning those witnesses he took with him,
to record what he had written at the LorD’'S command in the
roll, the Prophet calls them faithful witnesses; by which
presume he meant, men /n office, who could not afterwards
depart from what they had subscribed their hands to; for one
of those men, Uriah the priest, as we read 2 Kings 16:10-16,
proved very wunfaithful to the LORD, in setting up an altar after
the pattern of the idolatrous altar which Ahaz brought from
Damascus. But probably this act of Uriah was after this
prophecy of Isaiah. The same scripture gives an account of
the fulfillment of Isaiah's prophecy, 2 Kings 16:9.

IsAlAH 8:5-8

The LORD spake also unto me again, saying, (6) Forasmuch as
this people refuseth the waters of Shiloah that go softly, and
rejoice in Rezin and Remaliah’s son; (7) Now therefore, behold,
the Lord bringeth up upon them the waters of the river, strong
and many, even the king of Assyria, and all his glory: and he shall
come up over all his channels, and go over all his banks: (8) And
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he shall pass through Judah; he shall overflow and go over, he
shall reach even to the neck; and the stretching out of his wings
shall fill the breadth of thy land, O Immanuel.

In these verses the prophet is led to speak of great things,
reaching far and near. Under the figure of waters and rivers,
kingdoms and empires are represented. The waters of Shiloah
which are said to go softly, mean the LorRD’s tender dealings
with his people; but sinners are looking to an arm of flesh;
great names among men, like Rezin and Remaliah’s son, are
what they are seeking after. Hence, saith the LorD, by those
very persons shall Judah's punishment come. And this was
fulfilled, when, as we read in the writings of this same
prophet Isaiah chap. 36 & 37. Sennacherib besieged Judah.
See the corresponding history, 2 Kings 18 & 19. But what |
more particularly beg the Reader to remark with me, is, that
part of this scripture, which hath a reference to CHRIST. The
prophet keeping his eye, as it were, upon the map of the Holy
Land, where the LORD JESus, in after-ages, should set up his
standard, beholds, in the mean time, the ravages of the
Assyrian army, which the LorRD would permit to come up over
it, for the punishment of his people; and rapt into future
times, he beholds, with the eye of faith, the glorious events to
be accomplished by Jesus, and cries out, “The enemy will
pass through Judah; yea, he shall fill thy land, O IMMANUEL!”
Reader! pause over this sweet scripture, for it is most sweet;
conceive how full of CHRIST'S glory, must have been lIsaiah's
mind! He knew that this was the very sacred spot of the
whole earth, where, in the fulness of time, JEsus would be
born, and accomplish salvation by his blood and
righteousness. And therefore, while under the full influence of
the spirit of prophecy, he saw, and was delivering to the then
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church, the prediction of the ruin and overthrow the enemies
of Judah and Israel would accomplish, by the LORD’S
appointment, as the punishment of their sins; yet the
Prophet's mind, looking beyond those times, to the days of
CHRIST, breaks out in the midst with an address to JEsus; it is
as if he had said; “So great, so overwhelming will be the
LorD’s judgments, by the hands of enemies, over his own
beloved land and people, that | see thy Zion, O IMMANUEL, thy
beloved Jerusalem, covered over even to the neck, by the
stretching of his wings!” Reader! look at the subject also in a
spiritual sense; and behold how the whole nature of man, as
well as his land, hath been overrun by the great enemy of
souls,; and then think of the mercies wrought by our
IMMANUEL, in having bound the strong man armed, even
Satan, when subduing our nature, and bringing forth our
souls from his captivity! Luke 11:21, 22.

IsAalAH 8:9-10

Associate yourselves, O ye people, and ye shall be broken in
pieces; and give ear, all ye of far countries: gird yourselves, and
ye shall be broken in pieces; gird yourselves, and ye shall be
broken in pieces. (10) Take counsel together, and it shall come to
nought; speak the word, and it shall not stand: for God /s with us.

Here are blessed encouragements given to GopD’s people, in
the midst of impending judgments. It is as if the prophet had
said; “The LorD’s punishment of Judah, as a nation, is
inevitable; it shall come; all attempts to alter his purpose, will
be vain. Look therefore neither to young nor old, to counsel
nor strength, for all will fail; but repose in the LORD. GoD is
with us: He whose name is IMMANUEL, will come in due time.
And in the mean season, as he is to be born of a virgin, and
from among his people; the holy seed, shall be the substance
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thereof,” chap. 6:13. Reader! let you and | always take
comfort, in the worst of times; and under the darkest
dispensations, in the recollection of this. If JEsus be with us,
there is a blessing in it, though our state be as the withered
grape, lsaiah 65:8. Say, as the wife of Manoah: If the LORD
were pleased to kill us, he would not have accepted CHRIST at
our hands; Judges, 13:23. Precious LORD Jesus! it is thou that
art the hope of Israel, and the Saviour thereof, Jeremiah
14:8.

IsaiAH 8:11-16

For the LORD spake thus to me with a strong hand, and instructed
me that | should not walk in the way of this people, saying, (12)
Say ye not, A confederacy, to all them to whom this people shall
say, A confederacy; neither fear ye their fear, nor be afraid. (13)
Sanctify the LORD of hosts himself; and /et him be your fear, and
/et him be your dread. (14) And he shall be for a sanctuary; but
for a stone of stumbling and for a rock of offence to both the
houses of lIsrael, for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of
Jerusalem. (15) And many among them shall stumble, and fall,
and be broken, and be snared, and be taken. (16) Bind up the
testimony, seal the law among my disciples.

| pray the Reader to observe with me, the tender care of Gob
over his people, in times of general calamity. In these verses,
the Prophet is commissioned to comfort the LORD’S mourners;
and a precious word of comfort he gives. The LORD speaking
to the prophet with a strong hand, intimates the strong
impression made on the prophet's mind, by what the LorD
said. As if he had said, “Tell my people, in the midst of those
sinners, not to fear the general tidings of evil, neither shall
they seek to form alliances with any: but let them sanctify me
in their hearts, and make me their fear and their confidence;
and they shall find that the fear of Gop will drive out the fear
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of man, as the fire of the sun will put out the fire of the
hearth; or as the ocean will swallow up all rivers.” Oh! that
GoD’s people, in all ages, were to adopt the same divine plan.
But | beg the Reader not to overlook, in these verses, besides
this general direction, another special mercy marked: | mean
in the features of Him, who is promised as a sanctuary. The
very characters by which he is here revealed most fully point
him out: He who is to be for a sanctuary to his people, is to
be to others, for a stone of stumbling, and for a rock of
offence. Now who can hesitate a moment to discover the
LorD Jesus in these distinguishing characters? If there were
any doubt on this subject, the scriptures of the New
Testament would fully explain it: Simeon was commissioned
by the HoLy GHosT to tell Mary, that Jesus was set for the fall
and rising again of many in Israel, and for a sign which should
be spoken against. Luke 2:34; the Apostle Paul calls JESus
expressly by this name, a stumbling-stone and rock of
offence, Romans 9:33; Peter speaks to the same amount, and
both in reference to this very prophecy, and to another to the
same purport in lIsaiah: compare Isaiah 28:16, with 1 Pet.
2:6-8. Yea, Jesus himself makes reference to the same, in his
conversation with the Jews; and as lIsaiah saith in this
passage, that many among the people of Judah shall stumble
and fall, and be broken,; so CHRIST explains how by falling or
stumbling on this stone, viz. himself, which Gop the FATHER
had laid in Zion, Matthew 21:42-44. And, Reader, mark what
the Prophet saith at the close of this paragraph, at the LoRD’s
command, fo bind up the testimony, and seal the law among
his disciples what can be more gracious, on the part of Gob;
or what more blessed to do, on the part of the believer? Oh!
LorD, help me to have recourse to thy blessed word at all
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times, for the unalterable testimony of thy truth; and in the
experience of it in my own soul, to set to it my poor seal also,
that Gop /s true; John 3:33.

IsalaH 8:17
And I will wait upon the LORD, that hideth his face from the
house of Jacob, and | will look for him.

It should seem that this is the prophet's own testimony and
his own resolution, in the calamitous times coming upon the
church. In the prospect of the coming Saviour, under all
apparently frowning providences, he will still look for smiling
mercy.

IsalAH 8:18

Behold, I and the children whom the LORD hath given me are for
signs and for wonders in Israel from the LORD of hosts, which
dwelleth in mount Zion.

We have authority from the HoLy GHosT, to make application
of these words to the person of the LORD JESUS. Some have
thought that, as the two sons of the prophet Isaiah Shear-
Jashub and Mahershalal-hash-baz, are particularly noticed by
the LoRrD in Isaiah's ministry, the prophet also speaks of them
in this verse; at least, they say, the prophet may he supposed
to speak of them, as well as of CHRIST. But would not this be
sadly to debase the subject, and enervate the scriptures, in
mingling anything, or any person with the LORD JESUS CHRIST?
I take occasion to remark, once for all, in this place, that,
according to my poor humble view of divine things, men
putting several constructions on passages of this kind, as
partly referring to CHRIST, and partly referring to themselves,
or those around them, is not following the steps of the HoLy
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GHOST. It is to Jesus, the one glorious object and head of his
church, all scripture points, and it is in Jesus the whole
centres. We must, in the present instance, refer the whole of
this passage to the LorD JEsus, since the HoLy GHOST, by his
servant the Apostle, hath decidedly said as much. See
Hebrews 2:13. And so again, in one of the Psalms, the sacred
writer, under the spirit of prophecy, thus introduceth the LorRD
CHRIST, saying, / am as a wonder unto many; Psalm 71:7. And
hence a light is thrown over that scripture also of the prophet,
to prove that what was said of Joshua the high-priest, refers
not to Joshua, but to CHRIST; Zechariah 3:8.

IsAalAH 8:19-22

And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have
familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep, and that mutter:
should not a people seek unto their God? for the living to the
dead? (20) To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not
according to this word, /t /s because there /s no light in them. (21)
And they shall pass through it, hardly bestead and hungry: and it
shall come to pass, that when they shall be hungry, they shall fret
themselves, and curse their king and their God, and look upward.
(22) And they shall look unto the earth; and behold trouble and
darkness, dimness of anguish; and they shall be driven to
darkness.

I do not think it needful to detain the Reader with long
observations on this part of the chapter. The advice here
given is to the same amount as the former; the LORD utterly
condemns all seeking, but to himself. In all ages men are
prone to look to anything and everything, for help and
counsel, in their distress, rather than to Gobp. Hence the
wickedness of fortune-tellers and necromancers, and the like.
The LorD hath manifested his displeasure against all of this
kind. And it is only to be lamented, in a land professing the

62



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

gospel of CHRIST, that there should be found a single person
daring enough to take up so infamous a business, or a single
person weak enough to make use of it. The words of this
passage are an unanswerable reply, and refutation to all:
should not a people seek unto their Gob? To be sure they
should: for who but the LorD can teach his people to profit?
Who but Gob can be their help in time of need?

REFLECTIONS

How truly blessed and profitable it is to watch the LorD’s care
over his people! Though in times of general wickedness, the
LORD visits a nation and a kingdom; yet will he take care of
his chosen in the general overthrow. If men will look unto an
arm of flesh, that arm shall be their confusion. But if his
people do but sanctify the LorD GobD in their hearts, then he
will be for a sanctuary; and when he sends troubles and
visitations on the earth, yet like a Father to his children, who
seeth a storm approaching, he brings them into the house
and shuts the door after him, and thus secures them from the
danger; so the LorD saith, Come my people, enter thou into
the chambers of my providence and the covenant of my love,
and shut, thy doors about thee, until the indignation be
overpast. Oh! the love of Gob in CHRIST to his people!

Precious Jesus! | must not close my meditation on this
Chapter, until that I have first bent the knee of my soul in
thanks to thee, thou dear LorRD, that here, as in other portions
of thy blessed word, | discover, that thou who art to me the
Rock of ages, and the rock of my salvation, hast been, in all
ages, to the unbeliever, a stone of stumbling, and a rock
offense. LORD! how is it that thou hast manifested thyself unto
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me, and not unto the world? How is it that thy humiliating
state, thy life of sorrow, and death of shame, should appear
to me so lovely, while it becomes so offensive to others?
Surely it is grace makes all the difference. | should have fallen
on this stone and been broken, as well as thousands have
done, hadst thou not kept me from it! Yea, LORD, there was a
time when | saw no beauty in thee, to desire thee: and art
thou now the altogether lovely, the fairest among ten
thousand! To thee, LorD, be all the praise! | bless thee, my
adorable Redeemer, for that sweet scripture thou hast said,
and left upon record: And blessed is he whosoever shall not
be offended in me!

CHAPTER 9

CONTENTS

Here is another blessed prophecy, full of the LoRrD JESus, and
of gospel mercies, folded up in him. The prophet speaks of
the joy of GoD’s people, when, in the midst of darkness, the
light of CHRIST'S coming shall break in upon them. The
chapter closeth with threatened judgments to the despisers
of his word.

IsAlAH 9:1

Nevertheless the dimness shal/ not be such as was in her
vexation, when at the first he lightly afflicted the land of Zebulun
and the land of Naphtali, and afterward did more grievously afflict
her by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, in Galilee of the
nations.

The opening of this chapter is a continuation of the same
subject as the former. The Church was there said to be in
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darkness. And certainly before the coming of CHRIST, the
darkness was uncommonly great: for from the last prophecy
delivered by Malachi to the hour in which Zechariah
ministered at the altar of incense, there had been no open
visions a period of near 350 years; Luke 1:8 to 11.

ISAIAH 9:2

The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they
that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the
light shined.

This blessed account was fulfilled, when the LORD JESus,
preceded by his herald, John the Baptist, manifested himself
to Israel. The gospel is full of it. Matthew 4:12-16.

IsAalAH 9:3-5

Thou hast multiplied the nation, and not increased the joy: they
joy before thee according to the joy in harvest, and as men rejoice
when they divide the spoil. (4) For thou hast broken the yoke of
his burden, and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor,
as in the day of Midian. (5) For every battle of the warrior /s with
confused noise, and garments rolled in blood; but tAis shall be
with burning and fuel of fire.

The joy here spoken of, is not that carnal joy, which men of
the world are seeking after; but the spiritual joy of grace in
the heart: and the similitude of harvest-men and warriors is
uncommonly beautiful. The husbandman soweth in hope; the
soldier warfares in the same: but the race is not always to the
swift, nor the battle to the strong. The seed sown must pass
under a long and anxious process; and the warrior must go
through a long and painful campaign, before he can cry,
Victory! But the joy of both is great, when the end hath
crowned the action. Such is the joy of the spiritual. When the
LorD hath broken the yoke of sin and Satan, those foes, more
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tremendous than all the host of Midian, and brought the soul
out of prison, and the prison-house; and when this battle of
the warrior, hath been accomplished by the blood of CHRIST
and the fuel of the SpiriT's fire; oh! the joy of the soul in
CHRIST Jesus! The Prophet is here, under the spirit of
prophecy, speaking of those things as already accomplished,
when as yet CHRIST, the sole author and finisher of them, is
not come. But this is among the features of prophecy: for
what shall assuredly come to pass, is in the divine mind as if
already completed. Hence CHRIST, who was to come in the
fulness of time, is called the Lamb slain from the foundation
of the world, Revelation 13:8.

ISAIAH 9:6-7

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace. (7) Of the increase of //s government
and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and
upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment
and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the
LORD of hosts will perform this.

Now comes in that blessed prophecy which hath refreshed the
Church, and will, as long as time shall be, continue to refresh
the Church, in all ages; and which, when compared with the
accomplishment, as far as hath been completed in the person
and work of the LorD Jesus, and which faith is looking forward
to the full completion of, forms one of the most blessed of all
subjects, to call up our love, and contemplation, and praise,
during a whole life of grace, until faith be swallowed up in
glory. Unto us, the Church; a child is born; JESus, in assuming
our nature, takes it up from infancy: for it behoved him in all
things to be made like unto his brethren. And he not only
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came of his own free voluntary will, at the call of Gobp his
FATHER; but He that called him to the service of Mediator,
gave him as, his Son, unto the people. These are united views
(and most blessed views they are, when seen together)
blended in one, of CHRIST, the Redeemer of his people. His
own free-will offering became essentially necessary, to give
value and efficacy to all he wrought and suffered. And the
authority of JEHovAH, in the appointment became equally
necessary for faith to act upon, when pleading the efficacy of
his merits, and propitiation before Gob. The Prophet having
thus introduced him, now gives some of his adorable names,
which, like the beautiful constellation of the heavens,
becomes a cluster of glories all in one, to point out the infinite
loveliness and greatness of his person, and his transcendent
excellencies in all his offices, characters, and relations. It
would take a volume of itself, to set forth the LORD JESuS
under the several names the prophet hath here distinguished
him by; and these are but a few of the numberless precious
names, in which the scriptures reveal CHRIST, by which his
people know him, and make use of him as their daily
necessities and his glory require. His name shall be called
Wonderful, saith the Prophet. But who is able to show, to
what extent it is so? The wonders of his person, as Gob and
as man, and as both, forming, one CHRIST; the wonders of his
essence, nature, and perfections; the wonders of his offices,
characters, and relations; the wonders of his incarnation,
birth, life, ministry, labours, death, resurrection, ascension,
and all the great events he is carrying on now in glory: the
wonders of the redemption he hath wrought, is now
accomplishing, and will accomplish; the wonders of his love,
grace, mercy, and fellowship, in all its heights, and depths,
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and breadths and lengths; the wonders of his saving grace, in
the hearts of men, and in thy heart, my soul, to thee; the
greatest wonder of any, that after so much grace, and mercy,
and thy repeated rebellions, the spark is not extinguished, the
smoking flax is not put out, nor the bruised reed broken;
which all hell is forever trying to accomplish, and thine own
unworthy and unbelieving heart too often joining in the
confederacy to bring to pass! Is not his name wonderful? And
doth not his grace to thee make thee a wonder to thyself, in
consequence of it? Oh! thou wonderful LorD! thou unerring,
faithful, kind, tender counsellor, /in whom are hid all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge! Oh! thou mighty Gob/
thou all-sufficient Jesus! to see the purchase of thy blood, and
thy FATHER'S gift completed and made effectual! Oh! thou
everlasting FATHER! in all things everlasting, in love, in
provision; in care, in security a blessed eternity of all relations
in one art thou, to thy people. And surely thou art the Prince
of peace, for thou hast made our peace by the blood of thy
cross, and hast commanded peace forever Oh! for grace to
know thy name, and by every name to put our trust in thee:
in thy name to rejoice all the day, and in thy righteousness to
make our boast! Surely every thing in thy kingdom must
correspond to the greatness of thy name. It must be an
increasing kingdom, a righteous kingdom, a peaceable
kingdom, a glorious kingdom, yea, an everlasting kingdom,
that shall have no end. Thy FATHER's zeal will take effectual
care of this: for thou layest out all for thy FATHER’S glory; and
the whole purposes of salvation are that Gop in all things may
be glorified through Jesus CHRIST. Oh! for grace to bless a
covenant Gob in CHRrisT, for all these wonders of redemption,
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and now begin the song, which will never end in eternity:
Salvation to Gob and the LavB!

IsAlAH 9:8-12

The Lord sent a word into Jacob, and it hath lighted upon Israel.
(9) And all the people shall know, even Ephraim and the
inhabitant of Samaria, that say in the pride and stoutness of heart,
(10) The bricks are fallen down, but we will build with hewn
stones: the sycomores are cut down, but we will change them into
cedars. (11) Therefore the LORD shall set up the adversaries of
Rezin against him, and join his enemies together; (12) The Syrians
before, and the Philistines behind; and they shall devour Israel
with open mouth. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his
hand /s stretched out still.

What is here said, though it may have a peculiar reference to
the state of the Church in the days of the prophet, is not so
limited, but that it hath respect to the Church in all ages. The
LorD hath sent his word, his redemption, unto his people, and
it hath lighted unto the ends of the earth. But, alas! even to
the present hour, who hath believed over report, may every
servant of the gospel exclaim, and say, and to whom is the
arm of the LORD revealed? Neither judgments nor mercies,
neither prosperous nor humbling providences, though
accompanying the LorD’s word, will procure reverence to the
LorRD’s commands. If the LORD smites in one dispensation, the
proud unhumbled heart will seek comfort from another; and
though the LorD throw down the building sin hath erected,
yet sin will rear another. Hence the Prophet cries out, and
every gracious looker-on joins in the same confession, “This is
the sad cause, why judgments continue, the LORD’S anger is
not removed, but his hand is stretched out still!”

IsalAH 9:13-17
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For the people turneth not unto him that smiteth them, neither do
they seek the LORD of hosts. (14) Therefore the LORD will cut off
from lIsrael head and tail, branch and rush, in one day. (15) The
ancient and honourable, he /s the head; and the prophet that
teacheth lies, he /s the tail. (16) For the leaders of this people
cause them to err; and they that are led of them are destroyed.
(17) Therefore the Lord shall have no joy in their young men,
neither shall have mercy on their fatherless and widows: for every
one /s an hypocrite and an evildoer, and every mouth speaketh
folly. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand /s
stretched out still.

Here is the sad cause of the Prophet's lamentation, and a
miserable close he makes indeed of the sorrowful subject, at
every termination: for the thing explains itself. The LoRD
corrects in mercy; but men regard it not. The LorD humbles
his people, in their houses and families; in their offices and
rank; in their connections and relations; but it is all the same.
Though the lofty be brought down, and the ancient and
honourable be made low; though death enter in at their
windows, and their young men be cut off, and distress follow
the fatherless and widows; the judgments do not reclaim; no
man repenteth him of his wickedness, saying what have |
done? Jesus and his salvation are not sought after, nor
regarded. They refuse to hear the voice of the charmer,
charm he never so wisely! Hence the prophet closeth this
paragraph as the former, and takes up the same woeful
lamentation.

IsAlAH 9:18-21

For wickedness burneth as the fire: it shall devour the briers and
thorns, and shall kindle in the thickets of the forest, and they shall
mount up /ke the lifting up of smoke. (19) Through the wrath of
the LORD of hosts is the land darkened, and the people shall be
as the fuel of the fire: no man shall spare his brother. (20) And he
shall snatch on the right hand, and be hungry; and he shall eat on
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the left hand, and they shall not be satisfied: they shall eat every
man the flesh of his own arm: (21) Manasseh, Ephraim; and
Ephraim, Manasseh: and they together shall be against Judah. For
all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand /s stretched out
still.

If the Reader will compare this chapter in the several parts of
it, with the 26" chapter of Leviticus, he will find a solemn
explanation given of what is here said, and mark the
progression of divine visitations in both. Everything manifests,
that when the LorD smites, it is to reform: and when the
calamities the LorD sends, (as here marked,) are brought to
the highest pitch when men, like an army besieged and
without provision, are reduced to the extremity of eating the
flesh of their own arm: if these awful visitations be
unaccompanied with grace; depend upon it, if the LORD cease
to correct, judgments are at hand. Hence the Prophet again
repeats, as the running lamentation of each distressing view
of the subject, “These are the sad causes of the LORD’s just
anger,” For the people turneth not unto him that smiteth
them, neither do they seek the LORD of hosts!

REFLECTIONS

MY soul! behold in Israel's history, the real history of all men
by nature; and the one universal cause of the LORD’S
controversy with the sons of men. A/l have sinned, and come
short of Gop's glory: And think, my soul, what a mercy it is,
that the LorD doth correct. But for this, there would be no
hope of a reform. One of the most tremendous scriptures, is
that, which the LorRD proclaims concerning the incorrigible,
when giving them up to fulfil the measure of their iniquities:
So will I make my fury toward thee to rest, and my jealousy
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shall depart from thee. LorD! | would say for myself, and for
every poor sinner like myself, give us not up to eat the fruit of
our own devices. It is better to suffer now, than to perish
forever. But oh! accompany thy corrections with thy grace;
and cause thy children to hear the rod, and who hath
appointed it.

Precious Jesus! how blessed is it, under such circumstances,
to look at those sweet promises, which are given in this
chapter concerning thee, and thy great salvation, by whom
alone all deliverances are wrought. Had it not been for thee,
thou gracious glorious LorD! though the LorRD’s anger had
been stretched out to all eternity, not a soul could have found
the possibility of returning to him. His justice must have
burned to the lowest hell: neither could it have been satisfied
forever, Hail! thou almighty Deliverer of thy people! we
welcome thy coming in the name of the LorD! Blessed for
ever be the joyful sound, that unto us a child is born; unto us
a son Is given! Oh! the unspeakable felicity, that zhe
government Is upon thy shoulder; and that all power is thine,
in heaven and in earth. Give then, thou dearest LORD, to thy
people, to know thee, by every endearing name and in every
glorious character. Be thou to me, to each, to all, our
wonderful Counselor, our mighty Gob, our everlasting FATHER,
our Prince of Peace! And since in ourselves, and in all our
circumstances, we are nothing, can do nothing, and by reason
of sin are worse than nothing; oh, LorD, do thou carry on thy
work with power in our souls; and of the increase of thy
government and peace let there be no end. Let it be ever
growing, and still to grow. Give an increase of grace, in every
heart of thy redeemed upon earth. And even when thou shalt
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have brought home thy ransomed from earth to heaven, and
the whole work and glory of redemption is then fully
manifested to be thine; yet, blessed Jesus, even then, when
thou shalt have delivered up the kingdom of thy mediatorial
power, and JEHOVAH in his threefold character of person is
glorified in the salvation of the Church; then, then, thou
adorable Redeemer, thou wilt still, be the glorious Head, and
cause, and source; of all the blessedness of thy Church and
people; and every new gift of felicity they enjoy, they will
enjoy in thee, and from thee, and with thee, and it will be
JEsus, and his church, to be glorious and going on in glory,
forever and forever, Oh! the wonders and blessedness of
salvation in CHRIST!

CHAPTER 10
CONTENTS

The Prophet is here denouncing punishment in the LorD’S
name, to the proud oppressors of his people. In the midst of
which there are several sweet breakings-out of that great
salvation by Jesus, from whence alone the people of Gob can
find deliverance or comfort.

IsaiaAH 10:1-4

Woe unto them that decree unrighteous decrees, and that write
grievousness which they have prescribed; (2) To turn aside the
needy from judgment, and to take away the right from the poor of
my people, that widows may be their prey, and that they may rob
the fatherless! (3) And what will ye do in the day of visitation, and
in the desolation w#hich shall come from far? to whom will ye flee
for help? and where will ye leave your glory? (4) Without me they
shall bow down under the prisoners, and they shall fall under the
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slain. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand /s
stretched out still.

Amidst general sins, with which both the people of Gob, and
the oppressors of the LORD’s people, are said to abound, the
Prophet is pointing to some special instances of the kind,
which marked the higher order, magistrates and rulers.
Against which, the LorD particularly sets his face, assures
them that there will be a day of account, and therefore puts
the question home to their own consciences. Reader, do not
fail to remark how the HoLy GHosT, in all ages, is carrying on
his preparatory work in the heart, by pleading with the sinner
on account of his sin, to plead with him of his want of Jesus.

IsaiAH 10:5-15

O Assyrian, the rod of mine anger, and the staff in their hand is
mine indignation. (6) | will send him against an hypocritical
nation, and against the people of my wrath will 1 give him a
charge, to take the spoil, and to take the prey, and to tread them
down like the mire of the streets. (7) Howbeit he meaneth not so,
neither doth his heart think so; but /z /s in his heart to destroy and
cut off nations not a few. (8) For he saith, Are not my princes
altogether kings? (9) /s not Calno as Carchemish? /s not Hamath
as Arpad? /s not Samaria as Damascus? (10) As my hand hath
found the kingdoms of the idols, and whose graven images did
excel them of Jerusalem and of Samaria; (11) Shall I not, as |
have done unto Samaria and her idols, so do to Jerusalem and her
idols? (12) Wherefore it shall come to pass, that when the Lord
hath performed his whole work upon mount Zion and on
Jerusalem, | will punish the fruit of the stout heart of the king of
Assyria, and the glory of his high looks. (13) For he saith, By the
strength of my hand | have done 7, and by my wisdom; for I am
prudent: and | have removed the bounds of the people, and have
robbed their treasures, and | have put down the inhabitants like a
valiant man: (14) And my hand hath found as a nest the riches of
the people: and as one gathereth eggs that are left, have |
gathered all the earth; and there was none that moved the wing,
or opened the mouth, or peeped. (15) Shall the axe boast itself
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against him that heweth therewith? or shall the saw magnify itself
against him that shaketh it? as if the rod should shake /tse/f
against them that lift it up, or as if the staff should lift up itseff, as
/f it were no wood.

| pray the Reader to remark with me, how the LorD taketh to
himself the whole of the destruction of Judah. If the Assyrian
destroy the kingdom, it is because the LORD hath
commissioned and appointed it. It is the LorD that sends
Assyria against an hypocritical people, even his own people;
and what the Assyrian doth, is because the LorD hath
ordained it. Let the Reader turn to the 36" chapter of this
prophecy, and behold the fulfillment of what is here foretold.
And while he reads the proud boasting of the Assyrian
captain, in his master's name, let him recollect what is here
said by the LorD concerning him. It is always blessed to trace
effects to their causes. And this comparative view will be very
profitable, under divine teaching, to the Reader's mind; for he
will see by the sequel of the history, that though the LoRrD
made the Assyrian his instrument, it was but as his rod to
correct, and not to destroy. The LORD saith in this passage,
that when he hath performed his whole work upon his Church
and people, then shall come the punishment of Assyria, by
whom he accomplisheth his purpose; and like as a father who
corrects his child, when finished, throws the rod away, so
shall the axe, that boasteth itself against him that heweth
with it, be no more. If the Pleader will read the close of the
37™ chapter of Isaiah from the 21% verse to the end, he will
see the accomplishment of what the LorD hath here said.

IsaiAH 10:16-19
Therefore shall the Lord, the Lord of hosts, send among his fat
ones leanness; and under his glory he shall kindle a burning like
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the burning of a fire. (17) And the light of Israel shall be for a fire,
and his Holy One for a flame: and it shall burn and devour his
thorns and his briers in one day; (18) And shall consume the glory
of his forest, and of his fruitful field, both soul and body: and they
shall be as when a standardbearer fainteth. (19) And the rest of
the trees of his forest shall be few, that a child may write them.

In these verses, if I mistake not, the LORD is pointing to the
cause of his mercy to his people, in delivering them from
Assyria. It is not for their righteousness, for the parallel
scripture saith, the LorD doeth it for his own sake, and for his
servant David's sake, chap. 37:35. What is this but Gop’s
grace, in his own covenant-engagements, which he will fulfil,
for his own glorious name's sake, and with an eye to the
salvation by David his Holy One, even the LORD JESUS CHRIST?
Hence therefore, when the pride and fatness of his own
hypocritical people are brought down, and a leanness of soul
is induced, and all their fancied glory done away; as was the
case when king Hezekiah desired the Prophet to lift up a cry
for the remnant that was left; then was the loftiness of man
brought down, and the LorD of hosts alone exalted, in that
day. See chap. 37:1-4. 2:11.

IsalAH 10:20-23

And it shall come to pass in that day, that the remnant of Israel,
and such as are escaped of the house of Jacob, shall no more
again stay upon him that smote them; but shall stay upon the
LORD, the Holy One of lIsrael, in truth. (21) The remnant shall
return, even the remnant of Jacob, unto the mighty God. (22) For
though thy people Israel be as the sand of the sea, yet a remnant
of them shall return: the consumption decreed shall overflow with
righteousness. (23) For the Lord GOD of hosts shall make a
consumption, even determined, in the midst of all the land.

Reader! how blessed is it to discover, here and there, through
all the sacred writings, the outlines of JEsus? It hath the same
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effect as to a thirsty traveler going over some hot burning
sands on a sultry day, when he finds a cooling stream; so
when to the spiritual Reader quest of JEsus; going over the
account of Israel's sins, and their enemies triumphs in
consequence, their salvation by JEsus is brought into the view,
oh! how doth it refresh the soul! How very blessed to this
amount is this portion! Here is the gospel-day first spoken of,
and then the gracious consequences of it. There is still a
remnant in the worst of times, and they shall escape. The
Apostle was commissioned by the HoLy GHOST to preach from
this text, and to leave his sermon in print for the Church's
comfort; and a blessed sermon it is. Gob had promised to
Abraham that in blessing he would bless him, and in
multiplying he would multiply his seed, as the stars of heaven,
and as the sand upon the sea-shore. Well, saith the Apostle,
as the Patriarch was promised it, and as the Prophet predicted
it, so is it come to pass. Reader, turn to the scriptures, and
satisfy yourself on this great point. See Genesis 22:15-18.
Behold CHRIST and his Church here gloriously set forth? Then
read once more what the Prophet hath said in these four
verses: and then turn to Romans 9:27, to the end, for a
beautiful explanation of the whole. There is one circumstance
more to be attended to, in these verses, that | would not wish
the Reader to overlook, and that is, that of the remnant here
spoken of, it is said, they shall no more again stay upon him
that smote them, but shall stay upon the LorD, the HoLy ONE
of lIsrael, in truth. And what can more plainly speak the
blessed effects of grace upon the heart, than when precious
souls of Gob's redeemed are gathered off from all false
refuges of lies, all self-confidences, all self-righteousness; and
are brought to stay themselves wholly upon Him, whose
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name, by way of striking emphasis, is called the LorRD OUR
RIGHTEOUSNESS? Oh! the preciousness of seeing CHRIST SO
pointed out, so fully and sweetly preached by the prophet,
and of being taught by the SpirIT thus to know him, and to
rejoice in him, and to stay our souls upon him! Jeremiah 23:6.
1 Corinthians 1:30, 31. The last verse in this portion is as
awful as the former verses are gracious and consolatory. And
what doth it declare, but what every other portion in the word
of Gop both declares and confirms: Say ye to the righteous, it
shall be well with him: woe unto the wicked, it shall be ill with
him! 1saiah 3:10, 11. Acts 3:23.

IsaiAH 10:24-34

Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD of hosts, O my people that
dwellest in Zion, be not afraid of the Assyrian: he shall smite thee
with a rod, and shall lift up his staff against thee, after the manner
of Egypt. (25) For yet a very little while, and the indignation shall
cease, and mine anger in their destruction. (26) And the LORD of
hosts shall stir up a scourge for him according to the slaughter of
Midian at the rock of Oreb: and as his rod was upon the sea, so
shall he lift it up after the manner of Egypt. (27) And it shall come
to pass in that day, that his burden shall be taken away from off
thy shoulder, and his yoke from off thy neck, and the yoke shall
be destroyed because of the anointing. (28) He is come to Aiath,
he is passed to Migron; at Michmash he hath laid up his carriages:
(29) They are gone over the passage: they have taken up their
lodging at Geba; Ramah is afraid; Gibeah of Saul is fled. (30) Lift
up thy voice, O daughter of Gallim: cause it to be heard unto
Laish, O poor Anathoth. (31) Madmenah is removed; the
inhabitants of Gebim gather themselves to flee. (32) As yet shall
he remain at Nob that day: he shall shake his hand against the
mount of the daughter of Zion, the hill of Jerusalem. (33) Behold,
the Lord, the LORD of hosts, shall lop the bough with terror: and
the high ones of stature shall be hewn down, and the haughty
shall be humbled. (34) And he shall cut down the thickets of the
forest with iron, and Lebanon shall fall by a mighty one.
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I do not think it necessary to swell the page of my
Commentary, by making particular observations on this
passage. What might be said here, may be said, and hath
been indeed said often, and one general remark will suit all.
The Reader wilt observe, that what is here said by a gracious
LoRD, is continually said by him to comfort his people, under
their exercises and sufferings. Their own backslidings correct
them, and their own transgressions bring the rods of
Assyrians upon them. But though corrected, it is but in
measure; though cast down, they are not cast off; though
persecuted, yet not forsaken. In JEsus they are taken into
covenant with Gob, and therefore there is still one invariable,
unceasing love of Gob to their persons, while to their sins, the
LorD manifests displeasure. Reader! look over this portion in
the chapter with this view, and it will be blessed. Oh! the
felicity of perceiving Jesus in all; whose rich salvation runs
through all. Blessed, forever blessed be Gob, for JEsus CHRIST!

REFLECTIONS

READER! hath it ever struck you, when at anytime perusing
the judgments of Gob upon a guilty land, as set forth in this
chapter, how awful the state of those must be, whom the
LorD appoints for the correction of his people? Like the
Assyrian here spoken of, all of this description are only
commissioned to correct, not to destroy. They are by the
LorD’s bridle in their jaws, but the kindliest ministers for good
and not evil. And had the children of Gob but light enough
during the dark hour, to see the limits of their chain, how
different would be their views of Gobp’s people, and of the
divine love in sending them. Howbeit, they mean not so,
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neither do their hearts think so, for their wish is to destroy:
but Jesus appoints, overlooks, regulates, restrains, and brings
about his blessed purposes, in all. How sweet the thought!

My soul! bless thy LorD for this most precious scripture! The
remnant of Israel is still on the earth. It is in the midst of
many people, as a dew from the LorRD, as the showers upon
the grass! See to it, my soul, that thou hast the gracious
marks here set down: They stay no more upon him that
smote them. They look not for salvation from an arm of flesh.
Thy false confidences, and false supports have too often, my
soul, like the reeds of Egypt, pierced thee through with many
sorrows. Surely thou art looking no more to the works of thine
hands, not saying to them, Ye are my god; for in JEsus alone
the fatherless findeth mercy! See to it, that thou art now
finally, fully, and completely returned, among the remnant of
Jacob, unto Jacob's mighty Gob, and staying thyself in truth
upon the LorD, the HoLy ONE of Israel. Oh! for grace to call
heaven and earth to witness, that He, and He only is
JEHOVAH'S CHRIST, is thy CHRIST; and the FATHER'S chosen, thy
chosen: so shalt thou never be confounded nor ashamed,
world without end.

CHAPTER 11

CONTENTS

This Chapter is in part a prophecy concerning CHRIST. [t
contains an account of his stock, and the features of his
person, the wonders of his redemption, in the call of the
Gentiles, and the restoration of the Jews.
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IsalaAH 11:1
And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a
Branch shall grow out of his roots:

The HoLy GHosT had before sent a message to the church by
the Prophet, to tell them that the wonderful Person, the
Messiah they had been so long taught to expect, should be
born of a virgin, with some leading marks of his character;
but now the Prophet is commissioned to tell the church, that
he should spring from the stock of David. And to manifest his
humbleness, he is to come but as a small rod from a stem;
and from Jesse he is rather said to arise than from David,
Jesse's son. For Jesse lived and died in obscurity. The Prophet
adds that he shall be a branch, a Netzer, so is the word, which
though in the events of his coming, he would be beautiful and
glorious, yet, in the view of many, but as the despised
Nazarene. Oh! how truly lovely is every account of Jesus!
Reader, consult those scriptures, Revelation 22:16. Matthew
2:23. Revelation 5:5. Isaiah 4:2. Acts 13:22, 23.

IsAalAH 11:2

And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the
spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD;

What a blessed confirmation of the truth of this prophecy, and
of the person of CHRIST, was the descent of the HoLy GHOST,
at the river Jordan! John the Baptist was before instructed by
this very thing how he should know CHRIST. See Matthew
3:16. John 1:29-34. And, Reader, do remark farther, how
delightful the Prophet's expression is, that the SprIRIT of
JEHOVAH should rest upon him. For the SPIRIT was not given to
our CHRIST by measure, as to his servants. Do not overlook
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this, but consult those sweet scriptures, which unfold and
confirm it, Isaiah 61:1. with Luke 4:18. John 3:34. | stay not
to enlarge upon the several qualifications of our LORD in his
office-character, by the sevenfold gifts of the SPIRIT here
enumerated; it will be sufficient to remark that the human
nature of CHRIST was anointed with super-eminent grace, and
a fulness to fit him for the great work of redemption, JEHOVAH
called him to perform, and engaged to qualify him for. Psalm
45:6, 7. Colossians 1:14. 2:9.

IsaiaAH 11:3-4

And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the
LORD: and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither
reprove after the hearing of his ears: (4) But with righteousness
shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of
the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.

In the Hebrew the quick wunderstanding seems more
particularly to apply to the sense of smelling,; intimating that
the perception of CHRIST should be peculiarly so, and totally
different from all others. Let the Reader look into the gospel,
and mark the numberless instances in the ministry of JEsSus, in
his discerning the thoughts of the heart: John 2:24, 25.
Revelation 2:23. And what a lovely testimony the Prophet
adds of this, when saying, that he shall not judge after the
sight of his eyes: to show that he forms not his standard of
decision by what men say, or by the outward appearance of
things, as earthly judges do, and indeed can do no other. But
his judgment shall be, because he readeth the heart. How
sweet the thought, to his poor, and to his meek in the earth!
Think of it, | beseech you, ye that are poor and exercised;
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and let this precious view of your JEsus always bring comfort
with it!

IsAlAH 11:5
And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness
the girdle of his reins.

| beg the Reader to say, if it be not so, whether these divine
perfections of our LORD were not introduced here in order that
his people might behold in them their perfect security? And as
a man's girdle goeth round the whole loins, and may be laid
hold of behind or before; so the figure is beautifully chosen,
to teach a poor trembling believer, who fears to come before
the face of the LorD by reason of any renewed transgression;
or if, in return to his prayer, the LOrRD seemeth to turn the
back and not the face; in either case, and in every case, he is
commanded by faith to lay hold of the girdle of CHRIST’s loins,
encircled as it is with righteousness and faithfulness. Isaiah
51:8. Psalm 89:27 to 35.

IsAalAH 11:6-9

The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie
down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling
together; and a little child shall lead them. (7) And the cow and
the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and
the lion shall eat straw like the ox. (8) And the sucking child shall
play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his
hand on the cockatrice’ den. (9) They shall not hurt nor destroy in
all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge
of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.

Spiritual blessings are promised, under figurative expressions.
Such are the Dblessed effects introduced into the
circumstances of mankind by the gospel of CHRIsT, that, like
the beasts of the forest tamed and brought under order, the
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passions of our fallen nature shall be regulated and
restrained. A /ittle child shall lead them; that is, the LORD’S
people shall be so much under the blessed influence of grace
in the heart, that they will need nothing of human learning to
guide them. And was not this prophecy fulfilled in the days of
the gospel, when Mary became the first preacher of the
resurrection? Angels brought the tidings to the women; and
they, and not the apostles, first spread it abroad.

IsaiAH 11:10-16

And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand
for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his
rest shall be glorious. (11) And it shall come to pass in that day,
that the Lord shall set his hand again the second time to recover
the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and
from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam,
and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the
sea. (12) And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall
assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed
of Judah from the four corners of the earth. (13) The envy also of
Ephraim shall depart, and the adversaries of Judah shall be cut
off: Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex
Ephraim. (14) But they shall fly upon the shoulders of the
Philistines toward the west; they shall spoil them of the east
together: they shall lay their hand upon Edom and Moab; and the
children of Ammon shall obey them. (15) And the LORD shall
utterly destroy the tongue of the Egyptian sea; and with his
mighty wind shall he shake his hand over the river, and shall smite
it in the seven streams, and make /men go over dryshod. (16) And
there shall be an highway for the remnant of his people, which
shall be left, from Assyria; like as it was to Israel in the day that
he came up out of the land of Egypt.

How blessed is the account here given of the Gentile church.
To this same root of Jesse, meaning CHRIST, shall the Gentiles
seek. And that we might not lose sight of our elder brethren,
the Jews, the LorRD here promiseth to lay his hand the second
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time, to recover them. The interests of both shall be
interwoven, and ultimately bound up together. So very
powerfully will the LorD work in the accomplishment, that all
the seven streams of the Nile, yea, if Jordan or Euphrates
were in the way; all should be dried up, and cease to flow,
rather than the streams of that river, even the gospel, which
maketh glad the city of Gop, should have the tide of its
blessings stopped; by which salvation is made known, and
rendered effectual to the LOrRD’S people. Think, Reader, what
overwhelming blessings flow in, with Jesus, upon the soul? If
the Red Sea dried up to open a passage to Israel, how shall
not the redeemed go over dryshod, to whom Jesus hath
opened a new and living way by his blood? Exodus 14:29.

REFLECTIONS

PRECIOUS Jesus! was the prophet commissioned to bring the
Church acquainted with thy nature, according to the flesh?
Didst thou indeed come forth as rod out of the stem of Jesse,
and as branch out of his roots? Then art thou of my own
nature; bone of my bone, and flesh of my flesh. Oh! thou
Plant of renown! its thy person, work, righteousness, in the
whole of thy redemption, thou art the LorD our Gob; thou;
even thou, hast wrought our salvation for us, and salvation in
us: surely, blessed Jesus, thou art all thy people need, and all
they can enjoy, in life, in death, in time, and to all eternity!
Oh! for a portion of that SpIRIT which rested upon thee, and
which thou impartest to thy people, according to the measure
of the gift of CHRiST! For this will induce all those blessed
effects of thy gracious gospel, when the corrupt passions of
men shall be brought under the sweet influences of grace and
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nothing shall then hurt or destroy, in all thine holy mountain!,
Blessed LoRrD! hasten thy glorious purposes concerning thy
kingdom! Oh! when shall the hour dawn upon a sinful, dark,
and degenerate world, when the LorD will set his hand the
second time, to recover the remnant of his people? When wilt
the time come, that men shall break their swords into
ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks? Hasten,
blessed LorD, the triumphs of thy kingdom! Cut short thy
work, in righteousness, thou that art mighty to save: and let
that precious promise be fulfilled; when Israel shall be the
third with Egypt and with Assyria, even a blessing in the midst
of the land. Oh! LorD of hosts, bless, as thou hast said,
saying; Blessed be Egypt, my people, and Assyria, the work of
mine hands, and Israel, mine inheritance?

CHAPTER 12

CONTENTS

A gospel song of the triumphs of CHRIST, and the church’s
triumphs in him: suited for all ages, for the whole of CHRIST'S
body, in one collected mass, and for each individual.

IsalAH 12:1

And in that day thou shalt say, O LORD, I will praise thee: though
thou wast angry with me, thine anger is turned away, and thou
comfortedst me.

Reader! do not forget, that the day uniformly spoken of is the
gospel day; the day of Jesus, and his salvation. And therefore,
in every heart made blessed in that day by regeneration, a
view of past sin, deserving Gob’s just anger, and a conscious
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sense of redemption by the LoORD JESuS, puts a new song in
the mouth, and holy joy in the heart. Such was the joy of
Zaccheas, when Jesus declared to him, 7his day is salvation
come to this house! Luke 19:9.

IsAlAH 12:2

Behold, God /s my salvation; | will trust, and not be afraid: for the
LORD JEHOVAH /s my strength and my song; he also is become
my salvation.

Reader! take especial notice of what the hymn expresseth;
namely, that the LORD GobD is the sinner's salvation. It is not
enough to say, or sing, that the LorD hath brought us to
salvation, but that he himself is our salvation; not that we
have salvation from him, but salvation in him. He himself is
the whole of it. Reader! observe the twofold name upon this
occasion; JAH, and JEHOVAH. | do not presume to say as much,
but may it not, with reverence, be asked, Is it not to intimate
the whole persons of the GODHEAD, FATHER, SON, and HoLy
GHosT, as Gob, and Jesus JEHovAH as Mediator? And how can
any child of Gob who sings this song with the Spirit, and the
understanding also, say otherwise, than / will trust and not be
afraid? What can they have to fear, who have JEHOVAH in his
threefold character of person for their salvation?

IsAalAH 12:3
Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of
salvation.

There is a great beauty in some of our old Bibles, which
express this phrase of drawing water, as if it were out of the
wells of the Saviour. Everything of grace is fetched by faith
from CHRIST, and is in CHRIST. Ordinances are nothing without
Jesus; and it is CHRIST himself; and not means of grace,
however pure they are in themselves, that are the fountain
and well of the soul. Hence the Church sings: A fountain of
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gardens, a well of living waters, and streams from Lebanon is
my beloved! Song Of Solomon 4:15. Hence also, JEsus to the
Samaritan woman, said, that the water he gave, should be in
his people, a well of living water, springing up into everiasting
life! John 4:14.

IsalAH 12:4-5

And in that day shall ye say, Praise the LORD, call upon his name,
declare his doings among the people, make mention that his name
is exalted. (5) Sing unto the LORD; for he hath done excellent
things: this /s known in all the earth.

Here the whole Church is supposed as engaged in this hymn
of praise. In the former part, it was the song of one: / will
praise thee. In this, it is, Praise ye the Lord. And they are not
only praising JEHOVAH in songs of redemption themselves, but
stirring up all others to the same devout and becoming
exercises. Everything forms motives to praise JEHOVAH'S glory
in himself; JEHOVAH's glory in giving grace to his people; all,
and every view of him, in the excellent things he hath done,
demands the tribute of thanksgiving: and this /s known in all
the earth! Reader! think how wretched must that soul be, and
how much the harp of melody in his own heart must be out of
tune, that can find no cause in himself and his own
experience to join the chorus!

IsAlAH 12:6
Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for great /s the Holy
One of Israel in the midst of thee.

This is a beautiful close to this rapturous gospel song. And let
the Reader observe that expression, which tells the cause for
which such shoutings of holy joy are to go forth; because
great is the HoLy ONE of Israel in the midst of his people. Not
only great, and glorious, is JEHOVAH in Aimself; but great, and
gracious also, in them. This is the blessed and additional
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cause of joy. And some have observed, and very properly too
is the observation made, that as the word which is translated
inhabitant, might have been rendered /nhabitress, meaning
the Church, and the females of Zion; here is a call upon both
sexes, as well as all ranks and orders, to join in the chorus, as
the Psalmist in one of the Hallelujah Psalms, expresseth it: Let
both young men and maidens,; old men and children, let all
praise the name of the LorD, for his name alone is excellent;
and his glory is above the earth and heaven, Psalm 148:12,
13.

REFLECTIONS

MY soul! how art thou tuned in heart to sing this sweet song
of the Church, and to join thy feeble note in the hymn of
salvation, with all the LorD’s redeemed ones? Surely none can
be more conscious than thou art, that out of CHRIST, JEHOVAH'S
anger must forever burn against the sin and rebellion of thy
nature; and if the LorD'S anger be turned away, and he
comforteth thee; is not this in JEsus, and by Jesus, and for the
alone sake of Jesus? And canst thou not, my soul, look up,
and say with the Church, both above and below, Behold, Gop
/s my salvation? For is not Jesus the almighty deliverer, by his
blood and righteousness, from sin and sorrow, to holiness and
joy? lIs it not his holy hand, and his glorious arm, that hath
gotten himself the victory? Did not Gob the FATHER graciously
devise it; and Gob the SoN purchase it; and Gob the HoLy
GHosT make application of it to thy wants and circumstances?
And conscious of thy personal interest in it, wilt thou not
shout aloud, and, say; Behold, Gob /s my salvation I will trust
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and not be afraid, for the LORD JEHOVAH /s my strength and my
song, he also is become my salvation!

And wilt thou not then, my soul, continually be drawing water
from, the wells of salvation? Jesus himself is the well, even
the well of living water, of which whosoever drinketh, shall
live for ever. And he, is an open well, a fountain not sealed to
all his redeemed. Here life is found for quickening sinners,
and for maintaining the life given to the languishing and dying
frames of his saints. LORD! to these wells of salvation, even to
thyself, blessed Jesus, would | pray for grace, daily, hourly to
come; that by the wells of thy word, and in ordinances, by the
influence of thine HoLy SpirIT, my soul may be like a watered
garden from day to day, whose waters fail not: that JEsus
may keep alive the grace he hath given, revive it when
decayed, refresh it when languishing, and preserve it and
perfect it unto life eternal. Oh! for grace thus to come, and to
call others to come, and that the fathers unto the children,
may declare his truth. Hither, ye poor, thirsty, famishing
sinners, hither come to Jesus, the well of salvation, and draw
no longer from the pools of your own righteousness! In JEsus
alone the thirst of the soul finds satisfaction; and whosoever
drinketh of him shall never thirst, but Jesus will be in him a
well of water, springing up into everlasting life. Amen.

CHAPTER 13
CONTENTS

We have a prophecy concerning the destruction of Babylon,
and the LorDp, for the comfort of the Church, causeth his

90



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

servant to make it known, and the powers by whom he would
accomplish it, even the Medes and Persians.

IsalAH 13:1
The burden of Babylon, which Isaiah the son of Amoz did see.

| pray the Reader to remark, with me, at the opening of this
chapter, that from this part of the prophet's writings, a new
subject seems to open: the prophet begins, what he calls
burdens. Hence we have, in several successive chapters after
this burden of Babylon, the burden of Moab, and the burden
of Damascus, and the burden of Egypt, and the like. But the
history of those nations is no farther entered into, than as
they minister to the Church, either in persecuting the Church,
or becoming instruments to her prosperity, according to the
sovereign will and appointment of Gob. Although rone of
them thought so: neither did their heart intend it: yet to this
little handful of people, this Church, this portion of the LOrRD
JEsus, they all ministered; and every monarchy of the earth
rose, or fell, as should bring about the LORD’'S purposes
concerning Zion. | would beg the Reader to keep this in view
while reading the history of men and nations; yea, even in
modern times, as well as in the ages that are past, he will
find, that for the salvation and preservation of Gop’s Israel, all
the nations of the earth are formed; and that they are moved
about and directed to this one purpose only. Here the LORD
begins with Babylon, in the threatened desolations which
should overtake that nation. The things predicted were not to
be accomplished for more than a hundred years; and during
that time, the LoORD’s Israel was to go into captivity in
Babylon, and seventy years were to be accomplished upon
them. But in the mean time, the LorD will comfort his people
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with his promises. Reader! mark this! Is it not most blessed,
and most gracious in the LorD, if, when at any time he is
about to correct them for their transgressions, he pours in his
consolations before? Do you know anything of this kind in
your own exercises?

IsaiAH 13:2-10

Lift ye up a banner upon the high mountain, exalt the voice unto
them, shake the hand, that they may go into the gates of the
nobles. (3) I have commanded my sanctified ones, | have also
called my mighty ones for mine anger, even them that rejoice in
my highness. (4) The noise of a multitude in the mountains, like
as of a great people; a tumultuous noise of the kingdoms of
nations gathered together: the LORD of hosts mustereth the host
of the battle. (5) They come from a far country, from the end of
heaven, even the LORD, and the weapons of his indignation, to
destroy the whole land. (6) Howl ye; for the day of the LORD /s at
hand; it shall come as a destruction from the Almighty. (7)
Therefore shall all hands be faint, and every man’s heart shall
melt: (8) And they shall be afraid: pangs and sorrows shall take
hold of them; they shall be in pain as a woman that travaileth:
they shall be amazed one at another; their faces shall be as
flames. (9) Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, cruel both with
wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land desolate: and he shall
destroy the sinners thereof out of it. (10) For the stars of heaven
and the constellations thereof shall not give their light: the sun
shall be darkened in his going forth, and the moon shall not cause
her light to shine.

In the figurative language of prophecy, the LORD describes the
destruction of Babylon. The army that shall come against
Babylon, the LorD calls his sanctified ones, and his mighty
ones. By sanctified, we must not, as we are very apt to do,
suppose is meant Gob’s Aoly ones; but only such as the LorRD
hath set apart, and appointed to this service. The word
sanctified, doth not always mean holy. The army by which, as
the LoRD’s instruments, the LorD would destroy Babylon, were
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no more holy than the Babylon to be destroyed. Babylon was
now, by the LORD'S appointment, to take his people into
captivity, and afflict them. But Babylon, after that is over,
shall be accounted with, and be herself ruined. Hence
therefore, the LorD sends by whom he will send, and when he
is pleased to correct his whole Church, or any one individual
of that Church, the rod the LorD corrects with, shall, when he
hath finished the correction, be thrown away. Reader! mark
this observation for present times, as well as those that are
past, for it will be found uniformly true. If the Reader will
compare what is said in this chapter, with what the LorD hath
said in another part of lIsaiah's prophecy, he will find a
beautiful and striking correspondence. See Isaiah 45:1-4.

IsAlAH 13:11-12

And | will punish the world for their evil, and the wicked for their
iniquity; and I will cause the arrogancy of the proud to cease, and
will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible. (12) | will make a man
more precious than fine gold; even a man than the golden wedge
of Ophir.

I know that I am singular in my views of this sweet portion,
which comes in between what went before, and what follows
after these verses: at least | have never seen the writings of
any Commentator, who doth not apply these verses, as the
former, to the subject of Babylon's destruction; as if from the
greatness of the slaughter which would take place in the fall
of Babylon, men would become so scarce, as that one only
would be more precious than gold. But, with all humble
submission, | would say, that | cannot help reading these two
verses as in parentheses; as if in the midst of judgment, the
LorD remembered mercy; and while speaking of the dreadful
punishment which should take place for sin, the LORD pointed
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to his dear Son, as the one only source from whence a whole
world of evil should find mercy. Surely, it is from JEsus alone,
and by his gracious interposition, that the earth stands. And
therefore, why may not the LORD be supposed to be saying by
these verses; when | have punished, and am punishing the
world, for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity, and
have caused the arrogancy of the proud to cease; then shall
my people look unto Him whom they have pierced, and
mourn; and then shall the Man, CHRIST, my fellow, be more
precious than fine gold: even this one identical Man, the LORD
our righteousness, than the golden wedge of Ophir. Reader,
remember, | do not presume to say that such is the
interpretation of the passage: but if | err, may the LORD
forgive my error: | confess that the very thought refresheth
my soul. And the passage, seen in this point of view, in the
midst of Babylon's burden, is not unlike some sweet herbage,
or some cooling stream, found in the midst of the desert,
where all around is a heath, or a dreary prospect.

IsaiAH 13:13-18

Therefore | will shake the heavens, and the earth shall remove
out of her place, in the wrath of the LORD of hosts, and in the day
of his fierce anger. (14) And it shall be as the chased roe, and as
a sheep that no man taketh up: they shall every man turn to his
own people, and flee every one into his own land. (15) Every one
that is found shall be thrust through; and every one that is joined
unto them shall fall by the sword. (16) Their children also shall be
dashed to pieces before their eyes; their houses shall be spoiled,
and their wives ravished. (17) Behold, | will stir up the Medes
against them, which shall not regard silver; and as for gold, they
shall not delight in it. (18) 7heir bows also shall dash the young
men to pieces; and they shall have no pity on the fruit of the
womb; their eye shall not spare children.
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In these verses we have a continuation of the subject
concerning the destruction of Babylon, with the effects to
be wrought by it on all the people. And, what is very
observable, so hardened against all impressions of mercy
shall be the enemies of Babylon, that, contrary to the usage
of armies, this army shall totally disregard plunder. They are
not fighting for silver nor gold: they are the LORD’S
instruments of destruction; and as such, their minds are all
instinctively directed to the accomplishment of this one
purpose. Probably in answer to the prayers of his people,
who cried to him under the oppression of Babylon. Let the
Reader consult to this purpose those scriptures, and then
judge: Lamentations 4:21, 22. Psalm 137 throughout.

IsAalAH 13:19-22

And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees’
excellency, shall be as when God overthrew Sodom and
Gomorrah. (20) It shall never be inhabited, neither shall it be
dwelt in from generation to generation: neither shall the Arabian
pitch tent there; neither shall the shepherds make their fold there.
(21) But wild beasts of the desert shall lie there; and their houses
shall be full of doleful creatures; and owls shall dwell there, and
satyrs shall dance there. (22) And the wild beasts of the islands
shall cry in their desolate houses, and dragons in their pleasant
palaces: and her time /s near to come, and her days shall not be
prolonged.

| pray the Reader to read this prophecy very attentively, and
mark well the awful destruction threatened. Sodom and
Gomorrah were destroyed in a day; and Babylon in a night. In
the same moment when Belshazzar was rioting, came his
death. Daniel 5:30. The glory of Babylon is not only related by
profane historians to have been the greatest of all
monarchies; but sacred scripture makes mention of it as such.
Thou saidst (saith the LoRD) / shall be a lady for ever; | shall
not sit as a widow, neither shall 1 know the loss of children:
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but these two things shall come upon thee in a moment, in
one aay, the loss of children, and widowhood. See lsaiah
47:5 to the end; and the accomplishment, Daniel 5:31. And
what is yet, if possible, more remarkable in the fulfillment of
this prophecy, is the astonishing overthrow. All conquerors,
when they subjugate kingdoms, conquer them to possess
them; and the more splendid they are, the more they delight
in their conquests. But concerning Babylon, the LOrRD had
said, 7t should never be inhabited, nor awelt in from
generation to generation, unless by doleful creatures, satyrs,
and beasts of the desert; and this was literally fulfilled: for
historians who have visited Babylon, all agree in one report,
that the very spot where it stood, though in its splendour it
covered over thirty miles in breadth; cannot now be
ascertained. None indeed have ventured to explore the
interior parts of it, on account of the beasts of prey, and
serpents which dwell in it. There is one thought more, which
this prophecy, connected with its accomplishment, furnisheth;
and that is the view winch the gospel hath taken of it, when
speaking of it as a type of the utter destruction of Babylon
under the New Testament dispensation. If the Reader will
consult Revelation 17 and 18 and compare them with this
prophecy, and the passage already referred to, Isaiah 47:5 to
the end, he will find abundant matter to furnish him with
subjects of the most improving nature.—l only add, as a
finishing comment on the whole, when the Reader hath made
his own observations upon these solemn scriptures, looking
up to Gob the HoLy GHosT for instructions to improve the
whole to the divine glory, and his own happiness, | beg of
him to look into the human heart, yea, into his own, and see
whether, by the fall of man, there is not a similar ruin
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induced, so that the heart which was once the temple of the
living Gob, is now become the habitation of corrupt passions,
like dragons and beasts of prey? Oh! the state, the fallen
state of fallen man!

REFLECTIONS

READER! we have been now attending to the inspired
penman's account of the burden of Babylon. And we who live
in gospel days, have lived to see the accomplishment of Gob’s
denunciation against that devoted kingdom. Here let as
ponder well the solemn subject; for it is a very solemn one.
Think not, Reader, that the subject is remote, and the history
one in which you and | have no concern. Indeed, indeed we
have the highest concern. For as Babylon became the den of
dragons, which was once the glory of kingdoms, and the
beauty of the Chaldees excellency; so our corrupt and fallen
nature, is become the habitation of every unclean and corrupt
affection, which was once beautiful and lovely. And unless
this nature be changed by sovereign grace, and the heart,
which is now like a cage of unclean birds and beasts of prey,
be made once more the habitation of Gob through the SpIRIT;
how shall we ever, see the face of Gob in glory, or be
recovered to our original happiness?

Precious Jesus! now doth every view of our nature, and the
miseries of it, tend to endear thee to the heart, and to bring
home the vast, the infinite importance of thy salvation? Oh!
thou purifier of our lost nature! Oh! thou almighty Jesus! thou
canst cleanse, and thou wilt cleanse by thy blood, the souls
and bodies of thy people! Yes! blessed Jesus, in thee, and by
thee, they shall be restored, yea, more than restored, to their
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original purity and holiness. Thou wilt drive out the strong
man armed, and subdue all our sins, under thee. Yea, the
GoD of peace will bruise Satan under our feet shortly. Hail,
thou glorious restorer of all our waste places! Hail, thou
blessed EMMANUEL, who hast redeemed us to Gob by thy
blood. Ere long thou wilt take home thy Church to thine
eternal kingdom, and present it to thyself, a glorious church,
not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that it shall
be holy and without blemish. Amen.

CHAPTER 14

CONTENTS

This chapter is explanatory of the former. The LORD showeth
the causes of Babylon's ruin, to avenge the cause of his
people, and to punish their enemies.

IsAlAH 14:1

For the LORD will have mercy on Jacob, and will yet choose lIsrael,
and set them in their own land: and the strangers shall be joined
with them, and they shall cleave to the house of Jacob.

What a beautiful opening is here! And now while we are
enabled to read the prophecies, unfolded and fulfilled in
CHrIST, how is the whole explained to our clearest
apprehension! Reader! though the final accomplishment of
this prophecy refers to the restoration of the Jews, when all
the Gentiles shall be gathered in, yet the LORD’'S mercy to his
people, whom he foreknew, is all along carried on, from age
to age, in the Church, and is uniformly spoken of as the one
great object of his providence and grace!
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IsAalAH 14:2-27

And the people shall take them, and bring them to their place:
and the house of Israel shall possess them in the land of the
LORD for servants and handmaids: and they shall take them
captives, whose captives they were; and they shall rule over their
oppressors. (3) And it shall come to pass in the day that the LORD
shall give thee rest from thy sorrow, and from thy fear, and from
the hard bondage wherein thou wast made to serve, (4) That thou
shalt take up this proverb against the king of Babylon, and say,
How hath the oppressor ceased! the golden city ceased! (5) The
LORD hath broken the staff of the wicked, and the sceptre of the
rulers. (6) He who smote the people in wrath with a continual
stroke, he that ruled the nations in anger, is persecuted, and none
hindereth. (7) The whole earth is at rest, and is quiet: they break
forth into singing. (8) Yea, the fir trees rejoice at thee, and the
cedars of Lebanon, saying, Since thou art laid down, no feller is
come up against us. (9) Hell from beneath is moved for thee to
meet thee at thy coming: it stirreth up the dead for thee, even all
the chief ones of the earth; it hath raised up from their thrones all
the kings of the nations. (10) All they shall speak and say unto
thee, Art thou also become weak as we? art thou become like
unto us? (11) Thy pomp is brought down to the grave, and the
noise of thy viols: the worm is spread under thee, and the worms
cover thee. (12) How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son
of the morning! Aow art thou cut down to the ground, which didst
weaken the nations! (13) For thou hast said in thine heart, | will
ascend into heaven, | will exalt my throne above the stars of God:
I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of
the north: (14) I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will
be like the most High. (15) Yet thou shalt be brought down to
hell, to the sides of the pit. (16) They that see thee shall narrowly
look upon thee, and consider thee, saying, /s this the man that
made the earth to tremble, that did shake kingdoms; (17) 7hat
made the world as a wilderness, and destroyed the cities thereof;
that opened not the house of his prisoners? (18) All the kings of
the nations, even all of them, lie in glory, every one in his own
house. (19) But thou art cast out of thy grave like an abominable
branch, and as the raiment of those that are slain, thrust through
with a sword, that go down to the stones of the pit; as a carcase
trodden under feet. (20) Thou shalt not be joined with them in
burial, because thou hast destroyed thy land, and slain thy
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people: the seed of evildoers shall never be renowned. (21)
Prepare slaughter for his children for the iniquity of their fathers;
that they do not rise, nor possess the land, nor fill the face of the
world with cities. (22) For | will rise up against them, saith the
LORD of hosts, and cut off from Babylon the name, and remnant,
and son, and nephew, saith the LORD. (23) | will also make it a
possession for the bittern, and pools of water: and | will sweep it
with the besom of destruction, saith the LORD of hosts. (24) The
LORD of hosts hath sworn, saying, Surely as | have thought, so
shall it come to pass; and as | have purposed, so shall it stand:
(25) That | will break the Assyrian in my land, and upon my
mountains tread him under foot: then shall his yoke depart from
off them, and his burden depart from off their shoulders. (26) This
/s the purpose that is purposed upon the whole earth: and this /s
the hand that is stretched out upon all the nations. (27) For the
LORD of hosts hath purposed, and who shall disannul /2 and his
hand /s stretched out, and who shall turn it back?

I do not interrupt the reading through this long chain of the
most wonderful events, because it forms one grand whole.
The destruction which will ultimately fall upon the enemies of
Gobp and of his CHRrIST, and the triumphs of the Church, are
here set forth, under very strong and figurative expressions. |
cannot improve upon them, by attempting to represent the
truth in stronger language, than is here made use of; for
nothing indeed can exceed it. But what | particularly beg the
Reader, with me, to remark is, that what the Prophet had
before said, is here completely fulfilled: Say ye to the
righteous, that it shall be well with him.: woe unto the wicked,
it shall be ill with him! 1saiah 3:10, 11.

IsalAH 14:28-31

In the year that king Ahaz died was this burden. (29) Rejoice not
thou, whole Palestina, because the rod of him that smote thee is
broken: for out of the serpent’s root shall come forth a cockatrice,
and his fruit shall be a fiery flying serpent. (30) And the firstborn
of the poor shall feed, and the needy shall lie down in safety: and
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I will kill thy root with famine, and he shall slay thy remnant. (31)
Howl, O gate; cry, O city; thou, whole Palestina, art dissolved: for
there shall come from the north a smoke, and none shall be alone
in his appointed times.

The date of the prophecy is here faithfully set down, in order
that, when accomplished, it may not be suspected to have
been written after the things predicted had come to pass. The
year that Ahaz died. The same year that Uzziah died, Isaiah
had that glorious vision, chap. 6:1; and the death of Ahaz was
remarkable also in this burden, concerning Babylon. lsaiah
forewarns Palestina not to rejoice at the death of the king, for
others shall arise to punish.

ISsAlAH 14:32

What shall one then answer the messengers of the nation? That
the LORD hath founded Zion, and the poor of his people shall
trust in it.

This verse forms a blessed conclusion to the whole subject of
Babylon's burden. It is as if the prophet had said, “Should any
one of the nations around behold Babylon's fall, and Israel's
emancipation, and return to their beloved Jerusalem, should
any one ask, or send messengers to inquire into the cause,
wherefore is this? the answer is direct: It is the LORD’S
controversy, not man's: Zion is the LORD'S, he hath founded
her, and therefore he will defend her. And though Zion's
enemies may for awhile seem to triumph, and the
transgressions of Zion may bring her into captivity; yet the
LorD loveth Zion, and will bless her, and the poor of his
people shall know this, and depend upon it.” Zephaniah 3:12.

REFLECTIONS
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How truly blessed it is to observe, and know, that the LORD
watcheth over all the concerns of his people! Though Babylon
triumph for awhile, and though the LorD suffer his people to
go into captivity; yet they are still his people, and the LORD
will not permit them to be oppressed for ever.

But what an awful scripture is this, for all the enemies of
CHRIST and his people to read: Hell from beneath is moved for
all such, to meet them at their coming! And what an
aggravated load of woe is it, to think that they have been
uniformly fighting against Gobp and his people; so that their
misery is abundantly aggravated, like the rich man's in the
parable, when lifting up their eyes in torments, and not only
seeing heaven afar off, but they whom in this life they most
hated made most completely happy!

My soul! see to it, that thou art a citizen of Zion, and not of
Babylon! This is the Church, the City, the royal, the holy City,
which the LorD hath founded. Oh! for grace to be found a
citizen of Zion, when the LoORD writeth up the people. Better to
be a doorkeeper of the gates of Zion, than a dweller in the
tents of ungodliness. LORD, it is thou that last founded Zion in
JEsus; and in JEsus may my soul be found in Zion.

CHAPTER 15

CONTENTS

The prophet here enters upon the subject of  history: and a
woeful account it /s. Not a word of comfort through the
whole.
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IsAlAH 15:1-4

The burden of Moab. Because in the night Ar of Moab is laid
waste, and brought to silence; because in the night Kir of Moab is
laid waste, and brought to silence; (2) He is gone up to Bajith,
and to Dibon, the high places, to weep: Moab shall howl over
Nebo, and over Medeba: on all their heads shall be baldness, and
every beard cut off. (3) In their streets they shall gird themselves
with sackcloth: on the tops of their houses, and in their streets,
every one shall howl, weeping abundantly. (4) And Heshbon shall
cry, and Elealeh: their voice shall be heard even unto Jahaz:
therefore the armed soldiers of Moab shall cry out; his life shall be
grievous unto him.

Here is a sad account of Moab! And in order to enter into a
full apprehension of the history, we must consult the scripture
account concerning this people. If we look back to the original
settlement of Israel, we shall find that this was a nation
descended from Lot, Genesis 13:10, 11; and the very Moab
which, by Balak, called an idolatrous enchanter, even Balaam,
to curse the people of Gobp, see Numbers, 22 and 23. Israel
had many times power to destroy them, but did not; yet
Moab perpetually harassed Israel. In all ages, the people of
Gop suffer persecution. The Reader will see more of their
history, by consulting those scriptures, chap. 16:14. Jeremiah
28:1. Ezekiel, 25:8. Here the LorD describes the day of
Moab's visitation, and the effects of it.

IsAlAH 15:5

My heart shall cry out for Moab; his fugitives shall flee unto Zoar,
an heifer of three years old: for by the mounting up of Luhith with
weeping shall they go it up; for in the way of Horonaim they shall
raise up a cry of destruction.

I pause over this verse to remark, and admire, the tender
mercies of the Prophet. Though an enemy, yet the Prophet
weeps over Moab. Alas! who that is born of a woman, but
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must feel for the miseries induced by sin in our common
nature? Methinks here is a loud appeal to the ministers of
JEsus, to have very feeling hearts over the miseries coming
upon sinners: How did the bowels of JEsus yearn over the
approaching desolations of Jerusalem? Luke 13:34, 35.

IsAalAH 15:6-9

For the waters of Nimrim shall be desolate: for the hay is withered
away, the grass faileth, there is no green thing. (7) Therefore the
abundance they have gotten, and that which they have laid up,
shall they carry away to the brook of the willows. (8) For the cry is
gone round about the borders of Moab; the howling thereof unto
Eglaim, and the howling thereof unto Beerelim. (9) For the waters
of Dimon shall be full of blood: for I will bring more upon Dimon,
lions upon him that escapeth of Moab, and upon the remnant of
the land.

Everything contained in these verses is like the Prophet's roll,
written within, and without, and full of nothing else but
lamentation, and mourning, and woe. Alas! what an awful
thing must it be, to be full of this world's sorrow, and without
the knowledge of, and an interest in CHRIST to soften it!

REFLECTIONS

READER, in the history of Moab, behold the history of every
man by nature, exposed to the just judgment of Gob, the
curse of his broken law, and all the terrors, which will one day
fall upon the wicked! their hatred to Gob and his CHRIST, is
manifested by their hatred to his people; neither can the
malignity he taken out or purged by whole burnt sacrifices.
From generation to generation, their anger burns with
implacable hatred, neither can anything soften it. And as
nothing tends to lessen or remove it, so the causes
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everlastingly must exist, to increase it more and more! Oh!
the awful state of the enemies of Gob and his CHRIST!

Reader! can we look back to the days of our dwelling with the
Moabs of this world? Can we remember our return, like Ruth
and Naomi, from the country of Moab to the land of
Bethlehem, even the house of bread, in Jesus, who is himself
the bread of life. Oh! the blessedness of such a recovery!
Precious LORD JEsSus! give us grace to praise thee: let nothing
but thy power, in the sweet influences of thy HoLy SPIRIT,
could persuade Japheth to dwell in the tents of Shem, or
constrain our hearts into the love of Gob, and info the patient
waiting for Jesus CHRIST. Blessed LORD! since thou hast called
us by thy grace, and brought our souls to be savingly
acquainted with thy love, oh! help us to live to thy glory, and
to cease from all the Moabs, who are the enemies of thy
cross, and to come out from among them, and to be
separated, and touch not the unclean thing; so wilt thou
receive us, and be a Father unto us, and we shall be the sons
and daughters of the LorD Almighty.

CHAPTER 16
CONTENTS

This chapter is a continuation of the burden of Moab. The
prophet calls upon Moab, in her distresses, to be looking unto
Him, who alone could save her, that should sit upon the
throne of David, which is CHRIST, and in the neglect of this
predicts her total ruin.

IsalAH 16:1-3
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Send ye the lamb to the ruler of the land from Sela to the
wilderness, unto the mount of the daughter of Zion. (2) For it shall
be, that, as a wandering bird cast out of the nest, so the
daughters of Moab shall be at the fords of Arnon. (3) Take
counsel, execute judgment; make thy shadow as the night in the
midst of the noonday; hide the outcasts; bewray not him that
wandereth.

It appears, that in the days of David, Moab was under tribute
to Israel, and paid gifts 2 Samuel 8:2. And it should seem,
that Moab had at the time of the Prophet's ministry,
withdrawn her allegiance. Hence the Prophet admonisheth
Moab to revive this payment. And as in the days of Mesha,
king of Moab, this tribute was paid in lambs, the Prophet
recommends Moab to do so now; 2 Kings 3:4, But is there not
a spiritual lesson, of a much higher nature, intended by the
Prophet's direction to Moab? Israel was about to go into
captivity, and Moab was under the heavy displeasure of the
LorD: Now, said the prophet to Moab, offer up the lamb for
an offering in sacrifice, with an eye to CHRIST. Seek pardon
and peace through his blood; and in token of your sense of
sin before Gob, be kind and affectionate to the LORD’s people;
hide the outcasts of the LorD’s heritage, and look unto mount
Zion: otherwise, Moab will be utterly spoiled, and scattered,
and driven away, as a wandering bird.

IsAlAH 16:4-5

Let mine outcasts dwell with thee, Moab; be thou a covert to them
from the face of the spoiler: for the extortioner is at an end, the
spoiler ceaseth, the oppressors are consumed out of the land. (5)
And in mercy shall the throne be established: and he shall sit upon
it in truth in the tabernacle of David, judging, and seeking
judgment, and hasting righteousness.
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These are beautiful verses, and full of gospel. The LORD
recommends Moab to give shelter to Israel. They are
outcasts, but still they are the LorRD'S. /s this Zion (said the
nations, in Jerusalem's mourning) /s this Zion, whom men call
the perfection of beauty, the joy of the whole earth?
Lamentations 2:15. Now Moab is advised to take the LORD’S
outcasts in, and give them welcome in the day of their
calamity. And the motives for doing so are added: /n mercy
shall the throne be established: that is, Jesus, the seed of
David, will erect his throne in mercy, and the Gentiles, as well
as the Jews, shall partake of the blessings which will issue
from his throne. Therefore seek the favor of this almighty
King, by being kind to the King's people. Reader! the same
advice holds good in all ages, and among all nations. And who
shall say, if the LorD inclines the heart of sinners to be kind to
the LorD’s distressed saints, might it not encourage an hope,
that he who gives the grace of love to his people, will give the
grace of faith and repentance towards himself?

IsAalAH 16:6-12

We have heard of the pride of Moab; Ae /s very proud: even of his
haughtiness, and his pride, and his wrath: but his lies shall not be
so0. (7) Therefore shall Moab howl for Moab, every one shall howl:
for the foundations of Kirhareseth shall ye mourn; surely they are
stricken. (8) For the fields of Heshbon languish, and the vine of
Sibmah: the lords of the heathen have broken down the principal
plants thereof, they are come even unto Jazer, they wandered
through the wilderness: her branches are stretched out, they are
gone over the sea. (9) Therefore I will bewail with the weeping of
Jazer the vine of Sibmah: | will water thee with my tears, O
Heshbon, and Elealeh: for the shouting for thy summer fruits and
for thy harvest is fallen. (10) And gladness is taken away, and joy
out of the plentiful field; and in the vineyards there shall be no
singing, neither shall there be shouting: the treaders shall tread
out no wine in their presses; | have made their vintage shouting

107



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

to cease. (11) Wherefore my bowels shall sound like an harp for
Moab, and mine inward parts for Kirharesh. (12) And it shall come
to pass, when it is seen that Moab is weary on the high place, that
he shall come to his sanctuary to pray; but he shall not prevail.

If the Reader looks closely to what is here said concerning
Moab, he will find it a suited representation of all the pride
and ostentation of all the flourishing nations of the earth. The
pride of Moab consisted in her wines and luxuries; her strong
holds, and noble cities. And what is it now, even in the
present hour, among all carnal men and nations? What is said
of Calnah, and Hamath, and Gath, may be said of kingdoms
and of individuals; they lie upon beds of ivory, and stretch
themselves upon their couches; they eat the lambs out of the
flock, and the calves out of the midst of the stall; but they are
not grieved for the afflictions of Joseph! They know not the
LorD’s CHRIST. Take away their carnal rejoicings, and they
have nothing left to rejoice in. Amos 6:2-7.

IsalAH 16:13-14

This /s the word that the LORD hath spoken concerning Moab
since that time. (14) But now the LORD hath spoken, saying,
Within three years, as the years of an hireling, and the glory of
Moab shall be contemned, with all that great multitude; and the
remnant shall be very small and feeble.

Here is the close of the history of Moab, and an awful history
it is. The LorD’s purpose, and the time of executing his
purpose, are both determined: so hath it been in all ages, and
so it is, and must be accomplished. What a solemn, but
beautiful observation the apostle Peter makes upon this
subject, in the close of one of his Epistles: he had been
observing, with much pain of mind, how profane scoffers held
in contempt the LorD’s threatenings of sinners, and closeth up
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the observation with a word of consolation to the LORD’s
people: Beloved (saith he) be not ignorant of this one thing
that one day is with the LORD as a thousand years, and a
thousand years as one day. The LORD /s not slack concerning
his promise, as some men count slackness, but s
longsuffering to us ward, not willing that any should perish,
but that all should come to repentance. And then the apostle
adds a most striking scripture, and an earnest exhortation
from it, to which I pray the Reader to refer, 2 Peter 3:10-14.

REFLECTIONS

READER! pause over this chapter, in the solemn contents of
it, and then gather into one collected view, the history of
Moab, in the scripture account of it, from beginning to end;
and behold what a miserable life, the life of carnal men of
every description and character is, in whatever point of view
they are regarded. Moab is but a picture of men and things
out of CHRIST, throughout the earth. The situation of Moab
was indeed most lovely, in those rich plains of Jordan, by
Jericho. But what are grapes and vineyards, or the fertility
and riches of a kingdom, where the inhabitants know not the
LorD? What is the whole Turkish empire, in all the luxuries the
imagination can conceive, while under the curse of GoD in
Mahometan darkness? Oh, Reader! think of the vast and
immense privileges of the blessed gospel of the ever blessed
Gob! It is not for the precious things brought forth by the sun,
neither for the precious things put forth by the moon, but the
good-will of him that awelt in the bush! when once the soul is
truly awakened to a sense of sin, and the apprehension of the
wrath to come; when the short and perishing state of things
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around is properly seen, and as rightly valued; then nothing
short of CHRIST can bring comfort and content to the heart.
Reader! let us learn wisdom from the history and destruction
of Moab, and send to Him, who is the ruler of our sinful land,
our tribute, and seek in his sacrifice, pardon and forgiveness.
Let us not only send to him, but come to him, the true LAMB
of Gob, which taketh away the sins of the world. He is upon
the throne of David, judging, and seeking Jjudgment, and
hasting righteousness. Yea, he is the LAMB in the midst of the
throne; and that throne is a throne of grace, as well as glory.
He will hear, and answer prayer, for he is still the meek and
lowly Saviour, who hath said, Come unto me, all ye that are
weary and heavy laden, and ye shall find rest unto your souls.
Oh! for grace to come boldly unto his throne, that we may
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in all time of need!

CHAPTER 17

CONTENTS

This Chapter opens with the burden of Damascus; but there is
much concerning Israel in it also. Damascus is threatened
with destruction. The LORD’S promises concerning Israel, some
sweet views if gospel times are here and there introduced.

IsAlAH 17:1-3

The burden of Damascus. Behold, Damascus is taken away from
being a city, and it shall be a ruinous heap. (2) The cities of Aroer
are forsaken: they shall be for flocks, which shall lie down, and
none shall make them afraid. (3) The fortress also shall cease
from Ephraim, and the kingdom from Damascus, and the remnant
of Syria: they shall be as the glory of the children of Israel, saith
the LORD of hosts.
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Damascus was the chief city of Syria; and in how many
instances the Assyrians distressed the Church of Gob, the Old
Testament history hath largely recorded. It is most instructive
to observe, as we prosecute the annals of the Church, how
the LORD raiseth up one nation, and putteth down another, as
those nations are made instrumental to humble or to raise
Israel's glory. In the mean time, the LORD preserveth the
Church, as his handful of people, in the midst of all, through
the earth. Rise or fall who may among the nations, yet Jacob,
the LORD'S portion, continueth the same. Micah 5.:5-9.

IsAlAH 17:4-5

And in that day it shall come to pass, that the glory of Jacob shall
be made thin, and the fatness of his flesh shall wax lean. (5) And
it shall be as when the harvestman gathereth the corn, and
reapeth the ears with his arm; and it shall be as he that gathereth
ears in the valley of Rephaim.

There was a time, even in the days of Solomon, when the
nation of Israel was great and flourishing,; but now, how is
the fine gold become dim! Reader, look at this scripture in a
spiritual sense, and observe how the glory is departed! But
blessed be Gop, there is yet a remnant according to the
election of grace; Romans 11.5.

ISAIAH 17:6-8

Yet gleaning grapes shall be left in it, as the shaking of an olive
tree, two or three berries in the top of the uppermost bough, four
or five in the outmost fruitful branches thereof, saith the LORD
God of Israel. (7) At that day shall a man look to his Maker, and
his eyes shall have respect to the Holy One of Israel. (8) And he
shall not look to the altars, the work of his hands, neither shall
respect that which his fingers have made, either the groves, or
the images.
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I follow the same order as our Bibles, in including these
verses, as they are there done, in parentheses; for it seems to
me to be so designed, as if to call upon the Reader to observe
how the LoRD, in the midst of Israel's judgment, remembers
mercy; and in times of desolation, so remote from the coming
of CHRisT, still throws in this sweet scripture, to remind the
Church of the gospel days yet to come. Reader! determine for
yourself (for I will not determine for you) and may Gob the
HoLy GHOST guide and instruct you in the determination; but is
it not with reference to Jesus, that the Prophet was here
commissioned to tell the Church, that at that day a man
should look to his Maker, and his eyes have respect to the
HoLy ONE of Israel? What day could the Prophet mean, but the
gospel day? And what direction should the eye of faith have,
but to the LorRD Jesus CHRIST? Isaiah 42:1, and 45:22.

IsalAH 17:9-14

In that day shall his strong cities be as a forsaken bough, and an
uppermost branch, which they left because of the children of
Israel: and there shall be desolation. (10) Because thou hast
forgotten the God of thy salvation, and hast not been mindful of
the rock of thy strength, therefore shalt thou plant pleasant
plants, and shalt set it with strange slips: (11) In the day shalt
thou make thy plant to grow, and in the morning shalt thou make
thy seed to flourish: but the harvest shall be a heap in the day of
grief and of desperate sorrow. (12) Woe to the multitude of many
people, which make a noise like the noise of the seas; and to the
rushing of nations, that make a rushing like the rushing of mighty
waters! (13) The nations shall rush like the rushing of many
waters: but God shall rebuke them, and they shall flee far off, and
shall be chased as the chaff of the mountains before the wind,
and like a rolling thing before the whirlwind. (14) And behold at
eveningtide trouble; and before the morning he /s not. This /s the
portion of them that spoil us, and the lot of them that rob us.
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I include the whole under one view, and, besides the general
observation to be made upon them as a prophecy, fully
accomplished, in after ages, | pray the Reader to make his
spiritual reflections upon what is here said, and | venture to
believe that he will find a large scope for the most improving
application. If the LorD’s Israel do forsake the LorD, the Rock
of their salvation, the sure consequence is chastisement and
disappointment. The LorRD withers their gourds, and a worm
will grow out of the root of their most pleasant plants. At
evening tide they find trouble, and before the morning their
comforts are gone. There is nothing for the soul to rest upon,
or find joy in, but Jesus; and if we do not make him our chief
happiness, it matters not what else we place it in; for all will
deceive, and prove a delusion. Precious LorRD! how doth every
part of thy blessed word manifest the infinite importance of
thyself, and thy great salvation!

REFLECTIONS

READER! mark the burden of Damascus; and behold, in the
history of that people, the final end of all the enemies of Gob,
and of his CHrisT. Of what avail was the splendour of this
kingdom, or the power of her armies? Though the haughty
Syrian exclaimed, in the vanity of his heart, Are not Abana
and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters in
Israel? yet, like the waters of the Dead Sea, everything
around them, and in them, and what was brought forth from
their watering, produced nothing but death. Without Gopb,
without CHRIST, no ordinances of grace, no word of salvation,
no blood of sprinkling! Alas, when the evil day cometh, and
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the prosperous days of carnal delights are once over, all is
over!

Precious Redeemer! let mine eyes be unto thee, and let my
soul have respect unto the HoLy ONE of Israel! Surely nothing
can truly sweeten even the sweets of this life, that they shall
have no bitterness mingled up with them, except thou art in
them; and the very thoughts of an hereafter (until a conscious
interest in thee, and in thy salvation, makes that hereafter
truly blessed) will be forever full of horrors to the thinking
mind. Be thou, therefore, precious Jesus, the all of this life,
and of that which is to come. In thee, and from thee, let all
my springs flow; for then, and then only, will my meditation
of thee be sweet.

CHAPTER 18
CONTENTS

This Chapter, like the former, is full of threatenings to the
people to whom it refers, on account of their ill-will to Israel.
It is but short, but it contains heavy tidings.

IsAalAH 18:1
Woe to the land shadowing with wings, which /s beyond the rivers
of Ethiopia:

Though the name of the nation against whom woe is here
denounced, is not mentioned; yet, by being said to be beyond
the rivers of Ethiopia, it is easy to discover, that it is a nation
which had proved perfidious to Israel. The LorD taketh up,
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and avengeth the quarrel of his people; whoso toucheth
them, toucheth the apple of his eye; Zechariah 2:8.

IsAalAH 18:2

That sendeth ambassadors by the sea, even in vessels of
bulrushes upon the waters, saying, Go, ye swift messengers, to a
nation scattered and peeled, to a people terrible from their
beginning hitherto; a nation meted out and trodden down, whose
land the rivers have spoiled!

Here is the threat of this enemy. Taking advantage of Israel's
humblings, he cometh on when Israel is cast down. Let the
Reader spiritualize the passage to himself and his own
circumstances, and he will find it profitable. If the world, or
the great enemy of souls, come on to distress the souls of
Gop’s people, when the LorD is chastening them; the LORD
seeth, and will avenge their quarrel. Though the LORD correct,
yet they shall not; and though he brings down, he will bring
up, and they shall not hinder. It is blessed to see this, and to
know it! What a very sweet scripture, in a way of
expostulation, is that in the prophecy of Obadiah against
Edom, on this very account. | pray the Reader to look at it:
Obadiah, verse 8 to the end.

IsAalAH 18:3-6

All ye inhabitants of the world, and dwellers on the earth, see ye,
when he lifteth up an ensign on the mountains; and when he
bloweth a trumpet, hear ye. (4) For so the LORD said unto me, |
will take my rest, and | will consider in my dwelling place like a
clear heat upon herbs, and like a cloud of dew in the heat of
harvest. (5) For afore the harvest, when the bud is perfect, and
the sour grape is ripening in the flower, he shall both cut off the
sprigs with pruning hooks, and take away and cut down the
branches. (6) They shall be left together unto the fowls of the
mountains, and to the beasts of the earth: and the fowls shall
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summer upon them, and all the beasts of the earth shall winter
upon them.

Here the LorD soundeth an alarm to, all the enemies of his
Church; and they are admonished to attend to the sound of
the trumpet, that then the LorD goeth forth for the salvation
of his people, even for salvation with his Anointed. Every eye
shall see, and all faces shall gather blackness, when the LorRD
turneth back the captivity of his people. And observe how
striking is the prophet's expression: for so the LORD said unto
me. CHRIST is the rest, in which JEHOVAH resteth, and is well
pleased: and therefore in him, and his great salvation, Israel's
deliverance and security is found. And hence, when the LORD
swore in his wrath, that the unbelievers should not enter into
his rest, it referred to their rejection of CHRIST; Hebrews 4:1,
to the end.

IsAalAH 18:7

In that time shall the present be brought unto the LORD of hosts
of a people scattered and peeled, and from a people terrible from
their beginning hitherto; a nation meted out and trodden under
foot, whose land the rivers have spoiled, to the place of the name
of the LORD of hosts, the mount Zion.

I do not presume to say as much, but I am inclined to think,
that what is said in this verse, is meant to shadow forth the
glorious revenue of everlasting praise, which poor sinners, of
every description and character, shall offer, when brought to
the LorD, in a way of grace and salvation. They are here
spoken of as scattered and peeled. And who more so than
souls brought under conviction, until brought into a state of
salvation in JEsus? And as the subject of woe in this chapter is
to the land beyond the rivers of Ethiopia, why may we not
suppose the song of praise, and the present brought unto the
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LorD, may be from the same land concerning whom the
Psalmist says, she shall soon stretch out her hands unto Gob ?
Psalm 68:31. It is blessed to trace the most distant shades of
whatever refers to the glorious salvation by CHRIST.

REFLECTIONS

WHEN we consider the extensive nature of sin, and behold
the universal reign of it in every nation, over every clime, and
among all people; how full of relief is the thought that His
empire, by whom sin is destroyed, is said as finally and fully
to be from sea even to sea, and from the river even to the
ends of the earth! And what but Gobp’s grace can overcome
and subdue man's corruptions by nature! what shall stop the
hatred of the heart against the love of Gob, but GopD’s love in
subduing that enmity? If, therefore, we behold the /land
shadowing with wings beyond the river, coming forth with
wrath against the LorD’s people; and if we behold the LorD
going forth with whirlwinds of the south, to blow the trumpet
of the everlasting gospel, why should it be thought incredible
that the weapons of sin should fall from the hands of the
mighty, and the proud heart be brought to bend to the
sceptre of divine grace?

Reader, mark what the LorD said unto the prophet, and let
our souls seek to our rest as the LorD did unto his. Precious
LorRD JEsus, thou art the rest wherewith the LORD will cause
the weary to rest, and thou art the refreshing. Here may we
behold souls fly as clouds, and as doves to their windows!
Here may the kings of Tarshish, and of the isles, bring
presents: the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts. Yea,

117



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

blessed Jesus, here may all kings fall down before thee, and
all nations do thee service! Amen.

CHAPTER 19

CONTENTS

In this chapter, Egypt, the original and sworn foe to Israel,
comes in for her judgment. Great misery and distress are
threatened to Egypt. The close of the chapter contains great
mercy, which is promised to Egypt in calling the inhabitants to
CHRIST.

IsAlAH 19:1-10

The burden of Egypt. Behold, the LORD rideth upon a swift cloud,
and shall come into Egypt: and the idols of Egypt shall be moved
at his presence, and the heart of Egypt shall melt in the midst of
it. (2) And I will set the Egyptians against the Egyptians: and they
shall fight every one against his brother, and every one against his
neighbour; city against city, and kingdom against kingdom. (3)
And the spirit of Egypt shall fail in the midst thereof; and | will
destroy the counsel thereof: and they shall seek to the idols, and
to the charmers, and to them that have familiar spirits, and to the
wizards. (4) And the Egyptians will | give over into the hand of a
cruel lord; and a fierce king shall rule over them, saith the Lord,
the LORD of hosts. (5) And the waters shall fail from the sea, and
the river shall be wasted and dried up. (6) And they shall turn the
rivers far away; and the brooks of defence shall be emptied and
dried up: the reeds and flags shall wither. (7) The paper reeds by
the brooks, by the mouth of the brooks, and every thing sown by
the brooks, shall wither, be driven away, and be no more. (8) The
fishers also shall mourn, and all they that cast angle into the
brooks shall lament, and they that spread nets upon the waters
shall languish. (9) Moreover they that work in fine flax, and they
that weave networks, shall be confounded. (10) And they shall be
broken in the purposes thereof, all that make sluices and ponds
for fish.
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Here is the same subject of national distress for the burden of
Egypt, as that of Damascus or Moab, though the end differs:
foreign wars, and domestic jealousies are predicted: so that
every man's hand is to be against his brother. As a nation and
people, Egypt is described as most calamitous. Famine, and
the want of bread; and fish, which their rivers supplied in
plenty, were to fail by the LorD'S drying up the waters. In
short, a general desolation was to take place, in the burden of
Egypt. If we spiritualize the history, it may be said, and said
with truth, that there is a very Egypt, and the burden of Egypt
falls in upon the soul, whenever the LORD remits the out-
pouring of his HoLy SpIRIT. Reader, do you not find, in the
risings of sin within, and the remains of indwelling corruption
in the soul, that, like the Egyptian darkness, even a deadness
and a darkness which may be felt is induced, and a burden
indeed, of an intolerable nature, comes over the mind? And in
such seasons, doth not the very spirit fail, and everything
seems to be, for the time, in respect of grace, lost? And how
often is the poor heart tempted to cry out, My strength and
my hope is perished from the LORD? Lamentations 3:18.

IsalAH 19:11-17

Surely the princes of Zoan are fools, the counsel of the wise
counsellors of Pharaoh is become brutish: how say ye unto
Pharaoh, | am the son of the wise, the son of ancient kings? (12)
Where are they? where are thy wise mer? and let them tell thee
now, and let them know what the LORD of hosts hath purposed
upon Egypt. (13) The princes of Zoan are become fools, the
princes of Noph are deceived; they have also seduced Egypt, even
they that are the stay of the tribes thereof. (14) The LORD hath
mingled a perverse spirit in the midst thereof: and they have
caused Egypt to err in every work thereof, as a drunken man
staggereth in his vomit. (15) Neither shall there be any work for
Egypt, which the head or tail, branch or rush, may do. (16) In that
day shall Egypt be like unto women: and it shall be afraid and fear
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because of the shaking of the hand of the LORD of hosts, which
he shaketh over it. (17) And the land of Judah shall be a terror
unto Egypt, every one that maketh mention thereof shall be afraid
in himself, because of the counsel of the LORD of hosts, which he
hath determined against it.

In these verses the subject of lamentation is carried on, under
various descriptions, and all corresponding to denote the
burden of Egypt. Their senators and wise men became unable
to guide the helm of public affairs. Egypt was remarkable for
learning; for Moses, we are told, was learned in all the
wisdom of the Egyptians. But now the whole nation is sunk
into ignorance. And the cause is from the Lorp; for it is said
that the LorD had mingled a perverse spirit in the midst
thereof. And so great was the dread of the LorD and his
people upon the minds of the Egyptians, that every one that
made mention only thereof became a terror to himself.
Reader, improve the subject spiritually, and it will indeed be
very profitable. Is not this account of Egypt similar to what
the mind of man feels under the awakenings of a sense of sin,
and a dread of divine wrath in consequence thereof? Are not
the humblings of the mind under fear and apprehension of a
judgment to come, infinitely greater than those which arise
from the dread of temporal evils? And when the LORD
convinceth of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment, will not
the soul be more convulsed, than with any other terror? John
16:8.

IsAlAH 19:18-20

In that day shall five cities in the land of Egypt speak the
language of Canaan, and swear to the LORD of hosts; one shall be
called, The city of destruction. (19) In that day shall there be an
altar to the LORD in the midst of the land of Egypt, and a pillar at
the border thereof to the LORD. (20) And it shall be for a sign and
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for a witness unto the LORD of hosts in the land of Egypt: for they
shall cry unto the LORD because of the oppressors, and he shall
send them a saviour, and a great one, and he shall deliver them.

I beseech the Reader to remark every word in these verses.
Let him observe how the sweet promises contained in them
open. /n that day, namely, the gospel day; the day of CHRIST,
which Abraham, ages back, but now so much nearer, saw
afar off; rejoiced and was glad. And how blessed is the
promise to Egypt in this day. Egypt, had been miserably
spoken of before, but now in mercies. So is it in all the
transitions from nature to grace. The language of Canaan is
the language of the gospel; so that Egypt, shall partake with
Israel in the mercies of redemption, and shall speak the same
language. And observe, that this is to be not in one or two
instances, but by towns and cities; yea, five at once, as if to
intimate that day of gospel grace, when the HoLy GHoST shall
be poured out upon all flesh, agreeably to the promise, Joel
2:28-32; Acts 2:17-21. Neither is this all: for an altar to the
LorD shall be set up in Egypt. CHRIST is the New Testament
Altar, and the Egyptians, like Israel, shall present all their
offerings upon Him, and in Him, and by Him: neither doth the
blessing of gospel grace stop here; for when the poor sinner,
under convictions of sin, and the oppressions of the enemy, is
constrained to cry out unto the LorD, the LorD will send a
Saviour, and a great one, and he will deliver him from all his
burden, and from all his sins. Pray, Reader, pause over this
precious scripture, for it is indeed most precious; and say, to
whom but to Jesus the almighty Saviour of lost sinners, can
this refer? Indeed was not his name called Jesus by the angel,
for this express reason, because he should save his people
from their sins? Matthew 1:21.
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IsAlAH 19:21

And the LORD shall be known to Egypt, and the Egyptians shall
know the LORD in that day, and shall do sacrifice and oblation;
yea, they shall vow a vow unto the LORD, and perform /t.

Pause again, Reader, over this lovely verse, for it is a
continuance of the same doctrine. The blessed and auspicious
effect of a Saviour, and a great one, being sent to the cry of
the Egyptians, shall be followed up with another vast
privilege; the LORD JEHOVAH shall be known to Egypt, in his
covenant character and relationship, and the Egyptians shall
know the LorD. A good understanding shall take place
between them: and whereas, in times past, the knowledge of
the LorRD was only in Israel; now the knowledge of the LORD
shall cover the earth as the waters cover the sea. Surely there
never was a more blessed gospel, nor a more blessed
promise! And when fulfilled, in bringing sinners from afar, to
the knowledge and love of GobD in CHRIST; what a blessed
accomplishment is there of these scripture prophecies! Isaiah
54:13.

IsAlAH 19:22

And the LORD shall smite Egypt: he shall smite and heal /& and
they shall return even to the LORD, and he shall be intreated of
them, and shall heal them.

Still prosecuting the same blessed theme, here is another
gospel mercy. The LorD will convince, and convert; the LORD
will wound, and heal. The HoLy GHosT will make his word as a
fire and as a hammer, to melt and break the stout heart of
the sinner, by the Spirit of judgment, and the Spirit of
burning! And he that brings under the rod, will bring into the
covenant, and show himself to be both the SPIRIT of truth,
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and the HoLy GHOST the comforter! Jeremiah 23:29. lIsaiah
4:4. Ezekiel 20:37. John 14:16, 17.

IsalAH 19:23-25

In that day shall there be a highway out of Egypt to Assyria, and
the Assyrian shall come into Egypt, and the Egyptian into Assyria,
and the Egyptians shall serve with the Assyrians. (24) In that day
shall Israel be the third with Egypt and with Assyria, even a
blessing in the midst of the land: (25) Whom the LORD of hosts
shall bless, saying, Blessed be Egypt my people, and Assyria the
work of my hands, and Israel mine inheritance.

What a blessed close doth the prophet make of this sweet
sermon of prophecy, in the end of the chapter! The gospel
church is said to be an highway for the people; and so it is,
when the LorD lifts up his standard through the earth. The
enclosure of lIsrael, that had been kept for ages, is then
thrown down; and both Jew and Gentile are brought into one
fold, under one Shepherd, Jesus CHRIST, the righteous. Oh!
the felicity, when CHRIST shall be universally acknowledged, as
the LorRD JEHOVAH's CHRIST; the one, the only ordinance of
heaven for salvation to all the earth! LorD, | would say (and
the Reader will surely join my soul in the prayer of faith),
hasten thy blessed purposes, and let that sweet promise to
our Shiloh be accomplished, when he shall see the travail of
his soul, and shall be satisfied; when men shall be blessed in
him, and all nations shall call him blessed. Amen.

REFLECTIONS

PAUSE, my soul, over this Chapter, and, gather up the several
interesting contents of it into one view: pray over it, and beg
of Gobp the HoLy GHosT to make it truly blessed to thy
meditation.
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In the afflictions or Egypt, behold the sure afflictions which
arise out of a fallen sinful state. Burdens, like those the
Egyptians felt and groaned under, must and will make every
sinner groan, when once the heart is broken for sin, and truly
brought acquainted with the miseries of it. But when, from
under the galling load of a guilty conscience, the poor sinner
cries unto the LORD, because of the oppressors; then the LORD
sends them a Saviour, and a great one, and he delivers them.
Yea, before they called, before they felt their misery, before
the evil of sin was known in the earth, Gop the FATHER hath
sent JeEsus his dear and ever blessed Son; a Saviour, indeed,
and a great One, mighty to save, to save his people from their
sins.

Reader! what saith your experience to these things? The day
is come; the highway is cast up; the gospel door is open,
when Egypt and the multitude of the isles are called to join
the true Israel of Gob, in the salvation of the LorD Jesus. Oh!
for that rich blessing of Gobp in CHRIST here recorded, to be
every day fulfilled, that JEHovAH the LORD of Hosts may bless
with all spiritual blessings in CHRIST, Egypt, his people, and
Assyria the work of his hands, and Israel his inheritance.
Amen.

CHAPTER 20
CONTENTS

In this chapter, the prophet becomes a type, as well as a
preacher. The LORD, /s pleased to make his servant Isaiah by
this means, instruct the church, concerning Egypt and
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Ethiopia.

IsAalAH 20:1-2

In the year that Tartan came unto Ashdod, (when Sargon the king
of Assyria sent him,) and fought against Ashdod, and took it; (2)
At the same time spake the LORD by lIsaiah the son of Amoz,
saying, Go and loose the sackcloth from off thy loins, and put off
thy shoe from thy foot. And he did so, walking naked and
barefoot.

It is probable that this event of Tartar's taking Ashdod,
formed an epoch in history, so remarkable, that the year
needed not to be recorded. And no doubt that the prophet's
going about bare-foot, and without his garment of sackcloth,
which he usually wore, made the time also memorable. Isaiah
it should seem, while he wore sackcloth, thus preached, by
the poverty and mournfulness of his apparel, as well as by his
words. But the LorDp, his master, will have him now proclaim
his truths by type, as well as by preaching. Happy are those
servants of the LorD in all ages, whose lives and discourses
both tend to glorify Gop in CHRIST.

IsAalAH 20:3-6

And the LORD said, Like as my servant Isaiah hath walked naked
and barefoot three years for a sign and wonder upon Egypt and
upon Ethiopia; (4) So shall the king of Assyria lead away the
Egyptians prisoners, and the Ethiopians captives, young and old,
naked and barefoot, even with their buttocks uncovered, to the
shame of Egypt. (5) And they shall be afraid and ashamed of
Ethiopia their expectation, and of Egypt their glory. (6) And the
inhabitant of this isle shall say in that day, Behold, such /s our
expectation, whither we flee for help to be delivered from the king
of Assyria: and how shall we escape?
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It was gracious in the LORD, to explain the meaning of this
typical representation, that no misapplication might be made
of it. And while the lesson tended to humble both nations,
Egypt and Ethiopia, as the LORD designed it; the LORD’'S mercy
to his people Israel, was the more signally displayed. Surely
Israel might learn therefrom, how unsuitable an arm of flesh
must be to support them, when a whole nation was thus led
into captivity itself. Reader! the same lesson is in force even
now; whew shall we look for aid in the hour of necessity, but
to the LoOrRD our righteousness? Truly in vain, saith the
prophet, /s salvation hoped for from the hills, and from the
multitude of mountains, truly in the LORD our Gob /s the
salvation of Israel; Jeremiah 3:23.

REFLECTIONS

READER! art thou struck with the view of the Prophet
becoming a type, as well as a preacher and a prophet in the
church of the LorD; and no doubt in the three years walk
through the streets of the people, made thereby the
drunkard's song, and the sport and derision of the profane;
and will it not lead thee to contemplate Him in his unequalled
humbleness and meekness of deportment, who, though LORD
of life and glory, went about the streets of Jerusalem, in the
garb of a poor Jew, despised and rejected of men, a man of
sorrows and acquainted with grief? Precious Jesus! how do all
thy servants sink to nothing, compared to thee; pre-eminent
in humility, as pre-eminent in nature, in office, and in
character! Thou wert indeed the sum and substance of every
type; and the one great end and purpose of both sacrifice,
prophecy, and ordinance. With what unwearied zeal for thy
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FATHER'S honour, and with unabating love to thy church's
salvation, didst thou endure such a contradiction of sinners
against thyself! And how didst thou, when reviled, revile not
again, but committed thyself to him who judgeth rightly! LavMB
of Gob! keep the eyes of thy redeemed stedfastly fixed on
thee; and in every exercise of life, may thy servants hear the
sweet voice of consolation, arising out of thy bright example,
made perfect through suffering: Behold, and see, if there be
any sorrow like unto my sorrow which is done unto me,
wherewith the LORD hath afflicted me in the day of his fierce
angetr.

CHAPTER 21

CONTENTS

Here, are several burdens brought into one chapter in
succession to each other: the burden of the Desert of the
Sea; of Dumah, and of Arabia: but all in relation to GoD'S
covenant people Israel.

IsAlAH 21:1-2

The burden of the desert of the sea. As whirlwinds in the south
pass through; so it cometh from the desert, from a terrible land.
(2) A grievous vision is declared unto me; the treacherous dealer
dealeth treacherously, and the spoiler spoileth. Go up, O Elam:
besiege, O Media; all the sighing thereof have | made to cease.

The Desert of the Sea can mean no other than Babylon, and
the ruin of it is foretold by way of comforting Gob’s people in
their captivity. It is blessed to observe, how beforehand the
LorD is for his people, in laying in comforts again a time of
tribulation; Elam and Media, that is, Persia and the Medes,
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were to conquer Babylon; and therefore, when the church in
her captivity found that the Medians were come to besiege
Babylon, the recollection of this prophecy might give them
comfort: for in the ruin of Babylon, would be their
deliverance. Daniel 5:31.

IsalAH 21:3-5

Therefore are my loins filled with pain: pangs have taken hold
upon me, as the pangs of a woman that travaileth: | was bowed
down at the hearing of /it; | was dismayed at the seeing of it. (4)
My heart panted, fearfulness affrighted me: the night of my
pleasure hath he turned into fear unto me. (5) Prepare the table,
watch in the watchtower, eat, drink: arise, ye princes, and anoint
the shield.

Here the Prophet describes as it should seem, the terrible
consternation and alarm, the impious monarch of Babylon
would be thrown into, in the memorable night of his
destruction. Let the Reader compare what is here said with
Daniel 5:1-6, and 30. And how often in modern times, hath
the last hours of notorious sinners been followed with similar
alarms in their guilty consciences!

IsAlAH 21:6-10

For thus hath the Lord said unto me, Go, set a watchman, let him
declare what he seeth. (7) And he saw a chariot with a couple of
horsemen, a chariot of asses, and a chariot of camels; and he
hearkened diligently with much heed: (8) And he cried, A lion: My
lord, I stand continually upon the watchtower in the daytime, and
I am set in my ward whole nights: (9) And, behold, here cometh a
chariot of men, with a couple of horsemen. And he answered and
said, Babylon is fallen, is fallen; and all the graven images of her
gods he hath broken unto the ground. (10) O my threshing, and
the corn of my floor: that which | have heard of the LORD of
hosts, the God of Israel, have | declared unto you.
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Here by vision, a sketch of that memorable event is given to
the Prophet. Though at a distance of time and place so
remote; yet the outline of the horrors of Babylon is given to
the Prophet, to behold in vision: Chariots and horsemen; the
cry of a lion, and a voice proclaiming, Babylon is fallen, is
fallen, and all the graven images of her gods broken to the
ground! These were strong prophetical intimations of the vast
ruin and overthrow, which should take place. And the
Prophet's seal to the vision is striking, in that he saith, that
what he had delivered, was from the LorD of Hosts, the GobD
of Israel. Reader! do not overlook, that as this event, here
foretold, was exactly fulfilled; so there is a far greater blessing
the church is now taught to look for in gospel times, and from
existing circumstances, we hope it is not greatly remote, in
which Babylon, the mother of harlots, shall fall to rise no
more! Revelation 17:5. 18:1, 2.

IsalAH 21:11-12

The burden of Dumah. He calleth to me out of Seir, Watchman,
what of the night? Watchman, what of the night? (12) The
watchman said, The morning cometh, and also the night: if ye will
enquire, enquire ye: return, come.

The burden of Dumah is short, but expressive; a watchman is
guestioned by a man of Mount Se/r, a region possessed by
the Edomites, the children of Esau, what of the night? he
repeats the inquiry, and the watchman gives an answer;
though no more is said, either of the cause or of the event, in
the inquiry; yet it is a part of scripture, which, may be made
abundantly profitable, under the teaching of the HoLy GHOST.
A man of Seir is a Gentile, a stranger, a foreigner: doth he ask
guestions concerning the Gob of Israel? let every faithful
watchman be ready to make answer: tell him of the night of
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sin, and the night of death; tell him of JEsus the hind of the
morning! Propose to him all those numberless things, of grace
and salvation, which are in the person, blood, and
righteousness of the LorD Jesus CHRIST; and see if he will
inquire farther; for then surely the work is of the LorD, who is
wondertul in counsel, and excellent in working, 1saiah 28:29.

IsalAH 21:13-17

The burden upon Arabia. In the forest in Arabia shall ye lodge, O
ye travelling companies of Dedanim. (14) The inhabitants of the
land of Tema brought water to him that was thirsty, they
prevented with their bread him that fled. (15) For they fled from
the swords, from the drawn sword, and from the bent bow, and
from the grievousness of war. (16) For thus hath the Lord said
unto me, Within a year, according to the years of an hireling, and
all the glory of Kedar shall fail: (17) And the residue of the
number of archers, the mighty men of the children of Kedar, shall
be diminished: for the LORD God of Israel hath spoken /t.

The Arabians and Dedanims are here brought in for a portion
of the calamities now hanging over the countries to be made
desolate. It is probable, that the latter were the descendants
of Dedan, a son of Abraham, whom Keturah bare him,
Genesis 25:3. And as to Kedar, so often spoken of in the word
of Gob, we are not at a loss to trace the origin to /shAmael.
The church in her song, speaks of her corruptions by nature,
under the figure of the blackness of Kedar while rejoicing in
her comeliness, from the comeliness put upon her, by her
Solomon, the LorRD Jesus CHRIST; Song Of Solomon 1:5. All
these burdens carry with them the same divine signature, that
they are not of the prophet's own mind, but come from the
LoRD; and are therefore sure and certain.

REFLECTIONS
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MY soul! while reading the burdens of others, do not overlook
thine own: but if Jesus, that almighty burdenbearer, hath
removed the guilt and dominion of sin from thee; while thou
art praising his name for the unspeakable and unmerited
deliverance, thou wilt still remember the wormwood and the
gall!

Oh! how galling was the load of sin, and how full of horrors
the apprehension of the awful consequences of it, before
JESUs was revealed, as faking away sin by the sacrifice of
himself! And now, LoRD, how blessed is it to see that thou
hast borne our sins in thine own body on the tree, when thou
didst die, the just for the unjust, to bring sinners unto Gob!
Hence, blessed Jesus, | would now bring thee all my sins, and
all my sorrows; for thou hast said, Cast thy burden on the
LoRD, and he shall sustain thee! | know, LORD, that thou wilt
kindly and graciously support me, and bear me up under all;
and know, LoRD, that through thy grace helping me, I shall be
more than conqueror in and through all. Jesus will bear me
up, and carry me on, and bring me through all that yet
belongs to my pilgrimage here below, until he takes me home
to his everlasting kingdom, to bear me in the arms of his love
forever.

CHAPTER 22
CONTENTS

The invasion of the land of Judah, is here predicted, and sad
events implicated in it: but towards the close, there are many
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precious promises, typical, as it should seem, of Judah's
deliverer, even CHRIST.

IsAalAH 22:1-3

The burden of the valley of vision. What aileth thee now, that
thou art wholly gone up to the housetops? (2) Thou that art full of
stirs, a tumultuous city, a joyous city: thy slain men are not slain
with the sword, nor dead in battle. (3) All thy rulers are fled
together, they are bound by the archers: all that are found in thee
are bound together, which have fled from far.

The valley of vision, must mean Judah, for the Psalmist
describes it as such, Psalm 125:2. And the holy city,
Jerusalem, is called a /and of vision, on account of the
prophet's dwelling in it, and delivering their predictions there.
And here, the LorD’s land, which is the glory of all lands,
comes in for her visitation also, because of transgression. The
songs of the temple are changed for the cries of the streets;
and the people are in distress, in the prospect of the enemy's
approach. Reader! what is said here of GoD’s people in
general, may be said of every individual in particular: when
without are fightings, within will be fears; correction is in the
covenant. Psalm 89.

ISAIAH 22:4-7

Therefore said |, Look away from me; | will weep bitterly, labour
not to comfort me, because of the spoiling of the daughter of my
people. (5) For Jjt /s a day of trouble, and of treading down, and of
perplexity by the Lord GOD of hosts in the valley of vision,
breaking down the walls, and of crying to the mountains. (6) And
Elam bare the quiver with chariots of men and horsemen, and Kir
uncovered the shield. (7) And it shall come to pass, that thy
choicest valleys shall be full of chariots, and the horsemen shall
set themselves in array at the gate.
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The Prophet, like a true servant of the LorD, though himself
had the least hand in bringing down the judgments of Gob,
yet he will be the first to lament them. Alas! when GoD’s
corrections are in our land, what would become of it, if the
LorD’s handful of people were not at prayer? What a gracious
and earnest request was that of the king, when he sent to the
prophet, to beg of him, 7o /ift up his voice, for the remnant
that was left; lsaiah 37:1-4. Joel 2:17, 18. Here is a sad
representation of the devastations made by the Persian army!

IsalAH 22:8-11

And he discovered the covering of Judah, and thou didst look in
that day to the armour of the house of the forest. (9) Ye have
seen also the breaches of the city of David, that they are many:
and ye gathered together the waters of the lower pool. (10) And
ye have numbered the houses of Jerusalem, and the houses have
ye broken down to fortify the wall. (11) Ye made also a ditch
between the two walls for the water of the old pool: but ye have
not looked unto the maker thereof, neither had respect unto him
that fashioned it long ago.

Whatever were the histories in the siege of Judah, as this
scripture records, | stay not to inquire; but I think, without
violence to the expressions, by the uncovering of Judah, and
the breaches of the city of David, we may very safely
suppose, it had reference to somewhat more than the mere
events themselves, carried on in the siege. May it not be in
reference (for I humbly ask the question) to Judah's being
made sensible of her hypocrisy and deceitfulness, with her
Gob; by which a breach in the covenant is made, and the
LOorRD now resents it? Judah had sinned, but yet put on a
covering of piety; and in her distress, looked to the number of
her troops, and the strength of her inhabitants; but lifted not
her eyes for help to the LorD, her Maker. Then, saith the
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LORD, this covering shall be taken off, and she shall be seen
as she is. See another beautiful expostulation to this effect,
Jeremiah 2:19.

IsalAH 22:12-14

And in that day did the Lord GOD of hosts call to weeping, and to
mourning, and to baldness, and to girding with sackcloth: (13)
And behold joy and gladness, slaying oxen, and killing sheep,
eating flesh, and drinking wine: let us eat and drink; for to
morrow we shall die. (14) And it was revealed in mine ears by the
LORD of hosts, Surely this iniquity shall not be purged from you till
ye die, saith the Lord GOD of hosts.

Reader! do not fail to remark, how the LorD, by the same
process of grace, carries on his merciful designs towards his
people, in all ages. He visits their offences with the rod, and
their sin with scourges. He sends trouble among them, and
calls to weeping and prayer. But if, instead of spiritual
humblings, they seek to deaden sorrow by carnal enjoyments,
and bid defiance as it were to the rod; the affliction is but the
more increased. The Prophet interpreted the incurable
wickedness of such, to be beyond the reach of all the
sacrifices of the law. Reader! what a sweet testimony by the
way do we discover here, of the vast and infinite importance
of the blood and sacrifice of CHrIST! If the Reader wishes to
enlarge his meditations on this subject, | would refer him to
Leviticus 26:14, to the end. See, also Hosea 2:6, to the end.

IsAalAH 22:15-19

Thus saith the Lord GOD of hosts, Go, get thee unto this
treasurer, even unto Shebna, which /s over the house, and say,
(16) What hast thou here? and whom hast thou here, that thou
hast hewed thee out a sepulchre here, as he that heweth him out
a sepulchre on high, and that graveth an habitation for himself in
a rock? (17) Behold, the LORD will carry thee away with a mighty
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captivity, and will surely cover thee. (18) He will surely violently
turn and toss thee /ike a ball into a large country: there shalt thou
die, and there the chariots of thy glory shall be the shame of thy
lord’s house. (19) And I will drive thee from thy station, and from
thy state shall he pull thee down.

The removal of Shebna from the office of treasurer, no doubt,
took place in the history of Judah; perhaps in the event of the
invasion. But the introduction of th