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THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

DEUTERONOMY

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

THERE is the same cause, in perusing this fifth and /ast Book
of the writings of Moses, to remind the Reader of what, in
every one of the former, he hath been very earnestly desired
not to lose sight of, that Moses wrote of CHRIST. And, indeed,
if while going through the preceding writings of this inspired
penman, the Reader hath not discovered JESuS in every page,
there is but the more reason to implore grace, and the
teachings of the HoLy GHosT, in his attention to this
concluding book of Moses, that he may now discover that it is
He, of whom Moses and the prophets did write, JEsus of
Nazareth. May that Almighty Instructor, whose office alone it
is to take of the things of Jesus, and show them unto his
people, be the Teacher both of him that writes and him that
reads.

The Book of Deuteronomy, which signifies the second law, is
probably so called, because that this is the second
enumeration of the precepts which Moses had in commission
to deliver to lIsrael. It is not, however, so properly a second
law, as a rehearsal of the former. And the reason for this
repetition is abundantly evident. All that generation was dead
before whom Moses had rehearsed it on their coming out of
Egypt. And as very many of the precepts had a peculiar
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reference to the conduct of the people after their arrival to
the promised land, it became highly proper that the laws
should be rehearsed in the ears of the generation which had
sprung up in the place of their fathers, and before whom they
had not as yet been delivered.

As the Book of Deuteronomy contains what one of the pro-
phets calls the great things of Gob's /aw, it should be
recollected by the Reader, that it doth not contain much of
history. Indeed the whole date of it, from beginning to end,
compriseth a period only of two months. One month previous
to the death of Moses, and one after. See Joshua 4:19,
compared with Deuteronomy 1:3.

The vast importance of this sacred book of Gob may be best
implied from the singularity of the precept for attention to it,
with which it was accompanied. It was to be read publickly
every seventh year by the priest before all the people, at the
feast of Tabernacles, see chap. 31:10. The king himself, when
the people were settled in Canaan, and the LOrRD had
appointed a king over them, was to write a copy of it with his
own hand, and read it all all the days of his life. See chap.
17:18, 19. And as a more public memorial of it, to which the
people might refer, great stones were to be made smooth
with plaister, and the law engraven upon them. See chap.
27:2, 3. All which imply the high esteem in which this sacred
book was held. | only detain the Reader after this account
just to add, that the honour and respect paid by our adorable
Redeemer to this part of the divine word, is not inconsi-
derable; for all the answers with which he thought proper to
repel the attacks of the devil, in the season of his
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temptations, were gathered from this book. Sweet testimony
of its value, endeared as it is by so precious an example!

CHAPTER 1

CONTENTS

This sacred book opens with an account of the children of
Israel just as they are entering the borders of Canaan. They
had nearly completed the fortieth year of their wilderness
Journey: and now, before they enter the promised lana,
Moses addresseth them in a long discourse. This chapter is
the beginning of it, which goes on without much interruption,
(excepting at the end of the fourth chapter) until the close of
the thirtieth chapter.

DEUTERONOMY 1:1

These be the words which Moses spake unto all Israel on this side
Jordan in the wilderness, in the plain over against the Red sea,
between Paran, and Tophel, and Laban, and Hazeroth, and
Dizahab.

The sacred historian seems to be the more particular in this
enumeration of places, in order that we may have a clear
account of the divine faithfulness to his promises. Numbers
14:33-35.

DEUTERONOMY 1:2
(There are eleven days’ journey from Horeb by the way of mount
Seir unto Kadeshbarnea.)

It is equally to be observed, the time specified yet remaining
to be fulfilled; to show how exact the LorD is to his word, and
to his promise: Reader! let you and | pause in the several
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parts of our pilgrimage state; and depend upon it, we shall
find also, no less, how faithful our Gob is. This is one of our
GoD's precepts, and the observance of it is its own reward; to
remember how the LorD hath dealt by us, that we may know
the righteousness of the LorD. Micah 6:5.

DEUTERONOMY 1:3

And it came to pass in the fortieth year, in the eleventh month, on
the first day of the month, that Moses spake unto the children of
Israel, according unto all that the LORD had given him in
commandment unto them;

I would beg the Reader yet further to remark, from the great
particularity observed, that it is not a thing of small moment
to notice, where, and when, and how, divine manifestations
are made to us. This memorable spot, this memorable time
and manner, no doubt were sweet to Israel, when Moses
halted in the journey to speak to the people once more in the
name of the LORD. And is it not sweet, very sweet to us, when
JESus at any time, or in any place, arrests our souls in our
pilgrimage, to speak to us by the way, and to make known to
us his loves? Song Of Solomon 7:12.

DEUTERONOMY 1:4-5
After he had slain Sihon the king of the Amorites, which dwelt in
Heshbon, and Og the king of Bashan, which dwelt at Astaroth in
Edrei: (5) On this side Jordan, in the land of Moab, began Moses
to declare this law, saying,

The repeating again those instances of divine mercy to Israel,
in the destruction of their enemies, forms no improper preface
to Moses's Sermon. When our Jesus had subdued our enemies
by his victory on the cross, he came to speak peace to his
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disciples; to them that were nigh, and to them that were afar
off. Luke 24:36. Ephesians 2:16, 17.

DEUTERONOMY 1:6-8

The LORD our God spake unto us in Horeb, saying, Ye have dwelt
long enough in this mount: (7) Turn you, and take your journey,
and go to the mount of the Amorites, and unto all the places nigh
thereunto, in the plain, in the hills, and in the vale, and in the
south, and by the sea side, to the land of the Canaanites, and
unto Lebanon, unto the great river, the river Euphrates. (8)
Behold, | have set the land before you: go in and possess the land
which the LORD sware unto your fathers, Abraham, lIsaac, and
Jacob, to give unto them and to their seed after them.

Is there not a good deal of gospel in this opening of Moses's
discourse? Was not this the Mount Sinai? and as such, is it not
a figure of the bondage state of sin and Satan, under which
GoD's people continue as long as they are looking to a
covenant of works? And is not the land of Canaan, to which
Gop calls him to go up and take possession, a figure of that
rest which remained for the people of Gobp? And is not this
really and truly given in the covenant engagements of Gobp in
CHRIST JEsus? Reader! why should we shrink back when our
Gop calls us, as he did Israel, to leave earth for heaven? Have
we not dwelt long enough in this mount, which burned with
fire, with sin, and sorrow, and evils in abundance? Shall our
Jesus call and say, Come up hither, to the land which I have
taken possession of in your name, and shall we feel reluctant,
and wish to put off the merciful call? Dearest LorD! do thou
quicken our drowsy, earthly affections, and raise them to
thyself, that we may be looking and longing for the day of thy
coming. 2 Peter 3:12.

DEUTERONOMY 1:9
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And | spake unto you at that time, saying, | am not able to bear
you myself alone:

Reader, do not overlook in this, as well as in numberless other
instances, how inferior every character is to Jesus. Moses was
faithful in all his house, we are told by the apostle, as a
servant, but Jesus as the LorD of his own house. He indeed is
able, and he alone, to bear the burdens of the sins and the
infirmities of his people. Hebrews 3:3-6.

DeEuTERONOMY 1:10
The LORD your God hath multiplied you, and, behold, ye are this
day as the stars of heaven for multitude.

What a delightful view doth the increase of Israel afford!
Compare this verse with the account of Jacob's first going
down into Egypt. Genesis 46:27. But what a more glorious
view doth the apostle give of the church of Jesus, the true
Israel of Gop! Revelation 7:4-9.

DEUTERONOMY 1:11
(The LORD God of your fathers make you a thousand times so
many more as ye are, and bless you, as he hath promised you!)

Observe, how the love and piety of Moses breaks out in the
midst of his sermon, with a prayer to Gob. These are sweet
breaks, when the soul, in the contemplation of Gob's love and
mercy in CHRIST, leaves all other considerations to look up,
with faith and hope, to an unseen but well-known Redeemer.
Reader, do you know anything of this in your experience? 1
Peter 1:8.

DEUTERONOMY 1:12
How can | myself alone bear your cumbrance, and your burden,
and your strife?
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It is sweetly, said of JEsus, in his unequalled undertaking,
“that of the people there was none with him.” Isaiah 63:3.
Oh! thou precious bearer of the burdens of thy people! may |
never lose sight of thee in this soul-strengthening character.
Isaiah 53:4.

DEUTERONOMY 1:13-18

Take you wise men, and understanding, and known among your
tribes, and | will make them rulers over you. (14) And ye
answered me, and said, The thing which thou hast spoken /s good
for us to do. (15) So I took the chief of your tribes, wise men, and
known, and made them heads over you, captains over thousands,
and captains over hundreds, and captains over fifties, and
captains over tens, and officers among your tribes. (16) And |
charged your judges at that time, saying, Hear the causes
between your brethren, and judge righteously between every man
and his brother, and the stranger that /s with him. (17) Ye shall
not respect persons in judgment; but ye shall hear the small as
well as the great; ye shall not be afraid of the face of man; for the
judgment /s God’s: and the cause that is too hard for you, bring 7t
unto me, and | will hear it. (18) And | commanded you at that
time all the things which ye should do.

All these verses refer to that period in Israel's history, in
which at the advice of Jethro, and by the divine permission,
Moses took into the administration of justice with himself,
certain of the elders of Israel. See Exodus 18:13-26.

DEUTERONOMY 1:19-46

And when we departed from Horeb, we went through all that
great and terrible wilderness, which ye saw by the way of the
mountain of the Amorites, as the LORD our God commanded us;
and we came to Kadeshbarnea. (20) And | said unto you, Ye are
come unto the mountain of the Amorites, which the LORD our God
doth give unto us. (21) Behold, the LORD thy God hath set the
land before thee: go up and possess /t, as the LORD God of thy
fathers hath said unto thee; fear not, neither be discouraged. (22)
And ye came near unto me every one of you, and said, We will
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send men before us, and they shall search us out the land, and
bring us word again by what way we must go up, and into what
cities we shall come. (23) And the saying pleased me well: and |
took twelve men of you, one of a tribe: (24) And they turned and
went up into the mountain, and came unto the valley of Eshcol,
and searched it out. (25) And they took of the fruit of the land in
their hands, and brought /£ down unto us, and brought us word
again, and said, /t /s a good land which the LORD our God doth
give us. (26) Notwithstanding ye would not go up, but rebelled
against the commandment of the LORD your God: (27) And ye
murmured in your tents, and said, Because the LORD hated us, he
hath brought us forth out of the land of Egypt, to deliver us into
the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us. (28) Whither shall we go
up? our brethren have discouraged our heart, saying, The people
/s greater and taller than we; the cities are great and walled up to
heaven; and moreover we have seen the sons of the Anakims
there. (29) Then | said unto you, Dread not, neither be afraid of
them. (30) The LORD your God which goeth before you, he shall
fight for you, according to all that he did for you in Egypt before
your eyes; (31) And in the wilderness, where thou hast seen how
that the LORD thy God bare thee, as a man doth bear his son, in
all the way that ye went, until ye came into this place. (32) Yet in
this thing ye did not believe the LORD your God, (33) Who went in
the way before you, to search you out a place to pitch your tents
/n, in fire by night, to shew you by what way ye should go, and in
a cloud by day. (34) And the LORD heard the voice of your words,
and was wroth, and sware, saying, (35) Surely there shall not one
of these men of this evil generation see that good land, which |
sware to give unto your fathers, (36) Save Caleb the son of
Jephunneh; he shall see it, and to him will I give the land that he
hath trodden upon, and to his children, because he hath wholly
followed the LORD. (37) Also the LORD was angry with me for
your sakes, saying, Thou also shalt not go in thither. (38) But
Joshua the son of Nun, which standeth before thee, he shall go in
thither: encourage him: for he shall cause Israel to inherit it. (39)
Moreover your little ones, which ye said should be a prey, and
your children, which in that day had no knowledge between good
and evil, they shall go in thither, and unto them will | give it, and
they shall possess it. (40) But as for you, turn you, and take your
journey into the wilderness by the way of the Red sea. (41) Then
ye answered and said unto me, We have sinned against the
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LORD, we will go up and fight, according to all that the LORD our
God commanded us. And when ye had girded on every man his
weapons of war, ye were ready to go up into the hill. (42) And the
LORD said unto me, Say unto them, Go not up, neither fight; for I
am not among you; lest ye be smitten before your enemies. (43)
So | spake unto you; and ye would not hear, but rebelled against
the commandment of the LORD, and went presumptuously up into
the hill. (44) And the Amorites, which dwelt in that mountain,
came out against you, and chased you, as bees do, and destroyed
you in Seir, even unto Hormah. (45) And ye returned and wept
before the LORD; but the LORD would not hearken to your voice,
nor give ear unto you. (46) So ye abode in Kadesh many days,
according unto the days that ye abode there.

I did not think it needful to stop the Reader with any
observations which arise out of these verses, having already
dwelt upon the subject in the Commentary on the 13" and
14" Chapters of the Book of Numbers. If the Reader will
consult what is there said, he will find that what suits the one
is equally applicable to the other. And he will discover,
moreover, that this part of Moses's sermon is a beautiful du-
plicate of that history. But while | refer the Reader to what
hath been already brought before him on the subject, in order
to avoid swelling the Commentary to an unnecessary length, |
must beg to detain him with calling to his attention two or
three leading points in this discourse of Moses, which were
not in the history itself, but which serve to illustrate and
explain it. It appears by that history, as if the idea of sending
men to search the land had originated in the LORD'S
appointment; whereas by comparing this Scripture with what
is there said, we discover that it was the fear and unbelief of
the children of Israel, and the doubt they had in GobD's
promise, that first suggested in them the thought; and that,
then, the LorD, as if in gracious accommodation to the
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weakness of his people, permitted the thing to be. And had
the spies been faithful and true to what they beheld of the
promised land, and had brought back a good report, all might
still have been well. But alas! what will not unbelief induce!
Unbelief breeds fear, and fear begets sin. Reader! recollect
what the apostle saith on this sin of lIsrael: they could not
enter in because of unbelief Hebrews 3:19. Compare this
chapter with Numbers 13 and 14. | detain the Reader only
one moment longer to observe, that it appears evidently,
from this part of the sermon of Moses, that the whole
wandering of the people forty years in the wilderness, instead
of immediately entering into Canaan when they came out of
Egypt, and were so near to it, arose wholly from their distrust
and disbelief of Gob's promises. So very awful a thing is it to
guestion or doubt the divine faithfulness. Reader! | would
request you to pause over this view of the subject. Observe, it
was not the breach of any particular command; it was not the
commission of this or that particular sin, for which the LorD
sentenced his people to wander in the wilderness; but it was
simply their unbelief. It was the same dreadful malignity of
mind, which in the gospel is threatened with everlasting
exclusion from the heavenly Canaan. For “he that believeth
not the record which Gop hath given of his Son, maketh Gob
a liar;” and we are awfully told, that the wrath of Gob abideth
upon him.” See John 3:36. Oh! for the grace of faith to give
due credit to a most faithful covenant Gob in CHRIST.

REFLECTIONS

WHAT a most beautiful representation doth this chapter
afford of a faithful, laborious minister, in the character of

10
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Moses! Who can behold this aged servant of JEHOVAH, thus
sermonizing even to the very close of life, and going over
again and again in relation, all the great things the LorD had
shown him and the people, without being struck with the
loveliness of such a minister, and being led to admire yet
more and more those holy principles which he laboured to
impress upon the minds of the people.

But here again, as in every other instance, how doth the
contemplation of the servant lead the heart yet more
immediately to the master. It is thou, blessed JEsus, whose
ministry is glorified even in the view of thy servant's zeal.
Thou camest, full of grace and truth, to make known to thy
people the everlasting counsel of peace in thy covenant
righteousness and blood. And how art thou, even now, still
reminding us, by thy SpiriT, of the LORD’S continual mercies
and our unworthiness. Continue, dearest LORD, the sweet
influences of thy ministry still, until, like Joshua, thou bringest
us where Moses and the law cannot lead, even over the
Jordan of death, to behold thy glory, and dwell with thee
forever.

CHAPTER 2

CONTENTS

This chapter is a continuation of Moses's sermon. It is full of
memorials, in bringing to the people’s recollection the events
with which Gob had distinguished his mercy towards them,
while passing the borders of the Edomites and Moabites; with

11
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the recapitulation of what referred to the of Israel’s war with
Sihon, King of the Amorites.

DEUTERONOMY 2:1

Then we turned, and took our journey into the wilderness by the
way of the Red sea, as the LORD spake unto me: and we
compassed mount Seir many days.

Many days indeed! The short distance from the Red Sea to
Canaan, had the journey been direct, evidently proves, that
the thirty-eight years of Israel's wilderness state, must have
been at times very stationary. But, Reader, look at the history
spiritually, and say, whether the wandering of the LORD’s
Israel here, from their deliverance from the Egyptian bondage
of sin and Satan, when they are first brought acquainted with
the liberty in CHRIST JESUS, to the time they enter Canaan, is
not of this kind? We occupy much the same spot; are moving
up and down in much the same wilderness state; sometimes
apparently nearer our homes, and sometimes further remote.
Oh! how sweet is it to have the pillar of cloud, even Jesus,
always going before us, and the rock, even Jesus himself,
following of us through all the way.

DEUTERONOMY 2:2-6

And the LORD spake unto me, saying, (3) Ye have compassed this
mountain long enough: turn you northward. (4) And command
thou the people, saying, Ye are to pass through the coast of your
brethren the children of Esau, which dwell in Seir; and they shall
be afraid of you: take ye good heed unto yourselves therefore: (5)
Meddle not with them; for I will not give you of their land, no, not
so much as a foot breadth; because | have given mount Seir unto
Esau for a possession. (6) Ye shall buy meat of them for money,
that ye may eat; and ye shall also buy water of them for money,
that ye may drink.

12
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It is a sweet lesson, spiritually considered, which the LORD’S
people may read here. Mount Seir is a type of the earth, and
all its carnal pursuits and pleasures. These hath the LORD
given to the children of men. David saith, that the men of the
world have their portion in this life, it is all they seek; and all
they desire. Psalm 17:14. In the common and necessary
wants of life, the people of Gop are permitted to buy of them
what they need, but no more. In all other matters that
precept of the apostle holds good, and the observance of it
carries with it its own reward; see 2 Corinthians 6:17, 18.

DEUTERONOMY 2:7

For the LORD thy God hath blessed thee in all the works of thy
hand: he knoweth thy walking through this great wilderness:
these forty years the LORD thy God hath been with thee; thou
hast lacked nothing.

Reader, let me beg of you to read this verse again and again;
and then see, whether the sweet expressions it contains can
be discovered by you in your own experience. Dearest JESUS!
dost thou indeed know all my walkings, and all my
wanderings? and shall | strive, shall I even wish, to conceal
anything from thee? No! my gracious and most com-
passionate Gob! | desire to fall before thee, under a deep
sense that all 1 am, and all I have done, even my most secret
sins, are in the light of thy countenance. Oh! how dear, how
inconceivably dear to my, soul, under this view, is the
assurance that in thee and thy covenant righteousness, is the
only remedy for poor lost sinners such as | am. Reader, turn
to that scripture, 1 John 1:7-9.

DEUTERONOMY 2:8

13
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And when we passed by from our brethren the children of Esau,
which dwelt in Seir, through the way of the plain from Elath, and
from Eziongaber, we turned and passed by the way of the
wilderness of Moab.

Was not £sau, Jacob's brother? saith the LorD, Malachi 1:2.
Yes! he was. And doth Gob distinguish now between men that
are brethren in nature, and form them without alliance in
grace? Hath he done so by you, Reader? Pause over the
enquiry. And while, like Moses and the people, you turn away,
and pass from the borders of nature, learn to look up with
increasing astonishment, wonder, and praise, every step you
take at the distinguishing tokens of grace.

DEUTERONOMY 2:9

And the LORD said unto me, Distress not the Moabites, neither
contend with them in battle: for I will not give thee of their land
for a possession; because | have given Ar unto the children of Lot
for a possession.

Evidently this precept was intended to teach the people of
Gop then, and through them the people of Gobp in all ages,
not to love the world neither the things of the world. They
who are set out for Canaan, are to have no objects to allure
or lead them out of the way. Sweet is that account of the
Patriarchs, Hebrews 11:13-16.

DEUTERONOMY 2:10-12

The Emims dwelt therein in times past, a people great, and many,
and tall, as the Anakims; (11) Which also were accounted giants,
as the Anakims; but the Moabites call them Emims. (12) The
Horims also dwelt in Seir beforetime; but the children of Esau
succeeded them, when they had destroyed them from before
them, and dwelt in their stead; as Israel did unto the land of his
possession, which the LORD gave unto them.

14
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The Emims, means the terrible ones. The most profitable
instruction to be gathered from these verses will be, | think,
to remark how often places change their masters. Nations,
like individuals, succeed one another in the events of life. Of
all as well as one, it may be truly said, here we have no
continuing city.

DEUTERONOMY 2:13-15

Now rise up, said I, and get you over the brook Zered. And we
went over the brook Zered. (14) And the space in which we came
from Kadeshbarnea, until we were come over the brook Zered,
was thirty and eight years; until all the generation of the men of
war were wasted out from among the host, as the LORD sware
unto them. (15) For indeed the hand of the LORD was against
them, to destroy them from among the host, until they were
consumed.

Reader, remark with me in how little a compass Moses
comprises the events of thirty-eight years. And is it not so
now from the spiritual Kadlish, of our entering into grace, until
we come over the brook Zered, when we go down to the
chambers of the grave, how short to look back, but how
numerous the events contained in the passage. Dearest JESus!
thou wentest over the brook Kedron, just before thy precious
death. John 18:1.

DEUTERONOMY 2:16-19

So it came to pass, when all the men of war were consumed and
dead from among the people, (17) That the LORD spake unto me,
saying, (18) Thou art to pass over through Ar, the coast of Moab,
this day: (19) And when thou comest nigh over against the
children of Ammon, distress them not, nor meddle with them: for
I will not give thee of the land of the children of Ammon any
possession; because | have given it unto the children of Lot for a
possession.

15
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The Reader should not overlook the mercies of Gob in
providence over unawakened people, which these verses as
well as the former ones in this chapter on the same subject
record. Neither should he forget to remark, how the memory
of the just is blessed in their children, ages after they are
dead, as is here shown in the case of Lot. Neither should the
pious Reader overlook the sweet instruction which those
precepts hold forth, in Israel's being. tender to Moab, though
Moab wished the ruin of Israel. Numbers 22:6. What saith our
dear Redeemer on this subject? See Matthew 5:44, 45.

DEUTERONOMY 2:20
(That also was accounted a land of giants: giants dwelt therein in
old time; and the Ammonites call them Zamzummims;

Zamzummims, means designing crafty men.

DEUTERONOMY 2:21-23

A people great, and many, and tall, as the Anakims; but the LORD
destroyed them before them; and they succeeded them, and
dwelt in their stead: (22) As he did to the children of Esau, which
dwelt in Seir, when he destroyed the Horims from before them;
and they succeeded them, and dwelt in their stead even unto this
day: (23) And the Avims which dwelt in Hazerim, even unto
Azzah, the Caphtorims, which came forth out of Caphtor,
destroyed them, and dwelt in their stead.)

The Caphtorims we have an account of, Genesis 10:14.

DEUTERONOMY 2:24-25

Rise ye up, take your journey, and pass over the river Arnon:
behold, I have given into thine hand Sihon the Amorite, king of
Heshbon, and his land: begin to possess /t, and contend with him
in battle. (25) This day will I begin to put the dread of thee and
the fear of thee upon the nations that are under the whole
heaven, who shall hear report of thee, and shall tremble, and be
in anguish because of thee.

16
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Here the LORD begins to give Israel an earnest of his
promises. But what a delightful subject is this, when realized
to the true believer in Jesus: when after all the skirmishes,
conflicts, and trials, through the wilderness, the LORD gives his
people to see that they are more than conquerors, through
his grace helping them. Oh! for the earnest of the SPIRrIT,
which brings the believing soul, through faith, into the very
suburbs of heaven! 2 Corinthians 5:5.

DEUTERONOMY 2:26-29

And | sent messengers out of the wilderness of Kedemoth unto
Sihon king of Heshbon with words of peace, saying, (27) Let me
pass through thy land: I will go along by the high way, | will
neither turn unto the right hand nor to the left. (28) Thou shalt
sell me meat for money, that | may eat; and give me water for
money, that | may drink: only 1 will pass through on my feet; (29)
(As the children of Esau which dwell in Seir, and the Moabites
which dwell in Ar, did unto me;) until | shall pass over Jordan into
the land which the LORD our God giveth us.

Some have thought, and perhaps not improperly, that the
offers and proposals made to S/fion, are not unsimilar to the
proclamation of peace in the gospel of JEsus. When men are
brought under the preached word, and see the privileges and
enjoyments of the LORD'S people, are there not evidences
sufficient to show the most carnal, that there must be
somewhat very interesting in the joyful sound. Ezekiel 2:7.

DEUTERONOMY 2:30-31

But Sihon king of Heshbon would not let us pass by him: for the
LORD thy God hardened his spirit, and made his heart obstinate,
that he might deliver him into thy hand, as appeareth this day.
(31) And the LORD said unto me, Behold, I have begun to give
Sihon and his land before thee: begin to possess, that thou
mayest inherit his land.
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If we consult Genesis 15:16, we shall there discover the best
interpretation of this scripture.

DEUTERONOMY 2:32-37

Then Sihon came out against us, he and all his people, to fight at
Jahaz. (33) And the LORD our God delivered him before us; and
we smote him, and his sons, and all his people. (34) And we took
all his cities at that time, and utterly destroyed the men, and the
women, and the little ones, of every city, we left none to remain:
(35) Only the cattle we took for a prey unto ourselves, and the
spoil of the cities which we took. (36) From Aroer, which /s by the
brink of the river of Arnon, and from the city that /s by the river,
even unto Gilead, there was not one city too strong for us: the
LORD our God delivered all unto us: (37) Only unto the land of
the children of Ammon thou camest not, nor unto any place of the
river Jabbok, nor unto the cities in the mountains, nor unto
whatsoever the LORD our God forbad us.

The imagination can hardly conceive the feelings of Israel on
this victory. They who had so long journeyed in the
wilderness in want and poverty, and surrounded with fiery
flying serpents, they at once to enter into the possession of
lands and houses full of goods, and to so great an extent as
from Arnon to Gilead! But, Reader, while contemplating the
mighty change of Israel in these things, do not stop here, but
look forward, and conceive if it be possible, what a surprise
will burst in upon the soul of one newly escaped, from both
the wilderness of this world, and the prison of the body, when
through being washed in the blood of Jesus, and regenerated
by the HoLy GHosT, the believer is introduced into the
immediate presence and enjoyment of Gop and the LAwmB!
Well might the Apostle, under the sense of it, cry out, Eye
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into the
heart of man, the things which Gob hath prepared for them
that love him. 1 Corinthians 2:9.
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REFLECTIONS

MYsoul! cherish the thought (for it is a precious one) while
beholding the revolutions of states and empires, recorded in
this chapter, how happy the lot of those who belong to a
kingdom which cannot be moved. What indeed can be
wanting to give comfort to the heart of any man who hath a
well-grounded assurance of an interest in the kingdom of
Gob, and of CHriIsT! Dearest King of Zion! do thou reign in my
heart, in my soul, in my affections: and then am | sure thou
wilt in thine own time, which is the best time, drive out before
me all the terrible ones, and all the crafty ones, which now
stand in my way to Canaan. Blessed LORD! let thy HoLY SPIRIT
wean my desires from every alluring object accursed, that |
may covet nothing which belongs to the carnal, but having
thee for my portion, in thee I may find everything, and in
everything enjoy thee.

CHAPTER 3

CONTENTS

The continuation of Moses's discourse is carried through this
chapter. Here are described the victory Israel obtained over
Og king of Bashan, with the division of his dominions, to the
two tribes of Reuben and Gad, and the half tribe of
Manasseh: the order given to Joshua, as the intended
successor of Moses, to carry on the conquest of Canaan:
Moses's earnest request at that time to the LORD, that he
might go over Jordan with the people, and the LORD’s refusal.
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DEUTERONOMY 3:1

Then we turned, and went up the way to Bashan: and Og the king
of Bashan came out against us, he and all his people, to battle at
Edrei.

It is said in one of the Psalms, that the LorD led the people by
a right way to a city of habitation. And so, no doubt, it was.
But the way of Gob's people is sometimes rough and full of
difficulty. This path that Israel was now in, was to the
southward, on the east of Jordan, Psalm 117:7.

DEUTERONOMY 3:2

And the LORD said unto me, Fear him not: for | will deliver him,
and all his people, and his land, into thy hand; and thou shalt do
unto him as thou didst unto Sihon king of the Amorites, which
dwelt at Heshbon.

GoD's promises are precious things, and especially when our
faith is likely to be exercised. And, Reader, do observe, the
LorD not only promised to deliver his people out of their
enemies hand, but to deliver the enemy into his peoples
hand. Such are the sweet assurances of grace. The LorD will
not only rescue his servants from the hand of him that is
stronger than them, but will finally bring Satan under their
feet. Romans 16:20.

DEUTERONOMY 3:3-10

So the LORD our God delivered into our hands Og also, the king of
Bashan, and all his people: and we smote him until none was left
to him remaining. (4) And we took all his cities at that time, there
was not a city which we took not from them, threescore cities, all
the region of Argob, the kingdom of Og in Bashan. (5) All these
cities were fenced with high walls, gates, and bars; beside
unwalled towns a great many. (6) And we utterly destroyed them,
as we did unto Sihon king of Heshbon, utterly destroying the men,
women, and children, of every city. (7) But all the cattle, and the
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spoil of the cities, we took for a prey to ourselves. (8) And we
took at that time out of the hand of the two kings of the Amorites
the land that was on this side Jordan, from the river of Arnon unto
mount Hermon; (9) (Which Hermon the Sidonians call Sirion; and
the Amorites call it Shenir;) (10) All the cities of the plain, and all
Gilead, and all Bashan, unto Salchah and Edrei, cities of the
kingdom of Og in Bashan.

This victory was considered so important (as no doubt it was)
that we find the church celebrating it in a song of praise in
one Psalm, and echoing to the same again in another. See
Psalm 125:10-12, and Psalm 126:17-21.

DEUTERONOMY 3:11

For only Og king of Bashan remained of the remnant of giants;
behold, his bedstead was a bedstead of iron; /s it not in Rabbath
of the children of Ammon? nine cubits was the length thereof, and
four cubits the breadth of it, after the cubit of a man.

The extraordinary stature and size of this man deserves the
Reader's attention. Supposing a cubit to be about half a yard,
then it will follow that this giant's bedstead was four yards
and a half long, and two yards in breadth; and as if wood was
not sufficiently strong to support him, the whole was made of
iron. But, Reader, remark how alike strength and weakness
are when opposed by the arm of Gobp. Oh! that every, poor,
timid believer, would keep in remembrance at all times his
Almighty strength, which is ever engaged on the side of his
people, and which is not unfrequently perfected in his
people’s weakness. Pray read that sweet scripture, Isaiah
41:14-16, &c.

DEUTERONOMY 3:12-20

And this land, which we possessed at that time, from Aroer, which
/s by the river Arnon, and half mount Gilead, and the cities
thereof, gave | unto the Reubenites and to the Gadites. (13) And
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the rest of Gilead, and all Bashan, being the kingdom of Og, gave
I unto the half tribe of Manasseh; all the region of Argob, with all
Bashan, which was called the land of giants. (14) Jair the son of
Manasseh took all the country of Argob unto the coasts of Geshuri
and Maachathi; and called them after his own name,
Bashanhavothjair, unto this day. (15) And | gave Gilead unto
Machir. (16) And unto the Reubenites and unto the Gadites | gave
from Gilead even unto the river Arnon half the valley, and the
border even unto the river Jabbok, which is the border of the
children of Ammon; (17) The plain also, and Jordan, and the coast
thereof, from Chinnereth even unto the sea of the plain, even the
salt sea, under Ashdothpisgah eastward. (18) And I commanded
you at that time, saying, The LORD your God hath given you this
land to possess it: ye shall pass over armed before your brethren
the children of Israel, all that are meet for the war. (19) But your
wives, and your little ones, and your cattle, (for I know that ye
have much cattle,) shall abide in your cities which | have given
you; (20) Until the LORD have given rest unto your brethren, as
well as unto you, and wnti/ they also possess the land which the
LORD your God hath given them beyond Jordan: and then shall ye
return every man unto his possession, which | have given you.

All these verses, and the events recorded in them, are but a
recapitulation of the history which we had before in Numbers
32. to which I refer. | shall only, therefore, detain the Reader
with observing, that the conduct of the Reubenites and
Gadites, which called forth the reproof of Moses upon that
occasion, savored of what is but too often discoverable now
among the LorD’s heritage, | mean a love of indolence and
rest, while Zion is in warfare. Moses, of all men, had an
undoubted right to feel hurt; for we know when he might
have been adopted as the son of Pharaoh's daughter, he
chose rather to suffer affliction with the people of Gobp. Oh!
for more of this zeal and love to the cause of JEsus, in the
present declining day of the church. See Hebrews 11:24-27.

DEUTERONOMY 3:21-22
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And | commanded Joshua at that time, saying, Thine eyes have
seen all that the LORD your God hath done unto these two kings:
so shall the LORD do unto all the kingdoms whither thou passest.
(22) Ye shall not fear them: for the LORD your God he shall fight
for you.

What a delightful view is given us, in this charge of Moses to
Joshua, of this man of Gob's zeal and affection for the LoRD’s
cause. He appeals to Joshua's own knowledge of what had
passed, to arm him for all that was to come. Reader! one of
the sweetest offices of the HoLy GHoOST is to act as the
Remembrancer of Jesus. And when he graciously performs
this office in reminding the believer how in times past the
LorD hath sustained and comforted his people, doth he not
take the most effectual method in giving confidence for all
that is to come? John 14:26.

DEUTERONOMY 3:23-25

And | besought the LORD at that time, saying, (24) O Lord GOD,
thou hast begun to shew thy servant thy greatness, and thy
mighty hand: for what God /s there in heaven or in earth, that can
do according to thy works, and according to thy might? (25) I
pray thee, let me go over, and see the good land that /s beyond
Jordan, that goodly mountain, and Lebanon.

As this is a very interesting part in the life of Moses, and as
the subject held forth to us in it is highly instructive, I would
beg the Reader to pause over it, and remark with me some of
the sweet considerations which arise out of it. And /frst,
consider the mercy prayed for. It was to see that good land,
which was Canaan, the glory of all lands, as the Prophet
called it. Ezekiel 20:6. But it was not simply the good land of
Canaan, considered in respect to its fruitfulness and
excellency, but that goodly mountain and Lebanon, which
Moses longed to behold. And, if 1 mistake, not, the reason
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was this: that goodly mountain was mount Moriah, that
memorable spot where Abraham offered up Isaac, and which
was to become yet infinitely more memorable in gospel-days,
when JEsus, by the one offering of himself, should forever
perfect them that are sanctified. That Moses, under the divine
illumination of the HoLy GHosT, had such views of salvation,
and was perfectly satisfied in all the great leading points of it,
no one, | think, can doubt who compares his first vision of
JEsus at the bush with what the apostle relates of his faith,
under which all his ministry, he expressly tells us, was con-
ducted. It was by faith that he esteemed the reproach of
CHRIST greater riches than the treasures of Egypt. It was
through faith he kept the passover. And what faith, but faith
in the promised and expected Redeemer? Hence the mercy he
prayed for was to behold that memorable spot, which should
be sacred in after ages to the ministry of the LORD JESus.
Hebrews 11:26, &c. But this is not all; for secondly, let us
consider the arguments by which he pleaded for the mercy,
and they were the LORD’s past blessings, which are no doubt
the strongest of all possible reasons to hope in the completion
and fulfillment of all that are to come. It is true, the LorD had
before threatened that he should not go over. But as the LORD
had not sworn to it, as he did in the case of the spies, there
appeared to be room for prayer. See the cases of Hezekiah
and Jonah, 2 Kings 20:1-6. Jonah 3:4.

DEUTERONOMY 3:26-29

But the LORD was wroth with me for your sakes, and would not
hear me: and the LORD said unto me, Let it suffice thee; speak no
more unto me of this matter. (27) Get thee up into the top of
Pisgah, and lift up thine eyes westward, and northward, and
southward, and eastward, and behold /¢ with thine eyes: for thou
shalt not go over this Jordan. (28) But charge Joshua, and
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encourage him, and strengthen him: for he shall go over before
this people, and he shall cause them to inherit the land which
thou shalt see. (29) So we abode in the valley over against
Bethpeor.

Observe with what humility and approbation the man of God
speaks of the LorD's refusal. Oh! it is precious faith which
enables the believer to lay passive in the hand of Gob, and
know no will but his. Reader! do not overlook, however, the
graciousness of the LorD’s answer to Moses. Although his
wisdom did not see fit to comply with his request, he
promised him a sight of the land, which might gratify him;
and the taking him to himself, would amply awake up for the
loss of Canaan. But, passing by the consideration of the man,
what a charming subject ariseth out of it in reference to his
office. Moses, as the law-deliverer to the church, could not be
permitted to bring the people into Canaan; for the law makes
nothing perfect; but the bringing in of a better hope did; and
Joshua, as a type of the LorD JEsus, can only bring his church
to glory. Hebrews 7:19.

REFLECTIONS

AMIDST the various improvements which the perusal of this
Chapter opens to my view, under the teaching of Gobp the
HoLy GHosT, while | behold, as in the case of the kings of
Sihon and Bashan, that giants are but as dwarfs when Gob
fights the battles of his people; and that, while going forth in
the strength of the LorD GobD, making mention of his
righteousness, even his only, | shall be more than conqueror
through him that loveth me: let me desire like Moses, with an
eye of faith, to see that goodly land, and yet more especially
JEsus, the LorD of it, who is the greater Joshua, gone before
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to take possession of it in the name of all his people. Oh! thou
LorD of the country, and of the true tabernacle, which our
Gobp hath pitched and not man, grant, by the influences of thy
HoLy SpIRIT, that my soul may be ever longing, until faith is
realized in vision, for the view of thee, and of thy glory. May
my soul contemplate now by faith all ordinances, means of
grace, and every institution of service, as pointing to thy
Person, and having their consummation in thee; and when
thou shalt give the order for my dismission from this region of
shadows, LORD grant that I may awake up after thy likeness,
to be fully satisfied with thee.

CHAPTER 4

CONTENTS

This Chapter concludes the first part of Moses's Sermon, and
a most pathetic and practical conclusion it is: in which he
earnestly urgeth the people to the love and obedience of the
LORD Gobp of their fathers. In the close of the chapter Moses
appoints certain cities of refuge for the manslayer on that side
Jordan.

DEUTERONOMY 4:1

Now therefore hearken, O Israel, unto the statutes and unto the
judgments, which | teach you, for to do them, that ye may live,
and go in and possess the land which the LORD God of your
fathers giveth you.

Nothing can be more immediate, by way of application, from
all that the man of Gop had said before, than the first word
with which this chapter opens,—now. It is very frequently
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made use of in the gospel. Now (saith Paul) is the accepted
time, now s the day of salvation. 2 Corinthians 6:2.

DEUTERONOMY 4:2

Ye shall not add unto the word which | command you, neither
shall ye diminish owught from it, that ye may keep the
commandments of the LORD your God which I command you.

It is worthy of remark, how jealous the LoRrD is of his name
and glory; in both Testaments of Scripture the precept of
neither adding to, nor diminishing from, is strongly formed.
See Revelation 22:18, 19.

DEUTERONOMY 4:3

Your eyes have seen what the LORD did because of Baalpeor: for
all the men that followed Baalpeor, the LORD thy God hath
destroyed them from among you.

Compare this with Numbers 25:4.

DEUTERONOMY 4:4
But ye that did cleave unto the LORD your God are alive every one
of you this day.

Reader! if your soul be united to JEsus, must not all spiritual
life be derived from this union? Oh! the inexpressible
preciousness of those words of Jesus: because 1 live, ye shall
live also. John 14:19.

DEUTERONOMY 4:5-8

Behold, | have taught you statutes and judgments, even as the
LORD my God commanded me, that ye should do so in the land
whither ye go to possess it. (6) Keep therefore and do them; for
this /s your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the
nations, which shall hear all these statutes, and say, Surely this
great nation /s a wise and understanding people. (7) For what
nation /s there so great, who hath God so nigh unto them, as the
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LORD our God /s in all things that we call upon him for? (8) And
what nation /s there so great, that hath statutes and judgments so
righteous as all this law, which | set before you this day?

Into what an astonishing degree of nearness, are believers
now brought by the blood of Jesus! Reader! pause and
contemplate your vast privileges; and ask your own heart that
guestion, Am | indeed brought nigh, by the blood of JEsus?
Ephesians 2:13.

DEUTERONOMY 4:9

Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou
forget the things which thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart
from thy heart all the days of thy life: but teach them thy sons,
and thy sons’ sons;

It is refreshing to see, that while both Testaments enjoin the
same precept, of keeping the soul diligently, (see Jude 21.)
the apostle had it in commission to tell the church, that the
LorD is the keeper of his people. 1 Peter 1:5. And what is yet
if possible, more endearing; Jesus committed all his people to
the care of the FATHER, in the last evening of his discoursing
with his disciples. John 17:11-15.

DEUTERONOMY 4:10-14

Specially the day that thou stoodest before the LORD thy God in
Horeb, when the LORD said unto me, Gather me the people
together, and | will make them hear my words, that they may
learn to fear me all the days that they shall live upon the earth,
and that they may teach their children. (11) And ye came near
and stood under the mountain; and the mountain burned with fire
unto the midst of heaven, with darkness, clouds, and thick
darkness. (12) And the LORD spake unto you out of the midst of
the fire: ye heard the voice of the words, but saw no similitude;
only ye heard a voice. (13) And he declared unto you his
covenant, which he commanded you to perform, even ten
commandments; and he wrote them upon two tables of stone.
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(14) And the LORD commanded me at that time to teach you
statutes and judgments, that ye might do them in the land
whither ye go over to possess it.

The part of Israel's history, which Moses here referred to,
hath been already commented upon. To that | refer: See
Exodus 19:18. But, Reader, we never can sufficiently attend
to this interesting part of Israel's history, while connecting
with it its typical object. Oh! how sweet, how very sweet is it,
when at any time (considering how awful it would be in our
poor nature, unconnected with JeEsus, to stand before the
LORD in Horeb, to answer the demands of Gob's righteous
law;) we call to mind our high privileges, in seeing our
persons fully justified by the redemption in CHRIST JESUS. Oh!
thou dear Redeemer! give me to sing now, however in broken
and imperfect strains it may be, till 1 come to chaunt it, in
louder sweeter notes with the church above; Worthy is the
LAMB that was slain, to receive all glory, and honour, and
thanksgiving, and praise; for thou wast slain, and hast
redeemed me to Gob by thy blood. Revelation 5:9.

DEUTERONOMY 4:15-18

Take ye therefore good heed unto yourselves; for ye saw no
manner of similitude on the day that the LORD spake unto you in
Horeb out of the midst of the fire: (16) Lest ye corrupt yourselves,
and make you a graven image, the similitude of any figure, the
likeness of male or female, (17) The likeness of any beast that /s
on the earth, the likeness of any winged fowl that flieth in the air,
(18) The likeness of any thing that creepeth on the ground, the
likeness of any fish that /s in the waters beneath the earth:

Moses lays great stress upon the prohibition to similitudes:
not only condemning all /mproper resemblances, but a//
resemblances. “To what will ye liken me?” saith the LORD.
Isaiah 40:18-25. How sweet is pure gospel worship. See our
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LORD’s short but most expressive statement of it. John 4:23,
24,

DEUTERONOMY 4:19

And lest thou lift up thine eyes unto heaven, and when thou seest
the sun, and the moon, and the stars, even all the host of heaven,
shouldest be driven to worship them, and serve them, which the
LORD thy God hath divided unto all nations under the whole
heaven.

It is remarkable, in nations unacquainted with the gospel,
how prone the natives have been found to worship the
heavenly bodies. Reader! think how precious the gospel is,
which hath taught us to consider all these lights of the
firmament, but as the servants of our JEsus. Psalm 19:1-6.

DEUTERONOMY 4:20

But the LORD hath taken you, and brought you forth out of the
iron furnace, even out of Egypt, to be unto him a people of
inheritance, as ye are this day.

I would have the Reader observe with me, how Moses
delights to harp upon that string of distinguishing mercy. The
instances of it are very many, through all the parts of the
history. See it repeated in this chapter, verses 32, &c. Reader!
of all mercies, those which are distinguishing and personal are
the highest and the best. See Deuteronomy 5:3.

DEUTERONOMY 4:21-22

Furthermore the LORD was angry with me for your sakes, and
sware that | should not go over Jordan, and that | should not go
in unto that good land, which the LORD thy God giveth thee for
an inheritance: (22) But | must die in this land, | must not go over
Jordan: but ye shall go over, and possess that good land.
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It is to be questioned whether anything in the annals of
mankind, ever came up to the generous conduct of Moses
upon this occasion; who in his love for Israel, passed by his
own personal humiliation. Never perhaps was he equaled in
this instance, excepting by thee, thou blessed Jesus, who
though rich, yet for our sakes didst become poor, that we
through thy poverty might be made rich. 2 Corinthians 8:9.

DEUTERONOMY 4:23-28

Take heed unto yourselves, lest ye forget the covenant of the
LORD your God, which he made with you, and make you a graven
image, or the likeness of any thing, which the LORD thy God hath
forbidden thee. (24) For the LORD thy God /s a consuming fire,
even a jealous God. (25) When thou shalt beget children, and
children’s children, and ye shall have remained long in the land,
and shall corrupt yourselves, and make a graven image, or the
likeness of any thing, and shall do evil in the sight of the LORD thy
God, to provoke him to anger: (26) | call heaven and earth to
witness against you this day, that ye shall soon utterly perish from
off the land whereunto ye go over Jordan to possess it; ye shall
not prolong your days upon it, but shall utterly be destroyed. (27)
And the LORD shall scatter you among the nations, and ye shall
be left few in number among the heathen, whither the LORD shall
lead you. (28) And there ye shall serve gods, the work of men’s
hands, wood and stone, which neither see, nor hear, nor eat, nor
smell.

Observe the vast earnestness of the Sacred Preacher in the
arguments he adopts to interest the feelings of the people;
and how he dwells, again and again, upon the same very
powerful motives to induce them to obedience. But Reader!
while attending to these things, think yet more particularly,
how our Almighty law-giver, and law-fulfiller, the LORD JEsus
CHRIST, hath secured the faithfulness of his people. See to this
purport that blessed promise, founded as it is, in covenant
security. Jeremiah 32:40.
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DEUTERONOMY 4:29-31

But if from thence thou shalt seek the LORD thy God, thou shalt
find Aim, if thou seek him with all thy heart and with all thy soul.
(30) When thou art in tribulation, and all these things are come
upon thee, even in the latter days, if thou turn to the LORD thy
God, and shalt be obedient unto his voice; (31) (For the LORD thy
God /s a merciful God;) he will not forsake thee, neither destroy
thee, nor forget the covenant of thy fathers which he sware unto
them.

Reader! pause over those verses, and then call to mind that,
concerning the dispersed of Israel, even now in the present
hour this blessed promise hath not lost its force. The promise
is sure. The event must take place. 7he day shall come when
the deliverer shall arise out of Zion, to turn away ungodliness
from Jacob. Compare Isaiah 59:20. with Romans 11:26.

DEUTERONOMY 4:32-40

For ask now of the days that are past, which were before thee,
since the day that God created man upon the earth, and ask from
the one side of heaven unto the other, whether there hath been
any such thing as this great thing /s, or hath been heard like it?
(33) Did ever people hear the voice of God speaking out of the
midst of the fire, as thou hast heard, and live? (34) Or hath God
assayed to go and take him a nation from the midst of another
nation, by temptations, by signs, and by wonders, and by war,
and by a mighty hand, and by a stretched out arm, and by great
terrors, according to all that the LORD your God did for you in
Egypt before your eyes? (35) Unto thee it was shewed, that thou
mightest know that the LORD he /s God; there is none else beside
him. (36) Out of heaven he made thee to hear his voice, that he
might instruct thee: and upon earth he shewed thee his great fire;
and thou heardest his words out of the midst of the fire. (37) And
because he loved thy fathers, therefore he chose their seed after
them, and brought thee out in his sight with his mighty power out
of Egypt; (38) To drive out nations from before thee greater and
mightier than thou art, to bring thee in, to give thee their land for
an inheritance, as /t /s this day. (39) Know therefore this day, and
consider /t in thine heart, that the LORD he /s God in heaven
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above, and upon the earth beneath: there /s none else. (40) Thou
shalt keep therefore his statutes, and his commandments, which 1
command thee this day, that it may go well with thee, and with
thy children after thee, and that thou mayest prolong tiy days
upon the earth, which the LORD thy God giveth thee, for ever.

If we read these verses with an enlightened understanding,
and paraphrase them in gospel terms, as they really ought to
be read by every awakened and regenerated soul, how
precious do the evidences of distinguishing grace manifest
themselves under every one of them, to the believer's own
experience. Reader! suffer me, for example's sake, only to
suppose that you are the happy partaker of the covenant
mercies of Gob in CHRIST; and may | not then say to you, as
Moses did to Israel; Ask now of the days that are past, or of
the thousands of the unawakened around you: did any of
them ever hear the sweet voice of the HoLy GHOST in his
word? Hath your GobD taken you out of the midst of a sinful
world, in which you dwelt at ease, while in your un-
regeneracy, like Israel in Egypt: and hath he caused you to
hear his voice and endeared all his covenant mercies to your
heart? Hath he undertaken to drive out all the enemies of
your salvation before you, and give you an inheritance,
among them that are sanctified? Oh! how precious is it to
remark distinguishing mercies; and how powerfully do the
arguments, like those of Moses to Israel, constrain the true
believer in Jesus! Compare those two last verses, with that
sweet one of the Apostles. 2 Corinthians 5:14, 15.

DEUTERONOMY 4:41-43

Then Moses severed three cities on this side Jordan toward the
sunrising; (42) That the slayer might flee thither, which should kill
his neighbour unawares, and hated him not in times past; and
that fleeing unto one of these cities he might live: (43) Namely,

33



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

Bezer in the wilderness, in the plain country, of the Reubenites;
and Ramoth in Gilead, of the Gadites; and Golan in Bashan, of the
Manassites.

Gob hath given commandment concerning those cities of
refuge: Numbers 35:9-34. But of such importance was the
thing itself, that Moses in the very opening as it were, of his
sermon, breaks off to follow up the LORD’S precept concerning
this thing. But is there not a gospel sense in it, and that of a
very interesting nature? | think there is. Are not those cities of
refuge all typical of JEsus? Is not every one a manslayer, that
slays his own soul by sin? And if the avenger of blood, which
is death, overtake the sinner (and death is hourly pursuing
him) before the poor soul-murderer hath found refuge in the
blood, and righteousness of JEsus; is not his ruin inevitable?
Reader! do not overlook the sweet mercy read to us in these
verses, in that the city of refuge was open every way. Yes!
JEsus is the way for every poor sinner to find refuge in; and
he is open to both the Israelite and the stranger, from all
parts of the earth: they shall come (our Jesus saith) from the
east and from the west, from the north and from the south.
Precious salvation!

I do not insist upon the names Moses gave to those cities: yet
considered with an eye to Jesus, and as the Man of Gob hath
particularized them with names, which in their original
acceptation are peculiarly apposite to some of the
distinguishing characters of Jesus; | do not think it would be
right wholly to pass them by unnoticed. Observe that Bezer,
in the original, signifies a strong hold. And is not JEsus a
shelter and strong hold from the storm, and a refuge from the
tempest? lIsaiah 32:2. Rameth, signifies what is high or
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exalted. And to what an heighth of excellence and of glory, is
the LorD JEsus in his redemption work exalted? Philippians
2:6-11. Golan intimates great joy and glory. And is it not said
that in Jesus shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and shall
glory? lIsaiah 45:25.

DEUTERONOMY 4:44-49

And this /s the law which Moses set before the children of Israel:
(45) These are the testimonies, and the statutes, and the
judgments, which Moses spake unto the children of Israel, after
they came forth out of Egypt, (46) On this side Jordan, in the
valley over against Bethpeor, in the land of Sihon king of the
Amorites, who dwelt at Heshbon, whom Moses and the children of
Israel smote, after they were come forth out of Egypt: (47) And
they possessed his land, and the land of Og king of Bashan, two
kings of the Amorites, which were on this side Jordan toward the
sunrising; (48) From Aroer, which /s by the bank of the river
Arnon, even unto mount Sion, which /s Hermon, (49) And all the
plain on this side Jordan eastward, even unto the sea of the plain,
under the springs of Pisgah.

The Man of Gop is particular in marking down the very spot,
where he rehearsed and performed these things for Israel:
because the place was truly memorable; for Israel now
possessed, as it were, the earnest of the promised land. And
there is somewhat striking also in the observation, that it was
over against Beth-peor, that is, the idol temple of the Gob of
the Moabites. And where so proper to show GobD's people
their mercies, as in the very face of the ungodly world? Oh!
how ought the people of Gob to enumerate their mercies, and
to mark down the several tokens of distinguishing grace,
when they are in the very moment beholding that the LorD
hath called them out from among the carnal, and manifested
himself to them otherwise than he doth to the world. That is a
precious Scripture of Paul's to this purpose, 1 Corinthians 4:7.
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REFLECTIONS

SWEET and precious Chapter, when explained to my soul by
the HoLy GHosT, in reference to my adored Redeemer. May
the LORD give me grace to read it with all possible reverence
and affection; and may he open mine eyes to see the
wondrous things of his law. Oh! may | be enabled to see the
vast claims there are upon me, by virtue of my covenant
relationship in CHrIST Jesus; and as powerfully find grace to
live in them. And as | trust the LorD hath stretched forth his
Almighty arm, and assayed, as in the case of Israel, to go and
gather me from another nation, greater and mightier than I
am; and hath brought me out: Oh! may the same most
merciful Gobp in CHRIST, which hath called me by his grace,
support and keep me by his power. Dear Jesus! be thou my
city of refuge, my hiding place, my security, my Gob, my
portion! LorD, | come to thee, and do thou remember thy
sweet promise, for thou hast said, all that the FATHER giveth
thee shall come, and him that cometh thou wilt in no wise
cast out.

CHAPTER 5

CONTENTS

In this Chapter, Moses reassumes the subject of his Sermon.
He brings to the remembrance of Israel that great event, of
the giving of the law at Horeb, when Moses acted as a
Mediator between GobD and Israel. He repeats the ten
commandments, and subjoins his observations upon them,
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reminds them of what they had said at that time, and takes
occaslon, once more, to enforce the great duty of obedience.

DEUTERONOMY 5:1

And Moses called all Israel, and said unto them, Hear, O Israel,
the statutes and judgments which | speak in your ears this day,
that ye may learn them, and keep, and do them.

The chapter opens with the man of Gop calling the assembly
of the people, and demanding audience to his words. Reader!
it is sweet to mark our privileges in the gospel church. You
and | have learnt, | hope, that the calling of assemblies, and
the privilege of ordinances, however valuable in themselves,
are nothing without the SPIRIT'S gracious presence and
influence. Gob's ministers may, indeed, like Moses, command
attention, but unless the LorRD himself give the hearing ear,
we shall not hear what the SpIRIT saith unto the churches.
Revelation 2:11. 29.

DEUTERONOMY 5:2
The LORD our God made a covenant with us in Horeb.

I wish the Reader to have a clear conception of the nature
and design of this covenant here spoken of. It is not the
Covenant of grace: for this was made in the council of peace
between the Persons of the GopbHEAD, and founded wholly on
the divine fulfillment by CHriST JEsus. | have given him (saith
the FATHER, speaking of the Person of the Son,) for a
Covenant to the people. Isaiah 42:6. Zechariah 6:13. But this
covenant is explained to us by the apostle, when he expressly
tells us that it was intermediate, and preparatory to the
coining of gospel times; and that it was intended only to act
as a schoolmaster, to bring us unto CHrIST. It would swell the
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Commentary to an unnecessary length, and in some measure
defeat the intention of this humble work, which is designed to
lead the Reader from one Scripture to another, to quote all
that the apostle, acting under the HoLy GHosT, hath said upon
this subject. | refer the Reader therefore to the passage itself,
and cannot but earnestly request that he will not dismiss this
chapter of Moses before he hath consulted the writings of the
apostle on the subject. See Galatians 3:15-25.

DEUTERONOMY 5:3
The LORD made not this covenant with our fathers, but with us,
even us, who are all of us here alive this day.

It is a very interesting remark of Moses, in this verse, that the
covenant here spoken of was not confined to the days of
Abraham, or the Fathers; but that the law, to which Moses
referred, was all subsequent to the covenant made, or rather
revealed, to Abraham. A plain proof, as Paul in his comment
upon it hath observed, that the proclamation of GobD's
covenant of grace, made known to Abraham concerning Re-
demption by the LorD Jesus, and which the rite of
circumcision was appointed as a sign and seal of for the
confirmation of the faith, could not be rendered void, or
become conditional, by the law given on Horeb, which was
four hundred and thirty years after. A delightful consideration
to the believer, who would tremble at mount Sinai but for
this, and now rejoices that he is come to Mount Zion.
Hebrews 12:1 8-24.

DEUTERONOMY 5:4
The LORD talked with you face to face in the mount out of the
midst of the fire,
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What is here said of face to face, the Chaldee paraphrase
more agreeably to the analogy of faith, renders word to word.

DEUTERONOMY 5:5

(I stood between the LORD and you at that time, to shew you the
word of the LORD: for ye were afraid by reason of the fire, and
went not up into the mount;) saying,

Who doth net see, in this view of Moses, a lively type of the
LorD Jesus, the only Mediator between Gob and man. Yes!
blessed Jesus! thou art indeed the only day's-man, capable of
standing between a justly offended Gop, and perishing dying
sinners. It was thou only, (then, and now, and forever),
couldst perform this gracious, merciful office! LorD, be thou
my Mediator still; and while holding forth the spotless law of
Gop, enable me to behold thy spotless righteousness, as
having fulfilled the law for me, that I may have a clear
apprehension, and as clear a faith, that thou art the end of
the law for righteousness to every one that believeth. Romans
10:4.

DEUTERONOMY 5:6-21

I am the LORD thy God, which brought thee out of the land of
Egypt, from the house of bondage. (7) Thou shalt have none
other gods before me. (8) Thou shalt not make thee any graven
image, or any likeness of any thing that /s in heaven above, or
that /s in the earth beneath, or that /s in the waters beneath the
earth: (9) Thou shalt not bow down thyself unto them, nor serve
them: for | the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the
iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth
generation of them that hate me, (10) And shewing mercy unto
thousands of them that love me and keep my commandments.
(11) Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain:
for the LORD will not hold A/im guiltless that taketh his name in
vain. (12) Keep the sabbath day to sanctify it, as the LORD thy
God hath commanded thee. (13) Six days thou shalt labour, and
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do all thy work: (14) But the seventh day /s the sabbath of the
LORD thy God: /n jt thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son,
nor thy daughter, nor thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor
thine ox, nor thine ass, nor any of thy cattle, nor thy stranger that
/s within thy gates; that thy manservant and thy maidservant may
rest as well as thou. (15) And remember that thou wast a servant
in the land of Egypt, and that the LORD thy God brought thee out
thence through a mighty hand and by a stretched out arm:
therefore the LORD thy God commanded thee to keep the sabbath
day. (16) Honour thy father and thy mother, as the LORD thy God
hath commanded thee; that thy days may be prolonged, and that
it may go well with thee, in the land which the LORD thy God
giveth thee. (17) Thou shalt not kill. (18) Neither shalt thou
commit adultery. (19) Neither shalt thou steal. (20) Neither shalt
thou bear false witness against thy neighbour. (21) Neither shalt
thou desire thy neighbour's wife, neither shalt thou covet thy
neighbour's house, his field, or his manservant, or his
maidservant, his ox, or his ass, or any thing that /s thy
neighbour’s.

I hardly think it necessary to comment upon these
commandments afresh, after what was offered on this subject
in the Commentary for the 20™ Chapter of Exodus. | would
only beg to point out to the Reader, that there is somewhat of
a variation in this new edition of the Commandments, to what
was first given in the Book of Exodus. It is a variation only of
words however, not of meaning. Perhaps the HoLy GHOST
intended by this to teach the LoRrD’s people, that when at any
time from their strength of memory, they Endeavour to
comfort themselves, or be useful to others, in rehearsing any
of the words of Gop, that they should not alarm themselves
with unnecessary fears, it in their quotation they adhere to
the sense of the passage,. though they may not express the
very words of the writer. We have a great number of in-
stances of this kind in the Scriptures. Thus for example; Paul's
address before Agrippa, and the relation of the history itself
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to which that address refers, is nut in words exactly the same;
but the fact itself is. See Acts 9 with 26. So again, the LORD's
prayer hath a variation; but yet the sum and substance is the
same. Compare Matthew 6 with Luke 11.

DEUTERONOMY 5:22

These words the LORD spake unto all your assembly in the mount
out of the midst of the fire, of the cloud, and of the thick
darkness, with a great voice: and he added no more. And he
wrote them in two tables of stone, and delivered them unto me.

What a lively representation is here given, /n this verse, of the
terrors of the law! Oh! how sweet and precious is it to a soul,
truly distressed, under the terrors of a broken law, to hear the
mild and soul-reviving language of the gospel. Reader! have
you ever entered, by faith in a dear Redeemer, into the full
meaning and enjoyment of what the apostle saith, Ye are not
come to the mount that burned with fire. Hebrews 12:18.

DEUTERONOMY 5:23-27

And it came to pass, when ye heard the voice out of the midst of
the darkness, (for the mountain did burn with fire,) that ye came
near unto me, even all the heads of your tribes, and your elders;
(24) And ye said, Behold, the LORD our God hath shewed us his
glory and his greatness, and we have heard his voice out of the
midst of the fire: we have seen this day that God doth talk with
man, and he liveth. (25) Now therefore why should we die? for
this great fire will consume us: if we hear the voice of the LORD
our God any more, then we shall die. (26) For who /s there of all
flesh, that hath heard the voice of the living God speaking out of
the midst of the fire, as we have, and lived? (27) Go thou near,
and hear all that the LORD our God shall say: and speak thou
unto us all that the LORD our God shall speak unto thee; and we
will hear /¢ and do /t.

How much of gospel is in these verses! And how in these
early ages was the great doctrine of a Mediator shadowed
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forth, even in the dispensation of the law! Reader! pause over
the perusal of the fears and consternations which are so
natural in a guilty mind. Depend upon it, in all ages, they
have been, and ever must be, the same. Think then, in this
view, what a precious and invaluable thing it must he, in the
hour of Gobp's tremendous judgments, to have an advocate
with the FATHER, JESUS CHRIST the righteous; and to know him,
and to rest in him, as the sure propitiation for our sins. 1 John
2:1, 2.

DEUTERONOMY 5:28-30

And the LORD heard the voice of your words, when ye spake unto
me; and the LORD said unto me, | have heard the voice of the
words of this people, which they have spoken unto thee: they
have well said all that they have spoken. (29) O that there were
such an heart in them, that they would fear me, and keep all my
commandments always, that it might be well with them, and with
their children for ever! (30) Go say to them, Get you into your
tents again.

What a delightful view is here afforded us of the love and
mercy of Gob our father! With what affection he speaks of his
people; and with what earnestness he desires their salvation.
My soul! ever keep in remembrance the everlasting love of
him who so loved the world as to give his only begotten Son,
to the end that all that believe in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life. And pray for continual grace to preserve
alive in thy mind the recollection, that the united love of the
FATHER, SON, and SPIRIT, are the joint causes of thy salvation.

DEUTERONOMY 5:31

But as for thee, stand thou here by me, and | will speak unto thee
all the commandments, and the statutes, and the judgments,
which thou shalt teach them, that they may do them in the land
which | give them to possess it.
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Beholding Moses, in this instance, as he really was, the type
and figure of Jesus; and what a refreshing thought is it to the
mind of the believer! Yes, Reader! there ever was, and is, and
ever will be, One With the FATHER whom he heareth alway.
Give him my soul thy cause, and fear not the final issue.

DEUTERONOMY 5:32-33

Ye shall observe to do therefore as the LORD your God hath
commanded you: ye shall not turn aside to the right hand or to
the left. (33) Ye shall walk in all the ways which the LORD your
God hath commanded you, that ye may live, and that it may be
well with you, and that ye may prolong your days in the land
which ye shall possess.

How very suitable is the conclusion which the man of Gob
makes of his solemn address. And hedged in, and surrounded
as we are, in the gospel dispensation, think Reader how
impossible it will be in any of us to escape, if we neglect so
great salvation. Hebrews 2:3.

REFLECTIONS

OH! thou great law-giver, and law-fulfiller, of a better
dispensation, founded upon better promises! May | behold
thee in all thy precious offices and characters, while reading
in this chapter thy servant Moses commanding the attention
of the people. In the name of JEHovAH thou camest personally
once in the days of thy flesh; and now thou comest spiritually
in the day of thy power, commanding all thy people to hear
the gospel offer of thy blood and righteousness! Oh! give me
grace, to receive thy precious word, and cry out, with the
affection of one of old, Oh! how I love thy law! it is my
meditation all the day! Blessed Jesus! may it be my portion to
receive the law of faith, which is obeyed, not by works of
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righteousness, which | have done, or can do, but by thine
own perfect obedience, in a law-fulfilling, and law-satisfying
righteousness. And grant, gracious Gobp, that while | see
myself justified by thy blood and righteousness from all things
by which I never could be justified by the law of Moses, may |
be enabled, by the sweet influences of the HoLy GHOST, so to
live a life of faith, on thee and thy complete salvation, that
though dead to the law, as a covenant of works, I may not be
without law unto Gobp, but under the law to CHRIST.

CHAPTER 6

CONTENTS

This Chapter is a continuation of the same subject as the
former. The man of Gob /s exceedingly earnest in enforcing
obedlence to all the precepts contained in the covenant.

DEUTERONOMY 6:1

Now these are the commandments, the statutes, and the
judgments, which the LORD your God commanded to teach you,
that ye might do #4em in the land whither ye go to possess it:

As the religion of the LorD Jesus distinguisheth his followers
from all others that are in the earth, so will it follow that his
people are distinguished by their life and conversation from all
others. It is a charming feature of character which the Jewish
council, in the first age of the gospel, gave of the apostles,
when it is said of them, they took knowledge of them, that
they had been with Jesus. Acts 4:13.

DEUTERONOMY 6:2-3
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That thou mightest fear the LORD thy God, to keep all his statutes
and his commandments, which | command thee, thou, and thy
son, and thy son’s son, all the days of thy life; and that thy days
may be prolonged. (3) Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe to do
/t; that it may be well with thee, and that ye may increase
mightily, as the LORD God of thy fathers hath promised thee, in
the land that floweth with milk and honey.

Reader! do examine in your own heart for that which is
among the first evidences of a renewed life, the fear of the
Lorp, for the sacred writer had it in commission to say, that it
is the beginning of wisdom. And if you possess this filial,
child-like fear, as distinguished from the fear of bondage,
learn to give the LorD the glory of it. See Jeremiah 32:40.
compared with Romans 8:15. Moses adds a sweet note to the
end of this verse, in taking in the consideration of the
children, and the children’s children. Yes! the promise of the
covenant in CHRIST JESus, is to be a Gob in CHRIST to our
offspring: See that precious promise to this effect, Isaiah
44:3. 59:21.

DEUTERONOMY 6:4
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God /s one LORD:

What a blessed verse is this, which folds within its short, but
mighty contents, the foundation of all our faith. Our Gop,
though existing in a manner totally distinct from all his
creatures in a threefold character of Person, is but one and
the same JEHOVAH. For, as the apostle beautifully represents
it, There are Three that bear record in heaven; the FATHER,
the WoRrbD, and the HoLy GHoST; yet these three are but one. |
would beg the Reader to remark with me, that though the
verse be but short, yet no less than three times is the glorious
name of JEHOVAH repeated in it. May we not suppose, that the
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very design of this was to convey the glorious truth of a
threefold character of Persons in the divine unity? Happy the
soul who hath an evidence in his own breast of the truth of
this; in being enabled there to trace the tokens of the
FATHER's love, and the Redeemer's grace, and the SPIRIT'S
fellowship. 1 detain the Reader only to make a short
observation more upon this precious Verse, and to ask him,
whether the manner in which Moses calls upon Israel to
attend to this leading truth, that our Gob is but one LORD,
doth not carry with it a testimony, that as the people had
been accustomed to receive tokens of a plurality of persons in
the GODHEAD, they were not to lose sight, at the same time, of
the unity of the divine essence. 1 John 5:7.

DEUTERONOMY 6:5
And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy might.

Reader! do you know anything of this precept in your own
experience? If so, bless the HoLy GHosT for shedding abroad
this love in your heart: for he is the author of it. 2
Thessalonians 3:5.

DEUTERONOMY 6:6-8

And these words, which | command thee this day, shall be in thine
heart: (7) And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children,
and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when
thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when
thou risest up. (8) And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine
hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes.

What can the imagination form of more loveliness, than that
of beholding a pious parent encircled by his little family, to
whom he is recounting the LORD’S gracious dealings with his
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soul. Reader! only picture to yourself a father, or a master,
thus engaged, and then ask, whether the blessing of the LORD
must not rest upon such households! And observe moreover,
the care that is taken, by the Jewish law-giver, acting in his
high character under Gob, to enforce religion as a personal
thing, as well as a national concern. The words of Gob were
to be bound for a sign, to the man himself, and to a// with
whom he, had to do; sweetly intimating thereby, that the
whole life and conversation were to carry a suitable
correspondence to the profession. Neither was this all, the
posts of the house were to have the same inscription, that the
stranger, and every one passing by, might know that the
LorD’s servant dwelt there. Reader! do not overlook the
provision of the gospel, on these grand points. Our whole
conversation is to be such as becometh the gospel of CHRIST.
And whatsoever we do, in word, or deed, all is to be done to
Gop's glory. Not merely on our doors, but in our hearts,
CHRIST is to be formed, and dwell there. LorRD! grant both
Writer and Reader these decisive evidences that we are thine,
Philippians 1:27.

DEUTERONOMY 6:9-12

And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on
thy gates. (10) And it shall be, when the LORD thy God shall have
brought thee into the land which he sware unto thy fathers, to
Abraham, to lIsaac, and to Jacob, to give thee great and goodly
cities, which thou buildedst not, (11) And houses full of all good
things, which thou filledst not, and wells digged, which thou
diggedst not, vineyards and olive trees, which thou plantedst not;
when thou shalt have eaten and be full; (12) 7/en beware lest
thou forget the LORD, which brought thee forth out of the land of
Egypt, from the house of bondage.
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Observe, how the man of Gop speaks with confidence of the
people's possessing Canaan, as if it were already in
possession. Reader! do not overlook the sweet property of
faith. And why should not true believers in JEsus speak with
the same confidence of their heavenly inheritance, since he is
gone before to take possession of it in their name John 14:1,
2. Observe also what stress Moses lays, upon the attention to
a change of circumstances, when from, a wilderness state
they are brought into the full enjoyment of every earthly
felicity. 7hen beware; as if, (and no doubt it is) this were the
critical time—then, when in prosperity, the heart is lifted up,
we are in most danger of forgetting Gop. Reader! look into
the state of your own mind concerning this! Wise was the
prayer of Agur, Proverbs 30:7-9.

DEUTERONOMY 6:13-19

Thou shalt fear the LORD thy God, and serve him, and shalt swear
by his name. (14) Ye shall not go after other gods, of the gods of
the people which are round about you; (15) (For the LORD thy
God /s a jealous God among you) lest the anger of the LORD thy
God be kindled against thee, and destroy thee from off the face of
the earth. (16) Ye shall not tempt the LORD your God, as ye
tempted Aim in Massah. (17) Ye shall diligently keep the
commandments of the LORD your God, and his testimonies, and
his statutes, which he hath commanded thee. (18) And thou shalt
do that which is right and good in the sight of the LORD: that it
may be well with thee, and that thou mayest go in and possess
the good land which the LORD sware unto thy fathers, (19) To
cast out all thine enemies from before thee, as the LORD hath
spoken.

These are so many, beautiful repetitions of the same
important precepts; and all leading to the same point, to
intimate the jealousy of the LORD over his people. Reader!
only pause and consider what evidences of divine love the life
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of every truly regenerated disciple of the blessed Jesus is
marked with, in the original, free, and unpurchased mercy of
the FATHER; the tender and expensive testimonies of the SoN,
and the gracious tokens of the HoLy GHosT; and then ask
yourself whether such unequalled love hath not a just cause
for jealousy; and especially, when you and | sometimes, and
not unfrequently, allow even the slightest and most trifling
things to carry away our mind and affection from the LORD
Gop of all our happiness.

DEUTERONOMY 6:20-25

And when thy son asketh thee in time to come, saying, What
mean the testimonies, and the statutes, and the judgments, which
the LORD our God hath commanded you? (21) Then thou shalt
say unto thy son, We were Pharaoh’s bondmen in Egypt; and the
LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand: (22) And the
LORD shewed signs and wonders, great and sore, upon Egypt,
upon Pharaoh, and upon all his household, before our eyes: (23)
And he brought us out from thence, that he might bring us in, to
give us the land which he sware unto our fathers. (24) And the
LORD commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear the LORD
our God, for our good always, that he might preserve us alive, as
jt /s at this day. (25) And it shall be our righteousness, if we
observe to do all these commandments before the LORD our God,
as he hath commanded us.

What a most delightful subject seems to be opened to us in
these verses. The Jewish children are naturally supposed to
enquire into the peculiarities of their fathers faith. And the
fathers are supposed as naturally to be earnest in gratifying
their infant minds in the information of the truth. Oh! that all
christian parents, and masters of families, were but alive to
this most interesting business! Reader! do turn to the gospel,
and take a view of the children in the temple, when, under
the divine teaching of the HoLy GHosT, they were saluting the
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blessed Redeemer with Hosannas. This will afford somewhat
of an idea of the loveliness of early piety. Matthew 21:9. 16.
Psalm 8:2. | only detain the Reader, just to observe, what
Moses saith of the conduct of Israel, that it shall be their
righteousness, (an imputed righteousness implied,) meaning,
no doubt, that all their acceptance would be in Gob their
Savior, and in his complete righteousness; for the apostle tells
us, that CHrRIST is the end of the law for righteousness to
every one that believeth. Reader! do not fail to consult the
apostle upon this important subject. Romans 10:3.

REFLECTIONS

BLESSED Gob! may it be my happiness to be distinguished
from all carnal and ungodly persons, and to carry about with
me, wherever | go, all the distinguishing features of character
which should mark thy people. I rejoice, gracious Gop, in the
recollection of the unity of the divine essence, and while |
pray for continual grace to live a life of faith in the constant
enjoyment of communion and fellowship with all the Persons
of the GODHEAD, may it be my joy and comfort, the conviction
of this first and most glorious truth, the LorRD our GopD is one
LORD!

Oh! that all who in the present hour are tempted to question,
whether the LORD JEHOVAH existeth in a plurality of persons or
not, would read those numberless passages, where the word
LorRD which is singular and means the one glorious JEHOVAH is
joined with the word Gop in the plural: as if forever to silence
the blasphemy of infidels and to strengthen and confirm the
faith of believers. And oh! that all the seed of Abraham
according to the flesh would consult their own scriptures on
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this glorious truth, that when they discover the sacred name
of, Jacob's Gob joined with words that are plural, they might
no longer doubt whether a plurality of persons exist in Him
who is the glorious Gob of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob! Hasten
thou great deliverer, and arise out of Zion to turn away
ungodliness from Jacob.

LorD! | beseech thee give me grace, that the vital religion of
my adored Redeemer, may be with me a family religion, a
personal religion, A religion manifested to all the world. May it
be my glory, and delight, to let everyone know whose | am,
and whom 1| love, and desire to serve in the gospel of Gob's
dear SoN. Yes! thou blessed Redeemer, be thou my portion,
my joy, my happiness, my delight; and be thou my LORD my
righteousness, that | may speak of it every day, and all the
day, and wear thy holy and dear name as a seal upon mine
heart, and upon mine arm; and as frontlets between mine
eyes. And do thou, dearest LorD, own me for thine, both now
and when thou comest to make up thy jewels.

CHAPTER 7

CONTENTS

Moses continueth his discourse throughout this Chapter. In
addition to the same general instructions to obedience, and
adherence to the LORD, here are precepts of prohibition
against Israel forming any alliance with his enemies.

DEUTERONOMY 7:1
When the LORD thy God shall bring thee into the land whither
thou goest to possess it, and hath cast out many nations before
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thee, the Hittites, and the Girgashites, and the Amorites, and the
Canaanites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites,
seven nations greater and mightier than thou;

There is somewhat wonderfully striking, in the distinguishing
favor manifested to Israel. Gob not only chose Israel in
preference to other nations, but to seven nations, the
greatest and mightiest monarchies of the then known world.
And what is the gospel state now? Not many mighty, not
many noble, (says the apostle) are called. See Paul's ob-
servation upon it, compared with our dear LORD’S precious
conclusion: and then ask your own heart, What are your
views of this distinguishing grace, as it respects yourself. 1
Corinthians 1:26, 27. Matthew 11:25, 26.

DEUTERONOMY 7:2

And when the LORD thy God shall deliver them before thee; thou
shalt smite them, and utterly destroy them; thou shalt make no
covenant with them, nor shew mercy unto them:

If we consider this sweet chapter as it ought to be
considered, spiritually then will it follow, that as the enemies
which opposed our fathers, in their possession of Canaan,
were all typical of the spiritual foes which war against the
LorD’s Israel now, in their pursuit of an heavenly Canaan, we
can do nothing less than vow an everlasting war against all
the enemies of our salvation. Reader! what are the seven
nations which come out against you, but those swarms of
vain thoughts, worldly cares, lustful affections, the unbelief of
the heart, the rebellion of the mind, and Satan and the world;
all in colleague against the poor sinner at once? And who
would make peace with those deadly foes, who had his own
eternal welfare in prospect before him? | fear that the want of
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attention to this hath been the means of leading some
Readers into a false conclusion, as if those precepts, which
express the command of Gob to a total destruction of the
enemies of the LorD's lIsrael, are very harsh. Seen in this
point of view, it must immediately strike every sincere mind,
that there can be no mercy shown to those lusts of ours, and
those enemies of our Gob, which would rob us of our crown,
and the LorD Gob of his glory. See, with this explanation, that
passage, 2 Samuel 12:31.

DEUTERONOMY 7:3-4

Neither shalt thou make marriages with them; thy daughter thou
shalt not give unto his son, nor his daughter shalt thou take unto
thy son. (4) For they will turn away thy son from following me,
that they may serve other gods: so will the anger of the LORD be
kindled against you, and destroy thee suddenly.

I pause over these verses to remark, how awfully these truths
of Gob are sometimes verified, in the carnal alliances which
believers unhappily make with the ungodly. Be not unequally
yoked, saith the Apostle, with unbelievers. And yet, some
there are who, in direct defiance both to the precepts of Gob
in this chapter, and to his servant's earnest advice, in
following up his LORD’'S command, presume to do the reverse;
pretending the hope, that though the LorD hath forbidden it,
they may be the instruments of converting them, when the
LorD hath declared they will rather be seduced and corrupted
themselves. 2 Corinthians 6:14-18.

DEUTERONOMY 7:5

But thus shall ye deal with them; ye shall destroy their altars, and
break down their images, and cut down their groves, and burn
their graven images with fire.

53



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

Read the pious zeal of Josiah, upon this occasion, 2
Chronicles 34:3, 4.

DEUTERONOMY 7:6

For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God: the LORD thy
God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto himself, above
all people that are upon the face of the earth.

Who can read this without crying out with Moses, “Happy art
thou, O Israel; who is like unto thee, O people, saved by the
LorD?” And who but must wish to be of the number of Israel!
Deuteronomy 33:29.

DEUTERONOMY 7:7-8

The LORD did not set his love upon you, nor choose you, because
ye were more in number than any people; for ye were the fewest
of all people: (8) But because the LORD loved you, and because
he would keep the oath which he had sworn unto your fathers,
hath the LORD brought you out with a mighty hand, and
redeemed you out of the house of bondmen, from the hand of
Pharaoh king of Egypt.

I hardly know a passage in the Old Testament more sweetly
expressive of the freeness and sovereignty of grace; and
more encouraging at the same time to the mind of every poor
enquiring sinner. Dear Jesus! and are all the numberless
proofs of thy mercy towards thy people, the sole result of the
FATHER's everlasting love, thine own most free and unmerited
grace, and the blessed SrirIT's fellowship? LorD! help me ever
to keep these gracious testimonies in view, to comfort my
soul in a dark and trying hour. 1 John 4:19.

DEUTERONOMY 7:9

Know therefore that the LORD thy God, he /s God, the faithful
God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love him
and keep his commandments to a thousand generations;
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Precious character indeed, the faithful Gob! on whom I rest all
my certain assurances of mercy and salvation in JEsus. Sweet
consideration! our GobD abideth faithful; even, saith the
apostle, though we believe not, he cannot deny himself.
Reader, cherish the blessed expression! Did not the apostle
intend to express, that however poor and wretched our belief
is, yet the FATHER must be faithful to his Son Jesus in all his
covenant promises, which are all yea and amen in him. See 2
Timothy 2:13. 2 Corinthians 1:20.

DEUTERONOMY 7:10

And repayeth them that hate him to their face, to destroy them:
he will not be slack to him that hateth him, he will repay him to
his face.

How awful are the expressions we sometimes meet with in
scripture, in the midst of mercies. And is not that very gospel,
which to some is the savor of life unto life, to others the savor
of death unto death? 2 Corinthians 2:15, 16.

DEUTERONOMY 7:11-16

Thou shalt therefore keep the commandments, and the statutes,
and the judgments, which | command thee this day, to do them.
(12) Wherefore it shall come to pass, if ye hearken to these
judgments, and keep, and do them, that the LORD thy God shall
keep unto thee the covenant and the mercy which he sware unto
thy fathers: (13) And he will love thee, and bless thee, and
multiply thee: he will also bless the fruit of thy womb, and the
fruit of thy land, thy corn, and thy wine, and thine oil, the increase
of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep, in the land which he
sware unto thy fathers to give thee. (14) Thou shalt be blessed
above all people: there shall not be male or female barren among
you, or among your cattle. (15) And the LORD will take away from
thee all sickness, and will put none of the evil diseases of Egypt,
which thou knowest, upon thee; but will lay them upon all them
that hate thee. (16) And thou shalt consume all the people which
the LORD thy God shall deliver thee; thine eye shall have no pity
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upon them: neither shalt thou serve their gods; for that wil/ be a
snare unto thee.

All these are so many beautiful recapitulations of the same
important precepts and promises blended. Upon so grand and
infinitely momentous a concern, we need line upon line, and
precept upon precept.

DEUTERONOMY 7:17-20

If thou shalt say in thine heart, These nations are more than I;
how can | dispossess them? (18) Thou shalt not be afraid of
them: but shalt well remember what the LORD thy God did unto
Pharaoh, and unto all Egypt; (19) The great temptations which
thine eyes saw, and the signs, and the wonders, and the mighty
hand, and the stretched out arm, whereby the LORD thy God
brought thee out: so shall the LORD thy God do unto all the
people of whom thou art afraid. (20) Moreover the LORD thy God
will send the hornet among them, until they that are left, and hide
themselves from thee, be destroyed.

Here again, as before, Israel is reminded of Gob's former
mercies, as the surest encouragement to the expectation of
future favors. Reader! | pray you mark it down in the history
of your own life—the mercy | need tomorrow is best ensured
in the mercy | received yesterday. Remember what was
before said: “Know, therefore, that the LorD thy GobD he is
Gop, the faithful Gob. He is, he will be, faithful.” And nothing
so sweet, as to look back and trace proofs of it, as we have
come along the path of grace. The HoLy GHOST acts in one of
his dearest offices, when as the Remembrancer of CHRIST
JEsus, he takes of the things of Jesus in his loving kindnesses
which are past, and showeth them to the people. John 14:26.

DEUTERONOMY 7:21
Thou shalt not be affrighted at them: for the LORD thy God /s
among you, a mighty God and terrible.
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Do not overlook the frequency of the expression, neither the
vast and infinite importance of it; for it is the foundation of
every other comfort, wherein JEHOVAH calls himself by that
distinguishing character, the LorD thy Gob. In this glorious
covenant relationship, the LorD makes over, as it were,
himself, with all his perfections, as engaged for the salvation
of his people. All are pledged for the assurance of the faithful.
And it should seem, if one might be allowed to say so, from
the many other collateral testimonies of scripture, as if in
nothing was the LorD more jealous of his honour, than when
men question, or even doubt, his word and truth in this
particular. He that believeth not Gop, hath made him a liar. 1
John 5:10.

DEUTERONOMY 7:22-26

And the LORD thy God will put out those nations before thee by
little and little: thou mayest not consume them at once, lest the
beasts of the field increase upon thee. (23) But the LORD thy God
shall deliver them unto thee, and shall destroy them with a mighty
destruction, until they be destroyed. (24) And he shall deliver their
kings into thine hand, and thou shalt destroy their name from
under heaven: there shall no man be able to stand before thee,
until thou have destroyed them. (25) The graven images of their
gods shall ye burn with fire: thou shalt not desire the silver or gold
that /s on them, nor take /f unto thee, lest thou be snared therein:
for it /s an abomination to the LORD thy God. (26) Neither shalt
thou bring an abomination into thine house, lest thou be a cursed
thing like it: but thou shalt utterly detest it, and thou shalt utterly
abhor it; for it /s a cursed thing.

The gracious promise of Gob to put out Israel's enemies, by
little and little, merits the very particular consideration of all
Gop's lIsrael now; for the battle is the same; and both the
victory and glory are the LorD’s. It is truly refreshing to
remark, how intimate the correspondence is between the
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ancient church of Gob, in the wilderness state, and the church
now. Did JEHovAH JESUs, in his covenant capacity, go before
his people then; and doth he not do it now? Is it not he that
drives out all your enemies before you; and is he not doing it
by little and little! Do you not know what it is to get, at times,
an help from this great Captain of your salvation; and do you
not equally know, at others, what it is to be compelled to cry
to him, because you feel the enemy too powerful for your
own strength? Oh! the sad experiences of the true believer's
soul, when his several foes, like the seven nations of Canaan,
all break in, upon him, and make him go heavily under the
remains of indwelling sin, the powers of darkness, and the
world of wickedness on every side. And, Oh! the sweet
experiences the believer can refer to of JEsus’s love, when,
though faint, he is yet pursuing; and, though humbled, he is
yet rejoicing, in hope of the glory of Gob; when, in the
strength of his glorious Captain, he is going on conquering
and to conquer; and is convinced, that nothing shall separate
him from the love of CHRIST. Oh! thou precious Jesus! do thou
help thy people on; go on, dear LorD, before them, and put
our enemies out, according to thy promise, by little and little,
until they are all subdued. Oh! for faith to believe, what the
LorD hath promised! See that sweet assurance, Isaiah 43:1-3.

REFLECTIONS

MY soul! pause over the review which thou hast made in this
chapter, both of the enemies of lIsrael, and Israel's Gob
driving them out before him. Bring home to thine own heart
the circumstances of their spiritual state, and examine thy
case by lIsrael's. Have you discovered that the same foes are
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now opposing your eternal welfare, as opposed Israel's
conquest of Canaan? Have you felt their power, seen their
malice, and learnt your own total inability to fight your way
through them? Have you, my soul, discovered JEHOVAH JESUS,
as the glorious Captain of your salvation; as one mighty
indeed to save; as the LORD your GoD in a covenant way, the
LorRD GoD that can, the faithful Gop that wi//, drive them out
before thee, until they are all consumed? And hath thy Gob in
CHRIST indeed begun for thee this holy war; and is he now
going before thee, in subduing enemies both within and
without; the powers of darkness and the world from without,
and the corrupt lusts and affections from within; are these thy
views and thy experiences? Then bless Gobp for thy mercies,
and let the precious precepts, and precious promises,
beautifully blended as they are in this chapter, be thy
comfort, and support thy mind through the teaching of the
HoLy GHosT, during the arduous, but certainly successful, war.

Precious, precious Jesus! thou, whom the FATHER hath given
as a leader and commander to thy people, to thee do | look
up; and on thy dear arm would | wholly lean. Never, never,
blessed Gob, do thou suffer me to make peace with any of
these enemies, or for a moment enter into any league of
amity with them. Here, LORD, in thy strength do | vow, that
thy foes shall be my foes, and thy people my people. And as
my eyes are towards thee, and any whole reliance is on thy
great salvation, do thou carry me on, and bear me through all
opposition, until thou hast put them all out before me; and
then bring me into thine holy mountain, to behold thy glory,
and to sit down, according to thy blessed promise, on thy

59



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

throne, as thou hast overcome, and art sat down with thy
FATHER on his throne. Even so, Amen.

CHAPTER 8

CONTENTS

The subject of Moses's Sermon Is continued through this
chapter. The man of GOD makes use of some of the most
persuasive arguments to enforce an observance of the holy
precepts he had given to Israel.

DEUTERONOMY 8:1

All the commandments which I command thee this day shall ye
observe to do, that ye may live, and multiply, and go in and
possess the land which the LORD sware unto your fathers.

Nothing can be more important to consider, both in a legal
and in a gospel sense, than what Moses here mentions; that
all Gob's commands are alike to be regarded, and not with a
partial attention. The apostle hath settled the vast
consequence of this in a single verse, when he says, Whoever
keepeth the whole law, but yet offendeth in one point, is
guilty of all. James 2:10.

DEUTERONOMY 8:2

And thou shalt remember all the way which the LORD thy God led
thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to
prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou
wouldest keep his commandments, or no.

Sweet precept! Oh! that the blessed Remembrancer of CHRIST
JEsus, even GobD the HoLy GHosT, may graciously do this
precious office, both in the Writer's and the Reader's heart,
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and bring continually to our forgetful minds the tokens of
divine love, which have been manifested towards us through
all our wilderness state!

DEUTERONOMY 8:3

And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee
with manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers
know; that he might make thee know that man doth not live by
bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth
of the LORD doth man live.

Reader! search and see whether these marks are in your
experience. Are you indeed humbled under a sense of your
own need and Jesus’ fullness? Hath the LORD caused you to
hunger spiritually (for this is the sweet sense of the passage
interpreted upon gospel terms) and hath a gracious GobD
indeed fed you with that blessed food which neither you, nor
your fathers after the flesh, nor any of the sons of Adam, ever
knew naturally; even Jesus the living bread, which, as he
himself hath explained it, is the real manna which our FATHER,
and not Moses, gave his people in the wilderness? And have
you been sensibly and fully brought to this conclusion, that
the life of the soul is JEsus? See John 6:32.

DEUTERONOMY 8:4
Thy raiment waxed not old upon thee, neither did thy foot swell,
these forty years.

Was not this a standing miracle, that the garments of the
Israelites should not wear out during forty years? There were
no shops for supply in the wilderness. The people brought
with them indeed what clothes they had; but these could not
have remained, had not Gob so miraculously made them last.
Exodus 12:34. But will not the Reader call to mind, in this

61



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

place, Jesus’ care for his people, when he sent them out
without purse, or scrip, or shoes, and they lacked nothing?
Luke 22:35.

DEUTERONOMY 8:5-6

Thou shalt also consider in thine heart, that, as a man chasteneth
his son, so the LORD thy God chasteneth thee. (6) Therefore thou
shalt keep the commandments of the LORD thy God, to walk in his
ways, and to fear him.

Reader! | charge it upon you, as one of the most blessed
improvements in our adoption character, that we esteem
correction an evidence of fatherly relationship and love; and
the want of it as a sign of bastardy. See those Scriptures,
Hebrews 12:5-10. Revelation 3:1 9.

DEUTERONOMY 8:7-9

For the LORD thy God bringeth thee into a good land, a land of
brooks of water, of fountains and depths that spring out of valleys
and hills; (8) A land of wheat, and barley, and vines, and fig trees,
and pomegranates; a land of oil olive, and honey; (9) A land
wherein thou shalt eat bread without scarceness, thou shalt not
lack any thing in it; a land whose stones are iron, and out of
whose hills thou mayest dig brass.

There was a striking contrast to Israel, considered only in a
natural sense, between the land of Canaan and the
wilderness. But take it in a gospel sense, and how is the
description heightened! The law was a shadow of good things
to come: And therefore the goodly land, to which JeEsus brings
his people, is a land not simply of brooks of water, but there
is a river proceeding out of the throne of Gop and the LAwms,
the streams thereof make glad the city of our Gob. It is
watered with the gifts and graces of the SpirIT. It hath the
bread of life, which is Jesus. And it hath all the fruits of JESus’s
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righteousness, which the delicious pomegranates and other
fruits of Canaan represented. And all the ordinances of the
gospel church, like the bowels of the earth, bring forth what is
far more precious than gold that perisheth.

DeEuTERONOMY 8:10-20

When thou hast eaten and art full, then thou shalt bless the LORD
thy God for the good land which he hath given thee. (11) Beware
that thou forget not the LORD thy God, in not keeping his
commandments, and his judgments, and his statutes, which I
command thee this day: (12) Lest when thou hast eaten and art
full, and hast built goodly houses, and dwelt therein; (13) And
when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver and thy gold
is multiplied, and all that thou hast is multiplied; (14) Then thine
heart be lifted up, and thou forget the LORD thy God, which
brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, from the house of
bondage; (15) Who led thee through that great and terrible
wilderness, wherein were fiery serpents, and scorpions, and
drought, where there was no water; who brought thee forth water
out of the rock of flint; (16) Who fed thee in the wilderness with
manna, which thy fathers knew not, that he might humble thee,
and that he might prove thee, to do thee good at thy latter end;
(17) And thou say in thine heart, My power and the might of mine
hand hath gotten me this wealth. (18) But thou shalt remember
the LORD thy God: for /7t /s he that giveth thee power to get
wealth, that he may establish his covenant which he sware unto
thy fathers, as /t /s this day. (19) And it shall be, if thou do at all
forget the LORD thy God, and walk after other gods, and serve
them, and worship them, 1 testify against you this day that ye
shall surely perish. (20) As the nations which the LORD destroyeth
before your face, so shall ye perish; because ye would not be
obedient unto the voice of the LORD your God.

I bring the whole of these verses into one point of view for
shortness sake, and, because the doctrine of the whole is one
and the same; namely, that the LORD'S grace ought never to
be made the occasion of ingratitude. But, in a gospel sense,
the precept riseth to an infinitely higher strain. Whoever
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would ascribe to human merit what divine mercy alone hath
wrought, is literally robbing Gop. And is not every one doing
this who joins anything to the finished salvation of the LoRrD
JEsus, arising from his own supposed attainments? See Paul's
pious and humble resolution, Philippians 3:8, 9.

REFLECTIONS

OH! thou matchless instructor of the LORD’'s people; blessed
SPIRIT! do thou graciously condescend to keep alive in my
soul, by thy divine teaching, the remembrance of myself, and
my own poor and low estate by nature, which thou hast
taught me; and during the whole of my wilderness state,
through which thou art bringing me, give me also to keep in
view the infinite fulness, suitableness, and all-sufficiency of
salvation in the LOrRD my righteousness.

Very gracious hast thou been to me, O Lorb! Thou hast
indeed humbled me, and proved me, and shown me what
was in my heart, and given me in part to see what still
remains there of sin and unbelief. Thou hast fed me, as thou
didst Israel of old, with the manna of salvation, and with the
bread of life. All the chastisements of thy grace have been as
the chastisements of a kind and wise father: and thou hast
brought me into a fulness of mercies, and the riches of
redemption, in CHRIST JESUS.

LorD, keep me by thy grace from all spiritual pride and self-
confidence. Never, dearest LORD, never may | be prompted to
say, or think, that anything in me hath in the least contributed
to the obtaining so great salvation; that neither my might, nor
my hand, hath wrought it; but may | be ever ready to ascribe
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the whole to the sovereignty and freedom of thy grace. Like
one of old may the uniform language of my lips correspond to
the feelings of my heart, and may his sentiments be mine; not
by works of righteousness which | have done, but according
to thy mercy, LORD, thou hast saved me, by the washing of
regeneration, and the renewing of the HoLy GHosT, shed on
me abundantly, through Jesus CHRIST my Savior. And
therefore not unto me, O LORD, not unto me, but to thy holy
name be all the praise.

CHAPTER 9

CONTENTS

Moses is still discoursing to the Israelites: and the leading
point in the Sermon of this Chapter, is to impress upon the
minds of the people, what the LORD’'s people in all ages need
to be perpetually reminded of, that the distinguishing mercy
of Gob not for any merit in them, but purely from the free
grace and pleasure of GoD. Moses particularities certain
instances of Israel’s transgression in proof.

DEUTERONOMY 9:1

Hear, O Israel: Thou art to pass over Jordan this day, to go in to
possess nations greater and mightier than thyself, cities great and
fenced up to heaven,

Whether this chapter is the beginning of a new sermon is not
so clear. Our dear LorD, in the course of his preaching,
sometimes did, as Moses in this place, call up the renewed
attention of the audience in a similar manner. He that hath
ears to hear, let him ear. And we find similar attention
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demanded concerning the HoLy GHosT speaking to the church.
See Matthew 11:15. Revelation 2:29.

DEUTERONOMY 9:2

A people great and tall, the children of the Anakims, whom thou
knowest, and of whom thou hast heard say, Who can stand before
the children of Anak!

It is worthy observation, that Moses follows up the report of
what the spies had said, concerning the Anakims, when they
went up to the promised land: but with very different views.
They did it through fear, and to discourage the people. Moses
did it through faith, and to animate Israel. Great, and mighty,
and formidable, as Israel's enemies might be, the LorD of
Hosts was mightier. And the more powerful their foes, the
more evident would be their victory, in proof that the LORD
was their Gob.

DEUTERONOMY 9:3

Understand therefore this day, that the LORD thy God /s he which
goeth over before thee; as a consuming fire he shall destroy
them, and he shall bring them down before thy face: so shalt thou
drive them out, and destroy them quickly, as the LORD hath said
unto thee.

Sweet thought! Reader, if you are truly spiritual do not lose
sight of it. He that is a consuming fire to thine enemies to
destroy them, is a wall of fire to thy soul to preserve thee.
And observe, the sacred historian doth not say, the LORD thy
Gob will enable thee to consume them; but the LOrRD himself
will destroy them, and bring them down before thee. Yes,
blessed Jesus! It is thine own arm which bringeth salvation.
Oh! may | never lose sight of this, but be ever ready to say,
in the LorD have | righteousness and strength. Isaiah 45:24.
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DEUTERONOMY 9:4-6

Speak not thou in thine heart, after that the LORD thy God hath
cast them out from before thee, saying, For my righteousness the
LORD hath brought me in to possess this land: but for the
wickedness of these nations the LORD doth drive them out from
before thee. (5) Not for thy righteousness, or for the uprightness
of thine heart, dost thou go to possess their land: but for the
wickedness of these nations the LORD thy God doth drive them
out from before thee, and that he may perform the word which
the LORD sware unto thy fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. (6)
Understand therefore, that the LORD thy God giveth thee not this
good land to possess it for thy righteousness; for thou art a
stiffnecked people.

It is a precious consideration, in the view of distinguishing
grace, that it originates in covenant mercy in Jesus. No one
cause but the real cause, the sovereign will and pleasure of
Gob, can be assigned. JEsus sweetly expresses the whole of it
when he saith, Even so, FATHER, for so it seemed good in thy
sight. Matthew 11:26.

DEUTERONOMY 9:7

Remember, and forget not, how thou provokedst the LORD thy
God to wrath in the wilderness: from the day that thou didst
depart out of the land of Egypt, until ye came unto this place, ye
have been rebellious against the LORD.

This is one of the most precious offices of the HoLy GHosT,
when he graciously brings to our remembrance the things of
JEsus, in reminding us of our need of him, by reason of our
sin. And | would very earnestly desire the Reader to remark
with me, how Israel of old carried with him the same feature
of character as Israel now. Israel was rebellious from the hour
of his deliverance from Egypt. Reader! it is not merely from a
state of nature, that your rebellion and my rebellion hath
been shown; but, after the Lorp has brought us out of
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spiritual Egypt. It is an humbling, but truly profitable thought,
because it tends to endear Jesus to the heart, that after the
work of regeneration is wrought sin still works, and frequently
manifests how much it reigns in the affections. “l knew (saith
Gob) that thou wouldst be a transgressor from the womb.”
Isaiah 48:8.

DEUTERONOMY 9:8
Also in Horeb ye provoked the LORD to wrath, so that the LORD
was angry with you to have destroyed you.

Here the man of Gob particulariseth the instances of Israel's
rebellion. Horeb, of all places, should have called forth
obedience. For there the LorD confirmed the authority of his
holy law, by the awful demonstration of the mount burning
with fire. But alas!, neither the mount burning with fire, nor
all the threatenings of everlasting burning, can deter from the
commission of sin, unless Almighty grace restrain. Reader! do
you know this? do you really believe, it? If not, may He who
alone can convince of sin, be your teacher. John 16:8.

DEUTERONOMY 9:9-11

When | was gone up into the mount to receive the tables of stone,
even the tables of the covenant which the LORD made with you,
then | abode in the mount forty days and forty nights, | neither
did eat bread nor drink water: (10) And the LORD delivered unto
me two tables of stone written with the finger of God; and on
them was written according to all the words, which the LORD
spake with you in the mount out of the midst of the fire in the day
of the assembly. (11) And it came to pass at the end of forty days
and forty nights, that the LORD gave me the two tables of stone,
even the tables of the covenant.

These are so many beautiful repetitions of what was
mentioned before, Exodus 19:16-21.
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DEUTERONOMY 9:12

And the LORD said unto me, Arise, get thee down quickly from
hence; for thy people which thou hast brought forth out of Egypt
have corrupted themselves; they are quickly turned aside out of
the way which 1 commanded them; they have made them a
molten image.

Observe, how the LoRD, as if to call forth the tenderness of
Moses, denominates the people as Moses's people. Was not
this typical of Jesus? Are we not his people, and the sheep of
his pasture? Psalm 115:7.

DEUTERONOMY 9:13-17

Furthermore the LORD spake unto me, saying, | have seen this
people, and, behold, it /s a stiffnecked people: (14) Let me alone,
that I may destroy them, and blot out their name from under
heaven: and | will make of thee a nation mightier and greater
than they. (15) So I turned and came down from the mount, and
the mount burned with fire: and the two tables of the covenant
were in my two hands. (16) And | looked, and, behold, ye had
sinned against the LORD your God, and had made you a molten
calf: ye had turned aside quickly out of the way which the LORD
had commanded you. (17) And | took the two tables, and cast
them out of my two hands, and brake them before your eyes.

Moses seems to dwell upon this most interesting passage in
Israel's history, as if to remind the people of sovereign grace.
And is it not a very striking feature, typically considered, of
JEsus’s intercession for his people?

DEUTERONOMY 9:18

And 1 fell down before the LORD, as at the first, forty days and
forty nights: I did neither eat bread, nor drink water, because of
all your sins which ye sinned, in doing wickedly in the sight of the
LORD, to provoke him to anger.
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It is not so clearly proved as to leave the point
unquestionable, whether Moses means a Second continuance
and abstinence of forty days and nights in the mount as
before. The particular manner of wording the expression, that
he fell down before the LORD, in the same way as he did when
he was forty days and forty nights in the mount with the
LoRD; this seems as if he meant to say, that his intercession
was similar in manner not in time. Moreover, if Moses really
was a second time forty days and forty nights in the mount,
there is no mention made of his employment the second time
like the first. See Exodus 24:18. And as Moses was eminently
a type of the ever-blessed JEsus, we see a manifest propriety
in the first forty days; but, considered as a type of JESus in his
fasting, the second would lessen its effect on this account. |
do not, however, venture to speak decidedly upon the
subject; but leave the Reader to his own judgment under the
SPIRIT's teaching. See Matthew 4:2.

DEUTERONOMY 9:19-21

For | was afraid of the anger and hot displeasure, wherewith the
LORD was wroth against you to destroy you. But the LORD
hearkened unto me at that time also. (20) And the LORD was very
angry with Aaron to have destroyed him: and | prayed for Aaron
also the same time. (21) And | took your sin, the calf which ye
had made, and burnt it with fire, and stamped it, and ground 7t
very small, even until it was as small as dust: and | cast the dust
thereof into the brook that descended out of the mount.

See Commentary on Exodus 32:7-35.

DEUTERONOMY 9:22
And at Taberah, and at Massah, and at Kibrothhattaavah, ye
provoked the LORD to wrath.
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Taberah, means burning. Massah, the temptation. Kibroth-
hataavah, the graves of lust.

DEUTERONOMY 9:23-24

Likewise when the LORD sent you from Kadeshbarnea, saying, Go
up and possess the land which | have given you; then ye rebelled
against the commandment of the LORD your God, and ye believed
him not, nor hearkened to his voice. (24) Ye have been rebellious
against the LORD from the day that | knew you.

I would again remind the Reader, in this place, of that sweet
office of the HoLy GHOST as the LorRD’'S Remembrancer. Moses
was acting in this instance as his instrument. And when at any
time our sins and rebellions are brought to our remembrance,
whatever is the /nstrument, may we have grace to consider in
it the HoLy SPIRIT's work. This will open a blessed source of
improvement.

DEUTERONOMY 9:25-29

Thus | fell down before the LORD forty days and forty nights, as |
fell down at the first; because the LORD had said he would
destroy you. (26) | prayed therefore unto the LORD, and said, O
Lord GOD, destroy not thy people and thine inheritance, which
thou hast redeemed through thy greatness, which thou hast
brought forth out of Egypt with a mighty hand. (27) Remember
thy servants, Abraham, lsaac, and Jacob; look not unto the
stubbornness of this people, nor to their wickedness, nor to their
sin: (28) Lest the land whence thou broughtest us out say,
Because the LORD was not able to bring them into the land which
he promised them, and because he hated them, he hath brought
them out to slay them in the wilderness. (29) Yet they are thy
people and thine inheritance, which thou broughtest out by thy
mighty power and by thy stretched out arm.

What a beautiful strain of earnestness in prayer is here read
to us, of Moses's pleading with Gob in his covenant relation
and character. Would the Reader see another yet more
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beautiful example of the same kind, let him turn to the 17™
chapter of John's Gospel.

REFLECTIONS

LEARN, my soul, from the view of Israel's rebellion, all the
way through their eventful history, what nature is in its
highest attainment. And may the blessed SPIRIT convince me
yet more and more, that it is not in the days of my
unregeneracy only, that 1 am to look back for evidences of
the sin of my nature, but since the LorD brought me out of
spiritual Egypt | have had many Horebs, many Taberahs, and
many Massahs, as well as Israel.

Blessed Jesus! let those views of the sin of my nature tend yet
more to endear thee, who art the LOrRD my righteousness, to
my heart. And while | beseech thee to drive out all my
enemies before me, keep me, by such tokens of sin in my
nature as every day's experience affords, humble in my own
sight; and most gladly to refer all the victory, all the glory,
and all the praise, to thine arm, which alone bringeth
salvation.

CHAPTER 10

CONTENTS

In the continuation of Moses's Sermon, the man of Gob, in
this chapter, makes a beautiful digression from complaining,
as in the former chapter, of Israel’s rebellion, to remark in this
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the unmerited examples of the LORD'S mercy. He points out
some evidences of it in restoring the tables; continuing the
priesthood; separating the tribe of Levi; and regarding Moses'
intercession for them. He takes occasion, from all these
things, in the close of the chapter to exhort them to obedi-
ence.

DEUTERONOMY 10:1

At that time the LORD said unto me, Hew thee two tables of stone
like unto the first, and come up unto me into the mount, and
make thee an ark of wood.

At what time did Moses mean? | conceive, at that very time
when by lIsrael's daring rebellion, the people had most reason
to expect Gobp's judgments; then it was the LORD gave
renewed tokens of his mercy. Where sin abounded, grace did
much more abound. Well might the prophet, in the view of
divine mercy, exclaim, Who is a Gob like unto thee? Micah
7:18.

DEUTERONOMY 10:2
And | will write on the tables the words that were in the first
tables which thou brakest, and thou shalt put them in the ark.

Reader! how hath the LorD undertaken to enforce the
observance of his precepts now. Consult the promise of Gob
by the prophet, and then look into your own heart, and see
whether that you yourself are an instance of its truth: for this
is the great object of enquiry after all: hath the LorD indeed,
by his HoLy SpirIT, written his law in your heart? Jeremiah
31:31-34, compared with the apostles comment upon the
passage, Hebrews 8:8-12.

DEUTERONOMY 10:3
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And | made an ark of shittim wood, and hewed two tables of
stone like unto the first, and went up into the mount, having the
two tables in mine hand.

No doubt Moses obeyed the command, and hewed the tables.
It is not a strained idea to observe, that hewing the stone
might have a figurative reference to the conviction of the
SPIRIT on the heart of stone; and putting them into the ark,
might be symbolical of bringing a soul, under the effects of a
broken and contrite spirit to Jesus. Dearest Jesus! it is in thee,
and in thy person, poor sinners find a refuge from every
storm, and a covert from every tempest.

DeuTERONOMY 10:4

And he wrote on the tables, according to the first writing, the ten
commandments, which the LORD spake unto you in the mount
out of the midst of the fire in the day of the assembly: and the
LORD gave them unto me.

It is GoD's writing, and that is the best authority. The same as
was before, for nothing can be added to it, or taken from it:
and when the Son of Gob came, he made no alteration in it.
He fulfilled indeed the whole in his righteous person: but
suffered not a jot, or tittle of the law to fail. Matthew 5:17,
18.

DEUTERONOMY 10:5

And | turned myself and came down from the mount, and put the
tables in the ark which I had made; and there they be, as the
LORD commanded me.

May it not be said both of the law and of the gospel, there it
/s. And as a fulfilled law, in the person of JEsus, was pointed
at in this: may not believers say, when looking unto JEsus,
there it is, in his sacred person, ratified and confirmed. There
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stands the sinner's surety: the law-satisfying, the law-
answering sponsor of his people. And the prophet had it in
commission to describe him as having finished transgression,
and brought in an everlasting righteousness. Daniel 9:24.

DEUTERONOMY 10:6-7

And the children of Israel took their journey from Beeroth of the
children of Jaakan to Mosera: there Aaron died, and there he was
buried; and Eleazar his son ministered in the priest’s office in his
stead. (7) From thence they journeyed unto Gudgodah; and from
Gudgodah to Jotbath, a land of rivers of waters.

This is an historical part, introduced in the midst of Moses's
sermon. On what account is not said: but it forms an
interesting part, to intimate the progress of Israel's history.
See Numbers 33:31-33. For an interesting account of Aaron's
death, see Numbers 20:23-29.

DeEuTERONOMY 10:8-9

At that time the LORD separated the tribe of Levi, to bear the ark
of the covenant of the LORD, to stand before the LORD to
minister unto him, and to bless in his name, unto this day. (9)
Wherefore Levi hath no part nor inheritance with his brethren; the
LORD /s his inheritance, according as the LORD thy God promised
him.

In the gospel church all true believers are set apart, and are
made kings and priests unto Gop and the FATHER. Revelation
1:6. Reader! is the LorD your inheritance? Can you say as
David, Psalm 16:5?

DeuTERONOMY 10:10

And | stayed in the mount, according to the first time, forty days
and forty nights; and the LORD hearkened unto me at that time
also, and the LORD would not destroy thee.
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Moses dwells much upon this circumstance of his intercession
and his success. Is it not intended by the HoLy GHoOST, to
remind the Reader, again and again, of the intercession of
JESus? Hebrews 7:25.

DeuTERONOMY 10:11

And the LORD said unto me, Arise, take #hy journey before the
people, that they may go in and possess the land, which | sware
unto their fathers to give unto them.

It is beautiful to observe in how many instances Moses was a
type of CHRIST. Here he is represented as going before his
people. Exodus 23:23.

DeuTERONOMY 10:12-13

And now, Israel, what doth the LORD thy God require of thee, but
to fear the LORD thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him,
and to serve the LORD thy God with all thy heart and with all thy
soul, (13) To keep the commandments of the LORD, and his
statutes, which | command thee this day for thy good?

Nothing can be more persuasive than the address which
Moses makes from what he had said before, to prevail upon
Israel to the love of Gob. It is a highly finished exhortation
and truly pathetic. Observe, the man of Gob makes the whole
sum and substance of our duty to Gob, to consist in fearing
the LorD, walking in his ways, loving him, serving him, and
keeping his commandments. But who is sufficient for these
things? Alas! in ourselves we have not power of ourselves to
help ourselves, and all our sufficiency is of Gop. But is not the
precept designed to act as our schoolmaster to bring us unto
CHRIST? Here again, adored Redeemer, as in all other cases,
so in this, thou art our strength, and our sufficiency. United to
thee, in thy righteousness we are accepted; and in thy fear
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and love we shall live, go up and down in thy name, and walk
humbly with our Gob. Micah 6:8.

DeuTERONOMY 10:14-15

Behold, the heaven and the heaven of heavens /s the LORD'S thy
God, the earth al/so, with all that therein /s. (15) Only the LORD
had a delight in thy fathers to love them, and he chose their seed
after them, even you above all people, as /¢ /s this day.

It is very precious to trace all mercies to their source. The
infinite greatness of Gob, and the infinite littleness of man,
are in these verses most suitably brought together, by way of
demonstrating, to the full, the wonderful properties of
distinguishing grace. Nothing but distinguishing grace can be
the cause assigned for Gob's mercy. The love of Gob is the
source, the first, the predisposing, the original, and only
cause. The blood of Jesus, the price given for the purchase;
and the HoLy SpirIT, the whole cause of application. Reader!
dwell upon that very sweet expression only;, the LORD’S
delight, his pleasure, his will, is the cause of my happiness.
This will be to give Gop the glory, and bring heartfelt comfort
to the soul.

DEUTERONOMY 10:16
Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no more
stiffnecked.

Paul explains the gospel circumcision, to which the Jewish rite
all along had a reference, see Romans 2:29. Colossians 2:11.
Galatians 6:15.

DEUTERONOMY 10:17

For the LORD your God /s God of gods, and Lord of lords, a great
God, a mighty, and a terrible, which regardeth not persons, nor
taketh reward:
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What a sublime representation is here given, in the compass
of a short verse, of the greatness of JEHOVAH. And what a
sweet relief is it to the mind of the faithful, when at anytime
they are overpowered with the greatness of the GODHEAD, to
call to mind that we are not only permitted to look up, but to
draw near, through him who is our way, and truth, and life.
Blessed Jesus! thou day's-man of thy people! may | through
thee draw near at all times, to a gracious Gob and FATHER in
JEsus. Ephesians 2:18.

DEUTERONOMY 10:18-19

He doth execute the judgment of the fatherless and widow, and
loveth the stranger, in giving him food and raiment. (19) Love ye
therefore the stranger: for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt.

This is a most charming precept, and comes home to the
heart of every poor Gentile who was once afar off, and indeed
a stranger to Gob and CHRIST; but is now no more a stranger
and foreigner, but a fellow- citizen with the saints, and of the
household of Gob. Ephesians 2:19, 20.

DEUTERONOMY 10:20-21

Thou shalt fear the LORD thy God; him shalt thou serve, and to
him shalt thou cleave, and swear by his name. (21) He /s thy
praise, and he /s thy God, that hath done for thee these great and
terrible things, which thine eyes have seen.

What is cleaving to the LorD, in New Testament language, but
being joined to the LORD in one spirit? 1 Corinthians 6:17.

DEUTERONOMY 10:22

Thy fathers went down into Egypt with threescore and ten
persons; and now the LORD thy God hath made thee as the stars
of heaven for multitude.
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Jacob's whole house and family were no more: Exodus 1:5.
See how Gob's promise was fulfilled, Genesis 15:5, compared
with Numbers 1:46.

REFLECTIONS

THINK, my soul, from the perusal of this Chapter, what a
gracious Gobp thou hast to do with, who when thou hadst
broken both tables of the commandment, hath graciously
condescended to furnish thee afresh: and hath put his written
law, as a covenant, ratified and fulfilled in the person of his
dear SoN, in the ark of mercy, as an everlasting security for
thy perfect obedience. And think again, with heartfelt
thankfulness and praise, that in thy glorious Surety and
Representative, all that the LorD thy GobD requireth of thee be
hath answered. Jesus is indeed the end of the law for
righteousness to every one that believeth.

Blessed SpirIT! do thou circumcise my heart, and cause me to
be no more stiff-necked. Unless purified by thee, and
preserved by thy sin-subduing influence, what am | but a
mass of corruption, and still remaining in the uncircumcision
of carnal nature? Oh! for thy purifying, preserving, and
renewing influences, that being called out of the state of a
stranger in Egypt, as all my fathers were, I may be found
among the number of the children of Gob, and my lot may be
among the saints!

CHAPTER 11
CONTENTS
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We may consider the contents of this Chapter to be the
conclusion of one branch of Moses's Sermon, in the
arguments he had been bringing forward to enforce Israel’s
love and obedience to the LORD. Blessings and cursings are
held forth in order to accomplish this great end. The man of
GoD /s very particular in reminding Israel of the many signal
instances of favor the LORD had shown the people, and he
carries this subject to a most extensive view.

DEUTERONOMY 11:1

Therefore thou shalt love the LORD thy God, and keep his charge,
and his statutes, and his judgments, and his commandments,
alway.

The charge to Israel was special and distinguishing. Israel
was set apart, and distinguished, from all other nations of the
earth. No people knew the LorD by signs and wonders, by
holy worship and ordinances, as Israel did. What nation (as
Moses told them) had the LorD so nigh as Israel?
Deuteronomy 4:7. Reader! | charge it upon your mind, in the
view of this subject, to consider how infinitely this argument
is heightened since the SoN of Gob, in substance of our flesh,
came and tabernacled among us. Oh! what nearness are
believers now brought to, in the blood and righteousness of
Jesus! How beautifully the apostle dwells upon this, 1 Peter
2:9, 10.

DEUTERONOMY 11:2-7

And know ye this day: for / speak not with your children which
have not known, and which have not seen the chastisement of the
LORD your God, his greatness, his mighty hand, and his stretched
out arm, (3) And his miracles, and his acts, which he did in the
midst of Egypt unto Pharaoh the king of Egypt, and unto all his
land; (4) And what he did unto the army of Egypt, unto their
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horses, and to their chariots; how he made the water of the Red
sea to overflow them as they pursued after you, and Aow the
LORD hath destroyed them unto this day; (5) And what he did
unto you in the wilderness, until ye came into this place; (6) And
what he did unto Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, the son of
Reuben: how the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them
up, and their households, and their tents, and all the substance
that was in their possession, in the midst of all Israel: (7) But your
eyes have seen all the great acts of the LORD which he did.

This is a charming line of distinction which the man of Gobp
hath drawn between the ignorance and unconsciousness of
children, and the experience of men. In recapitulating those
mighty acts of Gob, he appeals to facts which their eyes had
seen, and which their knowledge of allowed no debate
concerning, in proof of mercy shown them: what the LorD did
for them against their enemies; and what the LorD did 7o
them in numberless providences during their wilderness state:
Hence therefore, it is as if he had said, |1 appeal to your own
judgments; is not this a most gracious Gob, and justly entitled
to all the love, and reverence, and obedience of a people so
highly favoured. But Reader! when you have paid all possible
attention to this view of Israel of old, pause over the subject,
and consider how increased is the argument, as it may be
applied to Israel now. If the Reader himself be an object of
divine grace, may | not say, in the language of Moses, Know
you this day, for | speak not to the unconscious, unawakened
state of childhood, who have never experienced the grace of
GobD in JEsus, but it is to you | speak, whose eyes have seen,
and whose hands have handed, the word of life. What
spiritual foes hath the LorD your Gob driven out, and
consumed before you, and what great acts of grace in
quickening mercy, converting mercy, and renewing mercy,
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hath the LorD manifested to you otherwise than he doth to
the world? Oh! what a volume is opened to every man's view,
in the history of his own heart, who reads Gob's love to Israel
of old with the New Testament explanation, as the truth is in
JESUS.

DEUTERONOMY 11:8-9

Therefore shall ye keep all the commandments which | command
you this day, that ye may be strong, and go in and possess the
land, whither ye go to possess it; (9) And that ye may prolong
your days in the land, which the LORD sware unto your fathers to
give unto them and to their seed, a land that floweth with milk
and honey.

Let not the Reader overlook the expression in those verses
that Israel was to go in to possess the land. Not as if they
were to fight for it, but as if it was already conquered. The
reason was, the LorD their Gob had promised Canaan to his
people. He undertook to drive out the present possessors,
and to bring them in. And therefore so promised, the thing
itself was as good as accomplished. But, considered as this
really was, a type of the heavenly Canaan, the subject riseth
higher to our view, and becomes abundantly more interesting,
JeEsus hath in reality already conquered for his people. He hath
purchased their redemption by his blood. He is gone before to
take possession of the promised land in their name, and will
come again, and bring them into the possession of it, with
himself; that where he is, there they may be also. See his
sweet promise to this effect, John 14:3.

DEUTERONOMY 11:10-12

For the land, whither thou goest in to possess it, /s not as the land
of Egypt, from whence ye came out, where thou sowedst thy
seed, and wateredst J/t with thy foot, as a garden of herbs: (11)
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But the land, whither ye go to possess it, /s a land of hills and
valleys, and drinketh water of the rain of heaven: (12) A land
which the LORD thy God careth for: the eyes of the LORD thy God
are always upon it, from the beginning of the year even unto the
end of the year.

These verses afford a delightful view, even considered as an
history of the promised land. It is beautiful to remark the
several characters here drawn by the pencil of Moses, under
the direction of the HoLy GHosT. Canaan was not as Egypt,
even beheld as to its situation by nature. Egypt owed its
fruitfulness to great labour and art: but Canaan was watered
by the rain of heaven. The river Nile did not overflow its
banks to water Egypt but once in the year, and all the rest of
the year the country of Egypt became a dry soil. The Prophet
gives an account of this, that Egypt had no rain, Zechariah
14:18. No doubt, as Israel had been long in bondage, the
Fathers well recollected their labour and toil in the gardens of
their masters, and how they had been compelled to sow the
seed, and water it with their feet; meaning, perhaps, to fetch
water from the Aile. Sweetly therefore the man of Gob draws
the contrast to this servitude, in the spontaneous fruitfulness
of Canaan, which had the eye of the LorRD their Gob upon it
from one end of the year to the other. Canaan had no river
excepting the sacred stream of Jordan, in which, in after
ages, the SoN of Gob was baptized. So that, as the Prophet
elegantly described it, there was no navigable channel for a
galley with oars, or gallant ship, to pass by. No enemy could
approach by water. But, saith the Prophet, there the glorious
LorD will be unto us a place of broad rivers and streams. His
presence made up all deficiencies. See lIsaiah 33:20-23. But
we lose still greater beauties in this passage if we stop here.
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Canaan, considered as a type of heaven, is yet more
delightful to contemplate. Of the heavenly Canaan it may be
truly said, it is not like the earthly Egypt of our fallen state.
The land which the believer is going to possess hath not only
the eye, but the presence of the LorD GobD upon it forever.
JEsus is there, His person, his love, his redemption, his
relations, offices, character; all are the same, yesterday,
today, and forever. And if the Reader will pursue this train of
reasoning through all the various parts in which it is capable
of being traced, he will discover a most pleasing subject
opening to his meditation. 2 Corinthians 3:18.

DEUTERONOMY 11:13-15

And it shall come to pass, if ye shall hearken diligently unto my
commandments which I command you this day, to love the LORD
your God, and to serve him with all your heart and with all your
soul, (14) That | will give you the rain of your land in his due
season, the first rain and the latter rain, that thou mayest gather
in thy corn, and thy wine, and thine oil. (15) And I will send grass
in thy fields for thy cattle, that thou mayest eat and be full.

Gob's promises, even in a temporal sense, with respect to
earthly  blessings, serve to show the wonderful
superintendance of the LorD over his people. But we are
certainly authorized to accept Israel's history, as forming from
beginning to end a subject truly spiritual. And here we find
the promise of rain to be sweetly descriptive of the effusion of
the SPIRIT. Isaiah 44:3, 4. Ezekiel 34:26.

DEUTERONOMY 11:16-17

Take heed to yourselves, that your heart be not deceived, and ye
turn aside, and serve other gods, and worship them; (17) And
then the LORD’S wrath be kindled against you, and he shut up the
heaven, that there be no rain, and that the land yield not her fruit;
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and /est ye perish quickly from off the good land which the LORD
giveth you.

Gop's withholding the influences of his SpirIT, is here
figuratively set forth. See a proof of this: Amos 4:7, 8.

DeEuTERONOMY 11:18-21

Therefore shall ye lay up these my words in your heart and in
your soul, and bind them for a sign upon your hand, that they
may be as frontlets between your eyes. (19) And ye shall teach
them your children, speaking of them when thou sittest in thine
house, and when thou walkest by the way, when thou liest down,
and when thou risest up. (20) And thou shalt write them upon the
door posts of thine house, and upon thy gates: (21) That your
days may be multiplied, and the days of your children, in the land
which the LORD sware unto your fathers to give them, as the days
of heaven upon the earth.

I have often admired the LorD’s affectionate regard to the
happiness of Israel, as set forth in these precepts, and have
figured to myself the Jewish family following up the command
of the LorD, in forming around them their little circle, to speak
to their children and little ones of the LORD'sS gracious
dealings. And what can afford a sight more lovely or more
engaging, than to behold the father of a family recounting to
his children and household around him, what the LorD hath
done for his soul. That is a sweet comment of David upon this
scripture: Psalm 34:11.

DEUTERONOMY 11:22-25

For if ye shall diligently keep all these commandments which |
command you, to do them, to love the LORD your God, to walk in
all his ways, and to cleave unto him; (23) Then will the LORD
drive out all these nations from before you, and ye shall possess
greater nations and mightier than yourselves. (24) Every place
whereon the soles of your feet shall tread shall be yours: from the
wilderness and Lebanon, from the river, the river Euphrates, even
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unto the uttermost sea shall your coast be. (25) There shall no
man be able to stand before you: for the LORD your God shall lay
the fear of you and the dread of you upon all the land that ye
shall tread upon, as he hath said unto you.

The extent of Israel's country, great as it was, was nothing
compared to the extent of GobD's love for them. The
boundaries here mentioned, if spiritually considered, have a
delightful reference to what the apostle observes of the
boundless love of Gop in CHRIST. Ephesians 3:18, 19.

DEUTERONOMY 11:26-32

Behold, | set before you this day a blessing and a curse; (27) A
blessing, if ye obey the commandments of the LORD your God,
which I command you this day: (28) And a curse, if ye will not
obey the commandments of the LORD your God, but turn aside
out of the way which 1 command you this day, to go after other
gods, which ye have not known. (29) And it shall come to pass,
when the LORD thy God hath brought thee in unto the land
whither thou goest to possess it, that thou shalt put the blessing
upon mount Gerizim, and the curse upon mount Ebal. (30) Are
they not on the other side Jordan, by the way where the sun
goeth down, in the land of the Canaanites, which dwell in the
champaign over against Gilgal, beside the plains of Moreh? (31)
For ye shall pass over Jordan to go in to possess the land which
the LORD your God giveth you, and ye shall possess it, and dwell
therein. (32) And ye shall observe to do all the statutes and
judgments which | set before you this day.

It is truly refreshing to attend to the practical exhortation
which Moses makes, from what he had before said on this
interesting subject, if interpreted upon gospel principles.
There is indeed a blessing and a curse set before us in the
gospel of Jesus. And if any man like the Jews of old, is at a
loss to discover on whom the whole blessing rests, and the
curse of rejecting; and would ask as they did of Jesus, What
shall we do that we might work the works of Gob: the
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Redeemer hath himself answered it; “This is the work of Gob
that ye believe in him whom he hath sent.” John 6:28, 29.

REFLECTIONS

DEAREST Jesus! be thou everlastingly adored for all the great
things which mine eyes have seen of thy wonders of grace, in
the rescue of thy people from more than Egyptian bondage in
sin and death. Oh! give me yet more and more to see and
know my vast privileges, and be ever ready to ascribe the
whole where alone it is due, to thine arm, and thy power,
which alone bringeth salvation.

Oh, for an ardent zeal to be looking for that city of Canaan
whither thou art gone before. Blessed Jesus! may the
recollection that thou art there, prompt my soul to be sending
forth its warmest affections and desires after the attainment
of it, knowing that while I am present in the body I am absent
from the LoRD.

And do thou, HoLy SpirIT, whose grace and influence alone
can effectually direct and incline my heart to a right judgment
in all things, do thou sweetly constrain my soul into the love
of Gob and into the patient waiting for Jesus CHRIST; that
while thy servant is here setting before me, the blessing and
the curse, life and death, and good and evil: JEsus himself
who is the sum and substance of all blessings, all mercies, all
good, may be my choice and my Portion forever.

CHAPTER 12
CONTENTS
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This chapter differs in some degree from what went before. It
Is certainly the continuation of Moses's Sermon, but is not so
much in a way of exhortation as in precept. He here directs to
the observance of certain duties which the LOrRD had
appointed to be regarded in Canaan, such as the throwing
down all the idolatrous monuments the people should find in
the land; appointing a certain spot to be peculiarly dedicated
to the service of the LORD, cautiously abstaining from the use
of blood in their sacrifices, and eating them, holy things in the
precise place which the LORD had commanded, together with
observing due attention to the person of the Levite; and being
so exceedingly tenacious of their attachment to the Gob of
their Fathers, as not even to enquire after the mode of
worship which the idolaters of Canaan followed.

DEUTERONOMY 12:1

These are the statutes and judgments, which ye shall observe to
do in the land, which the LORD God of thy fathers giveth thee to
possess it, all the days that ye live upon the earth.

Sweet thought arising out of this verse, that our religion
founded in Jesus the chief corner stone, is of daily obligation
and of never ceasing importance. If JEsus be the statute of
my soul this day, so is he tomorrow, and so will he be forever.
Hebrews 13:8.

DEUTERONOMY 12:2-3

Ye shall utterly destroy all the places, wherein the nations which
ye shall possess served their gods, upon the high mountains, and
upon the hills, and under every green tree: (3) And ye shall
overthrow their altars, and break their pillars, and burn their
groves with fire; and ye shall hew down the graven images of
their gods, and destroy the names of them out of that place.
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He that is at peace with Gop in CHRIST, is at war with all the
enemies of Gob and CHRIST. Reader! if your body be really a
temple of the HoLy GHosT, all idol worship is your abhorrence.
See 2 Corinthians 6:16, 17.

DEUTERONOMY 12:4
Ye shall not do so unto the LORD your God.

Nothing can be truly reared to Gob's honor but what hath
Gob's glory in view. Sweet was that precept given with this
view. An altar fo Gob must he of Gop. If man lifts anything of
his own upon it he hath polluted it. Exodus 20:24. John 4:24.

DEUTERONOMY 12:5

But unto the place which the LORD your God shall choose out of
all your tribes to put his name there, even unto his habitation shall
ye seek, and thither thou shalt come:

Was not this precept of being expressly particular to have but
one spot to serve Gob in, intended to show the unity of the
GODHEAD in the Trinity of the persons; and at the same time
to indicate that there is but one way to Gob in the
righteousness of the Saviour? John 14:6.

DEUTERONOMY 12:6-7

And thither ye shall bring your burnt offerings, and your sacrifices,
and your tithes, and heave offerings of your hand, and your vows,
and your freewill offerings, and the firstlings of your herds and of
your flocks: (7) And there ye shall eat before the LORD your God,
and ye shall rejoice in all that ye put your hand unto, ye and your
households, wherein the LORD thy God hath blessed thee.

It is to JEsus the believer must bring all his offerings. He alone
sanctifies both the gift and the giver. In his name he rejoiceth
all the day. Matthew 23:19. Psalm 89:16.
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DEUTERONOMY 12:8-11

Ye shall not do after all the things that we do here this day, every
man whatsoever /s right in his own eyes. (9) For ye are not as yet
come to the rest and to the inheritance, which the LORD your God
giveth you. (10) But when ye go over Jordan, and dwell in the
land which the LORD your God giveth you to inherit, and when he
giveth you rest from all your enemies round about, so that ye
dwell in safety; (11) Then there shall be a place which the LORD
your God shall choose to cause his name to dwell there; thither
shall ye bring all that I command you; your burnt offerings, and
your sacrifices, your tithes, and the heave offering of your hand,
and all your choice vows which ye vow unto the LORD:

Is not this typical of the striking distinction between a state of
nature and a state of grace? Before a sinner hath found rest
to his soul, he is doing after the things which appear right in
his own eyes. But when he hath found him who is the Rest,
wherewith he causeth the weary to rest, then he is freed from
the apprehension of his enemies triumphing over him, and all
his views of strength and rest in Jesus, are found in him and
presented in him. Isaiah 28:12. Matthew 11:28, 29.

DEUTERONOMY 12:12

And ye shall rejoice before the LORD your God, ye, and your sons,
and your daughters, and your menservants, and your
maidservants, and the Levite that /s within your gates; forasmuch
as he hath no part nor inheritance with you.

They that can rejoice /n CHriST, will always find cause to
rejoice before CHRIST. 2 Corinthians 2:14.

DEUTERONOMY 12:13-14

Take heed to thyself that thou offer not thy burnt offerings in
every place that thou seest: (14) But in the place which the LORD
shall choose in one of thy tribes, there thou shalt offer thy burnt
offerings, and there thou shalt do all that | command thee.
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So important a thing was it to have an eye to this one spot for
offerings, that it is here repeated again. And what could this
refer to but Jesus? Reader! do not overlook this, unless Jesus
be in every presentation of our persons or services, our
offering is too polluted and our nature too defiled to find
acceptance before Gob. Dear LorD! be thou the all in all, in
every prayer of mine, whether morning, noon, mid-day, or
evening oblation! Colossians 3:11.

DEUTERONOMY 12:15-16

Notwithstanding thou mayest kill and eat flesh in all thy gates,
whatsoever thy soul lusteth after, according to the blessing of the
LORD thy God which he hath given thee: the unclean and the
clean may eat thereof, as of the roebuck, and as of the hart. (16)
Only ye shall not eat the blood; ye shall pour it upon the earth as
water.

Was not this prohibition of blood evidently intended to point
to the infinitely preciousness of the blood of Jesus? All along
from the very first of creation, had the HoLy GHOST an eye to
this, in his sacred word! Genesis 9:4.

DEUTERONOMY 12:17-18

Thou mayest not eat within thy gates the tithe of thy corn, or of
thy wine, or of thy oil, or the firstlings of thy herds or of thy flock,
nor any of thy vows which thou vowest, nor thy freewill offerings,
or heave offering of thine hand: (18) But thou must eat them
before the LORD thy God in the place which the LORD thy God
shall choose, thou, and thy son, and thy daughter, and thy
manservant, and thy maidservant, and the Levite that /s within thy
gates: and thou shalt rejoice before the LORD thy God in all that
thou puttest thine hands unto.

It is worthy observation, what attention is shown, in the
appointment of every religious rite, to the place of offering.
And the reason is plain. It is JEsus, as the sum and substance
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of all which is referred to. /n him every service had its
fulfillment, zo him all pointed, and from him the whole efficacy
was derived. Blessed Redeemer! may | never lose sight of
thee in all places, in all thy churches, in all thine ordinances,
in all thy ways and works! And do thou dearest LORD be in my
heart and the heart of all thy people, the hope and only hope
of glory! Colossians 1:27.

DEUTERONOMY 12:19
Take heed to thyself that thou forsake not the Levite as long as
thou livest upon the earth.

I admire the tenderness of our GobD to his Levites. Was not
Jesus the first of the order of Levites? Was not he indeed a
stranger, when he came to seek and save that which was
lost? Oh! LorD, give me grace to recognize thee in every
stranger, and for thy sake to forget not the stranger,
conscious that as thyself, so thy people, they are all strangers
in the land of Egypt. Deuteronomy 10:19.

DEUTERONOMY 12:20-28

When the LORD thy God shall enlarge thy border, as he hath
promised thee, and thou shalt say, | will eat flesh, because thy
soul longeth to eat flesh; thou mayest eat flesh, whatsoever thy
soul lusteth after. (21) If the place which the LORD thy God hath
chosen to put his name there be too far from thee, then thou
shalt kill of thy herd and of thy flock, which the LORD hath given
thee, as | have commanded thee, and thou shalt eat in thy gates
whatsoever thy soul lusteth after. (22) Even as the roebuck and
the hart is eaten, so thou shalt eat them: the unclean and the
clean shall eat of them alike. (23) Only be sure that thou eat not
the blood: for the blood /s the life; and thou mayest not eat the
life with the flesh. (24) Thou shalt not eat it; thou shalt pour it
upon the earth as water. (25) Thou shalt not eat it; that it may go
well with thee, and with thy children after thee, when thou shalt
do that which /s right in the sight of the LORD. (26) Only thy holy
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things which thou hast, and thy vows, thou shalt take, and go
unto the place which the LORD shall choose: (27) And thou shalt
offer thy burnt offerings, the flesh and the blood, upon the altar of
the LORD thy God: and the blood of thy sacrifices shall be poured
out upon the altar of the LORD thy God, and thou shalt eat the
flesh. (28) Observe and hear all these words which | command
thee, that it may go well with thee, and with thy children after
thee for ever, when thou doest that which is good and right in the
sight of the LORD thy God.

The same observation meets us here as before, only with this
addition, that as from its importance it is again repeated, our
attention and regard to it should be but the more increased.
If from the renewal of it the LOrRD JESUS becomes more dear,
sweet is the exhortation how often soever repeated, which
under Gop's grace induceth this effect.

DEUTERONOMY 12:29-32

When the LORD thy God shall cut off the nations from before
thee, whither thou goest to possess them, and thou succeedest
them, and dwellest in their land; (30) Take heed to thyself that
thou be not snared by following them, after that they be
destroyed from before thee; and that thou enquire not after their
gods, saying, How did these nations serve their gods? even so will
I do likewise. (31) Thou shalt not do so unto the LORD thy God:
for every abomination to the LORD, which he hateth, have they
done unto their gods; for even their sons and their daughters they
have burnt in the fire to their gods. (32) What thing soever |
command you, observe to do it: thou shalt not add thereto, nor
diminish from it.

I take occasion from this precept to remark, how needful it
must be for the heart to be established in grace, that we may
not be carried about with diverse and strange doctrines. Alas!
if our religion be not of the heart, there can be no stability, no
dependence in our faith. But if | love the LORD JESus because |
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really and truly know him: this is life eternal. LorD! confirm
me in this faith. John 17:3.

REFLECTIONS

HoLy and Eternal SpiIrIT! be graciously pleased of thine infinite
mercy so to write thy statutes and judgments upon my mind
and in my heart, that | may live to JEsus in the enjoyment of
them all the days of my pilgrimage upon the earth. Thou,
dearest LorD, art both the lawgiver and the law-fulfiller of
thine own sacred will. Oh! may | behold thee as the end of
the law for righteousness to me, and to every one that
believeth; and while, through the influences of the blessed
SPIRIT, | live a life of faith 7o Gob and upon Gob, may | feel an
holy jealousy to throw down all the idols of the heart
wherever | find them.

Dearest LorD! make that place peculiarly sacred to my soul,
which hath Jesus for its object. Here would | dwell, forever
dwell, under the shining of thy divine countenance! Here
would I bring my poor offerings, and here alone present my
sacrifices, seeking the acceptance both of my person and
offering in him and his precious righteousness, who is the
altar, the offering, and the high priest of all His people. And
as I am not yet come to that rest which is thyself, blessed
JESus, in glory, and only behold thee now by faith; LorD, help
me until the vail be removed, to walk more by faith and less
by sight, that I may not do according to what the world is
doing, whatsoever seemeth right in a man's own eyes; but
that forgetting things that are behind, and reaching forth to
those which are before, I may press toward the mark of the
prize of the high calling of Gob in CHRIST JEsus. Return to thy
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rest, to thy Jesus, O my soul, for the LorD hath dealt
bountifully with thee!

CHAPTER 13

CONTENTS

This Chapter is a continuation of the same subject as the
former. Particular and special precepts are contained in it to
arm against the motives to idolatry; the persons tempting to it
are to be stoned, and even the cities where this sin Is
committed, are to be razed to the earth.

DEUTERONOMY 13:1
If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and
giveth thee a sign or a wonder,

To those who know not the deceitfulness of the human heart,
or the melancholy state of blindness and ignorance to which
we are fallen, the precept in this verse may appear strange.
But Reader! danger of deception concerning true and false
prophets was not peculiar to the Israelites. Observe what Paul
saith of the last times concerning apostacy, and then pause
over the subject, and pray for grace to resist every temptation
of this kind. See 1 Timothy 4:1.

DEUTERONOMY 13:2-3

And the sign or the wonder come to pass, whereof he spake unto
thee, saying, Let us go after other gods, which thou hast not
known, and let us serve them; (3) Thou shalt not hearken unto
the words of that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams: for the
LORD your God proveth you, to know whether ye love the LORD
your God with all your heart and with all your soul.
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But is it not yet more strange, that the LorD should permit the
prediction of false teachers to come to pass? The answer is at
hand. Gob hath given the reason: It is to prove the believer.
And what is the believers security but the SpIrIT's work in the
heart? if, my brother, you are taught of Gob the HoLy GHOST
who and what Jesus is, there will never be any danger of
going after other gods. That precious promise which Gob held
forth for his glory in the last days is then fulfilled in your
experience, and you need not ask your neighbor to teach you
to know the LorD. Sweet and blessed testimony this of Gob
the HoLy GHosT, and abundantly needful now more than ever,
in the present period of the church. Jeremiah 31:31-34.
Compared with Hebrews 8:8-11.

DEUTERONOMY 13:4

Ye shall walk after the LORD your God, and fear him, and keep his
commandments, and obey his voice, and ye shall serve him, and
cleave unto him.

Precious thought to cleave unto the LORD. Reader! pause over
it and examine whether this be your case. Deuteronomy
10:20.

DEUTERONOMY 13:5

And that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams, shall be put to
death; because he hath spoken to turn you away from the LORD
your God, which brought you out of the land of Egypt, and
redeemed you out of the house of bondage, to thrust thee out of
the way which the LORD thy God commanded thee to walk in. So
shalt thou put the evil away from the midst of thee.

Here is a line drawn to testify our faithfulness to Gob. To wink
at the daring attempt of anyone that strives to seduce us
from our attachment to Jesus is the greatest of crimes, and is
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in fact taking part with it. What a beautiful picture hath the
HoLy GHoOsST given us of the zeal of Phinehas on a similar
occasion, and what a blessed commendation follows it:
Numbers 25:7. 13. But Reader, when you have looked at the
zeal of Phinehas, call to mind what is said of Him whom
Phinehas typified. Isaiah 59:17, 18. John 2:17.

DeuTERONOMY 13:6-10

If thy brother, the son of thy mother, or thy son, or thy daughter,
or the wife of thy bosom, or thy friend, which /s as thine own soul,
entice thee secretly, saying, Let us go and serve other gods,
which thou hast not known, thou, nor thy fathers; (7) Namely, of
the gods of the people which are round about you, nigh unto
thee, or far off from thee, from the one end of the earth even
unto the other end of the earth; (8) Thou shalt not consent unto
him, nor hearken unto him; neither shall thine eye pity him,
neither shalt thou spare, neither shalt thou conceal him: (9) But
thou shalt surely kill him; thine hand shall be first upon him to put
him to death, and afterwards the hand of all the people. (10) And
thou shalt stone him with stones, that he die; because he hath
sought to thrust thee away from the LORD thy God, which
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage.

I include these verses within one general observation, to
preserve the thread of the narration unbroken. | beg the
Reader to observe with me, the striking expression made use
of in this precept; after, all the tender relations and charities
of life are enumerated, the man of Gop, adds, the friend,
which is as a man's own soul; intimating what our dear LORD
taught, that even our own flesh, the eye, or the right hand;
the one must be plucked out and the other cut off, if either
come in competition with our attachment to our covenant Gob
in CHRIST. For who is so near or so dear as he that is a
Brother born for adversity, or the Friend that sticketh closer
than a brother? Reader! is Jesus indeed thus precious to you?
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If so, no secret or open temptations will be sufficient to rob
you of your happiness, or your Gob of his glory. See those
Scriptures, Proverbs 17:17. 18:24. Matthew 5:29, 30. 1
Corinthians 10:13.

DEUTERONOMY 13:11
And all Israel shall hear, and fear, and shall do no more any such
wickedness as this is among you.

How often this promise is fulfilled and fulfilling in the sad
examples around, who shall number?

DEUTERONOMY 13:12-18

If thou shalt hear say in one of thy cities, which the LORD thy God
hath given thee to dwell there, saying, (13) Certain men, the
children of Belial, are gone out from among you, and have
withdrawn the inhabitants of their city, saying, Let us go and
serve other gods, which ye have not known; (14) Then shalt thou
enquire, and make search, and ask diligently; and, behold, /7 it be
truth, and the thing certain, that such abomination is wrought
among you; (15) Thou shalt surely smite the inhabitants of that
city with the edge of the sword, destroying it utterly, and all that
/s therein, and the cattle thereof, with the edge of the sword. (16)
And thou shalt gather all the spoil of it into the midst of the street
thereof, and shalt burn with fire the city, and all the spoil thereof
every whit, for the LORD thy God: and it shall be an heap for
ever; it shall not be built again. (17) And there shall cleave nought
of the cursed thing to thine hand: that the LORD may turn from
the fierceness of his anger, and shew thee mercy, and have
compassion upon thee, and multiply thee, as he hath sworn unto
thy fathers; (18) When thou shalt hearken to the voice of the
LORD thy God, to keep all his commandments which I command
thee this day, to do that which is right in the eyes of the LORD thy
God.

The sacred writer rises by a gradation from the sin of
individuals to that of a whole city, and here in this instance,
like as in the case of Sodom, Gob is so jealous of his honor,
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that rather than his glory shall be tarnished, all shall be swept
away with the besom of destruction. Reader, pause over this
solemn account, call to remembrance your own apostacy,
unbelief, denials of Gob and the like, and then look up to
JEsus, as the only means whereby thou art preserved to this
day, amidst all the idols which you have set up at various
times in the heart. Oh, how precious is it to behold that LAvB
of Gob, which hath taken away the sins of his people. John
1:29.

REFLECTIONS

MY soul! behold to what temptations thou art exposed, not
only from false prophets and false teachers, but also from
false friends and relations. How hath the Gobp of this word
blinded the minds of men and brought them over to his
interests! How doth that prince of the power of the air, as he
is called by the apostle, still work in the children of
disobedience! And how doth he govern them, direct them,
and influence them, by his secret insinuations, to dishonour
Gop themselves, and prompt others by their counsel and
example! Are not evil spirits and evil men of every description
and character his ministers? And what are all those acts of
men which we behold going on in life, in drunken clubs,
riotous pastimes, revels, banquetings, interpreters of dreams,
fortune-telling, and the like, but so many sabbaths of his, and
festivals to draw souls aside from the LorD GobD of their
fathers. “My Soul! come not thou into their secret; unto their
assembly, mine honor be not thou united.” But dearest LORD!
arm me with thy grace, and the power of thy HoLy SpIrIT, that
I may flee from idolatry, and be found among the number of
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the faithful, in cleaving to thee, O LorD, with full purpose of
heart.

CHAPTER 14

CONTENTS

MOSES is prosecuting the same subject of GoD's laws through
this Chapter. Here are precepts concerning the persons of the
children of Israel, concerning their diet, of what may be eaten
and what not; together with the tithes of divine service, and
of rejoicing in them before the LORD, and of the third year's
tithes of alms.

DEUTERONOMY 14:1-2

Ye are the children of the LORD your God: ye shall not cut
yourselves, nor make any baldness between your eyes for the
dead. (2) For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God, and
the LORD hath chosen thee to be a peculiar people unto himself,
above all the nations that are upon the earth.

There is a vast deal of gospel in this, and if read under the
teaching of the HoLy GHosT; with an eye to the covenant
mercies of Gob in CHRIST, it will not fail to bring sweet comfort
to the soul. My brother! let me ask you or rather beg you to
ask your own heart, are you of the children of the LorRD your
Gop? Are you distinguished from the ungodly world in being
set apart for Gob's glory, the purchase of Jesus’'s blood, the
subject of the HoLy GHosT's work? If you say yes to these and
the like questions, will you not say also, | am distinguished no
less by his grace from all the ungodly customs of a world
professedly at enmity with Gobp. Oh! for that sweet evidence
which Jesus points at: John 15:18, 19. If | were to detain the
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Reader any longer upon those two verses, it would be just to
remark to him, that the HoLy GHosT hath graciously drawn the
line of distinction between believers and unbelievers, at the
loss of friends. While they sorrow as those that have no hope,
because if they lose their earthly father they know nothing of
an heavenly one; true believers in CHRIST JEsus know, that if
all earthly connections cease, their FATHER, their Saviour, their
sanctifier, ever liveth, who is the father of the fatherless, and
the husband of the widow. Compare Jeremiah 2:27, with
49:11. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-1 8.

DEUTERONOMY 14:3-8

Thou shalt not eat any abominable thing. (4) These are the beasts
which ye shall eat: the ox, the sheep, and the goat, (5) The hart,
and the roebuck, and the fallow deer, and the wild goat, and the
pygarg, and the wild ox, and the chamois. (6) And every beast
that parteth the hoof, and cleaveth the cleft into two claws, and
cheweth the cud among the beasts, that ye shall eat. (7)
Nevertheless these ye shall not eat of them that chew the cud, or
of them that divide the cloven hoof; as the camel, and the hare,
and the coney: for they chew the cud, but divide not the hoof;
therefore they are unclean unto you. (8) And the swine, because
it divideth the hoof, yet cheweth not the cud, it /s unclean unto
you: ye shall not eat of their flesh, nor touch their dead carcase.

Concerning these precepts we had them before in Leviticus
11:2. to the Commentary on which I refer, and shall only just
observe upon the repetition of them here; that though since
the coming of the LorD JEsus nothing is unclean in itself which
Gob hath cleansed; and, as the apostle saith, every creature
of Gop is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received
with thanksgiving, when it is sanctified by the word of Gobp
and prayer; yet, though Jesus's followers are called unto
liberty, they dare not, they cannot indeed, neither do they
desire to use that liberty for an occasion to the flesh. Reader!
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is JESus your portion? Do you know what it is to eat spiritually
of his flesh, and to drink spiritually of his blood? If so, you are
but little concerned what perishing food your perishing body
is sustained with. 1 Timothy 4:3-5. Galatians 5:13. Romans
14:2, 3. 17. 21.

DEUTERONOMY 14:9-21

These ye shall eat of all that are in the waters: all that have fins
and scales shall ye eat: (10) And whatsoever hath not fins and
scales ye may not eat; it /s unclean unto you. (11) Of all clean
birds ye shall eat. (12) But these are they of which ye shall not
eat: the eagle, and the ossifrage, and the ospray, (13) And the
glede, and the kite, and the vulture after his kind, (14) And every
raven after his kind, (15) And the owl, and the night hawk, and
the cuckow, and the hawk after his kind, (16) The little owl, and
the great owl, and the swan, (17) And the pelican, and the gier
eagle, and the cormorant, (18) And the stork, and the heron after
her kind, and the lapwing, and the bat. (19) And every creeping
thing that flieth /s unclean unto you: they shall not be eaten. (20)
But of all clean fowls ye may eat. (21) Ye shall not eat of any
thing that dieth of itself: thou shalt give it unto the stranger that /s
in thy gates, that he may eat it; or thou mayest sell it unto an
alien: for thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God. Thou
shalt not seethe a kid in his mother’s milk.

The same observations will meet us here concerning the food
of fish and of birds, as under the foregoing of beasts.
Spiritually considered, and with an eye to the gospel
dispensation, the whole are of importance, meaning that all
uncleanness is forbidden: and these things are not only
commanded to be abstained from in the deed, but even in the
very word: and not once to be named among the LORD’S
heritage, as becometh saints. Ephesians 5:3.

DEUTERONOMY 14:22-26
Thou shalt truly tithe all the increase of thy seed, that the field
bringeth forth year by year. (23) And thou shalt eat before the
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LORD thy God, in the place which he shall choose to place his
name there, the tithe of thy corn, of thy wine, and of thine oil,
and the firstlings of thy herds and of thy flocks; that thou mayest
learn to fear the LORD thy God always. (24) And if the way be too
long for thee, so that thou art not able to carry it; or if the place
be too far from thee, which the LORD thy God shall choose to set
his name there, when the LORD thy God hath blessed thee: (25)
Then shalt thou turn /¢ into money, and bind up the money in
thine hand, and shalt go unto the place which the LORD thy God
shall choose: (26) And thou shalt bestow that money for
whatsoever thy soul lusteth after, for oxen, or for sheep, or for
wine, or for strong drink, or for whatsoever thy soul desireth: and
thou shalt eat there before the LORD thy God, and thou shalt
rejoice, thou, and thine household,

It is delightful to remark what provision Gop hath made for his
ministers, for his poor, for those who are by his providence
brought into straits and difficulties. That is an universal
precept and as fully to be observed now, as when it was at
first given. Deuteronomy 15:11.

DEUTERONOMY 14:27
And the Levite that /s within thy gates; thou shalt not forsake him;
for he hath no part nor inheritance with thee.

It is pleasing to observe the care Gop hath for the Levite. Was
not this with an eye to JEsus?

DEUTERONOMY 14:28-29

At the end of three years thou shalt bring forth all the tithe of
thine increase the same year, and shalt lay /¢ up within thy gates:
(29) And the Levite, (because he hath no part nor inheritance with
thee,) and the stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow, which
are within thy gates, shall come, and shall eat and be satisfied;
that the LORD thy God may bless thee in all the work of thine
hand which thou doest.
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Gob is a bountiful master. He giveth liberally and well may his
people. Reader? | have found the truth of that saying;
Proverbs 11:24.

REFLECTIONS

BLESSED LorD! give me to see that thou hast chosen me to
be one among thy people, that thou hast adopted me into thy
family, that thou hast sanctified me by thy grace, and that |
am thine in an everlasting covenant which cannot be broken:
and help me to live to thy glory that I may be distinguished as
thy people are distinguished, and then shall I live to thy praise
and honour all the day long.

LorD! teach me to learn from the precepts in this chapter,
how pure and holy all thy people ought to live, repeating
things which are without. May | never wallow in those
corruptions which the ungodly and carnal wallow in! May it be
my meat and my drink to do thy will! May | use a sparing
enjoyment of mere creature comforts, but constantly keep in
view, and make it by grace the mark of my conduct, that the
kingdom of GoD /s not meat and drink, but righteousness, and
peace, and joy in the HoLYy GHOST.

CHAPTER 15

CONTENTS

We have in this Chapter a continuation of Moses's discourse.
Here are contained, the order for the release of debtors every
seventh year.: cautions to the people not to withhold lending
to their needy brethren, on account of the year of release

104



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

being at hand: some particularities respecting the Hebrew
servant, and concerning the offering of the firstlings of their
cattle to Gob.

DEUTERONOMY 15:1-2

At the end of every seven years thou shalt make a release. (2)
And this /s the manner of the release: Every creditor that lendeth
ought unto his neighbour shall release /t; he shall not exact /t of
his neighbour, or of his brother; because it is called the LORD’S
release.

I call upon the Reader in a very particular manner in the
opening of this chapter, to remember the motto which | have
so often endeavored to bring to his recollection, that Moses
wrote of CHRIST, for here Jesus is evidently preached; and if
the HoLy GHosT shall be mercifully pleased to reveal him to
the Reader's view, he may and will discover, so much of the
LoRD CHRIST in this chapter, as will prove to him, that the law
is our schoolmaster unto CHRIST. Let the Reader observe, in
the account of this year of release, that it is called #/e LORD’S
release. And what is the release of poor insolvent debtors to
the laws of Gopb, when by sin they are rendered totally
incapable of paying what they owe both to the law and justice
of Gop, and they are through the infinite mercy of Gob's
covenant love in Jesus, justified from all things, and though
bond sinners, are set at happy liberty in CHRIST JESUS; what is
such a deliverance and freedom, but the LORD'S release—
GoD's acceptable year of salvation? Oh! thou dear and pre-
cious Redeemer! who doth not, or who will not see thee in thy
gracious character, when thou didst declare that the year of
thy redeemed was come, when thou camest to set at liberty
them that were bruised, and to let the oppressed go free?
Luke 4:18, 19.
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DEUTERONOMY 15:3
Of a foreigner thou mayest exact /it again: but that which is thine
with thy brother thine hand shall release;

What is a foreigner? Paul hath told us, Ephesians 2:12.
Reader! do you not see from hence, that covenant blessings,
and covenant mercies, are peculiar blessings and mercies.
LoRD! give me grace to be very earnest in searching for the
tokens of being interested in the covenant; and then, grace to
prize them in proportion to their infinite importance,. Reader!
examine yourself by that mark, Romans 8:14. Read also with
it, Romans 9:4-8.

DEUTERONOMY 15:4-5

Save when there shall be no poor among you; for the LORD shall
greatly bless thee in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee
for an inheritance to possess it: (5) Only if thou carefully hearken
unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe to do all these
commandments which | command thee this day.

Spiritually considered, what a mercy would this be, when that
scripture shall be fulfilled, in which it is said, Gob's people
shall all be righteous; Isaiah 60:21. In Jesus the very poorest
are so. But it should seem to refer to the latter day glory.
Who doth not join in that prayer of the Psalmist, Psalm 53:6?

DEUTERONOMY 15:6

For the LORD thy God blesseth thee, as he promised thee: and
thou shalt lend unto many nations, but thou shalt not borrow; and
thou shalt reign over many nations, but they shall not reign over
thee.

Is not this strictly true, in gospel days, when the servants of
Jesus impart of their golden treasure, the word of Gop, to the
darkened nations of the earth? What loan is like this? And
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what power over men is equal to that which, under Gob's
teaching, brings them into captivity to the law of CHRIST? 2
Corinthians 9:12-14.

DEUTERONOMY 15:7-8

If there be among you a poor man of one of thy brethren within
any of thy gates in thy land which the LORD thy God giveth thee,
thou shalt not harden thine heart, nor shut thine hand from thy
poor brother: (8) But thou shalt open thine hand wide unto him,
and shalt surely lend him sufficient for his need, /n that which he
wanteth.

Reader! dwell particularly on that endearing word, thy
brother, while reading this precept. Then, turn thy thoughts
to Jesus, a brother born for adversity; and call to mind, in
every instance of a real brother in JEsus who is in distress,
that he is his image, and representative. Read that scripture
with this; and may Gob the HoLy GHOST give energy to it, both
in your mind and mine. Few have ever entered into the full
meaning of it. Matthew 25:40.

DEUTERONOMY 15:9-10

Beware that there be not a thought in thy wicked heart, saying,
The seventh year, the year of release, is at hand; and thine eye
be evil against thy poor brother, and thou givest him nought; and
he cry unto the LORD against thee, and it be sin unto thee. (10)
Thou shalt surely give him, and thine heart shall not be grieved
when thou givest unto him: because that for this thing the LORD
thy God shall bless thee in all thy works, and in all that thou
puttest thine hand unto.

What a gracious provision hath the LorD of our salvation
made, in guarding against evil! The heart is wicked, and
David saith of himself that it was the transgression of the
wicked which spake within his own heart, that showed him
the fear of Gob was not before him. Psalm 36:1. And Paul
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confesseth for himself, that until the law came, in all its
spirituality and power, as extending to the thoughts of the
heart, he did not know sin, Romans 7:7. Reader! what are
your views of this subject?

DEUTERONOMY 15:11

For the poor shall never cease out of the land: therefore |
command thee, saying, Thou shalt open thine hand wide unto thy
brother, to thy poor, and to thy needy, in thy land.

Reader! look around thee, and behold this day how Gob's
word is verified. Blessed Jesus! give me grace to keep in view
thine unequalled poverty, and to consider the path of honest
humble poverty as dignified by thy bright example. 2
Corinthians 8:9.

DEUTERONOMY 15:12

And if thy brother, an Hebrew man, or an Hebrew woman, be sold
unto thee, and serve thee six years; then in the seventh year thou
shalt let him go free from thee.

Observe, it is a brother that is here spoken of: one included in
the covenant promises. To every one of this character there is
a year of release, whether male or female. Colossians 3:11.

DEUTERONOMY 15:13-14

And when thou sendest him out free from thee, thou shalt not let
him go away empty: (14) Thou shalt furnish him liberally out of
thy flock, and out of thy floor, and out of thy winepress: of that
wherewith the LORD thy God hath blessed thee thou shalt give
unto him.

And doth not Jesus when he sends forth his brethren in the
freedom of his salvation, send them forth enriched with all
spiritual blessings in CHRIST JESus? Ephesians 1:3.
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DEUTERONOMY 15:15

And thou shalt remember that thou wast a bondman in the land of
Egypt, and the LORD thy God redeemed thee: therefore |
command thee this thing to day.

Sweet remembrance! LORD give me grace ever to keep in view
the wormwood and the gall, that the honey and the
honeycomb of the gospel, even Jesus himself, may be the
more precious to my soul. Song Of Solomon 1:4.

DeEuTERONOMY 15:16-18

And it shall be, if he say unto thee, | will not go away from thee;
because he loveth thee and thine house, because he is well with
thee; (17) Then thou shalt take an aul, and thrust /f through his
ear unto the door, and he shall be thy servant for ever. And also
unto thy maidservant thou shalt do likewise. (18) It shall not seem
hard unto thee, when thou sendest him away free from thee; for
he hath been worth a double hired servant 7o thee, in serving thee
six years: and the LORD thy God shall bless thee in all that thou
doest.

Do | not see Jesus in this scripture? Was it not him who
though Lorp of all, and equal with the FATHER, yet made
himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a
servant? And was it not Jesus whose ear was thrust through
to be the servant of JEHOVAH in redemption work forever, until
all his people are brought home to glory. Dearest LORD! oh!
communicate to my soul unceasing grace, unremitting
knowledge, to contemplate thee as cheerfully engaging in the
service of thy FATHER, when accomplishing the great ends of
salvation. Oh! do thou give to me a portion of the same
humble spirit, that | may cry out with one of old, ‘Truly I am
thy servant, I am thy servant, thou hast loosed my bonds.’
Psalm 116: 16.
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DEUTERONOMY 15:19-22

All the firstling males that come of thy herd and of thy flock thou
shalt sanctify unto the LORD thy God: thou shalt do no work with
the firstling of thy bullock, nor shear the firstling of thy sheep.
(20) Thou shalt eat /t before the LORD thy God year by year in the
place which the LORD shall choose, thou and thy household. (21)
And if there be any blemish therein, as /f it be lame, or blind, or
have any ill blemish, thou shalt not sacrifice it unto the LORD thy
God. (22) Thou shalt eat it within thy gates: the unclean and the
clean person shall eat it alike, as the roebuck, and as the hart.

Here is a repetition of the law concerning the redemption of
the firstlings of the flock. See Exodus 13:2. 15. But let not the
Reader overlook the grand object intended from it. JESuS is
the first-born among many brethren. He was devoted to the
LoRD’s service from the womb. And how highly expedient was
it that his holiness and immaculate purity should be
represented by an unblemished offering. Reader! Gob the
HoLy GHosT give you and me grace, that our poor offerings
may all be brought with an eye to Jesus! Malachi 1:13, 14.

DEUTERONOMY 15:23
Only thou shalt not eat the blood thereof; thou shalt pour it upon
the ground as water.

REFLECTIONS

BEFORE 1 close the chapter, let me pause again and review
the divine mercy in the appointment of the year of release.
Let me contemplate the FATHER's everlasting love, the
Redeemer's unequalled grace, and thy rich mercy, O thou
eternal SpirIT! from whose teaching alone it is that | behold,
in this ancient representation, the everlasting free grace of
JEHOVAH in the finished righteousness of our LORD JESuS
CHRIST.
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Oh! thou, who in the fulness of love didst come to give liberty
to the captive, sight to the blind, and to proclaim the year of
release to all thy redeemed! Hail, precious Saviour! blessed
for ever be thy name, that when our poor fallen nature lay
bound in the prison house, to have remained there forever, as
debtors to the infinite justice and law of our Gob, thou camest
full of grace and truth, didst restore us to our freedom, and
not only didst send us out in happy liberty, but also full of the
gifts and graces of the HoLy GHosT. By what name shall | call
thee? or in what endearing point of view shall | look up to
thee, O thou compassionate Redeemer, who in the
accomplishment of this great work didst consent to have Ais
ear bored to the door of thy FATHER's house, that | might be
freed forever? Add one blessing more, O LavB of Gob, to
these unspeakable mercies, and cause the purchase of thy
blood and service to be dedicated to thy glory: that as | am
no longer my own, but bought with a price, | may glorify Gob
in my body, and in my spirit, which are his.

CHAPTER 16

CONTENTS

The servant of GoD /s prosecuting the subject of divine laws
through this as in the foregoing chapter. We have here the
precept for the observance of the three yearly feasts: of the
Passover; of Pentecost; and of tabernacles. Beside these,
here is a direction for the offerings of the people at those
feasts, and the prohibition of making groves and images.

DEUTERONOMY 16:1-8
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Observe the month of Abib, and keep the passover unto the LORD
thy God: for in the month of Abib the LORD thy God brought thee
forth out of Egypt by night. (2) Thou shalt therefore sacrifice the
passover unto the LORD thy God, of the flock and the herd, in the
place which the LORD shall choose to place his name there. (3)
Thou shalt eat no leavened bread with it; seven days shalt thou
eat unleavened bread therewith, even the bread of affliction; for
thou camest forth out of the land of Egypt in haste: that thou
mayest remember the day when thou camest forth out of the land
of Egypt all the days of thy life. (4) And there shall be no leavened
bread seen with thee in all thy coast seven days; neither shall
there any thing of the flesh, which thou sacrificedst the first day at
even, remain all night until the morning. (5) Thou mayest not
sacrifice the passover within any of thy gates, which the LORD thy
God giveth thee: (6) But at the place which the LORD thy God
shall choose to place his name in, there thou shalt sacrifice the
passover at even, at the going down of the sun, at the season
that thou camest forth out of Egypt. (7) And thou shalt roast and
eat /tin the place which the LORD thy God shall choose: and thou
shalt turn in the morning, and go unto thy tents. (8) Six days thou
shalt eat unleavened bread: and on the seventh day shall be a
solemn assembly to the LORD thy God: thou shalt do no work
therein.

The HoLy GHosT hath evidently shown his divine approbation
of the observance of the typical representation of JEsus’s
sufferings and death, as our Paschal Lamb, by the frequent
mention of it. This was largely set forth, Exodus 12. but here
it is again repeated. It is sweet to the believer to reflect, that
in ages so remote, and at so long a period before the corning
of JEsus, the representation of our deliverance by him should
be shadowed out in the church. Reader! do you really and
truly believe what the apostle saith, that CHRIST is our
Passover, and that he was sacrificed for us? Oh! then let us
keep the feast, and let us eat with holy joy the unleavened
bread of sincerity and truth! 1 Corinthians 5:7-8.
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DEUTERONOMY 16:9-12

Seven weeks shalt thou number unto thee: begin to number the
seven weeks from such time as thou beginnest to put the sickle to
the corn. (10) And thou shalt keep the feast of weeks unto the
LORD thy God with a tribute of a freewill offering of thine hand,
which thou shalt give unto the LORD thy God, according as the
LORD thy God hath blessed thee: (11) And thou shalt rejoice
before the LORD thy God, thou, and thy son, and thy daughter,
and thy manservant, and thy maidservant, and the Levite that /s
within thy gates, and the stranger, and the fatherless, and the
widow, that are among you, in the place which the LORD thy God
hath chosen to place his name there. (12) And thou shalt
remember that thou wast a bondman in Egypt: and thou shalt
observe and do these statutes.

Reader! is it not a subject of heartfelt satisfaction, and
demanding a most grateful acknowledgment to our Gob, that
as the observance of the Passover happened at the very time
JEsus our Passover was offered upon the cross; so the feast of
weeks, which represented the outpouring of the HoLy GHOST,
happened at the very time when the blessed SPIRIT came
down at first in an open display at the day of Pentecost, upon
the minds of the Apostles and first followers of the LORD?
Could anything more decidedly point out the wisdom of Gob
in this ordination? See Luke 22:1, compared with Acts 2:1.

DEUTERONOMY 16:13-15

Thou shalt observe the feast of tabernacles seven days, after that
thou hast gathered in thy corn and thy wine: (14) And thou shalt
rejoice in thy feast, thou, and thy son, and thy daughter, and thy
manservant, and thy maidservant, and the Levite, the stranger,
and the fatherless, and the widow, that are within thy gates. (15)
Seven days shalt thou keep a solemn feast unto the LORD thy God
in the place which the LORD shall choose: because the LORD thy
God shall bless thee in all thine increase, and in all the works of
thine hands, therefore thou shalt surely rejoice.
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Moses doth not repeat in this place what sacrifices were to be
observed in keeping this feast of tabernacles. These were
particularly appointed. Numbers 29:12.

DEUTERONOMY 16:16-17

Three times in a year shall all thy males appear before the LORD
thy God in the place which he shall choose; in the feast of
unleavened bread, and in the feast of weeks, and in the feast of
tabernacles: and they shall not appear before the LORD empty:
(17) Every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing
of the LORD thy God which he hath given thee.

Here the whole three feasts are brought within one precept
for their observance. And who is there but must, in a gospel
sense, desire to honour JEHOVAH in the observance of
ordinances and means of grace, which keep in view the
sacrifice of Jesus, the effusion of the HoLy GHosT, and that
Gop hath tabernacled among us in substance of our flesh?
These things are indeed great joy to all people. Luke 2:10.

DEUTERONOMY 16:18-20

Judges and officers shalt thou make thee in all thy gates, which
the LORD thy God giveth thee, throughout thy tribes: and they
shall judge the people with just judgment. (19) Thou shalt not
wrest judgment; thou shalt not respect persons, neither take a
gift: for a gift doth blind the eyes of the wise, and pervert the
words of the righteous. (20) That which is altogether just shalt
thou follow, that thou mayest live, and inherit the land which the
LORD thy God giveth thee.

Though it seems that these appointments, were of a civil and
political kind, and therefore make a digression from what
went before, yet they serve to show the gracious attention of
Gop toward his people. Romans 13:1.

DEUTERONOMY 16:21-22

114



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

Thou shalt not plant thee a grove of any trees near unto the altar
of the LORD thy God, which thou shalt make thee. (22) Neither
shalt thou set thee up any image; which the LORD thy God
hateth.

Is it not astonishing that a people so highly favored of Gob
should need such precepts as these to keep them from
idolatry? But alas! even in gospel days, and under a better
dispensation, established upon better promises, what a
tendency there is to set up the idol under one form or other,
in the human heart.

REFLECTIONS

BLESSED Gob! give me grace to observe, with holy joy and
thankfulness, the solemn seasons of thine appointment, in
communication of thy mercies. |1 would pray indeed for the
leadings of the HoLy SpirIT, to observe the month of Abib,
which pointed to Jesus, and his one, all-sufficient sacrifice, all
the year; and since CHRIST, our Passover, is sacrificed for us, |
would, all the year, keep the feast. And no less, thou blessed
HoLy SpIRIT, would | beseech thee to pour upon me thy
precious influence, that every day may be the renewal of the
day of Pentecost to my soul. Oh! that thou wouldst come
down as showers on the new-mown grass, to revive my
drooping, languishing heart, by the soul-strengthening
communications of thy love. And dearest LOrRD, when | appear
before thee in thy courts, and house of prayer, oh! constrain
my heart that I may not appear before thee empty. But,
having so much communicated to me of thy fulness, my
poorer brother may partake of my overflowing cup; and I may
by grace be able, both in temporals and spirituals, to comfort
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others with the same comforts wherewith I myself am
comforted of Gob.

CHAPTER 17

CONTENTS

The subject of the divine laws is continued through this
Chapter. Moses under GoOD'S authority, points out the
unblemished state required of the animals to be offered in
sacrifice; of the punishment of idolaters. of controversies in
Judgment: of the election of a king, and of special duties
required of him.

DEUTERONOMY 17:1

Thou shalt not sacrifice unto the LORD thy God any bullock, or
sheep, wherein is blemish, or any evilfavouredness: for that /s an
abomination unto the LORD thy God.

I hope the Reader will not overlook, in the frequent notice
which he must have made in the several parts of Moses's
writings, concerning the unblemished state of the animals to
be offered in sacrifice, how exceedingly concerned the HoLy
GHosT was, to direct the view of Israel to Jesus, the Lamb
without blemish and without spot. For as all the sacrifices of
the Jews were types of him, nothing can be more pointed
than this one feature. Oh my soul, may it be never thy lot, to
offer the blind and the lame in sacrifice! Malachi 1:8.

DEUTERONOMY 17:2-7

If there be found among you, within any of thy gates which the
LORD thy God giveth thee, man or woman, that hath wrought
wickedness in the sight of the LORD thy God, in transgressing his
covenant, (3) And hath gone and served other gods, and
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worshipped them, either the sun, or moon, or any of the host of
heaven, which | have not commanded; (4) And it be told thee,
and thou hast heard of /t, and enquired diligently, and, behold, /¢
be true, and the thing certain, that such abomination is wrought in
Israel: (5) Then shalt thou bring forth that man or that woman,
which have committed that wicked thing, unto thy gates, even
that man or that woman, and shalt stone them with stones, till
they die. (6) At the mouth of two witnesses, or three witnesses,
shall he that is worthy of death be put to death; but at the mouth
of one witness he shall not be put to death. (7) The hands of the
witnesses shall be first upon him to put him to death, and
afterward the hands of all the people. So thou shalt put the evil
away from among you.

Observe, how tenacious the LorD GobD was of his people's
faithfulness, and how exemplary the punishment of idolatry.
Oh! that many in the present hour, who are tempting the
Israel of Gob by apostacy, would lay this to heart. 2 Timothy
3:6.

DEUTERONOMY 17:8-13

If there arise a matter too hard for thee in judgment, between
blood and blood, between plea and plea, and between stroke and
stroke, being matters of controversy within thy gates: then shalt
thou arise, and get thee up into the place which the LORD thy
God shall choose; (9) And thou shalt come unto the priests the
Levites, and unto the judge that shall be in those days, and
enquire; and they shall shew thee the sentence of judgment: (10)
And thou shalt do according to the sentence, which they of that
place which the LORD shall choose shall shew thee; and thou
shalt observe to do according to all that they inform thee: (11)
According to the sentence of the law which they shall teach thee,
and according to the judgment which they shall tell thee, thou
shalt do: thou shalt not decline from the sentence which they shall
shew thee, fo the right hand, nor fo the left. (12) And the man
that will do presumptuously, and will not hearken unto the priest
that standeth to minister there before the LORD thy God, or unto
the judge, even that man shall die: and thou shalt put away the
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evil from Israel. (13) And all the people shall hear, and fear, and
do no more presumptuously.

The apostle Paul from the case of the presumptuous man
here noticed, takes occasion to draw a very striking inference
in his Epistle to the Hebrews, in those who tread underfoot
the Son of Gob, and count the blood of the covenant an
unholy thing, and are guilty of doing despite to the SpIRIT of
grace. When the law is thus spiritualized and explained by the
gospel, and the apostle's authority in this instance certainly
justifies its being done, it is very sweet and delightful. See
Hebrews 10:28, 29.

DEUTERONOMY 17:14

When thou art come unto the land which the LORD thy God giveth
thee, and shalt possess it, and shalt dwell therein, and shalt say, |
will set a king over me, like as all the nations that are about me;

Gop foreseeing what Israel would do, makes a provision for
their conduct. But as Gob was their king, the very idea of
desiring another was rebellious. See 1 Samuel 12:1-19. Hosea
8:4.

DEUTERONOMY 17:15

Thou shalt in any wise set A/m king over thee, whom the LORD
thy God shall choose: one from among thy brethren shalt thou set
king over thee: thou mayest not set a stranger over thee, which /s
not thy brother.

Reader! is there not somewhat here which hath an eye to
JEsus? Is he not of our brethren? Is he not indeed our king?
Zechariah 9:9.

DEUTERONOMY 17:16
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But he shall not multiply horses to himself, nor cause the people
to return to Egypt, to the end that he should multiply horses:
forasmuch as the LORD hath said unto you, Ye shall henceforth
return no more that way.

JEsus chose the humblest of animals when he rode triumphant
to the temple. Matthew 21:5.

DEUTERONOMY 17:17
Neither shall he multiply wives to himself, that his heart turn not
away: neither shall he greatly multiply to himself silver and gold.

Solomon's transgression of this precept cost him very dear. 1
Kings 11:1-3.

DEUTERONOMY 17:18-20

And it shall be, when he sitteth upon the throne of his kingdom,
that he shall write him a copy of this law in a book out of that
which fs before the priests the Levites: (19) And it shall be with
him, and he shall read therein all the days of his life: that he may
learn to fear the LORD his God, to keep all the words of this law
and these statutes, to do them: (20) That his heart be not lifted
up above his brethren, and that he turn not aside from the
commandment, fo the right hand, or fo the left: to the end that he
may prolong Ais days in his kingdom, he, and his children, in the
midst of Israel.

Observe, it was not enough to have it written for him, he
must do it with his own hand: and the highest honour be
could arrive at, was the sacred employment here enjoined
him. But this was not all. Writing it was not enough, he was
to meditate therein. Reader! in how many families is the word
of Gob a reproach, when the Bible is made to rest upon their
shelves unused from day to day. Will not Gop's word be a
swift witness against such in the day of judgment? Blessed

119



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

Jesus! may thy word dwell in my heart richly in all wisdom,
and may it be my meditation all the day.

REFLECTIONS

BLESSED Jesus! thou art the unblemished spotless offering of
my soul, and while | desire of thine own, O my Gob, to bring
the best and choicest offerings, in token that all I am, and all
I have is thine: it is JEsus himself, my sin-offering, my only
righteousness, with which I would come to thine altar. And
oh! how sweet and lovely art thou dearest Redeemer, in all
thy person, offices, and characters! In purity, in comeliness,
thou art not only fairer than the children of men, for grace is
poured into thy lips, but thou dost infinitely transcend the an-
gels. And is it not on behalf of thy people that thou appearest
to our view, and art presented by faith to our Gob in the
everlasting righteousness of thy spotless purity and holiness?
Dearest Jesus! be thou ever my sacrifice of a sweet smelling
savor!

Blessed SpIRIT! help me to look up to thee in the perusal of
this chapter, and seeing thou didst enjoin the king of Israel,
to copy with his own hand the sacred word, and to read
therein all the days of his life; Oh! give me grace to meditate
therein day and night; and like thy servant of old, may | be
enabled to say, “Mine eyes prevent the night watches, that |
may be occupied in thy words. LorD, make the law of thy
mouth dearer to me than thousands of gold and silver.”

CHAPTER 18
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CONTENTS

This s a very interesting Chapter, because the HoLy GHOST in
after ages of the Church, explained a striking passage in it as
immediately pointing to JESUS. Besides this prominent feature,
here are certain laws appointed respecting the Church
revenue: the maintenance for the priests and Levites:
cautions again repeated in relation to idolatry: and certain
regulations in respect to prophecy.

DEUTERONOMY 18:1-2

The priests the Levites, and all the tribe of Levi, shall have no part
nor inheritance with Israel: they shall eat the offerings of the
LORD made by fire, and his inheritance. (2) Therefore shall they
have no inheritance among their brethren: the LORD /s their
inheritance, as he hath said unto them.

The separation of the priests and Levites, evidently shows in
what light Gop views his servants who minister in holy things.
How much is it to be wished, that all such were indeed set
apart, both by the divine appointment and ordination of the
LorD, and from the necessity of worldly commerce with man,
for these things bring a snare. This precept and the LORD’S
provision for his priests and Levites we have before: Numbers
18:9-11.

DEUTERONOMY 18:3

And this shall be the priest's due from the people, from them that
offer a sacrifice, whether jt be ox or sheep; and they shall give
unto the priest the shoulder, and the two cheeks, and the maw.

This sacrifice was a peace offering. See Chap. 12:6.

DEUTERONOMY 18:4-5
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The firstfruit a/so of thy corn, of thy wine, and of thine oil, and the
first of the fleece of thy sheep, shalt thou give him. (5) For the
LORD thy God hath chosen him out of all thy tribes, to stand to
minister in the name of the LORD, him and his sons for ever.

The apostle Paul gives the best comment upon this passage,
and indeed the subject in general: He that waiteth at the altar
should be partaker of the altar. 1 Corinthians 9:1-14. | would
only observe upon it, that as the LorD himself hath
undertaken by this precept to provide for his servants, bad
must be the mind that refuseth to comply: and, on the other
hand, most unworthy must be that servant, who takes
advantage of this, to exact from his brethren more than what
is just and right.

DEUTERONOMY 18:6-8

And if a Levite come from any of thy gates out of all Israel, where
he sojourned, and come with all the desire of his mind unto the
place which the LORD shall choose; (7) Then he shall minister in
the name of the LORD his God, as all his brethren the Levites do,
which stand there before the LORD. (8) They shall have like
portions to eat, beside that which cometh of the sale of his
patrimony.

There is a great tenderness manifested of the LoRrRD’s attention
in this precept, in the provision for the free-will service of the
LOrD'S ministers. Oh! do thou blessed SpirIT, who hath the
hearts of thy people at thy command, incline many such in
our day to be instant in the work, to win souls to Jesus. 2
Timothy 4:1, 2.

DEUTERONOMY 18:9-14

When thou art come into the land which the LORD thy God giveth
thee, thou shalt not learn to do after the abominations of those
nations. (10) There shall not be found among you any one that
maketh his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that
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useth divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a
witch, (11) Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a
wizard, or a necromancer. (12) For all that do these things are an
abomination unto the LORD: and because of these abominations
the LORD thy God doth drive them out from before thee. (13)
Thou shalt be perfect with the LORD thy God. (14) For these
nations, which thou shalt possess, hearkened unto observers of
times, and unto diviners: but as for thee, the LORD thy God hath
not suffered thee so fo do.

It is wonderful to observe, how much Moses was led to speak
to the people against the idolatry of the neighboring nations
around them. As if the LORD meant to convey by the
frequency of his precepts on this subject, the extreme
jealousy he had for his honour. I cannot help adding, from
the view here given of Gob's displeasure, at the pretended
diviners of what is to come, how cautious our children should
be made of listening to the pretended prognostications of
modern fortune-tellers. Alas! that such ignorance should have
remained in the world to the present period! What Paul saith
of the ignorance of preceding ages in general, may, by a
parity of reasoning, be peculiarly applied to this part of the
science in the present. “The times of such ignorance Gobp hath
winked at, but now hath commanded all men everywhere to
repent.” Acts 17:30.

DEUTERONOMY 18:15

The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the
midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall
hearken;

Of all the striking prophecies in Gobp's word, directly and
plainly pointing to the LorD JEsus, this seems to be among the
highest. And so interesting is it, that we find it spoken of in
guotations frequently. It is quoted by Peter, Acts 3:22. by
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Stephen. Acts 7:37. and by the people at large, after the
miracle JEsus manifested, in multiplying the bread: John 6:14.
But while I beg the Reader not to lose sight of this, because it
certainly is among the strongest if not the very clearest
prophecy concerning the LoRD JEsus, which is in the whole law
of Gob: I do beg of him also, not to overlook two or three
most striking distinctions of character, by which this prophecy
pointed him out. As for example: he was to be raised up by
Gob, not of himself, for no man taketh this honour unto
himself but he that was called of Gob, as was Aaron. Hebrews
5:4, 5. He was to be raised up of his brethren. Dearest Jesus!
though thou wast “Gop over all, blessed for ever,” yet didst
thou condescend to take upon thee our nature, and to be
made like unto thy brethren, that thou mightest be a merciful
and faithful high priest, Hebrews 2:16-18. And he was to be
like Moses; that is, in the greatness and authority in which he
came, only with this striking distinction which the apostle hath
drawn; Moses was the servant, but Jesus the LOrRD himself.
Hebrews 3:2, 3.

DEUTERONOMY 18:16-17

According to all that thou desiredst of the LORD thy God in Horeb
in the day of the assembly, saying, Let me not hear again the
voice of the LORD my God, neither let me see this great fire any
more, that I die not. (17) And the LORD said unto me, They have
well spoken that which they have spoken.

We have an awful account of this: Exodus 20:18, 19.

DEUTERONOMY 18:18

I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like
unto thee, and will put my words in his mouth; and he shall speak
unto them all that | shall command him.
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Are not all the sweet words which we hear of Gob spoken to
us by our LORD JEsus CHRIST? Doth not that verse decide this
great and precious truth? John 1:18.

DEuTERONOMY 18:19

And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto
my words which he shall speak in my name, | will require /t of
him.

The best comment upon this passage, is the great question
Paul asketh the Church of the Hebrews, “How shall we escape
if we neglect so great salvation?” Hebrews 2:2, 3.

DEUTERONOMY 18:20-22

But the prophet, which shall presume to speak a word in my
name, which | have not commanded him to speak, or that shall
speak in the name of other gods, even that prophet shall die. (21)
And if thou say in thine heart, How shall we know the word which
the LORD hath not spoken? (22) When a prophet speaketh in the
name of the LORD, if the thing follow not, nor come to pass, that
/s the thing which the LORD hath not spoken, but the prophet
hath spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him.

And what is the distinguishing mark to the church now? See
those two sweet scriptures: Isaiah 8:20. Romans 8:14. To
which | add a third: “It is the spirit that beareth witness,
because the SPIRIT is truth.” 1 John 5:6.

REFLECTIONS

I WOULD pass by numberless other passages, how interesting
soever they may be in themselves, to attend to this most
engaging one, which contains the FATHER'S promise of raising
up a prophet to his people, whom they should hear; because
his blessed SprIRIT is pledged and engaged to make such
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willing to hear in the day of his power. To thee would I look
up, O thou great prophet, thou LorD GoD of the prophets,
who hast indeed been raised up, in confirmation of the
FATHER'S promise, from among thy brethren! Thou camest,
blessed Jesus, fully furnished and complete to the precious
office, as the prophet of thy people! In all the great truth of
salvation thou hast taught thy people, and thy people hast
thou caused to hear thee by the sweet and constraining
influences of thy SpiriT. And how hast thou brought our dark,
ignorant, and blind-minds, acquainted with the mysteries of
thy kingdom! How hast thou revealed the FATHER'S love to our
hearts! How made known thy precious love! And how shed
abroad the blessed SpirIT's fellowship in the minds of thy
people! Oh thou divine prophet! continue to my soul all thy
sweet offices. Speak to me, blessed Jesus, speak to me in all
my doubts, under all my fears, and when distressed by reason
of the enemy! Is it not thine to do all this, and to speak a
word in season to weary souls? And if Gob my FATHER hath
graciously said, this great, this Almighty prophet shall be
heard, be it my portion to hear thy voice, and to rejoice in this
assurance, that Jesus hath been anointed as my prophet, to
guide me, and to instruct me in the knowledge of himself, and
his great salvation.

CHAPTER 19

CONTENTS

Our ever adored Redeemer told the Pharisees in the days of
his flesh, that on the two great commandments, of the love of
Gop and the love of our neighbor, hung all the laws and the

126



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

prophets; and accordingly, Moses having in the foregoing
chapters largely pointed out the first of these, proceeds now,
in this chapter, to enforce the duties of the second table of
the commandments.

DEUTERONOMY 19:1-2

When the LORD thy God hath cut off the nations, whose land the
LORD thy God giveth thee, and thou succeedest them, and
dwellest in their cities, and in their houses; (2) Thou shalt
separate three cities for thee in the midst of thy land, which the
LORD thy God giveth thee to possess it.

This is a very sweet chapter if read under the HoLy GHOST's
teaching, and spiritually considered as leading to Jesus. And |
take occasion here again in the opening of it to remind the
reader once more, that it was of JEsus Moses wrote. If the
reader will consult Exodus 21:13. he will there find, GoD's
gracious promise concerning his merciful provision for sins of
inadvertency in unintentional murder. And if he will then refer
to Deuteronomy 4:41, 42. he will observe this promise
fulfilled. 1 beg the Reader to consult the Commentary on the
passages. But when the Reader hath made his observation on
these passages, | would call upon him to remark, that the
provision here made for the like occasions hath a reference to
the state of Israel, after that Israel should become settled in
Canaan. Yes! in Canaan as well as in the wilderness, it is JESuS
alone who is the city of refuge to his people. Reader! do you
not know that even in heaven itself Jesus will be the
everlasting covering of his people, their house, their
habitation, their joy, their all in all to all eternity! Sweetly and
securely from their union with his person, their interest in his
righteousness, and their acceptance in his blood, are their
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souls brought into the everlasting city of refuge, and guarded
from every trouble and from every possibility of evil.

DEUTERONOMY 19:3

Thou shalt prepare thee a way, and divide the coasts of thy land,
which the LORD thy God giveth thee to inherit, into three parts,
that every slayer may flee thither.

It is said that the Jewish magistrates were very particular
respecting the observance of this law, and that once in a year
a day was set apart to examine whether the ways which led
to the cities of refuge were in good repair, and free from all
obstructions; and that the poor fugitive which was fleeing
from the avenger, might not be at a loss to know the path, a
post of direction was placed at the corner of the road leading
to those cities, with the word Mikiat, that is refuge, engraven
in great letters upon it. Whether this be literally true I
presume not to say; but one thing I know, ministers of the
gospel ought to be very diligent to see, not only one day in a
year, but every day and all the day, that no stumbling block
be placed in the way of a poor sinner, who is fleeing to JEsus
for his life. Oh, thou dear Redeemer! how gracious is it that
our coasts are so divided in our land, that every way there is
an opening to thee in thy blood and righteousness! Blessed be
the LorD! his word is nigh unto us, and his invitation forever
sounding in our ears. Ohl, for grace to flee unto thee, thou
LamB of Gobp which takest away the sin of thy people. Romans
10:8. John 1:29.

DEUTERONOMY 19:4-7

And this /s the case of the slayer, which shall flee thither, that he
may live: Whoso killeth his neighbour ignorantly, whom he hated
not in time past; (5) As when a man goeth into the wood with his
neighbour to hew wood, and his hand fetcheth a stroke with the
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axe to cut down the tree, and the head slippeth from the helve,
and lighteth upon his neighbour, that he die; he shall flee unto
one of those cities, and live: (6) Lest the avenger of the blood
pursue the slayer, while his heart is hot, and overtake him,
because the way is long, and slay him; whereas he was not
worthy of death, inasmuch as he hated him not in time past. (7)
Wherefore | command thee, saying, Thou shalt separate three
cities for thee.

It is beautiful to remark the rich provision of gospel mercies,
not only for sins of notorious perverseness, but of ignorance.
Alas! who can tell how oft he offendeth! But in JEsus; whom
those cities of refuge represented, there is alone security for
all. 1 John 1:7.

DEUTERONOMY 19:8-10

And if the LORD thy God enlarge thy coast, as he hath sworn unto
thy fathers, and give thee all the land which he promised to give
unto thy fathers; (9) If thou shalt keep all these commandments
to do them, which I command thee this day, to love the LORD thy
God, and to walk ever in his ways; then shalt thou add three cities
more for thee, beside these three: (10) That innocent blood be
not shed in thy land, which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an
inheritance, and so blood be upon thee.

It is worthy remark, that this precept of forming three cities
more, in case of the enlargement of Israel's borders, was
never fulfilled as it respected Israel only. But, had it not an
eye to the enlargement of the church, when both Jew and
Gentile were brought into one? See Isaiah 54:2, 3. And in this
sense was not the precept intended to show, that the cities of
refuge were as many to the Gentiles as to the Jews, and all
typically referred to one and the same blessed object?
Colossians 1:20.

DEUTERONOMY 19:11-13
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But if any man hate his neighbour, and lie in wait for him, and rise
up against him, and smite him mortally that he die, and fleeth into
one of these cities: (12) Then the elders of his city shall send and
fetch him thence, and deliver him into the hand of the avenger of
blood, that he may die. (13) Thine eye shall not pity him, but thou
shalt put away the guilt of innocent blood from lIsrael, that it may
go well with thee.

To explain those verses upon gospel principles, we must have
recourse to what was originally said concerning murder:
Genesis 9:6. There should seem from hence, to be an open
and daring attack upon the majesty of Gobp himself in every
instance of premeditated murder. Blood must therefore
answer for blood. But this extends only to the punishment of
the present state. In relation to the privileges of salvation by
JEsus, we know that there is redemption in his blood for all
manner of sin; and even some among the crucifiers of the
LorD Jesus, were called by the apostle to the participation of
this rich mercy on the day of Pentecost. Acts. 2:23, 38, 39.

DEUTERONOMY 19:14

Thou shalt not remove thy neighbour’'s landmark, which they of
old time have set in thine inheritance, which thou shalt inherit in
the land that the LORD thy God giveth thee to possess it.

This precept is again repeated and a curse annexed to it:
Deuteronomy 27:17.

DeEuTERONOMY 19:15-20

One witness shall not rise up against a man for any iniquity, or for
any sin, in any sin that he sinneth: at the mouth of two witnesses,
or at the mouth of three witnesses, shall the matter be
established. (16) If a false witness rise up against any man to
testify against him that which is wrong; (17) Then both the men,
between whom the controversy /s, shall stand before the LORD,
before the priests and the judges, which shall be in those days;
(18) And the judges shall make diligent inquisition: and, behold, /f
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the witness be a false witness, and hath testified falsely against
his brother; (19) Then shall ye do unto him, as he had thought to
have done unto his brother: so shalt thou put the evil away from
among you. (20) And those which remain shall hear, and fear, and
shall henceforth commit no more any such evil among you.

The wisdom of those laws is too obvious to need a comment;
they have been already noticed: Numbers 35:30. But what a
sweet thought is it to the believer's experience, that in divine
things there are the Holy Three which bear record in heaven,
and there is the evidence of three which carry a
corresponding testimony to his heart; namely, the HoLy GHOST
as the first great witness in the spirits of his people; his
sacred word as the second; and the believer's heart as the
third, in which the evidence is given; and all these three agree
in one, in their united testimony to the truth as it is in JEsus. 2
Corinthians 13:1.

DEUTERONOMY 19:21
And thine eye shall not pity; but life shall go for life, eye for eye,
tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.

Was not the suretyship of Jesus pointed out in this law? Did
not Jesus when redeeming his people, give an eye for an eye,
and a tooth for a tooth? Was not this literally indeed the case,
when he who knew no sin became sin for us, and was made a
curse for us that we might be made the righteousness of Gob
in him?

REFLECTIONS

HERE let me gaze on thee again and again, thou dearest
Jesus, who art indeed the only City of refuge for all thy
people, and who art placed in every avenue and way by which
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a poor slayer of himself and of his own soul by sin, may find
shelter from the avenger. And while | look on thee as my sure
hiding place from all the anger of my FATHER's broken law,
and from all the accusations of my own guilty conscience, and
from all the malice of Satan; Oh! may the HoLy GHOST give
speed to my flight and earnestness to my desires, that before
the avenger of blood can reach me, I may have taken shelter
in thy person and righteousness. Oh! thou blessed Refuge of
poor sinners, how fitly art thou prepared, how completely
suited to all the wants of thy people! My soul even now,
seems to feel an holy triumph in the security it finds by faith
in thee! No plague shall come nigh my dwelling. In thee | feel
a growing confidence of my everlasting security. Cease then
your pursuits, ye ministers of evil, for my LorD hath shut me
in like Noah in the ark, and housed me from your malice; and
I am persuaded through his grace keeping me, that neither
life nor death, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things
present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any
other creature, shall separate me from the love of Gob, which
is in CHRIST JESUS our LORD.

CHAPTER 20

CONTENTS

This chapter relates to the military government of Israel
among those who were more immediately appointed to fight
the LORD'S battles. Here are directions for their conduct,
inspiring them with courage and making provision for those
whose hearts failed them. While this chapter may be read
with much profit, if considered with an eye to our spiritual
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foes in the cause of Gobp, soldiers, and those whose
profession in arms calls them to warfare, may derive under
the HoLy GHoST's teaching, much to animate them in their
confiicts, while fighting under the captain of their salvation,
CHRIST JESUS.

DEuUTERONOMY 20:1

When thou goest out to battle against thine enemies, and seest
horses, and chariots, and a people more than thou, be not afraid
of them: for the LORD thy God /s with thee, which brought thee
up out of the land of Egypt.

Observe the two great arguments made use of in this verse to
give confidence to the people, the presence of their Gop and
the past experience the people had had of his power,
exercised towards them in their deliverance from Egypt. Let
the Reader consider this in a spiritual sense, and beg for
grace to make use of it in all the circumstances of his warfare.
If I have Jesus with me that's all | need, and if | can look back
and behold his deliverance in past extremities, that becomes a
sure pledge for all future occasions. See that sweet scripture:
Isaiah 33:20-2 2 .

DEUTERONOMY 20:2-4

And it shall be, when ye are come nigh unto the battle, that the
priest shall approach and speak unto the people, (3) And shall say
unto them, Hear, O lIsrael, ye approach this day unto battle
against your enemies: let not your hearts faint, fear not, and do
not tremble, neither be ye terrified because of them; (4) For the
LORD your God /s he that goeth with you, to fight for you against
your enemies, to save you.

There appears a great propriety in the appointment of Gob's
priests to encourage Gob's people. They who are supposed to
be most frequent at a throne of grace may be supposed to
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know most of the mind of the LorRD. And are not ministers
peculiarly called upon amidst the spiritual army of the LORD
JEsus, to be always forward in animating the faithful soldiers
of JEsus, to be strong in the LorD and in the power of his
might. Reader! do you not look beyond both ministers and
people to contemplate Jesus in all this, as the great High
Priest of our profession, going on before, conquering and to
conquer, and calling upon his holy army to follow him to
glory? Hebrews 12:1, 2.

DeEuTERONOMY 20:5-9

And the officers shall speak unto the people, saying, What man /s
there that hath built a new house, and hath not dedicated it? let
him go and return to his house, lest he die in the battle, and
another man dedicate it. (6) And what man /s Ae that hath planted
a vineyard, and hath not yet eaten of it? let him also go and
return unto his house, lest he die in the battle, and another man
eat of it. (7) And what man /s there that hath betrothed a wife,
and hath not taken her? let him go and return unto his house, lest
he die in the battle, and another man take her. (8) And the
officers shall speak further unto the people, and they shall say,
What man /s there that is fearful and fainthearted? let him go and
return unto his house, lest his brethren’s heart faint as well as his
heart. (9) And it shall be, when the officers have made an end of
speaking unto the people, that they shall make captains of the
armies to lead the people.

The cases here stated of exception, to disqualify from war,
seem to have been intended in great mercy, that men of timid
minds might find excuse from war, and yet not incur the
reproach of their brethren. But is there not a spiritual sense
veiled under it? We cannot follow Jesus in the regeneration to
the holy war, unless we deny self in every point of view, and
take up his cross. See that Scripture of the LorD’s own words
upon this subject: Luke 14:25-27.
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DeuTERONOMY 20:10-12

When thou comest nigh unto a city to fight against it, then
proclaim peace unto it. (11) And it shall be, if it make thee answer
of peace, and open unto thee, then it shall be, that all the people
that is found therein shall be tributaries unto thee, and they shall
serve thee. (12) And if it will make no peace with thee, but will
make war against thee, then thou shalt besiege it:

Observe the grace of GobD beautifully set forth in the
proclamation made to sinners, in the gospel of salvation. If
sinners will throw down their arms and receive the LORD JESUS
all shall be well. It is only the incorrigible and contumacious
on whom ruin will fall. How ought the ministers of JEsus to be
unceasingly employed as his ambassadors, in beseeching
sinners to be reconciled, and to be at peace with Gop? 2
Corinthians 5:20.

DEUTERONOMY 20:13-15

And when the LORD thy God hath delivered it into thine hands,
thou shalt smite every male thereof with the edge of the sword:
(14) But the women, and the little ones, and the cattle, and all
that is in the city, even all the spoil thereof, shalt thou take unto
thyself; and thou shalt eat the spoil of thine enemies, which the
LORD thy God hath given thee. (15) Thus shalt thou do unto all
the cities which are very far off from thee, which are not of the
cities of these nations.

Is not this total destruction of the enemies of the church, a
lively emblem of the everlasting overthrow of the ungodly in
the day of Gob's vengeance? 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9.

DEUTERONOMY 20:16-18

But of the cities of these people, which the LORD thy God doth
give thee for an inheritance, thou shalt save alive nothing that
breatheth: (17) But thou shalt utterly destroy them; namely, the
Hittites, and the Amorites, the Canaanites, and the Perizzites, the
Hivites, and the Jebusites; as the LORD thy God hath commanded
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thee: (18) That they teach you not to do after all their
abominations, which they have done unto their gods; so should ye
sin against the LORD your God.

The nations here excepted from mercy, are evidently types of
the open and determined foes of the church of Jesus. There
can be no coalition, no agreement between CHrIST and Belial.
The seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent have an
everlasting war. LorD! grant that under the supposed idea of
mercy, | may never fancy myself more charitable than my
Gob, and thus be found cherishing in my bosom the sworn
foes to Gop and his CHRIST. Reader! is there not another in-
struction of a spiritual nature to be gathered from this
passage? Instead of looking wholly without to the enemies of
Jesus for the destruction of the Canaanites, may not you and |
look within, and behold in the lusts of our nature both the
foes of Gop and of our own souls also? And shall you and |
give quarter to these deadly enemies of our peace, and which
have nailed Jesus to the cross? Shall we wish to save any alive
of this kind that breatheth? Oh my Gob! root them out and
utterly destroy them, and do then reign alone in my heart, the
LorD of every passion.

DeuTERONOMY 20:19-20

When thou shalt besiege a city a long time, in making war against
it to take it, thou shalt not destroy the trees thereof by forcing an
axe against them: for thou mayest eat of them, and thou shalt not
cut them down (for the tree of the field /s man’s /ife) to employ
them in the siege: (20) Only the trees which thou knowest that
they be not trees for meat, thou shalt destroy and cut them down;
and thou shalt build bulwarks against the city that maketh war
with thee, until it be subdued.

There seems much mercy in this precept, and it is not
confined we may suppose to trees only, but of a general
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tendency, in war to preserve all that can be consistently done,
that there may be no waste of any of the good things of
GoD’s providence. It is one of the distinguishing characters of
the gospel church, that neither violence nor destruction shall
be heard within her borders: Isaiah 60:18.

REFLECTIONS

READER! let us not shut the book after the perusal of this
Chapter, without first looking up for grace to bless the LORD
for our happy lot, in being brought within the peaceable
kingdom of Jesus who hath gone before us, and driven out
the enemies of our salvation before our face. But while we
bless his holy name for the privileges we enjoy as a people, in
the consciousness that in our own hearts enemies are found,
which too often oppose our way in the path of grace; let us
see that we give no truce to those everlasting foes which
wage war against our Gob and against his CHRIST. Yes,
dearest Jesus! | would say, do not | hate them, O LorD, of
every description and character that hate thee, and am not |
grieved with those that rise up against thee? Yea | hate them
with perfect hatred, | count them mine enemies.

Let the military character, and especially the ministers of
JEsus, learn from this chapter where their strength and
confidence is to be found, and in the sure presence of a
gracious covenant Gob in CHRIST, and long experience of his
faithfulness always derive courage to animate themselves and
the holy army of Gob's people in their warfare with the ene-
mies of their salvation. If the LorD of hosts be with us, the
Gop of Jacob will be our refuge.
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CHAPTER 21

CONTENTS

Provision is made in this chapter for various circumstances, of
such things as might arise in the government of Israel. Here
are appointments for the discovery of murder: for the
marriage of captives taken in war: for preserving the birth-
right of inheritance to the eldest son of a wife not beloved:
for the punishment by stoning of a rebellious son. and for the
taking down the bodies of malefactors before sun-set. Such
are the contents of this chapter.

DEUTERONOMY 21:1-4

If one be found slain in the land which the LORD thy God giveth
thee to possess it, lying in the field, and it be not known who hath
slain him: (2) Then thy elders and thy judges shall come forth,
and they shall measure unto the cities which are round about him
that is slain: (3) And it shall be, that the city which is next unto
the slain man, even the elders of that city shall take an heifer,
which hath not been wrought with, and which hath not drawn in
the yoke; (4) And the elders of that city shall bring down the
heifer unto a rough valley, which is neither eared nor sown, and
shall strike off the heifer’s neck there in the valley:

| pause at these verses to remark the particularity of feature
in the beast, which was doomed as a victim on this occasion;
that it must be one which hath not been wrought with. Is not
this typical of him who was doomed to have his blood shed as
expiatory, to do away human offences, both those that are
known and those that are secret? Did not the Son of Gop,
with whom nothing had been wrought of labour or of sin,
come down to the valley of this our world, and was he not
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taken by the elders and rulers of the people, and crucified and
slain?

DEUTERONOMY 21:5-9

And the priests the sons of Levi shall come near; for them the
LORD thy God hath chosen to minister unto him, and to bless in
the name of the LORD; and by their word shall every controversy
and every stroke be tried: (6) And all the elders of that city, that
are next unto the slain man, shall wash their hands over the heifer
that is beheaded in the valley: (7) And they shall answer and say,
Our hands have not shed this blood, neither have our eyes seen /t.
(8) Be merciful, O LORD, unto thy people Israel, whom thou hast
redeemed, and lay not innocent blood unto thy people of Israel's
charge. And the blood shall be forgiven them. (9) So shalt thou
put away the guift of innocent blood from among you, when thou
shalt do that which is right in the sight of the LORD.

Was not this washing over the head of the beast; in allusion
to the same thing as the high priest on the day of atonement?
And in the address to Gob, in which the distinguishing feature
of character, as the Redeemer of his people, is expressly kept
in view; was it not, as all the expressions of the law,
intimating that without shedding of blood there was no
remission? And if so, doth not the Reader behold in all this
JEsus doing away all our murderous sins, by which we have
destroyed ourselves, (though from our blindness like the one
slain in the land, and it be not known by whom), we long
remain unconscious of it. See Leviticus 16:29. and with the
apostle's commentary upon it, Hebrews 9:7-12.

DeEuUTERONOMY 21:10-14

When thou goest forth to war against thine enemies, and the
LORD thy God hath delivered them into thine hands, and thou
hast taken them captive, (11) And seest among the captives a
beautiful woman, and hast a desire unto her, that thou wouldest
have her to thy wife; (12) Then thou shalt bring her home to thine

139



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

house; and she shall shave her head, and pare her nails; (13) And
she shall put the raiment of her captivity from off her, and shall
remain in thine house, and bewail her father and her mother a full
month: and after that thou shalt go in unto her, and be her
husband, and she shall be thy wife. (14) And it shall be, if thou
have no delight in her, then thou shalt let her go whither she will;
but thou shalt not sell her at all for money, thou shalt not make
merchandise of her, because thou hast humbled her.

I pass over the natural history of the things here mentioned,
to attend to the spiritual doctrine which seems to be veiled
under it. And here, methinks, | see the LorD JESus gathering
from the Gentile world a bride for himself, to form one with
the Jewish. Surely we are his right by lawful captivity, for we
were enemies to Gob by wicked works, and if he hath brought
us home to his house, we desire grace to renounce all our
former idolatry, by the marks of paring the nails and shaving
the head, and putting off the old man of our captivity which is
corrupt, and putting on the new man, which after Gop, is
created in righteousness and true holiness. Dearest Jesus! do
thou betroth me to thyself in faithfulness, in loving-kindness,
in judgment, and in mercy! And let me remain in thine house
forever, for thou hatest putting away: so shall the king desire
the beauty of his spouse, for he is thy LorD, (I would say) and
may my soul worship him! Psalm 45:11.

DEUTERONOMY 21:15-17

If a man have two wives, one beloved, and another hated, and
they have born him children, both the beloved and the hated; and
/f the firstborn son be hers that was hated: (16) Then it shall be,
when he maketh his sons to inherit that which he hath, that he
may not make the son of the beloved firstborn before the son of
the hated, which is indeed the firstborn: (17) But he shall
acknowledge the son of the hated for the firstborn, by giving him
a double portion of all that he hath: for he /s the beginning of his
strength; the right of the firstborn /s his.
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There is somewhat beside the moral sense of this passage, of
a spiritual signification connected with it to be understood. As
in the case of the great Father of the Israelites, the LORD
himself was pleased to determine even before the children
were born, that the elder should serve the younger, lest Israel
should be led by caprice to do that which the LorRD in wisdom
was only competent to determine, the LORD passeth it into a
law to prevent all abuses on this ground. But the Reader will
not forget to observe the extent of the precept in this
instance, it reached only to femporal possessions. LORD, let
that be my portion which Paul speaks of: Ephesians 1:3.

DEUTERONOMY 21:18-21

If a man have a stubborn and rebellious son, which will not obey
the voice of his father, or the voice of his mother, and that, when
they have chastened him, will not hearken unto them: (19) Then
shall his father and his mother lay hold on him, and bring him out
unto the elders of his city, and unto the gate of his place; (20)
And they shall say unto the elders of his city, This our son /s
stubborn and rebellious, he will not obey our voice; he /s a
glutton, and a drunkard. (21) And all the men of his city shall
stone him with stones, that he die: so shalt thou put evil away
from among you; and all Israel shall hear, and fear.

It is very worthy observation; how exceedingly jealous the
LorD hath manifested himself for the honor of his law. The
ties of nature were all to give way when the honour of Gob
stood in competition. See Zechariah 13:3.

DEUTERONOMY 21:22-23

And if a man have committed a sin worthy of death, and he be to
be put to death, and thou hang him on a tree: (23) His body shall
not remain all night upon the tree, but thou shalt in any wise bury
him that day; (for he that is hanged /s accursed of God;) that thy
land be not defiled, which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an
inheritance.
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Whether the former observations in this chapter, which I
ventured to make concerning the ever blessed Jesus, be well
founded or not, yet here | presume to speak with more
confidence; for the HoLy GHosT hath graciously taught the
church by the ministry of his servant the apostle, that CHRIST
was made a curse for us, and in him this law had its grand
completion. Precious Jesus! didst thou indeed hang on the
accursed tree, at once a spectacle to heaven and earth, as if
undeserving the notice or regard of either, when in thy
spotless soul thou hadst done no sin, and no guile was found
in thy mouth, and this on purpose that we might be made the
righteousness of GobD in thee! Oh matchless love! Oh
unequalled condescension! LorD! enable me to carry about
with me in my body the dying of the LorD JEsus, and may thy
life, O Jesus, be manifested in my mortal flesh. Galatians
3:13. 2 Corinthians 5:21.

REFLECTIONS

READER! may it be your happiness and mine, while perusing
this chapter, to remark the superiority of the gospel to the
law. Evidently we here see by the provision made for certain
cases to which no outward restraints could reach, how
infinitely transcending that spiritual worship is, to which
believers in Jesus are called, who are not without law to Gop,
but under the law to CHRIST. The law made nothing perfect,
but the bringing in a better hope did, by which we draw nigh
to Gop.

But chiefly, Reader, in the perusal of this Chapter, may you
and | derive grace from the great glorifier of Jesus, to behold
him shadowed forth in those services of the law. Blessed spirit
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of truth! do thou guide our souls into all truth. Say, Holy
Lorb! is it not Jesus whose blood shed in the valley of this
world, opens a source for the discovery of all our soul-
murdering transgressions, by which we destroy ourselves?
And is he not our peace in making peace, for us with our Gopb,
with our consciences, with our neighbours, with the world,
with all things? Is he not the holy Warrior which hath
conquered sin and death, and brought home our souls as
captives to his salvation? Is it not he, who, for the love he
hath to our persons, hath betrothed us to himself forever and
ever? And was he not content to be made a curse for us when
he hung on the tree and sustained the whole pressure of our
sins, that in his righteousness we might be blessed! Hail, holy,
blessed, dearest Jesus! be thou my strength and song, for
thou art become my salvation; my soul doth magnify the
LorD, and my spirit hath rejoiced in Gob my Saviour!

CHAPTER 22
CONTENTS

In this chapter we have certain laws respecting moral
conduct, in the tenderness required to be shown to the brute
creation.: of distinction in apparel: and of the deportment
towards the married and unmarried women, together with
special laws for particular cases.

DEUTERONOMY 22:1-4

Thou shalt not see thy brother’'s ox or his sheep go astray, and
hide thyself from them: thou shalt in any case bring them again
unto thy brother. (2) And if thy brother be not nigh unto thee, or
if thou know him not, then thou shalt bring it unto thine own
house, and it shall be with thee until thy brother seek after it, and
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thou shalt restore it to him again. (3) In like manner shalt thou do
with his ass; and so shalt thou do with his raiment; and with all
lost thing of thy brother’s, which he hath lost, and thou hast
found, shalt thou do likewise: thou mayest not hide thyself. (4)
Thou shalt not see thy brother's ass or his ox fall down by the
way, and hide thyself from them: thou shalt surely help him to lift
them up again.

The law given by Moses carries with it in every precept the
most decisive evidences of its coming from Gob, for the whole
speaks in a language not to be mistaken. But while | beg the
Reader to notice this, | would beg of him also to remark with
me, how Jesus in his commentary on the law of his servant
Moses, carries up the precept to the gospel standard, in his
unequalled manner. Here Moses is enjoined to point out the
mercy to the brethren of Israel and their cattle. 7here, the
LoRD JESUS points out the mercy he would have shown to our
enemies. See Matthew 5:43-48.

DEUTERONOMY 22:5

The woman shall not wear that which pertaineth unto a man,
neither shall a man put on a woman’s garment: for all that do so
are abomination unto the LORD thy God.

Probably this precept was meant to distinguish Gob's people
from their idolatrous neighbours, among whom, and probably
for the gratification of their lusts, the distinction of the sex in
their dress was not preserved. And it is possible, it might have
a further object of a religious and spiritual nature. The apostle
seems to have the same idea in view, when he speaks of the
different dresses of the sexes in his Epistle to the Corinthians.
1 Corinthians 11:12, 13.

DEUTERONOMY 22:6-7
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If a bird’s nest chance to be before thee in the way in any tree, or
on the ground, whether they be young ones, or eggs, and the
dam sitting upon the young, or upon the eggs, thou shalt not take
the dam with the young: (7) But thou shalt in any wise let the
dam go, and take the young to thee; that it may be well with
thee, and that thou mayest prolong thy days.

All 1 would desire the Reader to remark with me upon this
precept is this, that if a gracious Gop judged it proper, to give
such a demonstration of his mercy, over all his works, so as
to issue a precept to his people to be merciful; what an
argument is this for believers in JEsus to repose themselves
with full confidence on a Gob so gracious and merciful. Doth
Gob take care for oxen? saith the apostle: or to use an higher
authority; If Gob so clothe the grass of the field, which to day
is, and tomorrow is cast into the oven, how much more shall
he not clothe you, O ye of little faith! Matthew 6:30.

DEUTERONOMY 22:8

When thou buildest a new house, then thou shalt make a
battlement for thy roof, that thou bring not blood upon thine
house, if any man fall from thence.

So sacred in the sight of Gob was the shedding of blood. No
doubt, in all these precepts, the grand object was, to keep in
view the blood of atonement by the LORD JESUS.

DEUTERONOMY 22:9-12

Thou shalt not sow thy vineyard with divers seeds: lest the fruit of
thy seed which thou hast sown, and the fruit of thy vineyard, be
defiled. (10) Thou shalt not plow with an ox and an ass together.
(12) Thou shalt not wear a garment of divers sorts, as of woollen
and linen together. (12) Thou shalt make thee fringes upon the
four quarters of thy vesture, wherewith thou coverest thyself.
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Similar commands we meet with in Leviticus 19:19. Certainly
there must have been somewhat of a spiritual meaning
couched under these things; and what more likely to be
intended by it, than that the heart should not be sown with
diverse doctrine's: that the man who plows spiritually, should
not mingle anything idolatrous with the true worship of the
Gob of Israel: and put not on the woollen garment of his own
poor righteousness, with the linen robe of Gob's
righteousness. Precious Jesus! do | not see in this, a clear
reference that the Souls of thy people, may never mingle
ought of their own, with the perfect and complete robe of thy
salvation; which, like the garment that covered thy sacred
body in the days of thy flesh, was without seam, wove from
the top throughout. John 19:23. And LoRD, far be it from me,
to make fringes to thy vesture, or fancy my poor offerings can
add to thy complete glory, in the great work of salvation! 1
Corinthians 3:11-13.

DEUTERONOMY 22:13-21

If any man take a wife, and go in unto her, and hate her, (14)
And give occasions of speech against her, and bring up an evil
name upon her, and say, | took this woman, and when | came to
her, I found her not a maid: (15) Then shall the father of the
damsel, and her mother, take and bring forth the tokens of the
damsel’s virginity unto the elders of the city in the gate: (16) And
the damsel’s father shall say unto the elders, | gave my daughter
unto this man to wife, and he hateth her; (17) And, lo, he hath
given occasions of speech against her, saying, | found not thy
daughter a maid; and yet these are the tokens of my daughter’s
virginity. And they shall spread the cloth before the elders of the
city. (18) And the elders of that city shall take that man and
chastise him; (19) And they shall amerce him in an hundred
shekels of silver, and give them unto the father of the damsel,
because he hath brought up an evil name upon a virgin of Israel:
and she shall be his wife; he may not put her away all his days.
(20) But if this thing be true, and the tokens of virginity be not
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found for the damsel: (21) Then they shall bring out the damsel to
the door of her father’s house, and the men of her city shall stone
her with stones that she die: because she hath wrought folly in
Israel, to play the whore in her father's house: so shalt thou put
evil away from among you.

It is interesting to behold, how great provision the LORD was
pleased to make, in order that the Israel of Gob, should be as
distinguished among the unclean nations around them, as the
LorD had distinguished them from others by his grace. And if
we consider the perpetual tenderness which the LORD
manifested towards them, to keep them from spiritual
fornication, we shall only be led to honour yet more the jea-
lousy of Gob over his people. Hosea 3:3.

DEUTERONOMY 22:22-30

If a man be found lying with a woman married to an husband,
then they shall both of them die, bot/ the man that lay with the
woman, and the woman: so shalt thou put away evil from Israel.
(23) If a damsel that is a virgin be betrothed unto an husband,
and a man find her in the city, and lie with her; (24) Then ye shall
bring them both out unto the gate of that city, and ye shall stone
them with stones that they die; the damsel, because she cried
not, being in the city; and the man, because he hath humbled his
neighbour’'s wife: so thou shalt put away evil from among you.
(25) But if a man find a betrothed damsel in the field, and the
man force her, and lie with her: then the man only that lay with
her shall die: (26) But unto the damsel thou shalt do nothing;
there /s in the damsel no sin worthy of death: for as when a man
riseth against his neighbour, and slayeth him, even so /s this
matter: (27) For he found her in the field, and the betrothed
damsel cried, and there was none to save her. (28) If a man find
a damsel that /s a virgin, which is not betrothed, and lay hold on
her, and lie with her, and they be found; (29) Then the man that
lay with her shall give unto the damsel's father fifty shekels of
silver, and she shall be his wife; because he hath humbled her, he
may not put her away all his days. (30) A man shall not take his
father’s wife, nor discover his father’s skirt.
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Some of the laws in this book of Leviticus, were before given:
Leviticus 20:10. The repetition in this place, only serves to
intimate their importance. And it is a very solemn
consideration, equally important to be regarded under the
New Testament as under the Old, that while marriage is
honourable in all, and the bed undefiled, whoremongers and
adulterers Gob will judge. Hebrews 13:4.

REFLECTIONS

HoLy SpIrIT of truth! enable me to see the precious designs of
thy blessed will, in the compassion thou hast manifested by
those precepts of tenderness, by which thy people are to
show their affection to their brethren, in their regard to
whatever is theirs. And as the one great character by which
they are known, is, that they dwell alone, and are not
reckoned among the nations: may | never mingle anything
with the garment of Jesus’'s righteousness, but be found
wholly the LorD’s, both, towards him and all that are in the
world. LorD, keep my soul chaste and inviolable to thee, and
spotless among men. Oh! preserve me blameless to the day
of thy coming, and may | walk in love, as CHRIST also hath
loved me and given himself for me, an offering and a sacrifice
to Gob, for a sweet smelling savour: but fornication and all
uncleanness, let it not be once named, as becometh a saint of
Jesus; and may the peace of Gob, rule in my heart, to the
which I am also called, and be thankful.

CHAPTER 23

CONTENTS

148



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

This chapter is but a continuation of the same subject as in
the former. Here are certain laws for the preservation of
Israel, as an holy people to the LoORD, without blemish and
without imperfection, laws, also, for the keeping in purity the
camp, and the persons of LORD'S people; against whoredom,
usury, the breach of vows, and encroachments on another’s

property.

DEUTERONOMY 23:1-6

He that is wounded in the stones, or hath his privy member cut
off, shall not enter into the congregation of the LORD. (2) A
bastard shall not enter into the congregation of the LORD; even to
his tenth generation shall he not enter into the congregation of
the LORD. (3) An Ammonite or Moabite shall not enter into the
congregation of the LORD; even to their tenth generation shall
they not enter into the congregation of the LORD for ever: (4)
Because they met you not with bread and with water in the way,
when ye came forth out of Egypt; and because they hired against
thee Balaam the son of Beor of Pethor of Mesopotamia, to curse
thee. (5) Nevertheless the LORD thy God would not hearken unto
Balaam; but the LORD thy God turned the curse into a blessing
unto thee, because the LORD thy God loved thee. (6) Thou shalt
not seek their peace nor their prosperity all thy days for ever.

The disqualification to the privileges of Gob's people, is
expressed by these marks, which imply defect. Who shall say,
except the great searcher of hearts, what are the causes of
prevention, to unite souls really and spiritually to the
congregation of the LorD. And, perhaps, as the prospect of
the holy seed in the person of the Messiah, was the great
object unto which all Israel looked forward, with the hope
that it might be in their household and family; the LorD was
pleased, by this precept, to manifest how important a matter
it was, that there should be no intercourse by marriages with
the idolatrous neighbours around them. In after ages we find

149



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

the breach of this precept deeply lamented by the fathers;
see Nehemiah 13:1-3, 23-25.

DEUTERONOMY 23:7-8

Thou shalt not abhor an Edomite; for he /s thy brother: thou shalt
not abhor an Egyptian; because thou wast a stranger in his land.
(8) The children that are begotten of them shall enter into the
congregation of the LORD in their third generation.

It is remarkable from the first, in the instances of the fathers
of both houses, Jacob as the head of Israel, and his brother
Esau as the head of Edom, how the LorD drew the line of
separation: see Malachi 1:2-4.

DEUTERONOMY 23:9
When the host goeth forth against thine enemies, then keep thee
from every wicked thing.

The precept here is comprehensive, and includes all; it is from
every wicked thing.

DeEuTERONOMY 23:10-14

If there be among you any man, that is not clean by reason of
uncleanness that chanceth him by night, then shall he go abroad
out of the camp, he shall not come within the camp: (11) But it
shall be, when evening cometh on, he shall wash Aimself with
water: and when the sun is down, he shall come into the camp
again. (12) Thou shalt have a place also without the camp,
whither thou shalt go forth abroad: (13) And thou shalt have a
paddle upon thy weapon; and it shall be, when thou wilt ease
thyself abroad, thou shalt dig therewith, and shalt turn back and
cover that which cometh from thee: (14) For the LORD thy God
walketh in the midst of thy camp, to deliver thee, and to give up
thine enemies before thee; therefore shall thy camp be holy: that
he see no unclean thing in thee, and turn away from thee.
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The precept becomes more particular. But it hath a reference
to uncleanness of every kind. The sanctity of the camp
evidently arose from the divine presence. The apostle makes
a very beautiful observation upon it, when describing the
absolute necessity of our LORD’s sanctifying the people, when
he says, that he suffered without the gate. Hebrews 13:11-
13.

DEUTERONOMY 23:15-16

Thou shalt not deliver unto his master the servant which is
escaped from his master unto thee: (16) He shall dwell with thee,
even among you, in that place which he shall choose in one of thy
gates, where it liketh him best: thou shalt not oppress him.

Wherefore was this merciful precept introduced here, but to
show us, that as the land of Israel was like a city of refuge,
none who took shelter in it, should be dragged thence. And is
not this spiritual? If you and | have taken shelter from the
service of the hard masters we once served, Sin and Satan,
and are come to Jesus and the promised land; We must not
be given up to our former captivity. If the Son of Gob hath
made us free, we shall be free indeed. John 8:36.

DEUTERONOMY 23:17
There shall be no whore of the daughters of Israel, nor a sodomite
of the sons of Israel.

Is not the same said with respect to spiritual Israel now?
Revelation 22:15. 1 Corinthians 6:9, 10.

DEUTERONOMY 23:18

Thou shalt not bring the hire of a whore, or the price of a dog,
into the house of the LORD thy God for any vow: for even both
these are abomination unto the LORD thy God.
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The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD.
Proverbs 15:8. And the LoRrRD declares, that he hates robbery
for burnt-offering. Isaiah 61:8.

DEUTERONOMY 23:19
Thou shalt not lend upon usury to thy brother; usury of money,
usury of victuals, usury of any thing that is lent upon usury:

As an Israelite received his inheritance from Gob it was not
alienable. Herein we have a type of the promised inheritance
in JEsus. Blessed be Gobp! this is not forfeitable. I may be
poor; | may be in want; | may be compelled to borrow; but
my new birth-right in the Redeemer is not mine to sell.

DEUTERONOMY 23:20

Unto a stranger thou mayest lend upon usury; but unto thy
brother thou shalt not lend upon usury: that the LORD thy God
may bless thee in all that thou settest thine hand to in the land
whither thou goest to possess it.

The stranger is here introduced in similar circumstances, to
show the line of distinguishing grace.

DEUTERONOMY 23:21-23

When thou shalt vow a vow unto the LORD thy God, thou shalt
not slack to pay it: for the LORD thy God will surely require it of
thee; and it would be sin in thee. (22) But if thou shalt forbear to
vow, it shall be no sin in thee. (23) That which is gone out of thy
lips thou shalt keep and perform; even a freewill offering,
according as thou hast vowed unto the LORD thy God, which thou
hast promised with thy mouth.

The LoRD’s people were not obliged to vows; but they were
obliged, when they had at anytime made them, to their
faithful observance. Ecclesiastes 5:2. 4.
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DEUTERONOMY 23:24-25

When thou comest into thy neighbour’'s vineyard, then thou
mayest eat grapes thy fill at thine own pleasure; but thou shalt
not put any in thy vessel. (25) When thou comest into the
standing corn of thy neighbour, then thou mayest pluck the ears
with thine hand; but thou shalt not move a sickle unto thy
neighbour’s standing corn.

Did not the LoRrD, by these precepts of freedom, and liberty to
partake of the fruits of the vine and of the field one among
another, not only teach the brotherly love and affection, by
which his people should be known and distinguished: but was
it not intended also, to show that our blessings are common
blessings, for all freely to partake in the LORD JESus? The
disciples were not reproved in the days of our LORD’s flesh, for
eating of the ears of corn, as they walked through the fields,
but because it was done on the LorD's day. Matthew 12:2.

REFLECTIONS

MY soul! While thou beholdest the many disqualifications, by
which men are kept off from the congregation of the LORD’s
people, think of thy privileges, and bless Gob that thou art
neither an Ammonite nor an Edomite, though a Gentile, and
not of the original stock of Israel; and yet permitted to come
into the congregation by the new and living way, opened for
sinners in the blood and righteousness of Jesus. LORD! give
me grace that | may not associate with the unfruitful works of
darkness, but rather reprove them; and may | be always
found cleansed from all my pollutions in the blood of JEsus.
Dear LorD! | thank thee, that when by thy HoLy SpiriT, | was
enabled to flee to thee, from the rigorous and hard service of
Satan; thou hast not given me back again into his power, but
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hast graciously promised that sin shall not have dominion
over me, for I am no longer under the law, as a covenant of
works, but under grace. May | not hope, blessed Jesus, that
as sin hath reigned unto death, so shall grace reign, through
righteousness, unto eternal life, by JEsus CHRIST our LORD?

CHAPTER 24

CONTENTS

The Chapter before us is a continuation of certain laws,
appointed to be observed in certain cases. Here are directions
concerning divorces, of the permission, for the newly married
to refrain from war; concerning pledges; men-stealers,
leprosy; hire of wages, of justice, and of charity.

DEUTERONOMY 24:1-4

When a man hath taken a wife, and married her, and it come to
pass that she find no favour in his eyes, because he hath found
some uncleanness in her: then let him write her a bill of
divorcement, and give /¢ in her hand, and send her out of his
house. (2) And when she is departed out of his house, she may go
and be another man’s wife. (3) And /fthe latter husband hate her,
and write her a bill of divorcement, and giveth /¢ in her hand, and
sendeth her out of his house; or if the latter husband die, which
took her fo be his wife; (4) Her former husband, which sent her
away, may not take her again to be his wife, after that she is
defiled; for that /s abomination before the LORD: and thou shalt
not cause the land to sin, which the LORD thy God giveth thee for
an inheritance.

Our blessed LorD’s comment upon this law throws a full light
upon the subject of divorces in general. The permission of
such acts, carries with it the evidence of the hardness of the
human heart. Matthew 19:8. But what a precious thought is it
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to the true believer in Jesus, that his union with him admits of
no divorce. No, not even our backsliding, for he saith himself,
I have betrothed thee to me forever. And though thou hast
played the harlot with many lovers, yet return again unto me,
saith the LorD, Jeremiah 3:1. Hosea 2:19.

DEUTERONOMY 24:5

When a man hath taken a new wife, he shall not go out to war,
neither shall he be charged with any business: but he shall be free
at home one year, and shall cheer up his wife which he hath
taken.

This precept very properly follows the one respecting
divorces. Absence from the object we love begets coolness;
and it would be well to be considered by the married, whether
much of the infidelity we hear of in common life, doth not
begin in this. But whether this be so or not; well I know that
the absence of my affections, from the LorD my husband, and
the earthly concerns, which so much carry away my soul from
frequent communion with Jesus, are the sad causes why my
unworthy and unfaithful heart, is living so far from him. Oh!
for more constant enjoyment of thy presence, dearest
Redeemer!

DEUTERONOMY 24:6
No man shall take the nether or the upper millstone to pledge: for
he taketh a mans life to pledge.

This precept had much of mercy in it, because the nether, or
upper mill-stone, was daily needed to grind the borrower's
food. But, do | not see here a fence thrown up, to secure to a
believer, his inheritance both in the upper and the nether
springs of all our mercies in Jesus? Reader, depend upon it, if
JEsus be your portion, or as this verse expresseth it, your /e,
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you cannot pledge him, neither can any take him from you.
Sweet thought! in all our wants, in all our poverty, bor-
rowings, and distresses, though the creditor be come to take
our two sources of comfort from us, in the upper and the
nether springs of JEsus’s love; the vessels of grace shall be
filled, and we shall have enough and to spare. See that sweet
scripture, and read the spiritual illustration of it in proof, 2
Kings 4:1-7.

DEUTERONOMY 24:7

If a man be found stealing any of his brethren of the children of
Israel, and maketh merchandise of him, or selleth him; then that
thief shall die; and thou shalt put evil away from among you.

Beside the cruelty to the body, in selling a child or youth from
his friends, there was yet greater cruelty to the soul, in
causing an Israelite to be sent out of his land, whereby he
was in danger of going after other gods. This was what David
so much condemned in Saul's conduct towards him: See 1
Samuel 26:19.

DEUTERONOMY 24:8-9

Take heed in the plague of leprosy, that thou observe diligently,
and do according to all that the priests the Levites shall teach you:
as | commanded them, so ye shall observe to do. (9) Remember
what the LORD thy God did unto Miriam by the way, after that ye
were come forth out of Egypt.

Leprosy was disease of so singular a nature, and to be treated
so differently from all others, that we cannot hesitate to
conclude, what both Jewish and Christian writers indeed have
all agreed in; that it had a reference to somewhat of a
spiritual allusion. The priest, and not the physician, was to be
consulted upon it. All the laws concerning it, were of a
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religious kind. Seen therefore with an allusion to the sin of the
soul, how apt a representation were all the appointments
concerning it, which pointed to the atonement by blood, as
the only cure. 1 John 1:7. The case of Miriam is very striking
in point. See Numbers 12:10.

DEUTERONOMY 24:10-13

When thou dost lend thy brother any thing, thou shalt not go into
his house to fetch his pledge. (11) Thou shalt stand abroad, and
the man to whom thou dost lend shall bring out the pledge abroad
unto thee. (12) And if the man be poor, thou shalt not sleep with
his pledge: (13) In any case thou shalt deliver him the pledge
again when the sun goeth down, that he may sleep in his own
raiment, and bless thee: and it shall be righteousness unto thee
before the LORD thy God.

These directions concerning poor debtors, show the mercy of
the LorD. Without going into all the minute circumstances of
the case, respecting our insolvency towards Gobp, | would ask
the Reader; whether he doth not discern some very
interesting points, which show us our mercies in JEsus. Yes!
Reader, however poor, however insolvent, however obliged to
give our pledge by day, all the people of JEsus sleep in the
sure covering of the LorD's righteousness. It may serve to
teach us also, how much these creditors resemble the great
and Almighty Creditor, who are blessed in their kind and
compassionate remembrance of their poorer brethren. 1 John
3:14.

DEUTERONOMY 24:14-15

Thou shalt not oppress an hired servant that /s poor and needy,
whether he be of thy brethren, or of thy strangers that are in thy
land within thy gates: (15) At his day thou shalt give Aim his hire,
neither shall the sun go down upon it; for he /s poor, and setteth
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his heart upon it: lest he cry against thee unto the LORD, and it
be sin unto thee.

The justice, to say nothing of the mercy, of this precept, is
too obvious. The LorD grant, that no cry of my poor brother,
or of a stranger, may ever go up to my GoD against me.
Reader! think only what a discordant thing it would be, if
while you are sending up a prayer for mercy, another should
be sending up a prayer for justice upon your head. Read that
scripture: James 5:4.

DEUTERONOMY 24:16

The fathers shall not be put to death for the children, neither shall
the children be put to death for the fathers: every man shall be
put to death for his own sin.

The LorD hath reserved to himself This privilege, of punishing
the sin of the fathers upon the children, but he hath no where
given this authority to others. Exodus 20:5.

DEUTERONOMY 24:17-18

Thou shalt not pervert the judgment of the stranger, nor of the
fatherless; nor take a widow’s raiment to pledge: (18) But thou
shalt remember that thou wast a bondman in Egypt, and the
LORD thy God redeemed thee thence: therefore | command thee
to do this thing.

The consciousness of our past ruined state, when in the
awakened condition of a poor sinner, a stranger to Gop and
to CHRIST, is the best of all possible arguments, to induce
compassion to the souls of the unawakened. Oh! that the
Reader, if the LorD hath in mercy called him out of darkness
and the shadow of death, may feel somewhat of the
Psalmist's spirit: Psalm 66:16.
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DEUTERONOMY 24:19-22

When thou cuttest down thine harvest in thy field, and hast forgot
a sheaf in the field, thou shalt not go again to fetch it: it shall be
for the stranger, for the fatherless, and for the widow: that the
LORD thy God may bless thee in all the work of thine hands. (20)
When thou beatest thine olive tree, thou shalt not go over the
boughs again: it shall be for the stranger, for the fatherless, and
for the widow. (21) When thou gatherest the grapes of thy
vineyard, thou shalt not glean /t afterward: it shall be for the
stranger, for the fatherless, and for the widow. (22) And thou
shalt remember that thou wast a bondman in the land of Egypt:
therefore I command thee to do this thing.

All these are additional arguments, to manifest the tender
mercies of the LOrRD. We have a beautiful example, of
obedience to these precepts in the instance of Boaz. And, as
in that instance, we have a lively type of the ever-blessed
Jesus, | hope the Reader will not fail to consult it in this place
and meditate upon it. Ruth 2:15, 16. And are we not
strangers, when we glean in the scriptures of Jesus? LORD, do
thou command thy servants to let fall handfuls purposely for
us, and give us to glean even among the sheaves.

REFLECTIONS

I BESEECH my Gob and Saviour, that he will enlighten the
eyes of my understanding, that in reading those precepts of
his holy law, I may be led to view somewhat either leading to
JESUS, or pointing to him, in every one. If, dearest LORD, thou
hast betrothed me to thyself, thou wilt not give me a writing
of divorcement, though | am altogether unworthy of thy love,
for thou hatest putting away, and thou hast said | shall be
thine forever. LORD, give me grace to imitate thy tenderness,
and in all my concerns with my poorer brother, forget not that
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thou hast condescended to call me thy brother; and even to
strangers, may | never forget, that when in the bondage of
sin and corruption, thou didst seek me out and free me, | was
a stranger in the land of Egypt. Oh! for grace to manifest my
love to thee, in the remembrance of all thine afflicted, tried,
and distressed family. The LorD Jesus help me by his sweet
constraining love, to do by others as he hath done by me;
and to put on, as the elect of Gob, bowels of mercy, kindness,
humbleness of mind, meekness, long-suffering: that it may be
manifest to my own heart, and to all with whom | have to do,
that the same mind is in me, which was also in CHRIST JESUS.

CHAPTER 25

CONTENTS

The subject in this Chapter is similar to the former. Here are
laws of direction, for the punishment of evil-doers. respecting
the ox in his labour: the disgrace of him that refuseth to build
up his brother's name: the punishment of the immodest
woman. laws respecting weights and measures. a precept for
the blotting out the memory of Amalek.

DEUTERONOMY 25:1-3

If there be a controversy between men, and they come unto
judgment, that t/e judges may judge them; then they shall justify
the righteous, and condemn the wicked. (2) And it shall be, if the
wicked man be worthy to be beaten, that the judge shall cause
him to lie down, and to be beaten before his face, according to his
fault, by a certain number. (3) Forty stripes he may give him, and
not exceed: lest, /f he should exceed, and beat him above these
with many stripes, then thy brother should seem vile unto thee.
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No doubt in all instances, strict examination took place before
punishment. The limitation of the number of stripes prevented
the effects of rigour. The Jews have a tradition, that while the
stripes were laying on, the judge of the court read those
words of scripture; Deuteronomy 28:58, 59, and
Deuteronomy 29:9. And in after ages, Psalm 78:38. The
apostle Paul tells us, that he suffered this punishment to the
extreme point five times. 2 Corinthians 11:24. But what saith
another apostle on the subject; 1 Peter 4:13, 14.

DEUTERONOMY 25:4
Thou shalt not muzzle the ox when he treadeth out the corn.

Paul hath given the best comment upon this passage. 1
Corinthians 9:9, 10.

DEUTERONOMY 25:5-10

If brethren dwell together, and one of them die, and have no
child, the wife of the dead shall not marry without unto a
stranger: her husband’s brother shall go in unto her, and take her
to him to wife, and perform the duty of an husband’s brother unto
her. (6) And it shall be, that the firstborn which she beareth shall
succeed in the name of his brother which is dead, that his name
be not put out of Israel. (7) And if the man like not to take his
brother's wife, then let his brother’s wife go up to the gate unto
the elders, and say, My husband’s brother refuseth to raise up
unto his brother a name in Israel, he will not perform the duty of
my husband’s brother. (8) Then the elders of his city shall call
him, and speak unto him: and /fhe stand fo /t, and say, | like not
to take her; (9) Then shall his brother’'s wife come unto him in the
presence of the elders, and loose his shoe from off his foot, and
spit in his face, and shall answer and say, So shall it be done unto
that man that will not build up his brother's house. (10) And his
name shall be called in Israel, The house of him that hath his shoe
loosed.
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I venture to think that this precept had in it somewhat more,
than merely what is contained in the obvious letter of it. If it
be remembered, that the promise of the woman's seed,
bruising the serpent's head, had not in those early ages been
so clearly and fully revealed, in what stock or tribe the
promised seed should spring, this will serve to show, why it
was that the whole nation of the Jews were so very anxious
to have children. And, therefore, the preserving the name in
Israel was principally with this view. But if we turn to the
example of Boaz, in the case of Ruth, where this precept was
fully carried into effect, and read what the HoLy GHOST hath
been pleased to record concerning this thing: and if we do not
forget, at the same time, that Boaz after the flesh, was a
progenitor of the LORD Jesus CHRIST; the subject will then
open to our view in all its glory. See Ruth 3:9, to the end, and
chap. 4 throughout. Blessed Jesus! thou art indeed our near
kinsman, our Gob-Redeemer! and thou hast not only married
our nature, but hast redeemed our mortgaged inheritance,
when all other brethren were incompetent to do it.

DEUTERONOMY 25:11-12

When men strive together one with another, and the wife of the
one draweth near for to deliver her husband out of the hand of
him that smiteth him, and putteth forth her hand, and taketh him
by the secrets: (12) Then thou shalt cut off her hand, thine eye
shall not pity Aer.

For the honor of women, we should hope this precept was
seldom violated, or the punishment made necessary.

DEUTERONOMY 25:13-16

Thou shalt not have in thy bag divers weights, a great and a
small. (14) Thou shalt not have in thine house divers measures, a
great and a small. (15) But thou shalt have a perfect and just
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weight, a perfect and just measure shalt thou have: that thy days
may be lengthened in the land which the LORD thy God giveth
thee. (16) For all that do such things, and all that do
unrighteously, are an abomination unto the LORD thy God.

It were much to be wished that these precepts were kept in
view by all persons concerned in trade.

DEUTERONOMY 25:17-19

Remember what Amalek did unto thee by the way, when ye were
come forth out of Egypt; (18) How he met thee by the way, and
smote the hindmost of thee, even all that were feeble behind
thee, when thou wast faint and weary; and he feared not God.
(19) Therefore it shall be, when the LORD thy God hath given
thee rest from all thine enemies round about, in the land which
the LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance to possess it,
that thou shalt blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under
heaven; thou shalt not forget /.

This short account of Amalek, and the punishment of that
people, comes in very properly upon the close of the
foregoing precepts; for it was both a just weight and just
measure, that Israel should requite Amalek, for his conduct
towards them on their first coming out of Egypt. Exodus
17:14-16. It is worthy remark, how Saul offended the LorD, at
least four hundred years after this appointment, in not fully
following up the precept: see 1 Samuel 15:2-9. But, | would
have the Reader look a little further, than to the mere history
of Amalek, and view in it somewhat typical of Gob's people, in
their conflicts with the enemies of their salvation, in all ages.
Amalek, represents all those foes of our souls, which oppose
us as Amalek did Israel, the moment Gop is bringing us out of
spiritual Egypt. Hence Reader! behold the propriety of utterly
destroying them from under heaven. LorD! | would say,
enable me to slay all my lusts, all the corruptions both within
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and without; all the powers of darkness, and of the world,
which oppose my way to thee, thou blessed Jesus!

REFLECTIONS

I DESIRE grace to bless my compassionate Gob, that my
stripes have fallen far short of my sins, and | may truly say to
my soul with one of old, Know, therefore, that Gop hath
exacted of thee less than thy iniquity deserved. It is thou,
dearest Jesus, who hath been wounded for my transgressions,
and bruised for my iniquities; the chastisement of my peace
was upon thee, and with thy stripes | have been healed.
Lorp! grant me the teachings of thine HoLy SpIRrIT, that in all
thy dealings with men, | may bring no reproach upon thy
cause, nor have divers weights and divers measures, but a
just balance, which is thy delight. And for all the Amalekites
and enemies of my salvation. LORD! endue me with strength
and holy resolution, that mine eye may not spare, however
delicately they may seem, but by the arm of my Gob, may |
hew them in pieces before the LorD my Saviour.

CHAPTER 26

CONTENTS

As the man of Gob /s drawing to a conclusion on the subject
of laws, in this chapter he points out the form of words to be
used in offering the basket of first-fruits; and the prayer with
which the offering is to be brought,; and then follows up both,
with reminding the people once more, in whose name and
authority he had acted, in the delivery of the commandments.
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DEUTERONOMY 26:1-2

And it shall be, when thou art come in unto the land which the
LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance, and possessest it,
and dwellest therein; (2) That thou shalt take of the first of all the
fruit of the earth, which thou shalt bring of thy land that the LORD
thy God giveth thee, and shalt put /¢ in a basket, and shalt go
unto the place which the LORD thy God shall choose to place his
name there.

There seems to have been a double design in this precept. In
presenting the first of everything to the LORD, we not only
acknowledge the right of his sovereignty, but we deny
ourselves. The prophet Micah saith, “My soul desired the first
ripe fruit.” Micah 7:1. The giving that to Gob, which the heart
seems most itself to desire, is therefore a blessed proof of
self-denial. But beside these things, is there not an eye to
JEsus in this appointment? Is he not expressly called the first
fruits by the apostle? 1 Corinthians 15:20. And it is
remarkable, that the day the first fruits of barley were to be
offered, corresponded to the day when Jesus arose from the
grave. And so again, on the day in which the first fruits of the
wheat-harvest were presented to the LorD, corresponded to
the day when Jesus sent down the first fruits of the HoLy
GHosT. Compare Deuteronomy 16. with the Evangelists on the
resurrection, and Acts 2:1, 2.

DEUTERONOMY 26:3

And thou shalt go unto the priest that shall be in those days, and
say unto him, I profess this day unto the LORD thy God, that | am
come unto the country which the LORD sware unto our fathers for
to give us.

Nothing could be more proper, than that every Israelite with
his own mouth, should confess that the LorD had fulfilled his
promise, in bringing him to the land he had said. Reader! and
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will not every true Israelite of the spiritual seed of JEsus say
this, when he cometh to that rest, which remaineth for the
people of Gob? Hebrews 4:9.

DEUTERONOMY 26:4
And the priest shall take the basket out of thine hand, and set it
down before the altar of the LORD thy God.

JEsus is both our priest, and altar, and offering. It is he which
sanctifieth all the gifts of his people.

DEUTERONOMY 26:5

And thou shalt speak and say before the LORD thy God, A Syrian
ready to perish was my father, and he went down into Egypt, and
sojourned there with a few, and became there a nation, great,
mighty, and populous:

Jacob was in fact a Syrian, for he lived many years in Padan-
aram. And Laban, his father-in-law, was a Syrian,
consequently his daughters sprung from thence. It is good to
remind the spiritual Israel of the hole of the pit, whence they
were digged. Isaiah 51:2.

DEUTERONOMY 26:6-11

And the Egyptians evil entreated us, and afflicted us, and laid
upon us hard bondage: (7) And when we cried unto the LORD
God of our fathers, the LORD heard our voice, and looked on our
affliction, and our labour, and our oppression: (8) And the LORD
brought us forth out of Egypt with a mighty hand, and with an
outstretched arm, and with great terribleness, and with signs, and
with wonders: (9) And he hath brought us into this place, and
hath given us this land, even a land that floweth with milk and
honey. (10) And now, behold, | have brought the firstfruits of the
land, which thou, O LORD, hast given me. And thou shalt set it
before the LORD thy God, and worship before the LORD thy God:
(11) And thou shalt rejoice in every good thing which the LORD
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thy God hath given unto thee, and unto thine house, thou, and
the Levite, and the stranger that /s among you.

I hope the Reader will not fail to read these verses with profit,
if while he beholds the trainment of Israel, and remembers
their history, he looks back and connects with it his own. Do
you know my brother, what the spiritual oppressions of
Egyptian bondage under Sin and Satan mean? Do you
remember the wormwood and the gall? Can you recollect the
time, the place, the memorable spot, and the LORD’S answers
to prayer, when from the depth of sin, you cried to the depth
of divine mercy, and found Jesus who brought you out of
darkness, and brought you into his marvellous light? If you
can enter into an apprehension of these things, you will not
fail, under divine teaching, to enter into a real enjoyment and
participation of the Israelite's thankful approach to Gob, with
the first fruits of his land. Oh! the sweetness of that scripture
when the heart of a believer can fully adopt it for his own.
Psalm 107. throughout.

DEUTERONOMY 26:12

When thou hast made an end of tithing all the tithes of thine
increase the third year, which is the year of tithing, and hast given
/t unto the Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow,
that they may eat within thy gates, and be filled;

This law was pointed out before: Deuteronomy 14:28, 29.

DEUTERONOMY 26:13-15

Then thou shalt say before the LORD thy God, | have brought
away the hallowed things out of mine house, and also have given
them unto the Levite, and unto the stranger, to the fatherless,
and to the widow, according to all thy commandments which thou
hast commanded me: | have not transgressed thy
commandments, neither have | forgotten them: (14) | have not
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eaten thereof in my mourning, neither have | taken away ought
thereof for any unclean wuse, nor given ought thereof for the dead:
but 1 have hearkened to the voice of the LORD my God, and have
done according to all that thou hast commanded me. (15) Look
down from thy holy habitation, from heaven, and bless thy people
Israel, and the land which thou hast given us, as thou swarest
unto our fathers, a land that floweth with milk and honey.

The Jews have a tradition, that these words were spoken with
a low voice, in token of humility. And, indeed, if we read with
an eye to the pure gospel of JEsus, there is a great propriety
in so doing. Remember what Jesus saith: Luke 17:10. The
blessing implored for all Israel at the close of the prayer, is
very sweet. So should the faithful in CHRIST JESUS, constantly
pray for the whole church of Jesus. That is a delightful
resolution of the prophet, and worthy of universal imitation:
Isaiah 62:1. And that is a positive precept of the LoOrD, parti-
cularly to his priests and ministers: Isaiah 62:6, 7.

DEUTERONOMY 26:16-19

This day the LORD thy God hath commanded thee to do these
statutes and judgments: thou shalt therefore keep and do them
with all thine heart, and with all thy soul. (17) Thou hast
avouched the LORD this day to be thy God, and to walk in his
ways, and to keep his statutes, and his commandments, and his
judgments, and to hearken unto his voice: (18) And the LORD
hath avouched thee this day to be his peculiar people, as he hath
promised thee, and that #hov shouldest keep all his
commandments; (19) And to make thee high above all nations
which he hath made, in praise, and in name, and in honour; and
that thou mayest be an holy people unto the LORD thy God, as he
hath spoken.

I would have the Reader attend to the expressions in these
verses, with an eye to the original covenant of grace, and he
will then enter into a proper apprehension of them. That
original covenant was, that in the seed of Abraham, should all
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the nations of the earth be blessed. “He saith not (saith the
apostle Paid) and to seeds, as of many, but as of one, and to
thy seed, which is CHRIST.” Galatians 3:16. When Gob,
therefore, is here said to avouch himself to be the LorD GoD
of lIsrael, it is that in CHRIST, GoD promiseth to bless his
people, and to accept them in him. And his people avouch
Gob to be their Gop in CHRIST; depending upon the fulfillment
of all his promised covenanted mercies in him. Those
expressions of making Israel high, in name, in honour, and in
praise; and an holy people above all nations, are all very
striking characters of the Israel of Gop. And who is, or ought
to be, so holy, so high, so honourable, in their birth, their
state; their life, their conversation, as those who have
fellowship with the FATHER, and with his Son JEsus CHRIST?
Who so peculiar as those, whom the LorD Gob of heaven and
earth hath made his Segu/lah, that is, his chosen ones, his
peculiar people. Reader! may it be your happiness and mine,
to do as Israel did, avouch Gob to be our Gop, and may he
avouch us to be his people.

REFLECTIONS

BLESSED Jesus! thou art the first fruits indeed, and the first
and last, and best offering of my soul, for acceptance with my
Gop. Early do | desire to bring thee in the first of every year,
and the first of every day, and the first of every morning of
the day, and close of the day, as the sole cause of my
rejoicing: for in the moment | do this, | desire with the
Israelite to cry out, A Gentile ready to perish was my father,
and from the Egypt of sin and death, hath the LorD brought
out soul. He remembered me in my low estate, for his mercy
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endureth forever. And will the LoRrD, indeed, condescend to
avouch me for his own? Shall I be of his chosen ones! Will the
FATHER of mercies look upon me as accepted in the beloved,
and mark me as the object of his peculiar love? Hath my Jesus
purchased me with the peculiar price of his blood? Hath the
HoLy GHosT visited my soul with the influences of his peculiar
grace? Am I, indeed, the object of the united mercy of the
Holy Three in One: and are the peculiar blessings of the cove-
nant, the portion of my soul? LORD! grant me grace this day to
avouch myself, with all 1 have, and all I am, to be thine
forever. Take my two mites (for soul and body are nothing
more, compared to this vast treasury) and accept them, O
LoRD, in Jesus, for of thine own do I give thee. Witness for
me, ye angels of light, that I will know no other Gob but the
LorD Gobp of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; that | desire to be
distinguished from all the nations of the earth, that are not
the Israel of Gop, as separated from them; and that
henceforth | will make mention of his righteousness, even his
only, who is the Gop of my life, and will be my portion for
ever.

CHAPTER 27

CONTENTS

As Moses had now nearly concluded everything relating to the
precepts; he enjoins the people in this chapter to adopt a
means of keeping alive in their remembrance the great things
of GoD's /law, by writing it upon stones. And the chapter is
concluded in aiming to impress the whole still more upon their
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minds, by causing the Levites to pronounce curses upon all
that disobeyed the divine commands.

DEUTERONOMY 27:1-4

And Moses with the elders of Israel commanded the people,
saying, Keep all the commandments which | command you this
day. (2) And it shall be on the day when ye shall pass over Jordan
unto the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, that thou shalt
set thee up great stones, and plaister them with plaister: (3) And
thou shalt write upon them all the words of this law, when thou
art passed over, that thou mayest go in unto the land which the
LORD thy God giveth thee, a land that floweth with milk and
honey; as the LORD God of thy fathers hath promised thee. (4)
Therefore it shall be when ye be gone over Jordan, that ye shall
set up these stones, which I command you this day, in mount
Ebal, and thou shalt plaister them with plaister.

If the Reader will recollect, similar methods of perpetuating
the law of Gob, were observed after the delivery on Mount
Sinai. Exodus 24:4.

DEUTERONOMY 27:5-6

And there shalt thou build an altar unto the LORD thy God, an
altar of stones: thou shalt not lift up any iron foo/ upon them. (6)
Thou shalt build the altar of the LORD thy God of whole stones:
and thou shalt offer burnt offerings thereon unto the LORD thy
God:

I beg the Reader not to overlook the plainness to be observed
in the building of this altar: nothing of human art or labour
was to be joined with it, nor any human tool to pollute it. And
as CHRIST is our altar, was not this manifestly teaching that his
purity would be sullied, if we bring to it anything of our own
to mingle with it? He is the stone cut out of the mountain
without hands: Daniel 2:34.

DEUTERONOMY 27:7
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And thou shalt offer peace offerings, and shalt eat there, and
rejoice before the LORD thy God.

The feast of peace-offerings, carried with it a token of the
peace and amity between Gob and his people. The feast of
the LorD’s Supper in the Gospel Church is to the same
amount, for it is a feast upon a sacrifice, in token that Jesus
hath made our peace in the blood of his cross: he is our
passover, sacrificed for us, therefore let us keep the feast. 1
Corinthians 5:7, 8.

DEUTERONOMY 27:8-10

And thou shalt write upon the stones all the words of this law very
plainly. (9) And Moses and the priests the Levites spake unto all
Israel, saying, Take heed, and hearken, O lIsrael; this day thou art
become the people of the LORD thy God. (10) Thou shalt
therefore obey the voice of the LORD thy God, and do his
commandments and his statutes, which 1 command thee this day.

The repeated charges and cautions given, imply the vast
importance of the thing itself. Deuteronomy 30:11-15.

DEUTERONOMY 27:11-13

And Moses charged the people the same day, saying, (12) These
shall stand upon mount Gerizim to bless the people, when ye are
come over Jordan; Simeon, and Levi, and Judah, and Issachar,
and Joseph, and Benjamin: (13) And these shall stand upon
mount Ebal to curse; Reuben, Gad, and Asher, and Zebulun, Dan,
and Naphtali.

The Mount Ebal, and the Mount Gerizzim, stood near each
other, a valley being between them. It is worthy remark, that
in the Gospel state, when Jesus went up into the mountain, it
was only to bless his people. The tribes were divided in six to
each, for blessing the people, and for pronouncing the curses.
Perhaps they both had an allusion to the Gospel state, for the
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law is our schoolmaster unto CHRIST: and ministers are by the
terrors of the law to persuade men. 2 Corinthians 5:11.

DEUTERONOMY 27:14
And the Levites shall speak, and say unto all the men of lIsrael
with a loud voice,

Probably from the number of Israel, many Levites was
engaged in this service.

DEUTERONOMY 27:15-26

Cursed be the man that maketh any graven or molten image, an
abomination unto the LORD, the work of the hands of the
craftsman, and putteth /zin a secret p/ace. And all the people shall
answer and say, Amen. (16) Cursed be he that setteth light by his
father or his mother. And all the people shall say, Amen. (17)
Cursed be he that removeth his neighbour’s landmark. And all the
people shall say, Amen. (18) Cursed be he that maketh the blind
to wander out of the way. And all the people shall say, Amen. (19)
Cursed be he that perverteth the judgment of the stranger,
fatherless, and widow. And all the people shall say, Amen. (20)
Cursed be he that lieth with his father's wife; because he
uncovereth his father’s skirt. And all the people shall say, Amen.
(21) Cursed be he that lieth with any manner of beast. And all the
people shall say, Amen. (22) Cursed be he that lieth with his
sister, the daughter of his father, or the daughter of his mother.
And all the people shall say, Amen. (23) Cursed be he that lieth
with his mother in law. And all the people shall say, Amen. (24)
Cursed be he that smiteth his neighbour secretly. And all the
people shall say, Amen. (25) Cursed be he that taketh reward to
slay an innocent person. And all the people shall say, Amen. (26)
Cursed be he that confirmeth not a// the words of this law to do
them. And all the people shall say, Amen.

I detain not the Reader with observations concerning the
several curses here pronounced, or entering into the
particulars of them. It is enough to remark, that they express
their several sentences of condemnation to the several
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breaches of the law: and as the law pronounceth a curse
upon every one that continueth not in a// things that are
written in the book of the law, to do them; it is evident that,
as all men have sinned, and come short of Gob's glory, so all
men come under the sentence of condemnation. But what a
precious thought is it to the true believers in CHRIST, that
though condemned in ourselves by reason of sin, we are
freed from the curse by virtue of the righteousness and obe-
dience of Jesus! CHRIST hath redeemed us from the curse of
the law, being made a curse for us.

REFLECTIONS

How sweet and refreshing to my soul are the views of JEsus,
as the high priest and altar, and offering of my heart, in the
moment that | read the solemn charges of Gob's law, and the
dreadful penalty of disobedience. My soul indeed cannot but
subscribe with full consent to GobD's justice, in all these
sentences of curses on the breach of his holy law; while my
heart flies to the gracious offer of mercy in JEsus. And in the
very moment | am constrained to say Amen, to every tittle of
Gop's righteous law, Oh! how precious is it, dearest JEsus, to
view thee as the end of the law for righteousness to everyone
that believeth. Thou art the altar my soul would flee to, for
thou art my great deliverance, when both law and justice
challenge me before Gob. Be thou my Gob, my guide, my
peace, my joy, and my consolation forever!

CHAPTER 28

CONTENTS
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This Chapter is a continuation of the former, and is in fact
part of it. The curses having been proclaimed in the
foregoing, the blessings are subjoined in this. But | conceive
that this Chapter is partly prophetical, for many of the things
spoken of; were fulfilled in the successive periods of the
church. The christian Reader will find, under Gob the HoLy
GHOST'S teaching, much of gospel veiled under the several
parts of it, which I hope the LorD will bless to his perusal.

DEUTERONOMY 28:1-14

And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the
voice of the LORD thy God, to observe and to do all his
commandments which 1 command thee this day, that the LORD
thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: (2)
And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if
thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God. (3)
Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed shalt thou be in the
field. (4) Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy
ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, and
the flocks of thy sheep. (5) Blessed shall be thy basket and thy
store. (6) Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and blessed
shalt thou be when thou goest out. (7) The LORD shall cause
thine enemies that rise up against thee to be smitten before thy
face: they shall come out against thee one way, and flee before
thee seven ways. (8) The LORD shall command the blessing upon
thee in thy storehouses, and in all that thou settest thine hand
unto; and he shall bless thee in the land which the LORD thy God
giveth thee. (9) The LORD shall establish thee an holy people unto
himself, as he hath sworn unto thee, if thou shalt keep the
commandments of the LORD thy God, and walk in his ways. (10)
And all people of the earth shall see that thou art called by the
name of the LORD; and they shall be afraid of thee. (11) And the
LORD shall make thee plenteous in goods, in the fruit of thy body,
and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy ground, in the
land which the LORD sware unto thy fathers to give thee. (12)
The LORD shall open unto thee his good treasure, the heaven to
give the rain unto thy land in his season, and to bless all the work
of thine hand: and thou shalt lend unto many nations, and thou
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shalt not borrow. (13) And the LORD shall make thee the head,
and not the tail; and thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt not
be beneath; if that thou hearken unto the commandments of the
LORD thy God, which I command thee this day, to observe and to
do them: (14) And thou shalt not go aside from any of the words
which I command thee this day, fo the right hand, or fo the left,
to go after other gods to serve them.

Though | propose to make but a short observation on the
whole of these blessings, for the sake of being brief, and that
I may not increase the bulk of the present Commentary too
much; yet | do beg the Reader to remark with me, the
greatness and extensiveness of the blessings here promised.
They relate to almost all the circumstances of life, and if read
with a view to spiritual, as well as temporal mercies, they are
enough to animate every true believer's heart; because, all
the promises in CHRIST JEsus are yea, and Amen; and he
himself, is the one, great, and comprehensive mercy of the
whole covenant. Blessings are promised to the true seed of
Israel, in all their outward concerns, in their persons, in their
households, in the city, and in the field; whether at home or
abroad, whether in trade or in labour, whether in their
journeys, or in their stated resting places, both in lying down,
and rising up. And is not Jesus all this, and infinitely more to
his people? Oh! how precious is it to found all our mercies /n
him, and to see him, and enjoy him in every one. Psalm
72:17. But while 1 beg the Reader to remark with me, the
gospel application of these mercies, | would beg of him not to
overlook their temporal application in the history of the Jewish
nation. Through a series of ages, Israel was blessed, and
distinguished with the divine favor, during the reigns of their
successive Kings from the time of Joshua to the Babylonish

176



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

captivity. See Joshua, the books of Samuel, the books of the
Kings, and the books of the Chronicles.

DEUTERONOMY 28:15-19

But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of
the LORD thy God, to observe to do all his commandments and
his statutes which 1 command thee this day; that all these curses
shall come upon thee, and overtake thee: (16) Cursed shalt thou
be in the city, and cursed shalt thou be in the field. (17) Cursed
shall be thy basket and thy store. (18) Cursed shall be the fruit of
thy body, and the fruit of thy land, the increase of thy kine, and
the flocks of thy sheep. (19) Cursed sha/t thou be when thou
comest in, and cursed shalt thou be when thou goest out.

Very awful are these denunciations. Wherever the sinner
goes, however he is circumstanced, however employed in the
midst of the greatest temporal possessions, the basket may
be full, the wine presses running over with new wine; yet, if
the curse of Gop be upon the whole, they are of no value;
misery is in all, Reader! pause over this account; and them
look into life. Doth not this explain to us, why we see so many
miserable in the midst of affluence? “To the pure,” saith the
apostle, “all things are pure, but unto them that are defiled
and unbelieving, is nothing pure.” Titus 1:15. The original
curse upon the ground, being not taken off to the
unregenerate heart, still remains to bring forth thorns and
thistles; and these cannot but produce an everlasting source
of disquietude; for the curse of GobD is in the house of the
wicked. Proverbs 3:33. Reader! if you are sitting down to the
enjoyment of covenant mercies, do not fail to eye JESus in
every one. Even in the contrast of the carnal man's misery we
view our privilege. Oh! what a relish doth the conscious love
and favor, and good-will of him that dwelt in the bush, give to
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our mercies. Even our afflictions with him are like the spiced
wine of the pomegranate. Song Of Solomon 8:2.

DEUTERONOMY 28:20-44

The LORD shall send upon thee cursing, vexation, and rebuke, in
all that thou settest thine hand unto for to do, until thou be
destroyed, and until thou perish quickly; because of the
wickedness of thy doings, whereby thou hast forsaken me. (21)
The LORD shall make the pestilence cleave unto thee, until he
have consumed thee from off the land, whither thou goest to
possess it. (22) The LORD shall smite thee with a consumption,
and with a fever, and with an inflammation, and with an extreme
burning, and with the sword, and with blasting, and with mildew;
and they shall pursue thee until thou perish. (23) And thy heaven
that /s over thy head shall be brass, and the earth that is under
thee shall be iron. (24) The LORD shall make the rain of thy land
powder and dust: from heaven shall it come down upon thee,
until thou be destroyed. (25) The LORD shall cause thee to be
smitten before thine enemies: thou shalt go out one way against
them, and flee seven ways before them: and shalt be removed
into all the kingdoms of the earth. (26) And thy carcase shall be
meat unto all fowls of the air, and unto the beasts of the earth,
and no man shall fray them away. (27) The LORD will smite thee
with the botch of Egypt, and with the emerods, and with the scab,
and with the itch, whereof thou canst not be healed. (28) The
LORD shall smite thee with madness, and blindness, and
astonishment of heart: (29) And thou shalt grope at noonday, as
the blind gropeth in darkness, and thou shalt not prosper in thy
ways: and thou shalt be only oppressed and spoiled evermore,
and no man shall save thee. (30) Thou shalt betroth a wife, and
another man shall lie with her: thou shalt build an house, and
thou shalt not dwell therein: thou shalt plant a vineyard, and shalt
not gather the grapes thereof. (31) Thine ox shall be slain before
thine eyes, and thou shalt not eat thereof: thine ass shall be
violently taken away from before thy face, and shall not be
restored to thee: thy sheep shall be given unto thine enemies, and
thou shalt have none to rescue them. (32) Thy sons and thy
daughters shall be given unto another people, and thine eyes shall
look, and fail with longing for them all the day long: and there
shall be no might in thine hand. (33) The fruit of thy land, and all
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thy labours, shall a nation which thou knowest not eat up; and
thou shalt be only oppressed and crushed alway: (34) So that
thou shalt be mad for the sight of thine eyes which thou shalt see.
(35) The LORD shall smite thee in the knees, and in the legs, with
a sore botch that cannot be healed, from the sole of thy foot unto
the top of thy head. (36) The LORD shall bring thee, and thy king
which thou shalt set over thee, unto a nation which neither thou
nor thy fathers have known; and there shalt thou serve other
gods, wood and stone. (37) And thou shalt become an
astonishment, a proverb, and a byword, among all nations whither
the LORD shall lead thee. (38) Thou shalt carry much seed out
into the field, and shalt gather but little in; for the locust shall
consume it. (39) Thou shalt plant vineyards, and dress them, but
shalt neither drink of the wine, nor gather the grapes;, for the
worms shall eat them. (40) Thou shalt have olive trees throughout
all thy coasts, but thou shalt not anoint tAysel/f with the oil; for
thine olive shall cast Ais fruit. (41) Thou shalt beget sons and
daughters, but thou shalt not enjoy them; for they shall go into
captivity. (42) All thy trees and fruit of thy land shall the locust
consume. (43) The stranger that /s within thee shall get up above
thee very high; and thou shalt come down very low. (44) He shall
lend to thee, and thou shalt not lend to him: he shall be the head,
and thou shalt be the tail.

The picture of misery is drawn more horrible in these verses,
from describing the particular features of the curses, the LORD
threatens to send after the sinner. If the Reader will attend to
them minutely, he will find, that they extend to almost every
possible state to which our poor nature can be exposed. To
sickness, to famine, to the destruction of the sword, to
captivity in the enemies country, to the loss of children; in
short, to every personal evil. In the book of Ezekiel, the LorD
speaks of his four sore judgments, but here they are four-
fold, Ezekiel 14:21. But Reader! if we read them spiritually,
how do those distresses rise in magnitude to our view. If our
miseries are ever so great, yet if they are bounded within the
limits of the life of man on earth, in the grave the weary are
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at rest. But if souls are cursed with an everlasting curse, and
when they lie down in the grave, sin is their grave-fellow, and
follows them to eternity, where the worm dieth not, and the
fire is not quenched. Oh! the wretched, wretched state of the
ungodly! when that wrath of Gob shall light on the sinner,
which is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men. Romans 1:18.

DEUTERONOMY 28:45-68

Moreover all these curses shall come upon thee, and shall pursue
thee, and overtake thee, till thou be destroyed; because thou
hearkenedst not unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to keep his
commandments and his statutes which he commanded thee: (46)
And they shall be upon thee for a sign and for a wonder, and
upon thy seed for ever. (47) Because thou servedst not the LORD
thy God with joyfulness, and with gladness of heart, for the
abundance of all t4ings; (48) Therefore shalt thou serve thine
enemies which the LORD shall send against thee, in hunger, and
in thirst, and in nakedness, and in want of all th/ngs. and he shall
put a yoke of iron upon thy neck, until he have destroyed thee.
(49) The LORD shall bring a nation against thee from far, from the
end of the earth, as swift as the eagle flieth; a nation whose
tongue thou shalt not understand; (50) A nation of fierce
countenance, which shall not regard the person of the old, nor
shew favour to the young: (51) And he shall eat the fruit of thy
cattle, and the fruit of thy land, until thou be destroyed: which
also shall not leave thee either corn, wine, or oil, or the increase
of thy kine, or flocks of thy sheep, until he have destroyed thee.
(52) And he shall besiege thee in all thy gates, until thy high and
fenced walls come down, wherein thou trustedst, throughout all
thy land: and he shall besiege thee in all thy gates throughout all
thy land, which the LORD thy God hath given thee. (53) And thou
shalt eat the fruit of thine own body, the flesh of thy sons and of
thy daughters, which the LORD thy God hath given thee, in the
siege, and in the straitness, wherewith thine enemies shall distress
thee: (54) So that the man that /s tender among you, and very
delicate, his eye shall be evil toward his brother, and toward the
wife of his bosom, and toward the remnant of his children which
he shall leave: (55) So that he will not give to any of them of the
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flesh of his children whom he shall eat: because he hath nothing
left him in the siege, and in the straitness, wherewith thine
enemies shall distress thee in all thy gates. (56) The tender and
delicate woman among you, which would not adventure to set the
sole of her foot upon the ground for delicateness and tenderness,
her eye shall be evil toward the husband of her bosom, and
toward her son, and toward her daughter, (57) And toward her
young one that cometh out from between her feet, and toward
her children which she shall bear: for she shall eat them for want
of all things secretly in the siege and straitness, wherewith thine
enemy shall distress thee in thy gates. (58) If thou wilt not
observe to do all the words of this law that are written in this
book, that thou mayest fear this glorious and fearful name, THE
LORD THY GOD; (59) Then the LORD will make thy plagues
wonderful, and the plagues of thy seed, even great plagues, and
of long continuance, and sore sicknesses, and of long
continuance. (60) Moreover he will bring upon thee all the
diseases of Egypt, which thou wast afraid of; and they shall cleave
unto thee. (61) Also every sickness, and every plague, which /s
not written in the book of this law, them will the LORD bring upon
thee, until thou be destroyed. (62) And ye shall be left few in
number, whereas ye were as the stars of heaven for multitude;
because thou wouldest not obey the voice of the LORD thy God.
(63) And it shall come to pass, that as the LORD rejoiced over you
to do you good, and to multiply you; so the LORD will rejoice over
you to destroy you, and to bring you to nought; and ye shall be
plucked from off the land whither thou goest to possess it. (64)
And the LORD shall scatter thee among all people, from the one
end of the earth even unto the other; and there thou shalt serve
other gods, which neither thou nor thy fathers have known, even
wood and stone. (65) And among these nations shalt thou find no
ease, neither shall the sole of thy foot have rest: but the LORD
shall give thee there a trembling heart, and failing of eyes, and
sorrow of mind: (66) And thy life shall hang in doubt before thee;
and thou shalt fear day and night, and shalt have none assurance
of thy life: (67) In the morning thou shalt say, Would God it were
even! and at even thou shalt say, Would God it were morning! for
the fear of thine heart wherewith thou shalt fear, and for the sight
of thine eyes which thou shalt see. (68) And the LORD shall bring
thee into Egypt again with ships, by the way whereof | spake unto
thee, Thou shalt see it no more again: and there ye shall be sold
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unto your enemies for bondmen and bondwomen, and no man
shall buy you.

I desired the Reader to remark with me in the opening of this
Chapter, that there should seem to be somewhat prophetical
in its contents. And if he compares what is here said, with the
history of the Jewish nation, in their Babylonish captivity, he
will discover strong leading particulars in proof of that idea.
And if he carries on his enquiries to the destruction of
Jerusalem by the Romans, after the return of the LoRD JESus
to glory, and to the dispersion of the Jews, even to the pre-
sent hour; he will not perhaps be much in error in the
application of great part of the threatenings in this Chapter, to
events so very striking and memorable. But while we view the
desolations of Gop's anger in the history of our elder brethren
the Jews, and bend to the lowest possible humiliation, in
acknowledging that we are no better than they, are we not
encouraged by the HoLy GHosT, to hope that blindness in part
hath happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be
come in? Are we not prompted very earnestly, and frequently,
to be looking up to a faithful covenant Gop in CHRIST, that
that precious promise shall be fulfilled when the deliverer shall
arise out of Zion, to turn away ungodliness from Jacob?
Hasten LorD, | would say, thy coming. Come, LORD JESUS,
come quickly! do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion; build
thou the walls of Jerusalem. Oh! that the salvation of Israel
were come out of Zion; when Gob bringeth back the captivity
of his people, Jacob shall rejoice and Israel shall he glad.
Psalm 51:18. Psalm 53:6

REFLECTIONS
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OH, my soul! let the awful review of the calamities here held
forth to disobedient Israel, endear, with increasing love and
affection, the person of thy ever-adored Redeemer; and his
great salvation to thee; and may the perusal of this Chapter
under the HoLy GHOST's teaching, constrain thee into his love,
and to cleave unto him with full purpose of heart, for he is thy
life. Oh! precious, precious JEsus, what eternal praises are thy
due! Oh! what unspeakable mercies do | behold in that one
view of Jesus, a Gop in CHRIST, reconciling the world unto
himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them. | see, | feel,
I stand convinced, that to this one cause, every blessing in
time, and to all eternity is owing. LorRD! keep me, hold me,
establish me in this most precious assurance, and may | never
dare to taste a single joy until I see Jesus in it. If thou,
dearest LorDp, will give it me, it will be sanctified. But without
thee, the best of creature comforts will prove a snare.

My unawakened brother! if Gob in mercy should cause my
humble Commentary to meet the eye of one of this character,
will you not in the perusal of this Chapter, stand convinced
that the judgments of Gobp are sure judgments; and the least
of them most awful indeed! And is not Gob the faithful Gob,
as fully pledged to perform his written threats to the ungodly,
as he is pledged to perform his promises to his people. Oh!
that grace may open the eye, convince the heart, awaken the
affection, and induce sinners to flee from the wrath to come:
for depend upon it, there is, there must be a day coming,
when indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish, will fall
upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and
also of the Gentile.
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CHAPTER 29

CONTENTS

There is a great solemnity in this chapter. Israel is presented
as a boay, by way of proof, that the LORD’'S covenant meets
their most hearty and cordial consent. Here is a general recital
of some of the leading objects of the covenant; and the
chapter concludes with pointing out the striking distinction
between the things which are secret, which belong unto the
LORD, and those which are revealed, which belong unto his
people.

DEUTERONOMY 29:1-3

These are the words of the covenant, which the LORD
commanded Moses to make with the children of Israel in the land
of Moab, beside the covenant which he made with them in Horeb.
(2) And Moses called unto all Israel, and said unto them, Ye have
seen all that the LORD did before your eyes in the land of Egypt
unto Pharaoh, and unto all his servants, and unto all his land; (3)
The great temptations which thine eyes have seen, the signs, and
those great miracles:

It must have been a very interesting moment this, when
Moses, acting as the minister of JEHOvAH, made this appeal to
the people. There is nothing we need more, than to be
reminded of past mercies. And hence, one of the most
precious offices of the HoLy GHOST is, when he mercifully acts
as our Remembrancer, to bring to our recollection the tender
manifestations of Jesus’s love. John 14:26. Reader! hath the
HoLy SPIRIT indeed brought to your remembrance, all that the
LorD your Gob hath done for you in Egypt? Do you call to
mind the great temptations, and signs, and miracles of grace
Oh! how delightful the subject, thus to look back, and behold
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the way the LORD our Gob hath been bringing his people out
of this wilderness. Deuteronomy 8:2-5.

DEUTERONOMY 29:4
Yet the LORD hath not given you an heart to perceive, and eyes
to see, and ears to hear, unto this day.

We shall do well, Reader, to ask our hearts whether this be
our case. Oh! gracious Gob, above all blessings give me JEsus
and his HoLy SpIRIT, that | may perceive what my mercies are,
and enjoy hits, and all things in him. “From all blindness,
hardness of heart, and ignorance of thy word and
commandment, good LorD deliver me!”

DEUTERONOMY 29:5-6

And I have led you forty years in the wilderness: your clothes are
not waxen old upon you, and thy shoe is not waxen old upon thy
foot. (6) Ye have not eaten bread, neither have ye drunk wine or
strong drink: that ye might know that | am the LORD your God.

What less than a standing miracle was this, that Israel was
fed, clothed, and strengthened, through forty years, when
their garments waxed not old, and the very sandals, with
which they came out of Egypt, did not wear out amidst the
rugged road of the wilderness. And what is it now, but the
continuation of the same miraculous power, which is
displayed in sustaining the spiritual Israel through all their wil-
derness state, by which their souls are fed with the bread of
life, and the garments of salvation by Jesus remain unsullied,
through a world of sin and corruption both within and without
them.

DEUTERONOMY 29:7-9
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And when ye came unto this place, Sihon the king of Heshbon,
and Og the king of Bashan, came out against us unto battle, and
we smote them: (8) And we took their land, and gave it for an
inheritance unto the Reubenites, and to the Gadites, and to the
half tribe of Manasseh. (9) Keep therefore the words of this
covenant, and do them, that ye may prosper in all that ye do.

Israel is reminded of what hath been already done on this
side Jordan, by way of confirming the faith of the people, in
what the LorD will do on the other side. Reader! depend upon
it, the earnest of the SPIRIT in the heart, is a sure pledge of
salvation. If my Gob accepts me in Jesus now; he will not
condemn me then, when, rising from the bed of death, I shall
stand before his throne. 2 Corinthians 5:1 Romans 8:1.

DEUTERONOMY 29:10-11

Ye stand this day all of you before the LORD your God; your
captains of your tribes, your elders, and your officers, with all the
men of Israel, (11) Your little ones, your wives, and thy stranger
that /s in thy camp, from the hewer of thy wood unto the drawer
of thy water:

It was the same feature of the old church as it is of the new,
(for they are both one and the same church in JEsus) that
there was no distinction of person, age, or character. None
too great not to need salvation; none too humble to be
excluded from it. Paul sweetly includes all when he saith,
there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumci-
sion, Barbarian, Scythian, bond or free, but CHrIST is all and in
all. Colossians 3:11.

DEUTERONOMY 29:12-15

That thou shouldest enter into covenant with the LORD thy God,
and into his oath, which the LORD thy God maketh with thee this
day: (13) That he may establish thee to day for a people unto
himself, and that he may be unto thee a God, as he hath said
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unto thee, and as he hath sworn unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob. (14) Neither with you only do | make this
covenant and this oath; (15) But with Aim that standeth here with
us this day before the LORD our God, and also with Aim that /s
not here with us this day:

It is a delightful thought, that in the gospel church, as in the
Jewish, the absent soul is as much included as the one that is
present. If absent in body, yet present in spirit. JESus, the
great head of his people, with whom the covenant is made, is
the same yesterday, and today, and forever. Hence he saith
himself, “that 1 should give eternal life to as many as thou
hast given me.” All are beheld in him from the beginning. See
those precious scriptures, John 17:2. John 6:37. Isaiah 8:18.

DEUTERONOMY 29:16-21

(For ye know how we have dwelt in the land of Egypt; and how
we came through the nations which ye passed by; (17) And ye
have seen their abominations, and their idols, wood and stone,
silver and gold, which were among them:) (18) Lest there should
be among you man, or woman, or family, or tribe, whose heart
turneth away this day from the LORD our God, to go and serve
the gods of these nations; lest there should be among you a root
that beareth gall and wormwood; (19) And it come to pass, when
he heareth the words of this curse, that he bless himself in his
heart, saying, | shall have peace, though | walk in the imagination
of mine heart, to add drunkenness to thirst: (20) The LORD will
not spare him, but then the anger of the LORD and his jealousy
shall smoke against that man, and all the curses that are written
in this book shall lie upon him, and the LORD shall blot out his
name from under heaven. (21) And the LORD shall separate him
unto evil out of all the tribes of Israel, according to all the curses
of the covenant that are written in this book of the law:

What a very awful scripture is contained in these verses!
Observe how the sinner is described: he turns away from
Gob: he grows confident in sin: he bids defiance to danger:
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and is ripe for ruin. Observe the awfulness of the divine
judgments upon him. As he turns from the LorD, and doth not
like to retain Gop in his knowledge, GoD gives him up to a
reprobate mind, to work all uncleanness with greediness.
Romans 1:28. Reader! if the LORD gives up the sinner it is all
over. “Let Ephraim alone, he is joined to his idols,” is one of
the most awful sentences in scripture. If Gob ceases to
correct, depend upon it judgment is at hand. Hosea 4:17.
Ezekiel 16:42.

DEUTERONOMY 29:22-28

So that the generation to come of your children that shall rise up
after you, and the stranger that shall come from a far land, shall
say, when they see the plagues of that land, and the sicknesses
which the LORD hath laid upon it; (23) And that the whole land
thereof /s brimstone, and salt, and burning, that it is not sown,
nor beareth, nor any grass groweth therein, like the overthrow of
Sodom, and Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboim, which the LORD
overthrew in his anger, and in his wrath: (24) Even all nations
shall say, Wherefore hath the LORD done thus unto this land?
what meaneth the heat of this great anger? (25) Then men shall
say, Because they have forsaken the covenant of the LORD God of
their fathers, which he made with them when he brought them
forth out of the land of Egypt: (26) For they went and served
other gods, and worshipped them, gods whom they knew not, and
whom he had not given unto them: (27) And the anger of the
LORD was kindled against this land, to bring upon it all the curses
that are written in this book: (28) And the LORD rooted them out
of their land in anger, and in wrath, and in great indignation, and
cast them into another land, as /f /s this day.

The judgments upon Israel, must excite the astonishment and
enquiry of all nations; Wherefore hath the LorD dealt so by
his people? How is it that the glory of all lands, and the
distinguished people of all nations, are thus dealt with? See
GoD's tender expostulation: Hosea 11:8. Reader! do not
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overlook the spiritual instruction in this chapter. The horrible
consequences of Gob's broken law are set forth in this striking
manner, to demonstrate our ruin by sin, in order to
demonstrate as fully the riches of that grace which brings
salvation by CHRIST: and, all leads to this conclusion, that as
sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign
through righteousness, unto eternal life, by JESus CHRIST our
LorD. Romans 5:21. Well may every believer, in the review of
this subject, cry out with the apostle, “Oh! the depth of the
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of Gob!” Romans
11:33.

DEUTERONOMY 29:29

The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those things
which are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever,
that we may do all the words of this law.

This seems to be the opening of a new subject in these
words, unless we explain them as in answer to the further
enquiry of the inquisitive mind, who from beholding the
desolations of Israel stands amazed, that after such a
profusion of miracles as the LorD had manifested towards
Israel, on bringing them out of Egypt, he should now cast
them off, and cause them to be wanderers through the earth.
If thoughts such as these should arise in any mind, the HoLy
GHosT hath given a most satisfactory answer to it, not only in
this last verse of this chapter, but also in his servant the
apostle's writings, to which | refer the Reader, Romans 9.
throughout.

REFLECTIONS
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DEAREST Jesus! it is thou that art the covenant of thy people,
for with thee, as their great head, the covenant is made; /in
thee it is fulfilled; by thee it is completed; and from thee, the
full assurance of the blessings of it must come. Thou art given
as a covenant to the people by the FATHER: and thou art the
everything belonging to it . Oh! may | behold in thee, how all
thy people stand complete in thy righteousness. For it is not
confined to the captains of the tribes, nor the elders, nor the
officers: but our little ones and our wives, the stranger that is
in our camp, and the hewer of wood, and the drawer of
water, are all equally interested in the fulness and
preciousness of thy salvation.

Endue my soul with suited strength, that I may never forsake
the covenant of my Gob, nor turn my back upon the LorD of
my mercies. LORD! grant, | pray thee, that there may never be
in me an evil heart of unbelief; in departing from the living
Gop; but daily, while it is called today, may my soul be
strengthened with thy SpIRIT'S might, lest | should be
hardened with the deceitfulness of sin. And Oh! do thou,
blessed Gob, confirm me in all the privileges of thy covenant,
that those things which are so graciously revealed, may
belong to me and to my children forever.

CHAPTER 30
CONTENTS

This is a very Interesting chapter. It contains much solemn
exhortation: but it is full of divine mercies, as if the LORD
intended to manifest to Israel, after what had been delivered
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of threatenings in the two preceding chapters, that it is in
mercy the LORD delighteth. Here is a provision made for the
penitent sinner to return, and life and death are set before
him.

DeuTERONOMY 30:1-5

And it shall come to pass, when all these things are come upon
thee, the blessing and the curse, which | have set before thee,
and thou shalt call them to mind among all the nations, whither
the LORD thy God hath driven thee, (2) And shalt return unto the
LORD thy God, and shalt obey his voice according to all that I
command thee this day, thou and thy children, with all thine
heart, and with all thy soul; (3) That then the LORD thy God wiill
turn thy captivity, and have compassion upon thee, and will return
and gather thee from all the nations, whither the LORD thy God
hath scattered thee. (4) If any of thine be driven out unto the
outmost parts of heaven, from thence will the LORD thy God
gather thee, and from thence will he fetch thee: (5) And the LORD
thy God will bring thee into the land which thy fathers possessed,
and thou shalt possess it; and he will do thee good, and multiply
thee above thy fathers.

It is a sweet feature of the old church, and which the Reader
should never overlook, that it had an eye all along to the
dispersion of Israel, and to their gathering again. See
Leviticus 26:44, 45.

DeuTERONOMY 30:6

And the LORD thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the heart
of thy seed, to love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and
with all thy soul, that thou mayest live.

It is not enough to deliver from wrath, and to save from
punishment; but in order to make a poor shiner happy, he
must be qualified to enjoy. The circumcision of the heart, is
the precious and blessed work of Gop the HoLy GHoST, who
only can accomplish this. Hence the apostle tells us, that
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CHRIST is made of GopD to us, not only wisdom to enlighten,
but righteousness to justify, sanctification to purify, and re-
demption to secure from every evil. 1 Corinthians 1:30.

DeuTERONOMY 30:7
And the LORD thy God will put all these curses upon thine
enemies, and on them that hate thee, which persecuted thee.

The line is here drawn, as it is in many other parts of the
word of Gob, between the righteous and the wicked. Isaiah
65:13-15.

DeuTERONOMY 30:8-10

And thou shalt return and obey the voice of the LORD, and do all
his commandments which I command thee this day. (9) And the
LORD thy God will make thee plenteous in every work of thine
hand, in the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in
the fruit of thy land, for good: for the LORD will again rejoice over
thee for good, as he rejoiced over thy fathers: (10) If thou shalt
hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to keep his
commandments and his statutes which are written in this book of
the law, and if thou turn unto the LORD thy God with all thine
heart, and with all thy soul.

These are all so many beautiful repetitions of Gobp's mercy
and love to his people. | would beg the Reader in this place to
remark with me, how the HoLy GHOsST, by his servant Moses,
hath altered the phrase concerning JEHOVAH. In the former
chapters, while the Lorp is holding forth his denunciations
against lIsrael's rebellion, he is proclaimed in his great and
incommunicable character of JEHOvAH. But in this chapter,
when Moses is commanded to proclaim him in his covenant
relationship, as a Gobp of grace, he is called, no less than
twelve times, JEHOVAH ALEHIM; that is the LorD thy Gobp. How
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delightful is it to behold Gob under this precious title, and to
know our interest in him.

DEUTERONOMY 30:11
For this commandment which I command thee this day, it /s not
hidden from thee, neither /s it far off.

If we read those words with an eye to that blessed
dispensation, to which the law ministered, for the law is our
school-master unto CHRrIST, we shall find that there is much
gospel in them. It is indeed in the gospel, that we are brought
nigh by the blood of CHRIST. Ephesians 2:13.

DeuTERONOMY 30:12-14

It /s not in heaven, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go up for
us to heaven, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and do it?
(13) Neither /s it beyond the sea, that thou shouldest say, Who
shall go over the sea for us, and bring it unto us, that we may
hear it, and do it? (14) But the word /s very nigh unto thee, in thy
mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it.

We cannot err in the application of these things to the LoORD
Jesus and his Gospel; because the HoLy GHosT hath directly
done so by the ministry of his servant the apostle. He calls it
the righteousness which is by faith. I pray the Reader to
compare the two passages together: Romans 10 from the 4"
verse to the 10™. When he hath done this, | would
recommend him to pause over both, and see whether Moses
did not in this place very plainly preach CHRIST. Since the SoN
of Gob came down from heaven, we need not say, Who shall
go up for us to heaven, to bring Gob's will to us? And since
the SoN of Gob, after redemption-work was finished by him,
returned to glory, we need not say, Who shall go up from the
deep. Jesus hath opened the communication between the two
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worlds; and Jesus himself is the word, both the written and
the uncreated word, which is nigh unto his people in the
mouth, and in the heart, the hope of glory. Oh! precious
salvation! may | esteem this holy word more than my
necessary food. Job. 23:12. And yet more, Jesus the
uncreated word, John 1:1.

DeuTERONOMY 30:15-19

See, | have set before thee this day life and good, and death and
evil; (16) In that | command thee this day to love the LORD thy
God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his commandments and his
statutes and his judgments, that thou mayest live and multiply:
and the LORD thy God shall bless thee in the land whither thou
goest to possess it. (17) But if thine heart turn away, so that thou
wilt not hear, but shalt be drawn away, and worship other gods,
and serve them; (18) | denounce unto you this day, that ye shall
surely perish, and that ye shall not prolong your days upon the
land, whither thou passest over Jordan to go to possess it. (19) |
call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that | have
set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore
choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live:

Reader! while you and | attend to the close of Moses's
Sermon, and hear the solemn appeal which the animated
preacher makes to heaven, that he had executed his
commission, and fully discharged his duty in referring the
people to their choice: let us learn to bless Gob, that we are
not only taught these things, but that we have the promise of
grace, to enable us to perform them. Blessed be Gob! JESUS is
the mediator of a better covenant, established upon better
promises. The law made no provision for defect or inability.
The law made nothing perfect. But the bringing in this better
hope, hath done it in Jesus, by the which we draw nigh unto
Gob. Hebrews 7:19.
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DeuTERONOMY 30:20

That thou mayest love the LORD thy God, and that thou mayest
obey his voice, and that thou mayest cleave unto him: for he /s
thy life, and the length of thy days: that thou mayest dwell in the
land which the LORD sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.

| beg the Reader to take particular notice of what is included
in the parenthesis, that he is thy life and the length of thy
days. Is not this clearly referring to the LorRD JEsus? Who is
the life of his people, but he that hath said, I am the way, and
the truth, and the life?—No man cometh unto the FATHER but
by me? Dearest LorD! be thou my life and my portion for
ever. John 14:6.

REFLECTIONS

BEHOLD! my soul, the earnestness with which Moses, the
man of Gobp follows up his Sermon, in the warm and
impassioned manner he adopts in the close of it, so as to
persuade the Israelites to duty and obedience. But, alas! what
persuasion can operate until grace pleads in the soul? When
thou hast fully viewed the solemn picture, and art become as
fully satisfied from thine own feelings, that nothing less than
sovereign grace, can be competent to restrain the corrupt
passions of man's fallen nature; then, my soul, from Moses
turn thy view to contemplate the LorD JEsus CHRIST: and
behold in him the only possible source to enable sinners both
to will and to do of his good pleasure. Oh! thou ever-blessed
JEsus, that art the first cause and final end of all the hopes,
the strength, the ability, the holy desires of thy people. In
thee we behold an adequate relief for all our wants. It is thou
and thou alone, which by the influence of thine HoLY SPIRIT in
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the minds of thy people, dost first awaken eternal life; and as
thou begettest, so thou alone canst maintain, support,
preserve, and carry it on from day to day in the soul. Oh!
enable me to cleave unto thee, for thou art my life, and the
length of my days; thou art my hope, and my portion forever.
Do thou, by the sweet constraining influence of thine HoLy
SPIRIT, keep me close to thyself, that | may live upon thy
fulness, have the lively actings of faith upon thy person, and
live to thy praise here, until thou shalt bring me home, to
rejoice in thy glory forever.

CHAPTER 31
CONTENTS

The man of Gop, having finished his sermon to the people, in
this chapter makes a particular address to Joshua, whom the
LORD had appointed as his successor: enjoins him to be
valiant for Gop, and assures him of the divine favor: Moses
gives the law which he had written to the priests,
commanding it to be read every seventh year. By the LORD'S
foretelling Moses, he admonishes them of their degeneracy.
He writes a song and rehearseth it in the ears of the people,
which song is contained in the succeeding chapter.

DEUTERONOMY 31:1
And Moses went and spake these words unto all Israel.

There is somewhat very interesting in this view of Moses, and
in the subject of his long sermon. The law, as a prelude to the
gospel, is always interesting; for by the law, saith an apostle,
is the knowledge of sin. Romans 3:20. And certain it is, that
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the law is the truest schoolmaster unto CHRIST. Galatians
3:24.

DEUTERONOMY 31:2

And he said unto them, | am an hundred and twenty years old
this day; | can no more go out and come in: also the LORD hath
said unto me, Thou shalt not go over this Jordan.

The age of Moses is twice recorded by him; once in this place,
and again, chap. 34:7. And it is very remarkable, that as this
period of 120 years, if divided into three parts, makes 40
each: so at every one of these portions, he was placed by the
LorD in a different situation. The f7irst forty years of his life he
lived in the court of Pharaoh; the second as a shepherd, when
sojourning with his father-in-law the priest of Midian; and the
third in the wilderness, as a leader of the LORD’s people. How
strange and mixed are the events in the life, even of the most
eminent of Gob's servants! Who would have thought, that the
poor child Pharaoh's daughter took up and nursed for her
own, and who was apparently exposed to immediate danger,
should have been in the very same moment, all along
designed by the LorD for the deliverance of his people. But
Reader! turn your thoughts from hence to an infinitely higher
character than Moses, even Moses's LORD; and in the person
of the LorD Jesus CHRIST behold, from equally slender appear-
ances, the foundation of the sinner's hope. Who that beheld
the SoN of Gop, in the days of his appearing, when brought
into the temple in substance of our flesh, would have
conceived that this was He who was appointed of Gob, to
deliver his people from sin and death by an everlasting
salvation? None but those to whom, like Holy Simeon, the
HoLy GHosT made him known, could have conceived such
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mighty things were hid under the humblest appearance. Luke
2:26-29.

DEUTERONOMY 31:3

The LORD thy God, he will go over before thee, and he will
destroy these nations from before thee, and thou shalt possess
them: and Joshua, he shall go over before thee, as the LORD hath
said.

Observe, how Moses dwells upon the sweet title of the LORD
thy Gob: Not JEHovAH alone, but JEHOVAH in covenant with
Israel. Oh! it is precious to connect these things. And is there
not somewhat referring to the LorD JESus, in what is said here
of Joshua? Not only the LorD thy Gop shall go over before
thee, but it is said, that Joshua shall go over before the
people. Is not this typical of JEsus our Joshua?

DEUTERONOMY 31:4-6

And the LORD shall do unto them as he did to Sihon and to Og,
kings of the Amorites, and unto the land of them, whom he
destroyed. (5) And the LORD shall give them up before your face,
that ye may do unto them according unto all the commandments
which | have commanded you. (6) Be strong and of a good
courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for the LORD thy God,
he /t /s that doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake
thee.

Faith in the LoRrRD’s promise, and faith in the LORD’s person, are
the tokens, on the part of his people, of the LORD’S being with
them, by his HoLy SpIRIT enabling them to believe, and to
depend upon him.

DEUTERONOMY 31:7-8

And Moses called unto Joshua, and said unto him in the sight of
all Israel, Be strong and of a good courage: for thou must go with
this people unto the land which the LORD hath sworn unto their
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fathers to give them; and thou shalt cause them to inherit it. (8)
And the LORD, he /t /s that doth go before thee; he will be with
thee, he will not fail thee, neither forsake thee: fear not, neither
be dismayed.

The inability of Moses to go over Jordan, and the ability of
Joshua, should be well noticed by the Reader. As Moses'
natural strength was not diminished, certain it is, his want of
strength was not the cause; neither was the personal power
of Joshua the reason of these things. But if we look at Moses
as typical of the law, and Joshua as typical of Jesus and his
gospel: then we see how impossible it was for the law to
bring souls to Gob, and how suited alone that Almighty
Joshua is, to plant his people in his holy mountain. For the
law made nothing perfect; but a better hope did, by which we
draw nigh unto Gob. Hebrews 7:19.

DEUTERONOMY 31:9

And Moses wrote this law, and delivered it unto the priests the
sons of Levi, which bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and
unto all the elders of Israel.

Moses is the writer of those five books which bear his name;
but it should seem, that over and above the sacred volume of
these five books, he wrote the law to deposit in the ark
separately: laying it up in the ark, not only for its security,
and to imply its sacredness, but it carried with it this also, that
in JEsus, which that ark typified, the whole law is kept and
completed. He saith himself; by his type David, thy law is
within my heart; or as it might have been read, in the midst
of my bowels, meaning part of himself. Psalm 40:8.

DEUTERONOMY 31:10-13
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And Moses commanded them, saying, At the end of every seven
years, in the solemnity of the year of release, in the feast of
tabernacles, (11) When all Israel is come to appear before the
LORD thy God in the place which he shall choose, thou shalt read
this law before all Israel in their hearing. (12) Gather the people
together, men, and women, and children, and thy stranger that /s
within thy gates, that they may hear, and that they may learn,
and fear the LORD your God, and observe to do all the words of
this law: (13) And that their children, which have not known any
thing, may hear, and learn to fear the LORD your God, as long as
ye live in the land whither ye go over Jordan to possess it.

The law was read, no doubt, by the Israelites in their Aouses,
among their children and families. Deuteronomy 11:18-20.
And we know, that Moses was read in the synagogue every
Sabbath-day. Acts 15:21. But this reading once in every
seventh year, which was the year of release, it was to be in
the whole assembly of Israel, in a more express and public
manner. But Reader! is there not somewhat typical here? Yes!
and very sweet it is. The year of release pointed to the year
of release in Jesus. In this release by the LORD JEsus from sin
and destruction, from the breaches of the law, and all its
condemning power; Jesus, who is the sum and substance of
the law, having fulfilled it in his own person for his people, is
constantly read and constantly made over to them, in all his
offices, relations, and character; and hence his gospel is
expressly called, the acceptable year of the LorD. Luke 4:18,
19. And it is worthy observation, that not only the males were
required, as in the three great feast days of the year, to go up
to Jerusalem, but in this year of release, the women, and
children, and strangers were to be present. Teaching as
expressly as possible, that neither Jew nor Gentile, bond nor
free, male nor female, are separately interested, but all are
one in CHRIST Jesus. Galatians 3:28. Reader! pray observe the
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sweetness and tenderness of that part of the precept, that the
children which have not known anything: Any thing of what?
Apply it to the year of release in Jesus, and what is its
gracious contents, but that our little ones, who receive from
us in our fallen state, the seeds of sin, may be very early
made acquainted, both with their ruined state by nature, and
the only way of recovery by grace, in that merciful scheme of
salvation, which is alone in the LorD Jesus. Oh! for grace to all
parents, to record a memorial of this among their offspring!

DeEuTERONOMY 31:14

And the LORD said unto Moses, Behold, thy days approach that
thou must die: call Joshua, and present yourselves in the
tabernacle of the congregation, that I may give him a charge. And
Moses and Joshua went, and presented themselves in the
tabernacle of the congregation.

Moses is again admonished of his death. Reader! it is a
blessed thing, to be as the Apostle, who died daily. Is it your
case? How stands your heart affected to death! If in JEsus,
surely you know somewhat of this spirit. 1 Corinthians 15:31.

DEUTERONOMY 31:15
And the LORD appeared in the tabernacle in a pillar of a cloud:
and the pillar of the cloud stood over the door of the tabernacle.

This must have been a very refreshing season, to the servants
of the LorD: of that glorious appearing of the Shechinah
latterly, we do not read so much, as when the people came
first out of Egypt. Reader! you and | have no cause to envy
our fathers of the church in the wilderness, on account of
those manifestations. Jesus hath since that period tabernacled
among us in substance of our flesh, Oh! that you and I may,
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by faith, be enabled to say, and we have seen his glory. John
1:14.

DEUTERONOMY 31:16-18

And the LORD said unto Moses, Behold, thou shalt sleep with thy
fathers; and this people will rise up, and go a whoring after the
gods of the strangers of the land, whither they go fo be among
them, and will forsake me, and break my covenant which | have
made with them. (17) Then my anger shall be kindled against
them in that day, and | will forsake them, and I will hide my face
from them, and they shall be devoured, and many evils and
troubles shall befall them; so that they will say in that day, Are not
these evils come upon us, because our God /s not among us? (18)
And | will surely hide my face in that day for all the evils which
they shall have wrought, in that they are turned unto other gods.

How gracious is Gobp, even in his judgments. Though he
foresaw lIsrael's backsliding, and in consequence gives Moses
a commission to forewarn them of it, yet he provides means
also for their recovery. But Reader, let not you and | stop
here. Though our Gob foresaw our rebellion and
unworthiness, and though he knew we should be backsliders
from the womb, yet this did not stop the spring of mercy in
JEsus, he sent his son to be the propitiation for our sins. 1
John 4:10.

DEUTERONOMY 31:19-22

Now therefore write ye this song for you, and teach it the children
of Israel: put it in their mouths, that this song may be a witness
for me against the children of Israel. (20) For when | shall have
brought them into the land which | sware unto their fathers, that
floweth with milk and honey; and they shall have eaten and filled
themselves, and waxen fat; then will they turn unto other gods,
and serve them, and provoke me, and break my covenant. (21)
And it shall come to pass, when many evils and troubles are
befallen them, that this song shall testify against them as a
witness; for it shall not be forgotten out of the mouths of their
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seed: for | know their imagination which they go about, even
now, before | have brought them into the land which | sware.
(22) Moses therefore wrote this song the same day, and taught it
the children of Israel.

The LoRD’s mercy is again magnified, in causing all the grand
leading points of Israel's history to be incorporated in this
song; the particulars of which are all of a gospel tendency,
and will meet us in the following chapter. What is here said
serves to show us, that though it is called Moses' Song, the
work is, in fact, of the HoLy GHoST.

DEUTERONOMY 31:23-26

And he gave Joshua the son of Nun a charge, and said, Be strong
and of a good courage: for thou shalt bring the children of Israel
into the land which | sware unto them: and | will be with thee.
(24) And it came to pass, when Moses had made an end of writing
the words of this law in a book, until they were finished, (25) That
Moses commanded the Levites, which bare the ark of the
covenant of the LORD, saying, (26) Take this book of the law, and
put it in the side of the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God,
that it may be there for a witness against thee.

We should compare this passage, in order to see the gospel
sense of it, with that memorable one in the New Testament.
Revelation 11:19.

DeEUTERONOMY 31:27-30

For I know thy rebellion, and thy stiff neck: behold, while I am yet
alive with you this day, ye have been rebellious against the LORD;
and how much more after my death? (28) Gather unto me all the
elders of your tribes, and your officers, that 1 may speak these
words in their ears, and call heaven and earth to record against
them. (29) For | know that after my death ye will utterly corrupt
yourselves, and turn aside from the way which | have commanded
you; and evil will befall you in the latter days; because ye will do
evil in the sight of the LORD, to provoke him to anger through the
work of your hands. (30) And Moses spake in the ears of all the
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congregation of Israel the words of this song, until they were
ended.

The melancholy prediction of the man of Gob, which we have
lived to see fulfilled, so long and so awful as it is, in the
dispersion of the Jews, would be enough to overpower the
mind of every serious and truly awakened soul, were we not
comforted with the assurance the HoLy GHoST hath given
concerning their recovery. It is the cry of every faithful
believer, Oh! that the deliverer may arise, to turn away
ungodliness from Jacob! Lorb! call home thy banished ones.
Romans 11:26.

REFLECTIONS

READER! pause over this Chapter, and behold in Moses the
dying circumstances of all mankind. Both saints and sinners,
ministers and people, even Moses, the highly favoured
servant of the LorD, must go down to the grave, though as to
the circumstances attending his death, he was peculiarly
favoured in going up to the mount, to give forth his soul, as
some have thought, upon the very mouth of Gob. Here again,
dearest Jesus, let my soul, from the view of the universal
condition of mankind, turn my thoughts to thee, who by thy
precious death hast overcome death, and by thy triumph over
death and the grave, hast opened to thy people everlasting
life. Sweet and refreshing is the thought, amidst the humbling
prospect, of dissolution, that Jesus ever liveth; and though all
our circumstances around are perishing, and we ourselves
involved in the same, yet the hour is hastening, when death
shall be swallowed up in victory!
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In the view of Israel's perverseness, LORD, give me grace to
behold the universal taint of all mankind. Am | better than
they? No: in no wise. All are included under sin. Oh! thou
precious sin-bearing LAmMB of Gob! let everything and every
view, both of the sin of others and my own, tend to endear
thy person, and thy righteousness, to my heart, convinced,
that there is salvation in no other, neither is there any other
name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be
saved.

CHAPTER 32

CONTENTS

This chapter is almost filled with that beautiful song of Moses,
which, from its containing so much of gospel in it, hath
warned and instructed the mind of Gobp's people in all ages.
Having finished his sermon, the dying pastor gives out this
hymn at the close of it, before he dismisses his congregation,
and is dismissed himself with the blessing. Here are contained
some of the many gracious dealings of the LORD with Israel.
Here are contained also, some of their many grievous
dealings with the LORD. Here are blended promises and
threatenings. The chapter concludes with the LORD’S
command to his servant Moses, to go up into the Mount
preparatory to his death.

DEUTERONOMY 32:1
Give ear, O ye heavens, and | will speak; and hear, O earth, the
words of my mouth.
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There is great elegance, as well as piety, in the whole of this
song. The calling upon things inanimate to hear, when,
perhaps, the intelligence of man disregards, is uncommonly
striking. And will not both heaven and earth be witness
against us, if we neglect so great salvation? The heaven shall
declare Gop's righteousness. Psalm 50:6.

DEUTERONOMY 32:2

My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my speech shall distil as the
dew, as the small rain upon the tender herb, and as the showers
upon the grass:

Apply this to the gospel, and observe how suited the figure is.
The gospel is from heaven, so is the rain. The gospel is a
blessing wheresoever it comes: so is the rain. The gospel acts
sweetly and unperceived in the mind of him that receives the
truth in the love of it; so doth the dew and the rain. Believers
are born from above: so doth the rain come down from
above. The people of Gob are numerous, though
comparatively a little flock: so are the dew drops of the morn-
ing. See those sweet scriptures, Psalm 110:3. Micah 5:7. John
1:13. Psalm 72:6. Job 38:28.

DEUTERONOMY 32:3
Because | will publish the name of the LORD: ascribe ye greatness
unto our God.

Precious thought! that doctrine will descend as the rain, and
under divine influences will work its way, like the soft
insinuating dew, which proclaims JeHovAH in all his threefold
personality of character and covenant-offices. For what is
GoD's greatness to his people, but his great salvation in JEsus?
When Moses desired to see the glory of the LorD, GoD said, |
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will make all my goodness pass before thee. Exodus 33:18,
19.

DEUTERONOMY 32:4
He is the Rock, his work /s perfect: for all his ways are judgment:
a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right /s he.

No less than six times in this chapter, and eighteen times in
other places of the Old Testament, is the LorD distinguished
by the title of a Rock; as if to show the firmness, durableness,
and everlasting strength of the LorD, in his covenant relations
to his people. And | beg the Reader to remark with me, the
attention of Moses in this description of our covenant Gob. It
would have been a striking account of JEHovAH, had the man
of GoD represented him under any of his glorious perfections,
for all the attributes of Gob, are so many standards of
character, to distinguish the excellency of his nature. But in
this place he is speaking of him in a more endearing view;
and how shall he do it more effectually than by assuring his
people, that his faithfulness is like the rock of ages, Holy
LorD! enable me, and enable the Reader, always to keep this
view of thy immoveable, and unchanging love to thy people,
in remembrance. See that precious continuation of this,
Deuteronomy 7:9.

DEUTERONOMY 32:5
They have corrupted themselves, their spot /s not the spot of his
children: they are a perverse and crooked generation.

Alas! what a striking difference, when we look into our own
nature, there is between our corruptions and the LORD’S
purity. Observe, the charge is, not that Gob made man
corrupt, for Gob made man upright, but that he hath
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destroyed himself. Ecclesiastes 7:29. Hosea 13:9. Their spot is
not the unavoidable spot, which compared to the unsullied
holiness of Gob, all-created excellence hath but it is the spot
of sinful fallen nature. Oh! The happiness of those children of
our Gob, who have been washed in that fountain which taketh
out all spots! 1 John 1:7. Revelation 7:14.

DEUTERONOMY 32:6

Do ye thus requite the LORD, O foolish people and unwise? /s not
he thy father that hath bought thee? hath he not made thee, and
established thee?

Reader! suppose you drop the view of Israel for a moment,
and fancy this expostulation addressed to yourself, at any
time when causing the LORD to serve with your sins, and
wearying him with your iniquities. Is not Gob your FATHER by
adoption and grace in CHRIST JEsus? Hath he not chosen you
in CHRIST; called you in CHRIST; justified you in Christ; fed you,
taught you, purchased you, redeemed you, sanctified you;
and for which of these acts is it, that a pressing temptation
leads you thus to requite him?

DEUTERONOMY 32:7

Remember the days of old, consider the years of many
generations: ask thy father, and he will shew thee; thy elders, and
they will tell thee.

No subject more affecting than the remembrance of past
mercies. It is the sweetest of all subjects, the most improving
of all plans of education, when a father can take his children
by the hand and recount unto them the mercies of his Gob
and their Gob, to him and to them, and to their father's
before them. And especially when a parent can speak of
mercies in grace, as well as providence: of redemption, as
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well as preservation. Oh! the joy of an awakened parent, thus
to relate the LorD’s dealings with his soul. The church doth
this, after recounting a long series of mercies. Psalm 107:43.
Reader, can you say anything of the like in your own
experience? If so, you will not need my advice to tell it to
your children, and your children’s children. Psalm 103:17.

DEUTERONOMY 32:8-9

When the most High divided to the nations their inheritance, when
he separated the sons of Adam, he set the bounds of the people
according to the number of the children of Israel. (9) For the
LORD'’S portion /s his people; Jacob /s the lot of his inheritance.

The sweetest of all subjects, and the most interesting of all
histories, is that which makes a man acquainted with himself.
In looking back to the original formation of Gob's church and
people, we behold a plan reaching into eternity. Their
husband was set up from everlasting. Proverbs 8:23. At the
creation and division of the earth, the boundaries of men, as
well as of the church, were all fixed by infinite wisdom. But
there can be no question from the whole account in the Bible,
which is but a brief history of the church, that the bounds of
all other of the sons of men, were intended to minister to
Gop's church and people. Gob hath made of one blood all
nations of men; and they are all the works of his hands: but
here he peculiarly calls Israel his portion. The Israel of the
LorD are as the garden of the LORD, amidst the world's
wilderness. This people, the LorD saith, | have formed for
myself, they shall show forth my praise. If the Reader wishes
to see some very striking scriptures to this purpose, he will
find them, Isaiah 43:21. Deuteronomy 7:6-8. Matthew 11:25,
26. What a rapturous thought is it to the soul, that is
conscious of an interest in it, that Gop hath a people, and that
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he himself belongs to that people, and is of the LORD’s
portion. There is but one thing more to make it complete, and
that is, when the soul that is the LORD’S portion, can call the
LORD his portion also. See Psalm 16:5. Song Of Solomon 6:3.

DeEuTERONOMY 32:10

He found him in a desert land, and in the waste howling
wilderness; he led him about, he instructed him, he kept him as
the apple of his eye.

Our Gob may be said to have taken all his people from a
wilderness state, when calling them by his grace; for what the
Apostle saith of the church of Ephesus, is equally applicable to
every individual: we were by nature, children of wrath even
as others. Ephesians 2:3. With respect to Israel of old,
nothing could be more descriptive, than that of Gob's finding
them: for they were apparently lost in the bondage of Egypt,
and groaning under their oppression. Reader! let you and |
look back, and behold the spiritual bondage of our Egypt,
when under Sin and Satan. Did not our Jesus find us there
when he passed by and saw us cast out, and no eye but his
to pity us? Ezekiel 16:5, 6. And how hath he led us about,
nursed, and brought us up and taught us by his HoLy SPIRIT,
the great things of salvation, and with that tenderness kept us
as the apple of his eye. Oh! thou gracious Gob and Saviour,
lead me frequently to review the ruined state of my nature,
that the tokens of thy grace may be more abundantly
precious. Isaiah 51:1, 2.

DEUTERONOMY 32:11-12

As an eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over her young,
spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them on her
wings: (12) So the LORD alone did lead him, and there was no
strange god with him.
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The figure here made use of, of the eagle, is uncommonly
beautiful and striking; and especially, if, as some naturalists
have said, the eagle, not only protects, feeds, and nourisheth
her young, but is much engaged in instructing them. The
young eagles, like other young birds, are much disposed to
sleep in their nests: but the old eagle stirs them up. When
they are awakened she flutters over them, as if to teach them
the use of their wings. And as if this was not enough, she
carries them on her wings, until they are well able to use their
own. All this is uncommonly striking, in illustration of the care
of GoD over his people. For Israel lay in Egypt, like the young
eagles in their nest, stupid, indolent, and unawakened; as
those that were in love with their slavery, and unwilling to be
brought out of it. Hence the LoRrD is said to have borne them
on eagles wings, when by the ministry of Moses, he brought
them out. Exodus 19:4. And, if we carry on the similitude
further, in allusion to the LoORrRD’S bringing them out in this
manner, as nothing from beneath could possibly hurt the
young eagles on the back of the old bird, until the shot or the
spear had pierced through the body of the dam, to pass
through, and wound or destroy the young: so when JEHOVAH
undertook the salvation of his people, everything manifested
the security of their redemption; as Jesus hath said, Because |
live, ye shall live also. John 14:19. Reader! is there nothing in
all this, which bears a resemblance to the same LORD'S
dealings with your soul? Hath not your Gop and Savior found
you in a desert land, and amidst all the dangers of a waste
and howling wilderness; hath he not borne you, as upon
eagle's wings; fed you, nourished you, taught you, protected
you! Oh! for grace in the review of mercies, to say with one of

211



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

old, Bless the LorD, Oh, my soul, and all that is within me,
bless his holy name. Psalm 103:1-5.

DEuUTERONOMY 32:13-14

He made him ride on the high places of the earth, that he might
eat the increase of the fields; and he made him to suck honey out
of the rock, and oil out of the flinty rock; (14) Butter of kine, and
milk of sheep, with fat of lambs, and rams of the breed of Bashan,
and goats, with the fat of kidneys of wheat; and thou didst drink
the pure blood of the grape.

See! what a good house our Gop keeps! They that sit down at
his table, will find both plenty, and of the best. But are not
gospel mercies veiled under these figures? It is true, our
fathers in the wilderness, had all these things in abundance.
But yet in a gospel sense: the pure milk of the word, and the
wine of the grape, imply the feast of fat things in GobD's holy
mountain. Isaiah 25:6.

DEUTERONOMY 32:15

But Jeshurun waxed fat, and kicked: thou art waxen fat, thou art
grown thick, thou art covered with fatness; then he forsook God
which made him, and lightly esteemed the Rock of his salvation.

Jeshurun, means the upright. But alas! how changed!

DEUTERONOMY 32:16-18

They provoked him to jealousy with strange gods, with
abominations provoked they him to anger. (17) They sacrificed
unto devils, not to God; to gods whom they knew not, to new
gods that came newly up, whom your fathers feared not. (18) Of
the Rock that begat thee thou art unmindful, and hast forgotten
God that formed thee.

What a melancholy picture of rebellion, folly, and sin, to
forget Gob, to forsake him, to be unmindful of the rock of his
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strength. Alas! who should have conceived the possibility of
the thing itself. But this is not all, Israel added provocations to
neglect, and took up with dunghill deities. And observe their
character; these gods were not only contemptible in
themselves, but gods they knew not. Moreover, they were
newly risen up, as if gods, like mushrooms, came up in a
night. Neither was this all, they were devils, and such as their
fathers feared not. How striking is that expostulation of Gob
by the prophet: Hath a nation changed their gods, which yet
are no gods? but my people have changed their glory, for that
which doth not profit? Jeremiah 2:11. Reader! is there
nothing in all this, in which your heart, and mine, can find a
too just resemblance.

DEUTERONOMY 32:19
And when the LORD saw /t, he abhorred them, because of the
provoking of his sons, and of his daughters.

Of all sin, and sinners, nothing is so aggravated as in those
instances, where a nearness of affection should have induced
the reverse. An holy Gob must hate sin, as sin, wherever it be
found. But in his children, it appears in the strongest colors.
Psalm 55:12, 13.

DEUTERONOMY 32:20-25

And he said, | will hide my face from them, | will see what their
end shall be: for they are a very froward generation, children in
whom /s no faith. (21) They have moved me to jealousy with that
which is not God; they have provoked me to anger with their
vanities: and | will move them to jealousy with those which are
not a people; | will provoke them to anger with a foolish nation.
(22) For a fire is kindled in mine anger, and shall burn unto the
lowest hell, and shall consume the earth with her increase, and
set on fire the foundations of the mountains. (23) | will heap
mischiefs upon them; | will spend mine arrows upon them. (24)
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They shall be burnt with hunger, and devoured with burning heat,
and with bitter destruction: | will also send the teeth of beasts
upon them, with the poison of serpents of the dust. (25) The
sword without, and terror within, shall destroy both the young
man and the virgin, the suckling a/so with the man of gray hairs.

The judgments here threatened, will be found in
correspondence to their sin. They forsake Gob, and he
withdraws the favor of his countenance from them. They
provoke him to jealousy with strange gods; and Israel shall
be provoked to jealousy with the call of the Gentiles. The
Apostle Paul, under the HoLy GHoOST, explains it so in the
conversion of the Gentiles. Romans 10:19. And when we
consider the happy state of Israel when in Canaan, and
compare it with the desolations of Israel in their captivity in
Babylon, their ruin in Jerusalem, after our LORD’'S return to
glory, and their dispersion at the present hour over the earth;
who can help remarking the just judgments of the LORD, as
here awfully described, falling upon that people! See Jeremiah
52:4-11. Matthew 24:15-21.

DEUTERONOMY 32:26-27

I said, | would scatter them into corners, | would make the
remembrance of them to cease from among men: (27) Were it
not that | feared the wrath of the enemy, lest their adversaries
should behave themselves strangely, and lest they should say, Our
hand /s high, and the LORD hath not done all this.

Here is a little brightening up in those verses. But Reader!
pause, to remark with me, how our Gobp over-rules the malice
of their enemies, to work for his people's good. We have
striking examples in holy writ, where Gob's people make use
of this plea to find Gob's favor. See Exodus 32:11, 12. Joshua
7:9. And may we not from hence, and from our own
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experience, draw this certain conclusion, that the LORD
absolutely lays the foundation, sometimes, of the peculiar
mercies he manifests to his hidden ones, on the very malice
of their enemies! That is a very strong passage in the Psalms
in proof: Psalm 105:25.

DEUTERONOMY 32:28-29

For they are a nation void of counsel, neither /s there any
understanding in them. (29) O that they were wise, that they
understood this, that they would consider their latter end!

Even people void of understanding, in divine truths, may
consider the sure consequence of sin. The wages of sin is,
and must be death. Romans 6:23.

DEUTERONOMY 32:30-38

How should one chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand to
flight, except their Rock had sold them, and the LORD had shut
them up? (31) For their rock /s not as our Rock, even our enemies
themselves being judges. (32) For their vine /s of the vine of
Sodom, and of the fields of Gomorrah: their grapes are grapes of
gall, their clusters are bitter: (33) Their wine /s the poison of
dragons, and the cruel venom of asps. (34) /s not this laid up in
store with me, and sealed up among my treasures? (35) To me
belongeth vengeance, and recompence; their foot shall slide in
due time: for the day of their calamity /s at hand, and the things
that shall come upon them make haste. (36) For the LORD shall
judge his people, and repent himself for his servants, when he
seeth that their power is gone, and there is none shut up, or left.
(37) And he shall say, Where are their gods, their rock in whom
they trusted, (38) Which did eat the fat of their sacrifices, and
drank the wine of their drink offerings? let them rise up and help
you, and be your protection.

There are two ways of reading those verses. If we consider
the words, How should one Israelite chase a thousand? we
must then view the salvation of Israel, as effected by Gop.
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But if we consider the words, rather as corresponding to a
deserted state by reason of Israel's sin, it will then appear;
that the timidity of Israel ariseth, in that the LorD hath given
them into the hands of their enemies. See Isaiah 30:17. The
contrast drawn between the confidence of Gob's enemies, and
the Gobp of his people's confidence in those verses is beautiful.
But Reader, remark with me, the graciousness of Gob, and
the LoRD’s pity over his people, when they are brought down
to a low estate. See Leviticus 26:40-43.

DEUTERONOMY 32:39

See now that I, even |, am he, and there /s no god with me: I kill,
and | make alive; | wound, and | heal: neither /s there any that
can deliver out of my hand.

Observe how Gobp asserts his own sovereignty. It is worthy
the Reader's observation, how Moses in the close of his day of
grace, is reminded of what the LorD said to him, on the first
opening of that day: “l am, that | am.” Exodus 3:14. Reader!
do not overlook the person of Jesus in this. John 8:59. How
precious to a dying believer, the revelation, that He that was,
and is, and is to come, is the eternal I am, who begun, hath
carried on, and will complete his great salvation; being the
same yesterday, and today, and forever. Hebrews 13:8. |
would have the Reader to observe in those verses, the LORD’S
awful declarations upon the enemies of his people. And it is
an awful thought; is not Gob, as much pledged to execute his
threats, as to fulfil his promises? Doth he say, if any man love
not the LORD JESus CHRIST, let him be Anathema, Maranatha,
and can it be otherwise? 1 Corinthians 16:22. | beg the
Reader to remark with me, how graciously the song
concludes. It is full of joy and peace, to Gob's people. Gob will
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enlarge the borders of his people: he will avenge them of all
their enemies; and the glory of Gob shall be upon them. If we
read those words in a gospel sense, they are still more
beautiful and refreshing. In Jesus shall all the house of Israel
be justified, and shall glory: the multitude of the isles shall
stretch out their hands unto Gob. And while his people
rejoice, their enemies shall be destroyed: the Gob of peace
will bruise Satan under their feet shortly. Romans 16:20.

DEUTERONOMY 32:40-48

For | lift up my hand to heaven, and say, | live for ever. (41) If |
whet my glittering sword, and mine hand take hold on judgment;
I will render vengeance to mine enemies, and will reward them
that hate me. (42) I will make mine arrows drunk with blood, and
my sword shall devour flesh; and that with the blood of the slain
and of the captives, from the beginning of revenges upon the
enemy. (43) Rejoice, O ye nations, with his people: for he will
avenge the blood of his servants, and will render vengeance to his
adversaries, and will be merciful unto his land, and to his people.
(44) And Moses came and spake all the words of this song in the
ears of the people, he, and Hoshea the son of Nun. (45) And
Moses made an end of speaking all these words to all Israel: (46)
And he said unto them, Set your hearts unto all the words which |
testify among you this day, which ye shall command your children
to observe to do, all the words of this law. (47) For it /s not a vain
thing for you; because it /s your life: and through this thing ye
shall prolong your days in the land, whither ye go over Jordan to
possess it. (48) And the LORD spake unto Moses that selfsame
day, saying,

When Moses had finished his song, which he delivered not
only in the hearing of the people, but particularly of Joshua,
his successor, as if that he might be a witness both for the
LorD and for himself, he makes a short observation upon the
whole: and as a dying pastor, again, and again, affectionately
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entreats them to be wise unto salvation after his departure.
See a beautiful example of this kind in Paul. Acts 20:28-37.

DEUTERONOMY 32:49-50

Get thee up into this mountain Abarim, vnto mount Nebo, which /s
in the land of Moab, that /s over against Jericho; and behold the
land of Canaan, which | give unto the children of Israel for a
possession: (50) And die in the mount whither thou goest up, and
be gathered unto thy people; as Aaron thy brother died in mount
Hor, and was gathered unto his people:

What can a true believer in Jesus desire more, when he hath
finished his day as an hireling, and seen the LoRD’s CHRIST like
Simeon, than to depart in peace according to Gob's word.
What is there worth living for! nay, rather what is there not
worth dying for! Oh for the spirit and desires of holy Paul!
Philippians 1:23.

DEUTERONOMY 32:51-52

Because ye trespassed against me among the children of Israel at
the waters of Meribah-Kadesh, in the wilderness of Zin; because
ye sanctified me not in the midst of the children of Israel. (52) Yet
thou shalt see the land before thee; but thou shalt not go thither
unto the land which | give the children of Israel.

There is great mercy in the LorD’Ss reminding Moses of Aaron's
death. But how precious is it to the believer in Jesus, to
recollect in his dying hours, that CHRIST hath gone before to
the grave, and through that passage to glory. Oh! for faith,
lively faith, to be conformed to the lovely image of Jesus in all
things. There can be no doubt, but that the view Moses had
of the promised land, was accompanied with an assurance in
the covenant righteousness of redemption by the promised
seed, that though he entered not upon the possession of an
earthly Canaan, be should enjoy the heavenly Jerusalem.
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Dear LORD! let this be the portion of both writer and reader, if
it be thy heavenly will, and then it matters not on what
mount, in what place, at what time, or in what manner the
summons for our dismission is given. To live will be CHRIsT,
and to die will be gain. Philippians 1:21.

REFLECTIONS

PAUSE, and behold, the beautifulness of holiness, and of
praise, in the conduct of a dying pastor, like Moses; and in
the outlines of this hymn, behold how becoming it is to be
faithful. Heaven and earth must witness at the last day for
every faithful servant of Jesus, if he hath kept back nothing
that was profitable for the people; and though the people be
not gathered, yet he hath delivered his own soul.

Reader! may it be your happiness and mine, in viewing the
LorD's love to his church, and the series of mercies
manifested towards his people, to discover, in a spiritual
sense, the same gracious hand bringing us out of Egypt, and
bearing us as upon eagles wings all the way through of our
eventful journey. Oh! thou most gracious Gobp! in every view
which my soul is enabled to take of thy love towards me; and
in all thy three-fold characters of Person, thou hast been my
FATHER, and the guide of my youth. My Saviour, and the
Redeemer of my soul; my Sanctifier, and the helper of all my
ways. Oh! grant that I may not, like Israel of old, forget the
Gop of my mercies, and lightly esteem the rock of my
salvation. Do thou perfect that, gracious Gob, concerning me,
which thou hast begun, for thou art indeed a rock, and thy
work is perfect. It is of thine own free grace thou hast
planned salvation, by thine own power thou hast formed it,
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and wilt execute it. In thine everlasting love, in the eternal
purposes of thy counsel, by the blood and righteousness of
JEsus, and by thine own grace, and the influences of the HoLy
GHosST, in the hearts of thy people, thou wilt accomplish and
complete it: and shall 1 doubt thy gracious purposes
concerning me? Be thou my rock, my JEHOVAH JESUS, to which
I may alway resort; for thou hast promised to help me;
therefore into thine hands do I commit my spirit, for thou hast
redeemed me, O LoRD, thou Gob of truth.

CHAPTER 33

CONTENTS

The man of Gob here finisheth the whole of his ministry with
Israel. Nothing remained after the Song but to bless Israel in
the LORD'S name; and this he doth partly in a spirit of
prophecy, in telling each tribe of Israel of some of the most
remarkable events which would follow them, and partly in a
spirit of prayer; of what he hoped the LOorRD would bless them
with. He concludes the Chapter with a most animated
apostrophe, both of the blessedness of the Gob of Israel, and
of the Israel of Gop.

DEUTERONOMY 33:1
And this /s the blessing, wherewith Moses the man of God blessed
the children of Israel before his death.

I beg the Reader in the opening of this Chapter, finally, and
fully to remember once more the motto to be kept in view
through all Moses's writings, Moses wrote of CHRIST. And
while | request the Reader to be looking out for the LORD
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JESUS in every verse; | desire him no less to remark with me,
the superiority of the LorD JEsus over his servant Moses. The
man of Gob closes his life and ministry, with praying for the
blessing of the people. JEsus commands it. His language is,
FATHER / will. John 17:24. Reader! take a leisurely, and close
survey of the man of Gob, closing his ministry, and figure to
yourself if you can, anything more interesting. Such should be
the close of all faithful ministers! What can be more sweet
and endearing, than to behold a faithful pastor, in such a
spirit and frame of mind, taking a last farewell, in looking up
to his great Head, and looking round upon the people,
pouring out praise and prayer. Reader! do not forget to look
at the ever blessed Jesus, as represented, Luke 24:50, 51.

DEUTERONOMY 33:2

And he said, The LORD came from Sinai, and rose up from Seir
unto them; he shined forth from mount Paran, and he came with
ten thousands of saints: from his right hand went a fiery law for
them.

Moses begins his blessing, with looking first at him that
blesseth. What begins in Gopb, will end in Gob. Mount Seir,
and Mount Paran, were two mountains some little distance
from Mount Sinai. And it is probable, that when the LorD
came down upon Mount Sinai, the reflection of the glory
shined upon those two mountains. The first giving of the law
was accompanied with splendor, and the retinue of angels:
for the law is said to be given by the disposition of angels.
Acts 7:53. Galatians 3:19. Hebrews 2:2. The second
revelation of the fulfilled law by the Son of Gop, when he shall
come again without sin unto salvation, it is said, will be
accompanied with angels. Jude 14, 15. The law is called a
fiery law, because, it was given out of the midst of the fire of
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Mount Sinai. Deuteronomy 4:33. And is it not equally a fiery
law now, under the gospel, when it is brought home to the
sinner's heart, in a way of conviction, by the Spirit of
judgment, and the Spirit of burning. Compare, Isaiah 4:4.
with John 16:8.

DEUTERONOMY 33:3
Yea, he loved the people; all his saints are in thy hand: and they
sat down at thy feet; every one shall receive of thy words.

Sweet and beautiful expression, to denote Gob's love and care
of his people. They are within his grasp; they are held, and
upheld by him. And tell me, my brother, if you and I are of his
people, and in his hand, who, or what shall unclasp the arms
of omnipotency? Romans 8:35. Oh! precious, precious
thought! LorD enable me to live more upon it.

DEUTERONOMY 33:4-5

Moses commanded us a law, even the inheritance of the
congregation of Jacob. (5) And he was king in Jeshurun, when the
heads of the people and the tribes of Israel were gathered
together.

If Moses be meant here as the king of Jeshurun, we may
admire the modesty of the man. He never assumed the title
himself; he did not affect to be called so; and seemed to be
not anxious to preserve his name in the earth. For we never
hear of the sons of Moses, but we do of the sons of Aaron.

DEUTERONOMY 33:6
Let Reuben live, and not die; and let not his men be few.

It is remarkable that Moses begins with Israel's eldest son. By
birthright, no doubt, this was his privilege. Yet he had
forfeited it. See Genesis 49:3, 4. It is hardly possible to
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consider the family of the Reubenites, taking up their rest on
this side Canaan, without finding the soul going forth in
prayer to Gob, LORD grant that | may not, like Reuben, sit
down short of Jesus’s kingdom! Hebrews 11:14-16.

DEUTERONOMY 33:7

And this /s the blessing of Judah: and he said, Hear, LORD, the
voice of Judah, and bring him unto his people: let his hands be
sufficient for him; and be thou an help fo A/m from his enemies.

Observe, Simeon is passed over, whose turn by right of
heirship, in the line of Jacob's sons it was. But perhaps as this
tribe was in after ages incorporated with that of Judah; and
Moses, by the spirit of prophecy, knowing this would be the
case, meant to include both. Or whether, because the father,
Jacob himself had marked his son Simeon with disgrace,
Moses omitted him, | do not presume to say. Genesis 49:5.
But of Judah there is much to say. The tribe of Judah is
honored above all others, because our LORD sprang out of
Judah, according to the flesh. Hebrews 7:14. The blessing is
very peculiar, that the LorD would hear his voice, alluding
perhaps to the very person of the LORD JESuS, in his office of
intercessor. And that he would bring him to his people,
perhaps referring to the time of JEsus appearing upon earth,
for the salvation of his people. And that he would be an help
to him from his enemies: probably the conquest of the
spiritual Judah in view, in his destruction of sin, Satan, and
death! These scriptures are express in point, if so; John
11:42. Genesis 49:10. and Psalm 89:20.

DeEuTERONOMY 33:8-11
And of Levi he said, Let thy Thummim and thy Urim be with thy
holy one, whom thou didst prove at Massah, and with whom thou
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didst strive at the waters of Meribah; (9) Who said unto his father
and to his mother, I have not seen him; neither did he
acknowledge his brethren, nor knew his own children: for they
have observed thy word, and kept thy covenant. (10) They shall
teach Jacob thy judgments, and lIsrael thy law: they shall put
incense before thee, and whole burnt sacrifice upon thine altar.
(11) Bless, LORD, his substance, and accept the work of his
hands: smite through the loins of them that rise against him, and
of them that hate him, that they rise not again.

Moses dwells much upon the tribe of Levi, But it is
remarkable, that though he himself was of that tribe, yet he
never once mentions his relationship. It is precious to remark
the humility of Moses. And yet more so, when we connect
with it the grace of the LorRD in him, from whom that humility
originated. The prayer of Moses for the blessing of Levi in the
priesthood is striking. The Urim and the Thumnim, signified
lights and perfections, qualities eminently necessary to be
joined to the priesthood. But where among the sons of Levi,
must we look for them? With thee only, blessed Jesus, who
art indeed the holy one, and the only holy one of JEHOVAH:
can we find these things, and with thee, they are forever. The
waters of Meribah, and Massah, were monuments of the
fallibility of human priesthood. Perhaps the period alluded to,
of Levi's faithfulness, was as related. Exodus 32:27, 28.

DEUTERONOMY 33:12

And of Benjamin he said, The beloved of the LORD shall dwell in
safety by him; and the LORD shall cover him all the day long, and
he shall dwell between his shoulders.

The tribes'are not mentioned regularly, according to the
priority of birthright; but perhaps Moses was directed by the
HoLy GHosT. | would have the Reader take particular notice of
the title of Benjamin, the beloved of the LorD. Benjamin was
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the beloved Son of his Father Jacob. But the beloved of the
LorD infinitely surpasseth the highest love of men. Doth not
the Reader behold in this, somewhat typical of him, who is
the only begotten and beloved SoN, who lay in the bosom of
the FATHER before all worlds? Compare lIsaiah 42:1. with
Matthew 3:17.

DEuUTERONOMY 33:13-17

And of Joseph he said, Blessed of the LORD be his land, for the
precious things of heaven, for the dew, and for the deep that
coucheth beneath, (14) And for the precious fruits brought forth
by the sun, and for the precious things put forth by the moon,
(15) And for the chief things of the ancient mountains, and for the
precious things of the lasting hills, (16) And for the precious things
of the earth and fulness thereof, and for the good will of him that
dwelt in the bush: let the blessing come upon the head of Joseph,
and upon the top of the head of him that was separated from his
brethren. (17) His glory /s /ike the firstling of his bullock, and his
horns are like the horns of unicorns: with them he shall push the
people together to the ends of the earth: and they are the ten
thousands of Ephraim, and they are the thousands of Manasseh.

The blessing of Joseph is very striking, and deserves the
closest attention, from the interest all true believers in CHRIST
have in it. It is true, Joseph was separated from his brethren
when sold into Egypt, and separated from his Father's home:
but the spiritual illustration of this, and the typical reference it
had to the person of the LorD JEsus, in all which Joseph was
as an eminent a type of JEsus as almost any one character in
the scripture, demands, that we should look much beyond
Joseph the Son of Israel, for the real, spiritual meaning of this
blessing of the man of Gob. Joseph, as the head of a tribe of
Israel, was indeed much blessed with the precious things of
heaven, and the precious things put forth by the sun, and by
the moon: but it was the good will of him that dwelt in the
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bush, (even Jesus, who appeared to Moses at the bush),
which sanctified and crowned the whole. But what |1 would
more particularly desire the Reader to take notice of in this
blessing of the man of Gob that he prayed all those mercies
might be in the lot of Joseph, on account of /A/s dweller in the
bush. The words might be rendered, and perhaps ought
strictly to have been so rendered, for the good will of him, my
aweller in the bush. As if Moses meant to say, my dweller is
him that dwelt there, when first he manifested himself to me,
as my covenant head and Savior, who had undertaken, and in
the fulness of time, would appear for the accomplishment of
salvation. Hence the man of Gob, when in the full prospect of
death, dwells so sweetly upon it, and seeks all blessings upon
the head of Joseph, on this sole account. Here Reader! is the
great secret of religion. If the good will of Jesus be in our
mercies, this puts a sweetness, and gives an enjoyment to all.
But if this be wanting, it is not all the precious things brought
forth by the sun, or the precious things put forth by the
moon, can give real comfort to the soul. Reader! pray be
diligent in your seeking for this coronet mercy, to crown the
whole in your experience.

DEUTERONOMY 33:18
And of Zebulun he said, Rejoice, Zebulun, in thy going out; and,
Issachar, in thy tents.

Zebulun, and /ssachar, were the sons of Jacob, by Leah;,
hence Moses hath included both under one blessing. If we
interpret the prophecy according to gospel terms, perhaps it
will be found that the going out, and abiding in the tents,
implies both the propagating the gospel abroad, and rejoicing
in it at home. See Isaiah 9:1, 2.
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DEuUTERONOMY 33:19

They shall call the people unto the mountain; there they shall
offer sacrifices of righteousness: for they shall suck of the
abundance of the seas, and oftreasures hid in the sand.

This verse throws a further light upon the former. The
mountain of the LorD, hath always been considered in
scripture terms, as referring to the gospel of JeEsus. lsaiah
25:6-8. Micah 4:1, 2.

DeuTERONOMY 33:20
And of Gad he said, Blessed be he that enlargeth Gad: he dwelleth
as a lion, and teareth the arm with the crown of the head.

It was said of Gad, by Jacob his Father, that a troop should
overcome him, but that he should overcome at the last.
Genesis 49:19. And is not Gad, a figure of all Gob's people,
who are variously exercised: and as it should seem frequently
overcome by troops of sins, troops of oppressors, troops of
enemies from the world, the flesh, and the devil? but yet,
concerning whom, victory is not doubtful, for they shall
certainly at last overcome every foe, by the blood of the LAmB.
Revelation 12:11.

DEUTERONOMY 33:21

And he provided the first part for himself, because there, in a
portion of the lawgiver, was he seated; and he came with the
heads of the people, he executed the justice of the LORD, and his
judgments with Israel.

The seat here spoken of, probably referred to the situation of
Gad, on the other side Jordan Deuteronomy 4:43. Joshua
dismissed the Gadites with a blessing after the war was over;
see Joshua. Joshua 4:12. with 22:7, 8.
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DEUTERONOMY 33:22
And of Dan he said, Dan /s a lion's whelp: he shall leap from
Bashan.

Taking, this blessing in a temporal sense, perhaps it might
refer to the victories of Samson, who sprung from this tribe;
or to the tribe itself, whose exploits are rehearsed. Judges 18.
But if we read the promise, with an eye to spiritual blessings
in CHRIST JESus, to leap from Bashan, may imply the victory
believers obtain over all their foes, when coming from Zion,
the hill of JeHovAaH. Jesus complained in his unequalled
sufferings, that the strong bulls of Bashan, had beset him
around; meaning no doubt, the chief priests and elders of
GobD's house. See Psalm 22:12, compared with Psalm 68:15,
16.

DEUTERONOMY 33:23

And of Naphtali he said, O Naphtali, satisfied with favour, and full
with the blessing of the LORD: possess thou the west and the
south.

There is much of gospel in this blessing of Naphtali. And no
doubt, Moses had an eye to spiritual things in his prophecy of
it. And what is it to be full with the blessing of JEHOvAH, but, in
his three-fold character of Person, to enjoy the FATHER's love,
the Redeemer's grace, and the HoLy GHosT's fellowship?
Reader! may it be your portion and mine, to have this fulness,
and we shall then possess a Naphtali's portion. It may not be
unacceptable to the Reader, to add, that Capernaum, of
which we hear so much in our LorD'S days, belonged to
Naphtali.

DEUTERONOMY 33:24-25
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And of Asher he said, Let Asher be blessed with children; let him
be acceptable to his brethren, and let him dip his foot in oil. (25)
Thy shoes shall be iron and brass; and as thy days, so shall thy
strength be.

Asher’s blessing, is one of the general blessings of all the
spiritual seed of Israel. As the day of Gob's people is, so shall
be their strength. Once known, and they must be acceptable
to the brethren of the LorD JEsus, for they are accepted of the
FATHER, in the beloved. Ephesians 1:6. And what could be
more suited, as a general close to the blessing of the tribes of
Israel, than a general assurance to all Israel, of favor and
acceptance, both with Gob and man and grace suited to every
occasion. Gracious Gob! let these blessings be the portion of
both writer and Reader, and let Jesus to crown the whole be
ours, and all will be well!

DEUTERONOMY 33:26
There is none like unto the God of Jeshurun, w#o rideth upon the
heaven in thy help, and in his excellency on the sky.

It is remarkable, how holy men of old, when under the SpIrRIT
of the Lorp, break out in the midst of their office of blessing
his people, with blessing the Gob of his people. Thus dying
Jacob, in the midst of blessing his children, cries out, | have
waited for thy salvation, O LorD. Genesis 49:18. And here
Moses breaks out in a commendation of the Gob of Jeshurun.
Reader! observe with me how very sweet and striking this,
and the following three last verses of Moses are, in praising
the Gop of Israel, and in commending the Israel of Gob. They
are the last word's of this great man, and the last words of
great men, are always particularly to be attended to. In this
verse, he pours out his praises upon lIsrael's Gob. There is
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none like him, saith Moses. And he instanceth this, in those
two grand distinctions of character, his sovereignty, and his
glory. How sweet, how very sweet and dear are those
perfections to the contemplation of his people. By the one,
they are secured in his power, and by the other, in his love.
Oh! that you and I, Reader, may know our covenant GobD in
CHRIST, in both.

DEUTERONOMY 33:27-29

The eternal God /s thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting
arms: and he shall thrust out the enemy from before thee; and
shall say, Destroy them. (28) Israel then shall dwell in safety
alone: the fountain of Jacob shall be upon a land of corn and
wine; also his heavens shall drop down dew. (29) Happy art thou,
O Israel: who /s like unto thee, O people saved by the LORD, the
shield of thy help, and who /s the sword of thy excellency! and
thine enemies shall be found liars unto thee; and thou shalt tread
upon their high places.

The man of Gob, having poured out his praises on Israel's
GoDp, now bestows his commendation on Israel. They have
the eternal Gobp for their refuge. JEHOVAH is engaged in all his
covenant relations for their defense. He will protect, and
govern, and bless, and rejoice over them; nay, he will not
only protect, and govern, and bless them, but he will destroy
their enemies. And when he hath thrust out all before them,
they shall dwell securely in their Gop; they shalt abound with
a fulness of all blessings; corn and wine shall be their
sustenance, and their heavens shall drop down dew. If we
read these things as temporal mercies, we must read them
with certain limitations. It is sad to consider how Israel, in
after ages, forfeited these things by their disobedience and
ingratitude. But if we read them spiritually, and with an eye to
the gospel church of the LorD Jesus, (and which no doubt, is
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the chief sense of the words), to what a degree of greatness
and sublimity do the blessings then rise to our view? Reader!
look at the gospel church of the LorD JEsus; and see the
Israel of Gob in him! Here indeed, the eternal Gob is the
refuge of his people; for in the Covenant of redemption, in
the blood and righteousness of Jesus, all the perfections of
the GoDHEAD are made over in an everlasting covenant, which
cannot be broken, for the eternal security of his people. And
Gob is not only the support and security of his people; but he
is their refuge, their hiding place, their everlasting, and
eternal home. Hence one of old, calls the LorD his hiding
place, and bids his soul to return to his rest. See Psalms 46:1.
32:7. 90:1. 116:7. And how is the church of the LoRD JESUS
provided for? Every individual believer of it, hath the charter
of all these blessings secured to him, in the blood of the cove-
nant. Gob the FATHER is his, in all his covenant relations.
JEsus, in his person, offices, and character; and the HoLy
GHosT, with all his gracious influences. These mercies are the
fountain of Jacob here spoken of, because they are fountain
mercies indeed, which send off streams innumerable, to make
glad the city of Gop. These are the heavens which drop down
their dew upon the church, and every individual believer of it,
to refresh, to comfort, to enlarge, and make fruitful. Well
might the man of Gob, in a review of these things, and well
may every one interested in them, echo to the same, and cry
out, as he did, Happy art thou, O Israel, who is like unto thee,
O people, saved by the LoRrD!

REFLECTIONS

231



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

PAUSE, My soul, over the perusal of this most delightful
Chapter, and while the man of Gob is pronouncing these
blessings over the people of Israel: see, whether you can
now, by virtue of an union with the true spiritual LORD of
Israel, claim an interest in these mercies, and call yourself by
the name of Jacob, and surname yourself by the name of
Israel.

Israel of old, was a chosen generation, for Gob the FATHER
chose them in CHRIST JEsus before the foundation of the
world. And if I belong to Israel now, have | not been chosen
in him, and ordained by him to be of the chosen generation,
an holy nation, a peculiar people, to show forth the praises of
him who hath called me out of darkness into his marvellous
light. My soul! is it so with thee? Am | the purchase of Jesus’
blood, the subject of the HoLy GHosT's fellowship: and do |
enjoy communion with the FATHER, and with his Son JEsus
CHRIST? Then shall 1, as Israel, dwell in safety. My Gop will
thrust out the enemy from before me, and will say, destroy
them. The eternal Gob is my refuge, and underneath are the
everlasting arms.

CHAPTER 34

CONTENTS

Here is related to us, the account of Moses' death. To whose
pen we are indebted for the relation of it, under the HoLy
GHOST, /5 not said. The LORD gives his servant a view of the
promised land: to which is added, the account of his death
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and burial, the mourning of Israel for Moses, and the
appointment of Joshua as his successor.

DEUTERONOMY 34:1

And Moses went up from the plains of Moab unto the mountain of
Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, that /s over against Jericho. And the
LORD shewed him all the land of Gilead, unto Dan,

Moses' ascension to the top of Pisgah, for the purpose of
seeing the holy land, opens to our contemplation a very
interesting subject. Do not all believers in Jesus, truly behold
with an eye of faith, that upper brighter world, of which this
Canaan was a type? what is it to see the land that is very far
off, when once the eye of the soul hath seen the king in his
beauty, but to see Gob's covenant love in JEsus, his grace, his
salvation, his sure promises, as yea and Amen, and firmly
made over to the soul, in the blood and righteousness of a
Redeemer? Reader, if the LORD gives to you, and to me, that
firm and well-founded assurance in Jesus, of an interest in
him, so that we die as we have lived, upon those sure
principles; is not this to ascend, like Moses the top of Pisgah,
and by faith, behold the glory that shall be revealed.

DEUTERONOMY 34:2-4

And all Naphtali, and the land of Ephraim, and Manasseh, and all
the land of Judah, unto the utmost sea, (3) And the south, and
the plain of the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees, unto Zoar.
(4) And the LORD said unto him, This /s the land which | sware
unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying, | will give it
unto thy seed: | have caused thee to see J/t with thine eyes, but
thou shalt not go over thither.

Observe, it is said, that the LorRD showed it to him. Yes! every
view and every renewed view, as well as the first
manifestations of divine favor flow from Gob's grace, not our
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deserts. Hence Paul prays for the Ephesian church, that Gob
would give them the spirit of wisdom, and revelation in the
knowledge of Jesus. Ephesians 1:17, 18.

DEUTERONOMY 34:5
So Moses the servant of the LORD died there in the land of Moab,
according to the word of the LORD.

Here we arrive to the close of all in Moses. He felt that
sentence which passeth upon all men, because all have
sinned. Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.
Genesis 3:19. But Reader! observe his character. He is said to
have been the servant of JEHOVAH, the saint of Gob. And we
know from the authority of the HoLy GHosT, that precious in
the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints. Psalm 116:15.
The expression of Moses' death in the original, is, as if Moses
had died upon the very mouth of the LorRD. The Jews say, that
he breathed out his soul from the body, as with a kiss of love
from the LorDp. Certain it is, that it was according to the word
of the LorD. According to the interest and union he had with
the uncreated word: precious death!

DEUTERONOMY 34:6
And he buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, over against
Bethpeor: but no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day.

Concerning his burial, we have but a short account. But, short
as it is, nothing can be more honourable. The LorD himself
buried him, and no eye was privy to it. Probably to prevent
any superstitious notions concerning him. We are informed by
the HoLy GHosT, in his servant Jude's Epistle, that the devil
disputed with Michael concerning his body. Jude 9. Sweet
thought to the believer! the same power that buried Moses,

234



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

raised JEsus; and the same power which raised Jesus from the
dead, is engaged to quicken our mortal bodies by his spirit
that dwelleth in us, Romans 8:11. Reader! if JEsus be now
your living head, fear not to go down to the grave, in your
dying moment: for he speaks to you, as he once did to the
Patriarch, concerning the Egypt of the soul: Fear not to go
down into Egypt, | will go with thee. Genesis 46:3. In that
hour, and down that valley, Jesus thy Almighty head will go
with thee. He loves thee living, dying, and forever. Oh! for
strong, ardent, lively faith, to believe the record Gob hath
given of his Son. 1 John 5:11.

DEUTERONOMY 34:7
And Moses was an hundred and twenty years old when he died:
his eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated.

The promise, Thou shalt go down to the grave in a good old
age, was remarkably fulfilled, in the instance of Moses. If the
Reader will consult the genealogy of Moses he will discover,
that his Maker, grandfather, and great grandfather, were all
older when they died than himself. Amram his father was 137
years at his death. Kohath his grandfather 133, and Lev/ his
great grandfather 137. See Exodus 6:16-20.

DEUTERONOMY 34:8

And the children of Israel wept for Moses in the plains of Moab
thirty days: so the days of weeping and mourning for Moses were
ended.

The mourning of Israel for Moses, was decent and proper. We
are not commanded to refrain from mourning, only we are not
to sorrow as without hope. Oh! what a difference hath the
death and resurrection of Jesus put in the circumstances of
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death! To true believers in CHRIST, our charnel-house is but
our chamber-house, whither we retire after the example of
the LOrRD JEsus, to rest the wearied limbs of mortality. And
what a sweet perfume hath his sacred body given to the dust
of death! Reader! never forget that the first clear and distinct
views of the future mansions of the blessed, were seen from
the tomb of Jesus. John 20:17.

DEUTERONOMY 34:9

And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom; for
Moses had laid his hands upon him: and the children of lIsrael
hearkened unto him, and did as the LORD commanded Moses.

We are here first introduced into an acquaintance with
Joshua, as the successor of Moses. Joshua is well known
before as a faithful follower of the LorD, but not as the leader
of the LORD’S people. Moses must first be buried before that
CHRIST can be fully known and received. Moses must die in
Moab, to our view, before that CHRIST can be sought after to
bring us over Jordan. The law can go no further than Jordan.
It is Jesus alone in his blessed gospel, which brings life and
immortality to light.

DEUTERONOMY 34:10-12

And there arose not a prophet since in Israel like unto Moses,
whom the LORD knew face to face, (11) In all the signs and the
wonders, which the LORD sent him to do in the land of Egypt to
Pharaoh, and to all his servants, and to all his land, (12) And in all
that mighty hand, and in all the great terror which Moses shewed
in the sight of all Israel.

Very honourable testimony is given to Moses, as a servant of
JEHOVAH; and the HoLy GHOST confirms it in another part of the
sacred writings; when pointing out the superiority of the LORD
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JEsus in his divine office and character. Hebrews 3:5, 6. And
here, Reader, we drop Moses. He hath served his generation,
and by the will of Gop, is fallen asleep, and hath seen
corruption; but he to whom Moses ministered saw no
corruption: but when he had finished redemption work on
earth, returned to glory there to complete the whole, by
appearing in the presence of Gob for us. Hail, holy, blessed,
dearest JEsus! may our eyes unceasingly gaze on thee, now
thou art returned to thy kingdom above, angels, principalities,
and powers, being made subject unto thee.

REFLECTIONS

FAREWELL, Moses! thou faithful servant of the most high
Gop! thou highly favoured, highly honored herald of my ever
adored Redeemer! Thy memory shall be ever dear to me: for
under the sweet and precious influences of the HoLy GHosT,
thou hast informed me of things which I knew not, and
brought to my knowledge such truths as are past finding out.
But chiefly do | desire to honour thy memory, in acting as a
schoolmaster to bring me to Jesus. Here | value thee as more
precious than gold; for whatever tends to reveal to my soul
the person and righteousness of Gob my Saviour, would |
esteem more than my necessary food.

The very thought of Jesus fires my soul. And when | trace in
the eventful history of Moses, and in his writings, that he
pointed only to Jesus, | long to have my soul brought yet
more and more under the HoLy GHosT, in his teaching to
discover JEsus.
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And do | not see in Moses himself, and in all his ministry,
somewhat, which by faint figures, or more pointed similitudes,
testifies of Jesus! If Moses acted as the messenger of
JEHOVAH; became, as occasions required, the prophet, the
priest, the king of Jeshurun: if Moses stood between JEHOVAH,
and the people as the Mediator: if this man led out the LORD’S
people, delivered them from Pharaoh, wrought miracles,
subdued  kingdoms, appointed statutes, established
ordinances, gave a law to Israel, and taught precepts to
Jacob; what were all these and as many more, but so many
representations of the LORD JESUS?

Didst not thou, blessed Jesus, act as the messenger of
JEHOVAH, when thou camest to our spiritual Egypt, to deliver
thy people out of captivity? In all thy ministry, righteousness,
and salvation, wast not thou the sent, the sealed, the
anointed of thy FATHER? And wast not thou the great prophet,
priest, and king of thy people? If Moses stood between
JEHOVAH and lIsrael, as a Mediator, how much more thou? for
Moses never could have stood, but as thy representative,
none but thyself could turn away divine wrath, or make
atonement but in thy blood. If Moses, acting as the minister
of JEHOvAH, opened a way through the Red Sea, what was
this, but as typical of that new and living way, which thou
hast opened in thy blood and righteousness, for thy ransomed
ones to pass over, when mountains of sin on every side, and
the enemy, like Pharaoh, is behind, hastening on to destroy
thy chosen? And if Moses' meekness forsook him not, amidst
all the contumacy, ingratitude, and rebellion of Israel, what
was Moses meekness compared to thine, Oh, thou patient
Lame of Gop, who, when thou wast reviled, reviledst not
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again; but in all the backslidings, coldness, and departures of
thy people, never leavest nor forsakest them, but having
loved thine own, which are in the world, thou lovest them
unto the end! Hail! thou first, and best, and chiefest among
ten thousand! thou holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from
sinners, and made higher than the heavens! If | forget thee,
dearest Jesus, let my right hand forget her cunning. If | do
not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my
mouth: yea, if | prefer thee not above my chief joy! And
Reader! may you, and every ransomed soul, publish his
name, declare his doings among the people, ascribe ye
greatness unto our CHRIST; let everyone, the fathers unto the
children, declare his truth!

And now, Reader, having taken leave of Moses, and his
sacred writings, | would desire grace to set up my Ebenezer,
that hitherto the LorD hath helped me. May a gracious GobD
accept everything that hath been here humbly offered, by
way of Commentary upon those Five Books of Moses, and
which the LorD hath made, or shall hereafter make profitable
to his people; for that is the LorD’s, and of his own, do | with
all humility of soul offer him. And may he as graciously
pardon and blot out everything that is amiss; for that is
wholly mine; and | desire to take shame and confusion of
face, in the recollection. And finally, 1 beg once more to
recommend all that is here offered, to the Reader, with
myself, and poor services to his prayers, that a covenant Gop
in CHRIST, through the influences of the eternal SpIrIT, may
abundantly bless and own this feeble attempt to promote the
LorD’s glory in the heart of the Reader, both while the
unworthy writer is spared, a monument of sovereign mercy
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upon earth, and a long time after the hand that now writes,
shall have returned to its original dust. To the sacred Three in
One be endless, undivided praises. Amen.
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JOSHUA

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

THIS Book of Gob takes its name from Joshua, not perhaps
from his being the writer of it, for it is more than probable
that he did not write it, more likely, as some think, to have
been Phinehas: but because it treats principally of him and his
victories in the conquest of Canaan, as captain of the LORD’S
host. And as by name, as well as in this character, he was an
eminent type of the Almighty Joshua, nothing could have
been more suitable than that in the history of the church's
taking possession of Canaan, it should be recorded in his
name, who evidently in all he did in this great work, typified a
greater than himself even the LORD JESUS CHRIST.

In point of history, the Book of Joshua contains all, the great
events which took place in the Church of Gob, from the death
of Moses to the death of Joshua, a period of somewhat more
than twenty years: during which time the conquest of
Canaan, and the division of it among the tribes of Israel, were
accomplished.

It forms a memorable period in the history of the church, and
especially so when considered with an eye to the spiritual
conquest of the church over her enemies by the true Joshua,
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in subduing all opposition, and bridging his people auto that
rest which remaineth, for the people of Gob.

Reader! one request | have to make of you through the whole
of the perusal of this history. Seek grace from him whose
office it is to glorify Jesus, that in the conduct of Joshua in
leading on the people of Gobp to victory, you may look beyond
the type, and behold the outlines of him, whose very office,
as Joshua's was, is to save his people, to go before them, to
conquer for them, and finally to give them all an inheritance
among them that are sanctified. Oh thou Almighty Joshua!
thou Captain of Salvation, who art bringing many sons unto
glory, may | behold thee going before me in all the victories
over sin, death, hell, and the grave; and drying up the
Jordans of affliction, trials, temptations and difficulties,
through which thou art leading me. Dearest Jesus! do thou
lead on, and lead me out, and give me grace to follow, until
thou shalt bring me in to behold thy glory, and dwell with
thee forever!

CHAPTER 1

CONTENTS

Joshua succeeds by the LORD'S appointment to the
government of Israel on the death of Moses. Joshua accepts
the command. The people are pleased with it. Officers in the
Inferior departments are appointed. The Reubenites, Gadites,
and Manassites whose inheritance was on this side Jordan,
are engaged to go over with their brethren to the reduction of
Canaan. These are the contents of this Chapter.
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JOosHUA 1:1

(1) 7 Now after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD it
came to pass, that the LORD spake unto Joshua the son of Nun,
Moses’ minister, saying,

There is no mention how Gob spake to Joshua. But as Eleazar
had the breast plate of judgment, and acted as high priest, it
is remarkable that the commission to Joshua came not
through him which was the appointed way. See Numbers
27:18-23. | rather think that by way of honouring Joshua in
his new commission after the death of Moses, the LORD spake
to Joshua as he did to Moses without a medium. See Leviticus
1:1. But Reader! do not overlook Jesus our Joshua as repre-
sented here. All the sweet words we hear from our Gobp are
in, and through, and from him. John 1:18.

JOSHUA 1:2

(2) Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this
Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto the land which | do give to
them, even to the children of Israel.

I beg the Reader to observe with an eye to Jesus, what is said
of Joshua, that he was Moses' minister. JESus might be said in
one sense to minister to the law, because by the influence of
the HoLy GHosT the law becomes our schoolmaster to bring us
to CHRIST. And JEsus was made under the law, to redeem us
from the law. Galatians 4:4. It is a sweet and reviving thought
that, though Moses is dead, Jesus ever liveth: though we are
dead to the law yet alive unto Gob through JEsus CHRIST our
LORD. Here are the first exercises in the entrance of Canaan.
Jordan must be waded through; Gop orders no bridges, no
rafters, to be made to get over by. My soul, is it not so by
faith now? How shall I do in the swellings of Jordan? How,
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but by faith pass over to the everlasting Canaan? Hebrews
11:29.

JOSHUA 1:3
(3) Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that
have | given unto you, as | said unto Moses.

The persons here mentioned to whom this land is given, are
expressly named, both in the former verse and again in this.
Is not this exactly conformable to what Jesus said to the
mother of Zebedee's children. Matthew 20:23. Genesis 35:12.

JOSHUA 1:4

(4) From the wilderness and this Lebanon even unto the great
river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and unto the
great sea toward the going down of the sun, shall be your coast.

See the extent of the grant. And it is worthy remark that
proselytes to the church were made from all those regions on
the memorable day of Pentecost. Acts 2:5.

JOSHUA 1:5-9

(5) There shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the
days of thy life: as | was with Moses, so | will be with thee: | will
not fail thee, nor forsake thee. (6) Be strong and of a good
courage: for unto this people shalt thou divide for an inheritance
the land, which | sware unto their fathers to give them. (7) Only
be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to
do according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded
thee: turn not from it fo the right hand or fo the left, that thou
mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. (8) This book of the
law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate
therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according
to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way
prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success. (9) Have not
I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not
afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the LORD thy God /s with
thee whithersoever thou goest.
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It is sweet to the believer to remark, in the instance of one so
highly taught, and so greatly favoured in times that were
past, how needful notwithstanding past grace, future
assistance was. Though Joshua had been so faithful and
courageous in the case of the spies, when his faithfulness
made him and Caleb stand alone amidst the general murmur,
yet grace is wanted afresh for every new occasion. Dearest
Jesus! do thou supply my soul anew from thy fullness every
day, for every day, and all the day, | need thy support. Say to
me as to thy servant: 2 Corinthians 12:9.

JosHUA 1:10-11

(10) 1 Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, saying,
(11) Pass through the host, and command the people, saying,
Prepare you victuals; for within three days ye shall pass over this
Jordan, to go in to possess the land, which the LORD your God
giveth you to possess it.

In the preparation of these victuals, | am at a loss to know
what the particular nature of the command was. We are told,
Exodus 16:35. that manna was the food of Israel until they
came to a land inhabited. And no doubt that land was
Canaan. Perhaps a larger supply of this heavenly food was
upon this particular occasion given them, as they were now
going to besiege Jericho. But be this as it may, the Christian
Reader may find a sweet lesson here. Wherever we are
called, or to whatever siege we are led, until we come to
Canaan itself, Jesus is the manna of his people. Not a day can
we subsist without him. LorD the HoLy GHosT! do thou
prepare this spiritual food for me and give me increasing
supplies of Jesus, until that I come to the heavenly Jerusalem,
where he will be my food and my glory forever. Revelation
7:17.
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JOsHUA 1:12-18

(12) And to the Reubenites, and to the Gadites, and to half the
tribe of Manasseh, spake Joshua, saying, (13) Remember the
word which Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you,
saying, The LORD your God hath given you rest, and hath given
you this land. (14) Your wives, your little ones, and your cattle,
shall remain in the land which Moses gave you on this side
Jordan; but ye shall pass before your brethren armed, all the
mighty men of valour, and help them; (15) Until the LORD have
given your brethren rest, as fe hath given you, and they also have
possessed the land which the LORD your God giveth them: then
ye shall return unto the land of your possession, and enjoy it,
which Moses the LORD'S servant gave you on this side Jordan
toward the sunrising. (16) 1 And they answered Joshua, saying,
All that thou commandest us we will do, and whithersoever thou
sendest us, we will go. (17) According as we hearkened unto
Moses in all things, so will we hearken unto thee: only the LORD
thy God be with thee, as he was with Moses. (18) Whosoever Ae
be that doth rebel against thy commandment, and will not
hearken unto thy words in all that thou commandest him, he shall
be put to death: only be strong and of a good courage.

The condition which had been made with those tribes we had
settled; Numbers 32:1-32. The LORD grant that we may not,
like those tribes, set up our rest on this side the land of
promise. To go over to fight for the possession of our
brethren, and to have no part ourselves would be a painful
conclusion. The Rechabites were scribes to the lands of
others, but had none of their own. Jeremiah 35:8, 9.

REFLECTIONS

READER! in the review of the death of one servant of the
LorD, and the appointment of another, what a precious
thought is it, that our Jesus lives forever. Moses must die, and
Joshua must die, and all the servants and ministers of the
church must be gathered to their fathers, and see corruption.
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But JEsus our dear Redeemer is the same, and his years shall
not fail. Oh! what relief, amidst every dying circumstance of
every faithful servant of the LORD!

In the prospect of passing over Jordan to the possession of
the promised land, may my soul be enabled to act faith, in the
certain assurance that, as Joshua was commissioned of the
LOorRD to promise the people, so hath our Almighty Joshua
promised and secured it to his. And here, as in a thousand
instances, our glorious Joshua hath infinitely exceeded and
outdone all that his type represented. Joshua, it is true, went
before lIsrael, and went with Israel. And so doth JEsus in all
the way, for he is ever with them, and his Almighty presence
their support. But he is also gone before. He hath already
taken possession of the promised inheritance in their name.
The battle is already fought and won. The conquest is
finished, By and by he will return to take his people to
himself, that where he is there they may be also. Almighty
Captain of my salvation! as thou hast overcome and art set
down on the seat of the conqueror in thy FATHER'S throne, so
do thou enable me to overcome that I may sit down on thy
throne. In all my warfare let me behold thee before me, and
may | be enabled to stand still, and see the salvation of my
Gop.

CHAPTER 2

CONTENTS

This Chapter contains that memorable history which is handed
down to gospel times, with such honourable testimony of the
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harlot Rahab. Joshua having sent spies from Shittim to
Jericho, Rahab in faith received them into her house,
concealed them, and before she sent them away in peace
made a league with Israel through them, for her own
personal safety and that of her family. The return of the spies
to Joshua, with the assurance they gave of the certainty of
their success in the conquering of the country, from what they
had seen and heard, is also related in this Chapter.

JOsSHUA 2:1

(1) 1 And Joshua the son of Nun sent out of Shittim two men to
spy secretly, saying, Go view the land, even Jericho. And they
went, and came into an harlot’s house, named Rahab, and lodged
there.

The dismission of these spies was not from any distrust, but
rather a conviction, that the LorD would deliver Jericho into
the hand of his people. Joshua sent those men that they
might be convinced even before the victory, what the LORD
would do. Joshua's conduct here was similar to that of John
the Baptist, sending his disciples unto CHRIST, not for his
conviction but for theirs. Matthew 11:2, 3. Their coming to
the house of Rahab, surely was from the over-ruling power of
Gob. That promise is never to be lost sight of: I will bring the
blind by a way they know not. Isaiah 42:16. See also Proverbs
3:6. Jericho was about seven or eight miles from the water
side. We are not told how those spies got over Jordan. No
doubt the LorD that was with them made their way
prosperous.

JOSHUA 2:2

(2) And it was told the king of Jericho, saying, Behold, there
came men in hither to night of the children of Israel to search out
the country.
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The alarm of the king of Jericho was very natural. He and his
people had heard of Israel, and of the LorD being among
them. Remember GobD’s promise. Deuteronomy 2:25.

JOSHUA 2:3-4

(3) And the king of Jericho sent unto Rahab, saying, Bring forth
the men that are come to thee, which are entered into thine
house: for they be come to search out all the country. (4) And
the woman took the two men, and hid them, and said thus, There
came men unto me, but I wist not whence they were:

The history of this woman forms so interesting a subject in
the gospel, that we cannot be too particular in attending to all
the circumstances the HoLy GHoST hath been pleased to give
us concerning it. If whatsoever things were written aforetime
were written for our learning, certainly this claims very
peculiar regard, since we are expressly told that all this
woman did for Israel was done by faith. Hebrews 11:31.

JOSHUA 2:5-7

(5) And it came to pass about the time of shutting of the gate,
when it was dark, that the men went out: whither the men went |
wot not: pursue after them quickly; for ye shall overtake them. (6)
But she had brought them up to the roof of the house, and hid
them with the stalks of flax, which she had laid in order upon the
roof. (7) And the men pursued after them the way to Jordan unto
the fords: and as soon as they which pursued after them were
gone out, they shut the gate.

The apostle James had it in commission from the HoLy GHOST,
to tell the church, that the harlot Rahab was justified by
works, but then it was, as he observed, the works of faith:
meaning that her belief in the Gob of Israel, was not a cold
inactive faith, but a faith that was so well founded, through
grace, as to manifest itself in all suitable conduct. James 2:25.
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JosHuA 2:8-11

(8) 1 And before they were laid down, she came up unto them
upon the roof; (9) And she said unto the men, | know that the
LORD hath given you the land, and that your terror is fallen upon
us, and that all the inhabitants of the land faint because of you.
(10) For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the
Red sea for you, when ye came out of Egypt; and what ye did
unto the two kings of the Amorites, that were on the other side
Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom ye utterly destroyed. (11) And as
soon as we had heard these things, our hearts did melt, neither
did there remain any more courage in any man, because of you:
for the LORD your God, he /s God in heaven above, and in earth
beneath.

What a wonder working Gob our Gob is! Jericho is one of the
cities devoted to destruction: and yet in this place there is a
precious soul to be gathered to his people! Compare Joshua
6:26. with 1 Kings 16:34. In Jericho there is a woman of ill-
fame, an harlot: and grace singles her out for the illustrious
display of mercy. Reader, remember what the LorD JEsus told
the chief priests and the elders; that publicans and harlots
would go into the kingdom of Gob before them. Matthew
21:31. But the most astonishing thing of all concerning Rahab
is, that she was one of the ancestors of the LORD CHRIST,
according to the flesh. See Matthew 1:5.

JOsHUA 2:12

(12) Now therefore, | pray you, swear unto me by the LORD,
since | have showed you kindness, that ye will also show kindness
unto my father’s house, and give me a true token:

Observe what views she had of JeHovaH, that the grand
security she desired was an oath of appeal to him! Where

10
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should she have learned this? Was not Gob her teacher?
Isaiah 48:17.

JOSHUA 2:13

(13) And that ye will save alive my father, and my mother, and
my brethren, and my sisters, and all that they have, and deliver
our lives from death.

How earnest are the feelings of natural affection! Are we not
taught by this instance to be very anxious for the everlasting
welfare of our relations after the flesh, and to feel somewhat
of Abraham's longing for the salvation of Ishmael. Genesis
17:18.

JOSHUA 2:14-21

(14) And the men answered her, Our life for yours, if ye utter not
this our business. And it shall be, when the LORD hath given us
the land, that we will deal kindly and truly with thee. (15) Then
she let them down by a cord through the window: for her house
was upon the town wall, and she dwelt upon the wall. (16) And
she said unto them, Get you to the mountain, lest the pursuers
meet you; and hide yourselves there three days, until the pursuers
be returned: and afterward may ye go your way. (17) And the
men said unto her, We will be blameless of this thine oath which
thou hast made us swear. (18) Behold, when we come into the
land, thou shalt bind this line of scarlet thread in the window
which thou didst let us down by: and thou shalt bring thy father,
and thy mother, and thy brethren, and all thy father’'s household,
home unto thee. (19) And it shall be, that whosoever shall go out
of the doors of thy house into the street, his blood shal/ be upon
his head, and we will be guiltless: and whosoever shall be with
thee in the house, his blood shall be on our head, if any hand be
upon him. (20) And if thou utter this our business, then we will
be quit of thine oath which thou hast made us to swear. (21) And
she said, According unto your words, so be it. And she sent them

11
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away, and they departed: and she bound the scarlet line in the
window.

I pass over all the several particulars of the agreement
between Rahab and the spies, to call the Reader's attention to
the interesting circumstances to which Rahab was enjoined by
the spies, as signals between her and Israel. In the scarlet
thread which the men of Israel gave Rahab, is there not
somewhat of a sacramental design, similar to what Gob had
enjoined lIsrael at the passover, when the blood was to be
sprinkled upon the door post? And as, the apostle had it in
commission from the HoLy GHosT to tell the church in after
ages, that all this referred to the blood of sprinkling of Jesus,
who was and is our passover: did not both refer to one and
the same thing, that the security of all redeemed souls is only
in Jesus? And again, that none of her family at the time of
Jericho being destroyed, should go without the doors of the
house on pain of death; was not this a still further evidence of
the same thing, very plainly proving; that one and the same
object was intended to be conveyed under both sacramental
signs? See Exodus 12:12, 13. Compared 1 Corinthians 5:7.

JOSHUA 2:22

(22) 1 And they went, and came unto the mountain, and abode
there three days, until the pursuers were returned: and the
pursuers sought them throughout all the way, but found them not.

Reader! do not fail to discern Jesus as the hiding place of his
people, when both law and justice pursue them. The Psalmist
took great comfort in this view. And why may not you and 1?
When JEsus hides his people, he manifests himself. Psalm
32:7.

12
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JOsSHUA 2:23-24

(23) So the two men returned, and descended from the mountain,
and passed over, and came to Joshua the son of Nun, and told
him all things that befell them: (24) And they said unto Joshua,
Truly the LORD hath delivered into our hands all the land; for
even all the inhabitants of the country do faint because of us.

It is very sweet to exercise faith in Gop’s promises, and to
enjoy his mercies by anticipation. Reader! remember that is
not faith which hath in possession: it is not to trust Gob when
the promise is realized. But that is faith which depends upon
Gob when we see not how things will go, but believe that all
shall go well, because Gob hath said so. Hebrews 13:5.

REFLECTIONS

PAUSE, my soul, over this chapter, and contemplate the
several parts of it, and beg of Gob the HoLy GHoST, who hath
caused it to be written for thy instruction, to be thy teacher.

Do not | behold, in the instance of Rahab the harlot, the
testimony of that blessed doctrine, that where sin hath
abounded grace should much more abound: and as sin hath
reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through
righteousness unto eternal life, by JEsus CHRIST our LORD.
Take courage, my soul, in this, and in every other instance of
the triumphs of Gob thy Saviour. Even in Jericho the LORD will
seek out and save his people, if a soul of his be there. The
LorD knoweth them that are his. And from all their filthiness,
and all their idols, Jesus will cleanse them. Through him shall
publicans and harlots go into the kingdom of Gob, while self-
righteous Pharisees are cast out. Dear LORD! may thy precious
blood be sprinkled on the door of my heart, as the scarlet
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thread was fastened to the window of the harlots house, that
in the hour of visitation, as in the destruction of Jericho, thy
destroying angel may see that sweet token between my Gob
and me, and spare my soul. And convinced of my security and
shelter in thy blood and righteousness, may my faith stand
firm within, and never go out while the judgments of my Gob
are passing, as in the case of Jericho, on the ungodly: for
sweet is that assurance, he that believeth shall not make
haste.

But chiefly, dearest Jesus! may my soul pause over this
Chapter, and contemplate thine unequalled condescension
and love, in the instance of this woman. Was it not enough, O
thou Son of Gob, in thy pity to our fallen nature, that thou
shouldst leave the glories of eternity, and take upon thee our
flesh; but that thou shouldst stoop to the lowest possible
abasement in the assumption of our nature, and condescend
to spring from a stock such as this woman! Was it not
enough, that our nature, when thou tookest it upon thee, had
been sunk to the deepest misery and sin, short of hell, but as
if to surprize and overpower the mind both of angels and of
men, even Rahab, was made choice of to be thine ancestor
after the flesh! Oh! thou holy, harmless, undefiled LamB of
Gob, how hast thou endeared thyself to the most affectionate
feelings of thy people, by such testimonies of thy love and
mercy. And though, in taking our nature upon thee, thou hast
taken none of the pollutions of it, yet in making choice of
such channels, thou hast effectually put out the pride of all
human glory: and hast most convincingly taught us by this
process of grace, that in thy Gentile, as well as thy Jewish
pedigree, all is grace; mercy, and love, in every act of thine

14
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concerning thy people. All flesh is corrupt before thee, and all
alike filthy and polluted. It is thine own arm which hath
brought salvation, and to thee alone be all the glory?

CHAPTER 3

CONTENTS

This is as memorable a Chapter of the LORD’S dealings with his
people, as perhaps any in the Old Testament. And as there
can be no doubt but that it is typical of yet greater mercies to
be manifested in the New, it demands the attention of every
believer more particularly. We have contained in this Chapter,
the miraculous passage of Israel under their commander
Joshua, over Jordan: the assurance given to the people of this
event before it came to pass: the preparation for it; the
sanctifying the people against it: and the event fully
accomplished.

JOsSHUA 3:1

(1) 1 And Joshua rose early in the morning; and they removed
from Shittim, and came to Jordan, he and all the children of
Israel, and lodged there before they passed over.

We are called upon to pay the more regard to this interesting
account, because we find, that the LorD himself in after ages
appealed to it, as a token to his people, that he was and ever
had been their gracious covenant Gob. And depend upon it,
Reader, you and | cannot take a better method, of proving
the righteous dealings of Gob with our souls, than when
remembering all the path our Gob hath led us from our
Shittim to Gilgal: from our first entrance through all the

15



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

eventful periods of our spiritual and temporal stages to the
present moment. Reader! I do not know what your view of
those things are. But | do know in my own experience, that
faith finds great sweetness when the HoLy GHOST, acting as
the Remembrancer of Jesus, brings to my memory afresh
some of the many blessed tokens of past goodness the LORD
hath shown me. When | can look back, and see how many
apparently impassable Jordan were before me, and yet
through how many of them the LorD hath brought me, setting
up the stone of remembrance and saying, Hitherto the LORD
hath helped me; | find cause through grace to add, And will
he not bring me through all that remain? Reader! | beg you to
read the resolution of the Psalmist upon this point. Psalm
77:10-12.

JOSHUA 3:2
(2) And it came to pass after three days, that the officers went
through the host;

Joshua had told the people, (chap. 1:11.) that they were to
pass over Jordan. But it doth not appear that they were
informed how. Reader! it is good to have faith exercised.
Abraham was not told that a ram would be provided when the
LorD led him to the mount of sacrifice. Moses had no
consciousness that the LorD would dry the Red sea until the
hour of need. The sinner little thinks, when first the LORD
begins a work of grace in his heart, that deliverance shall
come, and in a way so astonishing as the blood and
righteousness of Jesus? Doth not our Gob say to us upon
numberless occasions, as to the poor man in the gospel,
Believest thou that | am able to do this? Matthew 9:28.
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JOsHUA 3:3

(3) And they commanded the people, saying, When ye see the
ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, and the priests the
Levites bearing it, then ye shall remove from your place, and go
after it.

JEsus is the ark of his people. In him as in the ark of old, are
lodged the tables of the law, and the mercy seat from whence
GoD speaks. My soul! when the HoLy GHOST gives me to see
him before me, may | follow the LamB whithersoever he
goeth. And Reader! do observe, this ark is called the ark of
the covenant of the LorD our GoD; meaning that CHRIST is
Gob’s, and that it is a Gobp in covenant with him for all his
people. It is sweet to be looking unto the LORD JESUS CHRIST
for mercy through him, unto eternal life. Jude 21.

JOsSHUA 3:4

(4) Yet there shall be a space between you and it, about two
thousand cubits by measure: come not near unto it, that ye may
know the way by which ye must go: for ye have not passed this
way heretofore.

The distance pointed out is striking. | do not think as some
have supposed, that the distance ordered between the ark
and the people, was that the multitude which followed might
not crowd upon one another, so as to prevent the whole from
seeing. But | rather think that there was somewhat typical
and figurative in it. Under the old dispensation, the people
were prohibited from coming nigh. And this was meant to
shadow forth the difference between the law and the gospel.
See Hebrews 12:18, 19. But in the gospel-state, we that were
afar off are brought nigh by the blood of Jesus. Hebrews
10:21, 22. There is somewhat very striking in this command.
Two thousand cubits was almost half a mile. The priests
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therefore in the face of an enemy's country were to pass over
unarmed, and at a distance from the main body of the army.
But then they had the ark of Gop’s presence with them. Yes,
dearest Jesus! where thou art an host of foes cannot make us
fear. | would have the Reader remark with me, how much the
passing of Jordan represented the river of death. Of this it
may be also said to every believer, “Ye have not passed this
way heretofore.” Oh! for the ark of the covenant of Gob, or
which is the same thing, Jesus whom that ark represented, to
be with me when | pass the dark valley; for then shall | fear
no ill while thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they
comfort me. Psalm 23:4. Isaiah 43:2.

JOsHUA 3:5
(5) And Joshua said unto the people, Sanctify yourselves: for to
morrow the LORD will do wonders among you.

This sanctifying the people meant to set themselves apart
from all worldly concerns. It is suitable and proper to
withdraw from communion with men, in order to enjoy
communion with Gob. And when our Gob is about in a more
especial manner to come to bless his people, well may they
be found waiting the LorRD’s approach. James 4:8.

JOSHUA 3:6

(6) And Joshua spake unto the priests, saying, Take up the ark of
the covenant, and pass over before the people. And they took up
the ark of the covenant, and went before the people.

I would have the Reader remark with me that the priests, and
not the Levites, were here appointed to the service of carrying
the ark. See Numbers 4:15. Was not this to show that Jesus in
his priestly office, and not the law which the Levites
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represented, must go in before the people! Under the law
they were seeking out a resting place. In the gospel that rest
is found. See Numbers 10:33. Compared with Psalm 132:8. |
beg the Reader yet further to remark with me, that heretofore
the ark was carried in the midst of the people, implying that
Gob was in the midst of his people. But now in going before,
did it not imply, that JEsus would go before to take possession
in their name? It is not an unsuitable observation neither, to
remark, that the priests bearing the ark and going before the
people may be supposed to intimate, that it is the office of
the ministers of the gospel to go before the people in all
appointed ordinances, holding up to their view the person of
the LorD Jesus in all his endearing offices, and characters, and
relations. Oh, for more of Paul's disposition in the servants of
the sanctuary! See 1 Corinthians 2:2.

JOSHUA 3:7

(7) 1 And the LORD said unto Joshua, This day will I begin to
magnify thee in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that, as
I was with Moses, so | will be with thee.

Gob had before honoured Joshua when returning from
searching out the promised land. But not in so eminent a
manner as now. | hope the Reader in keeping his eye all
along upon Joshua as a type of the ever blessed Jesus, will
not forget that it was from the same river of Jordan, and on
the entrance of his ministry, that JEsus began to be so
distinguished in honour, when a voice from heaven declared
him to be the only beloved son of his FATHER. See Matthew
3:16, 17.

JOSHUA 3:8-13
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(8) And thou shalt command the priests that bear the ark of the
covenant, saying, When ye are come to the brink of the water of
Jordan, ye shall stand still in Jordan (9) And Joshua said unto the
children of Israel, Come hither, and hear the words of the LORD
your God. (10) And Joshua said, Hereby ye shall know that the
living God /s among you, and that he will without fail drive out
from before you the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Hivites,
and the Perizzites, and the Girgashites, and the Amorites, and the
Jebusites. (11) Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all
the earth passeth over before you into Jordan (12) Now therefore
take you twelve men out of the tribes of Israel, out of every tribe
a man. (13) And it shall come to pass, as soon as the soles of the
feet of the priests that bear the ark of the LORD, the Lord of all
the earth, shall rest in the waters of Jordan, that the waters of
Jordan shall be cut off from the waters that come down from
above; and they shall stand upon an heap.

Reader! while looking at the letter of the precept, on the feet
of the priests touching the river, do not overlook that sacred
ark, the type of Jesus, as being with them? And though there
were to be twelve men to attend the priests, yet these were
as witnesses of the miraculous deed to be done that day, and
not as party performers. There is somewhat very striking in
the expression, the LOrRD of all the earth, meaning that
Israel’'s Gob is Gob of all things; but with Israel only hath he
entered into these covenant engagements. | hope the Reader
will not fail to observe how in this instance, as in every other,
the LOrRD makes the performance of one mercy to become the
sure pledge of all. By the fording of Jordan, was to be proved
Gop’s promises for the total subduing all Canaan. And wherein
do gospel promises differ from the same? Doth not the LORD
say, in the fulfillment of every one of them, | will not leave
thee until |1 have done that which | have spoken to thee of?
Genesis 28:15. Did not Moses, by the spirit of prophecy,
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promise this passage to Israel, at least forty years before it
came to pass? See Exodus 15:16, 17.

JOSHUA 3:14-16

(14) 1 And it came to pass, when the people removed from their
tents, to pass over Jordan, and the priests bearing the ark of the
covenant before the people; (15) And as they that bare the ark
were come unto Jordan, and the feet of the priests that bare the
ark were dipped in the brim of the water, (for Jordan overfloweth
all his banks all the time of harvest,) (16) That the waters which
came down from above stood and rose up upon an heap very far
from the city Adam, that /s beside Zaretan: and those that came
down toward the sea of the plain, even the salt sea, failed, and
were cut off: and the people passed over right against Jericho.

We shall have a much better apprehension of the greatness of
this miracle, if we call to mind some of the circumstances
connected with it. Jordan, at this time, overflowed, from the
mountains of ice which came down from Mount Lebanon
being now melted, and had poured themselves into the
bosom of Jordan. Had the LorD, by a sudden frost, congealed
these waters, the mercy would have been, the same, and his
interposition the same; yet then, the miracle would not have
appeared so striking. In what a lofty strain have the sacred
writers proclaimed this glorious event? See Psalm 114 and
Habakkuk 3:8.

JOsHUA 3:17

(17) And the priests that bare the ark of the covenant of the
LORD stood firm on dry ground in the midst of Jordan, and all the
Israelites passed over on dry ground, until all the people were
passed clean over Jordan

Reader, seek grace from Gop the HoLy GHoOST to read the
whole of this sweet scripture spiritually, and with an eye to
Gop’s mercy in Jesus. As Jordan's sacred stream retired, to
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make way for the ransomed to pass over; and as the priests
feet stood firm in the river until all was accomplished; so,
depend upon it the covenant of grace, in the blood and
righteousness of the LORD JEsus, stands firm in the midst of all
the Jordans of this world of sin, and sorrow, and tribulation.
The word of Gob saith it, and Jesus ever lives to secure it: the
ransomed of the LorD shall return, and come to Zion, with
songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain
joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away:
Isaiah 35:10.

REFLECTIONS

YE happy souls! whom Gob, even the Gop of the whole earth,
is bringing in, and bringing through all the fords of Jordan,
and all the difficulties which lay on this side Jordan, in the
way to Canaan; here stand still, and see the salvation of Gob.
How eternally safe, and how eternally secure, must they be,
who have the ark of the covenant to go on before them, and
the LorD himself their rereward!

Ye priests of JEsus, Levites of a better dispensation than that
of Moses, and established upon better promises, with what
fearless and undaunted zeal may you pass on, before the
camp of Gop’s Israel, surrounded with his ordinances and the
ark of the covenant of the Gop of the whole earth, with you!

But chiefly thou, dear Jesus! who art both the ark and the
resting place, the mercy seat and the security, the all in all of
thy people. Oh! be thou ever with me in all places, at all
times, in all the Jordans of difficulty, and in all the Canaan for
happiness; for without thee nothing is safe, nothing desirable.
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Be thou my ark, my sanctuary, my covert, my resting place,
for in thy person and righteousness, are the lives of thy
people eternally secured and made happy. Unto thee, blessed
JEsus, as my everlasting home, do | desire to come, for thou
LorD hast dealt bountifully with me.

CHAPTER 4

CONTENTS

The people having all passed over Jordan, the priests are
commanded to come up out of Jordan with the ark of Gob,
and pass over also. A memorial is commanded to be set up,
both in Jordan, where the feet of the priests had rested, and
also in the place where they lodged, of this great and
miraculous event. Joshua is peculiarly magnified in the sight
of Israel. These are the principal points recorded in this
Chapter.

JosHUA 4:1
(1) ¥ And it came to pass, when all the people were clean passed
over Jordan, that the LORD spake unto Joshua, saying,

While the people were engaged no doubt in contemplating
the mercy, and all without the loss of a single Israelite, were
passed over, the LorD directs Joshua to a service every way
suited to the mercy received: namely, to perpetuate the
remembrance of this great event to all ages of the church.

JOSHUA 4:2
(2) Take you twelve men out of the people, out of every tribe a
man,

23



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

Observe, it was not to be the work of every one, but special
characters selected for this service. Oh! it is sweet to see our
calling. And very sweet to run on JEsuss errands when sent
by him. Isaiah 6:8.

JOSHUA 4:3-8

(3) And command ye them, saying, Take you hence out of the
midst of Jordan, out of the place where the priests’ feet stood
firm, twelve stones, and ye shall carry them over with you, and
leave them in the lodging place, where ye shall lodge this night.
(4) Then Joshua called the twelve men, whom he had prepared
of the children of Israel, out of every tribe a man: (5) And Joshua
said unto them, Pass over before the ark of the LORD your God
into the midst of Jordan, and take ye up every man of you a stone
upon his shoulder, according unto the number of the tribes of the
children of Israel: (6) That this may be a sign among you, that
when your children ask their fathers in time to come, saying, What
mean ye by these stones? (7) Then ye shall answer them, That
the waters of Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant
of the LORD; when it passed over Jordan, the waters of Jordan
were cut off: and these stones shall be for a memorial unto the
children of Israel for ever. (8) And the children of Israel did so as
Joshua commanded, and took up twelve stones out of the midst
of Jordan, as the LORD spake unto Joshua, according to the
number of the tribes of the children of Israel, and carried them
over with them unto the place where they lodged, and laid them
down there.

No doubt the choice of twelve stones was intended to
manifest, that all the twelve tribes of Israel were equally
interested in the memorial. And Jesus had his twelve apostles
also. And the New Jerusalem, which this Canaan represented,
had its twelve gates, with the names of the twelve tribes of
Israel upon them, as also the names of the apostles of the
LAmMB upon the foundations. Revelation 21:12-14.

JOSHUA 4:9-10
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(9) And Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of Jordan, in the
place where the feet of the priests which bare the ark of the
covenant stood: and they are there unto this day. (10) { For the
priests which bare the ark stood in the midst of Jordan, until every
thing was finished that the LORD commanded Joshua to speak
unto the people, according to all that Moses commanded Joshua:
and the people hasted and passed over.

The erection of the memorial both on the river and on the
land, might be intended to show the salvation of JEsus both
by land and by water. Psalm 77:16-20.

JOosHUA 4:11

(11) And it came to pass, when all the people were clean passed
over, that the ark of the LORD passed over, and the priests, in the
presence of the people.

The distinction between the ark and the people is not noticed
for nothing. No doubt much is couched under it. And it may,
perhaps, be intended to show, that as the ark rested in the
water until all the people were secured from danger, so JEsus,
whom the ark represented, will remain with the hindmost of
his redeemed ones until every hoof is in safety. Precious
Jesus! as thou art first, so last in everything which concerns
redemption-work, that in all things thou mightest have the
pre-eminence. Colossians 1:17, 18.

JOSHUA 4:12-13

(12) And the children of Reuben, and the children of Gad, and
half the tribe of Manasseh, passed over armed before the children
of Israel, as Moses spake unto them: (13) About forty thousand
prepared for war passed over before the LORD unto battle, to the
plains of Jericho.

It is pleasant to see the forwardness of those tribes to lead
the people on to victory. They had obtained their settlement.
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And who so proper to stir up the LORD’S people as those who
have tasted of his grace, and can tell by happy experience
what the LorD hath done for their soul. Oh! that you and I,
Reader, may feel somewhat of the same spirit of constraint to
speak for Jesus, which the Psalmist did: Psalm 66:16.

JosHUA 4:14

(14) On that day the LORD magnified Joshua in the sight of all
Israel; and they feared him, as they feared Moses, all the days of
his life.

Reader! is not our Almighty Joshua magnified in the sight of
all Israel on that memorable day, when a soul is brought safe
over Jordan? Is not Jesus glorified before the throne in the
presence of all Israel now in glory, and before all the heavenly
host, when a soul is brought home to heaven, or when a soul
is recovered by Almighty grace upon earth? Luke 15:10. | do
not presume to say so much; but | would humbly ask: was
not this magnifying of Joshua when the ark came up out of
the river, a representation of the magnifying of JEsus when he
came up out of the grave and ascended to glory? Romans
1:4.

JOsSHUA 4:15-18

(15) And the LORD spake unto Joshua, saying, (16) Command
the priests that bear the ark of the testimony, that they come up
out of Jordan (17) Joshua therefore commanded the priests,
saying, Come ye up out of Jordan (18) And it came to pass, when
the priests that bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD were
come up out of the midst of Jordan, and the soles of the priests’
feet were lifted up unto the dry land, that the waters of Jordan
returned unto their place, and flowed over all his banks, as they
did before.
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Nothing could be more demonstrative of the miraculous
holding of the waters, than the sudden return of the flood,
when the purpose, for which the LorD held those waters in
the hollow of his hand, was accomplished. May we not make
a spiritual application of this passage, and observe, that in
whatever place the ark of Gob resteth, or in other words,
wherever the presence of Jesus is with his people, all the
floods of sin are restrained. But if he withdraws, and takes
away the influences of his SpIrRIT, the glory is departed, the
deeps of sin are broken up, and the flood-gates of iniquity
pour in upon that people. Lorb! | would pray for myself, for
my people, and for the nation to which | belong; Take not,
Oh! take not, thine HoLy SPIRIT from us. Psalm 51:11.

JOosHUA 4:19

(19) And the people came up out of Jordan on the tenth day of
the first month, and encamped in Gilgal, in the east border of
Jericho.

The HoLy GHosT is pleased to have the very day recorded for
the information of the church in all ages, in which this grand
event was accomplished. And if the Reader is curious to make
the calculation, he will find that it was the exact time,
(wanting only five days) of forty years, which the LorD had
said Israel should wander in the wilderness. Reader! as we
learn from hence that Gop records his mercies, ought not you
and | to record them also? And can we look back to the time,
have we the memorandum always to have recourse to, when
the LorD brought us over the spiritual Jordan towards the
conguest of the Canaanite yet in the land? If not, is the work
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yet not begun? These are solemn enquiries: LorD, by thy HoLy
SPIRIT write them on our hearts.

JOSHUA 4:20
(20) 1 And those twelve stones, which they took out of Jordan,
did Joshua pitch in Gilgal

Who knows but that these very stones were remaining in the
days of our LorD? And it is not improbable, but as all the
words of Jesus were significant and full of grace, Jesus might
point to them when he said to the people, when he stood at
Bethabara near Jordan, GobD is able of these stones to raise
up children unto Abraham. For these twelve stones were
monuments of the twelve tribes of the stock of Abraham. And
Bethabara seems to have been the very spot in the house of
passage, where Joshua and the people passed over. Matthew
3:9. John 1:28.

JOsSHUA 4:21-24

(21) And he spake unto the children of Israel, saying, When your
children shall ask their fathers in time to come, saying, What
mean these stones? (22) Then ye shall let your children know,
saying, Israel came over this Jordan on dry land. (23) For the
LORD your God dried up the waters of Jordan from before you,
until ye were passed over, as the LORD your God did to the Red
sea, which he dried up from before us, until we were gone over:
(24) That all the people of the earth might know the hand of the
LORD, that it /s mighty: that ye might fear the LORD your God for
ever.

We meet with many passages in the Bible, of the LORD’s
directing his people to gratify the enquiry of their children in
all questions of divine things. And what can be more sweet or
more suited to the situation of creatures such as we are,
passing away one generation after another, than to hand

28



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

down from father to son the gracious works of Gob. Exodus
12:26, 27. Deuteronomy 6:19. | only detain the Reader to
remark, that the LorD hath appointed the memorandum of
one mercy, to connect with it the remembrance of another.
The drying up of Jordan was to be the introduction of
rehearsing the drying up the Red Sea, though there was forty
years distance between those events. Our Gob, our JESUS is
the same, yesterday, to-day, and forever. As he was with our
fathers so is he with us, for his mercy endureth forever.

REFLECTIONS

HERE would | pause, and in the contemplation of Israel's
passing over Jordan, look back upon that sacred stream, and
cry out, What hath Gob wrought? Surely, not one thing hath
failed of all the good things which the LorD promised Israel.
Well may they look forward to the sure conquest of Canaan,
since Gob hath thus begun to magnify the riches of his grace
towards them, and set up the pillars of remembrance to the
divine glory.

My soul! hast thou no part in this history? Is not thy Joshua
here beautifully represented? Was it not Jesus and his power
over all the Jordans, which rolled to keep him and his people
back which are here set forth? Fear not then. Set up thy
Ebenezerin Gilgal. And when thy children ask thee in time to
come, what mean these things? Point to Jesus. Direct them to
the Red Sea in his blood. And let them know that all his
people are more than conquerors through his grace helping
them, that neither death nor life, nor things present nor
things to come, nor all the Jordans of sin and the grave, shall
be able to separate from CHRIST JESUS our LORD.
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CHAPTER 5

CONTENTS

This is a very interesting Chapter, and contains several very
memorable events. Israel is now entering the frontiers of
Canaan. The Canaanites are alarmed. Israel is animated. The
LORD, as if to remind them of his covenant engagements,
commands the rite of circumcision to be renewed, which had
been long omitted. The feast of the Passover also, after eight
and thirty years neglect is again celebrated. The LORD victuals
the camp with the good things of the land of Canaan. The
manna ceaseth. The captain of the LORD'S host appeareth to
Joshua.

JOosHUA 51

(1) 1 And it came to pass, when all the kings of the Amorites,
which were on the side of Jordan westward, and all the kings of
the Canaanites, which were by the sea, heard that the LORD had
dried up the waters of Jordan from before the children of Israel,
until we were passed over, that their heart melted, neither was
there spirit in them any more, because of the children of Israel.

Observe the terror induced in the minds of Gob’s enemies:
and no wonder. The mighty stream of Jordan yet more
mighty than usual, from the season of the year overflowing its
banks, had opened a passage for Israel, and evidently in a
miraculous manner. The kings of Canaan recollected the
circumstance of the Red Sea also. Who can stand when Gob
opposeth? Reader! do not fail to spiritualize this passage, as
the HoLy GHosr, it should seem, hath done before you. For
when the church of the LorD Jesus, is represented as coming
up from the wilderness, leaning upon her beloved; that is,
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resting on him and his righteousness, the world of carnal
men, like these kings of Canaan, is represented as beholding
the sight, and exclaiming, Who /s this that looketh forth as the
morning, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an
army with banners? Song Of Solomon 6:10. Such, dear Jesus!
is thy church, viewed in thy strength, and complete in thy
righteousness!

JOSHUA 5:2-9

(2) At that time the LORD said unto Joshua, Make thee sharp
knives, and circumcise again the children of lIsrael the second
time. (3) And Joshua made him sharp knives, and circumcised the
children of Israel at the hill of the foreskins. (4) And this /s the
cause why Joshua did circumcise: All the people that came out of
Egypt, that were males, even all the men of war, died in the
wilderness by the way, after they came out of Egypt. (5) Now all
the people that came out were circumcised: but all the people that
were born in the wilderness by the way as they came forth out of
Egypt, them they had not circumcised. (6) For the children of
Israel walked forty years in the wilderness, till all the people that
were men of war, which came out of Egypt, were consumed,
because they obeyed not the voice of the LORD: unto whom the
LORD sware that he would not show them the land, which the
LORD sware unto their fathers that he would give us, a land that
floweth with milk and honey. (7) And their children, whom he
raised up in their stead, them Joshua circumcised: for they were
uncircumcised, because they had not circumcised them by the
way. (8) And it came to pass, when they had done circumcising
all the people, that they abode in their places in the camp, till they
were whole. (9) And the LORD said unto Joshua, This day have |
rolled away the reproach of Egypt from off you. Wherefore the
name of the place is called Gilgal unto this day.

As circumcision was a sign or seal of the everlasting covenant
Gob made with Abraham, and evidently referred to Him in
whom the law was to be completed: it is not very easy to
account for the long neglect of this rite, while the church was
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in the wilderness state. Might it not be omitted, from the
frequent unbelief, which so many times broke out in the
camp? And, as the LorD had sworn in his wrath, that the
generation which came out of Egypt, should not enter the
land of promise; which, as a type of the great promise of
redemption, was referred to in circumcision; probably the
Israelites concluded the rite to be no longer their privilege,
when the blessing folded up in it they were no longer entitled
to. Be this as it may; the LorRb commands the rite to be
renewed. The people have now entered upon the promised
land. This seal reminds them once more of the covenant. It
distinguisheth them from their idolatrous neighbours; takes
away the reproach of Egypt, who had said, that for mischief
the LorD had brought them out to destroy them in the
wilderness. The slander is now done away. They are proved
to be Gobp’s people, and the LORD their Gobp. But, Reader, let
not you and | stop here. Circumcision had an eye to Jesus. In
the Old Testament it was appointed with reference to Him,
with whom the everlasting covenant is made, and in whom it
is completed. And from our Father's entrance into Canaan,
until the coming of Jesus in the flesh, it is plain that it was
appointed as a standing ordinance. But when the SoN of Gob
came in substance of our flesh, and submitted to this Jewish
rite, by way of taking upon him the obligation to fulfil the
whole law, from that time it ceased to be necessary, or even
proper. The substance being come, the shadow is forever
done away. Believers in JEsus are included, as the HoLy GHOST
taught the church by the apostle, in that circumcision made
without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh,
by the circumcision of CHRIST. Galatians 5:2. Colossians 2:11.
Galatians 6:15.
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JosHUA 5:10

(10) T And the children of Israel encamped in Gilgal, and kept the
passover on the fourteenth day of the month at even in the plains
of Jericho.

What a beautiful instruction doth Joshua and his army hold
forth to all the soldiery, and all armies who profess to have
the LorD for their Gob. You observe, that the campaign
against Canaan is opened with prayer. And, Reader! never
lose sight of this universal maxim, which must hold good in all
ages: whatever is begun in prayer will give cause to end in
praise. If any one of our soldiers or sailors in our British
service should peruse this humble Commentary, | would beg
of him to pause in this place; and, while he beholds this
General in Gob’s army, with his whole soldiery, bending the
knee before the Gobp of their salvation, may he learn from
hence, that the most lovely of all sights is here manifested
before him. True courage can only arise front this source.
While Gob is our hope and strength, we need not fear what
man can do unto us. It is sure confidence and sure victory
when, like another of the LoRrRD’s warriors, the soldier fights in
the, LORD’s cause, and can say, as he did, the sword of the
LorD and of Gideon. Judges 7:20. But while | desire the
military Reader to make this observation on the passage, |
would call upon every real Christian Reader, whether of the
soldiery or not, to make a yet more particular remark on the
festival, which Joshua and his army observed in this opening
of their campaign, and in the face of the enemy. It was the
celebration of the passover. And that passover pointed to
CHRIST. Compare Exodus 12:11, with 1 Corinthians 5:7, 8.
Luke 22:15. And Reader! do not fail, to connect the services
of circumcision and the passover together. When the people
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had received one sign or seal of the covenant, to testify their
acceptance of it, the LorD brought them to the enjoyment of
the other. When the HoLy GHosT hath circumcised the foreskin
of the heart, believers are prepared to feast on the body and
blood of Jesus. Hence we find in the first days of the gospel
church, after the disciples of Jesus had received the HoLy
GHosT, and were baptized, the next account is, that they were
engaged in breaking of bread and in prayer, that is,
celebrating the LORD’s supper. Acts 2:41, 42. | only detain the
Reader to make one observation more, on this delightful
passage in the history: and it is just to remark, how very
gracious is our Gob, that he should feast his people even in
the very face of their enemies, and so powerfully restrain
those enemies, by his terror put into their hearts, that though
all this was done in the plains of Jericho, not a soul ventured
to stir, or lift up a sword against them. Reader! depend upon
it, so it is now. Jesus will spread his table for his saints, in the
presence of their enemies: it is He which anointeth our head,
and maketh our cup run over. Psalm 23:5.

JOsSHUA 5:11-12

(11) And they did eat of the old corn of the land on the morrow
after the passover, unleavened cakes, and parched corn in the
selfsame day. (12) And the manna ceased on the morrow after
they had eaten of the old corn of the land; neither had the
children of Israel manna any more; but they did eat of the fruit of
the land of Canaan that year.

One mercy is followed by another. The people probably found
corn upon their entrance on Canaan, in the houses of the
inhabitants who dwelt on the coast, and fled at their
approach: or as this was the season when the corn of the
fields was ripening, their supply might be from thence. Hence
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they were enabled to follow up the celebration of the
passover, with the feast of the unleavened bread, which the
supply of corn furnished them with the means of doing.
Exodus 12:17. | desire the Reader particularly to mark with
me, the display of divine mercy in the withholding the manna,
and giving the people corn. Nothing could be an higher proof
of Gop’s care and love for his people, than this supply of food
from heaven, while the people were in the wilderness, where
there were no fields for corn, and no supply of the common
staff of life could be obtained. But when the LORD is pleased
to make use of ordinary means, miraculous interpositions are
no longer necessary. But let not the Reader overlook the
spiritual lesson held forth to us in this sweet scripture,
especially, when Jesus hath himself opened its meaning. JEsus
himself is the bread of life, which this manna represented.
While his church is in a wilderness state, he is, and will be,
our unceasing food, conveyed to us in the means of
ordinances. But when we have once passed over Jordan, and
are come to our heavenly inheritance, we shall have the full
enjoyment of Jesus; without the medium of ordinances,—an
uninterrupted fruition of our Gob, in glory forever. John 6:48,
&c.

JOsHUA 5:13-15

(13) ¥ And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he
lifted up his eyes and looked, and, behold, there stood a man over
against him with his sword drawn in his hand: and Joshua went
unto him, and said unto him, Art thou for us, or for our
adversaries? (14) And he said, Nay; but as captain of the host of
the LORD am | now come. And Joshua fell on his face to the
earth, and did worship, and said unto him, What saith my lord
unto his servant? (15) And the captain of the LORD’S host said
unto Joshua, Loose thy shoe from off thy foot; for the place
whereon thou standest /s holy. And Joshua did so.
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I bring the whole of these verses into one view because they
are connected. And | desire the Reader to attend to the very
precious things contained in them. A more interesting portion,
perhaps, in reference to the LORD JESus, cannot be found in
the Old Testament. Joshua, we are told, was by Jericho.
Perhaps at prayer, or in meditation, seeking suitable grace
from the LorD in the critical season now opening before him.
He had, at the LorD’'s command, observed the feast of the
Passover, and of unleavened bread; and was now following
up those services in humbly waiting on the LORD. See
Habakkuk 2:1, 2. The sweetest seasons for expecting divine
manifestations are, when we have waited upon our Gob, in
his appointed way of ordinances. Who was this person to
whom Joshua paid such reverence? Was it not the same
whom Moses saw at the bush, though there appearing in a
different form? Compare. Exodus 3:2-6. If the Reader will look
further on to the next chapter (for the close of this is only
preparatory to the opening of the next) he will there discover,
that this person who appeared to him as a man, is spoken of
as JEHoOVAH, see Chap. 6:2. And if the Reader will connect with
this appearance to Joshua the several appearances made to
the patriarchs and other followers of the LORD, in the first
ages of the church, he will not be at a loss to discover, that it
must have been one and the same person which appeared to
these holy men of old, according to the different accounts
given of him: Genesis 18:2. 28:13. 32:24, &c. And who then
could it be, that appeared thus to Joshua, but he who is
indeed captain of the LorD’s, hosts, and is elsewhere called
the Captain of our salvation. Hebrews 2:10. Who but thee,
thou blessed Jesus! hath ever so manifested thy concern and
love for thy people, as to come down to deliver them from all
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their foes? How sweetly do we behold in this, and all the
other instances we meet with in thy word, thy gracious
longings, for tabernacling in substance of our flesh, when by
becoming man for us and for our salvation, thou hast made
us sons of Gob! Oh! thou dear Redeemer! even now as then,
do I not know, that all the gracious words which believers
hear from Gob, and all his gracious manifestations, are
delivered through thy person, and by thy mouth? John 1:18. |
beg the Reader to remark with me, that as Joshua so readily
and so cheerfully surrendered his authority to this person, and
fell before him with sacred worship, certainly his faith in
JEsus, was strikingly shown by those acts, and his views of
salvation by him, was evidently declared. Hebrews 11:32, &c.

REFLECTIONS

My soul! in the perusal of this chapter, stand still and see the
salvation of Gob! Behold how thy Gob puts terror in the
hearts of his and thy enemies! when thy Gob, thy Jesus, shall
have conducted thee over Jordan, their hearts shall melt
away, neither shall they have the spirit any more to make
their attacks upon thee. In the consciousness of this, I would
say, LORD! grant me the true circumcision of the SpIRIT! lead
me, blessed Jesus, to the banqueting house of thy love, and
may my soul keep the feast of the true passover, testifying to
the whole congregated world of angels and of men, that I
seek salvation only in thy blood and righteousness. And when
the manna of ordinances shall cease: when, O my Saviour, |
shall have done with my day and generation here below:
bring me to that country, that promised land and city, whose
builder and maker is Gob: and give me to eat of that hidden
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manna, which thou hast promised to all thy people. Precious
Jesus! do thou manifest thyself to me, as thou didst to thy
servant Joshua, as the Captain of the LorD’s host; and the
captain of my salvation. Was it not in these several
appearances of thine? Was it not to give Old Testament saints
a token of thy favor, and of the good will thou hadst towards
our nature? Was it not to convince them that thou wast
longing for the time, when as really and properly man, thou
wouldest bear our nature, and perform that great work, which
for our redemption sake thou hadst engaged to do, in the
covenant made between thy FATHER and thyself? And now
thou hast really and truly become man, and finished the work
the FATHER gave thee to do, wilt thou not to me, and to all thy
New Testament believers, agreeably to thy promise, manifest
thyself to our souls, otherwise than thou doest to the world?
Come dear JEsus, come to my soul in ordinance seasons, in
the sweet promises of thy word, in the tokens of thy
providences; comfort me, strengthen me, cheer my heart,
revive my poor languishing frame, brighten up my evidences,
warm my whole soul with thy love; and let me see, and my
sole happiness be found in this, that thy love is shed abroad,
from thine heart to mine, and that thou, and thou alone, art
formed there, the only hope of glory!

CHAPTER 6

CONTENTS

This chapter is the continuation of the former. He which
appeared to Joshua in the close of the foregoing chapter,
begins in this to give directions, as captain of the LORD'S host,
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how Joshua is to proceed in the reduction of Jericho. Here is
the progress of the siege, and the event of it, in the
overthrow of Jericho. Joshua pronounceth a curse upon the
builder of Jericho, whoever in after ages should attempt it.

JOSHUA 6:1
(1) 1 Now Jericho was straitly shut up because of the children of
Israel: none went out, and none came in.

If we spiritualize this history we shall find the outlines of it not
uninteresting. When Gob layeth siege to a soul, there is no
accommodation for peace. There is no truce in this war. None
goeth out, and none cometh in. The sinner makes no
overtures to throw down his arms and to surrender. And JESUS
must have a complete victory, or the object of salvation is not
answered. 2 Corinthians 10:4, 5.

JOSHUA 6:2
(2) And the LORD said unto Joshua, See, | have given into thine
hand Jericho, and the king thereof, and the mighty men of valour.

Reader! | beg of you to remark with me, that this is the same
person spoken of in the preceding chapter, as captain of the
LorD’s host: for, certainly as there is no interruption in the
history from what went before this is the beginning of the
discourse, in opening the cause for which the captain of the
LorD’s host, appeared unto Joshua. | need not, | should hope,
remind the Reader, that He which was called the captain of
the LORD’s host in that chapter, is in this said to be JEHOVAH. A
plain proof that Jesus is JEHOVAH; One with the FATHER, over
all, Gop blessed forever. Romans 9:5. | desire the Reader to
observe the LORD’S expression, | Aave given: that is, the thing
is as good as done that Gop appoints. We have a similar
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expression concerning the intercession of the LorD Jesus for
Peter before his fall, which furnisheth, as in this instance, a
sweet thought for faith to feed upon. Luke 22:31, 32.

JOSHUA 6:3-5

(3) And ye shall compass the city, all ye men of war, and go
round about the city once. Thus shalt thou do six days. (4) And
seven priests shall bear before the ark seven trumpets of rams’
horns: and the seventh day ye shall compass the city seven times,
and the priests shall blow with the trumpets. (5) And it shall
come to pass, that when they make a long blast with the ram’s
horn, and when ye hear the sound of the trumpet, all the people
shall shout with a great shout; and the wall of the city shall fall
down flat, and the people shall ascend up every man straight
before him.

This plan of omnipotence so astonishing as it appears to
human reason, was evidently intended for the glory of Gob,
and the exercise of the faith of Israel. But as the ark, in this
instance as in the former, at the fording of Jordan, formed the
principal object, how sweetly when beheld and explained in a
gospel sense, doth it set forth the sure victory of Gob’s
people, before whom Jesus goes, leading on his army to
conquest. The LorD had promised Israel that his people
should possess nations, whose cities were great and fenced
up to heaven. And here he graciously undertook to raze those
walls to the ground before them. Deuteronomy 9:1.

JOSHUA 6:6

(6) 1 And Joshua the son of Nun called the priests, and said unto
them, Take up the ark of the covenant, and let seven priests bear
seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of the LORD.

Every verse, and every circumstance contained in a verse,
relating to the reduction and overthrow of Jericho, is
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important and worthy to be attended to, if we view the whole
as undoubtedly it ought to be viewed, with a typical reference
to our spiritual conquests, through Jesus, over all the enemies
of our salvation. Observe how the campaign opens. It is with
the movement of the ark. Yes; if JEsus moves forward all his
people are to follow: so the church in the wilderness. Exodus
13:21. So the church now, in following the LAwvB
whithersoever he goeth. Revelation 14:4. Observe also, how
the priests are to precede the ark with their trumpets. Gop’s
ministers, in all ages of the church, are his heralds, to
proclaim the year of the LorD. The jubilee trumpet was
certainly a type of the glorious gospel. And do not the
servants of Jesus now, sound an alarm in his holy mountain,
when they hold up Jesus to the view of the poor sinner, and
denounce, as to the men of Jericho, vengeance to the haters
of the LorD: but pardon, mercy, and peace, to the lovers of
JESUS? Isaiah 27:13.

JOSHUA 6:7-8

(7) And he said unto the people, Pass on, and compass the city,
and let him that is armed pass on before the ark of the LORD. (8)
And it came to pass, when Joshua had spoken unto the people,
that the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams’ horns
passed on before the LORD, and blew with the trumpets: and the
ark of the covenant of the LORD followed them.

There must have been somewhat particularly animating when
the trumpets were blown, which bid defiance to the enemy,
but inspired courage to the LorRD’s people. We have a striking
instance in the encouragement it gave Ahijah against
Jeroboam: 2 Chronicles 13:12. The office of the priest was
intended as encouraging also, because it promised the LORD’S
presence. See Deuteronomy 20:1-4.
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JOsSHUA 6:9-10

(9) And the armed men went before the priests that blew with
the trumpets, and the rereward came after the ark, the priests
going on, and blowing with the trumpets. (10) And Joshua had
commanded the people, saying, Ye shall not shout, nor make any
noise with your voice, neither shall any word proceed out of your
mouth, until the day | bid you shout; then shall ye shout.

Though the armed men went before, yet their services would
not be required. The victory Gob our Saviour had graciously
reserved to himself. Silence throughout the camp intimated as
much, similar to what was said to Israel, at the Red Sea.
Exodus 14:13, 14.

JOSHUA 6:11
(11) So the ark of the LORD compassed the city, going about /t
once: and they came into the camp, and lodged in the camp.

I cannot help detaining the Reader to remark, what an odd
appearance this must have made to the enemy on the walls
of Jericho, who no doubt looked very anxiously on, from the
moment they saw Israel had passed the river, Reader! it is so
with the carnal world in their view of all the operations of
faith. Jesus and his saints, like Joshua and his fellows, are
men wondered at, neither can the unregenerate enter into
any apprehension of what their spiritual life is: see Zechariah
3:8. with 1 Corinthians 4:9-13.

JOSHUA 6:12-13

(12) And Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests took
up the ark of the LORD. (13) And seven priests bearing seven
trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of the LORD went on
continually, and blew with the trumpets: and the armed men went
before them; but the rereward came after the ark of the LORD,
the priests going on, and blowing with the trumpets.
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Rams-horns were apparently contemptible instruments. Silver
trumpets had been used in the temple service. Numbers 10:2.
But is there not a sweet instruction veiled under this? JEsus
worketh by base things of the world to confound things that
are mighty. The foolishness of preaching is blessed of Him, to
throw down the wisdom of this world, as the walls of Jericho
are made to fall at the blast of the ram's-horn. How sweetly
Paul recounts this, when he says the weapons of our warfare
are not carnal, but mighty. 2 Corinthians 10:4, 5.

JOsSHUA 6:14
(14) And the second day they compassed the city once, and
returned into the camp: so they did six days.

What, perhaps, at the first view and on the first day, when
the people marched round Jericho, most seriously alarmed
the men of Jericho in their entrenchments; probably by the
time that six days had passed, began now to excite security,
and even laughter. Alas! the sinner is never so near his ruin,
as, when he becomes hardened in his iniquity. When men say
peace, then, sudden destruction cometh upon them. |
Thessalonians 5:2, 3.

JOSHUA 6:15-16

(15) And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they rose early
about the dawning of the day, and compassed the city after the
same manner seven times: only on that day they compassed the
city seven times. (16) And it came to pass at the seventh time,
when the priests blew with the trumpets, Joshua said unto the
people, Shout; for the LORD hath given you the city.

Probably this was the LORD’s day; one of the seven clays must
have been so; and as this was the glorious day of victory, it is
more than probable that this might have been the very day.
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No doubt the whole process, both in the preceding six days,
and now, seven times going round the walls on the seventh
was intended for the exercise of the peoples faith. And hence
the Apostle next to the arm of Jesus, ascribes all the victory to
this glorious principle, when he tells us, that it was by faith
the walls fell down. Hebrews 11:30. But | beg the Reader to
remark with me, to what an exalted degree of faith, must the
mind of Joshua have been carried, when, before a single
stone fell, and exactly at finishing the seventh time of
compassing the walls, he commanded the people, to shout.
Dearest Jesus! what cannot a lively active faith in thy precious
salvation, and the assurance of being interested in it, do? Had
not Balaam this victory in contemplation, when he was
constrained before the son of Zippor, to testify that the LORD
his Gob was with Israel, and the shout of a king in his camp.
Numbers 23:21. And was not this shout, when commanded
by the Lorp, like the triumphs of faith answering to the
promise of Gop, by the words of his ministers, as did the
trumpets of the priests? | cannot dismiss this view of the
subject without detaining the Reader just to observe, that an
ancient writer upon the passage, hath very properly
remarked, that as Gob's people compass the walls of their
enemies round about by faith, during the six days of their
pilgrimage, and though they sometimes go heavily on, from
the body of sin and death they carry about with them, none
of the enemies' entrenchments all the while seeming to give
way; yet on the seventh day of salvation, when their Gob and
Saviour shalt descend from heaven, with a shout and the
voice of the archangel, and the trump of Gob; the whole of
Satan's kingdom shall then fall at once before our Jesus; and
his people shall go up and enter in, to the everlasting pos-
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session of their Canaan! But, Reader, remember, that in all
this there is nothing of human strength or human foresight.
Every event in the circumstances of GoD’s people joins issue,
with that voice, not by might tear by power, but by my SPIRIT,
saith the LorD. Zechariah 4:6.

JOSHUA 6:17

(17) 1 And the city shall be accursed, even it, and all that are
therein, to the LORD: only Rahab the harlot shall live, she and all
that are with her in the house, because she hid the messengers
that we sent.

Before the entry upon Jericho, Joshua gives suitable
directions for the government of the people in their victory,
and makes known the divine will concerning it. Reader!
observe in this appointment, how the line is drawn between
him that feareth the LorD, and him that feareth not. Malachi
3:18.

JOSHUA 6:18-19

(18) And ye, in any wise keep yourselves from the accursed
thing, lest ye make yourselves accursed, when ye take of the
accursed thing, and make the camp of Israel a curse, and trouble
it. (19) But all the silver, and gold, and vessels of brass and iron,
are consecrated unto the LORD: they shall come into the treasury
of the LORD.

Is there not a sweet spiritual sense here? Doth not Gob mean
to say, that they who have Jesus for their portion, should see
in him all they need, and not have their eyes look with an evil
covetousness, after any of the perishing things around them?
Habakkuk 2:9.

JOsHUA 6:20
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(20) So the people shouted when the priests blew with the
trumpets: and it came to pass, when the people heard the sound
of the trumpet, and the people shouted with a great shout, that
the wall fell down flat, so that the people went up into the city,
every man straight before him, and they took the city.

Pause, Reader, and behold in this instance, the wonderful
work of Gob! See how the LorD fights for his people! And
when you have duly pondered the history, spiritualize it in the
yet far sweeter subject of salvation by Jesus, our Almighty
Joshua; and rest assured, that such, but only in an infinitely
higher degree, will be the triumphs of thy Gop and Saviour,
followed by his holy army, in the day when all the walls,
which are fenced up to heaven, shall fall before him, and his
redeemed return from Zion, with songs of everlasting joy
upon their head., Isaiah 35:10. Revelation 12:10.

JOSHUA 6:21-25

(21) And they utterly destroyed all that was in the city, both man
and woman, young and old, and ox, and sheep, and ass, with the
edge of the sword. (22) But Joshua had said unto the two men
that had spied out the country, Go into the harlot’s house, and
bring out thence the woman, and all that she hath, as ye sware
unto her. (23) And the young men that were spies went in, and
brought out Rahab, and her father, and her mother, and her
brethren, and all that she had; and they brought out all her
kindred, and left them without the camp of Israel. (24) And they
burnt the city with fire, and all that was therein: only the silver,
and the gold, and the vessels of brass and of iron, they put into
the treasury of the house of the LORD. (25) And Joshua saved
Rahab the harlot alive, and her father's household, and all that
she had; and she dwelleth in Israel even unto this day; because
she hid the messengers, which Joshua sent to spy out Jericho.

I have brought these verses together into one point of view,
because they present to the Reader in one and the same
moment what the apostle saith: Behold the goodness and
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severity of Gob. Romans 11:22. What was there in the
character and conduct of Rahab, which could have entitled
her to favor above her countrymen? Is it not plain that grace
made all the difference? Doth not this history proclaim what
JEHovAaH himself had before proclaimed, | will be gracious to
whom | will be gracious. Exodus 33:19. | hope my Reader is
one of those who hath learned that grand truth: Sha/l not the
Judge of all the earth do right? Genesis 18:25. And if so, this
will serve to guide him through a thousand perplexing
circumstances he may meet with, both in the works of
providence and grace. We are poor blind creatures, and see
but a very little way into the plan of Gob’s government.
Depend upon it, by and by, when we come to see the whole,
and to know, even as we are known, this will be fully
manifested, that Gobp /s righteous in all his ways, and holy in
all his works. Psalm 114:17. | refer the Reader to what the
HoLy GHosT hath said on this subject, and every other of a
similar nature, by his servant the apostle, as a full answer to
all the impious objections of the unbeliever; Romans 9:14-26.

JOSHUA 6:26

(26) And Joshua adjured them at that time, saying, Cursed be the
man before the LORD, that riseth up and buildeth this city Jericho:
he shall lay the foundation thereof in his firstborn, and in his
youngest son shall he set up the gates of it.

Evidently Joshua acted in this adjuration, under the
immediate influence of the SpirRIT of the LoOrRD. The event
proves it, for in after ages, when Hial, the Bethelite, built
Jericho, what Joshua had predicted came to pass: see | Kings
16:34.

JOSHUA 6:27
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(27) So the LORD was with Joshua; and his fame was noised
throughout all the country.

In the strict sense of the original, that the word of the LorRD
was with Joshua, no doubt is meant the uncreated word, as
with Moses during the whole of his ministry. Exodus 3:4. Acts
7:38.

REFLECTIONS

PAUSE! my soul, again and again, over the several parts of
this most interesting chapter, and beg of Gob the HoLy GHOST
to give thee to see the gospel sense of it, in thine own
history. How was my heart, like Jericho, shut up, when the
LorD laid siege to my soul! when without were fightings,
within were fears! But when the LORD seemed to delay the
execution of his anger against me, and destruction did not
immediately follow, my confidence, like the men of Jericho,
revived, and my rebellious heart became again stout. Oh!
thou dearest Jesus, thou Almighty Joshua, when by thy SPIRIT,
thou didst break down all The walls and resistances of my
carnal nature, and didst cause the weapons of sin to fall out
of my hands; then didst thou conquer my soul, and make me
a willing captive in the day of thy power! Reader! let you and
I, while contemplating with holy joy the victory of JEsus,
rejoice with trembling, in beholding the inflexible justice of
GobD over his enemies. Oh! the discriminating grace of Gob to
his people. Oh! for an heart to love and adore such
unparalleled mercy! LORD! give us grace to lay low in the dust,
in token of our nothingness, and be ever ready to ascribe the
whole of salvation, from beginning to end, to Gob and the
LAMB.
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CHAPTER 7

CONTENTS

We have a sad interruption to the conquest of Canaan related
in this chapter, in one of the children of Israel disobeying the
commands of Gob, and taking of the spoil for himself; for
which sin the LORD manifested his displeasure against Israel,
and causeth the men of Ai, to be victorious over a party of
Israel. Joshua's distress upon this occasion is related also, and
his prayer to Gob. The LORD informs Joshua of the cause;
enquiry is made for the transgressor. And he and his house
being found, are stoned in the valley of Achor.

JOSHUA 7:1

(1) § But the children of Israel committed a trespass in the
accursed thing: for Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the
son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took of the accursed thing:
and the anger of the LORD was kindled against the children of
Israel.

Observe, Reader, though but one person is said to have taken
of the accursed thing, yet, the whole of Israel are included in
the trespass. And the reason is plain. Israel is here considered
as a body, and if one member transgress, of consequence the
whole body is implicated. Doth not this suggest to the Reader,
that solemn doctrine of the fall, in which, by one man's
disobedience many were made sinners. And doth not the
same doctrine lead by grace the Reader to that glorious soul-
transporting truth, that as /n Adam all die, in CHRIST shall all
be made alive. See those scriptures, Romans 5:12 to the end.
1 Corinthians 15:22.
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JOSHUA 7:2-3

(2) And Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which /s beside
Bethaven, on the east side of Bethel, and spake unto them,
saying, Go up and view the country. And the men went up and
viewed Ai. (3) And they returned to Joshua, and said unto him,
Let not all the people go up; but let about two or three thousand
men go up and smite Ai; and make not all the people to labour
thither; for they are but few.

The scouts were not interrupted in their progress by the
enemy, it seems, though for the sin of Achan the LORD
intended to chastise Israel.

JOSHUA 7:4-5

(4) So there went up thither of the people about three thousand
men: and they fled before the men of Ai. (5) And the men of Ai
smote of them about thirty and six men: for they chased them
from before the gate even unto Shebarim, and smote them in the
going down: wherefore the hearts of the people melted, and
became as water.

Reader! spiritualize the passage, and say: Doth not your heart
melt, when at any time the enemy seemeth to triumph, when
from unbelief; or disobedience, or backsliding, the LorD hath
a controversy with you? See that sweet text of Ezra, 9:6-10.

JOSHUA 7:6

(6) T And Joshua rent his clothes, and fell to the earth upon his
face before the ark of the LORD until the eventide, he and the
elders of Israel, and put dust upon their heads.

Every step in the conduct of Joshua on this occasion deserves
attention. He was unconscious of the cause, and for the
moment, in the paroxysm of his distress, had forgotten to
reflect, that it must have been some offence which induced it.
Reader! depend upon it, if at any time the LORD JESUS seems
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to frown, the cause, if searched out, will be soon discovered;
sin is at the bottom. And if sin be felt by the soul heavy,
depend upon it, our affliction, be what it may, will appear
light. The church thought so, when she said, Wherefore doth
a living man complain, a man for the punishment of his sins.
Lamentations 3:39, 40.

JOSHUA 7:7

(7) And Joshua said, Alas, O Lord GOD, wherefore hast thou at all
brought this people over Jordan, to deliver us into the hand of the
Amorites, to destroy us? would to God we had been content, and
dwelt on the other side Jordan!

After Joshua had humbled himself before the LorD, and lain
low in the dust, he now takes hold of GoD’s strength to make
peace. JEsus is the strength and peace of his people. Isaiah
27:5.

JOSHUA 7:8-9
(8) O Lord, what shall I say, when Israel turneth their backs
before their enemies! (9) For the Canaanites and all the
inhabitants of the land shall hear of jt, and shall environ us round,
and cut off our name from the earth: and what wilt thou do unto
thy great name?

Joshua advanceth in his argument of wrestling with Gop, and
pleads, as the strongest and best of all arguments, the glory
and honour of his name. What wilt thou do unto thy great
name? Reader! mark it down as a memorandum, that Gob
pledgeth his faithfulness for the fulfillment of all his promises
in CHRIST JESUS. Precious assurance! JEsus is himself the great
promise of the Bible. And in him all other promises are folded
up and included. We have not only his blood and
righteousness, our security for the fulfillment of them: but our

51



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

GobD and FATHER is engaged, in all his covenant engagements,
by his word and by his oath, to the same. You and | may,
therefore, plead with our Gob upon all occasions, as Joshua
did, the glory and honour of JEHOVAHS name, as the most
certain security for the accomplishment of all his promises in
JeEsus. LorD! if the enemy triumph, where is our confidence in
JEsus? It matters not what becomes of us, or if our worthless
names were to perish forever: but thine honour is a thousand
times dearer than our lives. Oh! never let the enemy say,
Where /s now thy Gob? These are sweet and powerful
pleadings before the throne: for here is found in them the
work of the HoLy GHosT, enabling the soul so to plead; the
faithfulness of the FATHER, and the honour of his name; and
the never-failing covenant, blood and righteousness of JEsus.
See also, another beautiful instance of this kind: Exodus
32:11-14.

JOsSHUA 7:10
(10) 1 And the LORD said unto Joshua, Get thee up; wherefore
liest thou thus upon thy face?

Observe how instantly the LOorRD answers prayer. So Daniel
found it while he was yet speaking. Daniel 9:21. It is even so,
when we lodge our sorrows and complaints before Gob. Here
lies all the mighty difference between the carnal and the
awakened. Carnal men in their crosses complain of Gob.
Gracious souls complain to Gopb. Where shall we go in our
troubles, but to the LoRrRD Jesus? See Job 23:3, 4.

JOSHUA 7:11
(11) Israel hath sinned, and they have also transgressed my
covenant which I commanded them: for they have even taken of
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the accursed thing, and have also stolen, and dissembled also,
and they have put /t even among their own stuff.

The LorD mercifully points to the cause. Yes! unless the HoLy
GHOST discovers to us our sins, never shall we be convinced of
them. John 16:8.

JOSHUA 7:12

(12) Therefore the children of Israel could not stand before their
enemies, but turned their backs before their enemies, because
they were accursed: neither will I be with you any more, except
ye destroy the accursed from among you.

Such will be the issue in all generations. Sin separates
between the LorD and man, and it is JEsus only which makes
up the breach, by his blood and righteousness. Reader! mark
the solemn expression of the LORD’S determination; in which
the LoRD saith, neither will 1 be with you any more, except ye
destroy the accursed from among you. Oh! for grace to
search out the Achan in the heart; to accept the punishment
of our iniquity; to put away the ungodly thing, and to come
under that blood of sprinkling, which alone cleanseth from all
sin. Leviticus 26:41, 42. Hebrews 12:24.

JOsSHUA 7:13-15

(13) Up, sanctify the people, and say, Sanctify yourselves against
to morrow: for thus saith the LORD God of Israel, 7here is an
accursed thing in the midst of thee, O Israel: thou canst not stand
before thine enemies, until ye take away the accursed thing from
among you. (14) In the morning therefore ye shall be brought
according to your tribes: and it shall be, that the tribe which the
LORD taketh shall come according to the families thereof ; and
the family which the LORD shall take shall come by households;
and the household which the LORD shall take shall come man by
man. (15) And it shall be, that he that is taken with the accursed
thing shall be burnt with fire, he and all that he hath: because he
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hath transgressed the covenant of the LORD, and because he
hath wrought folly in Israel.

Reader! doth not your heart tremble while this examination is
making? Do you not feel interested in the prospect of a similar
enquiry, which must one day take place in your own
circumstances? May there not be an Achan in your heart?
Have you looked diligently, searched the ground of your
hopes, and seen whether Jesus be indeed your security? have
you heard that precious voice, referring to your own case:
deliver him from going down to the pit, 1 have found a
ransom! Oh! for assurance in a matter of such infinite
concern. Job 33:23, 24.

JOSHUA 7:16-18

(16) 1 So Joshua rose up early in the morning, and brought Israel
by their tribes; and the tribe of Judah was taken: (17) And he
brought the family of Judah; and he took the family of the
Zarhites: and he brought the family of the Zarhites man by man;
and Zabdi was taken: (18) And he brought his household man by
man; and Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of
Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was taken.

Observe, Reader! the tribe of Judah, out of which our LORD,
after the flesh, sprang, had an Achan in it. And only of twelve
disciples the LorD had a Judas. Dearest Redeemer! let me
pause to admire and adore thy wonderful condescension! In
all things, and in all alliances, how precious is it to see thee
going before us! Hebrews 2:17, 18.

JOSHUA 7:19

(19) And Joshua said unto Achan, My son, give, | pray thee, glory
to the LORD God of Israel, and make confession unto him; and tell
me now what thou hast done; hide /# not from me.
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Observe what a beautiful example Joshua holds forth to
judges, and men in authority, when exercising their judicial
power over the guilty. No railing accusation, but the most
patient language. There needed no confession by way of
gaining information, for the same LorD, who by lot pointed to
the very man, could with equal ease have pointed to the
crime. But it was, perhaps, meant in mercy to Achan, that by
confessing his sin, the LorD might be merciful to his soul in
another world, though suffering the just reward of his deeds
in the body in this. Luke 23:39-43.

JOSHUA 7:20-22

(20) And Achan answered Joshua, and said, Indeed | have sinned
against the LORD God of Israel, and thus and thus have | done:
(21) When | saw among the spoils a goodly Babylonish garment,
and two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold of fifty
shekels weight, then | coveted them, and took them; and, behold,
they are hid in the earth in the midst of my tent, and the silver
under it. (22) So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran unto the
tent; and, behold, /¢ was hid in his tent, and the silver under it.

Achan (or as he is called in 1 Chronicles 2:7. Achar) which
signifies trouble, corresponded to the evil he had brought
upon lIsrael. Alas! what endless troubles do not the same lusts
of the eye, and the corruption of the heart, induce in life!

JOSHUA 7:23-26

(23) And they took them out of the midst of the tent, and
brought them unto Joshua, and unto all the children of Israel, and
laid them out before the LORD. (24) And Joshua, and all Israel
with him, took Achan the son of Zerah, and the silver, and the
garment, and the wedge of gold, and his sons, and his daughters,
and his oxen, and his asses, and his sheep, and his tent, and all
that he had: and they brought them unto the valley of Achor. (25)
And Joshua said, Why hast thou troubled us? the LORD shall
trouble thee this day. And all Israel stoned him with stones, and
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burned them with fire, after they had stoned them with stones.
(26) And they raised over him a great heap of stones unto this
day. So the LORD turned from the fierceness of his anger.
Wherefore the name of that place was called, The valley of Achor,
unto this day.

It is awful to behold the sure effects of sin. It is awful to
behold how it involves a man's posterity in the commission of
it. Oh! all-precious Jesus! where, but for thee, would the sin of
our first parent Adam have involved the everlasting ruin of all
his race! And what door of hope, but in thy blood and
righteousness, should any of his posterity have found to have
escaped the wrath to come? Is it not from this very thing, in
the salvation of Jesus, the HoLy GHOST commissioned the pro-
phet in after ages, when pointing to the gospel church to
proclaim that from thence, the LorD would give her a door of
hope. For who but Jesus is the hope of Israel and the Saviour
thereof? Jeremiah 14:8. And when doth Jesus appear more
lovely, more interesting and desirable than when the soul is
brought down to the deepest of soul distresses by reason of
sin in the valley of Achor? Hosea 2:14, 15.

REFLECTIONS

BEHOLD, my soul, in the dreadful example of Achan, the
ruined state of our corrupt nature: and, while justly
condemning him, learn to search thyself. Oh! who can stand
in GoD’s sight, and challenge strict enquiry. LorD! | would say;
Enter not into judgment with thy servant, for in thy sight can
no man living be justified! Teach me, thou blessed SpPIRIT of
all truth, teach me to look into myself; to lay my hand with
trembling and godly fear upon my heart, and ask how my Gob
is sanctified? How are his commands reverenced? And how
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his name and majesty honoured? Alas! | fear from the
principle of self-love and self-deception, | shall make no
discovery equal to what the state really is. Teach me then,
thou HoLy SPIRIT, so to stand convinced, of the multitude of
transgressions which are secret to my own knowledge, but
which are all open to the light of Gop’s countenance, that
solemnly condemned in my own heart | may fly to JEsus, take
refuge in his all-atoning blood and justifying righteousness;
that 1 may plead this, and this only, before the throne, under
all the self-reproaches of my own mind, the charges of Satan,
the curses of Gob’s broken law, and the holy demands of his
justice. Here, dearest Jesus, do | fix my hope. On thee do |
hang all my expectations of pardon, mercy, and peace,
through thy blood. And when the demand is made, what |
have to say, this shall be all my plea: 7hou shalt answer for
me, O LORrRD my GOoD.

CHAPTER 8
CONTENTS

In this chapter we have an account of the renewal of Israel’s
victories. The LORD encourageth Joshua, and the holy army
conquereth Ai: the king of Ai is taken and hanged: Joshua
erects an altar to the LORD. writes the law on stones, causeth
the repeatal of the blessings, and cursings, and of the law to
be read in the ears of the people.

JOSHUA 8:1
(1) T And the LORD said unto Joshua, Fear not, neither be thou
dismayed: take all the people of war with thee, and arise, go up to
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Ai: see, | have given into thy hand the king of Ai, and his people,
and his city, and his land:

Observe, the renewal of the friendly intercourse between Gob
and his people, begins on Gob’s part. If we love him, it is
because he first loved us. Probably Joshua paused on the
further prosecution of war, after what had happened, of Israel
being chased by the men of Ai: the LORD therefore
encourageth him. Reader! it is sweet amidst all our doubts
and fears in our spiritual warfare, to hear the voice of JEsus
calling us to come on. Song Of Solomon 5:2.

JOSHUA 8:2

(2) And thou shalt do to Ai and her king as thou didst unto
Jericho and her king: only the spoil thereof, and the cattle thereof,
shall ye take for a prey unto yourselves: lay thee an ambush for
the city behind it.

How gracious the LOrRD promiseth! Is it not so, in all our wars?
The final issue is not doubtful. Romans 16:20. Observe how
the LorD giveth the spoil and the cattle now to Israel, not as
in the case of Jericho. See chap. 6:19. And observe,
moreover, that the LOrRD graciously condescendeth to teach
Joshua, by an ambush, how to war. The prophet Isaiah,
ascribeth the knowledge of the husbandman to the LORD’S
teaching. And David refers all his power and might in war to
the same source: compare lIsaiah 28:24 to the end, with
Psalm 144:1, 2. It is most sweet and precious, to refer all our
powers, of what kind soever they may be, unto the LORD.
Isaiah 42:16.

JosHUA 8:3-9
(3) 1 So Joshua arose, and all the people of war, to go up against
Ai: and Joshua chose out thirty thousand mighty men of valour,
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and sent them away by night. (4) And he commanded them,
saying, Behold, ye shall lie in wait against the city, even behind
the city: go not very far from the city, but be ye all ready: (5)
And I, and all the people that are with me, will approach unto the
city: and it shall come to pass, when they come out against us, as
at the first, that we will flee before them, (6) (For they will come
out after us) till we have drawn them from the city; for they will
say, They flee before us, as at the first: therefore we will flee
before them. (7) Then ye shall rise up from the ambush, and
seize upon the city: for the LORD your God will deliver it into your
hand. (8) And it shall be, when ye have taken the city, that ye
shall set the city on fire: according to the commandment of the
LORD shall ye do. See, | have commanded you. (9) Joshua
therefore sent them forth: and they went to lie in ambush, and
abode between Bethel and Ai, on the west side of Ai: but Joshua
lodged that night among the people.

How beautiful to observe piety blended with valor. No doubt,
after Joshua had arranged and formed the disposition of his
army, according to the command of Gob, he retired to this
valley, where he lodged that night among the people, to
enjoy communion with Gobp in prayer. Like another Jacob,
who, when he had sent his little army over the brook, stayed
to wrestle with his Covenant-head and Gop in prayer: or, like
a greater than Jacob, and of whom Joshua was a type, after
he had sent the multitudes away, went up into a mountain
apart to pray. See Genesis 32:23, 24. Matthew 14:23.

JOSHUA 8:10-22

(10) And Joshua rose up early in the morning, and numbered the
people, and went up, he and the elders of Israel, before the
people to Ai. (11) And all the people, even the people of war that
were with him, went up, and drew nigh, and came before the city,
and pitched on the north side of Ai: now there was a valley
between them and Ai. (12) And he took about five thousand men,
and set them to lie in ambush between Bethel and Ai, on the west
side of the city. (13) And when they had set the people, even all
the host that was on the north of the city, and their liers in wait
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on the west of the city, Joshua went that night into the midst of
the valley. (14) And it came to pass, when the king of Ai saw /t,
that they hasted and rose up early, and the men of the city went
out against lIsrael to battle, he and all his people, at a time
appointed, before the plain; but he wist not that there were liers
in ambush against him behind the city. (15) And Joshua and all
Israel made as if they were beaten before them, and fled by the
way of the wilderness. (16) And all the people that were in Ai
were called together to pursue after them: and they pursued after
Joshua, and were drawn away from the city. (17) And there was
not a man left in Ai or Bethel, that went not out after Israel: and
they left the city open, and pursued after Israel. (18) And the
LORD said unto Joshua, Stretch out the spear that /s in thy hand
toward Ai; for | will give it into thine hand. And Joshua stretched
out the spear that fe had in his hand toward the city. (19) And
the ambush arose quickly out of their place, and they ran as soon
as he had stretched out his hand: and they entered into the city,
and took it, and hasted and set the city on fire. (20) And when
the men of Ai looked behind them, they saw, and, behold, the
smoke of the city ascended up to heaven, and they had no power
to flee this way or that way: and the people that fled to the
wilderness turned back upon the pursuers. (21) And when Joshua
and all Israel saw that the ambush had taken the city, and that
the smoke of the city ascended, then they turned again, and slew
the men of Ai. (22) And the other issued out of the city against
them; so they were in the midst of Israel, some on this side, and
some on that side: and they smote them, so that they let none of
them remain or escape.

I pass over, in a short remark, the mercy of the LORD
vouchsafed Israel in this victory, to call the Reader's attention,
to the manner in which the LoRD was pleased to appoint the
victory should be obtained; and that was, seemingly, in being
overcome. lIsrael for awhile appeared as routed, and become
an easy prey, and the enemy triumphed with an high hand.
Reader, is it not so with our Almighty Joshua and his army in
their warfare? Do not his people seem to flee before their
enemies? When they fall, doth not the foe cry, Aha! so would
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we have it: and like that monster of old, who, was a type of
the devil, doth he not still say, “I will pursue, | will overtake, I
will divide the spoil.” But, our JEsus conquers, even by
apparently being overcome. By dying and by death he
overcame death. And by his cross he spoiled principalities and
powers, and triumphed over them openly. Oh! thou glorious
Captain of our salvation, to thee belongeth the whole victory.
In becoming weak thou hast conquered the strong: and in
poverty opened the true riches. By thy humiliation in taking
upon thee our nature, and by thy death and passion, thou
hast gotten thyself the victory. LorD, lead me on in all my
spiritual warfare, under thy guidance and protection: for thou
art my strength and my song, and art become my salvation.
Isaiah 12:2.

JOSHUA 8:23-29

(23) 1 And the king of Ai they took alive, and brought him to
Joshua. (24) And it came to pass, when Israel had made an end
of slaying all the inhabitants of Ai in the field, in the wilderness
wherein they chased them, and when they were all fallen on the
edge of the sword, until they were consumed, that all the
Israelites returned unto Ai, and smote it with the edge of the
sword. (25) And so it was, that all that fell that day, both of men
and women, were twelve thousand, even all the men of Ai. (26)
For Joshua drew not his hand back, wherewith he stretched out
the spear, until he had utterly destroyed all the inhabitants of Ai.
(27) Only the cattle and the spoil of that city Israel took for a
prey unto themselves, according unto the word of the LORD which
he commanded Joshua. (28) And Joshua burnt Ai, and made it an
heap for ever, even a desolation unto this day. (29) And the king
of Ai he hanged on a tree until eventide: and as soon as the sun
was down, Joshua commanded that they should take his carcase
down from the tree, and cast it at the entering of the gate of the
city, and raise thereon a great heap of stones, that remaineth
unto this day.

61



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

The sacred historian relates in those verses, the improvement
which Israel made of their victory; and a glorious one it was;
because there was nothing done here, but what was
agreeable to the divine appointment. If the Reader keeps in
view, the spiritual sense of those wars he meets with in the
holy word, and recollects while reading those accounts, that
these things were typical of JEsus and his army, subduing all
the enemies of our salvation; his mind will be led to this most
certain conclusion, that the victory cannot be complete, until
the LorD JEsus hath put all his enemies under his footstool.
See 1 Corinthians 15:25, 26, compared with Hebrews 2:3, 9.

(30) 1 Then Joshua built an altar unto the LORD God of Israel in mount
Ebal,

Observe, how lovely it is, when even war is not suffered to
interrupt religious services to Gob. Though Joshua was now
getting more and more into the heart of the enemies' country,
yet he will pause to bless Gop, Oh! that all the victories of
Israel now, were thus followed up with praise!

JOSHUA 8:31
(31) As Moses the servant of the LORD commanded the children
of Israel, as it is written in the book of the law of Moses, an altar
of whole stones, over which no man hath lift up any iron: and
they offered thereon burnt offerings unto the LORD, and sacrificed
peace offerings.

The Reader will find this command twice given. Deuteronomy
11:29, 30. Deuteronomy 27:2. And what day so proper, as
the day made remarkable by a plenitude of mercies!

JOSHUA 8:32-33
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(32) And he wrote there upon the stones a copy of the law of
Moses, which he wrote in the presence of the children of Israel.
(33) And all lIsrael, and their elders, and officers, and their
judges, stood on this side the ark and on that side before the
priests the Levites, which bare the ark of the covenant of the
LORD, as well the stranger, as he that was born among them; half
of them over against mount Gerizim, and half of them over
against mount Ebal; as Moses the servant of the LORD had
commanded before, that they should bless the people of Israel.

Observe, the ark is particularly noticed. And when the
sacrifices were offered, and the law of curses was read, and
the altar itself set up, upon the very spot Mount Ebal, where
the curses were to be pronounced, who doth not see, or will
not behold, how sweetly all these things pointed to the ever-
blessed Jesus, whom that altar represented, and who is
expressly said, to be made sin for us, and to have redeemed
us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us, that
we might be made the righteousness of Gob in him. Is he not
the ark and the altar, the high priest and the sacrifice?
Galatians 3:13. 2 Corinthians 5:21.

JOSHUA 8:34-35

(34) And afterward he read all the words of the law, the blessings
and cursings, according to all that is written in the book of the
law. (35) There was not a word of all that Moses commanded,
which Joshua read not before all the congregation of Israel, with
the women, and the little ones, and the strangers that were
conversant among them.

It is a most profitable thing to have the law often read, in
order that, by viewing the universal condemnation of it, the
precious delivery from it by the law-fulfilling, law-expiating,
and sin-atoning merits, and blood of Jesus, might become
more exceedingly precious. For certain it is, the HoLy GHOST
hath been pleased to leave it upon record, that by the law is
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the knowledge of sin, and it becomes a blessed schoolmaster
to CHRIST. And | venture to think, that it is on this account,
the Ten Commandments are placed over the altars of our
churches, and read every LORD'S day, in order that true
believers in CHRIST, may see and confess the justice of their
condemnation, in the very moment they are looking up to
that precious blood of Jesus, as represented at the table,
being shed to wash away the sins of all his people. Romans
7:7. Galatians 3:24.

REFLECTIONS

BLESSED Jesus! while | behold A/ and her king, and
everything appertaining to her subdued, brought down, and
destroyed, under thy servant Joshua, as thy type and
representative, oh! give me to see, and as firmly to believe,
that all the Ai's of the present moment, shall bow down and
be vanquished, which oppose the salvation of thy people.
Lead me on, blessed Captain, conquering and to conquer:
from grace to grace, and from strength to strength. And like
thine army, which | here behold, teach me by thy HoLy SpIRIT,
to pause over the several victories and the redemptions which
thou workest for me, to offer my sacrifice and to bless my
Gob, as | go on, even in the presence of my foes. Do thou,
blessed Jesus, who hast with thine own arm, gotten thyself
the victory; do thou only hold me up, and bear me on, and
carry me through, until thou shalt bring me in to the full
possession of the Canaan which is above; be thou my sun and
my shield, my hiding place and my covert, and then shall |
assuredly know, that my Gob which giveth grace, will
assuredly give glory.
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CHAPTER 9

CONTENTS

This chapter relates to us, the confederacy formed by the
several kings of Canaan to fight against Israel. The subtilty of
Gibeon, to make peace with Israel;, and the event of their
craft, in being made servants to Israel.

JOsHUA 9:1-2

(1) T And it came to pass, when all the kings which were on this
side Jordan, in the hills, and in the valleys, and in all the coasts of
the great sea over against Lebanon, the Hittite, and the Amorite,
the Canaanite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite, heard
thereof, (2)That they gathered themselves together, to fight with
Joshua and with Israel, with one accord.

Reader! observe, how all nations unite against Israel. No
doubt, the Hittite and the Amorite, had their jealousies and
struggles one among another for preeminence, as well as
other people; but, yet there is but one common cause among
them, when the LORD’s people are the object. Was it not so in
after ages, when the LorD of his people himself, was brought
before Herod and Pilate. Foes as they had been to each other,
yet when Jesus and his cause comes in view, the same day
they are made friends together. Luke 23:12. Is it not so now?
Are not all the parties of sin confederates against JESus?
Psalm 83:2-7.

JOSHUA 9:3
(3) 1 And when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what Joshua had
done unto Jericho and to Ai,
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The Gibeonites, as appears by the 17" verse, possessed four
cities in the country of the Hivites.

JOSHUA 9:4-6

(4) They did work wilily, and went and made as if they had been
ambassadors, and took old sacks upon their asses, and wine
bottles, old, and rent, and bound up; (5) And old shoes and
clouted upon their feet, and old garments upon them; and all the
bread of their provision was dry and mouldy. (6) And they went
to Joshua unto the camp at Gilgal, and said unto him, and to the
men of Israel, We be come from a far country: now therefore
make ye a league with us.

I pass over the historical relation of the Gibeonites conduct, to
direct the Reader to the spiritual gospel sense of the passage.
Are not those Gibeonites a picture of the Gentile Church,
coming to our Almighty Joshua, in all the poverty of the
tattered garments of a ruined nature, and from having heard
of the wonders wrought by the Gob of Israel in a covenant
way, earnest to seek the redemption of their life, in any
manner, and upon any terms, the LorD shall think proper?
Reader, bring the subject nearer home. Are not we ourselves
by nature like the men of Gibeon, being Gentiles and aliens to
the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants
of promise? And as such, until introduced into the privilege of
the church of Jesus, and brought nigh by his blood, may it not
be said of us, that we are from a far country? For who so far
from salvation by Jesus, as those who sit under his gospel,
and yet to whom it is the savour of death unto death?
Ephesians 2:11-13. 2 Corinthians 2:16.

JOSHUA 9:7-14

(7) And the men of Israel said unto the Hivites, Peradventure ye
dwell among us; and how shall we make a league with you? (8)
And they said unto Joshua, We are thy servants. And Joshua said
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unto them, Who are ye? and from whence come ye? (9) And they
said unto him, From a very far country thy servants are come
because of the name of the LORD thy God: for we have heard the
fame of him, and all that he did in Egypt, (10) And all that he did
to the two kings of the Amorites, that were beyond Jordan, to
Sihon king of Heshbon, and to Og king of Bashan, which was at
Ashtaroth. (11) Wherefore our elders and all the inhabitants of
our country spake to us, saying, Take victuals with you for the
journey, and go to meet them, and say unto them, We are your
servants: therefore now make ye a league with us. (12) This our
bread we took hot for our provision out of our houses on the day
we came forth to go unto you; but now, behold, it is dry, and it is
mouldy: (13) And these bottles of wine, which we filled, were
new; and, behold, they be rent: and these our garments and our
shoes are become old by reason of the very long journey. (14)
And the men took of their victuals, and asked not counsel at the
mouth of the LORD.

The, deceit which the Gibeonites made use of, blinded the
eyes of Israel. And it is astonishing it should, so: for in the
close of the defeat of Ai, Joshua caused lIsrael to hear the
command of Gob, that no covenant of peace was to be made
with the inhabitants of Canaan, on any consideration
whatever. See Deuteronomy 7:1, 2. Yet it is worth our ob-
servation at the same time, that certain provision for peace,
the gracious LOrRD had made, concerning those nations, like
Gibeon, who accepted overtures of peace. | beg the Reader
particularly to consult on this point, Deuteronomy 20:10, 11.
And is there not much of gospel here? Is it not thus, that our
Almighty Joshua sends out his ambassadors to propound
pardon, mercy, and peace, in the blood of his cross, and
prays sinners in CHRIST'S stead, to be reconciled to Gop? 2
Corinthians 5:20.

JOSHUA 9:15
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(15) 1 And Joshua made peace with them, and made a league
with them, to let them live: and the princes of the congregation
sware unto them.

Reader! do not fail to behold your own interest and concern in
this history. Are you come, as the men of Gibeon, to seek
peace in Jesus? And hath your Almighty Joshua made peace
with you, and entered into covenant with you, and made you
his? Read that precious passage of Jesus's love to this purport,
concerning his church: Ezekiel 16:8.

JOsHUA 9:16

(16) And it came to pass at the end of three days after they had
made a league with them, that they heard that they were their
neighbours, and that they dwelt among them.

When we consider the motives for which Gibeon sought the
peace of Israel, because as they said, they had heard of the
LorRD GobD of Israel: when we add to this consideration, that
the people of Israel, were all of them to a man, led to make
peace with them they knew not how: and when we consider
yet further, that the LorRD gave lIsrael an account of the
Gibeonites, as we read in the next chapter, the most glorious
victory Joshua ever had, we cannot but be led to reflect that
the hand of Gob was in it. Dearest Jesus! is it not thus, that
thy kingdom is to be extended, and that the Gentiles are to
come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy shining?
Isaiah 60:3.

JOSHUA 9:17-18

(17) And the children of Israel journeyed, and came unto their
cities on the third day. Now their cities were Gibeon, and
Chephirah, and Beeroth, and Kirjathjearim. (18) And the children
of Israel smote them not, because the princes of the congregation
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had sworn unto them by the LORD God of Israel. And all the
congregation murmured against the princes.

The murmuring of the congregation, on account of the mercy
shown Gibeon, serves to remind us, of the displeasure of the
elder brother in the parable, because of the mercy shown the
younger. The case is similar. Our LoORD thereby evidently
meant to show, how, in the first instance, our elder brother
the Jew is hurt, at his younger brother the Gentile being
made a fellow-heir, and partaker of the same promise in
JEsus. But dearest Jesus! how doth it tend to endear thee to
the love of all thy people! And how endeared no less is the
FATHER'S grace and mercy thereby to every believers heart.
Luke 15:25. to the end; Ephesians 3:6. Isaiah 49:6.

JOSHUA 9:19-21

(19) But all the princes said unto all the congregation, We have
sworn unto them by the LORD God of Israel: now therefore we
may not touch them. (20) This we will do to them; we will even
let them live, lest wrath be upon us, because of the oath which we
sware unto them. (21) And the princes said unto them, Let them
live; but let them be hewers of wood and drawers of water unto
all the congregation; as the princes had promised them.

Observe, how the LorD overruled the minds of his people, in
behalf of Gibeon. See this doctrine illustrated more fully:
Genesis 20:3-7.

JOSHUA 9:22-23

(22) 1 And Joshua called for them, and he spake unto them,
saying, Wherefore have ye beguiled us, saying, We are very far
from you; when ye dwell among us? (23) Now therefore ye are
cursed, and there shall none of you be freed from being bondmen,
and hewers of wood and drawers of water for the house of my
God.
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The curse here denounced by Joshua, is done away by the
privilege the Gibeonites were brought into, as incorporated
among Gob’s heritage. Jesus hath redeemed both Israel and
the Gentile church from the curse of the law, being made a
curse for them. And if they were doomed to servitude, it was
a service that is perfect freedom when employed in the house
of Gob.

JOSHUA 9:24-25

(24) And they answered Joshua, and said, Because it was
certainly told thy servants, how that the LORD thy God
commanded his servant Moses to give you all the land, and to
destroy all the inhabitants of the land from before you, therefore
we were sore afraid of our lives because of you, and have done
this thing. (25) And now, behold, we are in thine hand: as it
seemeth good and right unto thee to do unto us, do.

Reader! remark with me, what grace teacheth. Doth not every
poor sinner, when he is brought by the HoLy GHOST to JEsus,
our Almighty Joshua, doth he not say: Behold I am in thine
hand, do LoRrD as it seemeth right by me.

JOSHUA 9:26
(26) And so did he unto them, and delivered them out of the
hand of the children of Israel, that they slew them not.

Here, surely, | behold my Jesus, delivering me from the hand
of every enemy, and rebuking Satan, who stands to accuse
me. Zechariah 3:1, 2.

JOSHUA 9:27

(27) And Joshua made them that day hewers of wood and
drawers of water for the congregation, and for the altar of the
LORD, even unto this day, in the place which he should choose.
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Oh! what an honour were those Gibeonites brought to, in this
best of all services. If the Reader will consult the prophecy of
Isaiah, he will there discover, that the LorD hath promised to
gather all nations to see his glory; and that he will make of
the poor heathens, like Gibeon, priests and Levites for his
sanctuary: Isaiah 66: 18-21.

REFLECTIONS

PAUSE, my soul, over this chapter, and in the review of the
conduct of Gibeon, behold and see, what an earnest concern
this people manifested for the preservation of their lives. And
wilt not thou feel a more awakened concern for thine
everlasting welfare? Is it not said in Gob’s most holy word, as
it was told the Gibeonites, that the LORD hath given
commandment, to destroy all nations that are not his Israel?
Is it not a most sure and certain truth, that the hour is
hastening when the wicked shall be turned into hell, and all
the people that forget Gop? And wilt not thou arise, and flee
for thy life, and seek peace with thy Joshua, in the covenant
promises of Israel?

Oh! thou Great and Almighty Joshua, thou sent, and sealed,
and anointed of thy FATHER; behold | am come to thee, and
am come from a far country indeed, for who so far from Gob
as the sinner, until brought nigh by the blood of Jesus. My
own garments and my own covering are old, like the
Gibeonites. They were indeed once new, when my nature in
my first parent was erected in Gob’s image; but now rent and
torn, and worse than nothing. Make thou a league with my
soul, | desire to be thy servant forever: far better wilt it be to
be thy servant in the lowest place, a door keeper in thine
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house, than to dwell in the tents of ungodliness, though in a
royal city, like Gibeon. If 1 am thy servant, | shall be the
LorD’s freeman. And to be but a hewer of wood, or a drawer
of water, for the service of thy sanctuary, will 1 esteem an
higher honor than to enjoy all the pleasures of sin for a
season. Thy reproach will be greater riches to me, than all the
treasures of Egypt.

CHAPTER 10
CONTENTS

This chapter contains the relation of wonderful events: five
kings wage war against Joshua, in the south of Canaan.
Gibeon is made the seat of war, in the first instance, because
of their league with Israel. Joshua hasteneth to the rescue of
Gibeon, and carrieth on his victories, in taking and destroying
six royal cities: the sun and moon at the voice of Joshua
stand still: hailstones are sent from heaven, to aid Joshua in
the destruction of the kingdoms: after his victories Joshua
returneth unto Gilgal.

JOsSHUA 10:1

(1) 1 Now it came to pass, when Adonizedek king of Jerusalem
had heard how Joshua had taken Ai, and had utterly destroyed it;
as he had done to Jericho and her king, so he had done to Ai and
her king; and how the inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with
Israel, and were among them;

I have often pondered over the name of this king, and been
led to wonder whence he derived it. ADONI signifies LORD, and
hence our Jesus is called Abonal, Psalm 110:1, where it is
said, JEHOVAH the LORD said unto my ADONAI, LORD. And again
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by the prophet, | saw also the ADoONAI, meaning Christ, sitting
upon a throne, &c. Isaiah 6:1, And his other name, Zedak
signifies righteousness. But what reference had his name to
his character? Alas! so far from being righteous, he joins in
league with the enemies of Gob. Reader! what a pity is it in
the present day, to discover so many precious names of
scripture, given to men who have nothing precious in them!

JosHuA 10:2-4

(2) That they feared greatly, because Gibeon was a great city, as
one of the royal cities, and because it was greater than Ai, and all
the men thereof were mighty. (3) Wherefore Adonizedek king of
Jerusalem sent unto Hoham king of Hebron, and unto Piram king
of Jarmuth, and unto Japhia king of Lachish, and unto Debir king
of Eglon, saying, (4) Come up unto me, and help me, that we
may smite Gibeon: for it hath made peace with Joshua and with
the children of Israel.

If Gibeon was so much greater than A/, and yet had found it
necessary to make peace with Israel, had Adonizedek been
equally wise, would he not have followed the example? See,
Reader, the difference between nations as, well as persons.
And is it not grace which maketh men to differ? 1 Corinthians
4:7. Observe, moreover, that as Joshua, after the treaty with
Gibeon, did not immediately penetrate into the country of
Canaan, and space was left for other nations to follow their
example, doth it not serve to manifest the long-suffering of
the LorD? Jesus speaks of this space given to sinners to
repent, in the case of Jezebel, as among the just arguments
of condemnation. Revelation 2:20, 21. Observe yet further,
Reader, that Gibeon calls forth the displeasure of Adonizedek,
because of its amity with Israel. Yes! no sooner is a soul
converted to Jesus, but the devil takes alarm, and will stir up
his agents to persecute. Hence our dear LORD saith, if the
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world hate you ye know it hated me, before it hated you.
John 15:18, 19.

JOSHUA 10:5-6

(5) Therefore the five kings of the Amorites, the king of
Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of
Lachish, the king of Eglon, gathered themselves together, and
went up, they and all their hosts, and encamped before Gibeon,
and made war against it. (6) And the men of Gibeon sent unto
Joshua to the camp to Gilgal, saying, Slack not thy hand from thy
servants; come up to us quickly, and save us, and help us: for all
the kings of the Amorites that dwell in the mountains are gathered
together against us.

If we spiritualize the passage, it affords an interesting view of
a distressed soul calling upon Jesus, because of the united
force of all his spiritual adversaries. Psalm 3:1, 2, to the end.
Reader! how stands the case with your soul! Have you, like
Gibeon, made your peace with Joshua, Jesus? And are his
enemies, and your enemies in consequence of it, come out
against you, to battle? These are what | call precious marks of
Jesuss love. And to such that promise is very sure. Matthew
5:10-12.

JOSHUA 10:7
(7) 1 So Joshua ascended from Gilgal, he, and all the people of
war with him, and all the mighty men of valour.

It is sweet to behold the readiness of Jesus to fly to the relief
of his distressed people. Whoso toucheth them, toucheth the
apple of his eye. My soul! take confidence, Jesus will hasten to
thy succour: so saith his promise: and so proves my
experience. Psalm 1. 15.

JOsHUA 10:8
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(8) And the LORD said unto Joshua, Fear them not: for | have
delivered them into thine hand; there shall not a man of them
stand before thee.

Observe the constant presence, and as constant assurance of
the protection of Gop. Matthew 28:20.

JOsSHUA 10:9
(9) Joshua therefore came unto them suddenly, and went up
from Gilgal all night.

See how the soldiers of Joshua encountered the fatigues of
the night. And shall not the followers of the LavmB endure
hardness, as good soldiers of Jesus CHRIST? 2 Timothy 2:3.

JosHuA 10:10-11

(10) And the LORD discomfited them before lIsrael, and slew
them with a great slaughter at Gibeon, and chased them along the
way that goeth up to Bethhoron, and smote them to Azekah, and
unto Makkedah. (11) And it came to pass, as they fled from
before Israel, and were in the going down to Bethhoron, that the
LORD cast down great stones from heaven upon them unto
Azekah, and they died: they were more which died with hailstones
than they whom the children of Israel slew with the sword.

Let the Reader particularly observe, that JEHOVAH is said to
have discomfited them before Israel: perhaps, by the terrors
of the LorD upon their minds. And by these stones, with
which the slaughter of them was chiefly accomplished; it
should seem, that the enemy was destroyed where Joshua
and his army did not come: for Betheron lay to the north of
Gibeon, whereas Joshua and his army was attacking them by
Azikah, and Makkidah, which were southward. Job 38:22, 23.

JosHuA 10:12-14
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(12) Then spake Joshua to the LORD in the day when the LORD
delivered up the Amorites before the children of Israel, and he
said in the sight of Israel, Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon; and
thou, Moon, in the valley of Ajalon. (13) And the sun stood still,
and the moon stayed, until the people had avenged themselves
upon their enemies. /s not this written in the book of Jasher? So
the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and hasted not to go
down about a whole day. (14) And there was no day like that
before it or after it, that the LORD hearkened unto the voice of a
man: for the LORD fought for Israel.

This memorable event, one of the most extraordinary we
meet with in history, hath mightily amused sceptics. But it is
the misapprehension of the thing itself, which hath
occasioned their folly, and not the real fact. Gob was pleased
to suspend the light of the heavenly bodies, for the purpose
of Joshuas carrying on the great victory, of destroying the
enemies of the LorD. It was not the body of the sun that
stood still in Gibeon, nor the moon itself in Ajalon. but the
reflected light of those heavenly bodies. The original word,
which means the sun or body of the sun, in Scripture is
Chemah, and that of the moon Libnah; whereas, in this
passage, the original is Shemish, solar light; and Jarech, lunar
light; evidently meaning, that the LorD miraculously caused
the reflected light of the sun and moon, to answer the
purposes intended, by preserving both on the earth for the
discomfiture of his enemies. And is there anything for
laughter in this? Can anything be too hard with Gop? Doth not
the HoLy GHOST say, that if we ask any thing according to his
will, he heareth us? 1 John 5:14. Read that wonderful
condescension of Gob: Isaiah 45:11. We have no account in
Gop’s word, concerning this book of Jasher. Probably it was
some historian of that day. But from not being commissioned
by the HoLy GHosT to write, no further account is taken of
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him. | stop the Reader, just to beg him to remark with me,
that at the death of our glorious Joshua, which was the hour
of his victory over death, hell, and the grave, the reverse of
this miracle took place; for the sun was darkened at midday.
And | detain him once more to observe, that there is a day
coming when all the victories of our glorious Joshua shall be
summed up, and it is promised that the sun shall be turned
into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and
notable day of the LORD come. See Luke 23:44, 45. Acts 2:20
And doth not Jesus suspend the operations of nature very
frequently, and the powers of darkness, in order to carry on
his victories in the hearts of his people? The HoLy GHOST gives
us authority to believe this, by what he saith in the ministry of
his servant the prophet: when he goeth forth for the salvation
of his people. Habakkuk 3:11-13.

JosHuA 10:15-21

(15) 1 And Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, unto the
camp to Gilgal (16) But these five kings fled, and hid themselves
in a cave at Makkedah. (17) And it was told Joshua, saying, The
five kings are found hid in a cave at Makkedah. (18) And Joshua
said, Roll great stones upon the mouth of the cave, and set men
by it for to keep them: (19) And stay ye not, but pursue after
your enemies, and smite the hindmost of them; suffer them not to
enter into their cities: for the LORD your God hath delivered them
into your hand. (20) And it came to pass, when Joshua and the
children of Israel had made an end of slaying them with a very
great slaughter, till they were consumed, that the rest which
remained of them entered into fenced cities. (21) And all the
people returned to the camp to Joshua at Makkedah in peace:
none moved his tongue against any of the children of Israel.

Some conceive that the phrase, none moved his tongue
against Israel, was meant to say, that none of Israel was
missing at the end of the battle; which seems more probable,
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and more important to record. There will be none of our
Joshua's army missing, when he makes up the people. John
17:12. Concerning the hiding of the five kings, we may
remark, that none of JEsuss enemies can escape his all-
piercing eye. Hebrews 4:13.

JOsHUA 10:22-25

(22) Then said Joshua, Open the mouth of the cave, and bring
out those five kings unto me out of the cave. (23) And they did
so, and brought forth those five kings unto him out of the cave,
the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth,
the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon. (24) And it came to
pass, when they brought out those kings unto Joshua, that Joshua
called for all the men of Israel, and said unto the captains of the
men of war which went with him, Come near, put your feet upon
the necks of these kings. And they came near, and put their feet
upon the necks of them. (25) And Joshua said unto them, Fear
not, nor be dismayed, be strong and of good courage: for thus
shall the LORD do to all your enemies against whom ye fight.

So, Reader, will your Jesus, your Joshua, do by all his enemies
and yours. JEHOVAH, the FATHER, hath said, Sit on my right
hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool. Psalm 110:1.
So will he do by yours. The Gob of peace will bruise Satan
under your feet shortly. Romans 16:20.

JOSHUA 10:26-27

(26) And afterward Joshua smote them, and slew them, and
hanged them on five trees: and they were hanging upon the trees
until the evening. (27) And it came to pass at the time of the
going down of the sun, that Joshua commanded, and they took
them down off the trees, and cast them into the cave wherein
they had been hid, and laid great stones in the cave’s mouth,
which remain until this very day.
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“Remain until this very day,” doth not mean the day of the
Reader's perusal of the history: but the day of the history
itself being recorded.

JosHUA 10:28-43

(28) 1 And that day Joshua took Makkedah, and smote it with the
edge of the sword, and the king thereof he utterly destroyed,
them, and all the souls that were therein; he let none remain: and
he did to the king of Makkedah as he did unto the king of Jericho.
(29) Then Joshua passed from Makkedah, and all Israel with him,
unto Libnah, and fought against Libnah: (30) And the LORD
delivered it also, and the king thereof, into the hand of Israel; and
he smote it with the edge of the sword, and all the souls that
were therein; he let none remain in it; but did unto the king
thereof as he did unto the king of Jericho. (31) And Joshua
passed from Libnah, and all Israel with him, unto Lachish, and
encamped against it, and fought against it: (32) And the LORD
delivered Lachish into the hand of lIsrael, which took it on the
second day, and smote it with the edge of the sword, and all the
souls that were therein, according to all that he had done to
Libnah. (33) Then Horam king of Gezer came up to help Lachish;
and Joshua smote him and his people, until he had left him none
remaining. (34) And from Lachish Joshua passed unto Eglon, and
all Israel with him; and they encamped against it, and fought
against it: (35) And they took it on that day, and smote it with
the edge of the sword, and all the souls that were therein he
utterly destroyed that day, according to all that he had done to
Lachish. (36) And Joshua went up from Eglon, and all Israel with
him, unto Hebron; and they fought against it: (37) And they took
it, and smote it with the edge of the sword, and the king thereof,
and all the cities thereof, and all the souls that were therein; he
left none remaining, according to all that he had done to Eglon;
but destroyed it utterly, and all the souls that were therein. (38)
And Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to Debir; and fought
against it: (39) And he took it, and the king thereof, and all the
cities thereof; and they smote them with the edge of the sword,
and utterly destroyed all the souls that were therein; he left none
remaining: as he had done to Hebron, so he did to Debir, and to
the king thereof; as he had done also to Libnah, and to her king.
(40) So Joshua smote all the country of the hills, and of the
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south, and of the vale, and of the springs, and all their kings: he
left none remaining, but utterly destroyed all that breathed, as the
LORD God of Israel commanded. (41) And Joshua smote them
from Kadeshbarnea even unto Gaza, and all the country of
Goshen, even unto Gibeon. (42) And all these kings and their
land did Joshua take at one time, because the LORD God of Israel
fought for lIsrael. (43) And Joshua returned, and all Israel with
him, unto the camp to Gilgal

I bring all these into one point of view for the sake of
shortness. They only serve to illustrate the astonishing victory
of Joshua. But the grand point | wish to interest the Reader to
attend to in this history is, the glorious victory of Jesus, over
all the enemies of our salvation, which are here most
beautifully represented in type and figure. As Joshua utterly
destroyed all and everything which belonged to the enemy: so
our glorious Joshua will eternally destroy all that oppose his
finished salvation. Of them it is most positively said, they shall
be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of
the LorD, and from the glory of his power, when he shall
come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all that
believe. 2 Thessalonians 1:9, 10.

REFLECTIONS

BEHOLD, my soul, in the distresses brought upon the
Gibeonites, by reason of their league with Joshua, what a
lively picture it affords of every renewed soul, in the conflicts
it is sure to be engaged in, whenever it is brought to seek
fellowship with the FATHER, and with his Son JEsus CHRIST. Do
I not know the truth of that scripture by heartfelt experience,
that they who will live godly in CHRIST Jesus shall suffer
persecution. Oh! happy experience! blessed testimony! Be it
my joy to suffer all things, so I may win CHRIST! Dearest
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Jesus! vouchsafe to make a league with my soul! grant me an
interest in thy covenant, and then will I not fear, though the
earth be moved, and though the mountains be carried into
the midst of the sea.

Behold again, my soul, with holy joy in the perusal of this
chapter, the victories of Joshua, and contemplate in them, the
representation of the victories of thy Joshua over all the host
of foes, and in the sure possession of Canaan. Yes! Jesus hath
conqguered all. In vain have all the confederate powers united.
The sun was darkened at his triumphs, and the moon shall be
turned into blood, in the completion of his redemption. The
stars from heaven shall fall, and the powers of heaven shall
be shaken, in token of JEsus's victory and the conquest of his
redeemed ones. Oh! thou dear Redeemer, thou Almighty
Joshua, great Captain of my salvation! Gob thy FATHER girded
thee with strength unto the battle; and thou hast not only
cast down all principalities and powers, but thou makest thy
people to put their feet upon the necks of their enemies. Lead
me on, dearest LORD, to thy victories. By the sword of thy
SPIRIT, even thine holy word, and by the armour of thy
salvation, give me grace to subdue all the remaining enemies
of corruption within me, as well as the foes without; and
wake me more than conqueror through thee, and thy grace
helping me: that it may be said of me as of the armies of
heaven: they overcame by the blood of the Lavs, and by the
word of their testimony, and they loved not their lives unto
death.

CHAPTER 11
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CONTENTS

The account of the holy war is continued in this Chapter, and
in this is concluded the conquest of Canaan. In the former is
related to us, the carrying on of the war in the Southern
provinces of Canaan: in this, of the Northern. The kings of the
North, like those of the South, join in confederacy against
Joshua. The LORD encourages Joshua. He conquers them all,
and destroys the Anakims.

JOsSHUA 11:1

(1) 1 And it came to pass, when Jabin king of Hazor had heard
those things, that he sent to Jobab king of Madon, and to the king
of Shimron, and to the king of Achshaph,

It is astonishing what fear possessed the minds of the
nations, at the victories of Joshua. And doth not equal fear
take possession of the minds of Gob’s enemies now, when
they behold the distinguishing victories of Jesus, by his grace
on the hearts of sinners? What Moses sung concerning
temporal mercies, surely the man of Gob meant yet more
pointedly in the prospect of efernal mercies! See Exodus
15:14-18.

JOSHUA 11:2-5

(2) And to the kings that were on the north of the mountains,
and of the plains south of Chinneroth, and in the valley, and in the
borders of Dor on the west, (3) And to the Canaanite on the east
and on the west, and fo the Amorite, and the Hittite, and the
Perizzite, and the Jebusite in the mountains, and 7o the Hivite
under Hermon in the land of Mizpeh. (4) And they went out, they
and all their hosts with them, much people, even as the sand that
/s upon the sea shore in multitude, with horses and chariots very
many. (5) And when all these kings were met together, they
came and pitched together at the waters of Merom, to fight
against Israel.
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A goodly number truly if numbers could avail. And here we
find cavalry also joined with them. Josephus, if 1 mistake not,
makes the army of Canaan to consist at this time of 300,000
foot, and 10,000 horse, and chariots very many. But what
saith Gob concerning such? Deuteronomy 32:30. And is it not
S0 now in our spiritual warfare? If our eyes were opened to
discern spiritual things, we should behold around the servants
of Jesus, when their enemies are most numerous and power-
ful, what the prophets servant saw, when at the prophet's
prayer the LORD opened his eyes! 2 Kings 6:15-17.

JOsSHUA 11:6

(6) And the LORD said unto Joshua, Be not afraid because of
them: for to morrow about this time will | deliver them up all slain
before Israel: thou shalt hough their horses, and burn their
chariots with fire.

I beg the Reader to remark with me on this verse, how
gracious the LorD is to his servants, in the repeated
communications of his assured love and favor. Joshua had
been told by his Gob, that he would certainly be with him,
and that he should certainly conquer all his enemies. But yet
you see the merciful and gracious LorD, will again remind him
of his promise. Oh, thou dear LorD of thy people, how
precious are thy constant communications of grace, and how
much do' thy fearful, unbelieving people need them, and to
be receiving fresh supplies, upon every fresh occasion, out of
thy fulness, and grace for grace. Thus you see, that a life of
faith upon our all-precious Jesus, is a receiving life. John 1:16.
I hope the spiritual Reader will not fail to observe with me,
that Joshua was a type of our Almighty Joshua in his spiritual
encounter with his enemies. Gob the FATHER promised to
support the human nature of Jesus, with suited strength for
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every emergency. Compare Hebrews 5:7, 8, with Psalm
89:19-29.

JOSHUA 11:7-9

(7) So Joshua came, and all the people of war with him, against
them by the waters of Merom suddenly; and they fell upon them.
(8) And the LORD delivered them into the hand of Israel, who
smote them, and chased them unto great Zidon, and unto
Misrephothmaim, and unto the valley of Mizpeh eastward; and
they smote them, until they left them none remaining. (9) And
Joshua did unto them as the LORD bade him: he houghed their
horses, and burnt their chariots with fire.

If we read these wars with a spiritual eye, (and unless we do
this, the mere historical relation will only leave us where it
found us) we shall discover much instruction couched under
those commands of our Gob, in the universal destruction of
the foe, and all that appertaineth to him. The holy war admits
of no accommodation. Our eye cannot spare, neither can we
pity, whatever is in enmity with our Gob, or our own souls.
The followers of our Joshua must covet none of the chariots,
nor horses of the enemy. That is a sweet testimony the HoLy
GHosT hath given the church, (the LorD grant that both Writer
and Reader may feel the same influence) when he saith that
the man of Gop esteemed the very reproach of CHRIST,
greater riches than all the treasures of Egypt. Hebrews 11:26.

JosHUA 11:10-15

(10) ¥ And Joshua at that time turned back, and took Hazor, and
smote the king thereof with the sword: for Hazor beforetime was
the head of all those kingdoms. (11) And they smote all the souls
that were therein with the edge of the sword, utterly destroying
them: there was not any left to breathe: and he burnt Hazor with
fire. (12) And all the cities of those kings, and all the kings of
them, did Joshua take, and smote them with the edge of the
sword, and he utterly destroyed them, as Moses the servant of the
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LORD commanded. (13) But as for the cities that stood still in
their strength, Israel burned none of them, save Hazor only; that
did Joshua burn. (14) And all the spoil of these cities, and the
cattle, the children of Israel took for a prey unto themselves; but
every man they smote with the edge of the sword, until they had
destroyed them, neither left they any to breathe. (15) T As the
LORD commanded Moses his servant, so did Moses command
Joshua, and so did Joshua; he left nothing undone of all that the
LORD commanded Moses.

As Hazor was the ringleader of this war, for so we read in the
opening of the chapter, Joshua directed his special vengeance
on him. This Hazor is a remarkable place in scripture, for it
contained the enemy to Gop’s church and people, for we find
another Jabin of this kingdom, rising up to afflict Israel; see
Judges 4:2. Perhaps as we read in the 13" verse, that Israel
spared the strong cities of Hazor, this became a snare to their
children after. For so the LorD hath said: Exodus 20:5. But let
not the Reader overlook what is said of Joshua's uprightness,
he left nothing undone of all the LorD’s commands. Oh! it is
lovely to behold souls zealous for the honour of their LORD,
and to have respect unto all his precepts. Psalm 119:128.

JOosHUA 11:16-23

(16) So Joshua took all that land, the hills, and all the south
country, and all the land of Goshen, and the valley, and the plain,
and the mountain of Israel, and the valley of the same; (17) Even
from the mount Halak, that goeth up to Seir, even unto Baalgad in
the valley of Lebanon under mount Hermon: and all their kings he
took, and smote them, and slew them. (18) Joshua made war a
long time with all those kings. (19) There was not a city that
made peace with the children of Israel, save the Hivites the
inhabitants of Gibeon: all other they took in battle. (20) For it was
of the LORD to harden their hearts, that they should come against
Israel in battle, that he might destroy them utterly, and that they
might have no favor, but that he might destroy them, as the
LORD commanded Moses. (21) And at that time came Joshua,
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and cut off the Anakims from the mountains, from Hebron, from
Debir, from Anab, and from all the mountains of Judah, and from
all the mountains of Israel: Joshua destroyed them utterly with
their cities. (22) There was none of the Anakims left in the land
of the children of Israel: only in Gaza, in Gath, and in Ashdod,
there remained. (23) So Joshua took the whole land, according to
all that the LORD said unto Moses; and Joshua gave it for an
inheritance unto Israel according to their divisions by their tribes.
And the land rested from war.

These verses sum up the account of the whole conquests of
all the northern parts of Canaan. If we compute the different
periods, it should seem that it took no less a time than five or
six years to subjugate and destroy the Canaanites. A lively
representation of the long and toilsome war which the true
Israelite hath to encounter, after he hath passed over the
Jordan of the baptism of the HoLy GHosT, before that he rests
from the war. Blessed be our Joshua, there is a rest, and
there is a promise of that rest, when the Canaanites shall be
no more in the land. Zechariah 14:21. | only detain the
Reader with one observation more on this chapter, and which
is, just to call his attention to the faithfulness of GobD in his
promises. The LorD had said, he would drive out the nations
before his people, and he would give his people their land to
inherit. And now we see the fulfillment of the LORD’S
promises. Oh! what a blessed thing it is, to have to do with
this faithful Gob! see those scriptures. Genesis 12:1-3. 13:14-
17. Deuteronomy 9:1-3. 7:9. But Reader! do not rest in the
contemplation of the latter of these promises; carry on your
thoughts to the spiritual fulfillment of the whole in CHRIST
JEsus, for it is in Him that all the promises of GobD are yea and
amen. And what a precious thought is it to the holy warrior in
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CHRIST JESUS, that victory over all his enemies, is sure in the
blood of the LAmB. Revelation 12:11.

REFLECTIONS

BEHOLD, my soul, in those wars of Joshua, the lively
similitude of the victories thy Joshua hath accomplished, in
the attainment of the heavenly Canaan. How did JEsus wade
through difficulties, and contend with principalities and
powers, in the accomplishment of thy salvation! Oh! thou
great Captain of the LorD’s host, may | look beyond the
Joshua of the camp of Israel, to behold thee to whom Joshua
ministered, and of whom he was but the type; and view thee
shadowed out, by all, that he accomplished, in thy victories,
resurrection, and glory. Thou, thou art the standard and
ensign thy FATHER lifted up for his peoples conquest, in all
ages of thy church. This was the holy war, which thou didst
maintain in thy FATHER'S name, with hell, death, and the
grave. And now, having triumphed openly over them all, and
nailed them to thy cross, thou art our everlasting banner, by
whom we triumph, and in whose name we are more than
conquerors, and shall finally inherit the heavenly Canaan.
Dearest Jesus, may this be my confidence when, like the
Hazor kings, all my foes join in confederacy against me, that
thou wilt go before me and subdue all things to thyself: and
not only break down the force of the enemies from without,
but break down within all the strong holds of sin, and the
lusts of the flesh; and make my soul strong in the LorD, and
in the power of his might.

CHAPTER 12
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CONTENTS

In this chapter the HoLy GHOST /s pleased to have brought into
one view, the catalogue of the conquests both of Moses and
Joshua. Those of Moses on the East of Jordan, and those of
Joshua on the West. The extent of the boundaries of the
kingdoms which were conquered are marked, and the number
of the kings, with their territories, are mentioned, in number
one and thirty.

JOsHUA 12:1-6

(1) 7 Now these are the kings of the land, which the children of
Israel smote, and possessed their land on the other side Jordan
toward the rising of the sun, from the river Arnon unto mount
Hermon, and all the plain on the east: (2) Sihon king of the
Amorites, who dwelt in Heshbon, and ruled from Aroer, which /s
upon the bank of the river Arnon, and from the middle of the
river, and from half Gilead, even unto the river Jabbok, which is
the border of the children of Ammon; (3) And from the plain to
the sea of Chinneroth on the east, and unto the sea of the plain,
even the salt sea on the east, the way to Bethjeshimoth; and from
the south, under Ashdothpisgah: (4) And the coast of Og king of
Bashan, which was of the remnant of the giants, that dwelt at
Ashtaroth and at Edrei, (5) And reigned in mount Hermon, and in
Salcah, and in all Bashan, unto the border of the Geshurites and
the Maachathites, and half Gilead, the border of Sihon king of
Heshbon. (6) Them did Moses the servant of the LORD and the
children of Israel smite: and Moses the servant of the LORD gave
it for a possession unto the Reubenites, and the Gadites, and the
half tribe of Manasseh.

I comprise these verses into one view, because they relate to
the victories of Moses, before the people passed Jordan. For
what special purpose the HoLy GHOST thought proper to
influence the mind of the sacred historian, to bring in, again
in this place, the relation of Moses's victories, | presume not
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to say. But one sweet instruction we may learn from it,
namely, in the renewal of any tokens of divine favor, to call to
mind past blessings. And when the HoLy GHOST is graciously
pleased to act in his merciful office, as the Remembrancer,
how very delightful is it to the believing soul, to look back and
trace all the way, the LorD our Gobp hath led us through the
wilderness; to know the righteousness of the FATHER, and to
be refreshed in the recollection of all the love-tokens of JEsus:
see Micah 6:4, 6. John 14:26. Oh! thou blessed SrIrIT, thou
glorifier of Jesus, and who alone canst shed abroad the love
of the FATHER in our hearts! do thou continually condescend,
to bring to the remembrance of my faithless and ungrateful
heart, the recollection of past blessings, while giving me a
proper apprehension and enjoyment of present ones! And
when at anytime, my GobD is preparing for use renewed
tokens of his favor, as well in his trying, as smiling
dispensations, give me the spirit of thy servant Asaph, to
remember the years of the right hand of the most high. Psalm
77:10-12. 1 must not forget to remind the Reader, that in the
division of those countries, Moses had assigned to the two
tribes and half of Israel at their request, as we have the
account in the 32" chapter of the book of Numbers; as well
as the historical account of their extent and situation:
Deuteronomy chapters 2-4. But when the Reader hath fully
satisfied himself on those points, | would desire to call him to
an higher improvement of the subject. Though these
countries, particularly Edrei and Ashtaroth, were fruitful spots
of the earth, and abounded with everything the eye or heart
of natural desires could wish; yet Moses himself considered
the whole as nothing, compared to what Joshua was to attain.
Reader! turn to Mosess prayer on this subject, and hear how
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vehemently he prayed, that Gob would grant his servant to
see that good land beyond Jordan, that goodly mountain of
Lebanon! see Deuteronomy 3:24, 25. Reader! spiritualize the
subject. What is Edre/ with all its beauties to Canaan: or this
world with all its splendour to heaven? Who would set up
their rest like the Reubenites, because of a fertile soil on this
side the land of promise; or wish to dwell here when the rest
of Jesus is before them. Dearest Redeemer! thou Joshua of
thy people! do thou incline my soul, to long for the passage of
Jordan, and may | here learn, that Moses and the law can
confer only temporal blessings, but thine are eternal. The law
can make nothing perfect, but the bringing in of this better
hope doth, by which we draw nigh unto Gobp. Hebrews 7:19.

JOsSHUA 12:7-24

(7) 1 And these are the kings of the country which Joshua and the
children of Israel smote on this side Jordan on the west, from
Baalgad in the valley of Lebanon even unto the mount Halak, that
goeth up to Seir; which Joshua gave unto the tribes of Israel fora
possession according to their divisions; (8) In the mountains, and
in the valleys, and in the plains, and in the springs, and in the
wilderness, and in the south country; the Hittites, the Amorites,
and the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites:
(9) The king of Jericho, one; the king of Ai, which /s beside
Bethel, one; (10) The king of Jerusalem, one; the king of Hebron,
one; (11) The king of Jarmuth, one; the king of Lachish, one;
(12) The king of Eglon, one; the king of Gezer, one; (13) The
king of Debir, one; the king of Geder, one; (14) The king of
Hormah, one; the king of Arad, one; (15) The king of Libnah,
one; the king of Adullam, one; (16) The king of Makkedah, one;
the king of Bethel, one; (17) The king of Tappuah, one; the king
of Hepher, one; (18) The king of Aphek, one; the king of
Lasharon, one; (19) The king of Madon, one; the king of Hazor,
one; (20) The king of Shimronmeron, one; the king of Achshaph,
one; (21) The king of Taanach, one; the king of Megiddo, one;
(22) The king of Kedesh, one; the king of Jokneam of Carmel,
one; (23) The king of Dor in the coast of Dor, one; the king of
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the nations of Gilgal, one; (24) The king of Tirzah, one: all the
kings thirty and one.

I bring all these verses together into one view, from the same
reason as | did the former, because they all relate to one and
the same subject, the splendid victories of Joshua. And | only
detain the Reader with a short remark upon the whole:
namely, how faithful Gobp was to his promise; and this the
church sung in after ages, when recounting the wonders of
his love, in slaying mighty kings, and giving their lands for an
heritage to his people. Psalm 135:10-12. But what are all the
splendid victories of Joshua, to the victories of our LORD JESUS
CHrIST! What the enjoyment even of Canaan, to the
everlasting mansions the SoN of Gob hath prepared for his
people: Oh! for grace to behold, and see, and know, in all
things thy preeminence. Colossians 1:13.

REFLECTIONS

HERE stand, my soul, again, and see the salvation of Gop;
here seek for grace, to put thy feet upon the necks of all
those kings, for in them behold thy JEsus conquering not only
thirty-and-one of thine enemies, but the earnest of all thine
enemies being put under thy feet. And, my soul in this view,
beg of Gob the HoLy GHOST to engage thee anew, with
increasing vigor, under Jesuss banner, and to arm thee with
the whole armour of Gob: that beholding what thy Joshua
hath done for thee, his HoLy SpIrRIT may work in thee, both to
will and to do, of his good pleasure. Remember, O my soul,
that it is a badge of thy holy calling, to endure hardness, as a
good soldier of JEsus CHRIST: to be separated from the men of
Canaan, and distinguished from their customs: to follow the
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LAMB whithersoever he goeth: and to count not thy life dear
unto thyself, so that thou mayest finish thy course with joy,
fight the good fight of faith, and lay hold of eternal life.
Blessed Jesus! do thou, for thou alone canst accomplish it,
arm me with thy strength, so shall I be more than conqueror
through thee, who art the LorRD my righteousness.

CHAPTER 13

CONTENTS

This Chapter begins with the account of the division of
Canaan, to the several tribes of Israel. After the subjugation
and conquest of the promised land, the LORD’s promise Is to
be fulfilled in the enjoyment of it. A remarkable event is
recorded in this chapter well worth the record, in order to
manifest the fulfillment of divine judgments, as well as
mercies,; and that is, the death of Balaam the sorcerer, whose
awtful history hath this termination.

JOSHUA 13:1

(1) 1 Now Joshua was old and stricken in years; and the LORD
said unto him, Thou art old and stricken in years, and there
remaineth yet very much land to be possessed.

Reader! are you old in the account of nature? Are you aged in
the account of grace? Methinks | would wish to ask my heart
these questions, while reading the account of Joshua. But
Reader! whether old or young, do not fail to remark the
kindness of Joshua's Gob to him. Joshua though old, perhaps
required to be put in mind that he and Caleb were the only
souls now surviving, which were numbered at Mount Sinai.
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Was it not gracious in Gob to remind him of it? And is it not
profitable to all, when Gob enables us so to number our days,
as to apply our hearts unto wisdom. Psalm 90:12.

JOSHUA 13:2
(2) This /s the land that yet remaineth: all the borders of the
Philistines, and all Geshuri,

We may derive a very profitable lesson, from what is here
said, of the land that still remained to be conquered! In grace,
after many victories much of conflict will still continue, and
never, until we are undressed for death, can we be said to be
unbuckled from our armour in life. Acts 20:22, 23.

JOsHUA 13:3-6

(3) From Sihor, which /s before Egypt, even unto the borders of
Ekron northward, which is counted to the Canaanite: five lords of
the Philistines; the Gazathites, and the Ashdothites, the
Eshkalonites, the Gittites, and the Ekronites; also the Avites: (4)
From the south, all the land of the Canaanites, and Mearah that /s
beside the Sidonians, unto Aphek, to the borders of the Amorites:
(5) And the land of the Giblites, and all Lebanon, toward the
sunrising, from Baalgad under mount Hermon unto the entering
into Hamath. (6) All the inhabitants of the hill country from
Lebanon unto Misrephothmaim, and all the Sidonians, them will |
drive out from before the children of Israel: only divide thou it by
lot unto the Israelites for an inheritance, as | have commanded
thee.

A very extensive compass of country is here marked. The Phi-
listines land lay South: the Sidonians, towards the West
Lebanon lay East: and Hamath towards the North. Let the
Reader observe, that with these nations yet remaining, Israel
was to make no league. There can be no affinity between the
carnal and the gracious. What communion can CHRIST have
with Belial? 2 Corinthians 6:14-16.
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JOSHUA 13:7
(7) 1 Now therefore divide this land for an inheritance unto the
nine tribes, and the half tribe of Manasseh,

It is remarkable that this land of Canaan is called an
inheritance, because ages before it was given to Abraham.
Genesis 12:7. But yet Israel obtained it by conquest. Doth not
this resemble the everlasting inheritance? Jesus and his
blessings are the gift of Gop; but yet Jesus hath purchased,
and sought for our salvation with his blood. Reader! it is
perfectly plain and intelligible, how our mercies are our
FATHER'S free gift, and yet obtained for us by the work of the
LorD JEsus. So thought the Apostle, and so hath he explained
it, when he saith, in whom (that is in JEsus) we have
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins: but all
that is according to the riches of his grace; that is the FATHER’S
grace, to the praise of the glory of whose grace it is, that he
hath made us accepted in the beloved. For the admitting
JESUS as our surety, makes it a matter of grace and a free gift,
while the accomplishment of redemption, is by the conquests
of the LorD Jesus in his victories, like Joshua, over all the
obstructions to Canaan. Ephesians 1:6, 7.

JosHUA 13:8-13

(8) With whom the Reubenites and the Gadites have received
their inheritance, which Moses gave them, beyond Jordan
eastward, even as Moses the servant of the LORD gave them; (9)
From Aroer, that /s upon the bank of the river Arnon, and the city
that /s in the midst of the river, and all the plain of Medeba unto
Dibon; (10) And all the cities of Sihon king of the Amorites, which
reigned in Heshbon, unto the border of the children of Ammon;
(11) And Gilead, and the border of the Geshurites and
Maachathites, and all mount Hermon, and all Bashan unto Salcah;
(12) All the kingdom of Og in Bashan, which reigned in Ashtaroth
and in Edrei, who remained of the remnant of the giants: for
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these did Moses smite, and cast them out. (13) Nevertheless the
children of Israel expelled not the Geshurites, nor the
Maachathites: but the Geshurites and the Maachathites dwell
among the Israelites until this day.

The portion of the Reubenites, the descendants of Israel's
first-born, is here again mentioned. Moses had divided this
before his death to this tribe. Deuteronomy 3:12-17. And here
Joshua confirms that grant, at the command of Gob. | would
only detain the Reader to remark to him, that within the
portion of this tribe, was situated the Mount of Pisgah, from
whence Moses was permitted to see the promised land. And
according to the history of the event, it could not be far
remote, where the prophet Elijah was, when the LorRD took
him to himself in a chariot of fire. 2 Kings 2:11.

JosHuA 13:14

(14) Only unto the tribe of Levi he gave none inheritance; the
sacrifices of the LORD God of Israel made by fire are their
inheritance, as he said unto them.

Particular exception is made of the tribe of Levi, and the
reason: and which is yet further explained in the 33" verse.
Dearest Jesus! be thou my portion, and having thee | shall
possess all things! 1 Corinthians 3:22, 23.

JosHuA 13:15-21

(15) And Moses gave unto the tribe of the children of Reuben
inheritance according to their families. (16) And their coast was
from Aroer, that /s on the bank of the river Arnon, and the city
that /s in the midst of the river, and all the plain by Medeba; (17)
Heshbon, and all her cities that are in the plain; Dibon, and
Bamothbaal, and Bethbaalmeon, (18) And Jahazah, and
Kedemoth, and Mephaath, (19) And Kirjathaim, and Sibmah, and
Zarethshahar in the mount of the valley, (20) And Bethpeor, and
Ashdothpisgah, and Bethjeshimoth, (21) And all the cities of the
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plain, and all the kingdom of Sihon king of the Amorites, which
reigned in Heshbon, whom Moses smote with the princes of
Midian, Evi, and Rekem, and Zur, and Hur, and Reba, which were
dukes of Sihon, dwelling in the country.

No doubt the HoLy GHosT, in being so particular in the
enumeration of places and their boundaries, had some
gracious design in view. And, Reader, you and |I may learn
this from it, that we never can be too minute and particular,
in eyeing every token of our Gob’s love; for every one brings
with it a special sweetness, and affords an inexpressible relish
to the soul, when we receive it and use it as his own. When |
can say, this my Gob, my Jesus gave me: Oh! how sweet the
gift, when more sweet is the giver! See Paul's joy upon this
view of things: Galatians 2:20.

JOSHUA 13:22
(22) Balaam also the son of Beor, the soothsayer, did the children
of Israel slay with the sword among them that were slain by them.

| detain the Reader at this verse, just for him to remark with
me, the sure end of such men. | refer back to the history of
Balaam in the Commentary, see Numbers 22:23, 24, for a
more particular relation of this very awful character: as also
for the same record of his death: Numbers 31:8.

JosHuA 13:23-33

(23) And the border of the children of Reuben was Jordan, and
the border thereof. This was the inheritance of the children of
Reuben after their families, the cities and the villages thereof. (24)
And Moses gave /nheritance unto the tribe of Gad, even unto the
children of Gad according to their families. (25) And their coast
was Jazer, and all the cities of Gilead, and half the land of the
children of Ammon, unto Aroer that /s before Rabbah; (26) And
from Heshbon unto Ramathmizpeh, and Betonim; and from
Mahanaim unto the border of Debir; (27) And in the valley,
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Betharam, and Bethnimrah, and Succoth, and Zaphon, the rest of
the kingdom of Sihon king of Heshbon, Jordan and Ais border,
even unto the edge of the sea of Chinnereth on the other side
Jordan eastward. (28) This /s the inheritance of the children of
Gad after their families, the cities, and their villages. (29) And
Moses gave /nheritance unto the half tribe of Manasseh: and tAis
was the possession of the half tribe of the children of Manasseh
by their families. (30) And their coast was from Mahanaim, all
Bashan, all the kingdom of Og king of Bashan, and all the towns
of Jair, which are in Bashan, threescore cities: (31) And half
Gilead, and Ashtaroth, and Edrei, cities of the kingdom of Og in
Bashan, were pertaining unto the children of Machir the son of
Manasseh, even to the one half of the children of Machir by their
families. (32) These are the countries which Moses did distribute
for inheritance in the plains of Moab, on the other side Jordan, by
Jericho, eastward. (33) But unto the tribe of Levi Moses gave not
any inheritance: the LORD God of Israel was their inheritance, as
he said unto them.

The sacred historian is particular to enumerate these things
concerning the portion of the two tribes and half; because it is
a confirmation of what Moses had before done. Joshua only
confirms the appointment. Some of those places were in after
ages made more memorable. Jazer was near the borders of
the half tribe of Manasseh.

REFLECTIONS

BEHOLD, my soul, in the advanced years of Joshua, how all
things, and all persons in nature, tend to decay. Well may we
exclaim with Zechariah, our fathers where are they, and the
prophets do they live forever? But oh! how precious in the
contemplation, thy Jesus, thy Joshua, ever liveth, and is the
same yesterday, and today, and forever. Blessed Jesus! thou
art the life-giving, the life-preserving, the life-rejoicing source
of thy people! And because thou livest thou hast said they
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shall live also, and when heart shall faint and strength shall
fail, thou wilt be the strength of my heart and my portion
forever. Let me as Lev/, have no portion with the Reubenites
on this side Jordan. But may Jesus be my portion, GobD my
FATHER, and the HoLy GHosT my comforter and sanctifier. Give
me, heavenly LORD, all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in
CHRIST JESUS: pardon, mercy, peace and joy in the HoLy GHOST
here, and life forever in the world to come. Cause me in this
sense to inherit all things, be thou my Gob, and make me thy
adopted child in the LORD JESUS.

CHAPTER 14
CONTENTS

The same subject is continued here, as in the former Chapter,
in the division of the land. Caleb desires to have Hebron, as
had been assured him. Joshua consents to his request.

JOSHUA 14:1

(1) Y And these are the countries which the children of Israel
inherited in the land of Canaan, which Eleazar the priest, and
Joshua the son of Nun, and the heads of the fathers of the tribes
of the children of Israel, distributed for inheritance to them.

I would have the Reader observe, that the division which this
Chapter opens with, is the division of the land of Canaan
itself. The tribes of Reuben and Gad, and half the tribe of
Manasseh, had their portion on the other side of Jordan.

JOSHUA 14:2
(2) By lot was their inheritance, as the LORD commanded by the
hand of Moses, for the nine tribes, and for the half tribe.
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Observe it was by lot, not by chance or caprice, but by lot,
that is by Gob’s appointment. Reader! it is ever a delightful
thought that Gobp fixes the bounds of his people's habitation.
Deuteronomy 32:8.

JOsSHUA 14:3-5

(3) For Moses had given the inheritance of two tribes and an half
tribe on the other side Jordan: but unto the Levites he gave none
inheritance among them. (4) For the children of Joseph were two
tribes, Manasseh and Ephraim: therefore they gave no part unto
the Levites in the land, save cities to dwell /n, with their suburbs
for their cattle and for their substance. (5) As the LORD
commanded Moses, so the children of Israel did, and they divided
the land.

The two branches of Joseph's house, Manasseh and Ephraim,
forming each a tribe, would have made Israel's family to have
been thirteen to have divided Canaan, had not Lewv/ been
separated to the LorD; and Reuben and Gad, with half the
tribe of Manasseh settling on the other side of Jordan.

JOSHUA 14:6-11

(6) 1 Then the children of Judah came unto Joshua in Gilgal: and
Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenezite said unto him, Thou
knowest the thing that the LORD said unto Moses the man of God
concerning me and thee in Kadeshbarnea. (7) Forty years old was
I when Moses the servant of the LORD sent me from
Kadeshbarnea to espy out the land; and | brought him word again
as /t was in mine heart. (8) Nevertheless my brethren that went
up with me made the heart of the people melt: but I wholly
followed the LORD my God. (9) And Moses sware on that day,
saying, Surely the land whereon thy feet have trodden shall be
thine inheritance, and thy children’s for ever, because thou hast
wholly followed the LORD my God. (10) And now, behold, the
LORD hath kept me alive, as he said, these forty and five years,
even since the LORD spake this word unto Moses, while the
children of Israel wandered in the wilderness: and now, lo, | am
this day fourscore and five years old. (11) As yet | am as strong
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this day as / was in the day that Moses sent me: as my strength
was then, even so /s my strength now, for war, both to go out,
and to come in.

This is a very interesting narrative respecting Caleb. The HoLy
GHosT hath much endeared this man to the church, in the
account given of him when he went up to spy out the
promised land. And the modesty with which he puts in his
claim to Joshua, who upon that occasion was only equal with
himself, evidently gives us to see that he was a possessor of
grace and of the spirit of humility. 1 beg the Reader to
observe with me, that in this appeal to Joshua, he founds his
pretensions on the divine promise, and brings with him of the
tribe of Judah to justify his appeal. It is very sweet when we
can plead Gob’s promises for the accomplishment of Gob’s
glory. And it is very sweet also when we come before our Gob
and Saviour, to bring with us his people. Our LORD sprang out
of Judah. Hebrews 7:14. There is somewhat particularly
interesting in this view of Caleb. He was now the very oldest
person except Joshua, (and it is not very certain but he was
the elder of the two), in all the host of Israel. To see him
therefore, as an old and faithful servant of the LorD, coming
with a petition, must have been a very interesting sight; and
especially when he was enabled to plead his long and best,
however humble, services. If it be a youthful Reader before
whom these lines in my Commentary appear, | would have
him pause and consider the loveliness of youthful zeal for
Gop, and how sure it is, as in the instance of Caleb, to
produce humble confidence in Jesus in old age. See Numbers
14:24.

JOSHUA 14:12
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(12) Now therefore give me this mountain, whereof the LORD
spake in that day; for thou heardest in that day how the Anakims
were there, and that the cities were great and fenced: if so be the
LORD will be with me, then | shall be able to drive them out, as
the LORD said.

If the Reader will compare, Numbers 13:30-33, with this
passage, he will form a better opinion how to consider the
excellent spirit of faith which Caleb possessed, than if he doth
not recollect that passage. And though now forty-five years
had added to his life since that period, that is thirty-eight
years in the wilderness, and seven years spent amidst the
wars of Canaan, yet his courage is not abated. But Reader! do
not forget the cause. He was strong in the LORD and in the
power of his might. He knew the faithfulness of that Gob who
had promised, and like another Abraham believed that which
the LorD had said he would perform. Romans 4:21.

JosHuUA 14:13
(13) And Joshua blessed him, and gave unto Caleb the son of
Jephunneh Hebron for an inheritance.

How lovely doth Joshua appear in this place. There was no
rival-ship, no jealousy between those faithful servants of the
LorD. Such should be, and such would be, the harmony
amidst kindred souls, were grace to reign in the heart. See
Moses conduct upon a similar occasion: Numbers 11:29. But
while admiring the grace in Joshua which the LorD had given
him, let us look at him in yet a more interesting point of view,
and see him as the type of Jesus blessing his people. Joshua
blessed Caleb, and no doubt the /ess is blessed of the better.
Dearest Jesus! do thou bless me, and then my Gobp and
FATHER'S promise of bringing his people to his holy mountain,
will be a sanctified mercy indeed. Ephesians 1:3.
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JOSHUA 14:14-15

(14) Hebron therefore became the inheritance of Caleb the son of
Jephunneh the Kenezite unto this day, because that he wholly
followed the LORD God of Israel. (15) And the name of Hebron
before was Kirjatharba; which Arba was a great man among the
Anakims. And the land had rest from war.

Hebron was a remarkable spot upon many occasions. If was
near this place Sarah was buried. The honored spot also of
the residence of the first Patriarchs. See Genesis 23:2. Hebron
was after Caleb's possession of it made the city of refuge, and
a place of residence for the priests. Joshua 20:7. and 21:1-3.
In after times it became a royal city for David. 2 Samuel 5:3-
5.

REFLECTIONS

IN beholding the LorD’s division of Canaan to his people, my
soul would fain cry out, thou LorD shalt choose my heritage
for me, and thou shalt be my hiding place forever. Instructed
by thee, thou blessed SpIRIT, like Caleb, may the mountain of
the spiritual Hebron be my portion, and there may 1 rest in
Jesus in whom all fulness dwells. It is the well known
character of the inhabitants of the gardens, to hearken to thy
voice, to associate with thy people, to sit down at thine
ordinances, and to dwell in thine house. LorD Jesus! let this
be my employment while passing on and passing through this
pilgrimage state. Thy Gob and FATHER will be my Gop and
FATHER, and thy HoLy SpIRIT will be my guide; then shall |
sweetly drink out of the wells of salvation: then shall 1 be
continually refreshed in the Hebron of my Gob, until having
passed on from strength to strength, and from one
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manifestation of grace unto another, | shall at length with all
the redeemed of the LoRD appear before my Gop in Zion.

CHAPTER 15

CONTENTS

The division of the land is again prosecuted in this Chapter.
Judah’s lot is marked out, Caleb's part in Judahs portion is
also again mentioned. The marriage of his daughter and her
portion, and the cities named which were assigned to Judah.

JOSHUA 15:1

(1) T 7his then was the lot of the tribe of the children of Judah by
their families; even to the border of Edom the wilderness of Zin
southward was the uttermost part of the south coast.

I cannot pursue the subject of the dividing Canaan, without
calling upon the Reader to remark with me, how exactly the
division took place according to the prophecy of Jacob and
the appointment as before settled by Moses. Genesis 49:1.

JOsSHUA 15:2-12

(2) And their south border was from the shore of the salt sea,
from the bay that looketh southward: (3) And it went out to the
south side to Maalehacrabbim, and passed along to Zin, and
ascended up on the south side unto Kadeshbarnea, and passed
along to Hezron, and went up to Adar, and fetched a compass to
Karkaa: (4) From thence it passed toward Azmon, and went out
unto the river of Egypt; and the goings out of that coast were at
the sea: this shall be your south coast. (5) And the east border
was the salt sea, even unto the end of Jordan And their border in
the north quarter was from the bay of the sea at the uttermost
part of Jordan: (6) And the border went up to Bethhogla, and
passed along by the north of Betharabah; and the border went up
to the stone of Bohan the son of Reuben: (7) And the border

103



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

went up toward Debir from the valley of Achor, and so northward,
looking toward Gilgal, that /s before the going up to Adummim,
which /s on the south side of the river: and the border passed
toward the waters of Enshemesh, and the goings out thereof were
at Enrogel: (8) And the border went up by the valley of the son of
Hinnom unto the south side of the Jebusite; the same /s
Jerusalem: and the border went up to the top of the mountain
that /Jieth before the valley of Hinnom westward, which /s at the
end of the valley of the giants northward: (9) And the border was
drawn from the top of the hill unto the fountain of the water of
Nephtoah, and went out to the cities of mount Ephron; and the
border was drawn to Baalah, which /s Kirjathjearim: (10) And the
border compassed from Baalah westward unto mount Seir, and
passed along unto the side of mount Jearim, which /s Chesalon,
on the north side, and went down to Bethshemesh, and passed on
to Timnah: (11) And the border went out unto the side of Ekron
northward: and the border was drawn to Shicron, and passed
along to mount Baalah, and went out unto Jabneel; and the
goings out of the border were at the sea. (12) And the west
border was to the great sea, and the coast thereof. This /s the
coast of the children of Judah round about according to their
families.

The particularity of Judahs lot in the statement of his
boundaries, renders it unnecessary to explain it by a
comment. If the Reader be fond of tracing the geographical
situation of Judah's province, here is ample space left him for
that purpose. | only desire him while doing this, not to
overlook the several spiritual things to the contemplation of
which it leads. As our LoOrD after the flesh sprang out of
Judah, we find here that Judah's lot hath the precedency. And
when we behold the great extent of territory Judah had
assigned him, it may serve to remind us of the LorD of Judah,
whose dominion was to be from sea to sea, and from the
river unto the ends of the earth. Psalm 72:8. The Reader will
do well to look at the Patriarch Jacob's blessing concerning
Judah's lot, while reading the accomplishment of it in this
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place. And if he leads the FATHER’'S prophecy with the spiritual
illustration of it in the LorD Jesus, he will find this scripture
not to be without its sweetness. Let the Reader recollect that
our LorRD sprang out of Judah; was born after the flesh in
those regions, and then let him consider concerning the
sceptre and the lawgiver, the Shiloh and the gathering of the
people to him, the redness of his eyes with wine, and his
teeth white with milk, and compare with it what the church
saith of him whose love is better than wine, and whose eyes
are as the eyes of doves washed with milk, and he will not
need any comment from me if the HoLy GHOST be his teacher,
to discover the sweet application of the FATHER'S prophecy
fulfilled in the person of our LorRD JEsus. See Solomon's Song
Of Solomon 1:2. 5:12.

JOSHUA 15:13

(13) 1 And unto Caleb the son of Jephunneh he gave a part
among the children of Judah, according to the commandment of
the LORD to Joshua, even the city of Arba the father of Anak,
which city is Hebron.

It should seem as if the HoLy GHOST was graciously pleased to
hold forth Caleb to the church in the honourable testimony he
had before given of him. And here again the same subject is
introduced. Them that honour me, saith the LorD, | will
honour. 1 Samuel 2:30.

JOSHUA 15:14-15

(14) And Caleb drove thence the three sons of Anak, Sheshai,
and Ahiman, and Talmai, the children of Anak. (15) And he went
up thence to the inhabitants of Debir: and the name of Debir
before was Kirjathsepher.
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Whether this Debir is the same with that mentioned, Joshua
10:38. | know not. But if it be, perhaps while Joshua was
prosecuting the war in other parts, some of the Canaanites
had again entered it and fortified it. The ancient name Kirjath
sepher, implied the city of learning: or of a book. Probably a
school might have been here. As the Egyptians were learned
in arts and sciences, so might have been the ancient king-
doms of Canaan. Acts 7:22.

JOSHUA 15:16-19

(16) And Caleb said, He that smiteth Kirjathsepher, and taketh it,
to him will I give Achsah my daughter to wife. (17) And Othniel
the son of Kenaz, the brother of Caleb, took it: and he gave him
Achsah his daughter to wife. (18) And it came to pass, as she
came unto him, that she moved him to ask of her father a field:
and she lighted off Aer ass; and Caleb said unto her, What
wouldest thou? (19) Who answered, Give me a blessing; for thou
hast given me a south land; give me also springs of water. And he
gave her the upper springs, and the nether springs.

Every Reader must be struck with the singularity of Caleb's
gift to his daughter. And few enlightened Readers, but have
been led to conceive that the HoLy GHOST hath veiled spiritual
blessings under the figure. Perhaps the nether springs imply
the sanctified use of earthly comforts. See Hosea 2:18. And
do not the upper springs convey to us JEHOVAHS covenant love
in the fulness of the FATHER'S mercy: JESuS in his person,
offices, relations and characters, and the HoLy GHOST in all his
precious gifts and influences?

JOSHUA 15:20-62

(20) 1 This /s the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Judah
according to their families. (21) And the uttermost cities of the
tribe of the children of Judah toward the coast of Edom southward
were Kabzeel, and Eder, and Jagur, (22) And Kinah, and
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Dimonah, and Adadah, (23) And Kedesh, and Hazor, and Ithnan,
(24) Ziph, and Telem, and Bealoth, (25) And Hazor, Hadattah,
and Kerioth, and Hezron, which /s Hazor, (26) Amam, and
Shema, and Moladah, (27) And Hazargaddah, and Heshmon, and
Bethpalet, (28) And Hazarshual, and Beersheba, and Bizjothjah,
(29) Baalah, and lim, and Azem, (30) And Eltolad, and Chesil,
and Hormah, (31) And Ziklag, and Madmannah, and Sansannah,
(32) And Lebaoth, and Shilhim, and Ain, and Rimmon: all the
cities are twenty and nine, with their villages: (33) And in the
valley, Eshtaol, and Zoreah, and Ashnah, (34) And Zanoah, and
Engannim, Tappuah, and Enam, (35) Jarmuth, and Adullam,
Socoh, and Azekah, (36) And Sharaim, and Adithaim, and
Gederah, and Gederothaim; fourteen cities with their villages: (37)
Zenan, and Hadashah, and Migdalgad, (38) And Dilean, and
Mizpeh, and Joktheel, (39) Lachish, and Bozkath, and Eglon, (40)
And Cabbon, and Lahmam, and Kithlish, (41) And Gederoth,
Bethdagon, and Naamah, and Makkedah; sixteen cities with their
villages: (42) Libnah, and Ether, and Ashan, (43) And Jiphtah,
and Ashnah, and Nezib, (44) And Keilah, and Achzib, and
Mareshah; nine cities with their villages: (45) Ekron, with her
towns and her villages: (46) From Ekron even unto the sea, all
that /ay near Ashdod, with their villages: (47) Ashdod with her
towns and her villages, Gaza with her towns and her villages, unto
the river of Egypt, and the great sea, and the border thereof. (48)
And in the mountains, Shamir, and Jattir, and Socoh, (49) And
Dannah, and Kirjathsannah, which /s Debir, (50) And Anab, and
Eshtemoh, and Anim, (51) And Goshen, and Holon, and Giloh;
eleven cities with their villages: (52) Arab, and Dumah, and
Eshean, (53) And Janum, and Bethtappuah, and Aphekah, (54)
And Humtah, and Kirjatharba, which /s Hebron, and Zior; nine
cities with their villages: (55) Maon, Carmel, and Ziph, and
Juttah, (56) And Jezreel, and Jokdeam, and Zanoah, (57) Cain,
Gibeah, and Timnah; ten cities with their villages: (58) Halhul,
Bethzur, and Gedor, (59) And Maarath, and Bethanoth, and
Eltekon; six cities with their villages: (60) Kirjathbaal, which /s
Kirjathjearim, and Rabbah; two cities with their villages: (61) In
the wilderness, Betharabah, Middin, and Secacah, (62) And
Nibshan, and the city of Salt, and Engedi; six cities with their
villages.
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The recital of the names of the cities of Judah's lot take up all
these verses. | think it unnecessary to make any observation
upon them, excepting in this general way. The Reader of
discernment will observe, that while the sacred historian
mentions a certain number, the enumeration one by one as
we read then doth not correspond. But this apparent
difference will be easily accounted for if we only suppose,
what is very probable; that some of them are not cities but
hamlets or villages: and we cannot in this remote age form an
opinion to which the title of city or village belonged. I think it
more important to call the Readers attention to a
circumstance, which may not perhaps so immediately strike
him, and yet the moment | mention it he will see its
interesting nature. | mean that, as in the province of Judah's
dominions our LORD in after ages was born, Bethlehem was
the highly honoured spot of JEsus’ birth, but yet is not in this
list enumerated. Was it because Bethlehem at that time was
not a city, or was it because it should be like the Redeemer
himself, obscure and unnoticed? Dearest LOrRD! how dost thou
by thy glorious example, put to the blush all that we think
great and excellent? The prophet in after ages sung of
Bethlehem on Jesuss account, and then pointed to what alone
made it excellent. Micah 5:2.

JosHUA 15:63

(63) As for the Jebusites the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the
children of Judah could not drive them out: but the Jebusites
dwell with the children of Judah at Jerusalem unto this day.

The dwelling of the Jebusites in the first of all Israels
dominions even in Jerusalem itself, which was not only the
royal city, but the holy city, where the LORD pitched his tent
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and temple of Zion, might be intended perhaps to teach a
spiritual lesson, that everything here below is imperfect.
Jebusites dwell even to this day in Jerusalem. Much
corruption remains in that heart where grace dwells: And
while our bodies are the temple of the HoLy GHOsT which
dwelleth in us, the best of Gop’s people find cause to cry out
with the apostle, of carrying about with them a body of sin
and death. But Reader! what a relief is it to the soul groaning
under a sense of this, that by and by the Gop of peace will
bruise Satan under our feet, and the Canaanite shall be no
more in the house of the LorD of Hosts. Zechariah 14:20, 21.
Romans 16:20.

REFLECTIONS

INreading this Chapter, my soul feels disposed to cry out with
the Patriarch Judah, Thou art he whom thy brethren shall
praise! But oh! how doth Judah, how do all the patriarchs,
prophets, and apostles sing to nothing, when compared to
thee, thou LorD of Judah, thou dear Redeemer, the Saviour of
all men, but especially of them who believe!

Let the spirit of Caleb be upon me if it please my Gop. If he
who took Kirjath-Sepher be thus esteemed, what shalt be the
lot of him who by violence taketh the kingdom of Heaven, and
hath his name written in the Book of Life! Oh! dearest Jesus,
may my name be written in thy book, and may it be known in
that day of victory, that 1 am chosen in, and saved by, the
LORD JESus!

LorD, | would say, give me as Achsah, a blessing, and who
but Jesus do | require? Men shall be blessed in him, and all
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nations shall call him blessed. In him are contained all the
upper springs and the nether springs of every joy. LORD JESUS!
let all my fresh springs be in thee!

CHAPTER 16

CONTENTS

This Chapter contains the account of the portions of Joseph
and of Ephraim. But inasmuch as they expelled not the
Canaanites from among them, they bear the reproach.

JosHUA 16:1-4

(1) 1 And the lot of the children of Joseph fell from Jordan by
Jericho, unto the water of Jericho on the east, to the wilderness
that goeth up from Jericho throughout mount Bethel, (2) And
goeth out from Bethel to Luz, and passeth along unto the borders
of Archi to Ataroth, (3) And goeth down westward to the coast of
Japhleti, unto the coast of Bethhoron the nether, and to Gezer:
and the goings out thereof are at the sea. (4) So the children of
Joseph, Manasseh and Ephraim, took their inheritance.

Joseph as a type of the ever blessed Jesus, had eminent
distinctions assigned him by his Father. He was among the
youngest of Jacobs children, but yet, after Judah, is one of
the first to be provided for, in his tribe. If the Reader be
curious to observe the boundaries of Joseph, he will discover
that his lot was very favourably cast, being in the very heart
of Canaan. And is not JEsus, whom Joseph typified, the sum
and substance and centre of Heaven? Doth he not reign in the
very heart of his people? Reader! do not forget to read
Mosess prophetic dying blessing concerning Joseph.
Deuteronomy 33:13-17.
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JOsHUA 16:5-9

(5) 1 And the border of the children of Ephraim according to their
families was thus: even the border of their inheritance on the east
side was Atarothaddar, unto Bethhoron the upper; (6) And the
border went out toward the sea to Michmethah on the north side;
and the border went about eastward unto Taanathshiloh, and
passed by it on the east to Janohah; (7) And it went down from
Janohah to Ataroth, and to Naarath, and came to Jericho, and
went out at Jordan (8) The border went out from Tappuah
westward unto the river Kanah; and the goings out thereof were
at the sea. This /s the inheritance of the tribe of the children of
Ephraim by their families. (9) And the separate cities for the
children of Ephraim were among the inheritance of the children of
Manasseh, all the cities with their villages.

| stay not to make remarks on the boundaries of those tribes,
because in the present hour it is impossible to mark with any
precision the extent of each; time making such ravages both
on places and names. But | beg the Reader, not to forget,
that it was in these grounds the noted spot of Arimathea and
the famous well of Sychar stood, which opens so interesting a
subject in the annals of the gospel. And more especially the
retired spot of our dear Redeemer, John 11:54.

JOsSHUA 16:10

(10) And they drave not out the Canaanites that dwelt in Gezer:
but the Canaanites dwell among the Ephraimites unto this day,
and serve under tribute.

Alas! how do Gob’s people now suffer his enemies to remain.
Dear LorD! when will all our enemies be subdued? 1
Corinthians 15:26.

REFLECTIONS
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IT was the language of the dying Patriarch, concerning his
son Joseph, that he was, and should be, a fruitful bough,
even a fruitful bough by a well, whose branches run over the
wall. And here we see how his children broke out in
fruitfulness, on the right hand and on the left. But oh! my
soul, in him, to whom the son of Jacob ministered but as a
type, how fruitful are thy boughs, O Jesus, and how dost thou
run over the wall of thine enemies. Here indeed | see the
blessings of heaven from above, blessings of the deep that
lieth under, and blessings of the breasts of the womb. All
nations shall call thee blessed! Blessed Jesus! be thou my
portion, and do thou, for thou'alone canst accomplish it, drive
out all enemies from before thy face.

CHAPTER 17
CONTENTS

This s but a continuation of the former chapter, inasmuch as
the same subject is continued. The children of Joseph, in the
half tribe of Manasseh, have their portion assigned them.
They petition for more. Joshua gives them an answer.

JOSHUA 17:1-2

(1) 1 There was also a lot for the tribe of Manasseh; for he was
the firstborn of Joseph; fo wit, for Machir the firstborn of
Manasseh, the father of Gilead: because he was a man of war,
therefore he had Gilead and Bashan. (2) There was also a /ot for
the rest of the children of Manasseh by their families; for the
children of Abiezer, and for the children of Helek, and for the
children of Asriel, and for the children of Shechem, and for the
children of Hepher, and for the children of Shemida: these were
the male children of Manasseh the son of Joseph by their families.
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Nothing can be more clear and evident than that it is the LORD
who fixeth the bounds of our habitation; and although in the
first view of things, men seem to be guided by their own
choice and humour; yet, whoever looks deeper into the
matter, and especially, if he be enabled to wait the issue, all
will be found to have originated in divine appointment. A
sweet thought this at all times to GopD’s people, in the recol-
lection of that covenant which is ordered in all things and
sure: and, when the language of the heart to a Gob in CHRIST
is, LORD! thou hast been our awelling place in all generations.
2 Samuel 23:5. Psalm 90:1.

JOSHUA 17:3-4

(3) But Zelophehad, the son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son
of Machir, the son of Manasseh, had no sons, but daughters: and
these are the names of his daughters, Mahlah, and Noah, Hoglah,
Milcah, and Tirzah. (4) And they came near before Eleazar the
priest, and before Joshua the son of Nun, and before the princes,
saying, The LORD commanded Moses to give us an inheritance
among our brethren. Therefore according to the commandment of
the LORD he gave them an inheritance among the brethren of
their father.

The daughters of Zelophehad opened an interesting subject
upon this occasion before; and here they follow up the same
business in a very suitable manner. See Numbers 36.

JOSHUA 17:5-6

(5) And there fell ten portions to Manasseh, beside the land of
Gilead and Bashan, which were on the other side Jordan; (6)
Because the daughters of Manasseh had an inheritance among his
sons: and the rest of Manasseh’s sons had the land of Gilead.

No less than ten portions in the one half tribe of Manasseh;
and Manasseh himself but only an half tribe in Joseph; for
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Ephraim his brother had an equal claim with himself. 1t may
serve to show us the greatness of Israel as a people? and yet
more, the glory of the Gop of Israel, in the fulfillment of his
covenant promises. See Genesis 15:5.

JOsSHUA 17:7-11

(7) 1 And the coast of Manasseh was from Asher to Michmethah,
that /ieth before Shechem; and the border went along on the right
hand unto the inhabitants of Entappuah. (8) MNow Manasseh had
the land of Tappuah: but Tappuah on the border of Manasseh
belonged to the children of Ephraim; (9) And the coast
descended unto the river Kanah, southward of the river: these
cities of Ephraim are among the cities of Manasseh: the coast of
Manasseh also was on the north side of the river, and the
outgoings of it were at the sea: (10) Southward /t was Ephraim’s,
and northward 7t was Manasseh’s, and the sea is his border; and
they met together in Asher on the north, and in Issachar on the
east. (11) And Manasseh had in Issachar and in Asher Bethshean
and her towns, and Ibleam and her towns, and the inhabitants of
Dor and her towns, and the inhabitants of Endor and her towns,
and the inhabitants of Taanach and her towns, and the
inhabitants of Megiddo and her towns, even three countries.

| stay not to point out any further than the HoLy GHoOST hath
been pleased to do, the extent of those provinces. The
Reader will have a better idea of their connection with gospel
times, when he is told that the famous town of Cesarea was
among them; also Antjpatris whither the apostle Paul was
conducted as a prisoner for JEsus. Acts 23:31.

JOSHUA 17:12-13
(12) Yet the children of Manasseh could not drive out the
inhabitants of those cities; but the Canaanites would dwell in that
land. (13) Yet it came to pass, when the children of Israel were
waxen strong, that they put the Canaanites to tribute; but did not
utterly drive them out.
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Reader! do not overlook the general feature of Israel in this
particular. They suffered the Canaanites to remain among
them. Alas! even now, in the blessed times of reformation,
and the renewal of the HoLy GHOsT in the LorD JEsus, how do
the LoRD’s people groan under the body of sin and death they
carry about with them. Romans 7:18, &c.

JOosHUA 17:14-18

(14) 1 And the children of Joseph spake unto Joshua, saying, Why
hast thou given me but one lot and one portion to inherit, seeing |
am a great people, forasmuch as the LORD hath blessed me
hitherto? (15) And Joshua answered them, If thou be a great
people, then get thee up to the wood country, and cut down for
thyself there in the land of the Perizzites and of the giants, if
mount Ephraim be too narrow for thee. (16) And the children of
Joseph said, The hill is not enough for us: and all the Canaanites
that dwell in the land of the valley have chariots of iron, both they
who are of Bethshean and her towns, and they who are of the
valley of Jezreel. (17) And Joshua spake unto the house of
Joseph, even to Ephraim and to Manasseh, saying, Thou art a
great people, and hast great power: thou shalt not have one lot
only. (18) But the mountain shall be thine; for it /s a wood, and
thou shalt cut it down: and the outgoings of it shall be thine: for
thou shalt drive out the Canaanites, though they have iron
chariots, andthough they be strong.

The narrowness of Joseph's boundaries may serve to teach us
that even in Canaan causes arise to displease. Alas! there is
nothing perfect here below! In the Canaan above Jesus hath
ample space, and many mansions, suited to the most
capacious desires of his people. Reader! doth not our gracious
Gob sometimes send his people blasting, disappointing
providences, on purpose to make heaven more desirable?
Doth not Jesus take away those soft pillows we make for
ourselves in the bosom of the creature to lean upon, with a
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gracious design to make us long to return to him and his rest,
where alone we can find, rest to our souls? Psalm 116:7.

REFLECTIONS

MY soul! in the view of the several boundaries of the tribes of
Israel arise and behold those everlasting possessions, which
thy Jesus hath purchased for thee by his blood. And oh! pray
for the sweet offices of the HoLy GHOST to be realized to thy
experience, that they are thine in an everlasting covenant,
which cannot be broken. And while the daughters of Joseph's
tribe sue for their earthly inheritance, do thou plead for JEsus
himself to be thine, and then he will bring with him all
temporal, spiritual, and eternal blessings. Dearest LORD! while
Joseph's sons murmur because they have but one portion, oh
teach me to seek no more! Be thou my portion, LORD, and
never, never will I desire any other. In thee | have enough,
and all the chariots of the enemy will not dismay, for in thee |
shall discomfit an host of men, and by the help of my Gobp
leap over a wall.

CHAPTER 18
CONTENTS

This Chapter opens with an account of the setting up the
tabernacle in Shiloh. The remaining part of the land is divided.
Benjamin's lot particularly marked out, with the cities
belonging to It.

JosHuA 18:1
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(1) 1 And the whole congregation of the children of Israel
assembled together at Shiloh, and set up the tabernacle of the
congregation there. And the land was subdued before them.

They who in attending to the division of the land, and have
seen the several tribes moving off to their respective
settlements, might well have enquired before this, Where is
the ark of Gobp to be placed? Where is the tabernacle to be
erected? That is, in other words, where is JESus in his type,
which is the ark, to have a settlement? Reader! let me beg of
you to read what the apostle hath said on this subject,
Hebrews 9:1-5, for here you will see how Jesus was shadowed
out, in signs and figures. It may not be amiss, by way of
information to the Reader, to observe that the ark continued
in this tabernacle for the space of about 320 years, until it
was taken by the Philistines. See 1 Samuel 4:17.

JOsSHUA 18:2-7

(2) 1 And there remained among the children of lIsrael seven
tribes, which had not yet received their inheritance. (3) And
Joshua said unto the children of Israel, How long are ye slack to
go to possess the land, which the LORD God of your fathers hath
given you? (4) Give out from among you three men for each
tribe: and I will send them, and they shall rise, and go through the
land, and describe it according to the inheritance of them; and
they shall come again to me. (5) And they shall divide it into
seven parts: Judah shall abide in their coast on the south, and the
house of Joseph shall abide in their coasts on the north. (6) Ye
shall therefore describe the land /nfo seven parts, and bring the
description hither to me, that | may cast lots for you here before
the LORD our God. (7) But the Levites have no part among you;
for the priesthood of the LORD /s their inheritance: and Gad, and
Reuben, and half the tribe of Manasseh, have received their
inheritance beyond Jordan on the east, which Moses the servant
of the LORD gave them.
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There is no way of accounting for the sloth of the seven
tribes. Surely they were interested to have their portion as
well as their brethren. But it should seem to be a pause in the
circumstances of Israel, while they inquired what remained to
be done. In the christian warfare, how often is this the case?
And how do we send out our spies again and again, to view
what the enemy is doing? But how beautifully are we again
told in this place, that the Lewites were not included in these
grants: the priesthood of the LorRD being their inheritance.
Dearest Jesus! here again | behold thy loveliness. Thou art
our inheritance, and our portion forever; for thou hast made
us a nation of kings and of priests, to Gob and the FATHER.
Revelation 1:6.

JosHUA 18:8-10

(8) And the men arose, and went away: and Joshua charged
them that went to describe the land, saying, Go and walk through
the land, and describe it, and come again to me, that I may here
cast lots for you before the LORD in Shiloh. (9) And the men
went and passed through the land, and described it by cities into
seven parts in a book, and came again to Joshua to the host at
Shiloh. (10) And Joshua cast lots for them in Shiloh before the
LORD: and there Joshua divided the land unto the children of
Israel according to their divisions.

What an awe must have been upon the minds of the
Canaanites yet remaining around them, that none of them
assaulted them, as they walked through the land. Such,
Reader, is the case now very frequently in the christian's
walk. So true is that Scripture, When a man’'s ways please the
LORD, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him.
Proverbs 16:7. But passing over this, as the inferior
consideration in those verses, what | would beg the Reader to
remark with me is, Joshua in this instance, acting as the type
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of Jesus. Is it not Jesus who hath obtained our inheritance for
us, by his conquest over our enemies? And is it not the same
JEsus who ever lives to be the distributor of his own gifts?
Sweet and precious thought to the believer! I shall not only
have that very mansion which Jesus hath purchased for me,
and which he is gone before to take possession of in my
name, and which he knows to be the very one most suited for
me; but what will render it doubly precious, he himself will
put me in possession of it with his own dear hand. Nay, | shall
sit down with him on his throne, for so the promise runs.
Revelation 3:21.

JOSHUA 18:11

(11) 1 And the lot of the tribe of the children of Benjamin came up
according to their families: and the coast of their lot came forth
between the children of Judah and the children of Joseph.

The lot of Benjamin forms an interesting part in the portion of
Israel. He was the beloved child of the Patriarch Jacob's old
age: and the tenderness of his fathers heart towards him we
have largely recounted in the book of Genesis, 42" chap. ver.
36-38. It was certainly from the LORD’s special appointment
that the border of Benjamin was placed so near to the border
of Joseph; for the Reader will recollect, that Joseph and
Benjamin were of the same mother, Rachel. Genesis 35:24.

JOsHUA 18:12-28

(12) And their border on the north side was from Jordan; and the
border went up to the side of Jericho on the north side, and went
up through the mountains westward; and the goings out thereof
were at the wilderness of Bethaven. (13) And the border went
over from thence toward Luz, to the side of Luz, which /s Bethel,
southward; and the border descended to Atarothadar, near the hill
that /ieth on the south side of the nether Bethhoron. (14) And the
border was drawn thence, and compassed the corner of the sea
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southward, from the hill that /eth before Bethhoron southward;
and the goings out thereof were at Kirjathbaal, which /s
Kirjathjearim, a city of the children of Judah: this was the west
quarter. (15) And the south quarter was from the end of
Kirjathjearim, and the border went out on the west, and went out
to the well of waters of Nephtoah: (16) And the border came
down to the end of the mountain that /et/ before the valley of the
son of Hinnom, and which /s in the valley of the giants on the
north, and descended to the valley of Hinnom, to the side of
Jebusi on the south, and descended to Enrogel, (17) And was
drawn from the north, and went forth to Enshemesh, and went
forth toward Geliloth, which /s over against the going up of
Adummim, and descended to the stone of Bohan the son of
Reuben, (18) And passed along toward the side over against
Arabah northward, and went down unto Arabah: (19) And the
border passed along to the side of Bethhoglah northward: and the
outgoings of the border were at the north bay of the salt sea at
the south end of Jordan: this was the south coast. (20) And
Jordan was the border of it on the east side. This was the
inheritance of the children of Benjamin, by the coasts thereof
round about, according to their families. (21) Now the cities of
the tribe of the children of Benjamin according to their families
were Jericho, and Bethhoglah, and the valley of Keziz, (22) And
Betharabah, and Zemaraim, and Bethel, (23) And Avim, and
Parah, and Ophrah, (24) And Chepharhaammonai, and Ophni,
and Gaba; twelve cities with their villages: (25) Gibeon, and
Ramah, and Beeroth, (26) And Mizpeh, and Chephirah, and
Mozah, (27) And Rekem, and Irpeel, and Taralah, (28) And
Zelah, Eleph, and Jebusi, which /s Jerusalem, Gibeath, and Kirjath;
fourteen cities with their villages. This /s the inheritance of the
children of Benjamin according to their families.

I do not think it necessary to detain the Reader with many
observations on these verses. The principal things to be
noticed concerning Benjamin's lot, are the spots which were
made memorable in them; and the more illustrious persons,
which in the after ages of the church sprang out of Benjamin.
Jericho, and Gilgal, and Mizpah, and Jebusi, (which is
Jerusalem) and Gibeah of Benjamin, and more especially
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Bethel,; these are names of places very familiar to the Reader
of the Holy Bible, and well known from the remarkable
circumstances connected with them. And when we recollect
that Jeremiah, and the apostle Paul, were of this tribe, we
cannot but feel interested concerning Benjamin. Jeremiah 1:1.
Philippians 3:5.

REFLECTIONS

My soul! while beholding the Israelites busily engaged, as this
Chapter represents them, setting up the tabernacle in Shiloh;
do thou let thy meditation take wing, and behold that true
tabernacle which the LorD pitched, and not man. See, gaze,
contemplate, look upon it, and view well the glorious building.
And when the whole of its splendors have passed and
repassed in delightful review before thee, look within the
sacred temple, and behold Jesus, thine own Jesus, the
Almighty minister of this sanctuary, even the Shiloh himself,
to whom the gathering of the people shall be. Oh! thou dear
Redeemer, than great High Priest of our calling! give me to
hear that voice which John heard, and to know my personal
interest in it. Behold! the tabernacle of Gob is with men, and
he will awell with them, and they shall be his people, and Gob
himself shall be with them, and be their Gob!

I would call to mind, while looking over Benjamin's portion,
what the man of Gob prophesied concerning this lot. He
called him the beloved of the LorD. He prophesied that he
should awell in safety by him, that the LorD should cover him
all the day long, and that he should dwell between his
shoulders. Oh! for an interest in the same love, the same
assurances of safety, the same Almighty covering, and the
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same dwelling under the Gobp of Jacob. Dearest JEsus! make
me the object of thy love, the object of thy care, thy
protection, thy safety. Witness for me, ye angels of light, and
above all, thou HoLy SpirIT of all truth, do thou witness to my
spirit, that | prefer these mercies of my Gob and Savior,
beyond all the riches of the earth. Oh! may | be found so
justified in the blood and righteousness of him, that is the
Surety and Defence of his people, that I may be like
Benjamin, the beloved of the LorD; and like John, the disciple
whom JEsus loveth.

CHAPTER 19

CONTENTS

The division of the land occupies the contents of this chapter.
More are the lots of Simeon, Zebulun, Issachar, Asher,
Naphtali, and Dan. After the division to the several tribes is
ended, Joshua hath an inheritance assigned him by Israel.

JOSHUA 19:1-9

(1) 1 And the second lot came forth to Simeon, even for the tribe
of the children of Simeon according to their families: and their
inheritance was within the inheritance of the children of Judah. (2)
And they had in their inheritance Beersheba, or Sheba, and
Moladah, (3) And Hazarshual, and Balah, and Azem, (4) And
Eltolad, and Bethul, and Hormah, (5) And Ziklag, and
Bethmarcaboth, and Hazarsusah, (6) And Bethlebaoth, and
Sharuhen; thirteen cities and their villages: (7) Ain, Remmon, and
Ether, and Ashan; four cities and their villages: (8) And all the
villages that were round about these cities to Baalathbeer, Ramath
of the south. This /s the inheritance of the tribe of the children of
Simeon according to their families. (9) Out of the portion of the
children of Judah was the inheritance of the children of Simeon:
for the part of the children of Judah was too much for them:
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therefore the children of Simeon had their inheritance within the
inheritance of them.

There is somewhat very interesting in the division of the lands
of Canaan to the sons of Israel, both when considered as the
fulfillment of the divine promises, and as typical of a better
country, that is an heavenly. But, as the names from time
have undergone so much change, it is attended with no small
difficulty, to ascertain the places with certain precision.
Enough, however, may be still traced, to bring us acquainted
with the spots rendered more memorable, in the after ages of
the church, by our dear LorD’s exercising his own personal
ministry in those neighbourhoods. | would have the Reader,
therefore, recollect that here it was the LORD JESUS appeared,
when he tabernacled in substance of our flesh: and as such,
the places are endeared to the true believer. Respecting
Simeon's lot, it is remarkable that Jacob's prophecy was so
literally fulfilled concerning him when he said, / will divide
them in Jacob. For Simeon's lot we find in those verses, was
taken out of the lot of Judah. Genesis 49:7.

JOosHUA 19:10-16

(10) ¥ And the third lot came up for the children of Zebulun
according to their families: and the border of their inheritance was
unto Sarid: (11) And their border went up toward the sea, and
Maralah, and reached to Dabbasheth, and reached to the river
that /s before Jokneam; (12) And turned from Sarid eastward
toward the sunrising unto the border of Chislothtabor, and then
goeth out to Daberath, and goeth up to Japhia, (13) And from
thence passeth on along on the east to Gittahhepher, to
Ittahkazin, and goeth out to Remmonmethoar to Neah; (14) And
the border compasseth it on the north side to Hannathon: and the
outgoings thereof are in the valley of Jiphthahel: (15) And
Kattath, and Nahallal, and Shimron, and ldalah, and Bethlehem:
twelve cities with their villages. (16) This /s the inheritance of the
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children of Zebulun according to their families, these cities with
their villages.

The lot of Zebulun is rendered illustrious, by reason of our
dear LORD’s residence in it. The Prophet, in his beautiful
language ages before Jesus came, spake of this land of
Zebulun, where the people that sat in darkness saw a great
light. And when we view the LorD Jesus walking on the
borders of the sea of Galilee, preaching his gospel to the
people, we behold the prophecy fulfilled. Nazareth was within
the province of Zebulun, from whence the LorD Jesus took his
name, Jesus CHRIST of Nazareth. And 7abor, on which the
Redeemer was transfigured, is no doubt the same as Chesloth
Tabor here mentioned. Though | am no advocate for
venerating spots with superstitious idolatry, yet were | to visit
the coasts of Galilee, where my adored Redeemer delivered
his blessed gospel, and wrought so, many miracles; or were |
to walk on the mount 7abor, where his glory was revealed to
his disciples: surely, | should say, here once trod the feet of
Jesus! Here the Son of Gob condescended to be seen, and
known, when for my salvation he came on earth! Oh! thou
dearest Redeemer, since | cannot trace thy precious footsteps
here below, let my soul follow thee now by faith whither thou
art gone, until 1 awake up after thy likeness, to be fully
satisfied with thee in glory. Psalm 17:15.

JOSHUA 19:17-23

(17) 1 And the fourth lot came out to Issachar, for the children of
Issachar according to their families. (18) And their border was
toward Jezreel, and Chesulloth, and Shunem, (19) And
Hapharaim, and Shion, and Anaharath, (20) And Rabbith, and
Kishion, and Abez, (21) And Remeth, and Engannim, and
Enhaddah, and Bethpazzez; (22) And the coast reacheth to
Tabor, and Shahazimah, and Bethshemesh; and the outgoings of
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their border were at Jordan: sixteen cities with their villages. (23)
This /s the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Issachar
according to their families, the cities and their villages.

Though /ssachar’s lot doth not afford much of history in
gospel times, yet there is much of history in the Old
Testament records concerning it: Jezreel, and Shunem, and
Kershion (or Keson) were in this portion, See 1 Kings 21:1. 2
Kings 4:8. Judges 5:21.

JOSHUA 19:24-31

(24) 1 And the fifth lot came out for the tribe of the children of
Asher according to their families. (25) And their border was
Helkath, and Hali, and Beten, and Achshaph, (26) And
Alammelech, and Amad, and Misheal; and reacheth to Carmel
westward, and to Shihorlibnath; (27) And turneth toward the
sunrising to Bethdagon, and reacheth to Zebulun, and to the
valley of Jiphthahel toward the north side of Bethemek, and Neiel,
and goeth out to Cabul on the left hand, (28) And Hebron, and
Rehob, and Hammon, and Kanah, even unto great Zidon; (29)
And then the coast turneth to Ramah, and to the strong city Tyre;
and the coast turneth to Hosah; and the outgoings thereof are at
the sea from the coast to Achzib: (30) Ummah also, and Aphek,
and Rehob: twenty and two cities with their villages. (31) This /s
the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Asher according to
their families, these cities with their villages.

Anna the prophetess was of this tribe, who is spoken of in so
honourable a manner in the New Testament. Luke 2:36.
Perhaps this is the same 7yre where our LORD frequently
went. Matthew 15:21.

JOsHUA 19:32-39

(32) 1 The sixth lot came out to the children of Naphtali, even for
the children of Naphtali according to their families. (33) And their
coast was from Heleph, from Allon to Zaanannim, and Adami,
Nekeb, and Jabneel, unto Lakum; and the outgoings thereof were
at Jordan: (34) And then the coast turneth westward to
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Aznothtabor, and goeth out from thence to Hukkok, and reacheth
to Zebulun on the south side, and reacheth to Asher on the west
side, and to Judah upon Jordan toward the sunrising. (35) And
the fenced cities are Ziddim, Zer, and Hammath, Rakkath, and
Chinnereth, (36) And Adamah, and Ramah, and Hazor, (37) And
Kedesh, and Edrei, and Enhazor, (38) And Iron, and Migdalel,
Horem, and Bethanath, and Bethshemesh; nineteen cities with
their villages. (39) This /s the inheritance of the tribe of the
children of Naphtali according to their families, the cities and their
villages.

Napthalis portion is also rendered memorable, in having so
much of the presence of the LorD JEsus. Capernaum and
Bethsaida being within it. Possessing the opening both of
south and north, it had a favourable aspect. But principally
being according to Moses's prediction, satisfied with divine
favor, and full with the blessing of the LORD. Deuteronomy
33:23.

JOSHUA 19:40-48

(40) 1 And the seventh lot came out for the tribe of the children of
Dan according to their families. (41) And the coast of their
inheritance was Zorah, and Eshtaol, and Irshemesh, (42) And
Shaalabbin, and Ajalon, and Jethlah, (43) And Elon, and
Thimnathah, and Ekron, (44) And Eltekeh, and Gibbethon, and
Baalath, (45) And Jehud, and Beneberak, and Gathrimmon, (46)
And Mejarkon, and Rakkon, with the border before Japho. (47)
And the coast of the children of Dan went out foo /ittle for them:
therefore the children of Dan went up to fight against Leshem,
and took it, and smote it with the edge of the sword, and
possessed it, and dwelt therein, and called Leshem, Dan, after the
name of Dan their father. (48) This /s the inheritance of the tribe
of the children of Dan according to their families, these cities with
their villages.

In this department, Joppa, the residence of the apostle Peter
lay. Acts 9:43. Sampson sprung from this tribe. Judges 13:2.
24.

126



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

JOSHUA 19:49-50

(49) 1 When they had made an end of dividing the land for
inheritance by their coasts, the children of Israel gave an
inheritance to Joshua the son of Nun among them: (50)
According to the word of the LORD they gave him the city which
he asked, even Timnathserah in mount Ephraim: and he built the
city, and dwelt therein.

We cannot but admire the humbleness and modesty of this
great man, who is not served until all are served. But Reader!
do not forget, nor overlook, a greater than Joshua, who
though he was LorD of all, yet condescended to be the
servant of all. Am not | among you (said that dearest JESus)
as one that serveth? Yes! thou glorious, humble Saviour! Oh!
for a mind to be in me as the mind of CHRIST JEsus! Luke.
22:27. Philippians 2:5, &c.

JOSHUA 19:51

(51) These are the inheritances, which Eleazar the priest, and
Joshua the son of Nun, and the heads of the fathers of the tribes
of the children of Israel, divided for an inheritance by lot in Shiloh
before the LORD, at the door of the tabernacle of the
congregation. So they made an end of dividing the country.

With this verse is ended the: relation of the division of the
land. All was done in Shiloh before the Lorp, at the door of
the tabernacle. So at the last day before Jesus, the Shiloh
himself, will be gathered all nations. And he will divide to the
people their inheritance according to their lots. Dearest LORD!
In that grand, decisive day, let it be found that thou art the
portion of mine inheritance; and of my cup; thou maintainest
my lot. Psalm 16:5.

REFLECTIONS

127



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

STILL, my soul, in beholding Israel's resting places, and their
several portions of an earthly Canaan, do thou follow on to
know the LorD, and the power of his might, that thou mayest
arrive at that heavenly rest which remaineth for the people of
Gop. | see here, in the draught of Israel's bounds, extensive
plains, lofty mountains, verdant lawns, and wells of water. But
what are these to the tree of life, to the mountain of Gob, and
to the river of the living SPIRIT, whose streams make glad the
city of my Gob! Here in JeEsus’ righteousness | view mountains
of myrrh, and hills of frankincense; mountains dropping with
new wine. And what endears these ravishing views of all my
covenant right, made over to me not as an earthly Canaan,
but an everlasting inheritance; not subject to the interruption
of foes, but eternally secured in the gift of Gob my FATHER,
the purchase of my Redeemers blood, and sealed to my soul
by the HoLy GHosT; | behold the whole, as given to me with a
love that is perfectly unchangeable, and coming in a way
which makes the whole doubly sweet, as centered in the
Person of Jesus! Dearest LorD! do thou as the Joshua of
Israel, take up thy settlement in our midst. Take to thee the
Timnath-serah of my very soul, and form thyself there the
hope of eternal glory.

CHAPTER 20
CONTENTS

This chapter is but short, but the contents of it are
interesting. The LORD appoints, and the children of Israel set
apart, six cities for refuge. And as those cities were evidently
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a shadow of good things to come, the relation of them Is
made the more particularly.

JOSHUA 20:1-3

(1) 1 The LORD also spake unto Joshua, saying, (2) Speak to the
children of Israel, saying, Appoint out for you cities of refuge,
whereof | spake unto you by the hand of Moses: (3) That the
slayer that killeth any person unawares and unwittingly may flee
thither: and they shall be your refuge from the avenger of blood.

I cannot enter upon the subject of this chapter, without again
and again calling upon the Reader to attend to the very
precious doctrine veiled under the appointment of this city of
refuge. Its importance cannot be more strongly implied, than
in the frequent notice of it made by Moses. So particular was
the man of Gop in following up the LORD'S commands
concerning it, that we find it in many places. Exodus 21:13.
Numbers 35:6. Deuteronomy 4:41, 42. 19:1-3. And yet it
must not be overlooked in the book of Joshua. How delightful
a thing it is to see such provision in the gracious mercy of
Gop! But this is not the principal point in the subject | wish
the Reader to notice. Had the merciful provision made by the
LorD for unintentional blood-shedding, been the only thing
intended from the appointment of those cities of refuge,
surely a court of enquiry among the elders of lIsrael, would
have answered every purpose, in acquitting innocent persons
upon those occasions. Doth it not strike the mind therefore
with full conviction, that the whole of this was typical of some
greater thing? And what so likely as that of representing the
great shelter and deliverance to sinners from the blood-
shedding of our poor souls, when by unbelief and sin we
unintentionally destroy ourselves. Dearest Jesus! how
strikingly art thou pointed out herein, as the refuge of thy
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people, and what a strong consolation have we all to flee
unto, in the shelter of thy blood and righteousness? Hebrews
6:18, 19.

JOsHUA 20:4-6

(4) And when he that doth flee unto one of those cities shall
stand at the entering of the gate of the city, and shall declare his
cause in the ears of the elders of that city, they shall take him into
the city unto them, and give him a place, that he may dwell
among them. (5) And if the avenger of blood pursue after him,
then they shall not deliver the slayer up into his hand; because he
smote his neighbour unwittingly, and hated him not beforetime.
(6) And he shall dwell in that city, until he stand before the
congregation for judgment, and until the death of the high priest
that shall be in those days: then shall the slayer return, and come
unto his own city, and unto his own house, unto the city from
whence he fled.

Those instructions are again repeated, which we find in
Deuteronomy 19:1-7, as if the HoLy GHOST was pleased to
have this important subject very clearly to be understood. |
beg the Reader not to overlook that feature in it, which
speaks of the death of the High Priest. Here we find that by
the death of the High Priest, the poor captive got his freedom,
and was permitted to return to his own city. Reader! was it
not the death of thy High Priest and sacrifice that procured
thy ransom? Did not our Jesus, liberate all his people in the
day he died on the cross? And before that glorious moment
was not his intentional offering of himself, as the lamb slain,
from the foundation of the world, the grand cause wherefore
the souls of his people, though kept in captivity, as in the city
of refuge, from the avenger of blood, were kept by grace, and
saved from everlasting destruction? Oh! thou dearest Jesus!
how precious dost thou appear as the city of refuge to my
soul, from all the avenging pursuits of my own guilty
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conscience, and the terrors of a broken law! And how
delightful doth thy everlasting priesthood become, in that
thou ever livest, and the efficacy of thy salvation remaineth;
while the Jewish High Priests continued not by reason of
death, thou hast an unchangeable Priesthood, and therefore
art able to save to the uttermost all that come to Gop by thee.
Hebrews 7:23-25.

JOosHUA 20:7

(7) 1 And they appointed Kedesh in Galilee in mount Naphtali, and
Shechem in mount Ephraim, and Kirjatharba, which /s Hebron, in
the mountain of Judah.

Those three cities were now named, which the LorD had
before commanded should be appointed so soon as the
people were settled in Canaan: see Numbers 35:14. Their
situation favoured the flight of the poor manslayer, at
whatever part of the land he might happen to be in, when he
shed blood. For Kedish was in Naphtali, the most northern of
the tribes: Hebron as far south; and Shechem nearly central
to them both. But who doth not see in this Jesus shadowed
forth. He is nigh every poor sinner, and every poor slayer of
his own soul: being brought nigh by the blood of his cross,
hath access to the FATHER, on every side of the throne, and
from every way. How sweet the Psalmist sings to this; and
the prophet points to his person. Compare Psalm 32:7. with
Isaiah 32:2.

JosHuA 20:8

(8) And on the other side Jordan by Jericho eastward, they
assigned Bezer in the wilderness upon the plain out of the tribe of
Reuben, and Ramoth in Gilead out of the tribe of Gad, and Golan
in Bashan out of the tribe of Manasseh.
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These three cities were before appointed, and are only here
again mentioned. Deuteronomy 4:43. The situation of those
cities were not only favourable for the flight of the poor
manslayer, but as they were over against Bethpeor, the idol
of the Amorites, a place of refuge in such a spot, served to
teach the lIsraelite, the distinguished privilege of Gob’s people
over idol nations. No Bethpeor could afford an asylum, like
the city of refuge. But, Reader, when you have duly
contemplated the privilege of Israel over other nations, call to
mind the Christian's over Israel. Jesus himself is our city of
refuge, our hiding place, our sanctuary. In him, my soul, thou
mayest find shelter from all the pursuits of law, the terrors of
conscience, the divine justice against sin, and the avenger of
blood, when thou by sin hast destroyed thyself. Hosea 13:9.

JosHuA 20:9

(9) These were the cities appointed for all the children of Israel,
and for the stranger that sojourneth among them, that whosoever
killeth any person at unawares might flee thither, and not die by
the hand of the avenger of blood, until he stood before the
congregation.

Reader! observe in this verse, how thy Gob, had an eye to the
Gentile church, even from the beginning. The stranger is
regarded, as well as the Israelite. May we not say upon it, as
the HoLy GHosT hath authorized us: Is JEsus the Gob of the
Jews only? Is he not also of the Gentiles? Yes! of the Gentiles
also. Seeing it is one Gob which justifies the circumcision by
faith, and the uncircumcision through faith. Oh! precious,
precious salvation, which includes both in one and the same
fold under one shepherd, JEsus CHRIST the righteous. Romans
3:2. 30.
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REFLECTIONS

MY soul! pass over all inferior considerations in the perusal of
this Chapter, to attend to that grand, and most important one
which the HoLy GHosT hath here held up to thy view in the
city of refuge, as a lively similitude of thy never-failing and
always open refuge the LORD JEsus CHRIST. And do thou learn
from the care which the blessed SpirIT hath shown, in causing
it to be among the first things regarded, in the division of
Canaan, that its importance must have been great indeed.
And as a whole chapter in the history of Joshua’s victories is
here appropriated to this subject, and no other suffered to
make a part in it, do thou give it thy whole attention, and
suffer nothing to break in upon thy meditation, until thou
beholdest Jesus, as thy city of refuge to which thou art fled,
and in whom thou art fully delivered from the wrath to come.

Yes, blessed Jesus! thou art, indeed, a refuge from every
storm and a covert from every tempest. Raised up and
appointed by our Gob and FATHER, thou shelterest poor
sinners who through sin and ignorance and unbelief have
destroyed their own souls, and savest them from the malice
of hell, the threats of a broken law, and the avenging cries of
their own awakened consciences. Haste then my soul, flee for
thy life, take refuge in the person, the blood and
righteousness of thy crucified Saviour; and as thy High Priest
liveth forever, abide in him, and forget thine own home, and
thy father's house: for he is thy rest forever, and in him thou
rnayest dwell as thine eternal habitation.

CHAPTER 21
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CONTENTS

The portion of the Levites forms the particular heads of this
chapter: eight and forty cities in number are assigned to
them,; and the chapter closes with an observation on GoD’s
faithfulness in the fulfillment of his promises.

JOsHUA 21:1-2

(1) 1 Then came near the heads of the fathers of the Levites unto
Eleazar the priest, and unto Joshua the son of Nun, and unto the
heads of the fathers of the tribes of the children of Israel; (2) And
they spake unto them at Shiloh in the land of Canaan, saying, The
LORD commanded by the hand of Moses to give us cities to dwell
in, with the suburbs thereof for our cattle.

I cannot pass over these verses, which bring before us the
claim of the Levites, without desiring the Reader to attend to
those two things, First, though the LorD had graciously
promised Levi to be his portion and consequently would
provide for him yet Lev/ is to ask it. “For these things, saith
the LorD” concerning all spiritual as well as temporal
blessings, “I will be enquired of by the house of Israel, to do
it for them.  Ezekiel 36:37. And secondly, Lewv; though
brought near to the LorD, to minister before him, is the last to
be supplied in the church of Gop. Oh! that the ministers of
Jesus would always keep this in remembrance. As servants at
their LORD’s table, the children ought first to be served; and a
kind and generous master will never let them go
unremembered. Here again, as in all other instances, dearest
Jesus, how doth thy precious person go before us in all the
loveliness of example, when thou camest not to be
administered unto, but to minister, and to give thy life a
ransom for many. Methinks | hear those words of JEsus

134



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

vibrate in my ears, | am among you as one that serveth.
Matthew 20:26-28. Luke 22:27.

JOSHUA 21:3

(3) And the children of Israel gave unto the Levites out of their
inheritance, at the commandment of the LORD, these cities and
their suburbs.

Out of their inheritance, means that the Levites were to be
settled in the midst of their brethren, their office of
ministering before the LORD, made it necessary that every
tribe should be near the Levites. Sweet type this of the
presence of Jesus in the midst of his people. It was the
promise of the Old Testament, that Gob would dwell in the
midst of his people. Zechariah 2:10. And Jesus, who is the
promise itself in the new, assured his people of his being
always with them, even to the end of the world. Matthew
28:20.

JOSHUA 21:4-42

(4) And the lot came out for the families of the Kohathites: and
the children of Aaron the priest, which were of the Levites, had by
lot out of the tribe of Judah, and out of the tribe of Simeon, and
out of the tribe of Benjamin, thirteen cities. (5) And the rest of
the children of Kohath Aad by lot out of the families of the tribe of
Ephraim, and out of the tribe of Dan, and out of the half tribe of
Manasseh, ten cities. (6) And the children of Gershon Aad by lot
out of the families of the tribe of Issachar, and out of the tribe of
Asher, and out of the tribe of Naphtali, and out of the half tribe of
Manasseh in Bashan, thirteen cities. (7) The children of Merari by
their families had out of the tribe of Reuben, and out of the tribe
of Gad, and out of the tribe of Zebulun, twelve cities. (8) And the
children of Israel gave by lot unto the Levites these cities with
their suburbs, as the LORD commanded by the hand of Moses. (9)
1 And they gave out of the tribe of the children of Judah, and out
of the tribe of the children of Simeon, these cities which are here
mentioned by name, (10) Which the children of Aaron, being of
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the families of the Kohathites, who were of the children of Levi,
had: for theirs was the first lot. (11) And they gave them the city
of Arba the father of Anak, which c¢ity is Hebron, in the hill country
of Judah, with the suburbs thereof round about it. (12) But the
fields of the city, and the villages thereof, gave they to Caleb the
son of Jephunneh for his possession. (13) Thus they gave to the
children of Aaron the priest Hebron with her suburbs, fo be a city
of refuge for the slayer; and Libnah with her suburbs, (14) And
Jattir with her suburbs, and Eshtemoa with her suburbs, (15) And
Holon with her suburbs, and Debir with her suburbs, (16) And Ain
with her suburbs, and Juttah with her suburbs, and Bethshemesh
with her suburbs; nine cities out of those two tribes. (17) And out
of the tribe of Benjamin, Gibeon with her suburbs, Geba with her
suburbs, (18) Anathoth with her suburbs, and Almon with her
suburbs; four cities. (19) All the cities of the children of Aaron,
the priests, were thirteen cities with their suburbs. (20) And the
families of the children of Kohath, the Levites which remained of
the children of Kohath, even they had the cities of their lot out of
the tribe of Ephraim. (21) For they gave them Shechem with her
suburbs in mount Ephraim, fo be a city of refuge for the slayer;
and Gezer with her suburbs, (22) And Kibzaim with her suburbs,
and Bethhoron with her suburbs; four cities. (23) And out of the
tribe of Dan, Eltekeh with her suburbs, Gibbethon with her
suburbs, (24) Aijalon with her suburbs, Gathrimmon with her
suburbs; four cities. (25) And out of the half tribe of Manasseh,
Tanach with her suburbs, and Gathrimmon with her suburbs; two
cities. (26) All the cities were ten with their suburbs for the
families of the children of Kohath that remained. (27) And unto
the children of Gershon, of the families of the Levites, out of the
other half tribe of Manasseh they gave Golan in Bashan with her
suburbs, fo be a city of refuge for the slayer; and Beeshterah with
her suburbs; two cities. (28) And out of the tribe of Issachar,
Kishon with her suburbs, Dabareh with her suburbs, (29) Jarmuth
with her suburbs, Engannim with her suburbs; four cities. (30)
And out of the tribe of Asher, Mishal with her suburbs, Abdon with
her suburbs, (31) Helkath with her suburbs, and Rehob with her
suburbs; four cities. (32) And out of the tribe of Naphtali, Kedesh
in Galilee with her suburbs, fo be a city of refuge for the slayer;
and Hammothdor with her suburbs, and Kartan with her suburbs;
three cities. (33) All the cities of the Gershonites according to
their families were thirteen cities with their suburbs. (34) And
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unto the families of the children of Merari, the rest of the Levites,
out of the tribe of Zebulun, Jokneam with her suburbs, and Kartah
with her suburbs, (35) Dimnah with her suburbs, Nahalal with her
suburbs; four cities. (36) And out of the tribe of Reuben, Bezer
with her suburbs, and Jahazah with her suburbs, (37) Kedemoth
with her suburbs, and Mephaath with her suburbs; four cities. (38)
And out of the tribe of Gad, Ramoth in Gilead with her suburbs, fo
be a city of refuge for the slayer; and Mahanaim with her suburbs,
(39) Heshbon with her suburbs, Jazer with her suburbs; four
cities in all. (40) So all the cities for the children of Merari by their
families, which were remaining of the families of the Levites, were
by their lot twelve cities. (41) All the cities of the Levites within
the possession of the children of Israel were forty and eight cities
with their suburbs. (42) These cities were every one with their
suburbs round about them: thus were all these cities.

I include all these verses in one point of view for the sake of
shortness. If the Reader be desirous to look at them more
particularly, he will discover how admirably they were all
arranged and disposed of, so as to scatter the Levites over
the whole land. And herein he will discover how great a
correspondence this dispersion of GobD’s servants in the old
church, bore to the dispersion of Gob’s servants in the new,
when Jesus sent his disciples forth to preach the gospel to
every creature. Mark 16:15. If the Reader be curious to
remark the division of the Levites further, he may observe,
that there were four divisions of the Levites, and that they
were placed according to the divine appointment. The first of
the house of Aaron, which were the priests; the second the
Kohathites, which were Levites; the third was the sons of
Gershon, the eldest son of Levi; and the fourth the Merarites
his youngest. But what | conceive to be much more important
for the Readers attention, in the provision made for all the
house of Aaron, was the typical representation it afforded of
the gospel church in the interest it holds, in the person of our
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great and Almighty High Priest, to whom Aaron ministered.
Doth not the peculiar reservation, made for this tribe of Leuvi,
of whom it is expressly again and again said, Levi hath no
part with his brethren, for the LorD is his portion, doth it not
in effect say, that Jesus is the alone portion of his people, who
are in him a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar
people? And is not the circumstance of their being scattered
over all the tribes, a figure of the dispersion of JEsuss priests
who are made kings and priests to Gob and the FATHER? And
in the LorD himself dwelling among them as their portion, is
there not a beautiful similitude of the everlasting presence of
JEsus, amidst his spiritual Levites? Hail! thou LorD GoD of the
true Hebrews: thou priest of the order of Melchisedeck! Grant
me, LORD, a portion in thyself, in the true Canaan of thy
gospel church here below, as a pledge of being forever in thy
church of Canaan which is above. And do thou consecrate and
set me a part by the sprinkling of the blood of Jesus, and the
anointings of the HoLy GHosT, as thy servant to offer spiritual
sacrifices, acceptable to Gob by Jesus CHRIST. 1 Peter 2:5.

JOSHUA 21:43-45

(43) 1 And the LORD gave unto Israel all the land which he sware
to give unto their fathers; and they possessed it, and dwelt
therein. (44) And the LORD gave them rest round about,
according to all that he sware unto their fathers: and there stood
not a man of all their enemies before them; the LORD delivered all
their enemies into their hand. (45) There failed not ought of any
good thing which the LORD had spoken unto the house of Israel;
all came to pass.

These verses contain a beautiful summary of GoD’s
faithfulness to his people. He had now accomplished what he
had said. He had given them Canaan, brought them to his
holy mountain, divided to them their several portions, driven
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out all their enemies before them, and now appeals, as it
were, to their own consciences, whether that precious cha-
racter, in which he had revealed himself to them, and in
which JeHovAaH himself seemed to glory, in that of afaithful
Gob, was not most fully confirmed. Deuteronomy 7:9. And,
Reader! while contemplating Gob’s faithfulness, to his
covenant engagements to Israel, fail not to connect with it,
the certain confirmation of the same glorious character to Is-
rael now. Gob is faithful, (saith Paul) who hath called us to
the fellowship of his Son Jesus CHRIST. Sweet relief to the soul
of the believer under all his own unfaithfulness and unbelief.
1 Corinthians 1:9. 2 Timothy 2:13.

REFLECTIONS

DEAREST Jesus! cause me to, learn from hence thy tender
care of thy more immediate servants. Thy Levites shall be
well provided for, whom thou hast set apart to thy service.
And if they have no portion among their brethren, is it not,
because thou thyself art their portion? And though to the eyes
of an unfeeling world, some of thy most faithful labourers are
sent without scrip or shoes as thy first disciples, yet having
thee for their portion, they lack nothing, but are full and
abound. Oh! let me learn from hence to reverence thy
servants, and to esteem them very highly in love for their
work's sake, and for the sake of their ever-blessed Master.

Pause, my soul! and remark the faithfulness of JEHOVAH to his
people. And if there failed not aught of any good thing which
the LorD had spoken to Israel, but all came to pass; will not
this prompt thee to believe thy Gop to be faithful to thee
also? Will not Gob thy FATHER fulfil all his covenant promises?
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Will not thy Jesus be still Jesus in all his love and favor? And
will not the HoLy GHoST continue his faithful influences, in
directing thy heart into the love of Gob, and into the patient
waiting for JEsus CHRIST? Oh! for faith in lively exercise to be-
lieve Gobp’s word: to trust him now in the moment of trial, and
not to hesitate, until it be seen, how things will go. Is he not
still the holy one of Israel? And hath not all the faithful gone
before, bore testimony to his faithfulness and truth? Oh!
sweet thought! Blessed be the HoLy GHosT for teaching it to
the church: if we believe not, yet he abideth faithful; he
cannot, he will not deny himself. LorD! in this firm persuasion
let me live; and in this assured hope may | die.

CHAPTER 22

CONTENTS

Joshua having, as the captain in Israel under the LORD,
accomplished all the purposes for which the two tribes and a
half of Israel, whose possession was assigned them on the
other side of Jordan, had accompanied Israel to the war, now
dismisses them with a blessing to return. In their return they
build an altar to the LorD, which, at the first, gave great
offence to the rest of the tribes, when they heard of it, fear-
ing that it savoured of idolatry. But when they heard the
cause, that it was intended to commemorate the glory of Gop,
they were well pleased. These are the principal contents of
this chapter.

JOosHuUA 22:1-4
(1) 1 Then Joshua called the Reubenites, and the Gadites, and the
half tribe of Manasseh, (2) And said unto them, Ye have kept all
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that Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, and have
obeyed my voice in all that I commanded you: (3) Ye have not
left your brethren these many days unto this day, but have kept
the charge of the commandment of the LORD your God. (4) And
now the LORD your God hath given rest unto your brethren, as he
promised them: therefore now return ye, and get you unto your
tents, and unto the land of your possession, which Moses the
servant of the LORD gave you on the other side Jordan

There is somewhat very striking in the history of the
Reubenites, and Gadites, and the half tribe of Manasseh, in
their choosing to set up their rest on the other side of Jordan.
No doubt, as it is the LorD himself who fixeth the bounds of
his people’s habitation, those parts of Israel, (for they were,
we hope, still of the true lIsrael in common with their
brethren) were overruled to this desire, for the accomplish-
ment of some gracious purpose. But yet in the view of it, |
would say for myself and Reader, may the LORD grant that we
may never set up our rest on this side our FATHER'S home.
JEsus is gone before. And, therefore never may we rest, until
We are where he is, to behold his glory. John 17:24

JOSHUA 22:5

(5) But take diligent heed to do the commandment and the law,
which Moses the servant of the LORD charged you, to love the
LORD your God, and to walk in all his ways, and to keep his
commandments, and to cleave unto him, and to serve him with all
your heart and with all your soul.

How very sweet it is to behold the uniform attention of Gob’s
servants to his glory. Joshua will not suffer the people to
depart without once more putting them in remembrance of
the first, and best, and greatest of all concerns. So, blessed
Gob, may the sweet remembrancer of CHRIST JESUS,

141



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

continually remind me of my engagements to the Redeemer. |
would pray for grace to cleave unto him, for he is my life.

JOSHUA 22:6-9

(6) So Joshua blessed them, and sent them away: and they went
unto their tents. (7) Now to the one half of the tribe of Manasseh
Moses had given possession in Bashan: but unto the other half
thereof gave Joshua among their brethren on this side Jordan
westward. And when Joshua sent them away also unto their tents,
then he blessed them, (8) And he spake unto them, saying,
Return with much riches unto your tents, and with very much
cattle, with silver, and with gold, and with brass, and with iron,
and with very much raiment: divide the spoil of your enemies with
your brethren. (9) And the children of Reuben and the children of
Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh returned, and departed from
the children of Israel out of Shiloh, which /s in the land of Canaan,
to go unto the country of Gilead, to the land of their possession,
whereof they were possessed, according to the word of the LORD
by the hand of Moses.

Doubtless there was somewhat prophetical in the blessing of
Joshua, as there was in all the blessings of the patriarchs,
when taking leave: see Genesis 49:1. Deuteronomy 33:1.

JOSHUA 22:10

(10) 1 And when they came unto the borders of Jordan, that are
in the land of Canaan, the children of Reuben and the children of
Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh built there an altar by Jordan,
a great altar to see to.

No doubt, the object for which they erected this altar, was
with an eye to Gop’s glory. Perhaps their minds began to fear,
that now, separated as they were from the other tribes, they
should be led to forget sometimes that they were lIsraelites,
and therefore took this method to perpetuate their origin and
connection with the Gobp of Jacob. And that the motive was
pure, however mistaken it might be, seems evident from
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hence, that they did not erect a memorial of the wars of
Joshua; but to perpetuate the glory of Gob. Blessed LORD!
wherever | am, or however engaged, enable me to set up in
my heart, rather than in any outward building, an Ebenezer to
the praise of thy grace. Jesus! do thou live there in unceasing
remembrance!

JOSHUA 22:11-12

(11) And the children of Israel heard say, Behold, the children of
Reuben and the children of Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh
have built an altar over against the land of Canaan, in the borders
of Jordan, at the passage of the children of Israel. (12) And when
the children of Israel heard of jt, the whole congregation of the
children of Israel gathered themselves together at Shiloh, to go up
to war against them.

The holy jealousy of Gob’s people, affords a lovely picture to
contemplate. In the first view of things, no doubt, the conduct
of the two tribes and a half, which were returned home,
appeared to be in opposition to the divine precept; and we
cannot but admire their zeal for the cause of Gobp. The place
only of the LorD’s choosing was to be the hallowed spot,
where his people were to offer on the altar. Reader! is it not
so now? Is not Jesus the altar of our offering? Deuteronomy
12:5.

JOsHUA 22:13-20

(13) And the children of Israel sent unto the children of Reuben,
and to the children of Gad, and to the half tribe of Manasseh, into
the land of Gilead, Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, (14)
And with him ten princes, of each chief house a prince throughout
all the tribes of Israel; and each one was an head of the house of
their fathers among the thousands of Israel. (15) And they came
unto the children of Reuben, and to the children of Gad, and to
the half tribe of Manasseh, unto the land of Gilead, and they
spake with them, saying, (16) Thus saith the whole congregation
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of the LORD, What trespass /s this that ye have committed against

the God of Israel, to turn away this day from following the LORD,

in that ye have builded you an altar, that ye might rebel this day

against the LORD? (17) /s the iniquity of Peor too little for us,

from which we are not cleansed until this day, although there was

a plague in the congregation of the LORD, (18) But that ye must

turn away this day from following the LORD? and it will be, seeing

ye rebel to day against the LORD, that to morrow he will be wroth

with the whole congregation of Israel. (19) Notwithstanding, if

the land of your possession be unclean, then pass ye over unto

the land of the possession of the LORD, wherein the LORD’S

tabernacle dwelleth, and take possession among us: but rebel not

against the LORD, nor rebel against us, in building you an altar

beside the altar of the LORD our God. (20) Did not Achan the son

of Zerah commit a trespass in the accursed thing, and wrath fell

on all the congregation of Israel? and that man perished not alone

in his iniquity.
Who could be so proper to be the leader on this occasion as
Phinehas, whose zeal for Gop’s glory and honour, had
manifested itself so strikingly upon another event before?
Numbers 25:7. And, Reader, do observe with what prudence
the embassy is conducted. They do not strike the blow of
resentment first, and then attempt to justify what they had
done after. But they expostulate on the supposed ill conduct
of their brethren, by way of manifesting their wish to reclaim,
rather than punish. Oh! that in the jealousies and
controversies among brethren, and especially concerning
divine things, all that profess the pure and lovely gospel of
Jesus, by the same SpiriT, had been, and ever would be,
actuated!-Think, Reader, what a beautiful example is here
held forth to all those who alike profess to seek salvation, in
the name and righteousness of the LorD Jesus CHRIST! And let
not the Reader close his view of this expostulation of Israel to

his brethren, before that he hath particularly noticed the
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generosity of Israel as a people. They were ready to give up
part of their portions in Canaan, if their brethren thought the
other side of Jordan polluted and unclean; and would have
come over to them again, to dwell with them where the
LorD’s tabernacle was. Oh! how very sweet and precious it is,
when a true zeal for the LORD outruns all other considerations.
Let JEsus be but honoured, and let what will come of temporal
conveniences. Paul, if | mistake not, felt somewhat of the
same spirit 2 Corinthians 6:11-13.

JOsSHUA 22:21-29

(21) 1 Then the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and
the half tribe of Manasseh answered, and said unto the heads of
the thousands of Israel, (22) The LORD God of gods, the LORD
God of gods, he knoweth, and Israel he shall know; if /it be in
rebellion, or if in transgression against the LORD, (save us not this
day,) (23) That we have built us an altar to turn from following
the LORD, or if to offer thereon burnt offering or meat offering, or
if to offer peace offerings thereon, let the LORD himself require /t,
(24) And if we have not rather done it for fear of tAis thing,
saying, In time to come your children might speak unto our
children, saying, What have ye to do with the LORD God of Israel?
(25) For the LORD hath made Jordan a border between us and
you, ye children of Reuben and children of Gad; ye have no part
in the LORD: so shall your children make our children cease from
fearing the LORD. (26) Therefore we said, Let us now prepare to
build us an altar, not for burnt offering, nor for sacrifice: (27) But
that it may be a witness between us, and you, and our
generations after us, that we might do the service of the LORD
before him with our burnt offerings, and with our sacrifices, and
with our peace offerings; that your children may not say to our
children in time to come, Ye have no part in the LORD. (28)
Therefore said we, that it shall be, when they should so say to us
or to our generations in time to come, that we may say again,
Behold the pattern of the altar of the LORD, which our fathers
made, not for burnt offerings, nor for sacrifices; but it /s a witness
between us and you. (29) God forbid that we should rebel against
the LORD, and turn this day from following the LORD, to build an
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altar for burnt offerings, for meat offerings, or for sacrifices,
beside the altar of the LORD our God that /s before his tabernacle.

I include all these verses in one point of view, because so
delightful a passage of scripture, which takes in the whole of
the meek and candid answer of the accused, ought not to be
broken. The thing speaks for itself, and the words are too
plain, and the answer too, satisfactory, to need a comment.
The opening of it is very striking, solemn, and affecting.
Looking up to, and calling in for, a witness of truth, the glo-
rious covenant JEHOVAH ALEIM, Israel's Gob, was bringing the
point to a speedy issue. Pleading the purity of their intentions,
and then the apparent usefulness of their designs, very
properly succeeds to that appeal. And, observe, above every
other reason, which they offer for the erection of this altar,
that it was only an altar of remembrance, and not for use in
sacrifice. Doth not this plainly show, that those tribes, in
common with the rest, had an eye to one sacrifice and one
offering? And to whom could this refer, but to him, who in
gospel times, was to offer himself without spot to Gob,
through the Eternal SpiriT, for the salvation of his people?
With an eye to this the prophet beautifully speaks: Malachi
1:11.

JOSHUA 22:30

(30) 1 And when Phinehas the priest, and the princes of the
congregation and heads of the thousands of Israel which were
with him, heard the words that the children of Reuben and the
children of Gad and the children of Manasseh spake, it pleased
them.

This is certainly an interesting relation, and the HoLy GHOST
hath been pleased to have it stated to the church at large. We
cannot but take a part in the pleasing view of the harmony of
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brethren. What an happy issue is brought to pass in this
alarming business, as it at first appeared, by the overruling
grace of the HoLy SPIRIT on the minds of both parties.

JosHuA 22:31

(31) And Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest said unto the
children of Reuben, and to the children of Gad, and to the children
of Manasseh, This day we perceive that the LORD /s among us,
because ye have not committed this trespass against the LORD:
now ye have delivered the children of Israel out of the hand of the
LORD.

Phinehas is a most engaging character in scripture. If the
Reader will consult what is said of him elsewhere, he will, |
think, be led to see in him, a lively type of the ever blessed
JEsus. Numbers 25:10-13.

JosHUA 22:32-33

(32) And Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, and the princes,
returned from the children of Reuben, and from the children of
Gad, out of the land of Gilead, unto the land of Canaan, to the
children of Israel, and brought them word again. (33) And the
thing pleased the children of Israel; and the children of Israel
blessed God, and did not intend to go up against them in battle,
to destroy the land wherein the children of Reuben and Gad dwelt.

The return of the embassy in peace, must have been highly
grateful to all Israel. When ministers return with an account
of their success, in their acting as ambassadors for JEsus,
what holy joy doth it occasion even in heaven itself? Luke
15:10.

JOSHUA 22:34

(34) And the children of Reuben and the children of Gad called
the altar £d4 for it shall be a witness between us that the LORD /s
God.
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The word £d signifies witness. Oh! that there may be many
memorandums, as witnesses for me, of my interest in a
covenant Gob in CHRIST. And, yet abundantly more and above
all, do thou, blessed SrIrIT, witness to me, and in me, that I
am united to CHRIST, and that he is formed in me the hope of
glory. Romans 8:16. Colossians 1:27.

REFLECTIONS

My soul! in this contest of Israel learn to remark how
exceedingly disposed by nature the best of men are to form
misconceptions, and draw unfavourable conclusions of each
other's conduct. Alas! what a veil of ignorance hath the fall
thrown over our minds. While I admire and pray for grace to
copy after the zeal of Israel, in everything which concerns
Gop’s honour and glory, I would no less seek grace also, to
imitate the children of the two tribes and half over Jordan,
and think it not enough to do right, and to seek the LORD’S
countenance to it, but very cheerfully explain all my motives,
when those motives are with an eye to Gop’s glory, to the
inspection and approbation of men.

But is there not an higher improvement to be made in our
view of the subject? Do | not behold in the Reubenites and
their companions, the representation of all awakened
believers on this side Jordan? Are we not all, as they were,
remote by situation from the tabernacle, and the precious
things in Canaan? Though Jesus graciously condescends to
visit us, and warms our hearts with the sweet visits of his
love, yet do we not need continual monuments to tell our
hearts, that this is not our home; and these are not the
objects on which our affections here below should be placed?
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How often do even the ordinances of holy worship prove
unsatisfactory: and the wells of salvation we cannot draw
from by reason of our earthly, barren and lifeless frames!
Precious Jesus! | would not erect an altar, nor offer a
sacrifice, nor make mention of a burnt offering! 1 would not
bring, if 1 had them, thousands of rams, or ten thousands of
rivers of oil: but I would look to thee; my longing eyes should
fix on thy person, and my soul look to thee in the most
dependant assurance of salvation, in thy blood and
righteousness; for thou art the one only altar, the high priest
and sacrifice; thou art all and in all. Be thou my witness, my
hope, my portion, all the day. And although I am as yet on
this side Jordan, yet, bye and bye, thou wilt come and take
me to thyself, and | shall behold thy face in glory, when I
awake up after thy likeness.

CHAPTER 23

CONTENTS

In this chapter we are drawing towards the close of Joshuas
ministry. Like all the other servants of the LORD, his work
being finished, his death succeeds. He is represented here as
convening the LORD’s heritage together, to make his farewell
discourse to them. This chapter hath the leading heads of his
sermon, and it should seem by what follows in the next
chapter, that this is closed before that he ends his discourse.

JosHuUA 23:1

(1) 1 And it came to pass a long time after that the LORD had
given rest unto Israel from all their enemies round about, that
Joshua waxed old and stricken in age.
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There is somewhat very interesting in the close of life, of the
more immediate servants of the LorD. The dying frames of
faithful ministers are of singular use to be recorded for the
comfort and encouragement of living members of CHRIST'S
mystical body. Hence it should seem, that the HoLy GHosT
hath been pleased to have his servants held forth to view in
the church in their last hours. The representation here made
of Joshua, is truly engaging. We are not told of the precise
time when it was, but only it is in general said, to have been a
long time after Joshua’s victories were ended. Probably as
Joshua died at the age of one hundred and ten years (see
Chap. 24:29.) it was just before his death.

JOsSHUA 23:2

(2) And Joshua called for all Israel, and for their elders, and for
their heads, and for their judges, and for their officers, and said
unto them, | am old and stricken in age:

This preface to his discourse, is just what it should be, to call
up their attention. / said (says Elihu) days should speak, and
multitude of years teach wisdom. Job 32:7. Who suitable to
speak of Gop’s love, as the man who hath long experienced it!

JosHuA 23:3

(3) And ye have seen all that the LORD your God hath done unto
all these nations because of you; for the LORD your God /s he that
hath fought for you.

Reader! do not fail to observe, how Joshua's dying sermon
opens. It is all of Gop. Gop, as a covenant Gob, was Joshua’s
text, and the sum and substance of all his sermon. Not a
word of himself. Not a word to magnify his services, even as
an instrument in Gob’s hand. The burden of his preaching
was, what the JEHovAH ALEIM had done, and what their own
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experience knew to be true, of the LorD their GoD’s grace
towards them. Dearest Jesus! may it be my happiness to copy
after this illustrious example. In a living hour may | speak of
thee and of thy righteousness only. And in a dying hour may
long experience sum up the whole account, CHRIST is all and
in all. Colossians 3:11.

JOSHUA 23:4-5

(4) Behold, I have divided unto you by lot these nations that
remain, to be an inheritance for your tribes, from Jordan, with all
the nations that | have cut off, even unto the great sea westward.
(5) And the LORD your God, he shall expel them from before you,
and drive them from out of your sight; and ye shall possess their
land, as the LORD your God hath promised unto you.

Observe with what confidence the man of Gob speaks of
future blessings; and how he makes the review of past
mercies, the foundation of all that are yet to come. Reader!
pause over this doctrine. May the HoLy GHOST be your teacher
while perusing it, and you will then learn that this is the great
secret of religion. The only possible method for a poor tried
soul to exercise faith, under the SpIRITS influence for what is
to come, is by looking back, and beholding what of Gop’s
faithfulness is in what is past. By faith in GoD’s promises we
look forward and depend. Gob hath wrought deliverance
before. The same Gob will do it now, and for all that is to
come. What though there are Canaanites yet to be driven out,
(Israel might say) yet in these already destroyed, Gob’s word
is pledged for all that remain. Reader! apply this to your own
case. Hath Jesus begun his grace in your heart? Hath he given
you to see and feel the plague of your own heart, and a view
of his preciousness! Are there yet remains of corruption still
within, under which you groan? Look to him! He that is the
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author, is the finisher also of faith. Thou saidst (said Jacob)
thou wouldst surely do me good. Genesis 32:12. Hebrews
12:2.

JOosHUA 23:6-10

(6) Be ye therefore very courageous to keep and to do all that is
written in the book of the law of Moses, that ye turn not aside
therefrom to the right hand or to the left; (7) That ye come not
among these nations, these that remain among you; neither make
mention of the name of their gods, nor cause to swear by them,
neither serve them, nor bow yourselves unto them: (8) But
cleave unto the LORD your God, as ye have done unto this day.
(9) For the LORD hath driven out from before you great nations
and strong: but as foryou, no man hath been able to stand before
you unto this day. (10) One man of you shall chase a thousand:
for the LORD your God, he /t /s that fighteth for you, as he hath
promised you.

The holy jealousy which the man of Gob so warmly and
affectionately recommended, may serve to teach us, with
what circumspection believers in JEsus ought to walk amidst
the swarm of vanities, with which they are surrounded in this
wilderness state. It is said that the ancient Jews would not
allow their children to mention even the name of certain
things, which their laws forbade the use of. Swine's flesh they
were taught to call strange flesh, if any occasion required its
being mentioned at all. 1 should much rejoice if believing
parents were to exercise a like caution over the rising
generation in a multitude of instances. If Joshua commanded
Israel not even to make mention of the name of the heathen
gods which were around them, can it be consistent with
believers to have their children educated in such systems of
learning, as lead them into not only an acquaintance with the
names, but with the whole history of the gods of ancient
idolaters. And when men come to admire the phrases and
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expressions, for the sake of the language of the heathen
writers, is not the transition but too easily made, (except
grace restrains) by the heart too much disposed by nature to
evil, to the love of the persons or systems also. The prayer
which begs not to be led into temptation, presupposes the
desire of the soul not to lead ourselves into it. Sweet and
precious is the direction of our dear LORD to this point. Luke
22:40.

JOSHUA 23:11-13

(11) 1 Take good heed therefore unto yourselves, that ye love the
LORD your God. (12) Else if ye do in any wise go back, and
cleave unto the remnant of these nations, even these that remain
among you, and shall make marriages with them, and go in unto
them, and they to you: (13) Know for a certainty that the LORD
your God will no more drive out any of these nations from before
you; but they shall be snares and traps unto you, and scourges in
your sides, and thorns in your eyes, until ye perish from off this
good land which the LORD your God hath given you.

How closely connected sin is with its sure punishment. My
backslidings shall correct thee! The very thing which we lean
upon for confidence or comfort; that above every other evil,
shall be sure to pierce us through. In the unhappy, and | had
almost said unnatural, coalition sometimes made between
believers and unbelievers, what sorrow hath sprung out of
them? There is death in the pot. Snares, and traps, and
scourges, and thorns, we make for ourselves. The root is laid
in unbelief, and it will be sure to bring forth and blossom with
deadly fruit. LorD, keep thy people from themselves and the
perversity of their ways, for they are well kept who are
preserved by thee. John 17:11, 15.

JOosHUA 23:14-16
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(14) And, behold, this day | am going the way of all the earth:
and ye know in all your hearts and in all your souls, that not one
thing hath failed of all the good things which the LORD your God
spake concerning you; all are come to pass unto you, and not one
thing hath failed thereof. (15) Therefore it shall come to pass,
that as all good things are come upon you, which the LORD your
God promised you; so shall the LORD bring upon you all evil
things, until he have destroyed you from off this good land which
the LORD your God hath given you. (16) When ye have
transgressed the covenant of the LORD your God, which he
commanded you, and have gone and served other gods, and
bowed yourselves to them; then shall the anger of the LORD be
kindled against you, and ye shall perish quickly from off the good
land which he hath given unto you.

The man of Gob makes use of the same argument again, of
his old age and dying circumstances, to enforce all he had
said. Not to endear his memory to them. Not to have a
monument erected of his valour and his good deeds. Not a
word of this. Not an intimation that he wished it. But his dying
request corresponded to his living earnestness, that the LORD
might be glorified in their souls. How sweet and lovely is it to
behold the dying servants of Jesus, glorifying the LORD in their
latter end, as they had been enabled to promote his glory in
the beginning. And the apostle makes as suitable an inference
from it, when he saith, Remember them which have the rule
over you, who have spoken to you the word of Gob, whose
faith follow, considering the end of their conversation, JESUS
CHRIST, the same yesterday, and today, and forever. Hebrews
13:7, 8.

REFLECTIONS

BLESSED Jesus! In the close of Joshua's ministry and labours,
I see that all things and all men come to an end. But though
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Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and Joshua must die, yet
thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail. Oh! the sweet
consoling thought! the LorD liveth, and blessed be my strong
helper; and praised be the Gob of my salvation.

But though the saints and servants of my Gob go the way of
all the earth, yet through thy grace, O LoRD, the fruits of their
labours, their zeal and patience, their prayers and examples,
are left behind. Here would I, for myself and Reader, pray
that the dying words and legacy of the man of Gob, might live
in my remembrance. Oh! for grace to cleave unto thee, thou
dearest Jesus, for thou art indeed my life. And in the awful
day of idolatry, and the pleasure-loving age, in which the
LorD hath cast our lot, Oh! for faith to resist stedfastly all the
enemies of our salvation. Make them, O LorD, thorns and
briars in our path; hedge up our way with thorns if need be,
that we may never find such lovers. Keep our souls close unto
thee, and so powerfully restrain us, by the sweet influences of
thy SpirIT, that we may be more and more dead unto the
world, but alive unto Gob, through Jesus CHRIST our LORD.

CHAPTER 24
CONTENTS

We are now arrived to the end of Joshua's history. This
chapter contains the finishing of his sermon, and the finishing
of his life together. He dies, as he had lived, in the act of
praising Gob, and most earnestly and affectionately entreating
the Israelites to the love and obedience of the LORD. The
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chapter closes also with an account of the death of Eleazar,
and of the removal of Joseph's bones.

JOsHUA 24:1

(1) T And Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and
called for the elders of Israel, and for their heads, and for their
judges, and for their officers; and they presented themselves
before God.

Whether this be a continuation of the same sermon, as in the
preceding chapter, or whether it be another discourse, is not
certain. As the former declared that he was that day going
the way of all the earth, it should seem to have been intended
as his farewell discourse. But it is possible that this might
have been delivered at another time. However this point is
not so interesting to determine. The subject of this and the
former is one and the same. Both were preached to proclaim
Gop’s glory; and this is the leading point which runs through
both. It was in Shechem, not in Shiloh, Joshua delivered his
farewell sermon; for this was nearer his home. And this is the
more remarkable, because this was the memorable spot
where the visions of Gob began with Abraham. Genesis 12:6,
7.

JOSHUA 24:2-3

(2) And Joshua said unto all the people, Thus saith the LORD God
of Israel, Your fathers dwelt on the other side of the flood in old
time, even Terah, the father of Abraham, and the father of
Nachor: and they served other gods. (3) And I took your father
Abraham from the other side of the flood, and led him throughout
all the land of Canaan, and multiplied his seed, and gave him
Isaac.

Probably, the place of Joshua's preaching suggested to him
the story of Abraham's conversion. But, if not, nothing could
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be more proper than that in the recapitulation of GobD’s
covenant love to his people, he should begin with that which
magnified the distinguishing mercy of Gob. Reader! the
sweetest views are those which enable us to look back and
discover the love of Gob to us, when we had no love to him,
nor to ourselves. To look unto the rock from whence we were
hewn, and to the hole of the pit, from whence we were
digged, are profitable reviews to the soul. Isaiah 51:1, 2. |
cannot pass over the subject, of the call of Abraham, without
desiring the Reader to remark with me, the freeness, and
fullness, and sovereignty of Gob’s grace in such an instance.
What soul can be apparently further from Gob than he was,
when the LorD called him? Reader! do not overlook the sweet
encouragement it holds forth to yourself, if haply you are yet
in nature's darkness, and to your careless and unawakened
friends, or relations. Paul evidently referred to this, when he
said that Gob can be just, and yet the justifier of the ungodly.
Romans 4:3-5.

JOSHUA 24:4-13

(4) And I gave unto Isaac Jacob and Esau: and | gave unto Esau
mount Seir, to possess it; but Jacob and his children went down
into Egypt. (5) | sent Moses also and Aaron, and | plagued Egypt,
according to that which | did among them: and afterward I
brought you out. (6) And | brought your fathers out of Egypt:
and ye came unto the sea; and the Egyptians pursued after your
fathers with chariots and horsemen unto the Red sea. (7) And
when they cried unto the LORD, he put darkness between you
and the Egyptians, and brought the sea upon them, and covered
them; and your eyes have seen what | have done in Egypt: and
ye dwelt in the wilderness a long season. (8) And I brought you
into the land of the Amorites, which dwelt on the other side
Jordan; and they fought with you: and | gave them into your
hand, that ye might possess their land; and | destroyed them
from before you. (9) Then Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab,
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arose and warred against Israel, and sent and called Balaam the
son of Beor to curse you: (10) But | would not hearken unto
Balaam; therefore he blessed you still: so | delivered you out of
his hand. (11) And ye went over Jordan, and came unto Jericho:
and the men of Jericho fought against you, the Amorites, and the
Perizzites, and the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the
Girgashites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites; and | delivered them
into your hand. (12) And | sent the hornet before you, which
drave them out from before you, even the two kings of the
Amorites; but not with thy sword, nor with thy bow. (13) And |
have given you a land for which ye did not labour, and cities
which ye built not, and ye dwell in them; of the vineyards and
oliveyards which ye planted not do ye eat.

I include in one view all these verses, for the sake of
shortness, and because, as they refer to the history of the
Patriarchs, already gone through in the Commentary, it would
be unnecessary to swell the page again with the relation. The
Reader can, if he pleases, refer to the subjects, in their
respective places. But | would have the Reader remark with
me, in addition to what was there said of the conjurer
Balaam, that here it seems somewhat more plain, that this
wretched man would, for the sake of gain, have cursed lIsrael,
though he knew the LorD had promised to bless them, had
not the LORD restrained him, and overruled his mind to do the
very reverse of what he intended. And Reader! do you not
believe that the LorD is doing the same for his people very
frequently now? When a mans ways please the Lorp, he
maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him. Proverbs
16:7. On the subject of putting away the false gods from
among them, which is again repeated, verse 23, it should
seem that there were some of the people which had images
by them, though they might not worship them. But as the
LorD is jealous of his honour and glory, even the figure of an
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idol is an abomination. But Reader! if to our fathers in the old
church the very mention of idols, or the keeping any
representation of them, became so offensive, in the divine
eye, what think you must be the indignation of our Gop, if we
hold in our heart a kind of rivalship with Gob, in making our
prayers and our services a part-Savior with Jesus? Shall I not
put away all idols in any supposed goodness and
righteousness of my own, and learn herefrom that Jesus alone
is my Savior, in whose righteousness his people are accepted?
Ephesians 1:6.

JOSHUA 24:14-15

(14) Now therefore fear the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and
in truth: and put away the gods which your fathers served on the
other side of the flood, and in Egypt; and serve ye the LORD. (15)
1 And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this
day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers
served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the
Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house,
we will serve the LORD.

What a noble resolution Joshua made for himself, and for his
household? How worthy of imitation in all families! But could
Joshua answer for his servants, or for his family? Certainly he
could not compel their consciences: neither did he mean it.
Unless led to it by the sweet influences of the HoLy GHOST, he
could not assure himself that he should serve the LorD; and
he well knew that it must be from the same Almighty power
his household could do it. But yet, as far as the outward
means could be made use of, he resolved to enforce the
observance of these upon himself and people. Reader! are
you a parent, a master of a family, or placed in any situation
of authority? Behold then the beautiful example of Joshua.
And think how inexcusable that man, that parent or master
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must be, in whose house there is no family worship! Tell me,
if you can, wherein such households differ from the brutes
which perish, when they rise up and lay down as the herds of
the stall, and never ask where is Gob my Maker, who giveth
songs in the night, Job 35:10.

JOSHUA 24:16-18

(16) And the people answered and said, God forbid that we
should forsake the LORD, to serve other gods; (17) For the LORD
our God, he i/t /s that brought us up and our fathers out of the
land of Egypt, from the house of bondage, and which did those
great signs in our sight, and preserved us in all the way wherein
we went, and among all the people through whom we passed:
(18) And the LORD drave out from before us all the people, even
the Amorites which dwelt in the land: therefore will we also serve
the LORD; for he /s our God.

The answer of Israel is just what we might have expected.
They have well spoken, said the LOrD himself concerning
them upon a similar occasion, all that they have spoken. But
he who knows what is in the heart, knows what poor,
irresolute, weak creatures we are: and, therefore adds, Oh!
that there were such an heart in them! Deuteronomy 5:28,
29. Reader! if you know anything of your own heart, you have
learnt somewhat of its deceitfulness; and, therefore, will not
venture to trust it. 1 know, says holy Paul, that in me, that is
in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing. Romans 7:18.

JOsSHUA 24:19-20

(19) And Joshua said unto the people, Ye cannot serve the LORD:
for he /s an holy God; he /s a jealous God; he will not forgive your
transgressions nor your sins. (20) If ye forsake the LORD, and
serve strange gods, then he will turn and do you hurt, and
consume you, after that he hath done you good.
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If (as some read those words) we read this passage according
to the original in the plura/ number: He /s the holy Gods,
meaning He, JEHOVAH existing in a threefold character of
persons, the Holy Gods; this is a sweet and precious passage
in confirmation of the Holy Trinity. Hear, O Israel, the LORD
thy Gob is one LORD. A thing unnecessary to have been
remarked, if at the same time it had not been suggested, that
in this one eternal essence of the GODHEAD, there existed a
plurality of persons. And hence, in the opening of the Bible,
the phrase is the same plural: so in Solomon: Remember thy
Creators; for so it is in the original. Ecclesiastes 12:1. Joshua's
representing the difficulties, was not intended to put them off
from their pious resolution; but only to forewarn them of the
difficulty. Our dear LorD told his disciples somewhat similar,
when he represented his service as taking up a cross,
plucking out an eye, and cutting off an arm.

JOSHUA 24:21-24

(21) And the people said unto Joshua, Nay; but we will serve the
LORD. (22) And Joshua said unto the people, Ye are witnesses
against yourselves that ye have chosen you the LORD, to serve
him. And they said, We are witnesses. (23) Now therefore put
away, said he, the strange gods which are among you, and incline
your heart unto the LORD God of Israel. (24) And the people said
unto Joshua, The LORD our God will we serve, and his voice will
we obey.

The resolutions founded in divine strength, and under the
assurance of divine aid from GoD’s covenant mercy and love,
are well founded: so said Paul, Philippians 4:13. 1 Corinthians
4:4,

JOSHUA 24:25
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(25) So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and
set them a statute and an ordinance in Shechem.

It is worthy observation, that twice in the life, both of Moses
and of Joshua, the renewal of this covenant was made. See
Exodus 24 Deuteronomy 29. and Joshua 8 and now, Reader,
it is always profitable, though not to lay again the foundation
from dead works, yet to look over the past solemn
transactions between Gob and the soul.

JOSHUA 24:26-27

(26) And Joshua wrote these words in the book of the law of
God, and took a great stone, and set it up there under an oak,
that was by the sanctuary of the LORD. (27) And Joshua said
unto all the people, Behold, this stone shall be a witness unto us;
for it hath heard all the words of the LORD which he spake unto
us: it shall be therefore a witness unto you, lest ye deny your
God.

There is somewhat truly interesting in the ancient custom of
setting up tokens of remembrance. Samuel's Ebenezer and
Jacob's pillar, not to mention many others, are precious
evidences of the kind. 1 Samuel 7:12. Genesis 28:18. Reader,
have you none of this kind in your life? Have there been no
Bethel visits from JEsus to your soul; no marks, no stones of
help set up by you to say, Here in this place, and upon such
occasions, my Gob manifested himself to me otherwise than
he doeth to the world! John 14:22, 23. Was not the sanctuary
the ark of the divine presence? And if so, was it not a sweet
type of the presence of the ever blessed Jesus? Matthew
18:20. 28:20.

JOsSHUA 24:28
(28) So Joshua let the people depart, every man unto his
inheritance.
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Perhaps, Joshua took his leave of the people in prayer, as he
knew it would be his last interview, so did Moses, partly in
blessing and partly in prayer, and in affectionate
remembrance. Deuteronomy 28:1.

JOSHUA 24:29

(29) 1 And it came to pass after these things, that Joshua the son
of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died, being an hundred and ten
years old.

Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return, is the one
common lot. And hence the most faithful of Gop’s servants die
as well as others, though not as do others. The Reader should
remark, that the same title is given to Joshua, as was given to
Moses. He is called the servant of JEHovAH. Sweet title! It doth
not appear at what particular period it was when Joshua died.
Some have thought by calculation, it must have been more
than twenty years after the children of Israel entered on the
possession of Canaan. But this is not certain.

JOSHUA 24:30

(30) And they buried him in the border of his inheritance in
Timnathserah, which /s in mount Ephraim, on the north side of the
hill of Gaash.

The burial place of Joshua is rendered memorable by the
name Gaash, which signifies quaking. The Jews had a
tradition that there was a trembling of the hill at his burial,
and this to upbraid Israel for not mourning for him as they did
for Moses. But whether they did lament his departure or not,
certain it is, that no mention is made of their lamentation, as
they did for Moses. If we consider this as allegorical, I should
say, we are all by nature more wedded to the law than the
gospel. Moses is fairer to the eye of the world than Jesus.
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JOSHUA 24:31

(31) And lIsrael served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all
the days of the elders that overlived Joshua, and which had
known all the works of the LORD, that he had done for Israel.

An honourable testimony is here given both to Joshua and the
elders. Oh! for the influence of our almighty Joshua to be ever
upon his people.

JOSHUA 24:32

(32) And the bones of Joseph, which the children of Israel
brought up out of Egypt, buried they in Shechem, in a parcel of
ground which Jacob bought of the sons of Hamor the father of
Shechem for an hundred pieces of silver: and it became the
inheritance of the children of Joseph.

The remembrance of the just is blessed. The bones of Joseph
had been long kept if, as we may suppose, the funeral of
them was only now performed. He had been dead nearly 200
years. Yet such was the affection of Israel to his memory, and
obedience to his dying request, that they thought it no trouble
to carry his bones about with them in all their journeys. See
Genesis 1. 25. Exodus 13:19.

JOSHUA 24:33

(33) And Eleazar the son of Aaron died; and they buried him in a
hill that pertained to Phinehas his son, which was given him in
mount Ephraim.

Very honourable testimony is given also of Eleazar in his
death and funeral, which, as the HoLy GHosT hath been
pleased to record, we may safely conclude, that precious in
the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints. Psalm 116:15.
It is worthy remark, that Moses the great lawgiver, and Aaron
the high priest, died in one year. And it should seem, that
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Joshuas death and Eleazars were nearly together. How
striking the observation of the Apostle: They truly were many
priests, because they were not suffered to continue, by
reason of death. But Jesus in his unchangeable priesthood
continueth forever. Dearest LorRD! how sweet the thought,
though our fathers die, and the prophets live not forever,
thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail. Hebrews 7:22,
&c.

REFLECTIONS

READER! in closing this sacred book of Gop, and in reviewing
the many precious things contained in it, let us with
increasing diligence look up for the teaching of the HoLy
GHosT, that beside the historical relation in it as the proof of
Gop’s faithfulness, we may spiritually discern the great
tendency of the whole in pointing out the heavenly Canaan,
under the typical representation of an earthly land of promise.
Joshua, as the minister of Gob, hath indeed brought the
LORD’S people over Jordan, and brought them in, and divided
them their inheritance, as was promised. But Joshua and all
Israel found that land to be but the land of an earthly
inheritance. Though they had the signs and symbols of
worship, and the refreshing views of the divine presence, yet
these were only suited to a transitory state. Beautiful and
conclusive is the apostle’s reasoning upon it. If Joshua (says
he) had given them rest, then would the LorD not afterward
have spoken of another day. There remaineth, therefore, a
rest to the people of Gob. And what is that rest but JEsus
himself, who is the very sabbath of the soul to his people, and
who hath promised to give all them that come to him, to find
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rest unto their souls. This (saith the prophet) is the rest
wherewith ye may pause the weary to rest, and this is the
refreshing. Isaiah 28:12.

But before | take a farewell of Joshua, as the servant of the
most high Gob, and the captain of the LorD’s host, | would
pause and contemplate some of those precious views thy
person and character afford, as a type of my almighty Joshua,
the LorRD JEsus CHRIST. Methinks | see in thee the faint outlines
of his glorious person and character, who was, and is, indeed,
the minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle,
which the LorD pitched, and not man.

In name as well as office, surely, Joshua, thou were a lively
representative of our precious Jesus. He, as captain of the
LorD’s host, hath brought, and is still bringing, many sons
unto glory, and to the division of their inheritance in the
heavenly Canaan, as thou didst under his command to the
possession of an earthly. It was at Jordan thy ministry
commenced. And here it was also, in the very spot JEsus
entered on his labours, when anointed with the HoLy GHOsT,
and under the baptism of the SpirIT without measure. Here
JEHOVAH began to magnify the earthly Joshua in the sight of
all the people. And here both the persons of the FATHER and
of the HoLy GHosT, glorified the LorD Jesus in their united
testimonies to his person and office.

And as the earthly Joshua brought the people over Jordan;
circumcised the house of Israel anew; led them on to sure
victory and to conquest; and never left them, until the LORD
had given them rest from all their enemies round about: so
the heavenly, the almighty Joshua, brings all his people
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through every river of affliction, and all the Jordans of sin and
tribulation; takes away the foreskin of their heart, that they
may be no more stiffnecked, makes them more than
conquerors through his grace helping them, and never gives
over until he hath brought them into that everlasting rest,
which remaineth for the people of Gobp. Hail thou great, thou
Almighty Joshua, thou captain of our salvation. Thou hast
indeed proved thyself to thy church, to be the true Joshua,
the real Saviour, for thou hast saved thy people from their
sins. Thou hast led them on to sure victory, and hast arrayed
them with the robes of salvation. It is thine, and thine alone,
O blessed Jesus, both to purchase and bestow, both to put
into the possession and secure thy people in it, even of an
everlasting possession; and not, like Joshua, when the work is
wrought, to leave them by reason of death: but thou ever
livest to receive the grateful praise from thy people, and to
see the work of JEHOvAH prosper in thine hand. In all that
remains until thou shalt take me home to behold thy glory, do
thou cause me to rest on thine arm, and to standstill and see
the salvation of Gob. And be it my portion to live in thy faith,
and to die in the assurance, that where thou art, there shall |
be also to the praise of the glory of his grace, who hath made
me accepted in the beloved. Amen.

167



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

JUDGES

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

IT is not very certain who was the immediate Penman of this
book. Some writers have supposed that it was Samuel.
However this cannot be depended upon. The subject itself
contained in it is much more interesting for us to regard. And
the object intended from the records here presented to the
church, seems to be directed to those two grand purposes;
namely, to show how unsuitably Gob’s people conducted
themselves to the privileges they enjoyed; and yet, in the
midst of their unworthiness, how gracious the LORD
manifested himself towards them.

The book of the Judges comprises in point of time a period of
about 300 years; commencing from about 1400 years before
the coming of the LorD Jesus CHRIST to about 1100 years; and
recording the annals of 14 Judges, from Othniel to Eli
included.

There is much of gospel shadows and types, both as to
persons, and things, in the several parts of the Book of the
Judges. The HoLy GHosT was graciously pleased to cause
many striking allusions to the great events of salvation, to be
represented during the period of the church, which this book
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refers to. And several of the persons, whose history forms a
part in this scripture, were eminent types and servants of the
LorD Jesus. The Apostle to the Hebrews makes special
mention of several of them, and with the most honourable
testimony, as very illustrious patterns of faith; such asGideon,
and Barak, and Samson, and Jephthah. Hebrews 11:32.

I shall not detain the Reader with any further preliminary
observations on the Book of Judges. But I must request him
before he enters upon the perusal of it, that he will bend the
knee of prayer, and join my spirit in a fervent supplication to
the mercy-seat of our Gob in CHRIST, that the minds of both
Writer and Reader may be under the teachings of Gob the
HoLy GHosT, to behold in every period and age of the church,
how the LorD hath been carrying on the great purposes and
counsels of his own will, and gradually preparing the minds of
the faithful for that glorious era, when his people should not
be under the commonwealth of Judges, but a King should
reign in righteousness, and execute judgment, and justice in
the earth: in whose days Judah should be saved, and Israel
awell safely. And this is the name whereby he should be
called, the LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.

Reader! may our souls rejoice together, that our Gobp in mercy
hath caused us to see this day. We may truly take up the
language of the Prophet, and make application of his sweet
words to our own circumstances, and say, as he did, 7he
LORD /s our Judge; the LORD is our lawgiver, the LORD /s our
King. lsaiah 33:22.

CHAPTER 1
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CONTENTS

The sacred historian prosecutes in this Chapter the subject
of Israel’s contest with the remaining Canaanites, after the
death of Joshua. The chapter opens in the enquiry of Israel
of the LorD, who should go before them to the subjugation
and destruction of their enemies. The LORD'S answer. The
several tribes divide in their war, some are successful more
than others. several of the tribes permit the Canaanites to
remain with them, contrary to the command of the LORD.

JUDGES 1:1-2

(1) T Now after the death of Joshua it came to pass, that the
children of Israel asked the LORD, saying, Who shall go up for us
against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? (2) And the
LORD said, Judah shall go up: behold, | have delivered the land
into his hand.

If the Reader regards the book of the Judges merely as an
history, still he will discover in it sufficient to demonstrate
the faithfulness of Gob to his promises. But, if he reads it
also with a spiritual reference to the church of Gobp
shadowing forth beside the history some greater events
connected with it, he will find this Sepher Shophtim (for so is
it, in the original, very properly called, that is, the Book of
Judges) not an uninteresting part of the sacred record. As
Joshua was an eminent type of Jesus, do we not feel our
minds led to the gospel history, and the case of the apostles,
at the departure of Jesus? Well might the disciples enquire
who shall go in and out before us, when the LORD is
returned to his FATHER? See John 14:1, 2. We cannot be at a
loss to assign the cause, wherefore Judah was chosen. The
dying Patriarch looking forward to him who after the flesh
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was to spring from Judah, declared, that Judah was him
whom his brethren should praise, whose hand should be in
the neck of his enemies, and whose fathers children should
bow down before him. Genesis 49:8, &c. And when we
behold him who is expressly called the Lion of the tribe of
Judah, whom all nations shall praise, and whose victory over
the neck of his enemies hath been so marked, we cannot
but discover the striking affinity. Hebrews 7:14. Revelation
5:5.

JUDGES 1:3-8

(3) And Judah said unto Simeon his brother, Come up with me
into my lot, that we may fight against the Canaanites; and |
likewise will go with thee into thy lot. So Simeon went with him.
(4) And Judah went up; and the LORD delivered the Canaanites
and the Perizzites into their hand: and they slew of them in Bezek
ten thousand men. (5) And they found Adonibezek in Bezek: and
they fought against him, and they slew the Canaanites and the
Perizzites. (6) But Adonibezek fled; and they pursued after him,
and caught him, and cut off his thumbs and his great toes. (7)
And Adonibezek said, Threescore and ten kings, having their
thumbs and their great toes cut off, gathered their meat under my
table: as | have done, so God hath requited me. And they brought
him to Jerusalem, and there he died. (8) Now the children of
Judah had fought against Jerusalem, and had taken it, and
smitten it with the edge of the sword, and set the city on fire.

It should seem that, as this verse is inclosed in a parenthesis,
it only meant to notice what had been said before. Probably
Jerusalem was taken in the wars of Joshua. See Joshua 10:1,
&c.

JUDGES 1:9-10

(9) 1 And afterward the children of Judah went down to fight
against the Canaanites, that dwelt in the mountain, and in the
south, and in the valley. (10) And Judah went against the
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Canaanites that dwelt in Hebron: (now the name of Hebron before
was Kirjatharba:) and they slew Sheshai, and Ahiman, and Talmai.

Judah, under the banner of the LorD, goeth on victoriously.
Reader! how profitable is it ever to keep in view His arm, in
whom alone we are victorious? If Gob be for us, who shall be
against us? That is a sweet Scripture, and a sweet promise,
Isaiah 54:15-17.

JUDGES 1:11-15

(11) And from thence he went against the inhabitants of Debir:
and the name of Debir before was Kirjathsepher: (12) And Caleb
said, He that smiteth Kirjathsepher, and taketh it, to him will |
give Achsah my daughter to wife. (13) And Othniel the son of
Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother, took it: and he gave him Achsah
his daughter to wife. (14) And it came to pass, when she came fo
him, that she moved him to ask of her father a field: and she
lighted from off Aer ass; and Caleb said unto her, What wilt thou?
(15) And she said unto him, Give me a blessing: for thou hast
given me a south land; give me also springs of water. And Caleb
gave her the upper springs and the nether springs.

We had this interesting account before, in the preceding book
of Joshua, to which | therefore refer the Reader. See Joshua
15:15-19.

JUDGES 1:16

(16) And the children of the Kenite, Moses’ father in law, went up
out of the city of palm trees with the children of Judah into the
wilderness of Judah, which /eth in the south of Arad; and they
went and dwelt among the people.

Doth not this account of the Kerites being with Judah throw
some light upon that part of Israels history, which we read
respecting them in a period distant from this more than thirty
years? See Numbers 10:29, &c. The Kerites were of this
man’s family.
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JUDGES 1:17-19

(17) And Judah went with Simeon his brother, and they slew the
Canaanites that inhabited Zephath, and utterly destroyed it. And
the name of the city was called Hormah. (18) Also Judah took
Gaza with the coast thereof, and Askelon with the coast thereof,
and Ekron with the coast thereof. (19) And the LORD was with
Judah; and he drave out the inhabitants of the mountain; but
could not drive out the inhabitants of the valley, because they had
chariots of iron.

Here we trace the want of faith, and consequently the want of
courage, in Israel. What were the chariots of iron, when Gob
fought the battles of Israel? But is not this, in a spiritual
sense, the very case of Israel now? The faith of Peter could
prompt him to attempt walking on the water, to come to
JEsus, at his command. But we are told that when he saw the
waves boisterous, his faith forsook him. Oh! for a portion of
that faith which can quench the violence of fire, and out of
weakness can make strong. Hebrews 11:34.

JUDGES 1:20
(20) And they gave Hebron unto Caleb, as Moses said: and he
expelled thence the three sons of Anak.

Though Joshua, we are told, had given this place to Caleb
before, yet the possession of it was probably only now. See
Joshua 14:13, 14. And were not the victories of JEsus the
same? Though JEHovAH had given him the heathen for his
inheritance, as well as to raise up the tribes of Jacob; yet
JEsus had to conquer both before that he took possession of
either. But under the sure prospect CHRIST considers them as
already obtained. Gilead is mine, and Manasseh is mine. All
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mine, (CHRIST said to the FATHER) are thine, and thine are
mine, and | am glorified in them. Psalm 60: 7. John 17:10.

JUDGES 1:21

(21) 1 And the children of Benjamin did not drive out the
Jebusites that inhabited Jerusalem; but the Jebusites dwell with
the children of Benjamin in Jerusalem unto this day.

Here we have another example of unbelief, and consequently
of culpable timidity. The LorD had expressly commanded that
there should be no affinity, nor treaty, with the Canaanites.
But alas! Israel forgets the LORD’s precept, and the Canaanites
dwell in the land. Reader! Is it not too often so, with spiritual
Israel? Oh! for that glorious period, when the Canaanite shall
be no longer in the land, Zechariah 14:21, compared with
Deuteronomy 7:17, 18, 23, 24.

JUDGES 1:22
(22) And the house of Joseph, they also went up against Bethel:
and the LORD was with them.

The success of the house of Joseph is particularly marked in
the cause of it. The Lord was with them. In the Chaldee
paraphrase of this passage it is said, the word of JEHOVAH was
with them, a well known title of JEsus. And in this sense how
very precious it is to see the LorD Jesus with his people,
leading them on to sure conquest and victory! We have
abundant reason to bless the HoLy GHosT for the clear
explanation of those passages which speak of the uncreated
Word, in his decidedly referring to the person of JEsus, as that
beautiful passage in the revelation shows, chap. 19:11-13.
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JUDGES 1:23
(23) And the house of Joseph sent to descry Bethel. (Now the
name of the city before was Luz.)

Bethel is a memorable name in scripture, ever since the
Patriarch Jacob made it so. All true believers in Jesus know
this name, and can tell, as Jacob did, what Bethel visits
mean. Reader! was not that spot, that place, a true Bethel,
or house of Gop to your soul, when the visions of Gob first
began) See Genesis 28:19. Exodus 3:2-6.

JUDGES 1:24-26

(24) And the spies saw a man come forth out of the city, and
they said unto him, Show us, we pray thee, the entrance into the
city, and we will show thee mercy. (25) And when he showed
them the entrance into the city, they smote the city with the edge
of the sword; but they let go the man and all his family. (26) And
the man went into the land of the Hittites, and built a city, and
called the name thereof Luz: which /s the name thereof unto this
day.

Is there not a spiritual illustration of this scripture? May we
not, without overstraining the passage, observe that the man,
showing the house of Joseph the way into the city, but
afterwards departing to the Hittites, and still preserving the
original name of Luz, is a representation of those who act as
ministers in the LorD’s hand, to show the spiritual house of
Joseph the way to the city which hath foundations, whose
builder and maker is Gob, but not settling in it themselves?
Like direction posts on the road, which point the traveler on
his journey, but move not a step towards it. Very different are
those guides spoken of in scripture, who not only direct to the
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way of salvation, but say, Come, and let us go up to the
house of the LorD. Micah 4:2.

JUDGES 1:27-36

(27) Neither did Manasseh drive out the inhabitants of Bethshean
and her towns, nor Taanach and her towns, nor the inhabitants of
Dor and her towns, nor the inhabitants of Ibleam and her towns,
nor the inhabitants of Megiddo and her towns: but the Canaanites
would dwell in that land. (28) And it came to pass, when Israel
was strong, that they put the Canaanites to tribute, and did not
utterly drive them out. (29) Neither did Ephraim drive out the
Canaanites that dwelt in Gezer; but the Canaanites dwelt in Gezer
among them. (30) Neither did Zebulun drive out the inhabitants
of Kitron, nor the inhabitants of Nahalol; but the Canaanites dwelt
among them, and became tributaries. (31) Neither did Asher
drive out the inhabitants of Accho, nor the inhabitants of Zidon,
nor of Ahlab, nor of Achzib, nor of Helbah, nor of Aphik, nor of
Rehob: (32) But the Asherites dwelt among the Canaanites, the
inhabitants of the land: for they did not drive them out. (33)
Neither did Naphtali drive out the inhabitants of Bethshemesh, nor
the inhabitants of Bethanath; but he dwelt among the Canaanites,
the inhabitants of the land: nevertheless the inhabitants of
Bethshemesh and of Bethanath became tributaries unto them.
(34) And the Amorites forced the children of Dan into the
mountain: for they would not suffer them to come down to the
valley: (35) But the Amorites would dwell in mount Heres in
Aijalon, and in Shaalbim: yet the hand of the house of Joseph
prevailed, so that they became tributaries. (36) And the coast of
the Amorites was from the going up to Akrabbim, from the rock,
and upward.

I include all these verses within one view, because one
general observation suits the whole. We see in them the sad
picture of Israel's want of faith, and consequently want of
courage. Had those tribes trusted to the arm of Gob, they
would not have feared the power of man. Had they called to
mind that it was their rock which had sold them, and that
their LORD had shut them up, their chariots of iron would
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have been considered by them but as the reeds of Egypt;
but one of them would have chased a thousand, and two of
them have put ten thousand to flight. Deuteronomy 32:30.
But Reader! while we behold the sad defect of Israel, let us
look nearer home. How often doth that guilt breed fear,
which like the Canaanite, dwells in our hearts, in our
affections and lusts; and hence we forget our strength in the
LorD, and in the power of his might. Oh! for more of that
faith in lively exercise, which overcometh the world. 1 John
5:4.

REFLECTIONS

SEE, my soul, in the history of Israel, what conflicts await the
believer after a work of grace is begun in the heart. Let not
him that putteth on the harness boast like him that putteth it
off. Never, until that we undress for the grave, can the
soldiers in the holy army of JEsus be said to have done with
battle. 7he /last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. But
oh! what a sweet relief to the mind is it, in the consciousness
that the issue is not doubtful. Though the Canaanite be still in
the land, the promise is, that he shall not always be. 7here is
a rest which remaineth for the people of Gop. Blessed Gob!
comfort the souls of thy people with this assurance. And, until
the day of deliverance comes, may we fight under his banner,
and in his strength, who is /e LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.

Dearest Jesus! at the very mention of thy name, methinks,
new strength is imparted to my soul. How infinitely dost thou
transcend thy type of Israel's Joshua, in all that is precious
and endearing! He was not able to continue, by reason of
death. But thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail. Oh!

10
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how sweet, how very sweet is that assurance! Lo, / am with
you always, even to the end of the world. Be thou ever with
me in all my trials, difficulties, and temptations. Be thou with
me in all my happier hours of seeming prosperity and quiet.
Be thou ever with me, to soften every evil, and to heighten
every joy. Upheld by thine arm, which bringeth salvation, |
shall be more than conqueror. And surrounded with thy love,
my cup will run over. Oh! for the lively actings of faith thus to
be always in the spiritual company of Jesus, and to live fo him
and with him, to the FATHER'S praise, and the SPIRITS grace,
which maketh his people accepted in the beloved.

CHAPTER 2

CONTENTS

This Chapter contains an interesting account of the
appearance of an angel, with a message from Gob to Israel.
The sacred historian also takes a retrospective view of
Israel’s conduct under Joshua, by way of pointing out their
sad departure after his death. The peoples behavior on the
subject of Gob’s message.

JUDGES 2:1-3

(1) 1 And an angel of the LORD came up from Gilgal to Bochim,
and said, | made you to go up out of Egypt, and have brought you
unto the land which | sware unto your fathers; and | said, | will
never break my covenant with you. (2) And ye shall make no
league with the inhabitants of this land; ye shall throw down their
altars: but ye have not obeyed my voice: why have ye done this?
(3) Wherefore | also said, | will not drive them out from before
you; but they shall be as thorns in your sides, and their gods shall
be a snare unto you.

11
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I beg the Reader to remark with me the leading feature in
the character of this angel, and then let him determine for
himself whether it was not the Angel of the Covenant, even
the LORD JEsus CHRIST. Who but Gob could make use of this
language, / made you to go up out of Egypt? And who was it
that sware unto their fathers, but JEHovAH? Oh! how very
precious is it to trace the footsteps of him whose goings
forth have been of old, from everlasting? Didst thou, dearest
Jesus, long for the season of thine incarnation? And didst
thou adopt this method of showing thy love to our nature,
by such tokens? See Exodus 33:1. Micah 5:2. Gilgal, from
whence the angel is said to have come, could not but remind
the people of the renewal of the covenant by circumcision,
and which, as it was taking away their reproach, was called
Gilgal See Joshua 5:2 and 9. The purport of the angel's
message was reproof, in which the LorD explains wherefore
their enemies were not wholly subdued. In their continuance
as thorns in their sides, the word of Gob was fulfilled. See
Exodus 23:33. Numbers 33:35. Deuteronomy 7:16.

JUDGES 2:4-5

(4) And it came to pass, when the angel of the LORD spake these
words unto all the children of Israel, that the people lifted up their
voice, and wept. (5) And they called the name of that place
Bochim: and they sacrificed there unto the LORD.

The effect of the Sermon of the angel was as might be
supposed. They were stung to the heart in the recollection of
Gop’s mercy, and their unworthiness; and they wept. Bochim
means weepers. Was not this sacrifice offered with an eye to
the one great sacrifice? Let the Reader compare this passage
with a similar one in the same book, and see whether there

12
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be not a correspondence? Surely there is much of JEsus here.
See Judges 13:3. 19, 20.

JUDGES 2:6-10

(6) T And when Joshua had let the people go, the children of
Israel went every man unto his inheritance to possess the land.
(7) And the people served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and
all the days of the elders that outlived Joshua, who had seen all
the great works of the LORD, that he did for Israel. (8) And
Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died, being an
hundred and ten years old. (9) And they buried him in the border
of his inheritance in Timnathheres, in the mount of Ephraim, on
the north side of the hill Gaash. (10) And also all that generation
were gathered unto their fathers: and there arose another
generation after them, which knew not the LORD, nor yet the
works which he had done for Israel.

These verses have a retrospective view to the history of
Joshua, as before related. And perhaps the subject is here
again introduced, by way of contrasting the sad apostasy of
Israel, to what their conduct had been during the life of
Joshua, and that generation. Alas! when good men perish
from the earth, what a melancholy thought is it, if an evil
generation succeed them. The prophet makes a woeful
lamentation of this, but forms a sweet resolution therefrom,
that he will cease from man, and look unto the LorD. Micah
7:2-7.

JUDGES 2:11-13

(11) And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD,
and served Baalim: (12) And they forsook the LORD God of their
fathers, which brought them out of the land of Egypt, and
followed other gods, of the gods of the people that were round
about them, and bowed themselves unto them, and provoked the
LORD to anger. (13) And they forsook the LORD, and served Baal
and Ashtaroth.
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Here begins the sad account which the HoLy GHosT hath
caused to be recorded, of Israel's whoredom and idolatry, and
which runs through all the future periods of their history, until
they were unchurched. Sad, sad relation of poor human
nature! And the more so, when we consider the resemblance
it bears to Gop’s church in all ages. They served Baal, and
Baalam, and Ashtaroth,; single gods, and double gods: for
Baal is singular, meaning one particular heathen god; and
Balaam /s plural, signifying many. And Ashtaroth was a
goddess. See Kings 11:5. Oh! lIsrael, Israel! how art thou
fallen! How sweet and expressive, but yet painfully feeling, is
that expostulation of the LorD by the prophet. Micah 6:1, 2,
&c.

JUDGES 2:14-15

(14) And the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel, and he
delivered them into the hands of spoilers that spoiled them, and
he sold them into the hands of their enemies round about, so that
they could not any longer stand before their enemies. (15)
Whithersoever they went out, the hand of the LORD was against
them for evil, as the LORD had said, and as the LORD had sworn
unto them: and they were greatly distressed.

Observe in the LorD’S punishment, what a correspondence
between their sin and suffering. T7hy backslidings shall
reprove thee. Jeremiah 2:19. Reader! do not overlook the
interest all Gob’s people bear in this. Trace divine
chastisements in your own experience, and you will not be
far to learn, if so be the HoLy GHOST is your Teacher, that
the LorD’s corrections follow close upon his people’s
transgressions.

JUDGES 2:16

14
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(16) Nevertheless the LORD raised up judges, which delivered
them out of the hand of those that spoiled them.

What a beautiful illustration is this of divine mercy? How
sweetly doth it come in here, in proof of Gop’s covenant love?
Let the Reader never lose sight of it. And, if he wishes to
bring into one and the same point of view, another precious
example, let him read that most interesting representation the
prophet makes of abounding grace, lIsaiah 43:22-25. But
Reader! when you have seen this, and compared the whole, is
there no other even yet more affecting? What think you of
your own history? Cannot you find enough there to lay low in
the dust, in the contemplation, that where sin hath abounded,
grace doth much more abound. Romans 5:20, 21.

JUDGES 2:17-23

(17) And yet they would not hearken unto their judges, but they
went a whoring after other gods, and bowed themselves unto
them: they turned quickly out of the way which their fathers
walked in, obeying the commandments of the LORD; but they did
not so. (18) And when the LORD raised them up judges, then the
LORD was with the judge, and delivered them out of the hand of
their enemies all the days of the judge: for it repented the LORD
because of their groanings by reason of them that oppressed
them and vexed them. (19) And it came to pass, when the judge
was dead, that they returned, and corrupted themselves more
than their fathers, in following other gods to serve them, and to
bow down unto them; they ceased not from their own doings, nor
from their stubborn way. (20) And the anger of the LORD was
hot against Israel; and he said, Because that this people hath
transgressed my covenant which | commanded their fathers, and
have not hearkened unto my voice; (21) | also will not henceforth
drive out any from before them of the nations which Joshua left
when he died: (22) That through them | may prove Israel,
whether they will keep the way of the LORD to walk therein, as
their fathers did keep 7, or not. (23) Therefore the LORD left
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those nations, without driving them out hastily; neither delivered
he them into the hand of Joshua.

All these verses fold up in their contents the two great leading
points of the gospel doctrine, namely, human depravity, and
divine benignity. In the forbearance of Gobp, and the
continued provocations of man, the language of the prophet
meets us in all directions, and cries aloud, in all that is going
on in life, Who is a Gop like unto thee, that pardoneth
iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of
his heritage? But Reader! do not overlook the cause. The
Prophet that thus speaks had it in commission from the HoLy
GHoST to assign the reason; for he adds, that it was fo
perform the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham. Yes,
blessed Jesus! thou art the mercy promised. And it was in
thee, and thy promised salvation, JEHOVAH manifested his
pardoning love and mercy to Israel. Reader! | charge it upon
you to read that most precious and interesting account of this
love, which the Prophet gives. Isaiah 63:7, to the end.

REFLECTIONS

MYsoul! read again, and again, thine own history in this
account of Israel’'s departure and backsliding. Can any portrait
be more strikingly drawn! How hath the LorD overlooked and
passed by thy disobedience! By how many messages of grace,
like the angel from Gilgal, hath the LorD sent to call thy ways
to remembrance? Oh! for the gracious office of Gob the HoLy
GHosT, to act as the Remembrancer in my forgetful heart, to
make my soul like Bochim before Gob.
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Dearest Jesus! how increasingly interesting, in every renewed
view of my unworthiness, is thy lovely person, and thy
complete righteousness. Oh! mayest thou be made to me
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and
redemption. | see, | feel, and groan under the recollection, in
how many things | offend and come short of thy glory.
Though like Joshua to Israel, I hope and trust thou hast
begun to magnify thy great name in bringing me into the
privilege of thy people, yet too many of the Canaanites are in
the land. |1 do not see all things put under thy feet: But | look
forward with the hope, that in thy strength and power, 1 shall
by and by, be enabled to put my feet upon the neck of these
foes. LorD! in thy name let me rejoice all the day, and in thy
righteousness be exalted.

CHAPTER 3

CONTENTS

The subject which opened in the preceding Chapter, of the
backsliding of Israel; from the LORD, is prosecuted in this.
Here are inserted the names of Israels enemies, which acted
as Instruments in the divine hand, for Israel’s correction.
Some account of their punishment, and of their humiliation in
consequence thereof, is also given in this Chapter. GoD’s
gracious interposition in the deliverance of Israel, by Othniel,
from the oppression of their foes, and by Ehud, and Shamgar,
three of the first judges, is also related.

JUDGES 3:1-4
(1) 9 Now these are the nations which the LORD left, to prove
Israel by them, even as many of /srael/ as had not known all the
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wars of Canaan; (2) Only that the generations of the children of
Israel might know, to teach them war, at the least such as before
knew nothing thereof; (3) WNamely, five lords of the Philistines,
and all the Canaanites, and the Sidonians, and the Hivites that
dwelt in mount Lebanon, from mount Baalhermon unto the
entering in of Hamath. (4) And they were to prove Israel by
them, to know whether they would hearken unto the
commandments of the LORD, which he commanded their fathers
by the hand of Moses.

This is an interesting chapter, and the first verse acts as a key
to let us into the meaning of it. The LorD, we are told, /eft
those nations to prove Israel. Hence we learn, that the trials
of GobD’s people are of Gob’s appointment. | stay not to dwell
much upon the historical part of it, for I think it quite enough
to observe, that the five lords of the Philistines, which, in after
ages of the days of the kings of Israel, made such a figure in
history, were the lords of Ashdod, and Gaza, and Askelon, and
Gath, and Ekron. 1 Samuel 6:17. And a// the Canaanites,
included the idolatrous inhabitants from the extreme point of
Israel’'s territories. But | rather would call the Reader’s
attention to the spiritual sense of the history. There is a
passage in the Psalms that serves to show how the LORD
raiseth up scourges for his people in their enemies, where it is
said, that the LORD turned the hearts of the Egyptians fo hate
his people. Psalm 105:25. Hence in all the afflictions for sin,
the LorD’s hand is in every appointment. And this, Reader,
may serve to illustrate the whole of our eventful life. Love is
at the bottom of all the LorD's dispensations. He is ever
pursuing one invariable plan of mercy. But if the followers of
JEsus transgress, and are led away by their idolatrous
neighbors, Gob will visit their offences with the rod, and their
sins with the scourge. So the promise runs. Psalm 89:30-32.
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JUDGES 3:5-7

(5) And the children of Israel dwelt among the Canaanites,
Hittites, and Amorites, and Perizzites, and Hivites, and Jebusites:
(6) And they took their daughters to be their wives, and gave
their daughters to their sons, and served their gods. (7) And the
children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD, and forgat the
LORD their God, and served Baalim and the groves.

Those who have no knowledge of the corruption of the
human heart, would be at a loss to conceive the possibility of
such abominable conduct in Israel. But alas! what is not the
human heart capable of doing, if left for one moment to itself!
Read that solemn scripture, and pause over it, with an eye to
self. Jeremiah 17:9.

JUDGES 3:8

(8) 1 Therefore the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel, and
he sold them into the hand of Chushanrishathaim king of
Mesopotamia: and the children of Israel served
Chushanrishathaim eight years.

Here we have the relation of the first conqueror of Israel.
King of Mesopotamia means, in the midst of rivers; probably
so called from being situated between the two great rivers,
the Euphrates and the Tigris. Eight years subjugation, no
doubt, was long and grievous. Alas! how many years do Gobp’s
people groan under the powerful enemies both within and
without, which rise against them by reason of their rebellion.

JUDGES 3:9

(9) And when the children of Israel cried unto the LORD, the
LORD raised up a deliverer to the children of Israel, who delivered
them, even Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother.
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Observe; before Israel's deliverance there was a cry to Gob
for relief. How sweet is it to see when from the first descent
of grace in the heart, the soul goes forth in the ascending
prayer for mercy. Dearest JEsus! let thy prevenient grace be
shed abroad in my heart; and then, the earnest supplication
for mercy in thy all prevailing blood and righteousness, will be
sure to bring relief down.

JUDGES 3:10

(10) And the Spirit of the LORD came upon him, and he judged
Israel, and went out to war: and the LORD delivered
Chushanrishathaim king of Mesopotamia into his hand; and his
hand prevailed against Chushanrishathaim.

Othniel /s the first judge of Israel after Joshuas death. But
Reader! do not fail to observe, how he became the deliverer
of Israel. It was because the SpIrRIT of the LORD came upon
him. Oh! how precious is it to see that uniformity in every
instance: that it is, not by might, nor by power, but by the
SPIRIT of the LorD. And was it not so with the LorD JeEsus? And
must not the same blessed SpIRIT which anointed JEsus to his
office, anoint also his church and people? Isaiah 61:1.

JUDGES 3:11
(11) And the land had rest forty years. And Othniel the son of
Kenaz died.
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Observe how many years the land had rest after GobD’s
deliverance. But oh! what an everlasting rest remaineth for
the people of Gobp, when Jesus hath given them rest, who is
indeed himself the rest of his weary and afflicted ones.
Hebrews 4:9. Matthew 11:28.

JUDGES 3:12

(12) 1 And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the
LORD: and the LORD strengthened Eglon the king of Moab against
Israel, because they had done evil in the sight of the LORD.

There is a great degree of meaning in that little word agarin.
Israel did evil again. Even /srael/, Gob’s people, and who had
received from the LORD such a series of mercies. And what
made their iniquity the more odious was, that it was again,
after that they had smarted for it, and after so much mercy.
But Reader! in Israel behold the church of Gob in all ages. Oh!
what departures, again and again, in the LORD’S people! This
was the aggravated sin of Solomon. 1 Kings 2:9.

JUDGES 3:13-14
(13) And he gathered unto him the children of Ammon and
Amalek, and went and smote Israel, and possessed the city of
palm trees. (14) So the children of Israel served Eglon the king of
Moab eighteen years.

The last servitude was eight years, and this eighteen.
Observe, how the LoRrD, according to his promise, increaseth
the stripes upon increased rebellion. See Leviticus 26:27, 28.

JUDGES 3:15
(15) But when the children of Israel cried unto the LORD, the
LORD raised them up a deliverer, Ehud the son of Gera, a
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Benjamite, a man lefthanded: and by him the children of Israel
sent a present unto Eglon the king of Moab.

Reader! do not fail to remark, how grace manifests itself in
the heart. When the LorD is about to appear in any
remarkable manner, very frequently he sets his people to
prayer. And then that promise is fulfilled, Isaiah 65:24. Read
another, to the same effect, Isaiah 30:18. This £Aud was the
second judge of Israel, after the death of Joshua. It is
particularly recorded of him that he was left handed, and a
Benjamite. The name Benjamin, signifies the son of the right
hand. And therefore it is perhaps mentioned, as being the
more remarkable. Jesus, as the deliverer of his people, is
emphatically called, the Man of JEHOVAH'S right hand. Psalm
80:17.

JUDGES 3:16-29

(16) But Ehud made him a dagger which had two edges, of a
cubit length; and he did gird it under his raiment upon his right
thigh. (17) And he brought the present unto Eglon king of Moab:
and Eglon was a very fat man. (18) And when he had made an
end to offer the present, he sent away the people that bare the
present. (19) But he himself turned again from the quarries that
were by Gilgal, and said, | have a secret errand unto thee, O king:
who said, Keep silence. And all that stood by him went out from
him. (20) And Ehud came unto him; and he was sitting in a
summer parlour, which he had for himself alone. And Ehud said, |
have a message from God unto thee. And he arose out of /s seat.
(21) And Ehud put forth his left hand, and took the dagger from
his right thigh, and thrust it into his belly: (22) And the haft also
went in after the blade; and the fat closed upon the blade, so that
he could not draw the dagger out of his belly; and the dirt came
out. (23) Then Ehud went forth through the porch, and shut the
doors of the parlour upon him, and locked them. (24) When he
was gone out, his servants came; and when they saw that,
behold, the doors of the parlour were locked, they said, Surely he
covereth his feet in his summer chamber. (25) And they tarried
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till they were ashamed: and, behold, he opened not the doors of
the parlour; therefore they took a key, and opened them: and,
behold, their lord was fallen down dead on the earth. (26) And
Ehud escaped while they tarried, and passed beyond the quarries,
and escaped unto Seirath. (27) And it came to pass, when he was
come, that he blew a trumpet in the mountain of Ephraim, and
the children of Israel went down with him from the mount, and he
before them. (28) And he said unto them, Follow after me: for
the LORD hath delivered your enemies the Moabites into your
hand. And they went down after him, and took the fords of Jordan
toward Moab, and suffered not a man to pass over. (29) And they
slew of Moab at that time about ten thousand men, all lusty, and
all men of valor; and there escaped not a man.

Every circumstance related in this transaction, manifests that
it was of Gop. Eglon was overawed at the supposed message
from Gob, so as to arise. His servants were blinded to any
thoughts of suspicion, from this visit of an enemy. And the
event, in Ehud’s safety, until he had escaped beyond the
power of seizing him, carries evidence to the same purpose.
And lastly, added to all, the destruction of Moab after Eglon's
death, plainly testified that the thing was of the LorD. But oh!
what a sweet thought is it to the oppressed of the true
Israelites, that when the HoLy GHosT awakens the cry for
mercy, and deliverance, in the hearts of his people, how all
things conspire to give sure conquest, in the name and
strength of JEsus. That is a sweet scripture to this effect, in
which the promise runs, For the oppression of the poor, and
the sighing of the needy, now will | arise saith the LORD.
Psalm 12:5.

JUDGES 3:30-31

(30) So Moab was subdued that day under the hand of lIsrael.
And the land had rest fourscore years. (31) § And after him was
Shamgar the son of Anath, which slew of the Philistines six
hundred men with an ox goad: and he also delivered Israel.
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This Shamgar was the third of the Judges which judged
Israel. We have but a short account of him. But even this is
as a Deliverer. As he rescued Israel from the Philistines, I am
inclined to think the seat of his government lay south, and not
to the east, on the banks of Jordan, as the situation of
Ehud s must have been. It is probable that Shamgar’s
deliverance of Israel was suddenly effected, as the weapon by
which he wrought it should seem to intimate. What
instruments are too weak when the LORD commissions them!
Rams horns can blow down the walls of Jericho, and the
foolishness of preaching turn men from darkness to light,
when the LorD gives the word. Joshua 6:20. 1 Corinthians
1:21.

REFLECTIONS

MY soul! learn here again, in the history of Israel, how much
in all ages the church of Gob is the same, and how uniformly
the LorD is training his people for himself. Gop leaves his
people in the midst of their enemies, to try them, and to
prove them. As polished stones, for his temple, they are long
preparing, and all the plan of his proceedings towards them,
is mercy and goodness. But oh! how very precious is it to see,
in Israel’s history, how everything pointed to the LORD JESUS.
Brought, as the people were, by sin and rebellion, into a state
of repeated slavery, Gob raised up the several judges as their
deliverers. But what are Othniel, Ehud, and Shamagar,
compared to him who delivereth his people from the wrath to
come, and whose deliverance is everlasting! Look up, my
soul, to Jesus, when the corruptions from within, or foes from
without, would bring thee again into bondage; and in the cry
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of distress and sorrow to the LorD, oh for faith to behold
JEsus the sent and sealed of the FATHER, to drive out thine
enemies from before thee, and to make thee more than
conqueror through him that loveth thee.

CHAPTER 4
CONTENTS

Few events in the history of Israel, are more interesting than
what this Chapter contains, of the defeat of Siseras army by
Barak, wnder the animated zeal of Deborah. Here are the
several particulars related which gave birth to that war; with
the event of it, in the conquest over the enemies of Israel, by
a wonderftul interposition of the LoORD for his people.

JUDGES 4:1
(1) T And the children of Israel again did evil in the sight of the
LORD, when Ehud was dead.

The chapter begins with a melancholy account of GoD’s
people. They did again evil. Alas! Gob’s people are by nature
children of wrath, even as others. My people, saith Gob, are
bent to backsliding. Hosea 11:7. Is it so, my soul, that there is
in thy very nature a tendency to evil? Oh! precious, precious
Jesus, what but for thee and thy perfect, all-satisfying, soul
justifying righteousness, would be the hope of all thy people?

JUDGES 4:2
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(2) And the LORD sold them into the hand of Jabin king of
Canaan, that reigned in Hazor; the captain of whose host was
Sisera, which dwelt in Harosheth of the Gentiles.

| beg the Reader not to overlook the expression, “the LORD
sold them.” Yes! every event, as well afflictive as prosperous,
is of the LoORD’S appointment. Painful as the LORD’S corrections
sometimes are, yet, when his hand is traced in them, and the
heart is enabled to say, / know, LORD, that thy judgments are
right, this brings the soul up to its proper frame. Psalm
119:75.

JUDGES 4:3

(3) And the children of Israel cried unto the LORD: for he had
nine hundred chariots of iron; and twenty years he mightily
oppressed the children of Israel.

Observe how grace works. The cry of the soul, and that cry,
directed unto the LoRrD; these are sure marks of grace. If the
Reader would see the contrast of this, it will not be far to find.
Carnal men will cry out, in their affliction, and by reason of
the multitude of oppressions, complain. But their cry is not to
Gop for deliverance; none of them saith, where is Gob my
Maker? Job 35:9, 10.

JUDGES 4:4-5

(4) 1 And Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, she judged
Israel at that time. (5) And she dwelt under the palm tree of
Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in mount Ephraim: and the
children of Israel came up to her for judgment.
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The HoLy GHosT hath thought proper to render this woman’s
name illustrious in the Church. Some have thought that, as
Lapidoth