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Hebrews

Hebrews 1:1-4
The Unrivaled Excellence of Christ

If you are ever tempted to imagine that there might be some
similarity between the weak, frustrated, helpless Jesus of this
idolatrous generation and the exalted Lord of glory, just re-
read the opening verses of the Book of Hebrews. Here we
have the Christ of God revealed to us, the real Christ, our all-
glorious Savior. If the Christ you worship is not this Christ, the
Christ you worship is antichrist, a false Christ. In the first two
verses, the Holy Spirit shows us the unrivalled excellence of
our Lord Jesus Christ in three glorious facts.

The Word of God

The Lord Jesus Christ is unrivalled in his excellence as the
Word of God, the revelation of the invisible God. — “God, who
at sundry times and in divers manners spake in times past
unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days
spoken unto us by his Son” (vv. 1-2).

Though God spoke to men in the Old Testament in the
types, shadows, ceremonies and pictures of the law, and by
the visions of faithful prophets, all the law and the prophets
spoke of and pointed to Christ. And, now, in these last days,
God has spoken to us one more time, this time with finality
and in one way — “by his Son”.

The Lord Jesus Christ is not one of many revelations. He
is the revelation of the invisible God. Christ is not one of many
words. He is the Word of God (John 1:1-3; 18). You and |
cannot see God, know God, speak to God, be spoken to by
God, or come to God except by Christ (John 14:6: Matt.
11:25-27). Christ is the Way. — Without him, there is no going
to God. Christ is the Truth. — Without him, there is no knowing
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God. Christ is the Life. — Without him, there is no living before
God. There is no prophet like Christ our Prophet. He is
unrivalled in his excellence as the Revelation of the invisible
God.

The Heir of God

The Lord Jesus Christ is unrivalled in his excellence as the
Heir of God, the appointed heir of all things. — “Whom he hath
appointed heir of all things” (v. 2; John 3:35). All things belong
to Christ, our great Mediator and Substitute. He who is our
Savior holds all things in his hands by rightful and lawful
possession. Being heir of all things, he has the absolute right
to do exactly what he will with all things. “None can stay his
hand, or say unto him, What doest thou?” No one is about to
slap him on the wrist and say, “Oh, no, don’t do that.” No one
in heaven, earth, or hell, is going to call him into account!

Jesus Christ our Lord is the unrivalled Sovereign of the
universe (Matt. 28:18; John 17:2). He who is God our Savior
does as he will in the army of heaven and among the
inhabitants of the earth. He makes one a vessel of honor and
another a vessel of dishonor, one a vessel of mercy and
another a vessel of wrath, one to show forth the riches of his
grace and another to show forth the severity of his justice,
exactly as it pleased him from all eternity. Christ is the
appointed heir of all things personally (Ps. 2:8). He is the
appointed heir of all things representatively (Heb. 6:20). And
he who is the heir of all things is the dispenser of all things.
“Behold your God!” — Jesus Christ is unrivalled in his
excellence as the appointed heir of all things.

Creator of All Things

The Lord Jesus Christ is unrivalled in his excellence as the
Creator of the Worlds. — “By whom also he made the worlds”
(v. 2). There is an obvious reference here to the distinct
divinity and personality of our Lord Jesus Christ as God the
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Son. John tells us that “All things were made by him; and
without him was not anything made that was made” (John 1:3;
Col. 1:14-17).

Everything the triune God does he does through the
mediation of Christ. The measurements of the universe were
laid down by Christ. The power of the sun and the brilliance of
every star is energized by his sovereign, almighty, irresistible
willl It was Christ, our Savior, the great Mediator and Surety of
his people, who laid the foundations of the earth! Christ is the
Creator of all things! He is not the great Spectator of all things,
or great Evolver of all things, but the great Creator of all
things!

When the Holy Spirit tells us that the Lord Jesus Christ is
the Creator of the worlds, he is not suggesting that there
might be more than one inhabited planet. Rather, he is telling
us that every realm of existence in the universe was created
by Christ and is ruled by Christ: The Heavenly World, The
Habitation of God and the Holy Angels, -- The Upper World,
The Vast Expanse of Space, -- The Lower World, The
Habitation of Man, -- The World Beneath, The Prison of the
Damned.

Christ is Lord of all! Behold God’s vast creation, in all its
orderly splendor, beauty, and majesty, and know that Christ is
unrivalled in his excellence as our great Creator. Perhaps you
think, “Why is this so important? Why are you so vehemently
insistent upon declaring that Christ made all things and rules
all things in absolute sovereignty?” Let me show you.

To deny that Christ created all things and rules all things is
to deny that he is God. To deny that he is God is to mock him,
blaspheme him, and attempt to deny him his glory. To deny
that Christ is God, sovereign upon his throne is to deny hope
to needy sinners who look to him alone for grace, salvation,
and eternal life (John 17:2; Rom. 14:9). None but an absolute,
sovereign Lord can save. None but an absolute sovereign can
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be trusted implicitly. None but an absolute, sovereign Lord
can save. None but an absolute sovereign will be worshipped.

A long, long time ago, the prophet Isaiah wrote of the
greatness, superiority, and excellence of our Lord Jesus
Christ (Isa. 9:6-7). Then hundreds of years later, when the
angel appeared to Mary and announced that, though she was
a virgin, having never known a man, she would conceive and
bring forth a Son by the power of the Holy Ghost, and that her
child would be the Son of God, the Savior of his people, Jesus
— He said, “He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of
the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne
of his father David: and he shall reign over the house of Jacob
for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end” (Lk. 1:31-
33).

We read in Colossians 1:18-19 that it is the will and
purpose of the triune God “that in all things he (the Lord Jesus
Christ, the God-man, our Mediator) might have the
preeminence. For it pleased the Father that in him should all
fulness dwell.” Now, that which God spoke by the prophet,
announced by his angel, and proclaimed by his apostles has
come to pass.

In Hebrews 1:1-4 the Spirit of God informs us that the Lord
Jesus Christ is superior to, greater than, and exalted above all
things. In fact, this is really the message of the entire Book of
Hebrews. A key word in the book is the word “better.” The
primary purpose of this book is to show us that Christ is
“better” than all who came before him. He is better than the
prophets, better than the angels, better than Moses, better
than Joshua, and better than Aaron. He is Surety of a better
covenant, established upon better promises, giving a better
hope. Christ our Savior is better than the tabernacle, the altar,
and the mercy-seat. He is a better Sacrifice, offering better
blood, giving us a better access to and better standing before
the holy Lord God. In all things Christ is better than all others.
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He is infinitely better. He is the best! He is, to put it in a word,
unrivalled. That is clearly the message of the book.

“The Brightness of His Glory”

The Lord Jesus Christ is unrivalled in his excellence as the
brightness of the glory of God. — “Who being the brightness of
his glory” (v. 3). Christ is the glory of his glory who is Glory!
He is God, having the same glorious name, nature, attributes,
and being as the Father. Therefore, he rightfully claims
worship, homage, and glory from men and angels. He is God,
in all the fulness of Godhood; and he is the glory of God, the
brightness of the glory of God. That is a statement which
simply exceeds the limits of my puny brain!

Christ shows us the nature of God, the purity, brilliance,
and splendor of his perfections as God. Yet, there is more.
Jesus Christ, the Man who is God, is the glory of the triune
God. “In him dwelleth all the fulness of the godhead bodily”
(Col. 2:9).

“The Express Image of His Person”

The Lord Jesus Christ is unrivalled in his excellence as the
express Image of God’s person. — “The express image of his
person” (v. 3). Without question, this description of our Savior
implies the equality of the Father and the Son, the sameness
of essence within the godhead, and a distinction of persons in
the trinity (John 5:7). Certainly, that is more than we can begin
to comprehend. Yet, there is something here which is
commonly over looked. The Lord Jesus Christ, our Mediator,
is that man who is the image of God in whose image the first
man, Adam, was made (Gen. 1:26-27).

The Upholder of the Universe

Christ's unrivalled excellence is also seen in the fact that He
upholds all things by the word of his power. Again and again,
throughout the Inspired Volume, the Holy Spirit tells us, and
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emphasizes the fact, that our Lord Jesus Christ governs the
universe and all things in it absolutely. He controls what men
call “the balance of nature.” He is the Balancer! He is the One,
who as the Lawgiver of the universe, established and controls
what scientists call the “laws of nature.” It is Christ, our God
and Savior, who determines all the affairs of providence. He
preserves; and he destroys. He kills; and he makes alive. He
enables; and he disenables, not by force of arms, but by the
mere word of his power! Jesus Christ, our God and Savior,
rules all things absolutely (Ps. 76:10; 115:3; 135:6; Pro. 16:1,
33; 21:1).

No event takes God by surprise. Nothing happens without
his direction. From the election of his people, to salvation and
everlasting glory, to the election of civil magistrates, to the
consummation of the universe, everything in the universe
happens, or not, at the will, decree, and order of Christ our
God! Even the cursing of Shemei and the kiss of Judas were
as much under his rule as the worship of the holy angels
around his throne. When the Jews cried, “crucify him,” and
Pilate delivered him to their will, when the soldiers nailed him
to the tree and the mobs spit in his face, he who was crucified
was in absolute control of his crucifiers. | hear him as he
hangs upon the cursed tree, covered in his own blood and the
excrement of their vile throats, declare, “Therefore doth my
Father love me, because | lay down my life for the sheep...No
man taketh my life from me, | have power to lay it down, and
power to take it again!”

Jesus Christ is the absolute Monarch of the universe. Our
Savior is the great King! Nothing more fully shows forth the
unrivalled excellence of Christ than his total sovereignty,
“upholding all things by the word of his power.”

Our Redeemer

Our Lord Jesus Christ is unrivalled in his excellence as the
Redeemer of his people. — “He has by himself purged our
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sins.” Glorious word of grace! The Lord Jesus Christ took our
sins upon himself, bare our sins in his own body on the tree,
was made to be sin for us, suffered all the horror of the
ignominious wrath of almighty God for our sins to the full
satisfaction of his infinite justice, and bore them away forever!
It is Christ who purged our sins (Heb. 9:24-26).; and he did it
by himself (Isa. 63:1-5). All the sins of all God’s elect were
washed away at one time in the blood of the Lamb, washed
away forever! The Lord Jesus needed no help in doing the
work. He did it by himself, without our involvement, without us
putting forth our hand, or lifting up our tools. “He has purged
our sins!” This is atonement, blood atonement, a just
atonement, definite (limited - our sins”) atonement; and
effectual atonement. Here is a Priest like no other priest. “He
purged our sins!” Here is a sacrifice like no other sacrifice. All
other sacrifices were consumed by the fire of God’s altar.
Here is the Sacrifice that consumed the fire of God's wrath.
Truly, Christ is unrivalled in his excellence as our Redeemer.

Glorious Exaltation

Our Savior’s unrivalled excellence is to be seen in his glorious
exaltation. -- “When he had by himself purged our sins, sat
down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.” Behold the
Lamb upon his throne, seated yonder in glory, at the right
hand of the Majesty on High! What could be more
appropriate? Christ achieved all that he came here to do. He
has redeemed his people from their sins. He purged our sins.
Now, he sits in glory, the Object of all worship, honor, and
praise. This is our God. This is our Savior. He is seated on the
right hand of the Majesty on High. What does that imply? His
work is finished. His sacrifice is accepted. “His rest is
glorious!” His people are secure. He is preeminent!
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His Excellent Name

The Lord Jesus Christ is unrivalled in his excellence by
reason of the excellent name he has obtained. — “Being made
so much better than the angels, as he hath obtained a more
excellent name than they.” Christ is better! -- Better than all
the prophets! -- Better than all the priests! -- Better than all the
kings! -- Better than all the sacrifices! -- Better than all the
angels! -- Christ is better than all. “He hath obtained a more
excellent name than they.” His name is who he his. His name
is the name of salvation (Acts 4:12; John 1:12; 20:31). His
name prevails in heaven (John 15:16). His name is the name
that must be known and acknowledged. We preach that men
everywhere may know his name (Acts 9:15). All will one day
acknowledge and reverence his name (Phil. 2:9-11). This
great, unrivalled, gloriously excellent Christ is the Savior of all
who trust in his name!

Hebrews 1:3
“Sat Down”

There is a Man in glory! There is a Man risen, exalted, and
seated upon the throne of God. Do you realize what that
means? Does not the Word of God ask, “How can he (a man)
be clean, that is born of woman?” We read in the Book of
God, “It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the
judgment.” Yet, the Holy Spirit here declares that there is a
Man in glory, a Man who, “when he had by himself purged our
sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high!”

No Ordinary Man

This Man is no ordinary man. This Man is himself God. He is
the God-man. He became a man that he might redeem men.
He lived in this world as the Representative Man, the
Representative of God’s elect. He lived the full age of a man
in perfect obedience to the will and law of God to establish
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righteousness for men, even the righteousness of God, by
magnifying the law and making it honorable. Then, when his
hour had fully come, this Man, the God-man, our Lord Jesus
Christ, died upon the cursed tree as our Substitute, “the just
for the unjust, that he might bring us to God.” Now, this Man,
who as a man put away sin by the sacrifice of himself, is
seated upon the very throne of God in glory, accepted as a
man, with God! Hear the good news of that fact. -- Since
there is a Man in glory, accepted of God, there may be
another, and another, and another! Because this Man, the
God-man is in glory, “He is able also to save them to the
uttermost that come unto God by him!”

Who is he?

This man, the Lord Jesus Christ, is “the brightness of God’s
glory and the express image of his person.” Christ is both God
himself and the singular revelation and expression of the glory
of God. “The reference,” Henry Mahan wrote, “is to the sun
and its rays. The Father and the Son are the same as the sun
and its rays. One is not before the other, and they cannot be
divided or separated. He is the perfect revelation and the
exact image and character of the Father (Isa. 9:6; John 1:1-3;
10:30; 14:8-10; Matt. 1:21-23).”

What has he done?

Much needs to be said in answer to this question; but allow
me stick with the words of this text, and simply declare that
which is the essence of all our Savior did as the God-man, our
Mediator. The Lord Jesus Christ has “by himself purged our
sins!” The Lord Jesus, of himself, by himself alone, and by the
sacrifice of himself, made atonement for all the sins of God’s
elect. He took our sins upon himself, bore them and died
under the penalty of them, thereby abolishing them completely
and forever (2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 9:26; Col. 1:19-22; Isa. 53:4-6).

10
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Where is he now?

He is yonder in glory, where, two thousand years ago, “he sat
down on the right hand of the majesty on high.” The “Majesty
on high” is God the Father to whom majesty belongs and who
is clothed with majesty. His right hand is the place of power,
greatness, acceptance, and glory. There sits the Man, Christ
Jesus, and all his elect in him. We have been made to sit
down with him in heavenly places!

Hebrews 1:3
“Sat Down” The Meaning Of It

Our Lord Jesus Christ, when he had finished all the work
which his Father gave him to do upon the earth as our
Substitute, Surety, and Mediator, “sat down on the right hand
of the Majesty on high!” Let me show you something about
what that means. Here are seven reasons why the Lord Jesus
Christ, the God-man, our Mediator and Substitute, sat down
upon the throne of grace, on the right hand of the Majesty on
high.
e He sat down because his work was finished (John
19:30; Rom. 8:33-34; Heb. 10:10-14).
e He sat down because God the Father accepted his
sacrifice as our sin-atoning Substitute (Isa. 53:10-
11).
The Lord God sees of the travail of his soul and is satisfied.
The law and justice of God, the righteousness and truth of
God, the holiness and purity of God cannot demand more
than Christ paid for the sins of his people! Now, God can be
and is, both just and the Justifier of all who believe on his dear
Son. He is both “a just God and a Savior”.

e The Lord Jesus Christ sat down in heaven as our
great High Priest upon the throne of grace, because
he is now, as the God-man our Mediator, the

11
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sovereign Monarch of all the universe (John 17:2;
Rom. 14:9).

e The Lord Jesus took his place in glory at the right
hand of the Majesty on high, because this Man is
himself God.

e The throne of God is his throne! He was given this
place as a man; but it was always his as God; and
he took it. He “sat down” as the God-man, our
Savior!

e The Lord Jesus Christ sat down upon the right hand
of God as the Representative and Forerunner of his
people (Heb. 6:20; 1 John 2:1-3).

Yonder, in Glory Land, upon the very throne of God, is a Man,
a Man who is himself God, who incessantly pleads our cause
with the Father. Because our Forerunner is there, we soon
shall be.

e The Lord Jesus Christ sat down in heaven, because
he has now opened the way for sinners to come to
God (Heb. 10:19-22).

e The Lord Jesus sat down in heaven as a mighty
Victor, a Conqueror whose enemies shall never rise
again, whose enemies must and shall be put under
his feet (Phil. 2:8-11).

Because Christ sat down in glory, as the mighty Captain of
our salvation, our salvation is a matter of certainty. We are
now more than conquerors in him (Rom. 8:28-39).

Hebrews 1:3
“When he had by himself purged our sins”

The Lord God our Savior promised that he would remove the
iniquity of his people in one day, by one tremendous act of
grace (Zech. 3:9); and he has done it. The Lord Jesus Christ
has, by himself, completely purged away and removed forever

12



Discovering Christ In Hebrews Don Fortner

all the sins of all his people. His blood has not merely covered
our sins, but purged them. His blood has not only remitted the
iniquities, transgressions, and sins of his people, but removed
them. This is forgiveness, pardon, absolution. Sometimes God
promises to “cover” our sins - “Blessed is the man whose
transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.” Truly, that
man is blessed whose sin has been covered by God.
Sometimes the Lord speaks of “blotting out,” or “erasing” our
sins. “I am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own
sake, and will not remember thy sins.” The Lord God has
blotted out our sins from the ledgers of justice.

Here, and in Zechariah’s prophecy, the Lord describes this
great work of redemption and grace as the purging and
removal of our sins. How | delight in this! The Lord Jesus
Christ has, by his precious blood, purged and graciously
removed our sins. Our sins, like a great, high mountain, stood
between us and God. We could not climb over it; and God
could not cross it. So he said, “I will remove it!” Sin laid upon
us like a heavy, heavy burden on a man’s shoulders; and God
said, “lI will remove the burden.” He took the burden off our
shoulders, put it upon himself, carried it up to Calvary’s hill
and flung it into his tomb, where he left the dead thing. Christ
has finished the transgression, made an end of sin and
brought in an everlasting righteousness for his people (Psa.
103:12; Jer. 50:20; Num. 23:21). What is this removal of
iniquity? It is...

e The Removal Of Sin’'s Punishment (Gal. 3:13) --
That person whom God pardons cannot be
punished for sin again. Christ was punished in our
stead. “Payment God cannot twice demand, First at
my bleeding Surety’s hand, And then again at
mine!”

e The Removal Of Sin’s Guilt -- To be justified is to be
declared, “Not guilty!” In the court of heaven, we
were declared not guilty when Christ died (Rom.

13
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4:25). And in the court of conscience, as soon as a
sinner trusts Christ, he is declared, “Not guilty!”
(Heb. 9:14; John 16:8-11). Miracle of miracles,
Almighty God has removed from us the guilt of sin.
He sees no sin in us, upon us, or about us!

e The Removal Of Sin’s Defilement -- Though in
ourselves we are yet aware, increasingly aware, of
sin’s defilement, before God through the blood of
Christ, we are pure and holy. Our Savior says, “Ye
are clean!” (John 13:10).

e The Removal Of Sin’'s Dominion -- “The position of
sin in a natural man is that of a king on his throne,
the position of sin in a Christian is that of a bandit
hiding in secret places trying to get back its old
usurped dominion, but failing in the attempt, for ‘sin
shall not have dominion over you, for ye are not
under the law, but under grace™ (C. H. Spurgeon).

e The Removal Of Sin’'s Being -- Soon we shall be
delivered from this body of sin (Rom. 7:25). When
we have left this body of sin, we shall have left sin!

e The Removal Of Sin’s Sorrow -- It is written, “God

shall wipe away all tears from their eyes” - In
heaven’s glory there shall be “no more sorrow,” not
even for sin!

e The Removal Of Sin’s Consequences -- God has
removed from his people all the consequences of
sin. And soon, he shall remove the very slime of the
serpent’s trail from his creation.

Sin is the attempt of men and devils to rob God of his glory.
But he has foiled his enemies. He will get glory to himself
even by the wrath of man (Psa. 76:10), “The wrath of man
worketh not the righteousness of God.” But the righteous God
makes even the wrath of man to praise him.

Hebrews 1:4-6

14
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“Let All The Angels Of God Worship Him”

The angels are venerated, and even worshipped by many, as
the highest creatures of God. Therefore, the Holy Spirit shows
us here the infinite superiority of Christ over those heavenly
creatures. In verses 1-3, we are told who Christ is and what
he has done. Beginning with verse four, we see numerous
displays of Christ's superiority over the angels of God. This is
in keeping with the whole theme of the book of Hebrews
which was written to show us the excellence, superiority and
glory of the Lord Jesus Christ over all creatures, all
covenants, all priests and all sacrifices.

Christ Better Than Angels

Our Lord Jesus Christ is better than the angels by virtue of his
eternal divinity; but he was made better than the angels as a
man, as the God-man, by virtue of his success as our
Mediator and Surety (vv. 1-3; Phil. 2:9-11). While we thank
God for the angels and their work, we must never pray to or
worship them (Rev. 22:8,9). Neither angels nor men are to be
worshipped, but God alone (Acts 10:25,26; Matt. 23:8-11).

Christ is, in all things, better than, superior to, and more
excellent than the angels by an infinite degree. He is the
Creator. They are his creatures. He is the King. They are his
subjects. He is independent. They are dependent upon him
for all things. He is the One worshipped. They are his
worshipers. He is the Master. They are his servants. He is the
One who sends. They are sent by him. He is the One who
blesses. They are blessed by him.

God the Son

God never said to any angel, “Thou art my Son.” That title is
given to the Lord Jesus Christ alone (v. 5). When did the Lord
God say to Christ, “Thou art my Son”? -- At his baptism
(Matthew 3:16-17). -- At his transfiguration (Matthew 17:5). --
At his resurrection ((Ps. 2:7; Rom. 1:4; Heb. 5:5). Christ is the

15
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Son of God by nature. He is God the Son. Angels are the
sons of God by creation. God'’s elect are the sons of God by
adoption. Our Lord’s office as the Messiah and our Mediator is
not the foundation of his sonship. His sonship is the
foundation of his office. He was the Son before he was the
Prophet, Priest and King (John 1:1,2; 17:1-5).

Angelic Worship

When our Lord Jesus Christ came into the world, the angels
of God were called to worship the incarnate God, and they
gladly did so. We see the angels worshipping him as God,
and serving him as their Master with willing hearts in many
places: at his birth, after his temptation in the wilderness, in
Gethsemane, at his resurrection, at his ascension, and in
heaven (Lk. 2:9-14; Mk. 1:13; Lk. 24:2-5; Acts 1:10,11; Rev.
5:11).

Hebrews 1:6
“Sat Down” The Meaning Of It

While it must be acknowledged that we really know very little
about the angels of God (because little is revealed), their
ministry is very important and should not be ignored. The
terrible confusion and utter heresy promoted by many in
religious superstition concerning the angels of God needs to
be exposed and laid aside. As it is with most spiritual matters,
the whole religious world is caught up in superstition,
sentimentality, and idolatry about the angels of God. Some
venerate, pray to, and worship angels. Many wear idolatrous
little “angel” pins as good luck charms to keep them from evil.
Multitudes foolishly imagine that when babies and little
children die, they become angels. In light of these facts, the
need for clear instruction from the Scriptures is obvious.

Before the completion of Holy Scripture, before the entire
canon of this Sacred Volume was written, God spoke to men

16
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in visions and by angels, as well as by prophets and apostles.
He confirmed the word spoken in such a miraculous manner
by miracles, signs, and wonders. But those days are over.
Since that which is perfect has come, now that which was in
part has been put aside (1 Cor. 13:10). We now have the
complete Revelation of God in Holy Scripture. There is no
need for, nor can there be, any inspired prophets or apostles
with a new word from God. Because we have no new word
from God, we do not now live in the age of miracles, signs,
and wonders. Those things were needed in the church’s
infancy to confirm the apostles as the messengers of the
Messiah. For the same reasons, the Lord no longer sends
angels, in visible or audible manifestations, to direct us in his
will and ways. — We have God’s Word for that purpose.

However, that does not mean that the ministry of God’s
angels has ceased. Far from it. The angels of God are just as
active today as ever. The word “angel” means “messenger.”
An angel is essentially a messenger from God, one created
and sent of God. Without question, there is a specific order of
heavenly beings called “angels.” The fallen angels (Rev.
12:4), are commonly referred to as “devils” or “demons”
(James 2:19). Those fallen angels are messengers of Satan,
bent upon the destruction of our souls. Whereas the angels of
God are described as, “ministering spirits, sent forth to
minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation.”

The angels of God are God’s messengers of mercy to his
elect. They are described in exactly this way in Genesis 32:1-
2. Believers have far more friends than we know. As we make
our pilgrimage through this world, as we seek to serve our
God, as we walk through the midst of our enemies in this
world of darkness, if only we could hear, we would hear the
rush of angels’ wings, “God’s hosts,” at our side and round
about us. If only we had eyes to see, we would see “the
mountain full of horses and chariots of fire round about” those
who dare be faithful to God.
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The Angels of the ChurchesRevelation 1:20

In Revelation 1:20, and in chapters two and three, the faithful
pastors of local churches are called “angels,” because faithful
men, gifted and called of God to the work of the ministry are
God’'s messengers to his people. Not all pastors are
designated “angels;” but all who are truly God’s messengers
to the souls of men are to be esteemed as such. Why?
Because God has ordained the salvation of his elect by the
hearing of the gospel (Rom. 1:16-17; 10:17; 1 Cor. 1:21-24,
James 1:18; 1 Pet. 1:23-25).

Proper Esteem

Let no one despise or lightly esteem the ministry of the Word.
Rather, we should highly esteem those men who faithfully
preach the gospel for their work's sake as the angels of God
to our souls (1 Thess. 5:12-13). As the Galatians received
Paul as an angel of God to their souls (Gal. 4:14), so all
faithful gospel preachers are to be received by those whose
souls they serve. This esteem is due them as God's
messengers, because God's servants are placed as pastors in
his churches to instruct them, admonish them, and lead them
in the way of faith and righteousness. Paul's admonition to the
saints at Thessalonica to esteem God's servants very highly
was enforced by the fact that the unity, peace, and usefulness
of every local church greatly depends upon it.

Necessary Work

The ministry of the Word is not an optional addition to, but an
essential part of the believer's life. Gospel preachers are
essential to both the salvation of chosen, redeemed sinners
and the edification of his church (Eph. 4:11-16). People often
say, “I follow the Lord. I will not follow a man.” Certainly, there
is a sense in which this is right. Every man is responsible for
his own soul. Each one must search the Scriptures, and make
certain that the preachers he hears are true to the Word of
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God. God’s servants are not inspired, infallible instructors to
be blindly followed, or priests to whom we trust our souls. Yet,
if anyone follows Christ, he must hear, heed, obey, and follow
those men who are the angels of God to their souls (Heb.
13:7, 17).

Living Creatures

These faithful men are portrayed as *“ beasts” (living
creatures) before the throne of God (Rev. 4:6-11). By the gifts
and grace of God the Holy Spirit, they are bold as lions, strong
as oxen, compassionate as men, and soar to heaven like
eagles, seeking a word from God for the souls of men. Like
the seraphs described in Isaiah 6, the are humble, conscious
of their unworthiness, but swift to do the will and work of God
to which they are called. With their eyes always fixed on the
blood of the Lamb, they ever set forth the glorious holiness of
God. By the unction of God’s Spirit, when God speaks by his
servants to the hearts of chosen sinners, they expose the sins
of men and bring the gospel like live coals from off the altar,
and proclaim to all who believe, “Thine iniquity is taken away,
and thy sin is purged!” Gospel preachers, the angels of God to
the souls of men, lead sinners in the worship of God, giving
“glory and honor and thanks to him sat on the throne, and
worship him that liveth for ever and ever.” Blessed are those
people to whom God has sent a faithful man, as an angel of
God, to minister to their souls.

Hebrews 1:7-9
“Unto The Son He Saith...”

Ministering Spirits

God’s angels are created spirits, sent forth into all the
world to serve him (v. 7). God is the uncreated Spirit. They are
his created spirits. They often appeared in the Old Testament
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and in the gospels in the form of a man; but the angels do not
have material, physical bodies. These created spirits are
made the “ministers (servants) of God”. They do his bidding;
they attend his presence, and are ready to do as he
commands.

They are called “a flame of fire”, because of their power
and swiftness, because of their burning love and zeal, and
because they are the executioners of God's wrath. The chariot
of fire which bore Elijah away were probably angels. Certainly,
those chariots of fire surrounding Elisha and his servant were
the angels of God (2 Kings 6:17-18).

Enthroned Son

Christ is God’s risen, exalted, enthroned Son (v. 8). Our
Savior’'s excellence, glory, and superiority are set before us in
ever-increasing tones in Hebrews 1. If we were reading scales
of music, this passage reads like a great cantata rising rapidly
to the crescendo. To the Son, Jesus Christ, the Father says,
“Thy throne, O God, is for ever.” Again, we are here told that
the man Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Savior, is himself
God (John 1:1,14; 10:30; Matt. 1:23; Acts 20:28; 2 Cor. 5:19).
His throne is an everlasting throne. The sceptre of his
kingdom is the sceptre of righteousness (Ps. 45:6-7).

Obedience Rewarded

Our Savior's exaltation and enthronement as a man is the
reward of his obedience to the Father as our Mediator (v. 9).
“Thou has loved righteousness and hated iniquity.” He
showed this in casting Adam from the garden, in the flood, in
Sodom, in all his dealing with Israel, and most fully and
perfectly in working out a perfect righteousness for us as our
Substitute. In the last day, at the bar of God, he will display to
all the universe and make every creature see and
acknowledge that he loves righteousness and hates iniquity.
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In that day, every creature shall confess that the sceptre by
which he rules is a right sceptre.

The words, “Thy God”, refer to both the triune God (Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit), and to God the Father, for the Father is
the God of Christ as man (Eph. 1:3). Because of what Christ
has accomplished as the God-man, our Mediator, he has
been anointed with the oil of gladness above his fellows (Col.
1:14-18).

Hebrews 1:10-14
Christ And His Angels

Christ our Savior

Christ Jesus is the Creator of all things (v. 10). Our
Redeemer, our Mediator, our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ is
the sovereign Creator. These verses (10-14) are addressed to
our Lord Jesus Christ. Throughout this passage great
emphasis is laid wupon his deity, eternality, wisdom,
excellence, and glory as God the Son.

Everything in this sin cursed earth is marked for
destruction (v. 11). How | wish we could learn this. It is all
going to be burned soon. The heavens and the earth in their
present form shall pass away (Rom. 8:19-22).

Soon, our Lord will come again. He will purge all creation
with fire. He will remove the curse. He will create a new
heaven and a new earth, purified and without sin. But Christ
remains as he is, without change, the same yesterday, today,
and forever (Isa. 51:6; Mal. 3:6; Heb. 13:8).

When our clothes wear out and lose their beauty and
usefulness, we fold them up, lay them aside, and replace
them with new garments. That is what our Lord is going to do
with this world (v. 12). When it has served its’ purpose, he will
fold it up, put it away, and create something better. Yet, he is
forever immutable, unchangeable in his nature, in his person,
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in his offices, and in the virtue of his blood and righteousness.
What a consolation this is for our souls! To rest and trust in
him is never to die or be ashamed (Job 19:23-27).

Sent Forth to Minister

"To which of the angels said he at any time, Sit on my right
hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool?” (v. 13). God
the Father never said anything like this to a mere angel. He
never promised dominion to them. He did not prepare a
throne for them. This high honor is reserved for Christ, alone.

What, then, are the angels? How do we account for them?
What is their purpose? Read verse 14. “Are they not all
ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be
heirs of salvation?” The angels are servants to the Father, to
the Son, and to his people (his elect “who shall be heirs of
salvation”). But how do the angels of God minister to those
who shall be the heirs of salvation? They serve God'’s elect
before conversion in prevenient grace, protecting their lives.
After conversion, they secretly and constantly continue to
watch over and care for believing sinners. At death, the
angels of God carry God’s Lazaruses up to Glory. And at the
resurrection, they will gather the dust of our flesh into our
bodily forms again.

Let us ever thank God for his holy angels; but we do not
worship them. We worship Christ, who created, rules, and
sends the angels to keep us in our ways and bring us safely
into glory, where we shall be the heirs of salvation forever!

Hebrews 1:14
“He took on him the seed of Abraham.”

There is a special order of heavenly, spirit beings called “the
angels of God,” who were specifically created to be
"ministering spirits” to God's elect. These heavenly,
ministering spirits were created and sent forth by our heavenly
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Father to minister to (serve the needs of) those who shall be
the heirs of salvation.

An Elect People

God almighty has an elect people scattered through all the
human race, through all parts of the earth, who must and shall
be saved. For every chosen, redeemed sinner there is an
appointed time of love when he must be called by grace
(Ezek. 16:6-8). It is the work of the heavenly angels to
preserve and protect chosen sinners until the time of their
calling. They are instruments of God in prevenient grace,
whereby the elect are kept, provided for, and secretly directed
through all the days of their rebellion, until they are brought at
last to the feet of the Savior.

Heavenly Guardians

The angels’ ministry to God’s elect is not over once the
chosen are called. The superstitions regarding each person
having a guardian angel is as foreign to the Scriptures as the
idea that babies who die in infancy become angels. God’s
elect do not have a guardian angel. All God’'s angels are our
guardians, given charge from our Heavenly Father to guard
his chosen (Psa. 91:9-11). None of us will ever know, this side
of eternity, what wonders the angels of God have done to
protect and care for us during the time of our sojourn on this
earth. When our pilgrimage here is over, the angels of God
carry God’'s Lazaruses away to glory (Lk. 16:22). The angels
of God are highly intelligent spirits, excellent in wisdom and
power. They are the secret servants of Emmanuel’s kingdom,
ministering to all who shall be heirs of God’s salvation. Could
we see how they watch over us, how they guard us from
countless evils, did we but know how safely they keep us in
the midst of countless foes, we would like the prophet’s
servant see the mountains around us full of horses and
chariots (2 Kgs. 6:17).
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Angelic Ministry

A single angel destroyed seventy thousand at God's
command (2 Sam. 24:15), and a hundred and eighty-five
thousand Assyrians who came against Israel (2 Kgs. 19:35).
How safe God’s elect must be who are protected by the
angels of God, kept by the power of God, and are secure in
the hands of our omnipotent Savior! Only in eternity will the
heirs of salvation begin to discover what we owe to the
perpetual ministry of these ministering spirits. Well may the
heirs of salvation rejoice with such heavenly protectors
surrounding them and ministering to them with unceasing joy.
It was an angel who first announced the purpose of Christ's
coming. It was a chorus of angels who first sang the praise of
the incarnate God.Ilt was an angel who first announced the
resurrection of Christ our Redeemer. It was an angel who sent
men to fetch Peter to Cornelius that he might show him the
words whereby he must be saved. The angels of God kept us
all the days of our rebellion. The angels of God watch over us
every hour. The angels of God meet with us in the assembly
of the saints. The angels of God always behold our Father’s
face in heaven. The angels of God will carry us home. There
is a far more intimate relationship between the saints of God
and the angels of God than any of us yet know (Heb.12:22-
24).

Hebrews 1:14
What Do You Know About Angels

| had a visit with my family doctor this morning. Before 1 left,
he asked me, “What do you know about angels?” | responded,
“Not much.” Then, | proceeded to tell him what little | do know.
The following is basically what I told him.

The word *“angel” means “messenger.” An angel is
essentially a messenger from God, one created and sent of
God. Without question, there is a specific order of heavenly
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beings called “angels.” The fallen angels (Rev. 12::4), are
commonly referred to as “devils” or demons (James 2:19).
Those fallen angels are messengers of Satan, bent upon the
destruction of our souls. Whereas the angels of God are
described as “ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them
who shall be heirs of salvation.”

The Angel of The Covenant

The Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, is called “the
Messenger (Angel) of the covenant” (Mal. 3:1). Commonly, in
the Old Testament, when we read of “the Angel of the Lord”
appearing to men, as he did to Abraham, Monoah and his
wife, etc., the one appearing was the Son of God himself.
Those pre-incarnate manifestations of Christ were preludes to
the coming of our great Savior to accomplish the redemption
of his people. To say that Christ is “the Angel of the Lord”
does not, in any way, contradict the fact of his eternal Deity.
He is both Jehovah and Jehovah's Messenger. In his eternal
Deity, our Savior is God himself, over all and blessed forever.
In his mediatoral capacity, as our Surety and Substitute, he is
“the Angel of the Lord.” As the Angel of the Lord, “the
Messenger of the covenant,” the Son of God comes to men to
reveal and fulfil all the stipulations of the covenant of grace for
us (Jer. 31:31-34; Heb. 8:6-13), thereby securing our “eternal
redemption” (Heb. 9:12). Having fulfilled all the requirements
of the covenant as our Substitute, our Savior now sits upon
the throne of universal monarchy, ruling all things according to
the purpose of God as our God-man Mediator, to give eternal
life to his people (John 17:2; Rev. 10:1-6). He and he alone is
able to fulfil the book of God’s decrees (Rev. 5:7). He who
rules the universe is God in human flesh, our Savior and
Redeemer, “the Angel of the covenant.” Rejoice!
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The Angels of The Churches

In Revelation 1:20, and in chapters two and three, the pastors
of local churches are called “angels,” because faithful men,
gifted and called of God to the work of the ministry, are God’s
messengers to his people. Not all pastors are designated
“angels;” but all who are truly God’s messengers to the souls
of men are to be esteemed as such. Why? Because God has
ordained the salvation of his elect by the hearing of the gospel
(Rom. 1:16-17; 10:17; 1 Co. 1:21-24; James 1:18; 1 Pet. 1:23-
25). Let no one despise or lightly esteem the ministry of the
Word. Gospel preachers are essential to both the salvation of
chosen, redeemed sinners and the edification of his church
(Eph. 4:11-16).

People often say, “I follow the Lord. | will not follow a man.”
Certainly, there is a sense in which this is right. Every man is
responsible for his own soul. Each one must search the
Scriptures, and make certain that the preachers he hears are
true to the Word of God. God’s servants are not inspired,
infallible instructors to be blindly followed, or priests to whom
you trust your soul. Yet, if anyone follows

Hebrews 2:1
"Therefore..."

"Therefore” — Here, the Holy Spirit calls us to roll over in our
hearts and minds the excellence, glory, and superiority of
Christ and the gospel of God’s free and sovereign grace in
him. With this word, “therefore,” he tells us to recall, gather up
our thoughts, and focus our attention upon what he has just
told us in chapter one. The word, “therefore,” might be
translated “since.” Since God has spoken to us by his holy
prophets and his Son, -- Since the Lord Jesus Christ is the
appointed heir of all things, -- Since he who is our Savior is
the Creator of all things, -- Since Christ, the God-man, is the
brightness of the Father’s glory and the express image of his
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person, -- Since he upholds all things by the word of his
power, -- Since he has by himself purged our sins, -- Since he
who is our Savior is the exalted, reigning Monarch of the
universe, -- Since our great Savior is so much better than and
superior to the angels...

“We ought” — The apostle does not say, “you ought,” but
“we ought!” It is as though he said, "The message | have for
you is the message of God to me. | am in the same boat you
are. | have the same struggles you have. | face the same
dangers you face. | have the same responsibilities you have."

Gospel preachers are men just like you. Even the apostles
and prophets of old were men just like us. All believers are
sinners saved by grace alone, -- Sinners in the midst of great
conflict, -- Sinners with great trials, -- Sinners in constant need
of grace, -- Sinners under the unceasing assault of hell. What
is worse, our flesh is in league with hell. Therefore, we must
ever watch and pray. We must ever be vigilant. We must
constantly press toward the mark, for the prize of the high
calling of God in Christ Jesus.

“Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed” — We
must, each one, personally and diligently apply to ourselves
and faithfully lay to heart, “the things which we have heard.” It
is our duty and responsibility to bow to the Word of God, to
bend our wills to God’s will, our minds to God'’s revelation, and
our thoughts to God’s gospel. We must set our affection upon
Christ; and we must do so constantly. We must bring our
whole man, every thought and imagination, every faculty of
our being, into willing captivity and subjection to Christ. It is
not enough that we have heard and do hear the gospel, we
must apply it to ourselves and set our hearts upon “the things
which we have heard.” The things we have heard are the
glorious truths of the gospel set forth in Holy Scripture.

“Lest at any time we should let them slip.” — This is a very
unusual expression. It is used nowhere else in the Word of
God. It is an expression of real danger, the danger of
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apostasy, the danger of losing the benefit of the gospel, the
danger of eternal ruin. It is impossible to overstate the
seriousness of this matter. It is absolutely vital that we
persevere in the faith, that we continue in the Word. There are
many, who once seemed to have a real interest in the things
of God, who have made shipwreck of the faith and of their
immortal souls (1 Tim. 1:19). Let us take care that we not be
numbered among them (John 8:31; 1 Cor. 15:1-3; Col. 1:23;
Heb. 3:14; 4:1; 12:25).

The admonition of Hebrews 2:1 is this. — If we would be
saved, if we would continue in the faith, if we would avoid
making shipwreck of our souls, we must bind the gospel to our
hearts and bind our hearts to the gospel (Prov. 6:20-22).

Hebrews 2:2-4
“How shall we escape?”

If those who heard and neglected the law of God, given by
Moses through the mediation of mere angels, perished under
the wrath of God, how much more surely shall they perish
who neglect, take lightly the gospel of Christ, which is the
proclamation of “so great salvation?”

The salvation we preach is here called “so great salvation”
with good reason. The Lord Jesus Christ is the great Author of
it, “the author and finisher of our faith.” “Being made perfect,
he became the author of eternal salvation.”

Salvation by Christ is great because it reveals the great
wisdom of God. Only by the obedience of Christ as our
Substitute, only by blood atonement, by which justice is
satisfied and righteousness established, is it possible for God
to be just and the justifier (Rom. 3:24-26). In infinite wisdom,
God found a way to be both “a just God and a Savior.”

The objects of God’s saving mercy and grace in Christ
display the greatness of his salvation. It is called “so great
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salvation” because it is salvation for great sinners (1 Tim.
1:15).

The Apostle Peter declares the greatness of God’s
salvation (1 Pet. 1:18-20), when he asserts the great cost of it.
The price of our redemption is “the precious blood of Christ.”
Let us often meditate upon this fact and remember that, since
we have been bought with the price of Christ’s own blood, we
belong to him exclusively. We are not our own. Let us
therefore glorify God in our bodies and in our spirits, which are
God's.

The Holy Spirit describes God’'s salvation as “so great
salvation” because of the great power by which he performs it.
The gospel of God’'s free and sovereign grace, flowing to
helpless, needy sinners through the merits of the crucified
Son of God, is “the power (dynamite) of God unto salvation”
(Rom. 1:16-17).

This gospel was spoken and preached by the Lord Jesus
Christ himself. It was confirmed by the apostles who gave us
the Epistles of the New Testament. Their authority as God’s
messengers was established and endorsed by God the Father
who gave them great, supernatural gifts and marvelous
manifestations of the Holy Spirit. These were credentials that
they spoke for God and spoke the truth. They spoke in other
languages, healed the sick, cast out demons, and even raised
the dead (Mark 16:17, 18).

In light of all this, how shall we escape the judgment and
wrath of God if we are indifferent to this gospel? The answer
is as clear as the noon day sun -- We shall not (Matt. 10:20;
Heb. 10:38-39; 12:1-4; 1 Cor. 15:1-3).

Hebrews 2:5-9
What Is Man?”
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Angels were highly venerated by the ancient Jews, almost to
the point of worship, just as they are by many today. Because
so many would put the angels of God in the place of God,
making them the objects of adoration and worship (Many even
pray to the angels!), superstitions abound concerning those
heavenly creatures. Therefore, the Holy Spirit gave us these
first two chapters of the Book of Hebrews to show us Christ's
greatness and superiority over the angels. He is the Creator.
They are, like us, his creatures.

The angels are, as we read in verse 14 of chapter one, --
“Ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be
the heirs of salvation.” It never was God’s intention or purpose
to put his people in subjection to, under the rule of, angels or
to make them in any way inferior to the angels, neither in this
world, nor in the world to come (v. 5).

The Question

Then, in verses 6-9, the inspired writer quotes from Psalm 8,
raising the question, “What is man?” “What is man” — That
God should be so gracious to him? “What is man” — That the
angels of God should serve him? “What is man” — That the
world to come should be put in subjection to him?

Whenever we read about, hear about, or think about God’s
goodness, mercy, love, and grace toward fallen, sinful man,
we ought to be utterly astonished. We ought to ask, “What is
man?” (Job 7:17-18; Ps. 144:3-4).

The Backdrop

Be sure you do not miss the backdrop against which this
guestion is asked. Both the Psalmist (Ps. 8:1-3) and the writer
of the Book of Hebrews (Heb. 1:1-3) raised this question
(“What is man?) against the backdrop of the glorious
greatness of God. We cannot form a right and proper view of
anything in God'’s creation if we fail to see the greatness and
glory of God.
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The root of all sin, the cause of all unbelief, and the source
of all heresy in the world can be found in this one thing -- All
men by nature have low views of God. Satan could not
persuade Eve to sin until he convinced her that God was not
as great as she thought he was. We would never doubt his
Word if we did not question his greatness. Men would never
pervert the gospel, if they did not have very low views of God.
Therefore, the first message of every prophet, apostle, and
preacher sent of God is, “Behold your God!” (Isa. 40:10). Only
when we see the greatness of God will we worship him, love
him, trust him, and honor him as God.

Hebrews 2:5-9
The Greatness Of Our God

It is impossible for us to form a proper estimate of ourselves,
until we see something of the greatness of God. Neither can
we form any proper estimate of God’s wondrous works, until
we know something of his greatness. It was the realization of
God's greatness which caused David to cry, “What is man,
that thou art mindful of him? or the son of man, that thou
visitest him?”

Psalm 8

The quotation found in Hebrews 2:6 is taken from the 8th
Psalm. In that inspired song of praise, the psalmist extols the
greatness of God in five distinct ways. First, he extols the
excellency of God’s name (v. 1). “O LORD our Lord, how
excellent is thy name in all the earth!” Our great God is
Jehovah, the God who saves! Second, David sang about the
glorious supremacy and solitariness of God our Savior. The
second line of verse one speaks of the exaltation of Christ, as
our covenant Surety and Mediator. “Thou hast set thy glory
(the Lord Jesus) above the heavens.”
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Third, the psalm exhibits God’s purpose of grace (v. 2).
“Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained
strength because of thine enemies, that thou mightest still the
enemy and the avenger.” Read 1 Corinthians 1:26-31, and
you cannot miss the meaning of David’s words.

Fourth, so great is our God that the whole of his vast
creation is set before us as the work of his fingers! “I consider
thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars,
which thou hast ordained” (v. 3). Finger work is work which
requires no strength, but great skill, and detail. So great is our
God that the vast universe is his finger work!

Then, fifth, in verses 4-9, the psalmist extols the greatness
of God by humbly rejoicing in God’s universal providence,
describing the whole machinery of providence as God's
gracious visitations. David knew what the Holy Spirit tells us
all believers know (Rom. 8:28), -- “that all things work together
for good to them that love God, to them who are the called
according to his purpose.”

Ever entertain great thoughts of God. Anything that lowers
God’s character or lessens his greatness is a lie of Satan. Do
not tolerate it. Let no doctrine be believed, no sermon be
heard, no song be sung, and no thought be received which in
anyway detracts from the greatness of God. In all things, at all
times, “ascribe ye greatness unto our God” (Deut. 32:3)
“Behold your God,” and know that he is great (Isa. 40:10-31).

Isaiah 40

Read Isaiah 40:10-31 and rejoice in God’s greatness. Isaiah
did. It is the greatness of God that inspires our confidence in
him. He who is God our

Savior is great! -- Greater than all the works he performs
(v. 12-14). -- Greater than all the nations he has made (vv.
15-17). -- Greater than all the gods men have invented (vv.
18-21). -- Greater than the world he created (v. 22). -- Greater
than the greatest men the world ever produced (vv. 23-24). --
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Greater than the heavens above (vv. 25-26). -- Greater far
than all our troubles (vv. 27-31). Great beyond description,
great beyond imagination, great beyond our loftiest praise is
the Lord our God!

What is man?

In the light of God’'s greatness and glory as God, it is an
astonishing thing that God should be mindful of man,
especially when we see the answer given in the Bible to the
guestion -- “What is man?” Man is set before us in the Word of
God as the peculiar, distinct object of God’s mercy, love, and
grace. -- But what is he?

Anyone who knows and acknowledges the greatness of
God, will also freely acknowledge the utter insignificance of
man. As soon as David looked up to heaven and spoke to
God of his greatness, his heart was humbled, his pride was
withered, and he cried, “What is man, that thou art mindful of
him?”

It is impossible for anyone to have both great views of God
and great views of man. Those who imagine that man is great
think God is insignificant. Those who know that God is great
know that man is insignificant.

“What is man, that thou art mindful of him?” Here is
greatness and littleness, grandeur and nothingness,
excellence and corruption, majesty and meanness, God and
man.

“What is man?” The Word of God tells us plainly. -- “All
flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower
of the field” (Isa. 40:6). -- “Verily, every man at his best estate
is altogether vanity” (Psa. 39:5). -- “Men are a lie” (Psa. 62:9).

“What is man?” Don’t ask philosophers what they imagine,
educators what they read in books, scientists what they see in
microscopes, psychologists what they see in asylums, or
sociologists what they learn from tests. Ask God who made
us. He declares in his Word that man is fallen, depraved,
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sinning, sinful, cursed, condemned, helpless, dying flesh. Men
are grasshoppers before him. Men are the dust of the earth,
nothing more. Man is a lump of clay. Man is a puff of smoke, a
mist of vapor, the small dust of the balance, a drop in a
bucket. Man is insignificant! All the nations of all men in all the
world are less than nothing before the great and infinite God.

Man is nothing. Man has nothing. Man can do nothing.
You are nothing; and | am nothing. No matter how many of us
nothings you put together, nothing added to nothing is still just
nothing. God, teach us to know our nothingness, that we may
look to Christ for everything!

Hebrews 2:10
The Greatness Of Our God

Notice the first word in this verse - "For." It is important. This is
a connecting word. It connects verse 10 with what has been
discussed in the previous verses. There the Holy Spirit sets
before us the excellence and glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Then, in verse 9, he tells us that Christ "was made a little
lower than the angels for the suffering of death...that he by the
grace of God should taste death for every man.”

Poor Translation

| prefer the King James Version to all other translations; but
the King James gives a very poor translation of verse 9. The
words "every man" simply should not be in verse 9. A far
better reading would be "every son”. Both the original
language and the context will show this. To translate Paul's
words as they stand in the King James Version would imply
that Christ died to redeem and save all men, which is totally
contrary to the Word of God.

To the Jews, the death of Christ on the cross as the
sinners' Substitute was a stumbling block and rock of offense.
So when the inspired writer mentioned it, he immediately
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declared the necessity for it in our text. That is the connection.
In this 10th verse of Hebrews 2, he is declaring to us the
necessity for Christ's suffering and death.

Divine Sovereignty

The purpose of God is the salvation of his people. But the
declaration of that purpose is meaningless, until we are
assured that the God who has purposed our salvation is able
to perform it. Therefore, we are first assured that the Lord our
God, who is determined to bring us to glory, is that One "for
whom are all things, and by whom are all things.” This is a
declaration of God’s total, universal sovereignty. This is a
description of the Triune God; but it is particularly a
description of God the Father, who made his Son perfect
through suffering and death, in bringing many sons unto glory.

The Lord our God is glorious in his absolute sovereignty.
This is what sets him apart from all his creatures and
distinguishes him from all the gods men have invented. He
who is God rules everything absolutely. All things are for him,
to do his bidding, to accomplish his purpose, to set forth his
glory. All things are for him because all things are by him. In
their origin, preservation, purpose, and consummate end, all
things are by him. This is what the Scriptures universally
declare (Rom. 8:28; 11:36; 2 Cor. 5:18; Eph. 1:11). And this
will be the subject of God's everlasting praise (Rev. 4:11).

Our Assurance

This declaration of God's greatness as the sovereign ruler of
all things is given to assure us of his ability to save. In the
matter of salvation, we need One "for whom are all things and
by whom are all things,” because no one else can save. Who
can create us anew, but the Creator of all things? Who can
keep us from falling, but the Preserver of all things? Who can
save us from the many perils we face in this world, but the
Ruler of all things? If ever we are brought to glory, it must be
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by that God "by whom are all things.” If you and | enter into
glory it will be by the work of him "for whom are all things.”

Hebrews 2:10
Bringing Many Sons Unto Glory"

As the Lord God brought Israel out of Egypt, across the Red
Sea, through the wilderness, over the Jordan, and into the
land of Canaan, so he will bring all his chosen unto glory by
his own mighty hand of grace.

The ultimate destination of God's elect is glory, eternal
glory. Not one of God's elect will fail to attain it. “Not a hoof
shall be left behind!” Not one true believer in the Lord Jesus
Christ will fail to attain perfect, complete salvation at the right
hand of the Majesty on high. Wherever God gives grace, he
will give glory. As he does not give grace by degrees, so
neither will he give glory by degrees. There are no back
settlements in the heavenly Canaan where "second class
saints" live! There are no slums in the New Jerusalem. God is
bringing his people into glory, not degrees of glory.

Whoever he was who devised that abominable notion that
there are degrees of glory and degrees of heavenly reward to
be given to the saints, depending upon their works on earth,
knew nothing of the gospel of the free grace of God in Christ.
John Blanchard was exactly right when he said, "Heaven is
not a conditional reward, but a consummated relationship."

Glorious Place

Heaven is a glorious place. The Holy Spirit uses the word
"glory" interchangeably with the word "heaven." He makes the
two terms synonymous. Heaven is a glorious place. Countless
books have been written about it. We sing hymns about it and
preach sermons about it; but really we know very little about it.
"As it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath
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prepared for them that love him.” (1 Cor 2:9). We will never
know the glory of glory until we are in glory.

Glorious Pursuits

In that glorious place everyone follows glorious pursuits. What
are the saints doing in heaven? | will not attempt to guess. But
this much | know - they are serving God and the Lamb. "And
there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the
Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him: And they
shall see his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads”
(Rev. 22:3-4).

They cast their crowns at his feet, sing his praise, adore
his grace, and make known to principalities and powers the
manifold wisdom of God in redemption. They gaze upon the
face of their beloved Redeemer, God, and Savior. All the
pursuits of heaven are glorious. There will never be anything
low, base, or selfish done in glory. There will never be any
wearisome toil required. All is glory!

Glorious Pleasures

In that glorious place, with its glorious pursuits, there are
glorious pleasures. There we will understand the meaning of
David's words: "Thou wilt show me the path of life: in thy
presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are
pleasures for evermore” (Ps. 16:11).

In heaven we shall live! Did you ever try to imagine what
the pleasures of God must be? What is that which is called
"the joy of the Lord?" What is the infinite satisfaction of the
eternal God? What can be the bliss of him who is blessed
God? | cannot imagine such things with my puny brain. Yet, |
know that it is this very joy, bliss, peace, and satisfaction into
which we shall enter in glory, when our Master says to each of
his ransomed ones, "Well done, thou good and faithful
servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, | will make
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thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy
Lord” (Matt. 25:21).

Chrysostom wrote, "If one man should suffer all the
sorrows of all the saints in the world, yet they are not worth
one hour's glory in heaven.” Paul said, "For | reckon that the
sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared
with the glory which shall be revealed in us” (Rom 8:18). Earth
has no sorrow that heaven shall not heal. A. W. Pink wrote,
"One breath of Paradise will extinguish all the adverse winds
of earth.”

We are going to glory! Heaven is a place of glorious
pleasure. As C. S. Lewis put it, "Joy is the serious business of
heaven.” There are no regrets in heaven, no remorseful tears,
no second thoughts, no lost causes, no sorrows of any kind. It
is written, "God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying,
neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are
passed away” (Rev. 21:4).

Glorious Persons

This glorious place, with its glorious pursuits and glorious
pleasures, shall be inhabited by glorious persons. Read at
Hebrews 12:22-24. "But ye are come unto mount Sion, and
unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to
an innumerable company of angels, To the general assembly
and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and
to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made
perfect, And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and
to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that
of Abel.”

God is there, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Christ, the
Lamb, is there. The holy angels are there. The spirits of just
men made perfect are there. There all the saints of God shall
be glorious, kings and priests unto God, arrayed as kings,
holy as God himself is holy, glorious as Christ himself is
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glorious. Well does the writer of Hebrews use this word when
he speaks of heaven - "glory."” Heaven is GLORY!

Hebrews 2:10
The Sons He Is Bringing

We often talk sing about heaven and the glory and wonder of
that blessed abode prepared for God’s elect. We know that in
all that he is doing, our God is “bringing many sons unto
glory.” But the wonder of it is utterly beyond us.

All of Grace

In heaven's glory we shall forever adore and praise our great
God for the wondrous mystery of his grace, by which we are
saved. Everything in the great work of salvation sets forth the
splendor of the grace of the Most High God. What do we see
in election, predestination, redemption, regeneration, and
preservation, but his grace? The whole work of salvation
displays God’'s rich, free, almighty, irresistible, sovereign,
saving grace in Christ? In, salvation as well as in creation, all
things are of God, all things are by God, and all things are for
God. He works all our works in us, and unto him alone all
praise must be forever!

Divine Ability

The greatness of God in his absolute sovereignty assures us
of his ability to do all his will and bring all his chosen unto
glory at last ()Ps. 135:6; Isa. 14:24; 46:11). We know that God
always does all his pleasure because he always, absolutely
controls all things. If he did not, we could never be assured of
any promise or prophecy made by him. This is our assurance
-- The great God, our heavenly Father, who has purposed our
salvation, is able to fully accomplish what he has planned,
because he is that one "for whom are all things, and by whom
are all things!” We are assured that our God, having put his
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hand to the great work of our salvation, will not withdraw his
arm from the work until he has fully accomplished his eternal
purpose, to the praise of the glory of his grace. This we
confidently declare to every believer, "He which hath begun a
good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ”
(Phil 1:6).

Difficulties Overcome

Our great God will bring all his sons to glory despite all the
difficulties that lie in the way. Every believer shall persevere
unto the end because every believer is preserved by God
himself. Though ten thousand hells lay between us and glory,
though ten thousand satans roared against us, not one of
God's elect shall fail to attain unto glory, because the glorious
God has undertaken to save us. As Israel was brought from
Egypt into Canaan by a constant series of miracles,
supernatural, unexplainable works of God, so the believer's
path is a path of constant, miraculous grace. Ours is a
miraculous life! God Almighty, himself, has undertaken to
save us! Can you get hold of that? Our path is not easy, but it
is safe. Fight we must, but victory is sure. Temptations we
must endure, but our God will uphold us. Trials we must face,
but God holds us with the right hand of his righteousness. He
feeds us, refreshes us, clothes us, fights for us, protects us,
upholds us; and he will bring us unto glory!

The Objects of Grace

Perhaps the greatest wonder of this great purpose and work
of God is the many sons he has determined to bring unto
glory (1 Cor. 1:26-29). God has chosen for his sons and
daughters those people whom most people on earth would be
ashamed to call their children. Those who are passed by
society, the depraved, the debased, the fallen, are the very
ones chosen by God, the very ones he is determined to bring
unto glory, for “the praise of the glory of his grace.”

40



Discovering Christ In Hebrews Don Fortner

Hebrews 2:10
The Captain Of Our Salvation

God has purposed that he will bring many sons to glory; but
he has determined that he will do so by a chosen Captain, a
Captain greater than Joshua, who will fight for his people and
bring them safely into the Canaan of glory. Yes, God will bring
his sons to glory, but he will do so only by the Captain of our
Salvation, Jesus Christ. Sinners cannot come to glory but by
this Captain (John 10:9; 14:6). Christ is called the Captain of
our Salvation because...

The captain has all authority and power. The captain of an
army is invested with the authority and power of the king
himself. The captain's word is the king's word. The king's
treasures are the captain's treasures. Even so, the Lord Jesus
Christ has all power and authority given to him for the saving
of his people (John 17:2).

The captain makes all the arrangements for the army's
march. He decides what path the troops will take, where they
will camp, and how long they will stay at any place. And he
supplies all provisions for them. Even so, our Lord Jesus
Christ mapped out our path in divine predestination, supplies
us with our needs and directs our steps according to his wise
and good providence.

The captain's word is the law by which the whole army is
governed. Soldiers are not allowed to do each one what he
chooses. The troops do not make up their rules of conduct
and principles of warfare as they go along. That is the
captain's business. In the Church and Kingdom of God Christ
gives the marching orders. They are not optional. His Word is
our law. He alone determined what our doctrine and duty is,
what our faith and practice must be; and he has given these
things to us in his Word.

The captain is more than a commander, he is a leader.
The captain leads the way. You will never go in any path of
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duty, walk through any fiery furnace, go through any deep
valley, climb any high hill of difficulty, or endure any
temptation, but where you will find the footprint of the
Crucified One., who is the Captain of your salvation.

The captain encourages his men. When the Lord Jesus
appears to us and we hear him say, "It is I, be not afraid,” that
is all that is required to calm our hearts and sustain our souls.

It is the captain's delight to reward his followers. As
David's spoils were shared equally by all the army, the timid
as well as the brave, the weak as well as the strong (1 Sam
30:24), so the Lord Jesus Christ will bestow upon all the many
sons he brings to glory all the glory he has won. We are heirs
of God and joint-heirs with Christ (Rom. 8:17). That means
that all the glory which Christ now possesses as our Mediator
shall be ours (John 17:5,22).

The captain is responsible both for the army under his
command and for the victory. It is true, we are engaged in a
warfare. We must fight continually, resisting sin, contending
with the world, the flesh and the devil. But the battle is not
ours. It is the Lord's (Ex. 14:13-14; 2 Chr. 20:15). Christ, the
Captain of our Salvation, is the One responsible for our
salvation; and "he shall not fail!”

Hebrews 2:10
The Captain Made Perfect

Christ was the Captain of our salvation from eternity. He was
our Savior from everlasting. But in order to save us, in order to
bring us to glory, the Lord Jesus Christ had to be perfected as
a Savior. He had to experience something himself if he would
be a perfect and complete Savior. What does that mean?

Christ was not made perfect in his character by suffering.
He was always perfect, both as God and as man. But he was
made perfect officially, as the Captain of our salvation. To
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perform the office of a Savior, to save lost sinners from their
just and righteous condemnation, Christ had to possess three
things: merit, power and sympathy. The only way he could
obtain all three was by those things which he suffered, which
consummated in his death as the sinners' Substitute.

Merit

The Savior of men must have such merit with God that God
can, consistently with the perfections of his nature and the
requirements of his law, reverse the sentence of
condemnation passed upon those for whom Christ suffered
and died. He must have such infinite merit that we can
through his merit alone obtain all the blessings of grace and
glory, without any works of our own, without any merit of our
own.

Power

The Captain of our salvation must possess all power, in
heaven and in earth, so that he may, by the sheer power of
his will make ignorant, depraved, helpless, miserable sinners,
wise, and good, and happy. He must have such absolute
control of all things that he can make all things work together
for the salvation of his people.

Sympathy

Moreover, the Savior of men must be able to sympathize with,
he must be able to enter into the feelings of, those whom he is
to deliver and save. All these things are necessary if the Son
of God is to be a perfect Savior; and all these things were
obtained by him through the things which he suffered.

By his incarnation he became a Savior of infinite merit.
The Savior of men must be a man, because man had sinned
and man must suffer. But man, even a perfect man, does not
have merit of infinite worth for the saving of other men. Our
Savior must also be God, because none but God has infinite
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merit to satisfy the claims of divine justice. Christ, the God-
man, is both fully man and fully God.

The Lord Jesus Christ obtained the power to save as the
reward of his obedience unto death as our substitute (John
17:2; Heb 7:25). This power is the legal, judicial power given
to him as our Mediator, the power he earned as the God-man
by his obedience unto death as our Substitute.

The Son of God became a sympathizing Savior by the
things he suffered as a man for us (Heb 2:18; 4:15). Only one
who has suffered can be touched with the suffering of others.

Made Perfect

Now, the Captain of our salvation has been made perfect. The
Lord Jesus Christ is a perfect savior. He has made a perfect
expiation of sin. He has brought in a perfect righteousness.
His holy heart is filled with a perfect sympathy for his needy
people. He is a perfect example for us to follow. He has
perfect power, and is able to save all who come unto God by
him perfectly!

Hebrews 2:14-15
Are You Afraid To Die?

Here is a solemn, sobering, serious question. It is a question
you might prefer to avoid, but one you cannot avoid. You may
suppress it, and postpone dealing with it; but you cannot avoid
it. — Are you afraid to die?

| have watched a lot of men die, some young and some
old, some believers and some infidels, some with no hope,
some with a false hope, and some with a good hope. | have
seen some die in utter terror and some with great comfort,
some in brazen blasphemy and defiance and some with
peace and joy. How will it be for you, when you come to
death’s chilly waters?
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| know a good many men and women who do everything
they can to avoid visiting a rest home, a hospital, or a funeral
parlor. They simply cannot face the fact that they, too, must
soon die. Even now, the fear of death terrorizes them. | ask of
you, what Jeremiah asked long ago. — If sickness and death
torment you now, “then how wilt thou do in the swelling of
Jordan?” Are you afraid to die?

A Reasonable Fear

The fear of death is a very natural thing to sinful men. And,
the fact is -- If you are without Christ, you have reason to be
afraid. "It is appointed unto men once to die, and after this the
judgment” (Heb. 2:15). Soon you and | must die. Long ago, a
dying man requested that the words below be inscribed upon
his tombstone. He wanted all who passed by his grave to be
reminded of the brevity of life and the certainty of death. We
would be wise to lay them to heart.

“Please view my grave as you pass by, For as
you are so once was |,

And as | am soon you must be, So make your
plans to follow me.”

Because of your sin and guilt before God, you must die.
But death will not end your existence. You will stand before a
holy, just, and righteous God in judgment. And you will reap
the exact penalty due your sin, the infinite, eternal wrath of
God in hell (2 Cor. 5:10-11; Rev. 20:11-15). This is “the
second death,” the everlasting death of your soul in hell. Itis a
torturous death that never dies!

A Blessed Deliverance

For the believer, however, things are far different. In Hebrews
2:14-15 the Holy Spirit tells us that one great purpose of our
Savior's incarnation was that he might destroy Satan and
deliver his elect from the fear of death. The Lord Jesus Christ
came into this world for this purpose, that he might "deliver
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them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject
to bondage."

You and I, who are washed in the blood of Christ and living
by faith in Him, should have no fear of death. Certainly, we
must not expect to have dying grace until our time to die has
come. Yet, we ought not live out our days on this earth
clinging to the vanity of mortality and fearing its end. Christ
came not only to deliver us from death, but from the very fear
of death. He does so by effectually teaching us the gospel,
giving us the blessed confidence of faith in himself as our all-
sufficient Savior.

Hebrews 2:14-15
Deliverance From The Fear Of Death

There is no deliverance from the fear of death except by
looking to Him whose death is the death of death. Our Lord
has done many things to deliver us from this fear of death and
its bondage.

1. Christ has destroyed the power of death by dying in our
place and rising again. Since all of God's elect were partakers
of flesh and blood, under the dominion of death, Christ
became a man to suffer and die for us. It was not possible for
our Representative to satisfy the claims of Divine justice
against us unless He lived and died in our nature. By His
substitutionary death on the cursed tree and His triumphant
resurrection, the Son of God destroyed the power of Satan
and the power of the grave over us. We are now more than
conquerors in him. Why then should we fear death?

2. The Lord Jesus delivers us from the fear of death by
removing our sin. "The sting of death is sin.” It is sin which
causes men torment in death. But in Christ we have no sin. In
Him we are fully forgiven. By His blood our sins are washed
away. If we are born of God, we are in Christ; “and in him is
no sin” (1 John 3:1-5). Be sure you have the forgiveness of sin
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by faith in Christ, and fear death no more. To die forgiven,
"accepted in the Beloved,” is not really to die at all. It is simply
the departure out of this world into the Father's house.

3. The law of God held us in bondage to the sentence of
death and condemnation; but “Christ hath redeemed us from
the curse of the law” (Gal. 3:13). "Christ is the end of the law
for righteousness to everyone that believeth” (Rom. 10:4). He
is the end of the law's power to condemn. In the book of God's
holy law there is no legal claim of condemnation upon any
believer. Christ satisfied that claim for us. Why then should we
fear? If I am in Christ, | am dead to the law (Rom. 7:4; 8:1-4).

4. The Lord Jesus Christ delivers us from the fear of death
by changing the character of death. For the unbeliever death
is a horrible thing. For the unbeliever, anything short of death
is mercy. But, for the believer death is a great blessing.

“To those that are in Christ death is but the day-break of
eternal brightness; not the punishment of sin, but the period of
sin. It is but a sturdy porter opening the door of eternity, a
rough passage to eternal pleasure.” — John Trapp

Why should Israel be afraid to cross the swelling Jordan
into the land of promise, with the ark of God before them? The
fact is, believers do not die in the sense that others do. Our
Lord said, “Whosoever liveth and believeth on me shall never
die.” To the ungodly, death is the penalty of sin; but to the
believer it is just a change of location. Death to the wicked is
the execution of justice, but to the believer it is a deliverance
from sin. To the worldling death is the beginning of sorrows,
but to the believer it is admission into glory. To the rebel death
is imprisonment, but to the believer it is freedom

Hebrews 2:14-15
Would You Be Freed From The Fear Of Death?
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Our Saviour has also taken the fear of death away from those
who trust him by assuring us that our souls will go to be with
him in heaven immediately. His word of promise is, "Because |
live, ye shall live also.” His prayer for us was, "Father, | will
that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where |
am: that they may behold my glory.” It is written, "To be
absent from the body is to be present with the Lord!” Knowing
this, | can no longer fear to die (2 Cor. 5:1-9).

Our Lord has delivers us from the fear of death by
assuring us of the resurrection of our bodies (1 Thess. 4:13-
18). This body must die. But, blessed be God, we shall arise.
This is my satisfying confidence: "I know that my Redeemer
liveth, and that He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth:
and though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my
flesh shall 1 see God: Whom | shall see for myself and mine
eyes shall behold, and not another; though my reins be
consumed within me!” With such a hope, the grave causes me
no alarm.

Would you be free from fear of death? Look to Christ in
faith as your crucified Substitute, rising from the dead as your
Representative, living and reigning in heaven as your
Mediator, and coming as your King.

If you would be free from the fear of death, think about
death often and meditate on what it is to die in Christ. We
know that those who die in the Lord are blessedly safe and
happy. Even Balaam saw that and desired to die the death of
the righteous. What makes the death of the righteous so
blessed?

1. Death will bring us into the presence of many
friends. Yes, death takes a wife from her
husband, a child from its mother, and a father
from his family. But we cheer ourselves with the
prospect of a happy reunion in glory.

It is true, above all else, that we will see Christ and be with
Him. But it is also promised that we will sit down with
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Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. When we die we will leave some
behind, but we are going up to "the general assembly and
church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven.”
And we shall know one another then, even better than we do
now, even as the disciples knew Moses and Elijah on the
mount.

2. When, at last, we come to die in Christ our
most earnest and constant prayers will all be
answered. How often have we prayed to be free
from our trials and temptations? When we close
our eyes in death, we will leave this veil of tears
behind. For the believer, death is the blessed
funeral of all sorrows. Does your soul long to be
free from all sin? It will be when this body lies in
the grave. Oh, how our hearts long to be more
like Christ! And we shall be perfectly like him in
glory when we have put off this body of flesh.
We pray for a brighter and clearer vision of
Christ in his glory. After we are no longer
hindered by the sight of things in this world, our
eyes will be opened to see the Son of God as he
is. We should never weep for those who have
died in the Lord. We might well envy them, but
do not weep for them.

3. The death of God's saints is accompanied
with many comforts. Death can never separate
us from the love of Christ. He will go with us
through the dark valley. | am sure that the
believer never has such full revelations of
Christ's love, grace, glory, and greatness as he
is given in the hour of death. The Lord will make
His people triumphant over the last enemy in
that hour. In that hour, all our enemies will be as
still as a stone (Ex. 15:16).

The Lord Jesus Christ, our great God and blessed Savior
delivers believing sinners from the fear of death by giving us a
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foretaste of the glory that will follow it. It is written, "Eye hath
not seen nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of
man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love
Him.” Yet, he has given us his Spirit, which is “the earnest of
our inheritance.”

We cannot comprehend this glory, but we can think upon
it. In Christ heaven is ours, the throne of Christ is ours, the
glory of Christ is ours, the crown of life is ours, eternal joy is
ours. God is ours. Christ is ours. Heaven is ours. If these
things are so, and they most assuredly are, then death is not
to be feared, but anticipated!

If you would be free from the fear of death, live every day
as though it were your last. Get into the habit of dying to this
world. Let us die daily. Hold everything here with a loose
hand. Learn to live in this world in the awareness that
everything here is perishing. Live not for the perishing things
of time, but for the lasting things of eternity. Live here as a
traveler through this a strange land. Do not become too fond
of it. Soon you will have to let it go. Be prepared at a
moment's notice to do so.

| exhort you to walk with God. "Enoch walked with God:
and he was not; because God took him.” Walk with God; and
when you die you will walk into glory. Press as much as you
can into each day for the glory of Christ and the service of His
kingdom. We must soon die. We will be wise to put our affairs
in order.

Let us ever be ready for that happy day when the Son of
God calls us home. When death comes, let us have nothing to
do, but die. | try to think often every day of my last day. |
cannot tell you what a blessing it is to do so comfortably. Until
we are freed from the fear of death, we will never be free to
live.

Hebrews 2:16
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The Sovereignty Of God’s Grace

The sovereignty of God’s grace is set before us most clearly
in Hebrews 2:16. It is written, “For verily he took not on him
the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of
Abraham.”

When our Lord Jesus Christ came to save fallen creatures,
he passed by the fallen angels and laid hold upon the seed of
Abraham. He did not take hold of the seed of Adam, but he
took hold of the seed of Abraham, God'’s elect, and delivered
them from the bondage of death by the irresistible power of
his grace.

We were lost, rushing headlong to destruction, until Christ
reached down the hand of his sovereign power and delivered
us. Every saved sinner is “a brand plucked from the burning”
(Zech. 3:2), snatched out of the jaws of hell, snatched out
from among perishing men by sovereign mercy and irresistible
grace. He passed by the fallen angels, passed by the sons of
Adam, and took hold upon the seed of Abraham.

God our Savior reserves the right of absolute sovereignty
in the exercise of his saving grace and in the application of his
mercy. As he is sovereign in creation and in providence, our
God is absolutely sovereign in the salvation of sinners.

You cannot read through the Bible without being
confronted with the fact of divine sovereignty on almost every
page. Today we hear much talk about the “fundamentals of
the faith.” Yet, those who boast of being “uncompromising
fundamentalists” seldom ever mention the gospel doctrine of
divine sovereignty. When they do mention it, it is only to
denounce it and poke fun at those who believe it.

Let men, if they dare, deny it, ridicule it, and rebel against
it as they will. God’s indisputable sovereignty is a fundamental
doctrine of Holy Scripture, a vital point of Christian theology.

If you doubt the prevalence and importance of this doctrine
of God’s sovereignty in grace, | challenge you to read the
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Word of God through one more time. Begin at the Book of
Genesis and go right through the Book of Revelation. You will
find the gospel doctrine of divine sovereignty repeatedly
declared, explained, and illustrated throughout the Sacred
Volume. It is set forth, not in a few isolated verses, but upon
every page of Inspiration. God has mercy on whom he will
have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth. “For he saith to
Moses, | will have mercy on whom | will have mercy, and | will
have compassion on whom | will have compassion. So then it
is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God
that showeth mercy” (Rom. 9:15-16).

Hebrews 2:16
“He took not on him the nature of angels.”

As it was never the intention of our Lord to save fallen angels,
SO too, it was never the intention, desire, or purpose of the
Son of God to save all men. Thank God! He does save some
of Adam’s fallen race! “He delighteth in mercy!” He forgives
iniquity, transgression, and sin! But to say that the Lord Jesus
Christ wants to save all men, tries to save all men, or provides
salvation for all men is both absurd and blasphemous. Notice
the wording of Hebrews 2:16. It does not say, “He took on him
the seed of Adam.” It says, “He took on him the seed of
Abraham!”

Blasphemy

Any doctrine which says that Christ wants to save those who
perish, tries to save those who perish, and provides salvation
for those who perish is nonsense, theological rubbish, and
blasphemy. Jesus Christ is God almighty. He is not a whining
wimp. What he wants to do he does (Isa. 46:10). He never
tries to do anything. He simply does what he will. His grace,
his power, and even his will are irresistible (Ps. 135:6; Dan.
4:34-35). If he wanted to save everybody in the world, where
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is the force that could stop him from doing so? Any man who
worships a god who wants to do what he cannot do, or tries to
do what he fails to accomplish is a fool. Such a god, if he
existed, would be as useless as a lantern without oil, or a
bucket without a bottom. Failure is an embarrassment to man.
How much more so it would be to the eternal God.

Useless Redemption

The doctrine of universal redemption, that doctrine which says
that Christ wants to save everybody, tries to save everybody,
and provides salvation for everybody tramples the blood of
Christ under foot, despises the work of Christ, robs the Son of
God of all glory in salvation, and puts him to an open shame.
Those who say, “Jesus loves everybody and died for
everybody,” proclaim a love and a death which are totally
useless for anything more than sentimentalism. They preach a
redemption by which no one was redeemed. Universal
redemption is no redemption at all. It says that there is no
power, merit, or efficacy in the blood of Christ without man’s
faith to ignite the power. It makes the grace of God nothing
but a frustrated desire in God to save. It makes the will of God
subject to the will of man, and makes the power of God
weaker than the power of man. It robs the Lord Jesus Christ
of his soul's satisfaction. It portrays the blood of Christ as a
useless waste, shed in vain for many. It makes salvation
nothing but a package God offers to man, rather than a work
performed by God in man. It makes man his own savior.
Universal redemption robs Christ of all glory in salvation. If
everything is dependent upon man’s will, man’s power, man’s
work, man’s faith and nothing is really determined by the
righteousness, blood, and grace of Christ, why should any
man worship and praise Christ?

Redemption was effectually accomplished by Christ on the
cross (John 19:30; Heb. 9:12). And redemption is effectually
applied by Christ on the throne (John 17:2). It never was our
Lord’s intention, desire, or purpose to save all men.
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Hebrews 2:16
What Do You Know About Angels?

It was never the intention, desire, or purpose of the Lord
Jesus Christ to save the angels who fell. “For verily he took
not on him the nature of angels.” The word “took” means “to
lay hold of.” Paul's language is very strong. Quite literally, he
is saying, “Christ never took hold of angels to deliver and save
them.” Our Lord did not come into this world as an angel. He
came as a man. He did not come as a Surety for the angels
who fell. He never took hold of them.

Elect and Non-elect Angels

There are some elect angels who never fell. The vast majority
of the angels are elect. Two-thirds of those mighty creatures
were chosen by God. Only one third fell (Rev. 12:4). God
would not allow those elect angels to fall. Their preservation
was a great act of mercy. Their election by God preserved
them. But for those angels that fell, God offered no mercy
whatever. They are eternally reprobate, without hope (Jude
6).

This is a hard rock for the Arminian to grind his teeth on. It
iS sure to give goats sore gums. -- If it is unfair for God to give
mercy to some men, but not all men, would it not be equally
unfair for God to give mercy to fallen men if he did not also
give mercy to the fallen angels?

Just Suppose

Suppose for a moment that our Lord had taken upon him the
nature of angels when he came into the world. Suppose that
instead of coming into the world as a man, the Lord of glory
had assumed the nature of angels. | think there is something
here that will cause us to glorify God for his wisdom, love, and
grace toward us in Christ. “He took not on him the nature of
angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham.”
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If Christ had taken on himself the nature of angels, He
could not have obeyed the law of God for us or made
atonement for our sin (Heb. 2:9-10). He could not have left us
an example to follow (1 Pet. 2:21). He could not have been a
sympathizing High Priest (Heb. 2:17-18; 4:14-16). He could
never have been one with his church (Heb. 2:11-12). He could
never have delivered us from the fear of death and given us
the hope of the resurrection (Heb. 2:14-15; 1 Cor. 15:51-58).

How we ought to rejoice in this sovereign determination of
our God to pass by the fallen angels and take hold on the
seed of Abraham!

Hebrews 2:16
What is your response to God’s sovereignty?

When the Son of God came into this world, he passed by the
fallen angels, he passed by multitudes of fallen men, refusing
to lay hold of them, refusing to pray for them, and took hold on
the seed of Abraham, God'’s elect, covenant people, to save
them. For them, and them alone, he made intercession. For
them, and them alone, he shed his precious blood. For them,
and them alone, he obtained eternal redemption. What is your
response to this fact so plainly and repeatedly stated in Holy
Scripture?

“If you in your heart hate the doctrine that God has a right
to save or to destroy you, you give me very grave cause to
suspect whether you know your own position in the sight of
God; for | am quite sure that no humble sinner will doubt
God’s right to destroy him....I tell you, it is your unhumbled
pride that kicks against these doctrines; it is your infernal self-
conceit, born of hell, that makes you hate this truth. Men have
always kicked at it, and they always will. When Christ
preached it once, they would have dragged him out to the
brow of the hill, and cast him down head long; and | expect
always to meet with opposition, if 1 speak out broadly and
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plainly; but let me tell you solemnly, if you do not believe
God'’s right over you, | am afraid your heart has never been
right before God.” (C. H. Spurgeon)

In this day of man centered, man exalting, man pleasing
“will  worship,” while men everywhere declare God’s
helplessness, | am determined to lift high the glorious banner
of God’s absolute sovereignty, calling for proud worms to bow
down before God’s sovereign throne. | am, in the name of
God, calling for lost sinners to lay down your weapons of
rebellion and surrender to God our Savior in his total
sovereignty.

Do you ask, “Where does that leave man?” | answer, it
leaves man in the hands of God almighty. Do you ask, “What
about my choice? Have | no choice in this matter?” | answer,
you do indeed. You have two choices: Either surrender to
Christ’'s sovereign dominion, or be crushed into hell for your
rebellion.

Men rail at God’s servants for preaching the sovereignty of
his free grace in Christ. They angrily denounce us as
Hardshells, Antinomians, and Hyper-Calvinists. | care nothing
for their opinions. | am happy to make will worshippers angry.
| count it an honor to be the brunt of their slander and scorn. If
a man hates the truth, | shall never be backward about stirring
up his wrath. If a man is offended by the character of God, |
shall be delighted to offend him (Isa. 45:5-10, 20-25; 43:1-13).
It is the very glory of God to have mercy on whom he will have
mercy and to be gracious to whom he will be gracious (Ex.
34:6). Those who deny his sovereignty hate the fact that he is
God and would rob him of his glory as God. Do not be
numbered among them.

Hebrews 2:16

An Example of Unbelief
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Throughout the Old Testament we are given example after
example of God's sovereignty in salvation. One glaring
example of God’s sovereignty is Pharaoh. God raised him up
for no other purpose but to harden his heart and dump him
and the entire Egyptian army in the Red Sea so that his
sovereign power might be declared throughout the world
(Rom. 9:17).

Perhaps you think, “All that was in the Old Testament. God
is different now.” Do not be so foolish. The God of the Old
Testament is the God of the New Testament, too. He never
changes (Mal. 3:6; Heb. 13:8). His glorious sovereignty is just
as clearly exemplified, and even more fully revealed in the
New Testament.

When our Lord passed by gathering his disciples, he
called Simon and Adrew, but not their father. He chose James
and John, but not Zebedee. He healed some, and left others
to die. He called some, and passed others by. He saved some
who sought him (The woman with an issue of blood), and did
not save others who sought him (The rich young ruler). Christ
died for some, but did not die for others (John 10:11, 26). He
was gracious to some, but not to others. This is a fact - God
does not deal with all people alike.

The New Testament plainly and forcibly teaches the
gospel doctrine of God’'s absolute sovereignty in the exercise
of his grace (Matt. 11:20-27; John 12:36-41; Rom. 11:5-11,
32-36).

This is something we must see and acknowledge. The
God of glory is absolutely sovereign in salvation. He wounds;
and he heals. He kills; and he makes alive. It is his sovereign
right to either save me or damn me, to either be gracious to
me, or to pass me by.

Rebels would be wise to fall down before his sovereign
throne, and beg for mercy. Like the Leper, fall down at his feet
and say, “Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean” (Mk.
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1:40). Will you perish in your proud rebellion; or will you take
your place in the dust and beg for mercy?

Pass me not, O gentle Savior,
Hear my humble cry:

While on others Thou art calling,
Do not, do not pass me hy!

| tell you without hesitation that this gospel doctrine of
divine sovereignty is vital. You will either bow to God’s
righteous sovereignty, or you will perish in your rebellion.

Hebrews 2:16
The Son of God “took on him the seed of Abraham.”

It is the intention, desire, and purpose of Christ to save all the
seed of Abraham. He took not on him the nature of angels.
And he took not on him the seed of Adam. “But he took on
him the seed of Abraham.” The Son of God took hold of the
seed of Abraham to save them. This expression, “the seed of
Abraham,” does not refer to the Jewish race, Abraham’s
natural seed. It refers to the whole company of God’s elect.
We are Abraham’s spiritual seed (Rom. 4:16; 9:6-8; Gal. 3:7,
13-16).

When did Christ take hold of us?

Christ took hold on Abraham’s seed as their Surety in the
covenant of grace before the world began, and agreed to save
them (Gen. 43:9; John 6:39; Eph. 1:13). He took hold on his
elect as our Substitute, legally taking our place under the
wrath of God, dying under the penalty of our sins upon the
cross (2 Cor. 5:21; Gal. 3:13). When our Substitute died, in so
far as God’s law and justice were concerned, we died in him
(Rom. 7:4). We were crucified with Christ. In the fulness of
time the Good Shepherd comes to each of those sheep for
whom he died. He takes hold of them by the hand of his
almighty, irresistible, saving grace (Lk. 15:4-5). And blessed
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be his matchless name forever, our Lord, our God, our Good
Shepherd holds us securely in the hand of his almighty grace
and will not let us go, until he has brought us safely into the
heavenly fold (John 10:28, 16).

What must be the result?

Since Christ took on himself the seed of Abraham, you can be
sure of this: -- All the seed of Abraham shall be saved (Rom.
11:25-26; John 10:16). “He shall save his people” (Matt. 1:21).
“He shall not fail” (Isa. 42:4). The purpose of God cannot be
overturned. The covenant of grace cannot be nullified. The
cross of Christ cannot miscarry. The grace of God cannot be
frustrated. The seal of the Spirit cannot be broken. The
intercession of Christ cannot be ignored. The hold of Christ
cannot be broken.

Does man do nothing? Oh, yes, we did much. We did the
falling. He did the lifting. We did the running. He did the
catching. We did the wandering. He did the fetching. We did
the sinning. He did the saving.

Who are these people?

My friend, you must acknowledge and bow to the absolute
sovereignty of God’s grace. God can either save you or damn
you. “Be ye reconciled to God.” All who believe rejoice to
ascribe the whole of our salvation to the sovereign grace of
God in Christ (1 Cor. 4:7; 15:10). And all who believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ are the seed of Abraham! (Phil. 3:3). If you
now take hold of Christ by faith, you can be sure of this: -- He
has taken hold of you to save you.

Hebrews 2:16
Sovereign Grace lllustrated
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The illustrations of God’s sovereignty in the exercise of his
grace are as numerous as the characters mentioned in the
Bible.

Grace For Fallen Men — No Grace For Fallen Angels

Satan led a revolt in heaven against the throne of God. One
third of the heavenly angels fell from their holy habitation. As a
result of their sin, they were forever doomed to suffer the
wrath of God. No mercy was extended to them. No grace was
offered to them. No Savior was sent to deliver them. The
fallen angels were forever damned without the least measure
of grace.

Then Adam did the same thing. He sinned against the
throne of God. He challenged God’s right to be God. What
happened? God was gracious. God promised the fallen sons
of Adam a Savior, a Redeemer, a Way of mercy (Gen. 3:15).
The angels who sinned were passed by, reprobate, without
mercy. Yet, when Adam did the same thing, God extended
mercy to man. That is divine sovereignty. Why did God pass
by the angels that fell? Why did God extend mercy to fallen
men? Only one answer can be given, “He hath mercy on
whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth”
(Rom. 9:18).

You can either rebel against this message of divine
sovereignty and perish in your rebellion, or you can bow to the
sovereign God and say with Christ, “Even so, Father, for so it
seemed good in thy sight” (Matt. 11:26). Whether you bow to
God’s throne or rebel against it, the fact remains the same.
The God of the Bible is an absolute sovereign. He can save
you, or he can damn you. That is his right as God. It is entirely
up to him.

Great Grace For Some Men -- No Grace For Others

As God chose some angels who lost their first estate, and
passed by others; even so, among the fallen sons of Adam
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there are some who are chosen of God, to whom he will be
gracious, and there are some whom God has passed by, to
whom no grace is given.

Adam had two sons, Cain and Abel. God passed by Cain,
the older, and saved Abel. Abraham had two sons, Ishmael
and Isaac. God passed by Ishmael and saved Isaac. Isaac
had two sons, Esau and Jacob. God passed by Esau because
he hated Esau, and saved Jacob because he loved Jacob. In
the days of Noah, God destroyed the entire human race,
except for one man and his family. Why did God save Noah?
Because “Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord” (Gen.
6:8).

Hebrews 2:17
Christ our High Priest

The first thing we are taught in Hebrews 2:17 is that The Lord
Jesus Christ was Appointed by God to be our great High
Priest. The word, “wherefore”, does not refer so much to what
Paul has said as it does to what he is about to say. He has
shown us how that Christ is superior to angels, and that he
came into the world, not to redeem fallen angels, but to
redeem fallen men. And now he is about to show us how that
Christ is superior to Moses, Joshua, and Aaron, as the
almighty, effectual Savior of his people. He begins by telling
us that it was necessary for Christ to be made like those
people whom he came to save, so that he might be our great
High Priest in things pertaining to God.

An Appointed Priest

The Lord Jesus did not assume this office on his own. He was
called, appointed and anointed to it by God the Father in the
covenant of grace before the world began (Heb. 5:1, 4-5).
Christ was made a Priest by the oath of God himself (Psa.
110:4). Yet, the Son of God voluntarily agreed to become our
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Priest and to fulfil all that God required to reconcile us unto
himself. He said, “’Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not.’
The sacrifices of slain beasts offered by sinful men cannot
atone for human sin. ‘But a body hast thou prepared me,’ in
the everlasting covenant of grace, which | am ready, at the
appointed time, to assume and to offer up as a sacrifice to
Divine justice for the sins of my people (Heb. 10:5). “These
eternal decrees and mutual transactions,” wrote John Gill,
“are the basis and foundation of Christ's priesthood, and
made it sure and certain.”

The Old Testament Prophecies

In the prophetic Scriptures of the Old Testament Christ was
spoken of as a priest. The promised Messiah of the Old
Testament was to be One who would be a prophet like
Moses, a King like David and a Priest like Melchizedek (1
Sam. 2:35; Ps. 110.4; Zech. 6:12-13). In addition to the plain
prophecies that Christ should be a Priest, his priestly work is
spoken of in many of the Old Testament scriptures (lsa.
53:10, 12; Ezek. 9:3; Dan. 10:5).

Old Testament Types

The priesthood of Christ was also foreshadowed by the typical
priests of that dispensation. There never was but one Priest
by whom transactions might be made with God. That Priest is
Christ our Lord. All others appointed to the priestly office were
called priests, because they represented, pointed to, and
foreshadowed him, the true Priest. Only Christ could atone for
sin, turn away the wrath of God, and bring men to God in
reconciliation.

Hebrews 2:17
Christ’s Priesthood Typified
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In order to be our great High Priest, the Son of God had to be
made like unto his brethren. That is the meaning of these
words: “In all things it behooved him to be made like unto his
brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in
things pertaining to God.”

The Necessity

Christ could be our Prophet without becoming a man; and he
could be our King without becoming a man; but in order to be
our Priest, in order to be a merciful and faithful High Priest, in
order to make reconciliation for the sins of his people, the Son
of God had to become one of us. Had he not become one of
us, he would have had nothing to offer God by which to make
atonement for our sins (Heb. 8:3).

A priest without a sacrifice is like a king without a subject.
Had God not prepared his Son a body, he would have had no
sacrifice for sin. He must have a body to sacrifice, or his
priesthood would be as vain, empty, and meaningless, as the
priests of Baal, of Buddha, or of Rome. Being called a priest
would be a mockery of him, not a work honoring to him, if he
had no sacrifice to offer upon God’'s altar. Christ our God
became a man so that he might be sacrificed to purge our
sins.

The Son of God did not have to be our Priest; but if he
would be our priest, he had to become a man. The Lord of
glory was “made like unto his brethren.” Those words describe
our Savior’'s humiliation on our behalf. They speak not only of
his incarnation, but of his life of humiliation, suffering, pain,
and sorrow on our behalf. Not only did the Son of God
become one of us, he became one with us. We are Christ's
brethren by Divine adoption; and everything the Son of God
does, he does for the glory of his Father and the good of his
brethren.
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Made Like Us

Christ was made like unto his brethren in the essence of our
human nature by his incarnation (1 Tim. 2:5). Our Lord had a
real human body, a real human soul, a real human heart, with
real human feelings, emotions, and needs. The only
difference between Christ and his people is that he had no
sin. His body was not bigger, stronger, or more impressive
than any other man’s. The experiences of life touched him
and moved him, just as they do us. He was and is a real man.

Our Savior was made like unto us in the temptations he
endured as a man (Heb. 4:15). He was tempted in all points
like as we are, only with this one glorious exception, he had
no sin. By-in-large, our temptations arise from within, from our
inward unbelief and lusts. Even those temptations which arise
from without find a ready and willing companion within. Our
Savior's temptations were like Adam’s temptation in the
Garden. He had no inward inclination to do evil. Yet, his
temptations were real.

Our Lord was made like unto us in the things which he
suffered, too (Heb. 5:7-9). What do you suffer? Christ has
suffered that. He knows what it is to be hungry, thirsty,
tormented with pain, slandered by his enemies,
misunderstood by his family, despised by his kin, deserted by
his companions, betrayed by his friend, denied by his disciple,
put to public shame, scandalized and reproached, and
forsaken by his Father.

The Lord of Glory was also made like unto us in the death
that he died (1 Pet. 3:18). The Son of God, our Lord Jesus
Christ, died the death that we should have died, deserved to
die and must have died, had he not died in our place, the Just
for the unjust, that he might bring us to God.

“A Merciful and Faithful High Priest”

It is this conformity to us that qualifies our Lord to be the kind
of Priest we need. He was made a man that he might be our

64



Discovering Christ In Hebrews Don Fortner

High Priest. And he suffered, being tempted as a man, that he
might be “a merciful and faithful High Priest.”

Christ is moved to compassion and pity by the things that
we suffer, being touched with the feeling of our infirmities,
because he has also suffered those very things. He is
merciful, not only because it is his will as God to be merciful,
but also because he has a fellow feeling with those who need
mercy.

Our Savior faithfully shows mercy to us, because the
things he suffered, he suffered specifically and distinctly for
us. He exercises constant care for all the concerns of his
brethren. He lovingly condescends to the wants and sorrows
of his suffering, tempted brethren (Isa. 40:11). Because his
compassion does not fail, his faithfulness is great.

Such is the unspeakable love of Christ for us that he
willingly endured all that was necessary for him to be our
merciful and faithful High Priest. Like Jacob because of his
love to Rachel, our Lord was content to submit to any terms,
to undergo any sorrow, to meet any conditions, that he might
save and enjoy his beloved bride (Eph. 5:25-26).

The Lord Jesus Christ is our great High Priest, a Priest
ordained, appointed, and anointed of God the Father, a Priest
worthy of Divine acceptance because he is himself God, and
a Priest made like unto his brethren, a Priest who is one of f
us, God in our flesh!

Hebrews 2:17
“To make reconciliation for the sins of the people”

The principal, primary work of Christ as our great High Priest
was to make reconciliation, or atonement, for the sins of his
people. He is “merciful and faithful in things pertaining to God,
to make reconciliation for the sins of the people.”
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The High Priest is one who reconciles God and his sinful
people by making an atonement for the sins of the people.
This reconciliation, or atonement for sin, is the great work of
Christ our great High Priest (1 John 2:1-2). His atonement for
sin is the foundation and source of all his other works as our
High Priest.

By the sacrifice of himself at Calvary as our Substitute, the
Lord Jesus Christ has faithfully executed his office as our High
Priest in things pertaining to God and effectually reconciled us
to God by the blood of his cross; for by that precious blood he
has put away our sins (Heb. 9:12, 28; Rom. 3:24-26).
Atonement has been made, reconciliation has been
accomplished by the sacrifice of Christ at Calvary. If we are to
understand the nature of our Lord’s sacrifice and the efficacy
of his atonement, certain questions must be answered.

Who was the Sacrificer?

Christ is the Priest. Christ is the Altar. And Christ is the
Sacrifice. Christ offered himself to God. He gave himself an
offering and a sacrifice of sweet smelling savor (Heb. 9:14;
Eph. 5:2). It is true, the sword of justice slew our Savior; but
he is the One in whose hand the sword of justice is, for he is
God. Our Lord was not made to die by any hand but his own.
He gave up the ghost. He laid down his life by his own will.

What was the sacrifice by which atonement was made?

Christ gave himself, body and soul, into the hands of justice,
to die as a man for our sins. He laid down his life for us (John
10:17-18; 1 John 3:16).

His human nature was the sacrifice. His divine nature was
the altar which sanctified the gift and gave it virtue and
efficacy to atone for sin.
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To whom was the sacrifice for sin offered?

Our Lord did not offer himself to Satan. Neither does he offer
himself to man. He, by the eternal Spirit, offered himself to
God as a sacrifice for sin (Heb. 9:14). Sin is committed
against God. therefore the sacrifice must be made to God. It is
God whose justice must be satisfied.

For whom was the sacrifice offered?

It was offered for “the people”, Christ’s brethren, his elect, “the
seed of Abraham.” Aaron was not a high priest for all men in
general, but for all of Israel in particular. And Christ is not a
Priest for all men in general, but for the people of God, the
Israel of God in particular. Our Lord Jesus Christ offered
sacrifice for those for whom he makes intercession (John
17:9, 20). He offered sacrifice for those whose sins are
purged, for whom atonement has been made, who are
actually reconciled to God by his blood. The sacrifice was
offered for those who by faith receive the atonement (Rom.
5:11).

What is the result of Christ’s sin atoning sacrifice?

The Son of God is a High Priest of good things to come (Heb.
9:11). So what good things come to his people as the result of
his priesthood and his sacrifice?

The Full Pardon Of Sin (Eph. 1:7)
Eternal Redemption (Tit. 2:14)
Complete Justification (Rom. 3:24)
Perfect Sanctification (Heb. 10:10-14)
Peace And Reconciliation With God (Rom. 5:10)
Eternal Salvation (Heb. 5:9-10)
All The Blessedness Of Heavenly Glory (Rom. 8:29-
30; John 17:22)

Those who weaken, oppose, or deny the efficacy of
Christ’'s sacrifice and the reconciliation he has made are
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enemies to the souls of men, enemies to the honor of Christ,
and enemies to the glory of God. Either the Son of God
accomplished redemption for his people and effectually
reconciled them to God, or he is no Savior. There is
absolutely no alternative. Either the Lord Jesus has actually
redeemed his people by the sacrifice of himself, or he is a
failure; and if he is a failure he is not the Son of God and we
are yet in our sins. The doctrine of universal redemption, by
whatever name it is called, is utter blasphemy. The Christ of
God, whom we rejoice to worship, is an almighty, effectual,
sin-atoning High Priest and Savior.

Complete atonement Thou hast made
And to the utmost farthing paid

All that Thy people owed;

Nor shall God’s wrath on me take place

While sheltered in Thy righteousness
And ransomed with Thy blood!
Payment God cannot twice demand, --
First at my bleeding Surety’s hand,
And then again at mine!

Hebrews 2:17-18
“He is able to succor them that are tempted”

A Great Gulf

Fallen man, because of sin, has been banished from the
presence of God. God will neither speak to man, nor allow
man to speak to him. God will neither approach man, nor
allow man to approach him. Sin has separated man from God.
By reason of sin, there is a great gulf fixed between God and
man, which neither God nor man can cross.

The holy Lord God, in and of himself, in his essential Being
as God, because he is righteous, just and true, can never
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span that great gulf and come down to sinful man. Neither can
he bring sinful man up to himself. And sinful man, because of
his sin, can never span that great gulf and arise to God.
Neither can we bring God down to us.

Depraved, helpless and condemned, all men and women
by nature are banished from God in this world, and must be
banished from God forever in the world to come, unless a holy
man can be found who is equal to God himself and able “able
to make reconciliation for the sins of the people.”

A Daysman Needed

Unless there is a daysman found who can stand between the
holy Lord God and sinful man, we are all without hope. Unless
there is a Mediator found, who can lay his hand upon the holy
God and upon guilty sinners to bring God and man together,
we all must be forever banished from the presence of God in
hell. Unless there is a priest found who can fully satisfy the
justice of God by making an effectual atonement for sin, sinful
man must forever die.

A Ransom Found

Blessed be God, such a Priest has been found! He is Jesus
Christ our Lord, the Son of God. “Wherefore (because he laid
hold on the seed of Abraham to save them) in all things it
behooved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might
be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to
God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. For in
that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to
succour them that are tempted.”

The Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, became a man so
that he might be a merciful and faithful High Priest such as we
need, to reconcile us to God and enable us to overcome
temptation. Now, the Lord God can be gracious and declares,
concerning all his elect, “Deliver them from going down to the
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pit: | have found a ransom.” In Christ, the God of glory reveals
himself as “a just God and a Savior.”

Hebrews 2:17-18
“Wherefore”

Each of the priests of the Old Testament, in their way, were
typical of and represented Christ our great High Priest.

Melchizedek

The most eminent type of Christ as our Priest in the Old
Testament was “Melchizedek, king of Salem, and priest of the
most high God” (Gen. 14:18). The Book of Hebrews tells us
three times that Christ is a Priest, not after the order of Aaron,
but after the order of Melchizedek (Heb. 5:10; 6:20; 7:17).
This man, Melchizedek, met Abraham when he returned from
the slaughter of the kings, by whom Abraham was blessed
and to whom gave tithes of all that he possessed. And he was
a remarkable type of Christ.

He was called the King of Salem, the King of Peace. He
was called the King of Righteousness. He had neither father
nor mother, beginning of days, nor end of life. He was made a
priest by the direct ordinance of God himself. His priesthood is
perpetual, unchanging and endless. It seems to me that there
is good reason to believe that Melchizedek was more than a
type of Christ, like Aaron. Rather, this man, Melchizedek, was
none other than the Lord Jesus Christ himself (Heb. 7:1-4, 8).

Aaron

Aaron, the high priest of Israel, was also a clear type of Christ,
our great High Priest. When Christ came, the Aaronic order
was forever abolished. But Aaron served to typify and
represent Christ throughout the Mosaic age. Like Aaron,
Christ was chosen from among his brethren. He was
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separated by a holy anointing. The Lord Jesus offered a
sacrifice of atonement to God. He entered into the holy place
with the blood of atonement. Like Aaron, the Lord Jesus
Christ performed his work alone. He is our Spokesman. He
carries the incense of his intercession with his blood into the
holy place. Christ blesses his people on the basis of the
atonement he has made. And, like Aaron, the Lord Jesus
Christ represents and performs his work for a specific, chosen
people -- the Israel of God, wearing our names upon his
breastplate (1 John 2:1-2).

Levitical Priests

All the common, Levitical priests were also types of Christ.
Like Christ, they were ordained from among men and for men,
to offer gifts and sacrifices to God on the behalf of the people.
Of course, in many ways, the typical priests were clearly
inferior to Christ. The type is never perfect. Yet, they were
typical of our Savior. They were many; but Christ is One. They
offered many sacrifices; Christ offered one sacrifice. They
could never put away sin; Christ did.

In fact, all the sacrifices offered to God from the beginning
of the world were typical of and pointed to the one great
sacrifice of Christ our High Priest. The sacrifice of Abel was
offered up in faith, anticipating the sacrifice of Christ. The
sacrifices of Noah, as pictures of Christ, offered by faith in
him, were sacrifices of a sweet-smelling savor to God. The
sacrifice Abraham made upon the mount, in the stead of
Isaac, was a picture of Christ, our substitutionary victim. The
passover lamb was a type of Christ our Passover sacrificed
for us. The daily sacrifices, offered morning and evening,
pointed to Christ, whose one sacrifice for sin, being effectual,
is of perpetual merit to God.

Christ is the only priest God will accept and the only
sacrifice God will accept. And when he came, he put an end
to all the priests and sacrifices that pointed to him. Those
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priests and sacrifices existed for no purpose, except to point
to and portray Christ.

Hebrews 2:18
“In all things it behooved Him”

What a sweet word this is! God, the Holy Spirit here declares
that Christ, our great High Priest in heaven, is able to succor
his tempted people.

A Priest in Heaven

The Lord Jesus Christ ever lives to make effectual
intercession for us (Heb. 7:24-25). Believing sinners come to
God by him, by faith in him and by the infinite merit of his
blood and righteousness. Because he lives forever, our
Savior's priesthood is unchangeable. Because he lives
forever, he is able to save to the uttermost all who come to
God by him. Here is a Priest who is able to save and able to
help!

Our Lord’'s presence in heaven is a perpetual and just
intercession for the people he represents. His plea before God
is his blood; and his plea is effectual. On the basis of his one
sacrifice for sin, our great High Priest perpetually asks three
things for his people, three things which cannot be denied
him: (1.) The salvation of those sinners for whom his blood
was shed at Calvary. (2.) The non-imputation of sin to his
weak, helpless, sinful people. (3.) The everlasting glorification
of all his own. Child of God, read the 17th chapter of John’s
gospel, and rejoice in the on-going, perpetual intercession of
your Advocate and great High Priest, the Lord Jesus Christ.

A Help In Time Of Need

The Son of God, our great Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, is
our Help and our Shield. He helps us in time of need by
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meeting our needs. He promises, in every time of trial and
temptation that he will be with us, that he will help us, and that
he will deliver us.(Isa. 43:1-5; 1 Cor. 10:13). He gives us
strength to withstand the tempter's power. He gives us
consolation in the midst of trial. He who has sacrificed people
and nations for our souls’ good will not fail to deliver us from,
all evil the time appointed.

A Blessing Bestowed

Our great High Priest Christ helps us by effectually conferring
upon us and communicating to us the blessings of his grace,
based upon his sacrifice for sin (Num. 6:24-26). Aaron pointed
to the blood upon the mercy-seat; but Christ points us to his
own blood and to himself (the true Passover and true Mercy-
Seat), and speaks words of comfort to our hearts, assuring us
of his acceptance as our Priest and our acceptance with God
in him.

A Throne to Supplicate

It is the privilege and responsibility of those who are tempted
to call upon Christ for help and relief. The word “succor”
implies a call for help. It is help for those who call. Do you
need help? Does it seem that Satan has you in his grasp? Are
you tempted and tried? Are you weak and helpless? Christ is
a great High Priest for men and women like you. He bids you
to call upon him in time of need, and promises help to all who
do (Heb. 4:15-16).

Hebrews 2:18
“He is able to succor them that are tempted”

What a sweet word this is! God the Holy Spirit here declares
that Christ, our great High Priest in heaven, is able to succor
his tempted people.
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A Priest in Heaven

The Lord Jesus Christ ever lives to make effectual
intercession for us (Heb. 7:24-25). Believing sinners come to
God by him, by faith in him, and by the infinite merit of his
blood and righteousness. Because he lives forever, our
Savior's priesthood is unchangeable. Because he lives
forever, he is able to save to the uttermost all who come to
God by him. Here is a Priest who is able to save and able to
help!

Our Lord’'s presence in heaven is a perpetual and just
intercession for the people he represents. His plea before God
is his blood; and his plea is effectual. On the basis of his one
sacrifice for sin, our great High Priest perpetually asks three
things for his people, three things which cannot be denied
him: (1.) The salvation of those sinners for whom his blood
was shed at Calvary. (2.) The non-imputation of sin to his
weak, helpless, sinful people. (3.) The everlasting glorification
of all his own. Child of God, read the 17th chapter of John’s
gospel, and rejoice in the on-going, perpetual intercession of
your Advocate and great High Priest, the Lord Jesus Christ.

A Help In Time Of Need

The Son of God, our great Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, is
our Help and our Shield. He helps us in time of need by
meeting our needs. He promises in every time of trial and
temptation that he will be with us, that he will help us, and that
he will deliver us.(Isa. 43:1-5; 1 Cor. 10:13). He gives us
strength to withstand the tempter's power. He gives us
consolation in the midst of trial. He who has sacrificed people
and nations for our souls’ good will not fail to deliver us from
all evil at the appointed time.

A Blessing Bestowed

Christ, our great High Priest, helps us by effectually conferring
upon us and communicating to us the blessings of his grace,
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based upon his sacrifice for sin (Num. 6:24-26). Aaron pointed
to the blood upon the mercy-seat; but Christ points us to his
own blood and to himself (the true Passover and true Mercy-
Seat), and speaks words of comfort to our hearts, assuring us
of his acceptance as our Priest and our acceptance with God
in him.

A Throne to Supplicate

It is the privilege and responsibility of those who are tempted
to call upon Christ for help and relief. The word “succor”
implies a call for help. It is help for those who call. Do you
need help? Does it seem that Satan has you in his grasp? Are
you tempted and tried? Are you weak and helpless? Christ is
a great High Priest for men and women like you. He bids you
to call upon him in time of need, and promises help to all who
do (Heb. 4:15-16).

Hebrews 3:1-6

“The Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ
Jesus”

The Lord Jesus Christ is a faithful Savior, worthy of our
implicit faith, confidence, and consecration. If you are yet
without Christ, you are yet under the wrath of God. You may
have many excellent qualities. You may possess much. But
you lack the one thing needful. You do not yet believe. You
are yet without faith in Christ. Without Christ, you are without
life, without atonement, without righteousness, without God,
without hope! It is my prayer that you will now consider Christ
for yourself, look him over, observe him fully, discover who he
is, and trust him for the glory of God and your soul's
everlasting salvation. God help you, now, for Christ's sake, to
trust him. But this text is specifically written to those who are
here called “holy brethren.” You and | must always consider
Christ, look him over fully, discover who he is, and trust him.
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In these verses, the Holy Spirit shows us the glory and pre-
eminence of Christ over Moses and the law represented by
him.

A Description of God’s People

Here is a description of God’s people — “Holy Brethren” (v. 1).
Believers are holy, not because of their birth or because of
any merit in them, but because of the sanctification of the Holy
Spirit (Eph. 1:4; 5:27; Col. 1:22).

We are brethren because we have been adopted by one
Heavenly Father, into one holy family, indwelt by one Holy
Spirit, given one nature, and heirs of one great, holy
inheritance with Christ, the firstborn among many brethren
(Gal. 4:6-7; 1 John 3:1). We are brethren of “one Lord, one
faith, and one baptism.”

We are also partakers of “the heavenly calling”, because
we have been called to life and faith in Christ by the
irresistible power and almighty grace of God the Holy Spirit.

This call of God is called “the heavenly calling” with good
reason. It is issued from heaven. We are called to Christ, who
is in heaven. And it is to heaven that we are called.

The Scriptures make it clear that there is both an effectual
call and a general call. All men receive a general call (or
warning) through nature (Rom. 1:18-20), by conscience (Rom
2:14,15), and by providence (Amos 4:6-12); but God’s elect,
all who have been redeemed by the precious blood of Christ,
receive an effectual, irresistible, almighty, saving call (Luke
19:5; Gal. 1:15; 2 Tim. 1:9).

“Am | called? And can it be? Has my Savior
chosen me?

Guilty, wretched as | am, Has He named my
worthless name?

Vilest of the vile am |, Dare | raise my hopes so
high?
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Am | called? | dare not stay, May not, must not
disobey:

Here | lay me at Thy feet, Clinging to the mercy-
seat:

Thine | am, and Thine alone; Lord, with me Thy
will be done.

Am | called? What shall | bring As an offering to
my King?

Poor, and blind, and naked I, Trembling at Thy
footstool lie;

Nought but sin I call my own, Nor for sin can sin
atone.

Am | called? An heir of God! Washed,
redeemed, by precious blood!

Father, lead me in Thy hand, Guide me to that
better land

Where my soul shall be at rest, Pillowed on my
Savior’s breast.”

A Description of Our Savior

Here is a description of our great Savior, too. “Consider,” or
take a good look at, “the Apostle and High Priest of our
profession, Christ Jesus.” This is he whom we confess as our
Lord and Savior, whom we profess to trust and follow. Let us
ever consider him.

He is “the Apostle of our profession,” the Messenger of our
faith, the Messenger of the covenant, the One sent of God to
preach the gospel of redemption (Isa. 61:1; Luke 4:18) and to
secure the salvation of his people by his obedience and death
(Rom. 5:19; Heb. 9:26-28).

He is also called “the High Priest of our profession”,
because he has entered and resides in the holiest with his
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own blood atonement. There he intercedes for us with the
Father (Heb. 9:11, 12, 24; 10:19-22).

The Lord Jesus Christ is Jehovah’s faithful Servant, "Who
was faithful to him that appointed him, as also Moses was
faithful in all his house." (v. 2). The Jews esteemed Moses
most highly, as the servant of God by whom the law was
given at Mt. Sinai. But Moses was only a man, a sinful man.
Christ is God'’s perfect Servant, completely, perfectly obedient
in all things. Moses was typical and representative of him. The
point Paul is making here is the fact that Christ is far greater
and more glorious than Moses.

Moses was faithful to the trust and responsibility put upon
him by God. The whole house of Israel was committed to his
charge and care. So, too, Christ, as our Mediator and Surety,
had all God’s elect given to him, trusted to his hands from
eternity (Eph. 1:12). As our Surety, he became responsible for
us to bring us to glory. This he shall do. “He shall save his
people from their sins” (Matt. 1:21). The Good Shepherd will
bring all his sheep safely into his fold (John 10:16). “He shall
not fail.” The Lord Jesus Christ shall accomplish all that he
was given to do (Isa. 42:1-4; John 6:37-39).

Hebrews 3:1
Consider Christ

This is the one standard by which we should endeavor in all
things and at all times to govern our lives for the glory of God.
This is the one thing which ought to motivate and inspire,
encourage and strengthen us, as we endeavor to walk with
God and serve our generation by the will of God. May God the
Holy Spirit inscribe these words upon our hearts and make
this the rule of our lives — “Consider the Apostle and High
Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus.” Consider Christ.
Always, in all things, and above all things, consider Christ.
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Before you make any decision, before you do anything, before
you go anywhere, consider Christ.

His Person

Always remember and give consideration to who he is. The
Lord Jesus Christ is God, our Savior. He is our merciful and
faithful High Priest. He always bears us upon his heart,
making intercession for us in heaven. He does all things for
us, rules all things for us, and disposes of all things for us. He
never ceases to consider us, his people. Let us, therefore,
consider him.

His Sacrifice

Ever consider what the Son of God has done for you. He has
saved us by his grace. We are the objects of his electing love
and immutable grace. He loved us when we hated him. He
came to us when we would not and could not come to him. He
wanted us when we did not want him. But, above all, child of
God, ever hold this fact in sacred memory and consider it well:
The Son of God loved us and gave himself for us. He laid
down his life for us, bearing our sin in his body on the tree,
that we might live forever with him, without sin!

Our Debt

Consider this, too: We owe him everything! All that we are, all
that we have, all that we hope for is because of him. We have,
in our baptism, acknowledged that we are his. Let us never
fail to remember that fact. Considering Christ, let us
unceasingly consecrate ourselves to him, and to him alone.

His Will

What is my Master’s will? Nothing is more important to a
faithful servant. Ever seek grace to know and do that which is
the Savior's will. Consider Christ, and gladly surrender all
things to him, to do his will.
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His Glory

What is best for his glory, the interests of his kingdom, the
service of the gospel, and the welfare of his people? It is
impossible to separate the glory of Christ from the interests of
his kingdom, the service of the gospel, and the welfare of his
people. If the consideration of these things is the dominant
concern of our hearts, we will not greatly err in our behavior.

Hebrews 3:1
“The Heavenly Calling”

There are some people in this world described by the Holy
Spirit as “the called” (Rom. 1:6; 8:28). Those who are the
called of Jesus Christ are God’'s elect, those sinners
redeemed by the precious blood of Christ, who have been
saved by his almighty, irresistible grace. All the rest of the
elect shall be called, but those who are saved are “the called”,
called from death to life, from unbelief to faith in Christ.

The Means of the Call

All who are privileged to hear the gospel preached are called
externally, by the preaching of the gospel. But those who are
saved, “the called” have been called internally, effectually, and
irresistibly by God the Holy Spirit. “The called” are like the
Thessalonian saints. Their election, redemption, and calling is
made manifest by the fact that the Word of God has come to
them, not in word only, “but also in power, and in the Holy
Ghost, and in much assurance” (! Thess. 1:5). There is no
effectual call of grace apart from the preaching of the gospel.
Yet, the preaching of the gospel will never produce life and
faith in Christ without the effectual call of God the Holy Spirit.
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The Result of the Call

Salvation comes to chosen, redeemed sinners in the
experience of grace by the almighty, irresistible, effectual call
of God the Holy Spirit. It is this call of which David sang, when
he said, “Blessed is the man whom thou choosest, and
causest to approach unto thee” (Ps. 65:4). This is the call the
Apostle Paul was talking about when he said, “God separated
me from my mother's womb, called me by his grace, and
revealed his Son in me” (Gal. 1:15-16) Paul was talking about
this internal, effectual call when he wrote to Timothy, in 2
Timothy 1:9-11, saying, God "hath saved us, and called us
with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according
to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ
Jesus before the world began, But is now made manifest by
the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who hath abolished
death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through
the gospel: Whereunto | am appointed a preacher, and an
apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles."

The Character of the Call

Whenever the Apostle Paul speaks of this call, he seems to
be so overwhelmed by it. He seems to be in such awe of it
that he cannot find words sufficient to describe it. He calls it...

“An Holy Calling” (2 Tim. 1:9).

“The High Calling of God” (Phil. 3:14).
“The Calling of God” (Rom. 11:29).
“Your Calling” (1 Cor. 1:26; Eph. 4:4).
“The Heavenly Calling” (Heb. 3:1).

Hebrews 3:1
Effectual Calling

What is this call of God by which God’s elect are saved? What
is this heavenly calling of which we have been made
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partakers by the grace of God? It is described in many ways
in doctrinal and theological works: The Internal Call - The
Effectual Call - The Irresistible Call - The Call of Grace. All
those terms are good and accurate. But it is best described in
the words of Holy Scripture. This is how God the Holy Spirit
describes the call of grace by which chosen, redeemed
sinners are brought to life and faith in Christ.

Darkness to Light

This internal, effectual, saving call of grace is a call out of
gross darkness into God’s marvelous light. "But ye are a
chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a
peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him
who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light"
(1 Pet. 2:9). As in the creation of the world, God commanded
the light to shine out of darkness, so in the new creation of
grace God the Holy spirit shines in our hearts to give the light
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ (2 Cor. 4:6). “When the apostle Paul was called by
grace, a light surrounded him, as an emblem of that internal
light which was sprung in him. After that, there fell from his
eyes, as it had been scales, as a token of the removal of his
former darkness and ignorance” (John Gill).

Engulfed in Gross Darkness

Before God saved us, we were like all other men, engulfed in
the gross darkness of our own depraved hearts and spiritual
ignorance. God’s elect, in their state of nature, before they are
converted, are just like all other men, totally ignorant of all
things spiritual (John 3:#). Though chosen of God and
redeemed by the blood of Christ, we were totally ignorant of
God’s character, our sin, Christ's person and work, the
righteousness of God, the atonement of Christ, the providence
of God, the Scriptures, the gospel, and the Spirit of grace. We
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knew absolutely nothing of God, or of faith in his Son, or of
eternal life.

Spiritual Understanding

Now, by the effectual call of God the Holy Spirit, the eyes of
our understanding have been opened, we are now made to
see the light and walk in the light, as the children of the light.
God’s people are children of light. They no longer grope about
in darkness. They have the unction of the Spirit, causing them
to know all things. Believers have the mind of Christ, enabling
them to understand all things (Pro. 28:5; 1 Cor. 2:15-16; 1
John 2:20). Believers understand the truth, believe the truth,
and receive the love of the truth. There is no such thing as a
believer who despises revealed truth concerning God and his
ways, himself and his sin, Christ and his atonement, or grace
and salvation

Being taught of God, born of his Spirit, enlightened by his
grace, saved sinners have the ability to distinguish things that
differ. They know the difference between grace and works.
They know the difference between free grace and free will.
We have been called out of darkness into God’'s marvelous
light. We no longer grope about in darkness. “We walk in the
light, as he is in the light.” And walking in the light, we both
have fellowship with all who walk in the light and the
assurance that we are partakers of God’s grace and salvation
in Christ (1John 1:7).

Hebrews 3:1
Effectual Calling (2)

The Word of God describes the call of God by which we are
saved as a call out of darkness into God’s marvelous light. In
Galatians 5:13, the Holy Spirit tells us that the call of grace is
acall...
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Unto Liberty.

“For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not
liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one
another.” We were by nature children of wrath, even as
others; but now, in Christ we are freed from all the curse and
condemnation of God’s holy law. We lived all the days of our
lives as home born slaves, under the dominion of sin; but
now, in Christ we have become the servants of righteousness.
We spent all our days under the power and influence of
Satan; but we are now Christ’s free men.

How | thank God for the blessed liberation of grace! Satan,
like a strong man armed, held me in a bondage worse than
that of Egypt. Grace has set me free (Deut. 4:31-39; 6:20-23).
We who believe have been called unto liberty, even “the
glorious liberty of the sons of God”!

Unto Fellowship.

Not only have we been called out of bondage and into liberty,
we have been called into the blessed liberty of intimate, sweet
fellowship with the Triune God in our all-glorious Savior, the
Lord Jesus Christ! "God is faithful, by whom ye were called
unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord" (1 Cor.
1:9).

God calls his people to abandon the world for Christ.
Those who are called of God are called to forsake family and
friend, like Abram, and follow Christ. We have been, and are
continually called by our God, to “love not the world, neither
the things that are in the world.” Being called of God, let us
forever abandon and never again seek the riches of the world,
the recognition of the world, or the religion of the world Deut.
7:2-6, 25-26; 2 Cor. 6:14-7:1; Rev. 18:4).

This is no great sacrifice. “The heavenly calling” of which
we are now partakers brings us into far better company than
we ever knew before. We now have access to and
communion with God the Father, God the Son, and God the
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Holy Spirit and blessed fellowship with his saints on earth, and
even with his saints in heaven (Heb. 12:22-23). God’s house
is open to us. The Lord’s table is open to us. The very throne
of God is open to us. What great privileges! We have been
called into fellowship with the eternal God!

Hebrews 3:1
Effectual Calling (3)

God the Holy Spirit calls sinners out of darkness into his
marvelous light. He has called us out of bondage unto liberty
in Christ. We have been called, by immaculate mercy, into the
fellowship of God’s dear Son. And God has called us...

To Peace.

"But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or a
sister is not under bondage in such cases: but God hath
called us to peace” (1 Cor. 7:15). The call of God is a call to
internal peace, peace of mind and peace of conscience; to
which all men are utter strangers by nature. There is no peace
to the wicked: but God has called us to peace. He has
blessed us with it; with a peace which passes all
understanding; with peace in the midst of the tribulations of
the world; with a peace which the world can neither give nor
take away. Our peace is a peace which arises from the blood
and righteousness of Christ, and is part of that kingdom of
God which is within us, into which we are brought by our
heavenly calling. We have also been called to peace among
ourselves, and with all men. "Let the peace of God rule in your
hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body" (Col.
3:15). We have been called unto peace, and...

Unto Holiness.

"God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness"
(1 Thess. 4:7). The call of God is a holy calling. It is a call
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arising from upon a holy purpose -- The Purpose Of God! It is
a call based upon a holy principle -- Justice satisfied! It is a
call which has brought us into a holy position - Justified and
Sanctified in Christ! It is a call which makes us a holy people -
- “An Holy Nation!” -- “A Peculiar People!” -- “A Royal
Priesthood!”

John Gill wrote, with regard to this call of God’s elect,
“They are called out of a state of unholiness and sinfulness,
into a state of holiness and righteousness; for being created
anew in righteousness and true holiness, and created in
Christ Jesus to good works, they are called to the exercise of
them; to live holily, soberly, righteously, and godly, in this
present evil world; ‘God hath not called us unto uncleanness,
but unto holiness’, (1 Thess. 4:7) and ‘hath called us to glory
and virtue’ (2 Pet. 1:3), to glorious acts of virtue and
goodness, becoming the nature of their call, and of him that
has called them; ‘As he which hath called you is holy’ (1 Pet.
1:15).”

We have been called unto holiness. Let us ever seek to
walk in holiness for the glory of our holy Lord God, and the
honor of the gospel, by the power and grace of his Holy Spirit.

Hebrews 3:1
Effectual Calling (4)

Those who are “the called” are a people who have been
called by almighty, irresistible grace out of darkness into light,
out of bondage into liberty, out of turmoil into peace, out of
enmity into the fellowship of God’s dear Son, and out of sin
unto holiness. In Galatians 1:6, we are told that God has also
called us...

Into The Grace Of Christ.

"I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called
you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel.” We have
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been call by the grace of Christ. We have been called by the
instrumentality of the gospel of the grace of Christ. We have
been called into the blessed experience of the grace of Christ.
We have been called to be partakers of and to enjoy all the
blessings of the grace of Christ.

Salvation is, in its totality, a matter of pure, free, sovereign,
unconditional, immutable grace. Let sinners rejoice! The
salvation of our souls does not depend upon the works of our
hands, the emotions of our hearts, the feelings we have, or
the feelings we lack, or even the exercise of our wills.
“Salvation is of the Lord!” He who has called us by his grace
has called us...

Unto His Kingdom And Glory.

"That ye would walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto
his kingdom and glory" (1 Thess. 2:12). Believer, God has
called you to a glory which is a kingdom. He has called you
into the possession of the kingdom of grace here, a kingdom
which can never be taken away from you. And he has called
you to inherit a kingdom of glory hereafter. “The Lord will give
grace and glory.” This kingdom and the glory of it are not
things we earn, but gifts of God’s free grace in Christ. This
kingdom and glory to which he has called us is an everlasting
kingdom and everlasting glory. We have been called by the
grace of God “To the obtaining of the glory of the Lord Jesus
Christ” (2 Thess. 2:14), and obtain it we shall (Col. 3:4).

All who are called are “called in one hope of their calling”
(Eph. 4:4). All who are called have the same “promise of
eternal inheritance” (Heb. 9:15; 1 Pet. 1:3-4). All who are
called are called to and have been given the same glory for
their eternal inheritance (John 17:22)

Here is a call which falls from the lips of the Son of God
himself. May God the Holy Spirit will make it irresistibly
effectual to all who read these lines by his almighty grace.
This is indeed “the heavenly calling”. May God make you a
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partaker of it, for Christ's sake. "Come unto me, all ye that
labour and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest. Take my
yoke upon you, and learn of me; for | am meek and lowly in
heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is
easy, and my burden is light.” Come to Christ, and he will give
you rest. Take the yoke of Christ upon you, learn of him, and
you shall find rest for your soul. His yoke is easy, and his
burden is light.

Hebrews 3:1
“Holy Brethren, Partakers of the Heavenly Calling”

Here are three words by which God the Holy Spirit describes
every child of God in this world and in the world above: --
“holy” — “brethren” — “partakers.” With these three words, the
Spirit of God tell us three things about all true believers, three
things which characterize all who trust the Lord Jesus Christ.

“Holy”

All true believers are “holy.” None are holy by nature. None
make themselves holy by something they will, do, or
experience. Believers understand this. All who have
experienced the grace of God in salvation know, and gladly
confess that Christ is “THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.”
Our holiness is a holiness bestowed upon us by grace alone.
It is the perfect righteousness of Christ imputed to us in
justification and imparted to us in sanctification.

We are made holy by having the righteousness of Christ
made ours. That is the work of God alone. God’s great work of
justification took place outside us, without our aide. Just as
Christ was made to be sin for us, though he did no sin, we are
made the righteousness of God in him, though we can do
nothing righteous (Rom. 5:17-19; 2 Cor. 5:21).

In sanctification, in the new birth, God the Holy Spirit
creates a new man within. He makes those who are the
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recipients of grace to be partakers of the very nature of Christ.
He plants within that holy nature which is born of God (2 Pet.
1:4; 1 John 3:6-9). This new nature, this new man, that which
is begotten of God in us is “Christ in you, the hope of glory.”

“Brethren”

All who are born of God are “brethren.” Believers, all true
believers are brethren. They are all born of God. We all have
one Father. We are all partakers of one Spirit. We all share a
common hope. We all have one Elder Brother. We are all
members of one blessed family, washed in the blood of Christ,
and robed in his righteousness.

e Being brethren in Christ, we all believe the same
gospel, seek the same things, worship at the same
Altar, and are motive by the same things — the will
and glory of God.

e Being brethren, we love one another, forgive one
another, encourage one another, and support one
another. Our common bond is blood, the blood of
Christ. Our unifying principle is the glory of God.
Our strength is the unity of the Spirit.

“Partaker of the Heavenly Calling”

There are some people in this world described by the Holy
Spirit as “The Called” (Rom. 1:6; 8:28). Those who are the
called of Jesus Christ are God's elect, those sinners
redeemed by the precious blood of Christ, who have been
saved by his almighty, irresistible grace. All the rest of the
elect shall be called, but those who are saved are “the called”,
called from death to life, from unbelief to faith in Christ.

All who are privileged to hear the gospel preached are
called externally, by the preaching of the gospel. But those
who are saved, “the called” have been called internally,
effectually, and irresistibly by God the Holy Spirit. “The called”
are like the Thessalonian saints. Their election, redemption,
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and calling is made manifest by the fact that the Word of God
has come to them, not in word only, but in the power of the
Holy Ghost.

Hebrews 3:3-6
Christ Greater than Moses

Because Christ is greater than Moses, he is worthy of greater
glory than Moses. Religion magnifies men, things, creeds,
works, history, and rituals. The Book of God magnifies Christ.

Verse 3 -- "For this man was counted worthy of more glory
than Moses, inasmuch as he who hath builded the house hath
more honour than the house.”

Our Lord Jesus is considered worthy of much greater
honour than Moses because Christ is the Builder of his house,
the church. Moses is just part of the house, like we are. Christ
and Moses are not to be compared, any more than the builder
of a house is to be regarded on the same level as the house.
Moses (the law) was but a servant. Christ is the Son, the Lord,
the Heir (John 9:28,29; 5:45-47). Moses (the law) is of no
value unless he is put in his proper place as Christ's servant.

Verse 4 — “For every house is builded by some man; but
he that built all things is God.”

A house does not build itself. Someone conceives the
idea, draws the plans, and erects the building. The Planner
and Builder of all things is our God. This is a plain declaration
of Christ’s divinity. The Holy Spirit here states, in the most
unmistakable terms possible, that the man Christ Jesus is
God. The reference here is to the building of the church and
kingdom of God, or the body of believers (Matt. 16:18; 1 Peter
2:5). All God's elect, Abraham, lIsaac, Jacob, and even
Moses, all the prophets, all the apostles, all believers are built
by and upon Christ and receive all their gifts from him (1 Cor.
3:4-9).
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Verse 5 — “And Moses verily was faithful in all his house,
as a servant, for a testimony of those things which were to be
spoken after.”

Moses, the Lord’s servant, was faithful. He served the Lord
with fear, reverence and obedience in all that God called him
to do. Yet, his entire life and ministry was a prophecy and type
of Christ. And all his writings spoke as a testimony to Christ.
He wrote of Christ, he spoke of Christ, and he erected the
tabernacle, the greatest type and picture of Christ (Lk.
24:44,45; 1 Pet. 1:9-12).

Verse 6 — “But Christ as a Son over his own house; whose
house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing
of the hope firm unto the end."

The Lord Jesus Christ, too, is Jehovah’s Servant, but not a
servant like Moses. Christ is the Son, the Master and the Heir
of all things. “Whose house are we.” All who trust Christ
(whether Jews or Gentiles) are living stones, built up a
spiritual house in whom Christ dwells by faith and over whom
he reigns (Col. 2:9,10; 1 Cor. 1:30), “If we hold fast the
confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end.”
These words are not to be understood as a condition of grace,
salvation, and sonship. They do not indicate that the sons of
God might, after all, depart from Christ. Not at all. — These
words are written to distinguish between genuine believers,
born and taught of God, and counterfeit professors. True
believers will continue. False professor stones will fall (1 John
2:19; Matt. 10:22; Col. 1:20-23). All is not gold that glitters;
and they are not all Israel who are of Israel.

Hebrews 3:6-14
“Whose house we are, if...”

The children of Israel were led out of the darkness and
bondage of Egypt by the hand of Moses. The Lord God did
many miraculous things before their eyes. Time and again he
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performed mighty works on their behalf. He defeated their
enemies. He fed them with manna. He gave them water out of
the rock. By day and by night he led them, comforted them,
and protected them. For forty years the Israelites had seen
the hand of the Lord in all their affairs. They murmured and
complained. But God was merciful and long suffering.

At last the nation stood within sight of Canaan. Many had
fallen already in unbelief. But these people had persevered up
to the very brink of victory and rest. Yet, at the last, with the
promise in sight, we are told that their “carcasses fell in the
wilderness”. At the last, “They could not enter in because of
unbelief.”

In another place, Paul tells us that “All these things
happened unto them for examples: and they are written for
our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.
Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he
fall.”

Perseverance

In other words he says to us, “Be not high-minded, but fear:
for if God spared not the natural branches, take heed, lest he
also spare not thee.” Paul is telling us that it is necessary that
we persevere in the faith. It is not the person who begins and
lives for a long while in faith who is saved and enters into
glory. It is the person who begins, and lives, and dies in faith
who enters into eternal rest. Not everyone who says to Christ,
“Lord, Lord,” is saved; but those who do the will of God,
believing on Christ, and enduring in that faith to the end.

The purpose of God the Holy Spirit in this third chapter of
Hebrews is to show us the necessity of persevering faith. He
is telling us that we must go on, steadfast in the faith. If we do
not, if we forsake Christ, like those Jews who fell in the
wilderness, we will perish and miss eternal glory.
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Eternal Security

I know that all true believers are eternally saved. Not one of
God's elect shall ever perish. No true believer will ever cease
to believe. No true follower of Christ will ever cease to follow
Christ (Ecc. 3:14; John 10:28).

False Faith

Still, all is not gold that glitters; and all who profess faith do not
have real faith. Therefore, | am compelled to constantly
examine myself; and in faithfulness to you, | must warn you
that there is such a thing as false faith, by which multitudes
are deceived.

Many people have a temporary faith which seems, to all
outward appearance, real. But in the end they are found
among the damned (Matt. 13:18-23). Nothing is more
dangerous than a false faith which produces carnal,
presumptuous security. True peace is most blessed; but false
peace is most deadly.

Let me be very clear. The Word of God emphatically
teaches the eternal security of God’s elect and the final
perseverance of the saints. True believers shall never cease
to be true believers. But | do not know, nor can any man
know, how near a person may come to the character of a true
believer and yet perish.

| take the warnings of Holy Scripture seriously (Heb. 6:4-6;
10:26, 29, 38; 2 Pet. 2:20-22; John 15:1-7; 2 Pet. 3:17; Heb.
3:12). | know that many who once appeared strong in the faith
have, in the end, left the faith (1 Tim. 1:18-20). Therefore, I
am compelled to be honest, sincere, and diligent to make my
calling and election sure (1 Cor. 9:27). Let us consider these
things seriously.
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A Question

Are we truly born of God? Are we true believers? Do we have
the faith of God's elect? Or, are we simply deceiving
ourselves with carnal security? | would do nothing to shake
the true assurance of any child of God. But, somehow, if you
are deceived, if | am deceived, | pray that God will make us to
know it and cause us to seek the faith of God's elect. | am
quite certain that the man is much more likely to seek God's
salvation who knows that he is naked, and poor, and
miserable, than the man who says, “I am rich and increased
with goods.”

There is a difference between faith and assurance. | know
that many say, "If you doubt, you're damned." Others tell us,
"If you don't doubt you're damned." For my own part, | would
rather go to heaven doubting the sincerity and truthfulness of
my own heart and my faith in Christ, than go to hell
presuming.

The Thing to Examine

The thing to be examined is not “What have | experienced?”
or “What have | done?” or “What do | feel?” or “How do | live?”
This issue is “whether ye are in the faith” (2 Cor. 13:5). The
one issue to be determined is this — Do I, or do | not, trust
Christ alone for my acceptance with God? Do | trust Christ's
blood alone to atone for my sins, or am | yet trying to atone for
my own sins. Do | trust Christ's obedience alone for my
righteousness before God, or am | yet trying to establish a
righteousness of my own? If Christ is not all in all as the
solitary object of our faith, as the solitary object of our trust,
we are not yet in the faith.

Hebrews 3:7-11
Our Great High Priest
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"Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his
voice, Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the
day of temptation in the wilderness: When your fathers
tempted me, proved me, and saw my works forty years.
Wherefore | was grieved with that generation, and said, They
do alway err in their heart; and they have not known my ways.
So | sware in my wrath, They shall not enter into my rest.)"

There are many, very many, who, while professing faith in
Christ, yet perish in unbelief. In these verses, the Spirit of God
identifies unbelief as the greatest of all evils and gives us a
strong warning against it by example (Ps. 95:7-11).

The Israelites professed to be and were called God's
people, but they were a rebellious, murmuring, unbelieving
people. "Now all these things happened unto them for
ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon
whom the ends of the world are come” (1 Cor. 10:11). Four
things are here stated about the unbelieving Jews who
perished in the wilderness under the wrath of God. Let us lay
them to heart and be warned.

Those who perished, perished because they would not
hear God’s voice as he spoke to them by Moses. God speaks
to us by his Son. He declares, “This is my beloved Son, hear
ye him” (Heb 1:1-2). God has given us greater light than he
gave the Jews. If we perish, as they did, in unbelief, ours will
be the greater condemnation.

Those men and women perished because they hardened
their hearts. There is a natural hardness of heart with which
we are all born; but this text speaks of a willful, deliberate,
voluntary hardness of heart, a hardness of heart that is
acquired by the rejection of truth, despising the light of the
gospel and the warnings of Holy Scripture, by a willful
continuance in rebellion and unbelief (Matt. 11:20-24; Pro.
29:1).

Those who perished in the wilderness perished because
they dared to defy God. They tried his patience, despised his
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and long-suffering, and murmured against his providence.
Though they had seen his goodness, lived upon his
provisions, enjoyed his protection, and witnessed his miracles
for forty years, still, they believed him not.

God was grieved with that nation. They wearied him with
their sins, displeased him with their unbelief, and provoked
him to anger with their complaints. He therefore declared that
they could not enter into the land of Canaan, the promised
land of rest. So, too, all who harden their hearts against the
gospel of God'’s free and sovereign grace in Christ shall be
forever shut out of heaven by their unbelief.

Hebrews 3:12-19
Sovereign Grace lllustrated

A Warning

Verse 12 "Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you
an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God."

This warning is given to all who hear the gospel and
profess to believe it, to all who profess to be God’s people.
We must not follow the example of those who perished in the
wilderness and miss Christ, who is our Rest and in whom
alone rest is found. Unbelief was the first sin of man and is the
mother sin. Unbelief is a willful denial of the Word of God, a
declaration that God himself is a liar, one not fit to be believed
(1 John 5:10-13). Unbelief shuts people out of the kingdom of
God (Mark 16:16).

An Admonition

Verse 3:13 "But exhort one another daily, while it is called To
day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of
sin."

Believers should constantly endeavor to encourage one
another in the faith, exhort one another to perseverance,

96



Discovering Christ In Hebrews Don Fortner

instruct one another in the gospel. Perhaps you ask, “How can
we do this?” We encourage, exhort, and teach one another in
the house of God, worshipping, praying, and praising God
together (Heb. 10:24, 25). As we study the Scriptures, in
private and sitting under the ministry of the Word, we learn the
things of God and have that with which to assist others in
knowing God (1 Peter 2:2; 2 Tim. 3:14--17). In our daily
conversation with one another, we ought to talk together
about heavenly things and less about foolish, earthly things.
When we see signs of indifference and worldliness, we ought
to warn one another about the cares of this world and the
deceitfulness of riches.

A Necessity

Now, look at verses 14-19. Here we are given an exhortation
to perseverance.

If we would enter into heaven, if we would obtain eternal
life, if we would at last enter into his rest, we must persevere
in faith, we must go on trusting Christ to the end (vv. 14-19).

Hebrews 3:14-19 "For we are made partakers of Christ, if
we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end;
(15) While it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden
not your hearts, as in the provocation. (16) For some, when
they had heard, did provoke: howbeit not all that came out of
Egypt by Moses. (17) But with whom was he grieved forty
years? was it not with them that had sinned, whose carcases
fell in the wilderness? (18) And to whom sware he that they
should not enter into his rest, but to them that believed not?
(19) So we see that they could not enter in because of
unbelief."

Verse 14 -- "For we are made partakers of Christ, if we
hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end.”

We patrticipate in the blessings and benefits of Christ only
by a genuine, persevering faith. True faith never quits. Those
who endure to the end shall be saved, no one else (Matt.
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10:20). True faith is not a temporary excitement; but a
permanent gift of grace (Rom. 11:29). We are given many,
many examples of false faith in the New Testament (John
2:23-25; 6:26; Acts 8:13, 18-21). Let us be warned. True faith
IS a genuine, God given, growing confidence in and
consecration to the Lord Jesus Christ (Col. 1:21-23; Heb.
10:38-39).

Verse 15 - 18 — “While it is said, To day if ye will hear his
voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation. For
some, when they had heard, did provoke: howbeit not all that
came out of Egypt by Moses. But with whom was he grieved
forty years? was it not with them that had sinned, whose
carcases fell in the wilderness? And to whom sware he that
they should not enter into his rest, but to them that believed
not?”

In verse 15 the Holy Spirit repeats the warning given in
verses 7-8, urging us not to harden our hearts. He makes this
repetition because we need it. Not all those Jews who
followed Moses out of Egypt perished in the wilderness, but
most did. And most who take up a profession of faith in this
age, and make a fair show in religious things for a while, soon
fall by the wayside and perish.

Though they had many evidences of God's goodness and
much light and truth, they did not believe God. Let us take
heed that we be not numbered among them. Let us be found
clinging to Christ, ever clinging to Christ, lest our carcasses be
found at last in this wilderness, lest we miss him at last.

Verse 3:19 -- "So we see that they could not enter in
because of unbelief.”

This is the summary of the whole matter. Those who
perished in the wilderness were not able to enter into the land
of rest because of unbelief. They were not willing to believe
God, to trust God, to rely on God. Unbelief shut them out
(Rom. 4:20-25; Heb. 2:1-3). Let us hear the warning here
given, and tenaciously cling to Christ.
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“Prone to wonder, Lord, | feel it,
Prone to leave the God | love!
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it,
Seal it for Thy courts above!"

Hebrews 4:1-4
“Let Us Fear”

We ought to fear, lest we also, after hearing the gospel and
professing to believe it, fall short of eternal life, like those
Jews who perished in the wilderness. “Let us therefore fear,
lest, a promise being left [us] of entering into his rest, any of
you should seem to come short of it.” (v. 1; 1 Cor. 10:12; Phil.
2:12). Let us not come up short of the promise of eternal life,
like those foolish virgins described by our Lord. Rather, let us
ever run with patience the race that is set before us, ever
looking to Christ, trusting his blood, seeking his
righteousness, seeking to know him (Phil. 3:7-14). May God
graciously make my heart pant for Christ, like David’s did, as
the hart pants after the water brook (Ps. 27:4; Phil. 3:10).

“For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto
them: but the word preached did not profit them, not being
mixed with faith in them that heard [it]” (v. 2). There is such a
divine authority which attends the preaching of the gospel that
the most solemn business on this earth is the business of
preaching it, and the business of hearing it (Rom. 10:13-20;
Pro. 1:23-33). The word preached must be mixed with faith,
received by faith, embraced in the arms of faith, or the word
preached is of no profit to our souls.

The gospel now preached to us was preached to the Jews
by Moses and Aaron, as it had been by Enoch, Noah, and
Abraham. It was preached to them by the types, promises,
sacrifices and examples constantly held before them. But it
did them no good. It did not save them nor profit them
because they did not believe God.
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“For we which have believed do enter into rest, as he said,
As | have sworn in my wrath, if they shall enter into my rest:
although the works were finished from the foundation of the
world” (v. 3). The rest spoken of here is the rest of faith in
Christ. It is rest from salvation by works, rest from the yoke
and burden of the law, rest from all human effort to gain God’s
favor. Believers have ease of heart, peace of conscience, and
comforting assurance, as we look to Christ alone for salvation.
This is rest indeed! God has sworn that those who believe
shall not perish (Matt. 11:28-30; Rom. 5:1; 8:1, 33-35).

“For he spake in a certain place of the seventh [day] on
this wise, And God did rest the seventh day from all his works”
(v. 4). Believers do not keep a seventh day sabbath as they
did in the Old Testament, or a first day sabbath as religious
legalists would have us do today. We keep a gospel sabbath,
the sabbath of rest in Christ. As God ceased from his own
works at the end of the first week, so we cease from our own
works when we trust Christ. As God rests in his love (Zeph.
3:17), so we rest , we sweetly acquiesce in our Savior, resting
in his blood and righteousness, goodness and grace, power
and providence, promise and person. Christ is our Sabbath.

Hebrew 4:1-16
“Let Us”

Hebrews four is a chapter about faith, the blessed rest of faith
in the Lord Jesus Christ. Yet, it is a chapter filled with
exhortations and admonitions, giving us very clear instructions
about our responsibilities. Faith in Christ is not a passive,
indifferent, or dormant thing. It a vital, living principle of grace.

When | was in college, my professor of homiletics and
pastoral theology used to tell us something every preacher
ought to always bear in mind. He repeated it almost every
time he talked to us about sermon preparation and preaching.
He said, “Men, where there is no summons there is no
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sermon.” In other words, every sermon preached ought to call
for action, not physical action, but moral, spiritual action. If a
sermon does not call for those who hear it to make some kind
of response to it, it is not much of a sermon. The same is true
of written expositions.

Four times in these sixteen verses we are given two words
of admonition. Four times the writer admonishes us, with
himself, to do something. Look at them with me.

Something to Fear

Here is something for us to fear. "Let us therefore fear, lest, a
promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of you
should seem to come short of it” (v. 1). We ought to fear
missing Christ. Christ is the “one thing needful.” We must
have him. If we have him, we have all. If we miss him, we
miss all. We must be washed in his blood, robed in his
righteousness, born of his Spirit, saved by his grace, united to
him by faith.

Something to Do

Look at verse 11. Here is something for us to do. "Let us
labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after
the same example of unbelief.” Let us labor that we may
cease from all labor. Faith is ceasing from our works. To trust
Christ is to quit trying to find acceptance with God by
something we do. It is to rely upon him alone for
righteousness, finding complete and perfect justification,
sanctification, and redemption in him.

Something to Hold

Here is something for us to hold. "Seeing then that we have a
great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the
Son of God, let us hold fast our profession” (v. 14). This we
must hold with a death grip, for life and death are the issues,
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eternal life and eternal death. Whatever we do, we must hold
Christ.

Somewhere to Go

Here is somewhere for us to go. "Let us therefore come boldly
unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find
grace to help in time of need.” In every time of need, at all
times, come to God your Father, who sits upon the throne of
grace, come through the merits of Christ your Savior, the
merits of his blood and righteousness, and get the mercy and
grace you need by the power of his Spirit.

Hebrews 4:3, 9-10
The Sabbath We Keep

Every sinner who believes on the Lord Jesus Christ keeps the
sabbath by faith, by entering into his rest. “For we which have
believed do enter into rest...There remaineth therefore a rest
to the people of God. For he that is entered into his rest, he
also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from his.”

We keep the sabbath of faith, a spiritual sabbath, not a
carnal one. We rest in Christ, trusting his finished work, by
faith entering into his rest. The believer’s life is a perpetual
keeping of the sabbath. None of us keeps it perfectly. Our
best faith in this world is still unbelief. But we do keep this
blessed sabbath rest sincerely, ever looking to Christ, ever
coming to Christ, ever resting in Christ. As the legal sabbath
of the Old Testament was a ceremonial picture of both the
rest and consecration of true faith, the sabbath we keep is a
sabbath of rest and consecration to God by faith in Christ.
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Rest

Our all glorious Christ gives rest to every sinner who comes to
him in faith. He says, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and
are heavy laden, and | will give you rest.”

“I heard the voice of Jesus say, ‘Come unto me
and rest,

Lay down, thou weary one, lay down Thy head
upon my breast.’

| came to Jesus as | was - Weary, and worn,
and sad:

| found in Him a resting place, And He has made
me glad!”

The Lord Jesus Christ has given and continually gives us
rest. In Christ we have the rest of complete pardon (Isa.
45:22; Eph. 1:6), perfect reconciliation (2 Cor. 5:17; Col. 1:20-
21), absolute security (John 10:27-30; Phil. 1:6; 1 Thess.
5:24), and special providence (Rom. 8:28).

Consecration

As the ceremonial sabbath portrayed a strict, universal
consecration to God, so this blessed sabbath of faith involves
the perpetual consecration of ourselves to our God and
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ (Matt. 11:29-30). Taking his
yoke, believers find rest. We keep the sabbath of faith when
we willfully, deliberately take the yoke of Christ. If you would
keep the sabbath, it involves much, much more than living in
religious austerity one day a week. To keep the sabbath is to
bow to Christ's dominion as Lord, willingly, learning of him
what to believe, how to live, what to do, and how to honor
God. To keep the sabbath is to bow to his will.

How can a troubled, weary, heavy laden, tempest tossed
sinner obtain this blessed sabbath rest? | can tell you, both
from experience and from the Word of God, there is only one
way you can enter into his rest. You've got to quit working!
You have to trust Christ alone for everything!
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Hebrews 4:3
The Blessed Rest of Faith

“We which have believed do enter into rest.”
Hebrews 4:3

Sabbath keeping is not a matter of indifference. It is not one of
those areas about which the Scriptures give no specific
instructions. In fact, the instructions given in the Word of God
about sabbath keeping are very specific and clear.

Like circumcision, the passover, and all other aspects of
legal, ceremonial worship during the Old Testament, the legal
sabbath day was established by our God to be a sign, picture,
and type of grace and salvation in Christ. This is not a matter
of speculation and guesswork. This is exactly what God says
about the matter in Exodus 31:13.

Because sabbath keeping was a legal type of our salvation
in Christ during the age of carnal ordinances, like the
passover and circumcision, once Christ came and fulfilled the
type, the carnal ordinance ceased.

Legal Ordinances Forbidden

In the New Testament, we are strictly and directly forbidden to
keep any of those carnal ordinances. In fact, we are plainly
told that those who attempt to worship God on the grounds of
legal ordinances are yet under the curse of the law. They
have not yet learned the gospel.

Circumcision is forbidden as an ordinance of divine
worship (Gal. 5:2,4). Those who have their babies sprinkled to
bring them into the church and kingdom of God, to seal them
into the covenant of grace, attempting to retain the carnal
ordinance of circumcision, whether they realize it or not, by
their act of sprinkling that child, deny the gospel of salvation
by grace alone. They deny the necessity of heart circumcision
by the Spirit of God.
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Passover observance is forbidden since Christ our
Passover has been sacrificed for us (1 Cor. 5:7). Those who
continue to offer up sacrifices to God, either for atonement or
penance, to gain a higher degree of divine favor or to prevent
his anger, by their sacrifices, deny that Christ's death at
Calvary was an effectual satisfaction for the sins of his people.
If something must be added to his blood and his
righteousness by us, then his blood and his righteousness are
totally useless.

In exactly the same way, those who attempt to sanctify
themselves by keeping a carnal sabbath, deny that Christ is
enough to give us perfect acceptance with the thrice holy
God. As Paul puts it in Colossians 2:23, they make an
outward show of spirituality and wisdom; but it is all will-
worship. Such pretenses of humility are nothing but the
satisfying of the flesh.

Not only that, the whole matter of sabbath keeping is
strictly forbidden by the Holy Spirit in Colossians 2:16-17.
Since the Lord Jesus Christ has, by his death at Calvary,
blotted out the handwriting of the ordinances that was against
us, since he nailed God’s broken law to the cross and put
away our sins, he alone is our Sabbath. We rest in him (Col.
2:16-17).

We do not keep a legal, ceremonial sabbath of any kind,
because it is specifically forbidden. All carnal sabbath
keeping, any form of it, is strictly forbidden on the basis of the
fact that in Christ all true believers are totally free from the law
(Rom. 7:4; 10:4).

The Gospel Sabbath

Yet, the New Testament does speak of a sabbath keeping
that remains for the people of God Heb. 4:9-11). It is written,
“We which have believed do enter into rest.” Believers keep
the sabbath by faith, only by faith, finding rest in Christ.
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Christ is our Sabbath. He is the One of whom the Old
Testament sabbath was a type and picture. Believers keep
the sabbath by trusting Christ. As those of the Old Testament
ceremonially ceased from their works on the sabbath day, so
the believing sinner, as he comes to Christ, ceases from his
own works.

Rest Given

The Son of God calls weary, heavy laden sinners to come to
him, encouraging us to do so with a great promise. — “Come
unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden,” he says, “and
| will give you rest” (Matt. 11:28).

Fallen man, in his proud self-righteousness, vainly
imagines that he can do something to commend himself to
God. Therefore, like the Jews of old, he goes about to
establish his own righteousness. But he can never atone for
past sins, cease from sin in the present, or perform any
perfectly good work. Therefore, his conscience is never
satisfied. Only when we cease to work and trust Christ alone
for all righteousness and redemption do we find rest. This is
the blessed rest of faith, a rest which the Son of God alone
can give, the rest he promises to give to all who come to him.
Come to Christ, and rest. We can never find rest for our souls
until we rest in him alone.

Hebrews 4:5-10
“There remaineth arest”

The seventh day rest was a typical day of rest. And the land of
Canaan was a typical land of rest. The unbelieving Jews did
not enter into Canaan but turned around and wandered in the
wilderness until they died. They never entered into God'’s rest.
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Some Must Enter

The multitudes perished in the wilderness, but the Word of
God did not and could not fall to the ground. Canaan must be
inhabited by Israel. Israel must possess the land of God’'s
promise. Therefore, God raised up Joshua (the type of Christ)
to do what Moses (the type of the law) could never do. And
Joshua led the chosen nation into the land of promised rest.

Don't miss this. — The type must be fulfiled! The Lord
Jesus Christ, our great Joshua, must and shall bring God’s
Israel into the blessed rest of eternal salvation, every one of
them. The covenant promise must and shall be fulfilled. Some
must enter into rest (vv. 5-6).

Today

“Again, he limiteth a certain day, saying in David, To day, after
so long a time; as it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice,
harden not your hearts” (v. 7). Nearly four hundred years
passed between Joshua’s day and David’s day; but the Word
of God was the same. And the day in which God speaks to us,
“Today,” is our day, the day of grace and salvation.

This seventh verse specifically speaks of this gospel day.
God set this day as the day when chosen sinners would enter
into this true rest which he promised by faith in Christ. Today,
this gospel day, is the day of salvation; now is the accepted
time. We have nothing to do with the legal, typical rests
(sabbath days) of the Old Testament. We now possess what
those days only pictured (Col. 2:16-17).

Joshua and Jesus

“For if Jesus had given them rest, then would he not afterward
have spoken of another day” (v. 8). Joshua’s name was
changed from Oshea (“Let God save”) to Joshua (“God shall
save”), when he was sent to spy out the land of Canaan
(Num. 13:16).
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The law may bring us into a dry, thorny, desolate
wilderness, where we may pray for a Savior and cry, “Let God
save.” But the gospel brings us into the land of rest and gives
us a Savior, Jesus, who is Jehovah our Righteousness!

Joshua is here called “Jesus” because his name in the Old
Testament means exactly the same thing as Jesus in the New
Testament, of whom he was a type. Yet, even the rest he
gave in Canaan was only a typical rest and spoke of another,
more glorious rest.

The Rest that Remains

“There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God” (v. 9).
The word “rest” here is “sabbath” or “a sabbath keeping.” This
rest is Christ our Sabbath, the sabbath rest we find in him.
Those sinners chosen of God in eternal election, for whom
Christ died, and to whom faith is given, those who believe on
the Son of God do enter into a spiritual rest. It will be perfect
rest in glory; but it is begun here. Heaven is but a perfection
and a continuation of what he begins in our hearts when he
brings us to faith (John 6:37-40).

All the sabbaths of the Old Testament, all those sabbaths
required by the law of God in the days of carnal, ceremonial
worship, were designed to portray this glorious gospel rest
and the rest of heaven that shall follow. Ours is a sabbath
without end.

As the Lord God ceased from his works (Gen. 2:2), so
God's elect, believing on the Lord Jesus Christ, have ceased
from our works, when we trust Christ. That is what the law of
the seventh day sabbath portrayed.

God also required Israel to keep a seven year sabbath,
during which the ground rested from its slavery, curse, and
toil, portraying that rest which shall soon come to God’'s
creation and his people (Rom. 8:20-21).

Then, the law required a seventh seven year sabbath,
every 49 years the whole land celebrated a year of jubilee.
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During that time all debts were discharged! -- All mortgages
were cancelled! -- All bondmen were set free! -- And all that
had been lost was restored!

Do you get the picture? Christ is our Sabbath. We rest in
him by faith, and by faith alone! That is exactly the
interpretation the Holy Spirit gives us in verse 10. -- “For he
that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own
works, as God [did] from his.”

This verse very clearly applies both to Christ and to his
people. The Lord Jesus Christ had a work to do in preaching
the gospel and in obtaining the salvation and redemption of
his people. This work was given to him and he finished it. He
ceased from these works, never to do them again. He is
seated in heaven, having entered his rest (Heb. 10:5-14), just
as we are told God ceased from the works of creation when
he had finished them.

This is exactly what every believer does when he comes to
Christ. We cease from a religion of works and rest in Christ.

Hebrews 4:9-10
The Gospel Sabbath

All those legal, ceremonial sabbaths of the Old Testament, all
those sabbaths required by the law of God in the days of
carnal, ceremonial worship, were designed to portray the
glorious gospel rest found in Christ and the rest of heaven that
shall follow, the sabbath into which Christ has entered and
that into which all God’s elect enter when as they trust him.
Ours is a sabbath without end.

The Weekly Sabbath

In the Old Testament, the Jews were required to keep a
weekly sabbath day (Saturday), as a typical picture of the
believer’s rest of faith in Christ (Ex. 31:13). As the Lord God
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ceased from his works, when he had finished his work of
creation, so the Jews were to cease from their works on the
seventh day of every week. So, too, we have ceased from our
works, when we trust Christ. That is what the law of the
seventh day sabbath portrayed: — Rest in Christ!

The Seven Year Sabbath

God also required Israel to keep a seven year sabbath, during
which the ground rested from its slavery, curse, and toil,
portraying that rest which shall soon come to God’s creation
and his people (Ex. 23:9-11; Rom. 8:20-21). It is called “the
year of release” because the bondmen were set free every
seventh year (Deut. 15:9; 31:10). — The seven year sabbath of
the law pictured the new creation. When Christ comes again,
he will deliver God’s creation from all the evil affects of sin, all
the curse brought upon it by sin.

The Jubilee Sabbath

Then, the law required a seventh seven year sabbath. Every
forty-nine years the whole land celebrated a year of jubilee
(Ex. 25:8-55). During that time all debts were discharged, all
mortgages were canceled, all bondmen were set free, and all
that had been lost was restored.

This year of jubilee is called “the year of liberty” (Ezek.
46:17). This Jubilee is that which Christ has both finished and
entered into as our Savior, and that which is proclaimed in the
gospel (Isa. 61:1-3; Luke 4:16-21). The gospel of Christ
proclaims liberty to sinners, perfect, complete, absolute,
everlasting liberty! In heavenly glory, God’s elect shall forever
enjoy total liberty from all sin and from all the euvil
consequences of sin (Rev. 21:3-5; 22:3-6). — This is the
Gospel Jubilee!

Hebrews 4:9-11
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Christ Has Entered His Rest

The word “rest,” which is used over and over and over in
Hebrews 3 and 4, means to repose back, to lay down, to be at
peace, to cease from work, to be at home. But, the word
translated “rest” in verse nine is an entirely different word. The
word here translated “rest” means sabbatism, or “a keeping of
a sabbath.”

The Holy Spirit here shows us how the Old Testament law
regarding the sabbath finds its fulfilment and complete
accomplishment in Christ. Hebrews 4 declares that all who
believe on the Son of God keep the sabbath by faith in him.

Christ’s Rest

Here we are told that The Lord Jesus Christ has entered into
his rest, and that his rest is glorious, because he has finished
his work (Isa. 11:10; 2 Cor. 5:17-21). Our Savior's rest in
heaven is glorious; his rest in heaven is his glory. As God the
Father rested on the seventh day, because his work of
creation was finished, so God the Son rested in the seventh
day of time and entered into his rest forever, because he has
finished his work of making all things new for his people
(Rom. 8:34; Heb. 10:10-14).

In Matthew 28:1, “In the end of the sabbath, as it began to
dawn toward the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene
and the other Mary to see the sepulchre.” The verse quite
literally reads, “In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn
toward the sabbath.” This is what that means -- When the
Lord Jesus Christ died at Calvary and rose again, the old
sabbath of the law ended and the new sabbath of grace
began!

Behold our exalted Savior! Do you see him seated yonder
upon his throne in heaven? There he sits in the undisturbed,
undisturbable serenity of his absolute sovereignty. His rest is
his glory (John 17:2; Phil. 2:9-11; Isa. 45:20-25). The fact that
our great Redeemer has entered into his rest declares he has
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finished his work (John 17:4; 19:30). He has, by his obedience
in life, brought in an everlasting righteousness. And, by his
obedience in death, the Son of God has obtained eternal
redemption for his people.

Salvation Sure

Because Christ has finished his work, the salvation of his
people is certain (Heb. 9:12). All his redeemed ones must
enter into his rest (Heb. 4:6). The works were finished before
the foundation of the world in God’s purpose (Rev. 13:8; Rom.
29-30). They were finished in time when the God-man took his
seat in heaven as our forerunner (Heb. 6:20). There is no
more work to be done. Christ did it all. Since he has finished
his work, he sat down in his glory. There he is resting! This is
what the sabbath days in the Mosaic economy pictured.

Hebrews 4:11-16
Labor to Quit Laboring

In the fourth chapter of Hebrews, we are called to rest in
Christ, to look to Christ alone for acceptance with God, to trust
him alone for wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and
redemption. This is what it is to truly keep the sabbath.

Verse 11 -- “Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest,
lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief.”

We must labor to quit laboring. There is nothing in all the
world more difficult, more contrary to our flesh, than this.
Without question, we all, if we enter into Christ’s rest, enter
into it by degrees. We have a constant struggle with self-
righteousness. Therefore, we must strive against that, the
most horrid of all sins, that we may rest in Christ.

Verse 12 -- “For the word of God [is] quick, and powerful,
and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and
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marrow, and [is] a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the

heart.”

It matters not whether we say the Word in this verse is
Christ or the Scriptures. What is said here is true of both the
written Word and the living Word. Pastor Henry Mahan, in his
Bible Class Commentary, explains the passage in this fourfold

way...

The Word is alive. The word “quick” is an old
English word for alive. This is a living Book, the
words of our living Redeemer (1 Peter 1:23-25;
James 1:18). The Word is the living seed.

The Word is powerful. Our Lord and his Word are
active and effectual. He spoke for the elect in the
council and covenant of grace (Heb. 7:22). He
spoke all things out of nothing in creation (Heb.
11:3; Gen. 1:6, 9). He spoke and revealed the
Father (John 14:10). He spoke and the dead came
forth (John 5:24, 25).

The Word is sharp as a two-edged sword. The
Word is an edge; it has no blunt side. It is alive all
over. You cannot come near the Word of God
without its having some effect on you (2 Cor. 2:14-
16). Our Lord comes “not to send peace but a
sword”, and that sword begins in our own souls,
wounding and killing. However, it kills nothing but
that which ought to be killed -- our pride, envy, lust
and sins.

The Word is piercing and can find its way
anywhere. Although the soul and spirit are invisible
and the joints and marrow are covered and hid, so
penetrating is the divine Word that it reaches the
most hidden and secret things of men and women.
It is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the
heart. Christ knows the heart and will make
manifest all that is therein by the Word (Lk. 16:15).
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Verse 13 -- “Neither is there any creature that is not
manifest in his sight: but all things [are] naked and opened
unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do.”

Christ, our Lord, is the omniscient God. Nothing is hidden
from him. By his word, he strips us naked and lays us open,
exposing the thoughts and intents of the heart. Believers
rejoice and find comfort in this, as Peter did (John 20:17),
even in the teeth of our sins. Unbelievers, hypocrites tremble
at the thought of our Lord’s omniscient discernment.

Verse 14 -- “Seeing then that we have a great high priest,
that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us
hold fast [our] profession.”

Our Lord Jesus Christ is a Priest like no other. All the
priests of the Mosaic economy were but typical priests. All
those who claim to be “priests” today are mere impostors. The
Lord Jesus Christ is the only real Priest there is. All the priests
of the Aaronic order died and, therefore, had successors.
Christ is our eternal Priest, and has no successor. All other
priests were but men of the earth and earthly. Christ is our
great High Priest in heaven. Moreover, he who is our great
High Priest is a Priest who is touched by that which touches
us.

Verse 15 -- “For we have not an high priest which cannot
be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all
points tempted like as [we are, yet] without sin.”

Our Lord Jesus Christ is a compassionate High Priest, one
who has been pierced by the very same things that pierce us.
He was tempted in all points like we are. Yet, he is a Priest
accepted in heaven, because he is a Priest without sin. Still
there is more. Christ is a Priest upon a throne, and his throne
is a throne of grace.

Verse 16 -- “Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne
of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in
time of need.”
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What reason we have to rest in him! If Christ is ours, we
have all that can be required to give us peace. Let us ever
come to him. Coming to him, we shall find rest for our souls
(Matt. 11:28-30). -- Come reverently, as unto God upon his
throne. -- Come freely, as to a friend. -- Come gladly to him
whose throne is the mercy-seat, the place of grace. -- Come
for the grace you need. -- Come to Christ, our great High
Priest, who sits upon the throne of grace, to dispense mercy
to his people, as often as you need it, in every time of need.

Hebrews 4:11
Labor To Rest

Self-righteousness is the horrid inclination of our proud flesh.
We all want to be saved by something we do. Most all
religious people talk about grace, and love to sing, “Amazing
grace! How sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me.”
But no sinner will naturally give up his own righteousness and
trust Christ alone for salvation.

Strive to Enter

If we would rest in Christ alone and be saved by the grace of
God that is in him, “we must lay aside the sin (self-
righteousness) which doth so easily beset us.” We must strive
to enter in at the strait gate, because we all want to walk in the
broad way.

If we would be saved, we must labor to quit working. We
must labor to enter into that great, eternal rest of glory with
Christ in heaven. “Let us labour therefore to enter into that
rest.”

“There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God.”
There is a great, eternal sabbath to be obtained. In heaven’s
glory we will enjoy an eternal remembrance of redemption, an
endless, perfect consecration to Christ, and everlasting rest.
This is the hope set before us.
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Some Must Enter

Some have already entered into that rest. “For he that is
entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works,
as God did from his.” | have already shown you how this
applies to Christ. But the text applies to Christ’s people, too. It
speaks of the rest into which God’s elect enter by faith here,
and in heavenly glory hereatfter.

Many could not enter in because of unbelief. Those who
have entered in have ceased from their own works. They have
quit trusting in themselves. They have quit trying to do
something to win God’s favor. There are some who “must
enter therein.” There is a great multitude, chosen in eternity
and redeemed at Calvary, who must and shall enter into this
rest.

Rest or Death

“Let us therefore labor (strive) to enter into that rest, lest any
man fall after the same example of unbelief!” This is what Paul
speaks of in Philippians 3:7-14. The penalty for not keeping
the sabbath is still death. We will either rest in Christ or die
under the wrath of God (John 3:36).

Hebrews 4:12-13
The Power of the Word

It is by the Word of God, specifically by the preaching of the
Word, the preaching of the Gospel, that God saves his elect
and instructs, directs, and comforts his saints. It is “the power
of God unto salvation” to all who believe (Rom. 1:16-17;
10:17; 1 Cor. 1:21-23; James 1:18; 1 Pet. 23-25). It is trough
the ministry of the Word that the Lord God gives consolation
and hope to his people and perfects his church (Rom. 15:4;
Eph. 4:11-16).
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Divinely Ordained Instrumentality

| realize that there are many who object to the fact that this
Book declares plainly that God saves sinners only by the
preaching of the gospel. They tell us that such doctrine limits
God's sovereignty. But the teachings of Scripture in these,
and many other passages, are crystal clear. — God has
sovereignly ordained the salvation of his elect; and he has
sovereignly ordained the means by which he will save them.
He chose us “unto salvation through the sanctification
(regenerating grace and effectual call) of the Spirit and belief
of the truth” (2 Thess. 2:13). That puts the matter beyond
dispute. It is not a debatable issue.

If God has purposed something, he has purposed all the
means necessary for its accomplishment. Why does the
farmer till his ground and sow his seed? He knows he cannot
cause seed to vegetate and grow. But he also knows that if
God gives the increase, it will be through the instrumentality of
these means, and that it is only in the use of these means that
he can hope to receive the increase.

We know that the means used (gospel preachers) to effect
the salvation of God's elect are, in themselves, utterly
powerless unless God makes their labors effectual by the
power of his Spirit. What encouragement was there for the
prophet Ezekiel to prophesy to the dry bones except this --
God had determined in connection with his preaching to give
them life. What encouragement do we have to preach the
gospel of Christ to those who are dead in trespasses and sins
except this: -- God has determined to give efficacy to the
Word of His grace.

God has a chosen people in this world; and, as the gospel
is the appointed means for effecting the salvation of his
chosen, he will send it to those whom he has purposed to
save. God had much people in Corinth. Therefore, he sent
Paul there to preach the gospel. And by the Word preached,
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chosen, redeemed sinners were born again and granted faith
in Christ.

A Matter of Great Importance

This is a matter of tremendous importance. God saves his
people by the Word of the Gospel. Yes, it is the gospel
preached, "By which ye are saved.” (1 Cor. 15:3; Eph. 1:13). It
is the naked, unadorned Word of God, plainly preached, by
which Satan is conquered, dead sinners are brought to life,
and our thoughts and imaginations are brought into captivity
to Christ. The Book of God, and the Book of God alone, is our
weapon of warfare (2 Cor. 10:3-5).

Let us never be so foolishly unbelieving that we try to
make the Word of God relevant. The fact of its existence
makes it relevant! It is utter unbelief, which compels
preachers, churches, and religious people to try, by varying
methods, to make the gospel effectual. It is God the Holy
Spirit alone who makes the gospel effectual. Our
responsibility, our only responsibility, our enormous
responsibility, is to make the gospel known in the generation
in which we live. “The power of God unto salvation” is not
religious programming, religious entertainment, religious
activity, or learned methods of evangelism. It is the gospel
itself which “is the power of God unto salvation.” Let us then
be found faithful in preaching it, for Christ’s sake.

The Design of the Word

Hebrews 4:13 shows us that the Word of God is designed to
strip us naked before God. -- “Neither is there any creature
that is not manifest in his sight: but all things [are] naked and
opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do.”
Christ, our Lord, is the omniscient God. Nothing is hidden
from him. By his Word, he strips us naked, and lays us open,
exposing the thoughts and intents of the heart. Believers, like
Peter even in the teeth of his terrible sin, find great comfort in
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the fact that, he who is our Lord and Savior knows all things.
Unbelieving religious hypocrites tremble at the thought of
Christ’s absolute omniscience.

Reverence the Word

Let us ever reverence the Bible as the Word of God. Let us
ever come to the Scriptures for quickening for our own souls.
This is our souls’ bread. Here we find waters of life for the
refreshing of our souls. Here are green pastures in which
Christ’'s sheep may both feed and lay down. It is by taking
heed to the Word of God that we cleanse our ways. It is by
hiding God’s Word in our hearts that we check the evil that is
in us by nature.

If we truly reverence the Bible as the Word of God, the
Bible alone must determine both our faith and our practice.
Let others say what they will about the matter, that man, that
church, that denomination has a true, absolutely orthodox
creed, whose only creed is the Word of God.

Let us reverence the Bible as the Word of God by praying
continually that God will make his Word effectual wherever it
is faithfully preached (2 Thess. 3:1).

Hebrews 4:12
The Word of God is...

The Word of God is a name for Christ as well as for the
Scriptures. It is difficult to say whether this text speaks of the
written Word (The Bible), or of the Lord Jesus Christ, who is
the incarnate Word (John 1:1-3). The fact is, we cannot sever
the two. Christ is the Word, of whom all the written Word
speaks (Luke 24:27; 44-47). The Word of God is what it is
because the Lord Jesus Christ is embodied in it. Hebrews
4:12 tells us seven things about the Word of God. It is...
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1. "The Word of God"

The Bible is God's final, full, complete, and perfect revelation
of himself and his will to man, inspired, inerrant, infallible (2
Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:19-21). Since the Book of God is
complete, we no longer have and no longer need the signs of
the apostles. God no longer gives revelation (in the strict
sense of the word) to men. The Holy Spirit now gives us
illumination by the Word, revealing Christ to us; but he does
not give additional revelation.

2. Living

“The Word of God is quick." “Quick” is an old English word. It
means alive, or living. This is a living Book, the Word of our
living Redeemer (1 Peter 1:23-25; James 1:18). The Word is
the living seed of the Holy Spirit, by which chosen, redeemed
sinners are born again. God's Word has life in itself. It is the
living and incorruptible seed. It creates life where it comes.
Our words pass away. God's Word lives on (Isa. 40:8).

3. Effectual

"The Word of God is quick, and powerful” It brings conviction
and conversion. It gives comfort to believing hearts and
confirms our faith. The Word of God has power to elevate our
hearts and minds to Christ and things above. Christ and his
Word are active and effectual. He spoke for the elect in the
council and covenant of grace (Heb. 7:22). He spoke all things
out of nothing in creation (Heb. 11:3; Gen. 1:6, 9). He spoke
and revealed the Father (John 14:10). He speaks and the
dead come forth (John 5:24-25).

4. Cutting

"The Word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than
any two-edged sword.” The Word is all edge. It has no blunt
side. It is alive all over. It wounds, in one way or another, all
who touch it. You cannot come near the Word of God without
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its having some effect on you (2 Cor. 2:14-16). Our Lord came
“not to send peace but a sword.” When this Sword begins its
work in our souls, it wounds and Kkills. Yet, it kills nothing but
that which ought to be killed -- our pride, self-righteousness,
envy, lust, and sins.

5. Piercing

"The Word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than
any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of
soul and spirit.” It forces its way into the hardest of hearts. It
can find its way to its mark. It penetrates the smallest opening,
like the arrow which entered between the joints of the
harness. Although the soul and spirit are invisible and the
joints and marrow are covered and hid, so penetrating is the
divine Word that it reaches the most hidden and secret things
of men and women. It is a discerner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart. Christ knows the heart and will make
manifest all that is in it by the Word (Luke 16:15).

6. Discriminating

It divides “asunder soul and spirit.” It separates the precious
from the vile, the wheat from the chaff, the sheep from the
goats. It divides "joints and marrow," families and churches,
and does so by its own penetrating and discerning qualities.

7. Revealing

"The Word of God is ...a discerner of the thoughts and intents
of the heart.” It cleaves a man and exposes up the secret
thoughts, imaginations, and corruptions of his heart, like a
butcher splits a carcass and exposes all within.

All this we have seen in the preaching of the word of God.
Have you not felt it to be so? Does the Word of God pierce
your heart? Does it reach your soul? If it does, thank God for
it. Does this Sword of the Spirit prick your heart? Does its
edge draw out the blood of your heart's lusts? Bless God for it.
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Would you not thank a surgeon, who used his knife to lance
your diseased body, and sever from it a deadly cancer?
Though he caused you great pain, you would thank him for his
service, and pay him, too. How much more ought we to bless
God for his work for, in, and upon our souls by his Word.

The puritan, William Gurnall, wrote, “There is not another
sword like this in all the world that can cure with cutting; not
another arm could use this sword, to have done thus with it
besides the Spirit of God.”

O Spirit of God, send your living Word into my heart!
Pierce my very soul with that Sword which alone can heal it
and give me life!

Hebrews 4:14-15
Christ Our High Priest

"We have a great high priest!" We have no earthly priest,
because we need none. Our great High Priest is the Lord
Jesus Christ, the Son of God. He is seated in the heavens.
And he has made every believing sinner a priest unto God in
him, a priest to offer up spiritual sacrifices of prayer and praise
continually, sacrifices made acceptable to God through the
merits of his blood and righteousness.

A Great High Priest

The Lord Jesus Christ, whom we trust, is “a great High Priest.”
Our Redeemer’s greatness is spoken of both with respect to
his essential person and with respect to his priestly work.
Here is his greatness.

His Solitariness -- Christ is our great High Priest because
he is our only Priest. His solitariness is his greatness. There is
only one Priest and Mediator between God and men; and
Christ is that Priest. All men on earth who pretend to be
priests are imposters.
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His Sacrifice -- Christ is our great High priest because his
sacrifice alone can atone for sin alone. He alone has that to
offer which God can and will accept for the atonement of our
sins. His own life’s blood is that by which he has obtained
eternal redemption for us.

His Intercession — Our great High Priest prays for us
distinctly. He said, “I pray not for the world, but for them which
thou hast given me” (1 John 2:1-2; John 17:9-11, 13, 15, 17,
20-26).

Our High Priest

Not only is the Lord Jesus Christ the Great High Priest, he is
ours! -- “Seeing then that we have a Great High Priest.” What
a blessed declaration! This Great High Priest, the Lord Jesus
Christ, is mine. “The Lord is my Shepherd;” and the Lord is my
Priest! He is our great High Priest by the decree and gift of his
Father, by his own, voluntary assumption of our cause, and by
our union of faith with him.

A Priest in Heaven

Our great High Priest has “passed into the heavens” (Heb.
10:10-14; Rom. 8:33-39). That means that his sacrifice has
been accepted. Because he has risen from the dead, passed
into the heavens and taken his rightful place upon the throne
of grace, we are assured that all the sins of his people, which
he bore in his body upon the cursed tree, are forever put away
and can never be imputed to us. Our High Priest in heaven is
our security and our assurance of everlasting, immutable,
indestructible acceptance with God.

Divine and Human

He who is our Great High Priest is “Jesus, the Son of God.”
He is "Jesus" who came here as a man on an errand of
mercy, to save his people from their sins (Matt. 1:21). And he
is "the Son of God," God the Son, God manifest in the flesh,
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who is able to save to the uttermost all who come unto God by
him (Heb. 7:24-28).

A Touched Priest

This God -man, this man who is God, our great High Priest, is
“touched with the feeling of our infirmities.” Because he is a
Man who has endured all that men endure, and because his
heart is ever toward us, our dear Savior, that God who rules
the world, is touched by everything that touches us. As a
loving father is touched by anything that touches his child, so
our Savior is touched by that which touches us. If his people
are persecuted, he is persecuted. If we endure disease,
betrayal, bereavement, hunger, thirst, weariness, or any other
thing which causes pain, we endure only that which he has
endured before us and for us; and it touches him.

A Tempted Priest

He who is our Great High Priest “was in all points tempted like
as we are.” No aspect of our Savior's mediation is more
difficult for us to fathom than his temptation. Yet, no aspect of
his sufferings in this world is more comforting to his tempted
people in this world. Do the lusts of the flesh seem to
overwhelm your soul? Your Savior knows what you are going
through. He has walked that path before you. Do the lusts of
the eye seem to constantly pull at your very heart? Your
Redeemer knows what you feel. He knows the struggle more
keenly than you ever shall. He has been where you are. Does
the pride of life seem to be your constant adversary? The Son
of God, who sits upon his throne in human flesh, who
intercedes for you in glory, knows what you feel. Not only
does he know and feel what you are experiencing, he is able
and willing to help you; and he will. He will never leave you,
nor forsake you. He will carry you through your earthly woe
and bring you at last into your (his) eternal inheritance.
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Yet, none of these things would be of any value and
benefit to our souls, were it not for this last thing. — “Yet
without sin.”

A Holy Priest

He who is our great High Priest is and must be altogether
holy. No sinful man can make atonement for another man’s
sins. Aaron could never make reconciliation for the people.
But Christ, our holy High Priest, that One whose very name is
“Holy and Reverend,” is a Priest whose Sacrifice and
intercession God himself must accept.

Let us take these thoughts with us through the day. Let
these blessed assurances of grace arm our souls, as we face
the trials and temptations that we must endue. It is upon the
basis of Christ's priesthood that we are given this admonition:
-- “Let us hold fast our profession.”

Perhaps you think, “But I am weak and sinful, and my
temptations are strong. Where can | find the strength to heed
this admonition?” The answer is found in verse 16. -- "Let us
therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need."”

Hebrews 4: 14-15
A Warning, An Admonition, and A Necessity

In the Book of Hebrews we see the superiority of Christ over
the angels, over Moses, over Joshua, over all who came
before him. However, the primary feature of our Savior's
excellence, supremacy, and superiority is in his character as
our great High Priest.

An Exalted Priest

In chapter one, the Holy Spirit describes him as our great, sin-
atoning, almighty, effectual High Priest, who, having put away
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the sins of his people, is now exalted to the throne of glory.
Yonder he sits, a priest upon his throne, our Priestly King, our
Kingly Priest!

A Merciful and Faithful Priest

In the second chapter, we are told that our dear Savior, that
God who has redeemed and saved us, is a real man. He
came into this world in human flesh that he might become our
Savior, our “merciful and faithful High Priest.” If he would be
our Savior, if he would be merciful to sinners and yet faithful to
his own holy character, the Son of God had to become one of
us, bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh. As such, he had
to be made sin, to put away our sins by the sacrifice of
himself.

An Inspiring Priest

In Hebrews 4:14-15, the Spirit of God urges us to persevere in
the faith, to hold fast our profession, to keep looking to and
trusting Christ. He does so by showing us the character of
Christ as our great High Priest. "Seeing then that we have a
great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the
Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. For we have not
an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our
infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet
without sin."

Do not miss the argument given in these two verses. We
are urged to continue in the faith and in faithfulness to Christ,
because he is our great High Priest. If you realize what this
means, nothing could be a greater incentive for trusting,
honoring, loving, and serving him to the end of our days,
faithfully.

“Let us hold fast our profession.” -- We have, by our words
and in believer’'s baptism, made a public profession of faith in
Christ. Like Jephthah of old, we have lifted our hands to God.
Let us never go back! We must not allow the religious world to
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entice us, the material world to seduce us, or anything else to
move us away from Christ and his gospel. Let us tenaciously
hold to the old paths of solid gospel doctrine (Jer. 6:16), cling
to Christ alone as our only hope before God, and devote
ourselves to him in faithfulness.

This admonition is given in such a way that it suggests
both the great value of Christ to our souls (“Unto you therefore
which believe, he is precious!”) and the danger of dropping
him, the danger of letting Christ, his gospel, and his salvation
slip through our fingers.

Necessary Perseverance

The perseverance to which we are admonished, without
guestion, is the gift of God's free grace. We persevere
because he preserves. It is written, concerning all those to
whom God almighty gives eternal life, “they shall never
perish;” and they shall never perish (John 10:27-28; Ecc. 3:14;
Phil. 1:6; 1 Thess. 5:23-24).

Yet, this perseverance is our responsibility. It is something
we must do. It is something all true believers will do. We must
hold fast the profession of our faith. We must not be moved
away from the hope of the gospel. It will require strength and
courage that only God can give. Yet, it is a strength and
courage that he gives us by his Spirit, through the use of
appointed means, through the ministry of the gospel and the
sanctifying influence of his saints in the assembly of public
worship.

Let us “hold fast our profession ” Hold it without wavering,
for Christ’'s sake, for the gospel’s sake, for the glory of God,
and for the encouragement of other believers. We must do so
because it is essential to the everlasting salvation of our souls
(Matt. 10:20).

It is the priesthood of Christ that the Holy Spirit here uses
as an argument to inspire and enforce our perseverance in
holding fast our profession. He is the High Priest of it. He
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espoused our cause and abode by it. He bore witness to the
truth of the gospel. He prays for the support of our faith. He
pities us and helps us. And he has passed into the heavens,
where he appears for us, owns us, and will own us forever as
his brethren.

Hebrews 4:16
“The Full Assurance of Hope”

Since we have such a great High Priest in heaven as the Lord
Jesus Christ is, one who is touched with the feeling of our
infirmities, “Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in
time of need.” Here is a call to prayer that tugs at the hearts of
all who need mercy and grace. What a gracious, blessed
admonition this is!

| do not pretend to know much about prayer; but | do know
what God has taught me and is teaching me. Prayer is one of
the most important aspects of every believer’s life. Yet, it is
one with which we struggle constantly. It is a subject about
which there is enormous confusion, even among God'’s elect. |
cannot think of a single text in Scripture which gives us more
encouragement and reason to pray than Hebrews 4:16.

A Throne

When we approach God on his throne, we rejoice to know that
his throne, that throne upon which God our Savior sits, from
which he rules the universe is "The throne of grace."

Once it was called "the mercy seat," but now "the throne."
In drawing near to God in prayer, we come to God upon the
throne. No one approaches God who does not approach him
upon the throne. He who is God almighty is that great and
glorious Monarch of the universe who sits upon the throne of
total, absolute sovereignty.
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“When God enacts laws, he is on a throne of legislation:
when he administers these laws he is on a throne of
government: when he tries his creatures by these laws, he is
on a throne of judgment, but when he receives petitions, and
dispenses favors, he is on a throne of grace.” (William Jay)

The idea of a throne inspires awe, bordering upon terror. It
repels rather than invites. Few of us could approach it without
trembling. Yet, here is the throne of the King of kings and Lord
of lords, the scepter of total sovereignty, absolute holiness,
and immutable justice. Before this great King the greatest
earthly monarch that ever wore a crown is but a worm. Before
him, all the nations of men are less than nothing and vanity.
How dares any sinful man approach him who is infinite
majesty? Blessed be his name, we come to him upon his
throne, because he sits upon a throne of grace. Therefore, we
are allowed, and even commanded, to come to it boldly.

Coming to God

Prayer is coming to God upon his throne. If we would come to
God, we must come to him as a King. We must bow before
him with reverence, confidence, and submission. Faith, in its
essence and in all its exercises, is surrender to the Lord God
as our great King.

In prayer we come to this great King as to One who gives
as a King. We ask great things from the great King. We ask
great things with expectation, because he is as
magnanimously good as he is great. We ask great things,
because he is infinitely rich in grace and in power (Phil. 4:19).
He who is our God and King, remember, sits upon a “throne of
grace.” This King sits on his throne on purpose, specifically to
dispense grace. It is his design, his object in displaying
himself as King, to dispense grace.
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Glory Revealed

It is in hearing the prayers of the needy and dispensing grace
to them that our God and King is honored and glorified. It is
upon his throne of grace that God our Savior is revealed in his
glory.

You will remember that this throne of grace is that which
Isaiah saw (Isa. 6). It was typified in the mercy-seat, which
was upon the ark of the covenant in the Old Testament, where
atonement was made. This is what John beheld in Revelation
4 and 5, where he saw the Lamb that had been slain.

When he saw the throne of God and of the Lamb, he saw
the rainbow encircling the throne, declaring that every act of
the throne is according to God’s covenant of grace
represented in the rainbow. He saw the book of God, the book
of God’s decrees, full, complete, and sealed. Then, he saw
the Lord Jesus Christ, the crucified Lamb of God rise up in the
midst of the throne. He saw the God-man take the book and
open it. He it is who is the center of all those decrees. He it is
who opens and fulfils them in providence (Rev. 5:9-14).

It is here, in Christ, the crucified Lamb of God, sitting upon
the throne, that we behold God’s majesty and mercy, his
justice and his grace, his truth and his goodness (Ex. 25:17-
18, 22; Heb. 9:1-12; 10:19-22).

The Lord God to whom we come and before whom we
bow in prayer, even in hearing prayer, acts as a sovereign,
but whose sovereignty is the sovereignty of grace. It is to this
throne, the throne of the great God, that poor sinners are
bidden to come. Oh, what a privilege this is! All who come to
the throne of grace have free audience with the King of Grace!

Come Boldly

Let us, therefore, come boldly to God upon the throne,
through the merits and mediation of Christ, our great High
Priest. Come “boldly,” that is to say, freely, without fear,
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pouring out our hearts to our heavenly Father. Come with
reverence, as before God our King; but come boldly, with all
the freeness of a child to the most loving father imaginable.
Remember, he who is the God of the universe is our heavenly
Father. We have every reason to expect him to do us good
(Rom. 8:32). Come in every time of need for the mercy and
grace needed, expecting him to supply the need, for Christ’s
sake.

Hebrews 5:1-4
The Typical Priesthood of Aaron

In the first four chapters of this epistle, the Holy Spirit has
shown us the superiority of our Lord Jesus Christ over the
angels, over Moses, and over Joshua. All these were highly
venerated by the Jews. Perhaps the only thing more highly
venerated by them was their sabbath observance. In the
fourth chapter, he displayed Christ's superiority over that as
well, showing us that Christ is the true Sabbath and that the
sabbath rest of faith in him is indescribably better than the
observance of legal sabbath days.

In the chapter before us we see the superiority of Christ as
our great High Priest over Aaron and all the Levitical priest of
the legal dispensation. This seems to have been in the back
of his mind all along. | say that because he has mentioned
Christ’s priesthood twice before (Heb. 2:17-18; 4:14-15).

Only One Priest

The Holy Spirit's purpose, throughout this epistle, is to show
us that the Lord Jesus Christ is the sinner’s only access to
God. He is the only priest there is between God and man. In
fact, he is the only Priest there ever was between God and
man. All the priests of the Old Testament were only types and
pictures of him. All the pretended priests of all religious orders
since the end of the Mosaic age are impostors. The Lord
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Jesus Christ is the only Priest by whom sinners may draw
near to God and God draws near to sinners.

When God gave the law to Moses at Mt. Sinai, he
instituted an earthly, human priesthood, a priesthood by which
sinners could approach him, worship him, and offer gifts and
sacrifices to him. The Lord decreed that these priests must be
descended from the tribe of Levi and the family of Aaron.
Therefore, it is referred to as the Levitical or Aaronic
priesthood.

There was one other divinely ordained priesthood
mentioned in the Old Testament, that of Melchizedek. You will
remember him from Genesis 14. It was this man,
Melchizedek, who brought bread and wine to Abraham and
blessed him, to whom Abraham paid tithes. This was done
long before any law was given by God concerning either the
priesthood or tithes.

That fact is important because, in Hebrews 5, the Holy
Spirit shows us that the Lord Jesus Christ is, like Melchizedek,
a priest in every way superior to Aaron. In verses 1-4, he
gives us a description of Aaron’s priesthood and shows us
how it was a type and picture of our Lord’s priesthood.

A Man

Every typical high priest under the law was a man. He was a
common man, taken out from among them (Ex. 28:1). He was
ordained and invested with this great office by that special
anointing with oil ordained by God. He was made a priest that
he might represent the people of the chosen nation in things
pertaining to God.

The high priest presided over Israel in all matters of
worship in the name of God, appeared before God in their
stead, presented their gifts and sacrifices to God, and blessed
them in God’'s name. God’s high priest stood between God
and men. The Lord Jesus Christ is our High Priest. We must
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never attempt to go to God except through Christ. We cannot
expect any mercy or favor from God except through Christ.

Israel's high priest was a just a man. All the priests of the
Old Testament were weak and sinful men. Yet, they were
compassionate, men who understood and sympathized with
the people in their ignorance and in their transgressions of the
law. Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, became a man
and knows our frame (Heb. 4:15; Ps. 103:14).

A Sinful Man

When the high priest brought a sin-offering and made
atonement for the people, he first had to offer an atonement
for his own sin, and then for the people. The priests were
sinners, too. As such, they needed mercy. Israel’s high priest
even had to make atonement for the holy things (Ex. 28:37-
38). Our Lord Jesus Christ is different. He had no sin (Heb.
7:27).

Divinely Appointed

No man volunteered for the office of high priest, but was
called to it (vv. 4-5). The office of high priest was an office of
the highest honor. It involved the work of representing the
people before God. Only those men who were appointed and
ordained of God were allowed to function as priests in Israel.
Any who dared, like Uzziah the king, to take the honor to
themselves would suffer grave consequences and be brought
to public shame.

Even Christ himself did not take this high and holy office
unto himself. Neither did he receive it from men. He did not
acquire it by family heritage, because he was of the tribe of
Judah. He was not, as a man, of the Levitical, priestly, order.

Our Lord was made a Priest. God the Father made him
our High Priest. The Father appointed him to the office,
anointed him with the oil of gladness above his fellows and
sent him to execute it (John 8:54).
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Hebrews 5:5-10
The Superiority of Christ Over Aaron

In these verses the Holy Spirit shows Christ’s fithess as our
great High Priest by contrasting his priesthood with Aaron’s.
Aaron and the other high priests in Israel were types and
pictures of the Lord Jesus Christ as our great High Priest. Like
our Savior, those priests were men of flesh who understood
and had compassion upon their fellow creatures. They were
chosen and appointed of God to be high priests. They were
intercessors, mediators between God and men. They offered
blood sacrifices for sin.

The Contrasts

Yet, in many ways, the priesthood of Christ cannot be typified
by men. Those priests of the Old Testament age were many.
Christ is the one High Priest. -- Their priesthood was only
temporary. Our Lord’'s priesthood is eternal (Heb. 7:1-3). --
Those priests offered many sacrifices. Our Savior offered only
one (Heb. 10:12). — Those priests offered the blood of others.
The Lord Jesus gave his own life’s blood as an offering to
God for us (Heb. 9:12). -- The sacrifices offered by those
priests of the Mosaic age could not put away sin. The one
sacrifice of Christ has effectually put away all the sins of all
God’s elect forever (Heb 10:14). -- The work of the priests of
that carnal, ceremonial dispensation was never finished. —
The Son of God, our Savior, finished the work given to him
(John 17:4; 19:30; Heb. 10:11-14).

The Days of His Flesh

We are told, concerning our great High Priest, that “in the
days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and
supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was
able to save him from death, and (he) was heard in that he
feared.” | have no doubt that there is much, much more in
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those words than | have yet understood; but that which is
obvious is both delightful and comforting to my soul.

“The days of his flesh” refer to our Lord’s temporary earthly
life. He is still in that body in which he suffered the wrath of
God for us and in which he was raised from the dead. There is
a Man in glory! And that Man who is our God in human flesh
will never put aside our nature.

While our Savior dwelt upon this earth as our
Representative, being numbered and identified with
transgressors, he offered prayers, and supplications to the
Father, with tears. Do you see how truly and fully human he
is? He who is our Redeemer, our Savior, our great High
Priest, is fully God and fully man. He lived in this world both in
complete faithfulness and by perfect faith. When he knelt in
the Garden, anticipating being made sin for us, the weight of
our sin crushed his very heart.

However, we must never imagine that our Savior prayed
that he might be kept from dying as our Substitute, or even
from being made sin for us. He came into this world for that
purpose. His determination to fulfill his covenant engagements
for the glory of his Father and the salvation of our souls never
wavered.

His prayer described here was a prayer of reverence,
consecration, and worship. This Man “feared” God as no other
man ever could, not that he might be kept from dying, but that
he might be delivered from death. He was heard because he
was perfectly righteous and holy in nature and in conduct.
Having fully satisfied the law and justice of God for sin, our
Savior was raised from the dead and declared to be the Son
of God. He was thus “delivered” from death and the grave. We
are delivered from death in him. He said, “He that believeth on
me shall never die.”
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The Things He Suffered

“Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the
things which he suffered.” As a Man, as our Mediator and
Substitute, the Lord Jesus Christ learned obedience by that
which he suffered.

If the Man Christ Jesus would be our Savior, he must be “a
man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.” God spared his
Son nothing (Rom. 8:32). He suffered all that we deserved,
both in his life and in his death. Let no one deceive you in this
matter. Suffering is not an indication of God’'s disfavor or
disapproval. None of God’s children in this world are exempt
from suffering (John 16:33). We must all enter into the
kingdom of God through much tribulation.

Though he is the Son of God, the Lord Jesus himself could
not bring in everlasting righteousness and could not put away
the sins of his people, satisfying all the demands of God’s holy
law and infinite justice, without the things he suffered as our
Substitute (Lk. 24:44-47).

The Author of Eternal Salvation

Rejoice in this. — The sufferings of our Savior are gloriously
effectuall “Being made perfect, he became the author of
eternal salvation unto all them that obey him.” That salvation
which Christ accomplished for and gives to his people is an
eternal salvation. It is given to those, only those and all those,
who obey him, who believe the gospel.

Being perfect in his obedience in life and in death, Christ
became the author of a perfect, eternal salvation to all who
believe on him. He gives us a perfect righteousness before
the law and a perfect justification before the throne (2 Cor.
5:21). He gives his sheep eternal life, “and they shall never
perish.”

We are assured that our salvation in Christ is an “eternal
salvation,” because he is an everlasting Priest with an
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everlasting priesthood. He is "an high priest after the order of
Melchisedec."

Hebrews 5:8
Obedience Learned

"Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the
things which he suffered.” Let us learn what God the Holy
Spirit teaches us in this text. The lessons here taught are both
practical and of immense importance.

Obedience is the character of the sons of God.

Our Savior left us an example that we should walk in his
steps. He has, by his own example, shown us how we are to
live in this world. If we would follow Christ, we must yield
ourselves to our heavenly Father in unquestioning, universal
surrender, to do his will in all things. The extent of our
obedience is and must be “even unto death.”

Obedience to God is a costly thing.

Obedience to another necessarily involves cost. If | obey
another, | subject my will, my thoughts, my possessions, my
time, and my energy to the one | obey. It is not possible to be
obedient to anyone without cost. But obedience to Christ, as
our Lord and God, demands the willing surrender of our lives
to him (Lk. 14:25-33; 2 Tim. 2:12; 1 Pet. 2:19-24; Matt. 5:10-
12).

God’s love for us and our relationship to him as the sons
of God do not exempt us from suffering.

Though the Lord Jesus Christ is the Son of his love, he was
not spared any suffering and sorrow as a man. He was “a
man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.” The disciple is not
above his Lord, nor the servant above his Master. If we are
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the sons of God, we must through much tribulation enter into
the kingdom of heaven (Heb. 12:5-11).

One of the old writers, when discussing this matter, said,
"If a sheep stray from the flock, the shepherd sets his dog
after it, not to devour it, but to bring it in again; even so our
Heavenly Shepherd.”

The things we suffer in this world by the will of God are
the things by which we learn obedience to the will of God.

We learn not by words, but by experience, -- not by reading
but by tasting, -- not by instruction, but by correction, -- not by
admonition, but by affliction (Ps. 119:67, 71, 75). It is a sad
fact, but a fact nonetheless, that we only learn patience by the
trial of our faith. We never learn sympathy until we have
walked in the shoes of those who need sympathy. We will
never learn forgiveness until we experience forgiveness. We
will not learn to help the fallen until we have been helped from
a fall. We will never learn what we would or should do in any
circumstance, until we are in the midst of the trial ourselves.
We will never learn to be weaned from this earth until God
graciously weans us from it.

Hebrews 5:8
Sonship and Suffering

"Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the
things which he suffered.” Suffering is one of the birthmarks,
which are found upon all who are born of God. Our heavenly
Father had one Son, and only one, without sin. He has none
without sorrow.

The Father's Rod

Our heavenly Father’'s discipline is the pledge of our
adoption and the badge of our sonship. God chastens none
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but his own; but he chastens all who are his own. And all who
are God’s look upon his loving rod of discipline as a marked
token of his grace, knowing that “we are chastened of the
Lord that we should not be condemned with the world” (1 Cor.
11:32). How we ought to thank God that he does not leave us
to ourselves! Painful as it is to feel the rod, let us kiss the
hand of our loving Father for laying it upon our stubborn
backs.

“’Tis my happiness below Not to live without the cross,
But my Savior’'s power to know, Sanctifying every loss.—
Trials must and will befall; But with humble faith to see
Love inscribed upon them all — This is happiness to me.

God in Israel sows the seeds Of affliction, pain, and toil.
These spring up and choke the weeds Which would else
o’erspread the soil.

Trials make the promise sweet. Trials give new life to
prayer.

Trials bring me to His feet, Lay me low, and keep me
there.

Did | meet no trials here, No chastisements by the way,
Might I not with reason fear | should prove a castaway?
Bastards may escape the rod; Sunk in earthly, vain delight;
But the true born child of God Must not, would not, if he
might.”
William Cowper
Spurgeon once said, “ | bear my willing witness that | owe
more to the fire, and the hammer, and the file, than to
anything else in my Lord’s workshop. | sometimes question
whether | have ever learned anything except through the rod.
When my school-room is darkened, | see most.”
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Obedience Learned

"Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the
things which he suffered.” Though our Lord Jesus Christ is the
Son of God, he was not exempt from suffering. If he would
redeem us from our sins and from the wrath of God, he must
suffer all that we deserve as sinners to the full satisfaction of
divine justice (Rom. 8:32). Though the Lord Jesus Christ is
the Son of God, he could not execute a perfect righteousness,
to the full extent that the law and justice of God demand,
without a perfect suffering (Luke 24:44-47).

If these things were true of him, how much more so must
we expect to experience the same in this world? None of the
children of God are exempt. Why does the experience of
heartache, sorrow, pain, and trouble surprise us? One of the
very last things our Master said to his disciples before he left
this world was this: -- "In the world ye shall have tribulation"
(John 16:33). As our Savior learned obedience by the things
he suffered in this world, so we must learn obedience by the
things we suffer. Obedience is learned in no other school.

Hebrews 5:8
"Though He Were A Son..."

The Lord Jesus Christ is uniquely and pre-eminently the Son
of God. All who are chosen, redeemed, and born of God, all
true believers, are the sons of God by adoption and grace.
What a great, high honor and privilege that is (Gal. 4:6-7;
Rom. 8:17; 1 John 3:1). But our Lord Jesus Christ is uniquely
and pre-eminently the Son of God in that he is the “only
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).

Distinctive Sonship

Christ is the eternally begotten Son of the Father, one with the
Father and the Holy Spirit in the Holy Trinity (1 John 5:7). Our
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Lord Jesus Christ, as a man, is the only begotten Son of God
in this sense also: — He is the virgin born Son (Gal. 4:4-5).
And our great Savior is uniquely and pre-eminently the Son of
God, the only begotten Son, in his resurrection glory and
exaltation as the firstborn among many brethren (Acts 13:27-
33; Ps. 2:7; Heb. 1:5-6; 5:5).

Learned Obedience

Though he lived in this world as the Son of God, uniquely and
pre-eminently the Son of God, our Lord Jesus Christ learned
obedience as a man by the things he suffered. Obedience is
voluntary subjection to the will of another. If it is not voluntary,
it is only outward compliance, not obedience (Heb. 10:5; John
10:16-18). Obedience is owning the authority of another,
performing the pleasure of another.

When the Lord Jesus Christ came into the world, he came
here, as Jehovah’s servant to do his will as a man. He was
made under the law that he might obey, establish, fulfill and
satisfy the law as a man. This obedience was essential to his
priesthood and to our salvation. While he volunteered to
become obedient, he actually entered into the experience of
obedience by the things he suffered as a man. He learned
obedience by the things he suffered. As Jehovah's voluntary
Servant, our Savior denied himself, pleased not himself (Rom.
15:3), and became obedient unto death, even the death of the
cross (Phil. 2:5-8). Though he was and is the Son of God,
uniquely and pre-eminently the Son of God, our Lord Jesus
Christ learned obedience by the things which he suffered.

What were those things which he suffered? They are the
very things his people suffer in this world. He suffered poverty
(Luke 2:12), endured the temptations of the devil (Matt. 4:3),
and the unjustified slander of men (John 10:36). He suffered
bereavement, misunderstanding and misrepresentation by
both his own disciples and the world. He suffered the betrayal
by one who claimed to be and should have been his friend,
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desertion by men who were loved by him, and sorrow like no
man ever suffered sorrow (The Garden). He suffered being
abandoned by his Father. The Lord Jesus Christ suffered
death, the painful, shameful, ignominious death of the cross,
as our Substitute!

Hebrews 5:11-6:3
"Let Us Go On"

| am aware that Hebrews 6 is one of the most controversial
chapters in the New Testament. Heretics frequently point to
the opening verses of this chapter and use them to try to
prove that saved men and women may be lost again, that
those who are the objects of God’s grace today may be the
objects of his wrath tomorrow. Of course, that is both
nonsense and blasphemy.

Immutable Grace

The gifts and callings of God are without repentance. His
mercy, love, and grace are unchangeable. The grace of God
is both immutable and indestructible (Mal. 3:6). His salvation
is forever. He gives eternal life to whom he will, and declares
that those to whom eternal life is given in Christ are saved
forever. — “I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never
perish!”

Instruction, not Debate

This is also a chapter about which faithful men, men who
believe and preach the gospel of God’s free and sovereign
grace in Christ, are often in disagreement. It is not my
intention here to explore or settle those conflicts of
interpretation. | gladly leave that task to those who enjoy such
things. My desire is to give the instructions set before us in
this passage of Inspiration, not to debate the questions men
raise about it.
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The fact is, this is a very instructive, encouraging passage
of Scripture. If you will read the entire passage carefully,
beginning at chapter 5 verse 11, you will see that the Spirit of
God has specific reasons for giving us the instruction found in
these verses. Please, take a moment now to read Hebrews
5:11-6:3.

Perseverance and Maturity

These things are written to encourage us to persevere in the
faith of Christ, to continue looking to, trusting, following, and
obeying Christ. These words were written during a time of
great apostasy, much like the day in which we live (2 Thess.
2:11-14; Rev. 20:7-9). The Holy Spirit here encourages
believers to grow in the grace and knowledge of Christ. We do
not grow in acceptance with God; but we must grow in grace.
We do not grow in our position of favor before God; but we
must grow in the knowledge of Christ. And this passage of
Inspiration is intended to encourage those who are still babes
in Christ to “go on unto perfection,” maturity in the things of
God. — The passage is designed to encourage us to seek
spiritual maturity, seeking to be strong, well-established, well-
grounded, useful believers.

Hebrews 5:11-14
Spiritual Immaturity

Men and women who should be instruments of usefulness to
others are often spiritually immature. They are like babies and
small children, who must be constantly instructed in
elementary principles of the faith. This is what we see in the
latter part of Hebrews chapter five.

Great Loss

True believers lose much by immaturity. The apostle had
many things yet to say about Christ, our great Melchisedec.
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There were many great treasures to be revealed, many great
truths to be taught, many great mysteries to be unfolded; but it
was difficult for him to plunge into the great, wonders of
Christs work as our Priest before God and the great
mysteries of his Person, because there were many among the
Hebrew believers who were still babes in grace, “dull of
hearing,” immature. If he gave them strong meat, he knew
that they would choke on it. Therefore, before moving on to
weightier matters (as he does in chapter 7), the Holy Spirit
inspired him to reprove those who continue in immaturity and
urge them to grow up.

Unacceptable

It is a sad fact, but a fact nonetheless, that many who have
been believers for a long time and ought to be mature in the
things of God remain babes (v. 12). Immaturity is acceptable
in children; but immature adults are an embarrassment to their
families and repulsive to others. The apostle is here saying,
“Brethren, it's time for you to grow up. Stop acting like
children.”

Babies require milk, “first principles,” abc blocks, and
coloring books. Mature believers need and feed upon the
strong meat of the Word. Being unstable in the Word of
righteousness, spiritual babies must be spoon fed, lest they
be tossed to and fro with every wind of doctrine (vv. 13-14).
Incapable of discerning good and evil (doctrinal good and
evil), such infantile men and women must be constantly given
the abcs of the gospel, the first principles of divine truth.

Unprofitable

As long as a person is satisfied with such spiritual immaturity,
he both robs himself of great joy and blessedness, and
remains unprofitable in the kingdom of God. Babies have
childish minds, behave in childish ways, are greatly affected
by childish toys, and provide no real usefulness to others. If
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we would be useful to others, we must seek grace from our
God to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Hebrews 6:1-2
"Let Us Go On" -- Building Upon the First Principles

Be sure you understand what the Holy Spirit is urging us to do
here. He is not telling us that we are to forsake the first
principles of the gospel, forget the first principles, deny the
first principles, or cease to preach the first principles. Rather,
we are to build upon them. We lay these first principles in our
hearts as the foundation of all that we are and have in Christ.
Then, we go on to build upon that foundation. What are these
“first principles of the doctrine of Christ”?

The Holy Spirit here identifies six specific things as first
principles. They are “repentance from dead works.” -- In
Philippians 3:4-8, the apostle Paul exemplifies what this is. It
is repentance from the dead works of religion. We must
constantly cast off the filthy rags of self-righteousness,
repenting of our sin and our righteousness, clinging to Christ
alone for our entire salvation (1 Cor. 1:30-31). -- “Faith toward
God” -- This is the faith of God'’s elect, the confession of every
true believer. There is no faith toward God except that which
is the faith of Holy Scripture (Rom. 4:23-5:1). As we received
Christ, so let us walk in him (Col. 2:6), growing in our
dependence upon him. -- “The doctrine of baptisms” -- Many
suggest that the "doctrine of baptisms" has reference to the
ceremonial washings of the legal dispensation; but that does
not fit the context, and seems to make the passage irrelevant
to believers today. The word "baptisms" is used here in the
plural because the doctrine of baptism in the New Testament
is twofold. (1.) At the inauguration of Christ as King over Zion,
the church and kingdom of God was baptized in the Holy
Spirit (Acts 2). (2.) Believers are buried with Christ in the
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waters of baptism, professing faith in him and identifying
themselves with him and with his people in this world. --
“Laying on of hands” -- This refers to that special power given
to the apostles of Christ, by which they conveyed to others the
apostolic gifts of the Spirit (Acts 8:17; 1 Tim. 4:14). In the early
church, when deacons and preachers were ordained, the
presbyters laid hands upon them (Acts 6:6; 13:3). Paul
warned Timothy to exercise great caution in laying hands
upon men (1 Tim. 3:13-18). -- “Resurrection of the dead” --
The Lord Jesus Christ is coming again (1 Thess. 4:13-18).
When he appears there will be a great, general resurrection.
After the resurrection, “eternal judgment” -- Yes, God has,
indeed, appointed a day when he will judge the world by that
man who died at Calvary and sits now upon the throne of
glory (Acts 17:31; Rev. 20:11-12)

These are “the first principles of the doctrine of Christ.”
This is where we begin in Christ. We must always continue to
believe, preach, and rejoice in these things. But we do not
need to prove these great, foundation truths over and over
again. Rather, we are to build upon them. These things are
the foundation upon which we build and grow in the
knowledge of Christ, in brotherly love and spiritual unity, and
mature in conformity to our Savior. May God ever give us
grace to build upon these first principles, for Christ's sake.

Hebrews 6:1-20
“We Are Persuaded Better Things Of You”

It is a sad fact, but a fact nonetheless, that many who begin
the race well soon fall by the wayside. Many, who run well for
a season, in time, walk no more among us. Tares are always
sown among the wheat. Goats will always be found amongst
God’s sheep in this world. Often, those who were once named
among God’s saints and honored as brothers and sisters in
Christ abandon Christ, his gospel, and his people. Thereby
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proving that they never were truly one of us (1 John 2:19).
Such apostates are described in Hebrews 6:1-6.

A Distinction Illustrated

In verses 7 and 8, the Holy Spirit illustrates the fact that the
preaching of the gospel, like rain falling from heaven, has
profoundly different results upon the people who hear it. To
some it is a savor of life unto life. To others it is a savor of
death unto death.

When the gospel is blessed of God to the hearts of
chosen, redeemed sinners, by the power of his almighty
grace, it springs up unto life everlasting (v. 7). But those who
hear the gospel and reject it as a thing to be despised, are
themselves rejected of God, cursed forever, and shall be
burned like useless weeds in hell (v. 8).

Let us lay these things to heart and soberly consider them.
May these warnings and examples ever cause us to run to
Christ, lay hold on him with both hands, and hold him with a
death grip. However, the passage does not end with such
terrifying warnings. Lest any true believer be terrified with the
fear that he may, after all perish, the Holy Spirit inspired the
Apostle to speak in verses 9 and 10 of...

A Persuasion Of Grace

"But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and
things that accompany salvation, though we thus speak. For
God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labor of love,
which ye have showed toward his name, in that ye have
ministered to the saints, and do minister."

How sweet! How blessed! How encouraging! Though he
solemnly warned these men and women, because he cared
for their souls, of the danger of apostasy and the necessity of
perseverance, he saw in them evident tokens of grace, “and
things that accompany salvation.” We do not have to guess
what these things are. He names them for us.
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Things That Accompany Salvation

There are some things, which always accompany God’s
salvation and are tokens of grace wrought in the hearts of
men. The Holy Spirit here declares what some of those things
are. -- “Your work” — The work to which he refers is, first and
foremost, the work of faith (1 Thess. 1:3; 2 Thess. 1:11; Heb.
11:1-2). — “Your labor of love, which you have shown toward
his name” — Believers are a people who labor together in the
kingdom of God, for the glory of God, serving Christ, being
constrained by the love of God in Christ. That which compels
us in the service of our God is his love for us, our love for him,
and our love for one another. -- This love for God and his
people is manifest in free, voluntary service to his people, “in
that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister.” Faith in
Christ and the love that flows from it causes those who are
born of God to minister to, to serve, his saints. As our Savior
washed his disciples’ feet, those who follow his example wash
one another’s feet, willingly and humbly serving one another.

An Assurance of Hope

"And we desire that every one of you do show the same
diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end: That ye
be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and
patience inherit the promises" (vv. 11-12).

In the light of the things we have seen in this chapter, you
might ask, -- “How can anyone have assurance that he will,
indeed, endure to the end and be saved?” It seems that that is
the very question anticipated by the Holy Spirit in these last
verses of chapter 6. Here are seven specific things by which
every sinner who looks to Christ alone for salvation may have
what the Holy Spirit calls “the full assurance of hope.”

1. The Promise of God (vv. 13-15)

2. The Oath of God (vv. 16-17)

3. The Immutability of God (vv. 17-18)
4. The Place of our Refuge (v. 18)
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5. The Anchor of our Souls (v. 19)
6. The Finished Work of Christ (v. 20)
7. The Priesthood of Christ (v. 20).

In the light of these things, every saved sinner, looking to
Christ alone, can and should confidently say, “If God be foe
me, Who can be against me? — | know whom | have believed,
and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which | have
committed unto him against that day!” Assurance is not a
matter of presumption on the part of a saved sinner. It is a
matter of faith. Any lack of assurance is a manifest lack of
faith. Our great God, who has begun his good work of grace in
us, will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ. He who saved
us will also keep us. He who gave us grace will also give us

glory.

Hebrews 6:3-6
"If They Shall Fall Away..."

Salvation is by God's free and sovereign grace alone. The
sinner’'s only hope before God is the blood atonement and
imputed righteousness of Christ. That salvation which God
gives to and works in his people is eternal salvation. All true
faith is permanent, persevering faith. However, there is a faith,
which is a satanic delusion.

Carnal Security

Here is a terribly sobering fact plainly revealed in Holy
Scripture. We will be wise to lay it to heart. -- It is quite
possible for men and women to have an undisturbed peace,
unshaken assurance, and unquestioned security with regard
to their eternal destiny, and yet have no saving interest in
Christ. If that fact is not alarming to you, it should be. The Lord
God sounds this blaring warning by his prophet Obadiah: —
“Woe unto them that are at ease in Zion!”
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Satan is a crafty, subtle foe. He knows that the surest way
to keep sinners from the saving knowledge of Christ is to give
them some satisfying, conscience soothing substitute, some
religious experience, or feelings, or gifts, or knowledge by
which they may convince themselves that the grace of God is
surely theirs.

Do not be deceived. Many have gifts who have no grace.
Multitudes profess faith they do not possess. Countless
thousands enjoy peace who do not have pardon. Hoards of
men and women, orthodox to the core, are yet without life
before God. There is a form of godliness possessed by men
who deny the power of it. Many have a name that they live
who are yet dead in trespasses and in sins. Hell is bulging
with eternally damned souls who went to that place of torment
assured that they were on the road to heaven, with a Bible in
their hands, a song in their hearts, and a profession on their
lips. At the time when Lot’s wife felt most secure, she went to
helll When all the other apostles were fearful, saying, “Lord, is
it 1?” Judas was perfectly confident.

Examine Yourself

There is nothing on this earth more fearful than the carnal
security of religion without Christ. Let us bring our faith to the
Word of God and examine it. May it please God to search our
hearts and let us see if we have the faith of God’s elect (2
Cor. 13:5; 2 Pet. 1:10; Ps. 139:23-24). If our faith is the faith of
God's elect, if it is sound, if it is a God given faith, examination
will only strengthen it, and cause us to cling more firmly to
Christ. If our faith is false, examination may expose it. If we
have built for ourselves a refuge of lies, in which we are trying
to hide from God, may he graciously destroy our false refuge
and hide us in Christ by his almighty grace.

Hebrews 6:4-6
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A Mere Form of Godliness

In these verses the Spirit of God shows us plainly that there
are some people who have what appears to be heavenly gifts
who have no grace in their hearts. Multitudes have religion
who do not have Christ. Many there are who enjoy great
experiences who have never experienced grace. Many have a
form of godliness who know nothing of the power of God by
which sinners are born again. These verses speak of people
who have experienced much, professed much, and
demonstrated much in religion. Yet, they have no saving
union with Christ. They have faith; but it is a false faith. They
have repentance; but it is a repentance that needs to be
repented of. They have experienced religion; but they have
not experienced the grace of God. Beware of resting your soul
upon experiences, gifts, and outward works of religion. To
build your house upon these things is to build upon sand. It is
possible to be ranked with the most spiritual, most gifted, most
zealous men and women in the world, and yet go to hell in the
end (Matt. 7:21-23). Is your faith the faith of God's elect; or is
it a false faith?

e False faith may be greatly enlightened and
knowledgeable of gospel truth. Judas was. True
faith receives the love of the Truth (2 Thess. 2:10).

e False faith excites the affections, like the stony
ground hearers of the parable, and causes people
to spring up like shooting stars, only to fade quickly.
True faith is the abiding, growing gift of God.

e False faith reforms the outward life and causes
people to live better before men. True faith arises
from a regenerate heart and causes people to seek
the will and glory of God.

e False faith may speak well of Christ, as the Jews
did. True faith loves Christ.

e False faith confesses sins, like King Saul. True faith
confesses sin, like David.
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e False faith may humble itself in sackcloth and
ashes, like Ahab. True faith humbles itself before
God.

e False faith may repent in terror, like Esau and
Judas. True faith repents in contrition, being
convinced of God's way of salvation in Christ (John
16:8-11).

e False faith often performs religious works very
diligently. Saul of Tarsus did. True faith is a faith,
which "worketh by love."

e False faith is sometimes very generous and
charitable (Ananias and Sapphira). True faith
causes ransomed sinners to be generous, willingly,
constrained only by love and gratitude.

e False faith may tremble at the Word of God, like
Felix. True faith trembles and bows.

e False faith often experiences much in religion. True
faith trusts no experience, no matter how great, and
looks to Christ alone.

e False faith often enjoys great religious privileges,
like Lot's wife. True faith places no confidence in the
flesh.

e False faith may preach, perform miracles, and cast
out demons, like Judas. True faith rejoices in having
one's name written in heaven.

¢ False faith often attains high office in the church,
like Diotrephes, and walks with great preachers, as
Demas walked with Paul. True faith is honored to
keep the doors of God's house and walk with Christ.

e False faith may be peaceful and carnally secure,
like the five foolish virgins. True faith presumes
nothing, but looks constantly to Christ.

Hebrews 6:4-6
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Religious But Lost

Men and women often feel, experience, and do much in
religion who never experience God’'s saving grace. Neither
emotional experience, nor orthodoxy of creed, nor reformation
of life is necessarily a token of grace. Hebrews 6:4-6 speaks
of such people. Look at what these people have experienced.

Enlightened

They were once enlightened to an understanding of Gospel
truth. These were heretics. These are not Arminians, free-
willers, papists, or Hindus. These people know the truth, at
least mentally. They intellectually perceive and submit to the
doctrinal truths of the gospel. To them, the doctrines of the
gospel are logical and reasonable. They accept them as facts
plainly revealed in the Word of God.

The fact is — The natural man can see and understand any
doctrine taught in Holy Scripture. He cannot see the glory of
God in the face of Christ; but he can see and glory in doctrine.
He cannot love Christ; but he can love doctrine. The unsaved
man may be a better theologian than the believer. But the
poor, uneducated believer knows and loves what the
unregenerate man never can. The believer knows, loves,
trusts, and rejoices in Christ.

Tasted Heavenly Gifts

Multitudes have tasted the heavenly gifts who have never
tasted the Gift of heaven. During the Apostolic age,
miraculous gifts were given to men. Some could heal
diseases, speak in tongues, and prophesy. But miraculous
gifts, which appear to be gifts of the Spirit, are by no means
an evidence of grace, salvation, and eternal life. Gifts of the
Spirit can be, and often are, counterfeited by Satan (2 Thess.
2:7-10).

Tasting the heavenly gifts and powers of the world to come
is not salvation. Salvation is eating the Bread of Life. Salvation
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IS not in miraculous gifts, but in immutable grace. Salvation is
not in feelings, emotions, and experiences, no matter how
great and life changing they may be. Salvation is in Christ! A
man can preach with power and eloquence, and yet not know
Christ. — Judas did. A man can perform miracles, and not
know God. — Pharaoh’s magicians did. A man can cast out
demons, and yet be the messenger of Satan (Matt. 7:21-23).
A person can speak in tongues, and yet speak by the power
of the devi. A man can preach, promote, and defend
righteousness, and yet speak by him who transforms his
ministers into angels of light and preachers of righteousness.
Spiritual gifts and usefulness must not be looked upon as
evidences of grace and salvation.

Partakers of the Holy Ghost

This passage even speaks of lost men and women who have
been made partakers of the Holy Ghost. Many people look at
that and say, “Without question, these were once saved
people.” But that is not the case at all. We read of wicked King
Saul that, “The Spirit of God came upon him, and he
prophesied,” but the Spirit of God was not in him. Balaam
spoke by the Spirit and prophesied of Christ's coming, but
never knew the Christ of whom he spoke. In fact, Balaam’s
ass even spoke a word from God by the power of his Spirit;
but neither Balaam, nor his ass, were born of God. Caiaphas,
the high priest, spoke by the Spirit of God, declaring the
gospel as plainly as any man ever did. Yet, he was a lost
man.

It is possible for men to say and do things which,
considered by themselves, make it appear that they are
partakers of the Holy Spirit, though they are not born of the
Spirit. There were many in our Lord’s day, as there are today,
who believed; but the Master did not commit himself to them,
because he knew what was in them (John 2:23-24).
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Tasted the Word of God

We are told in verse 5 that these people have even tasted the
good Word of God and the powers of the world to come. They
love good preaching, and are moved by it. You find them at
every Bible conference. Their emotions are stirred by the
preaching of the Word; but it never reaches their hearts.

This is what the Holy Spirit teaches us in this passage: -- It
IS quite possible for men and women to enjoy rare, unusual
gifts and experiences, without experiencing God’s saving
grace in Christ. Outward gifts and heartfelt emotions impress
and deceive. We must have something more. We must have
Christ (1 Cor. 13:1-3).

Hebrews 6:6
“If They Shall Fall Away...”

Here is a fact that must be faced and dealt with, if we would
be honest with the Word of God and honest with the souls of
men. — Those who fall away are lost forever. But what does
that mean? Be sure you understand the doctrine of Holy
Scripture.

Never Perish

The Word of God tells us plainly and unmistakably that God’s
elect shall not and cannot fall away and perish. True believers
never cease to be true believers. Those to whom Christ gives
eternal life shall never perish. Concerning these matters, the
Word of God is crystal clear. If salvation is God’s work alone
(and it is), then it is forever (Eccles. 3:14). The gifts and
callings of God are without repentance. Eternal life is eternal
life. The promise of grace and the immutability of our God
assure us of the infallible and everlasting security of all who
are the objects of his mercy, love, and grace in Christ (Mal.
3:6).
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Those Who Fall

Yet, there are many who do fall away. Many who were once
numbered among God’s elect in the house of God, thought to
be true believers, even looked upon as examples of faith and
faithfulness, have forsaken Christ and the gospel (John 6:66;
1 John 2:19). — “Remember Lot’s wife!” Those who do fall
away are lost forever. They “crucify the Son of God afresh and
put him to an open shame.”

What is this falling away?

What does the Holy Spirit mean by those words -- “If they
shall fall away?” This is not talking about some specific act of
sin. David’s adultery did not separate him from the love of
God in Christ. It is not even talking about the sin of denying
Christ. Peter did that; but he was not lost. This is not even
talking about doctrinal error, or even doctrinal error
concerning vital issues. All these things may be and are
forgiven. Though God’'s people do fall into these grievous
evils, our God lifts us up and sets us upon the Rock Christ
Jesus. So what is this fall that results in the eternal,
unrecoverable ruin of men’s souls? In the Word of God, | see
two things described in these terms.

To depart from the faith of the gospel is to fall away and
perish forever (Gal. 5:1-4).

Those who have been enlightened to the truth of the gospel
and then turn from it, for whatever reason, blaspheme the
Spirit of God and fall away, and shall not be forgiven. “There
is a sin unto death. | would not that you should pray for it.”
That sin which brings eternal reprobation is described in
Matthew 12:31-32. There the Lord Jesus Christ declares,
"Wherefore | say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy
shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the
Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men. And whosoever
speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven
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him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall
not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world
to come."

To forsake the assembly of God’s saints, the fellowship of
the gospel, and the ministry of the Word, to abandon the
worship of Christ is to fall away and be lost forever (Heb.
10:25-31; 1 Pet. 2:20-21).

There are many, | fear, who tenaciously hold to and
defend the doctrine of Christ who have fallen away and
abandoned Christ altogether. They have no interest in the
kingdom of God, no commitment to the cause of God, no
fellowship with the people of God, and no concern for the
glory of God. They have fallen away. In forsaking the worship
of God, they have fallen away.

Something I've Observed

The first step toward total apostasy is the neglect of public
worship. When men and women begin to find comfortable
excuses for neglecting the assembly of God'’s saints, | tremble
for them. By their willful neglect of public worship they declare
to all who observe them that the ministry of the Word, the
fellowship of God'’s saints, the songs of Zion, and the praises
of our God are really unimportant. If that which they declare
by their actions is, indeed, a declaration of their hearts, such
neglecters of divine worship are apostate.

Let us never look upon the assembly of God’s saints
lightly, or treat it as a contemptible thing, a thing to be
despised. To absent yourself from the house of God is to
choose something else above the worship of God. To neglect
the worship of God’s church is to neglect the worship of God.
To abandon the church of God is to abandon God.

Something I've Never Seen

Let me tell you something | have never seen. In thirty years of
pastoral experience, | have never seen this happen. | have
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seen believing men and women recovered from falls into
many evils. | have seen some who, like Peter, after their fall,
were stronger and more faithful than ever. But this | have
never seen. — | have never seen a man or woman willingly
walk away from and abandon the worship of God recover! |
have seen many, apparently trying to silence some sting of
conscience, come back for a while; but | have never seen it
last. | have never yet seen a man or woman willingly walk
away from and abandon the worship of God recover!

The Implications — Hebrews 8:1-6

If the OId Testament sacrifices have been forever
abolished, as they have, --If the carnal ordinances have been
forever put away, as they have, -- If the temple and tabernacle
have forever been destroyed by the hand of God, as they
have, -- If the ark of the covenant, the mercy-seat, and all
things pertaining to carnal worship have been forever
destroyed in accordance with God’s purpose, as they have,
what is implied by all these things? What does this mean to
us? The implications are obvious; but they are not just
implications. Everything implied by these things is specifically
stated in Holy Scripture by God the Holy Spirit.

“Christ is the end of the law!” The High Priesthood of
Christ fulfilled and forever brought to an end all the carnal
ordinances of legal worship required under the Mosaic law
(Col. 2:11-23). The tabernacle, the temple, the priesthood, the
priestly garments, the priestly service, the priestly sacrifices,
holy days, sabbath keeping, the commandments, the whole
thing has been brought to its fulfilment and finality by Christ
(Rom. 10:4).

The worship of God has been radically altered. Divine
worship is no longer an external, material thing, but an internal
spiritual matter. The external is still important, but now the
spiritual is radically pervasive. We do not worship God at
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specified holy places, or upon specified holy days, or under
the rigors of legal bondage.

We worship God in the Spirit. The believer’s life of faith in
Christ is a life of worship (Rom. 12:1-2; 1 Cor. 6:19-20; 10:31).
All who are born of God live in the Spirit (Rom. 8:1-17), walk
in the Spirit (Gal. 5:17-23), and worship in the Spirit (Phil. 3:3-
10). The believer’'s very acts of obedience to God are now, in
Christ, by his merits and his blood, accepted of God as a
sweet smelling sacrifice (Phil 4:18; 1 Pet. 2:5). Salvation is life
in the Spirit. It is worshipping God in the totality of our beings.
It is the continual consecration of our very lives to Christ.

All true worshippers worship God in the Spirit and in truth
(John 4:23-24; Phil. 3:3). Worshipping God in the Spirit makes
crosses, religious pictures, images, and icons abhorrent. We
count nothing holy but Christ. We acknowledge no priest but
the Christ of God. We have no altar but Christ himself. We
bring no sacrifice to God for atonement and acceptance with
him but Christ. We observe no sabbath but the sabbath of
faith, finding all our souls’ rest and a total cessation from work
in the finished work of Christ.

Christ alone is our Door of access to God. Christ alone is
our Ark and Mercy-Seat. Salvation is doing business with God
in the holy place. Worship is living for the glory of God.
Worship is spiritual. It takes place in the heart.

Hebrews 6:11-12
“He Sware By Himself”

The Apostle Paul is urging us to go on in faith, trusting Christ
alone as our Savior. He is urging us to persevere unto the
end. That has been his purpose since the opening words of
chapter 2. He has been urging us not to let Christ and his
gospel slip from our hands. He has told us plainly that some
who once professed faith in Christ have fallen away, and that
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if any fall away, it is impossible to renew them again unto
repentance.

Having given us these warnings, he assures those who
truly trust Christ that they shall indeed persevere. That is what
the Holy Spirit tells us in the last paragraph of chapter 6.

All who are truly born of God, all who trust Christ alone as
Savior and Lord, all who look to Christ's blood alone as the
atonement for their sins, all who look to Christ's obedience
alone for their righteousness before God, shall continue to
trust him unto the end and shall be with him in glory.

Every believer, every sinner who looks to Christ alone for
salvation and eternal life, can and should sing with Toplady...

My name from the palms of His hands,
Eternity will not erase:

Impressed on His heart it remains

In marks of indelible grace.

Yes, | to the end shall endure,

As sure as the Earnest is given:
More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven!”

How can this be? How can any of us be sure of grace? How
can anyone be assured of his salvation? Our adversary, the
devil, seeks to devour us. Our temptations are many and
great. Our trials are many and heavy. Our hearts are sinful
and our flesh weak.

Yet, in these verses the Spirit of God speaks to us of “the
full assurance of faith.” What is the basis of this assurance?
The text speaks of men and women in this world having “a
strong consolation” and a “hope as an anchor of the soul.”

Full Assurance

Paul opens this section, dealing with “the full assurance of
hope” (v. 11), by urging us to diligence. To many, that may
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seem strange, but not to a believer. Nothing so inspires
diligence in the life of a believer as the assurance of his hope
in Christ (1 Cor. 6:9-11, 19-20). As John Trapp put it, “A man
may as truly say the sea burns, or fire cools, as that certainty
of salvation breeds looseness.”

The Apostle urges us to continue in faith and love, and in
serving one another, with the desire that we might all arrive at
“the full assurance of faith” in Christ.

These two things are obvious. (1.) Some true believers do
not enjoy the blessed peace of “the full assurance of faith.”
(2.) It is both possible for us to have this assurance in this
world, and we should seek it.

What could be more blessed and more inspiring to my soul
in this world than a well-grounded full assurance? That man or
woman who is assured of an interest in the love and grace of
God, -- the covenant of grace, its blessings and promises, -- in
the election of grace, -- a saving interest in Christ as our
Substitute and Redeemer -- the Holy Spirit's work of grace in
us, -- of our fitness by grace for the possession of eternal
glory and happiness in heaven, and -- of possessing this
blessed assurance "unto the end" confidently walks in faith
and is inspired to honor God in all things by the assurance of
his goodness, grace, and faithfulness.

“Be Not Slothful”

Let us not be slothful concerning our souls and the things of
God (v. 12), but diligent, following the examples of those who
have gone before us into glory, who through faith and
patience have inherited the promises of God in Christ.

Grace, salvation, and eternal life in and by Christ are
things bestowed upon sinners by the promise of God. This is
stated here to show us that salvation is not by our works, or
human merit, but is entirely the work and gift of God’s free
grace in Christ. It is a gift that shall assuredly be obtained by
God's elect. It shall be obtained by that faith and patience
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which God gives to his people by the power and grace of his
Spirit.

This gift of grace is expressed in the plural number,
"promises”, because it is the great, all-inclusive promise of
God. It is described as an inheritance, because the whole
thing is our in Christ, as the sons of God, as “heirs of God and
joint-heirs with Christ.”

Yet, this is a promise that shall be obtained after much
trouble, after faith has been tried and proved, through
“patience,” as illustrated in verses 13-15 in Abraham.

Hebrews 6:13-20
“Let Us Therefore Come”

Promise to Abraham

Abraham is here used as a pattern, because he was the
father of all believers. The promises God made to him of
blessedness and of being made a blessing, are ours, for all
the promises of God are in Christ, and are yea and amen in
him. "For when God made promise to Abraham, because he
could swear by no greater, he sware by himself, Saying,
Surely blessing | will bless thee, and multiplying | will multiply
thee. And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the
promise” (vv. 13-15).

The promises referred to here are found in Genesis 22:16-
17. This is the place where God’s promise was enforced with
his oath. This promise to Abraham was made by Christ
himself, the Angel of the Covenant, who swore by himself
because he could swear by none greater (Isa. 45:23). Yet, it
was a promise concerning Christ, Abraham’s Seed, and all
God'’s elect in him (Gal. 3:14-16, 29).

When the Scriptures speak of God swearing by himself, it
is a display of his condescension. He condescends to our
weakness, assuring us, by his oath, that his promise is good.
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All who are chosen of God, all who are called by his grace, all
who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, are hereby assured that
all spiritual blessings are and shall be ours in Christ forever
(Eph. 1:3-6).

Immutable Purpose

"For men verily swear by the greater. and an oath for
confirmation is to them an end of all strife. Wherein God,
willing more abundantly to show unto the heirs of promise the
immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath” (vv. 16-
17).

The oath of a man is given to put an end to strife, doubts,
and questions about what he has promised. How much more
shall God’s oath put an end to all our doubts and questions
concerning his promise of grace in Christ? The counsel of
God, as the term is used here, is his everlasting purpose of
grace in Christ, his purpose of grace, his eternal decree
concerning the salvation of his elect (Rom. 8:28-31). This is,
like God himself, here declared to be a matter of absolute
immutability.

God's purpose of grace is immutable. It must be
immutable, because it is the purpose and grace of the
immutable God (Mal. 3:6; James 1:17), whose wisdom is
infinite, whose power is omnipotence, whose will is
unalterable, whose grace is unconditional. God’s purposed
and promised grace is ours immutably because it comes to us
through the merits of our eternally accepted Surety. This is
what the words, “confirmed it by an oath,” suggest. They
speak of the interposition of a Mediator, Christ our Surety.

Two Immutable Things

"That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for
God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled
for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us” (v. 18).
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The two immutable things here are the decree of God and
the oath of God. By the decree of his will and the oath of his
covenant, knowing that “it is impossible for God to lie,” we find
in Christ our “strong consolation.” Our assurance and
consolation before God are not found in our feelings,
experiences, personal holiness, or even in our faith, but in
God our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. Believers are men and
women who have fled for refuge unto him, like the man slayer
in the Old Testament fled for refuge to one of the cities of
refuge.

Even the names of the cities were typically significant and
instructive (Ex. 21:13; Num. 35:6, 11, 14; Deut. 21:2, 9; Jos.
20:1-9). -- Kedesh means, "holy." Christ is holy, both as God
and man, and is our holiness before God, that “holiness
without which no man shall see the Lord.” -- Shechem means,
"the shoulder." Christ not only bore our sins in his own body
on the tree, he bears and carries their persons; and the
government of his church and kingdom is on his shoulders.
There, on his omnipotent shoulders, we are safe and secure. -
- Hebron means, "fellowship." Believers have fellowship with
Christ and with the Father in him; and in him we have
fellowship with one another. -- Bezer means, "a fortified
place." -- Christ is our stronghold, our high tower, and our
place of defense. To him we run; and in him we are safe. --
Ramoth means, "exaltations.” Our Lord Jesus Christ is exalted
at God's right hand, and in due time he will exalt those that
trust in him. -- Golan means "manifested.” Christ is God
“manifest in the flesh.” The Son of God was manifest to take
away our sins and destroy the works of the devil; and he will
be gloriously manifest and revealed at the last day.

The words “lay hold upon” are very strong. They mean to
laid hold firmly, as with a death grip. When Satan would pull
us off of Christ, we hold him fast. It is our faith in Christ, our
hope in him that the fiend of hell would destroy. — His
messengers are preachers who cunningly try to get us to take
refuge somewhere else.
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An Anchor

"Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and
stedfast, and which entereth into that within the veil" (v. 19).

Our hope is fastened within the veil. It is “a nail in a sure
place.” It is a sure and steadfast hope. Our ship may be
tossed to and fro, but it cannot be wrecked. Christ is the Pilot.
The Scriptures are the compass. God’s promises are the
tackling. Hope is the anchor. Faith is the cable holding it. The
Holy Spirit is the Wind that drives it.

The Forerunner

"Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made
an high priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec” (v. 20).

As the high priest in Israel entered into the holy of holies
once a year, the Lord Jesus Christ, our great High Priest, has
gone into the Holy Place. There he has taken possession of
Heavn as our Forerunner. By the merit of his own blood he
has obtained eternal redemption for us (Heb. 9:12). Our great
Forerunner has gone to heaven to make intercession for us
(Heb. 7:25; 1 John 2:1-2) as a Priest after the order of
Melchisedec. Our Lord Jesus Christ is a Priest after the order
of righteousness and of peace. The order of his priesthood is
an everlasting and unchangeable order.

Hebrews 6:14
“Partakers of Christ”

The text does not say, “We are made partakers with Christ.”
That is a precious, comforting truth of Scripture. We are joint-
heirs with Christ. Because all things are his, all things are
ours. But that is not the teaching of our text.

The text does not simply say that “We are made partakers
of the rich benefits of God’s grace in Christ.” That, too, is a
fact in which we rejoice. All the grace of God in Christ is ours,
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fully, freely, and perfectly. In Christ, we are partakers of
pardoning mercy, adopting love, regenerating grace,
sanctification, preservation, and eternal glory. All the
blessings of the covenant of grace are ours in Christ.

But the text goes further. It includes all this and much
more. Here, Paul tells us that, “We are made partakers of
Christ.” We are made partakers of Christ himself! This is a
privilege no tongue can describe. It is beyond the thought of
our finite minds. We are one with the Son of God, members of
his body, bone of his bone, and flesh of his flesh. Truly, this is
a great mystery!

Yet, this is the privilege of all true believers. The moment
any sinner believes on Christ, that sinner is so vitally and
really joined to Christ that he becomes a partaker of Christ. To
be partakers of Christ, what can this mean?

Legally

To be a partaker of Christ means that | have a share in his
merits. Sinful, though | am, vile, wretched, and unclean, I
come to the fountain filled with his blood, | am washed in it,
and | am made as white as snow. In that moment | become a
partaker of God’s eternal Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. Being a
partaker of Christ, his merits are my merits.

That which Christ did as my Substitute is actually mine.
Did he bear the wrath of God as my Substitute? Then all
God’s wrath against me is gone. Did he take my sin upon
himself? Then my sin is gone. Did he pay the debt | owed to
the law and justice of God? Then my debt is paid, nothing
more is owed. Yes, it is true!

“Jesus paid it all, all the debt | owed,
Sin had left a crimson stain:
He washed it white as snow.”

Since my debt has been paid, since in the Person of my
Substitute, Jesus Christ, | have paid all that God's law
required, God cannot require me to pay more.
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“Payment God cannot twice demand,
First at my bleeding Surety’s hand,
And then again at mine.”

Being partakers of Christ, his righteousness has become
ours. He is “The Lord our Righteousness.” Not only are we
freed from sin by his atoning sacrifice, we are rendered
righteous before God by Christ's obedience in life as our
responsible Representative. Christ, having obeyed God's law
as our Representative and fulfilling all righteousness for us,
we have obeyed God’s law in him, fulfilling all righteousness.
There is nothing which God in his law requires us to do which
we have not done in Christ, our Surety.

“With his spotless garments on,
We're as holy as the Holy One!”

Being thus partakers of Christ, we are “accepted in the
beloved.” Is Christ accepted of God? Is he fully, perfectly,
completely, eternally accepted? Even so, all who are
partakers of Christ are accepted in him. God looks upon all his
people, all true believers in Christ, and says, “These are my
beloved sons, in whom | am well pleased.”

“Near, so very near to God, Nearer we cannot be,

For in the Person of His Son, We're as near as He!”

Can you grasp what Paul is saying? “We are made
partakers of Christ!”

Experimentally

All true believers have both an eternal union with Christ and
an experimental union with him, a legal, covenant union, and
a vital, living union of faith. We are partakers of Christ by
God’s decree; and we are partakers of Christ by faith. We live
and feed upon him. His life is our daily bread. It sustains our
souls. His blood is the wine that makes our hearts glad. He is
our meat and drink (John 6:53-56).

Still there is a deeper spiritual lesson for us. Our union with
Christ is so real, so constant, so vital that He is our Life. To be
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a partaker of Christ is to derive life from him constantly. We
live upon Christ, just as the walls of a building stand upon the
foundation. We derive life from Christ, just like the branches
derive life from the vine. We are partakers of Christ, just as
the wife is a partaker of her husband. We are partakers of
Christ, just like the members of my body are partakers of my
heart and my head.

Eternally

We are so really and truly one with Christ that we are
partakers of him in his destiny. When he comes again, his
holy ones shall come with him. The fact that he is risen from
the dead is the earnest and promise of our resurrection. At the
day of his appearing, we shall rise and participate in the
fruition of his mediatorial work. We will judge men and angels
with Christ. We will join Christ in the destruction of his foes.
We will join Christ in the marriage of the Lamb. We will stand
with Christ before his Father’s throne. We will inherit the glory
he has inherited as our Mediator (John 17:22).

Spurgeon said, “All right and all might, all that can extol or
delight, all that forever and ever shall contribute to the glory of
Christ, shall be shared by all the faithful, for we are partakers
not only with him, but of him - of Christ - therefore of all the
surroundings of glory and honor that shall belong to him.”

By Grace

This is all the work of divine grace. “We are MADE partakers
of Christ” (1 Cor. 1:30). God himself has made us to be
partakers of Christ his Son by the work of his almighty grace.
He put us in Christ in election. He put Christ in us in
regeneration. He made us partakers of Christ by the gift of
faith.

Hebrews 7:1-11
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Christ A Priest

After The Order of Melchizedek

In the last verse of chapter six, the Holy Spirit declares that
our Lord Jesus Christ has been “made an high priest after the
order of Melchizedek.” Here he proceeds to show us the
beauty and greatness of Christ as our Great High Priest, as
he was typified in this man, Melchizedek.

We first meet with this great man, Melchizedek, in Genesis
14:18-20. When Abraham returned from the slaughter of the
kings of the plain, after delivering Lot from his captors,
Melchizedek met him with bread and wine, received tithes
from the patriarch, and blessed him.

After he left Abraham, we have no mention of his name
again, until we get to Psalm 110. There, David gave a
prophetic psalm of praise to the Lord Jesus Christ as the
exalted Mediator and King, Savior and Great High Priest of
God'’s elect. In verse 4, he tells us that our Lord Jesus, in his
exaltation glory, is “a priest after the order of Melchizedek.”

No other mention is made of this great man until we get to
the Book of Hebrews. He is mentioned frequently in this Book.
In fact, Psalm 110:4 is quoted twice in chapter 5 (vv. 6 and
10), and again in chapter 6 (v. 20). Then, this entire seventh
chapter is taken up with this eminent type of Christ. Here, the
Holy Spirit calls for us to pause and “consider how great this
man was.” The Spirit's point in calling our attention to the
greatness of Melchizedek is that we might be made to see the
infinitely superior greatness of our Lord Jesus Christ, as he
was “made an high priest after the order of Melchizedek.”

Verse 1 "For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the
most high God, who met Abraham returning from the
slaughter of the kings, and blessed him."

We are not told who Melchizedek was. Some think he was
one of Shem’s sons. Others suppose that he was a
descendent of Ham, a Canaanite Priest and King. There are
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some who think that he was an angel who appeared in the
form of a man. Many teach that he was Christ himself,
appearing to Abraham in a preincarnate human body.

In verse 15, we are told that our Savior is a Priest after the
similitude of Melchizedek. It is evident, therefore, that he was
a man, a priest, and a king; but one whose place, ancestry,
life, and death have been purposefully hidden from us, so that
he might be a great type and picture of Christ.

Verse 2 "To whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all;
first being by interpretation King of righteousness, and after
that also King of Salem, which is, King of peace."

Unlike any other man, this man pictured our Savior in that
he was both a king and a priest, a priest upon a throne (Zech.
6:13).

Verse 3 "Without father, without mother, without descent,
having neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like
unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually."

Like Melchizedek, he was without father as a man, without
mother as God, without beginning of days, without end of life,
and a continual, abiding Priest.

Verses 4-5 "Now consider how great this man was, unto
whom even the patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the
spoils.” And verily they that are of the sons of Levi, who
receive the office of the priesthood, have a commandment to
take tithes of the people according to the law, that is, of their
brethren, though they come out of the loins of Abraham.

If Abraham honored Melchizedek with tithes, how much
more we ought to honor God our Savior with our substance,
consecrating all to him who loved us and gave himself for us.

Verse 6 "But he whose descent is not counted from them
received tithes of Abraham, and blessed him that had the
promises.”

As Abraham was blessed by Melchizedek, God'’s elect are
blessed in and by Christ (Rom. 4:13; Gal. 3:16; Eph. 1:3).
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Verse 7 "And without all contradiction the less is blessed of
the better."

As Melchizedek was greater than Abraham, greater than
Levi, greater than all the great ones who came from the loins
of Abraham, so the Lord Jesus Christ is infinitely greater than
all. In his deity, in his humanity, in his offices, in his work, in
his accomplishments, and in his intercession, Christ excels all.

Verse 8 "And here men that die receive tithes; but there he
receiveth them, of whom it is witnessed that he liveth.”

All other priests died. Their priesthood ceased. Christ lives
forever. His priesthood will never cease (Heb. 5:6; 6:20)."

Verse 9-11 "And as | may so say, Levi also, who receiveth
tithes, paid tithes in Abraham. For he was yet in the loins of
his father, when Melchizedek met him. If therefore perfection
were by the Levitical priesthood, (for under it the people
received the law,) what further need was there that another
priest should rise after the order of Melchizedek, and not be
called after the order of Aaron?"

The reason why the priests, sacrifices, ceremonies, and
ordinances of the law have all ceased is simple. They could
not save. Christ can! Christ does! Christ has! Therefore, he
continues forever (Gal. 2:21; Heb. 7:18-19; 8:7).

Hebrews 7:15-28
“An Unchangeable Priesthood”

Verses 12-14 "For the priesthood being changed, there is
made of necessity a change also of the law. For he of whom
these things are spoken pertaineth to another tribe, of which
no man gave attendance at the altar. "For it is evident that our
Lord sprang out of Juda; of which tribe Moses spake nothing
concerning priesthood.”

We cannot come to God without an altar, a priest, and a
sacrifice. But those OIld Testament priests, altars, and
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sacrifices could never bring anyone to God. Therefore, a
change had to come. The picture had to be replaced with the
Person. The shadow had to give way to the Substance. The
law had to give way to grace. The Levitical priesthood had to
die to make room for a Priest after the order of Melchizedek
from the tribe of Judah (Isa. 11:1; Matt. 1:3; Luke 3:33; Rom.
1:3; Rev. 5:5)

Verses 15-16 "And it is yet far more evident: for that after
the similitude of Melchizedek there ariseth another priest,
Who is made, not after the law of a carnal commandment, but
after the power of an endless life."

The Lord Jesus Christ, our great High Priest entered into
and exercises his everlasting and efficacious priesthood by
virtue of his resurrection glory.

Verses 17-18 "For he testifieth, Thou art a priest for ever
after the order of Melchizedek." (See Ps. 110:4; Heb. 5:6, 10;
6:20.) "For there is verily a disannulling of the commandment
going before for the weakness and unprofitableness thereof.
For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a
better hope did; by the which we draw nigh unto God."

The law made nothing perfect. It was never intended to do
so, but only to point sinners to Christ who would make
everything perfect (Rom. 8:3-4; Heb. 10:1-4; Acts 13:38-39;
Rom. 3:20, 21, 28; 8:1-4; Gal 2:16; Heb. 9:9). By his perfect
obedience to God in the room and stead of his people, the
Lord Jesus has brought in a better hope (Heb. 6:18; 8:6). In
him believing sinners have a good hope through grace, hope
founded upon righteousness established, justice satisfied, and
grace bestowed. Christ has given us such absolute perfection
before God that we can now draw near to God himself with
confidence, peace, and assurance (Rom. 5:1-2; Eph. 2:18;
3:12; Heb. 4:16; 10:19).

Verses 20-22 "And inasmuch as not without an oath he
was made priest: (For those priests were made without an
oath; but this with an oath by him that said unto him, The Lord
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sware and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the
order of Melchizedek:) By so much was Jesus made a surety
of a better testament.”

Our Great High Priest is our covenant Surety, the Surety
God himself has accepted as our Representative (Ps. 110:4;
Heb. 8:6; 9:11-15; 12:24; 13:20-21).

Verses 23-24 "And they truly were many priests, because
they were not suffered to continue by reason of death: "But
this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable
priesthood."

Our Savior is an unchangeable, immutable, irrevocable,
eternal, effectual Priest! The virtue of his sacrifice is
everlasting and unalterable! Read verses 25-28 and rejoice!

Verses 25-28 "Wherefore he is able also to save them to
the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever
liveth to make intercession for them. For such an high priest
became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from
sinners, and made higher than the heavens; Who needeth not
daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his
own sins, and then for the people's: for this he did once, when
he offered up himself. For the law maketh men high priests
which have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since
the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for evermore"
(Rom. 8:33-34; 1 Tim. 2:5; Heb. 9:24-26, 28; 1 John 2:1-2).

Hebrews 7:19-25
“The Bringing In of a Better Hope”

There is no hope in the law, because the law provides no
perfection. There is no peace in the law, because the law can
only condemn. But the gospel gives us a better hope than
could ever be found in the law. That hope is “a good hope,” —
“a blessed hope,” — a hope that “maketh not ashamed,”
because that hope is Christ! Blessed is that person who has
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learned to look to Christ alone for the whole of God’'s
salvation, the whole of his acceptance with the holy Lord God.

Acceptance

The whole of our acceptance with God is in Christ. It is the
Person and work of Christ alone, which makes us acceptable
and accepted with the thrice holy Lord God.

The whole of our assurance before God is in Christ. Be
sure you understand this. Our relationship with God does, in
great measure, determine what we do; but what we do does
not in any way, or to any degree, affect our relationship with
our God.

The whole of our security in grace is in Christ. We are in
Christ. We are accepted, because Christ is accepted. We are
secure, because Christ is secure. We are holy, because he is
holy. We have no sin, because he has no sin. He put away
our sins. Therefore, God will not charge his elect with sin, at
any time, or for any reason (Rom. 4:28).

“Near, so very near to God, Nearer | cannot be,
For in the person of His Son | am as near as He.
Dear, so very dear to God, Dearer | cannot be,
For in the person of His Son | am as dear as He!”

Good Shepherd

Christ is our Good Shepherd. As such, he gave his life for his
sheep. He seeks his sheep, each one of them and every one
of them, until he finds it. When he finds it, he lays it on his
shoulders and carries it all the way home. The Good
Shepherd knows his sheep. He calls them by name. He leads
them, feeds them, protects them, and preserves them. He
gives them eternal life and declares, “They shall never perish!”
My heart rejoices in the knowledge that Christ is my Shepherd
and | am his sheep (John 10:1-30).
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Substitution

The Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is our Substitute. He
lived in righteousness and died in shame as the
Representative of his people. Substitution is the basis of hope
for fallen man, -- the foundation and essence of the gospel, --
the message God’s servants are sent to declare, -- and good
news for guilty sinners. “In due time, Christ died for the
ungodly...Who his own self bear our sins in his own body on
the tree” (Rom. 5:6; 1 Pet. 2:24). For my own heart there is
nothing so deep and mysterious, so profound and awesome,
so wonderful and inspiring, so full and joyful, so comforting
and assuring as the glorious, God honoring, gospel doctrine of
substitution. Indeed, substitution is the very fabric from which
all biblical truth is made. How I rejoice to know and to declare,
"He hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we
might be made the righteousness of God in him."

High Priest

Christ is our great High Priest. He has our names engraved
upon his heart. “By his own blood, he entered in once into the
holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.” The
Lord Jesus Christ deals with God on our behalf. He makes
intercession with the Father for us. He who entered into
heaven as our Forerunner and sat down on the right hand of
the Majesty on High is Christ, our great High Priest.

This great High Priest is God; but he is also a man, a man
touched with the feeling of our infirmities. He knows our trials,
temptations, and troubles. He knows our weaknesses and our
woes. And he sympathizes with us. He intercedes for us,
pleading our cause with the Father. Christ is a Priest we can
safely trust. His sacrifice has been accepted in heaven (Heb.
10:1-14).
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Advocate

The Son of God is our Advocate with the Father (1 John 2:1-
2). What could be more blessedly consoling to sinful men and
women? The Son of God is our Advocate with the Father. “We
have an Advocate with the Father!” He is a gracious, loving
Advocate, -- a righteous Advocate, -- a full time Advocate, and
an effectual Advocate

Do you see how anxious the Holy Spirit is for believing
sinners to enjoy the comfort and assurance of our souls’
salvation? He not only tells us what Christ has done, is doing,
and shall yet do for us, he uses metaphor after metaphor to
assure God'’s believing people that all is well between us and
our God.

Surety

Among the many descriptions used in Holy Scripture to
describe our Savior’'s glorious person and redemptive work,
none can be more instructive, consoling, and assuring than
that which is spoken of in Hebrews 7:22. Here the Holy Spirit
tells us that the Lord Jesus Christ is our Surety, the Surety of
the everlasting covenant. As Judah became surety for
Benjamin (Gen. 43:8-9), the Lord Jesus Christ became Surety
for God’s elect in the covenant of grace. That is to say, the
Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, willingly, voluntarily
assumed the total responsibility of our souls before his Father,
making himself honor bound to save us!

Hebrews 7:22
A Surety

A surety is one who approaches one person on the behalf of
another person. He is a representative man who lays himself
under obligation to another person for the one he represents.
It is in this sense that Christ is our Surety. He drew near to his
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Father on our behalf, and laid himself under obligation to God
for us (Ps. 40:7-8).

A Matter of Honor

Suretyship is, to a man of honor, a voluntary bondage (Pro.
6:1-2). A surety is one who strikes hands with another in
solemn agreement. He gives his word that he will fulfill his
agreement. Thus he binds his honor to the fulfilment of that
which he has agreed to do.

When the Lord Jesus Christ became our Surety, he
voluntarily placed himself in bondage to his Father until his
service was performed (Isa. 50:5-7; John 10:16-18). The Son
of God, as our Mediator, as our covenant Surety, assumed
total responsibility for the everlasting salvation of God’s elect,
and willingly bound himself to the work of saving us.

An Eternal Surety

This is what the Lord Jesus Christ did as our Surety in the
Covenant of Grace before the world began. He drew near to
God on the behalf of his elect. He promised to faithfully
perform all that God required for the salvation of his people.
He struck hands with the Father in solemn agreement.

A Trusted Surety

God the Father trusted Christ as our Surety from eternity. He
entrusted his elect people into the hands of his Son as our
Surety, and the matter of our salvation was then and there
settled forever. This is exactly how the Word of God describes
the eternal aspect of salvation (Rom. 8:28-30; Eph. 1:3-6, 12;
2 Tim. 1:9-10).

God the Father put his chosen into the hands of his own
dear Son, who volunteered to bring in everlasting
righteousness for them, and to put away their sins by the
sacrifice of himself. The Father, trusting the Son as our
Surety, looked upon his people in him as redeemed, justified,
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sanctified, called, and glorified from everlasting. As such, he
has, from eternity, made his elect to be “accepted in the
Beloved.” He has blessed all his chosen with all the blessings
of grace and salvation in Christ the Surety.

Hebrews 7:22
“Made A Surety”

How did the Lord Jesus Christ become our Surety? The Holy
Spirit tells us, “By so much was Jesus made a surety of a
better testament.” He was made our Surety by the oath of
God himself (v. 21), by the eternal decree of the Almighty,
who accepted him for us and accepted us in him.

An Absolute Surety

With men a Surety is a mere guarantor, a co-signer who is
jointly responsible with the principle debtor for the payment of
a debt. Not so with Christ! Our Lord Jesus Christ did not
merely agree to meet our obligations to God’'s law if we, by
some circumstance or condition, became incapable of
meeting our own obligations. Our blessed Savior, as our
Surety, took the whole of our obligation before the law of God
upon himself.

A Voluntary Surety

With men a surety may be legally forced into suretyship. A
man is legally responsible for the debts of his wife. A father is
legally responsible for the debts and legal liabilities of his
minor children. But Christ voluntarily, cheerfully placed himself
in servitude to God’s law and will as the Surety of his own
elect. From the instant he became Surety for his people, he
became servant to his Father (Isa. 42:1; 49:3; John 10:17-18).
The Lord Jesus Christ is an absolute Surety by voluntary
consent.
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Transferred Responsibility

When he became our Surety, Christ took the whole of our
debt upon himself. He became responsible for our obligations.
As soon as he was accepted as our Surety, we were released
from all of our debts and obligations to God’s holy law. As
soon as God accepted his Son as our Surety, he set us free.
He ceased looking to us for satisfaction. He freed us from all
bondage, all curse, all penalty, and all obligation; and looked
to his Son for satisfaction of our debts (Job 33:24; Phile.
1:18). When Christ became Surety for us, our sins were
imputed to him. By divine imputation, our sins were placed to
his account. He became responsible for them. Christ was
made to be sin for us when he hung upon the cursed tree. But
he became responsible and accountable for sin when he
became our Surety (2 Cor. 5:21; Isa. 53:6; Ps. 40:12; 69:5).

The Result

When Christ became our Surety, we were then and there
redeemed, justified, pardoned, and made righteous in the
sight of God (Rom. 8:28-30; Eph. 1:3-6; 2 Tim. 1:9-10). God’s
forbearance, patience, and long-suffering with this world are
due to the suretyship engagements of Christ. God’s eye has
always been on the blood. It is the blood of Christ our Surety
that held back the hand of God's judgment when Adam
sinned. The OIld Testament saints were pardoned, justified,
and forgiven upon the basis of Christ's obedience as our
Surety, though he had not yet actually rendered that
obedience (Isa. 43:25; 45:24-25; Heb. 11:13-16). Those saints
of old, like believers today, had knowledge of and faith in
Christ as their Surety (Job 19:25-27; Ps. 32:1-4; 119:122; Isa.
38:14).

Hebrews 7:25
“Made A Surety”
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“Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men.”
It is my responsibility as God’s messenger to your soul to
persuade you to trust his darling Son. How can | do so? What
words shall | use?

Lost

| cannot imagine a sadder word than the word “lost.” If you are
yet without Christ, you are a lost sinner (1 John 5:10-12). How
those words ought to alarm you! If you are without faith in
Christ, the wrath of God is upon you! You are guilty,
depraved, and helpless. You are justly condemned. The
flaming sword of divine justice thirsts for your blood! Unless
God is pleased to save you, you will soon be in hell. You know
that this is the sad state of your soul. Your conscience bears
witness to the fact that you are lost.

Righteousness

The holy Lord God demands righteousness from you, perfect
righteousness. It is written, “That except your righteousness
shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees,
ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.” Yet,
you cannot produce righteousness. The polluted fountain of
your depraved heart can never bring forth the pure water of
righteousness.

Satisfaction

As God demands righteousness, so he demands satisfaction.
Sin must be punished. “The soul that sinneth, it shall die.”
“Every one shall die for his own iniquity.” “The wages of sin is
death.” Again, your very conscience tells you this is so. Yet,
death, even the everlasting death of men in hell, can never
satisfy the infinite justice of God.
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Christ

Never can a lost soul find a sweeter word than this! Christ is
the Son of God. Christ is the Mediator between God and men.
Christ is the Savior of lost sinners. Christ is hope. Christ is life.
Christ is able to save unto the uttermost all who come to God
by him! Christ and Christ alone can save you (1 Tim. 2:5-6;
Acts 4:12).

The Lord Jesus Christ came into this world, God in human
flesh, as a representative Man. He lived in perfect obedience
to the law and will of God as a man, bringing in everlasting
righteousness for all who look to him alone for righteousness.
Once he had fully obeyed the demands of the law as the God-
man Mediator, the Lord Jesus Christ took the sins of his
people upon himself and died the ignominious death of the
cross as the sinners’ Substitute, satisfying all the law and
justice of God for his people. Now, he is able to save to the
uttermost all who trust him, because in him, by the merits of
his blood and righteousness, God is both “a just God and a
Savior.” May God be pleased now to grant you faith in him to
the saving of your soul.

Hebrews 7:25
Come To God

The Bible alone, the Book of Holy Scripture, tells us what
salvation is and how it may be obtained. The Scriptures alone
are able to make us wise unto salvation. Only in the Bible do
we read of God’s mercy, love, and grace toward fallen man.
The Word of God alone shows us how that a holy God can
both be just and the Justifier of the ungodly. Salvation is
revealed only in the Scriptures; and salvation is the primary,
essential doctrine of Holy Scripture.

The Bible was not written to teach us history, but to teach
us grace. The Bible was not written to instruct us in
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philosophy, but to instruct us in divine truth. The Bible was not
written to teach us morality, but to teach us the way of
salvation and life in Christ. Salvation by Christ is the message
of Holy Scripture.

One Way

In order to be saved we must come to God by Christ Jesus.
“He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come to
God by him.” Saving faith is described by many metaphors in
the Word of God. Faith is looking to Christ. Faith is leaning on
Christ. Faith is embracing Christ. Faith is receiving Christ.
Faith is laying hold of Christ. Here, faith is coming to Christ
and coming to God by Christ.

Coming

What is this coming to God? Please understand that coming
to God is not a physical act. In this day of high-pressure
evangelism, altar-call salvation, and decisional regeneration, |
cannot stress this enough. Coming to God is not a physical
act. It is a spiritual act.

No one has ever been saved by a physical act. You do not
get saved by coming to church, but by coming to God. You do
not get saved by coming to the front, or coming to an “altar”,
or coming to a confessional booth, but by coming to God. You
do not get saved by saying “the sinner’'s prayer,” but by
coming to God. You do not get saved by coming to baptism,
but by coming to God. You do not get saved by coming to the
Lord’s Supper, but by coming to God.

e Coming to God is a spiritual act of the heatrt. It is not
coming to him now and then, but coming to him
continually,  sincerely, whole-heartedly.  This
deliberate, willful, whole-hearted coming to God is
faith (Heb. 11:6; 1 Pet. 2:4-5).

e Coming to God implies that you must leave
something else. If a person comes to God, he must
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leave his sins and he must leave his righteousness.
He must leave his bad works and his good works.
The gate is too straight to carry anything in with
you; and the way is too narrow to allow you to pick
up anything along the way.

e Coming to God implies a sense of need. Coming to
God implies a reconciliation of the heart to him, as
he is pleased to reveal himself in Holy Scripture.
Above all, coming to God is to believe him. It is
exercising faith in him.

Mediator

How do we come to God? There is but one way for sinful men
to come to God. All who come to God have to come the same
way. We come to God “by Him.” Christ is the only Way to God
(John 14:6; Heb. 10:20). Christ is the only Door of Entrance
into life (John 10:9). Christ is the only Mediator between God
and men. God will never accept any who come to him without
a suitable Sacrifice, and that Sacrifice is Christ. God will never
accept any who come to him without a spotless garment of
righteousness. That garment is Christ.

Hebrews 7:26-28
Five Superiorities of Christ’s Priesthood

In the last three verses of Hebrews 7 we are given a
marvelous display of Christ’s superiority over all the priests of
the Old Testament. The Holy Spirit would have us marvel at
the superiority of Christ’'s priesthood over the Aaronic order,
which he came to fulfill and replace.

A Sinless Priest

First, our Lord Jesus Christ is a sinless priest (v. 26). We have
a High Priest who is "holy, harmless, undefiled, separated
from sinners, and made higher than the heavens." No other
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priest could ever say that. They were all sinful, like you and
me. But not Christ. He was tempted but never yielded to the
point of sin.

Needed No Sacrifice

Second, because he was sinless, our Priest did not need to
make atonement for himself. Therefore, he could and did offer
himself as a sacrifice to God for us (v. 27). The Lord Jesus did
not have to offer sacrifices for himself, but instead could offer
himself as a sacrifice. He did not need, like those high priests
of old, to offer up daily sacrifices, first for his own sins, and
then for the sins of the people. Therefore, he was able to
atone for the sins of his people, which were imputed to him,
by the sacrifice of himself. This He did once for all when He
offered up himself.

The Lord Jesus Christ is radically different from all those
priests. They had sins of their own that had to be dealt with
first. Never in a million years would it have entered their heads
that they could actually be the sacrifice for the sins of others.
But Christ changed everything. He needed no sacrifice for
himself. Rather, he became a sacrifice in himself.

Once For All

Third, our Lord’s sacrifice of himself was "once for all"* (v. 27).
"This He did once, when He offered up Himself." What a great
declaration! One time, conclusively, with finality, the Son of
God made atonement for all God’s elect by the sacrifice of
himself!

This great work of redemption is the center of all history.
Every work of God's grace in history before the sacrifice of
Christ looked forward to the death of Christ for its foundation.
And every work of God's grace since the sacrifice of Christ
looks back to the death of Christ for its foundation.

Christ is the center of world history, the center of Bible
history, and the center of the history of grace. There is no
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grace without him. Grace was planned from all eternity, but it
was planned with Christ at the center and his death as the
foundation (Rom 8:28-30; Eph. 1:3-6; 2 Tim. 1:9-10; Rev.
13:8).

Divinely Appointed

The fourth superiority of Christ over all the priests of the
Old Testament is this: - They were appointed by the law in
their weakness; but he was appointed by the very oath of God
himself as the perfect Son (v. 28).

The oath of God here is the oath given in Psalm 110:4,
"The LORD has sworn and will not repent, Thou art a priest
forever according to the order of Melchizedek." The oath
came after the law and pointed to the end of the law even in
David’s day, “for Christ is the end of the law.” The Lord Jesus
Christ is the termination of the law, because he is the
complete fulfillment of it.

The oath was spoken to Christ as our Mediator. In Psalm
110:1, David says, "The Lord (God, Jehovah) said to my Lord
(Christ our Mediator, the Messiah) sit at my right hand.” Thus,
David declared that the final High Priest is the Messiah, the
Son of God, after the order of Melchizedek, not after the
orders of Levi or Aaron, One who was installed by the oath of
God, not by the law of a carnal commandment, which has now
passed away. Therefore, we read in Psalm 110:3, “Thy people
shall be willing in the day of thy power.”

A Priest Forever

The fifth superiority of Christ over all other priests is that He is
a Priest forever (v. 28). The oath "makes the Son, (a Priest)
who is consecrated forever." The Lord Jesus Christ, our great
High Priest, shall never die. He shall never be replaced. He
has an indestructible life. He will outlive all his foes. He will be
there for us long after everyone we depend on is dead.

Children sometimes fear that their parents will not live to
take care of them. And sometimes parents fear they will not
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be alive to take care of their children. Here is something
peculiarly precious to the believer. — That One who is our
great High Priest, our Advocate with the Father, that One who
prays for us, with all the tenderness and sympathy of his
infinite Being, has been perfected forever! -- Not for a decade.
-- Not for a century. -- Not for a millennium. -- But forever!

The Point

The great point of this text is this: -- We have a great High
Priest, the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who came into
the world in human flesh, lived a perfectly righteous life as a
man, offered himself as a perfect sacrifice for the sins of his
people, rose to everlasting life, and sat down at the right hand
of the Majesty on High. There he who loves us with a
distinguishing, everlasting love, prays for us and bids us draw
near to God through him. There is no priest between God and
man, but Christ. Oh, but what a Priest he is! In John 17 we are
given a glimpse of our great High Priest’s intercessory work,
as he prays for his elect, seeking for us all things necessary
for our souls’ everlasting good; and his prayer, the Father
always grants!

Hebrews 8:1-2
This Is Our Priest

We bow to no earthly priest. Our great High Priest, the only
Mediator and Priest by which sinners may approach the holy
Lord God is in heaven. The eighth chapter shows us the
superiority of Christ's ministry as our High Priest over the
ministry of the Aaronic priests in the Old Testament. The
superiority of our Savior's priestly ministry is here
demonstrated in three ways.
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A Seated Priest

Our great High Priest, the Lord Jesus Christ, is a Seated
Priest. — “We have such a high priest, who is set” (v. 1; Ps.
110:1; Heb. 1:1-3; 10:12-13). The fact that he sat down
declares that his work was done. When our Lord Jesus cried,
“It is finished,” he meant, “It is finished!” — What was finished?
All the types, promises and prophecies concerning him were
fulfilled and finished. All the commandments and ceremonies
of the law were fulfiled and finished. All the work of
redemption, which he came into the world to perform, was
finished. No priest ever sat down in the typical holy of holies,
because none of those priest could ever finish their work.
Their sacrifices could never put away sin. The Lord Jesus
Christ sat down, because his work was finished.

Seated Upon A Throne

Our great High Priest is seated upon the throne of God! — “On
the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the Heavens” —
(v. 1). The fact that he is seated upon the throne of God, the
throne of universal monarchy, the throne of grace, declares
that he is, indeed, able to (and most assuredly will) save all
his people unto the uttermost, for he has been given power
over all flesh for that purpose (John 17:1-2; Rom. 14:9.

The True Sanctuary

All earthly priests served in the earth. Theirs was an earthly,
carnal ministry. Our Lord Jesus Christ is “a minister of the true
sanctuary” in heaven. — (v. 2). The fact that he sat down
declares that his work is done. The fact that he sat down on
the throne of God declares that he is able to save all for whom
he died, whose interests he serves as God’s High Priest. And
the fact that he sat down in heaven declares that his work has
been accepted. — Hallelujah!

Be sure you do not miss this. — When he sat down in
heaven, our Savior sat down as our Forerunner, and our
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Covenant Head; and we sat down in him (Eph. 2:4-7). He took
possession of eternal salvation and all the glory of heaven in
the name of his people, as our representative. That means
that we entered into heaven and sat down with him. He
entered into and took possession of heaven as our
Forerunner. That means that we, for whom he entered in,
shall also enter into heaven by him.

Our great High Priest, the Son of God in human flesh,
ministers for us continually in the holy of holies, not on earth,
but in heaven itself, in that holy place not made with hands, in
the very presence of God (Heb. 9:24). This is the superiority
of our Savior's priestly ministry. Our great High Priest is
interceding for us in heaven (Rom. 8:33-34). That is the work
of a priest. He makes intercession; and the intercession of
that Priest, who has been accepted in heaven for us, is
infallibly effectual.

“The Father hears Him pray, His dear anointed One,
He cannot turn away The presence of His Son!”

Hebrews 8:1-5
The Main Point

How often have you read an article or a book, or heard a
sermon and said to yourself, “I wish he would just give me the
main point”? That is exactly what Paul does in Hebrews 8:1-5.
In fact, thee words, “this is the sum” (v. 1), would be better
translated, “this is the main thing.” Here the Holy Spirit tells us
that what is before us in this eighth chapter of Hebrews is the
main, primary, most important thing for us to know and
understand regarding the priesthood of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Shadows Replaced

The Lord Jesus Christ did not come to fit into the old system
of priestly sacrifices. He came to fulfill them, put an end to
them, and replace them. He is the reality; they were but
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shadows, types, and pictures of him. When the Real Thing
came, the shadows passed away. That is what we are told in
verse 5. The last words in the verse are a quotation from
Exodus 25:40. They were God’s words to his servant Moses.
The Lord commanded his servant to make all things according
to the pattern he showed him.

All the furnishings and the actions of the Old Testament
tabernacle were but types, shadows, and pictures of Christ, of
“heavenly (spiritual) things.” They served only to point to
heavenly, spiritual things. Once the heavenly, spiritual things
came, they vanished forever.

The whole point of the book of Hebrews is that Jesus
Christ, God's Son, has not just come to fit into the earthly,
carnal, Old Testament system of things, as the best and final
human priest. He came to fulfill and forever abolish that
system and to turn our hearts to himself, ministering for us in
heaven. The Old Testament tabernacle and priests and
sacrifices were shadows. Now the reality has come and the
shadows have passed away. That is the message of Hebrews
8:1-5. The Lord Jesus Christ is precisely the kind of Priest
spoken of and typified in the Old Testament Scriptures.

A Priest upon A Throne

He is a Priest in Heaven, seated upon his royal throne as God
in human flesh (v. 1). "My little children, these things write |
unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: And he
is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also
for the sins of the whole world" (1 John 2:1-2).

A Minister of the Sanctuary

His body is that true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched and
not man (v. 2). “Christ being come an high priest of good
things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not
made with hands, that is to say, not of this building; Neither by
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the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he
entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal
redemption for us” (Heb. 9:11-12).

A Priest with a Sacrifice

Our Lord Jesus, as our Priest, must have something to offer
as a Sacrifice to God (vv. 3-4). “Wherefore when he cometh
into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest
not, but a body hast thou prepared me" (Heb. 10:5).

All the law and services of the Old Testament were but
pictures of true, heavenly, spiritual worship, “the example and
shadow of heavenly things” (v. 5). We have | the Lord Jesus
Christ such a High Priest as was pictured in the Old
Testament Scriptures, one who has taken His seat at the right
hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, a minister in
the sanctuary, and in the true tabernacle, which the Lord
pitched, not man.

That Priest who stands between us and God our Father,
that One who makes us right with God, who prays for us
before God is not an ordinary, weak, sinful, dying, priest like
Aaron and Levi. Our Lord Jesus Christ is the Son of God,
omnipotent, sinless, with an indestructible life.

Not only that, he does not minister in an earthly tabernacle
with all its limitations of place and size, a tabernacle that must
wear out with time and use. Our Priest is ministering for us in
a "true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, not man." Christ is
the real thing in heaven. Christ is the pattern shown to Moses
in the Mount.

Implications

What is implied by all this? What does this mean to us?
“Christ is the end of the law!” The High Priesthood of Christ
fulfilled and forever brought to an end all the carnal
ordinances of legal worship required under the Mosaic law
(Col. 2:11-23). The tabernacle, the temple, the priesthood, the
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priestly garments, the priestly service, the priestly sacrifices,
holy days, sabbath keeping, the commandments, the whole
thing (Rom. 10:4).

The worship of God has been radically altered. Divine
worship is no longer an external, material thing, but an internal
spiritual matter. The external is still important, but now the
spiritual is radically pervasive. We do not worship God at
specified holy places, or upon specified holy days, or under
the rigors of specified vestments, liturgy, etc. The believer’'s
life of faith in Christ is a life of worship (Rom. 12:1-2; 1 Cor.
6:19-20; 10:31). Indeed, our very acts of obedience to Christ
are now, in Christ, by his merits and his blood, accepted of
God as a sweet smelling sacrifice (Phil 4:18; 1 Pet. 2:5).
Salvation is life in the Spirit. It is worshipping God in the
totality of our beings. It is the continual consecration of our
very lives to Christ. All true worshippers worship God in the
Spirit and in truth (John 4:23-24; Phil. 3:3). We have nothing
holy, but Christ. There is no place in the worship of God for
religious symbols, crosses, images, and icons etc. We have
no altar, but Christ, no priest, but Christ, no sacrifice, but
Christ, no sabbath, but Christ, no access to God, but Christ,
no mercy-seat, but Christ, no ark, but Christ, no holy thing, but
Christ! Salvation is doing business with God in the holy place.
Worship is living for the glory of God. Evangelism is carrying
Christ, to poor needy sinners by the gospel.

Hebrews 8:1-6
A Better Covenant And Better Promises

It is of utmost importance that we understand the teaching of
Holy Scripture with regard to the old and new covenants. It is
not possible to understand the work of Christ as our Substitute
and the saving operations of our God in grace, until we
understand the distinction between works and grace, between
the old covenant of the law and the new covenant of grace.
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This distinction is a matter of great confusion to many in
the religious world today. | have no doubt that it is a matter of
some confusion to some who read these lines. Can you
imagine how confusing it must have been to those believers of
the first century, especially to those who were Jews?

e The Temple was still standing; -- but God was no
longer worshipped there.

e The ordinances of the Levitical priesthood were still
being performed; -- but God had set aside both the
priesthood and the ordinances.

e Sabbath days were still meticulously observed; --
but Christ, the Lord of the Sabbath, had already
finished his work and entered into his rest, fulfilling
the sabbath and setting aside the carnal ordinance.

e The Sun of Righteousness had risen; -- but the
moon had not yet vanished from view. It was
waning and ready to vanish, but had not yet
vanished.

e There was still a high priest in Israel; -- but the High
Priest of God’s Israel was in Glory!

e The religious, but unbelieving, Jews were (as most
religious people are today) still trying to live by and
worship God by the commandments and
ceremonies of the Mosaic law; -- but Christ, who is
the end of the law, had fulfilled it and had forever
abolished the legal covenant by his obedience to
God as our Substitute.

e The new covenant had been established and the
old forever abolished; -- but almost all the emblems
of the old covenant were still standing.

That time of transition, between the resurrection of Christ
and the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD, must have been
very confusing to the Jewish believers. And many of the
Gentile churches were plagued by the infiltration of Judaizers
who attempted to bring them under the yoke of legal bondage
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by mixing law and grace. Let the confusion forever end (Rom.
6:14-15; 7:1-4; 8:1-4; 10:1-4; Gal. 1:6-9; 3:1-3; 5:1-4; Col. 2:8-
23).

The Book of Hebrews was written specifically to correct
the confusion by showing the great superiority of the gospel,
the superiority of the new covenant over the old, the
superiority of this present gospel age to the former legal
dispensation. In the seventh chapter the Holy Spirit irrefutably
displayed the superiority of Christ's priesthood over the
Aaronic priesthood of the Old Testament. The eighth chapter
displays the superiority of the new covenant over the old. The
new covenant is altogether spiritual, a covenant of grace,
pure, free grace, flowing to sinners through the mediation of
Christ, established upon the unconditional promises of
unconditional grace.

Hebrews 8:1-6
This Is Our Priest

The one great, constantly recurring message of the book of
Hebrews is this: Everything’s better now! In this glorious
gospel day everything is better than it was in the Old
Testament, legal age of carnal ordinances.

Better Sacrifice

The Old Testament priests dared not come to God without a
sacrifice. If our Lord Jesus is to be our Priest before God, he
also must have something to offer as a Sacrifice to God (vv.
3-4; Heb. 10:1-5). But his sacrifice is infinitely better than any
of those offered in the Old Testament.

Those sacrifices were only pictures. His is real. Those
priests offered animals. Christ sacrificed himself. Those
sacrifices were but animals. Christ is God and man in one
glorious Person. Those sacrifices had no merit. Christ's
sacrifice is of infinite merit. Those sacrifices could never put
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away sin. Christ has forever put away the sins of his people
by the sacrifice of himself!

Everlasting and Indestructible

All the law and services of the Old Testament were but
pictures of true, heavenly, spiritual worship (vv. 5-6). This is
the main point of the whole book of Hebrews: -- We have such
a high priest, who has taken his seat at the right hand of the
throne of the Majesty in the heavens, a minister in the true
sanctuary, and in the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched,
not man.

That great High Priest who stands between us and God
our Father, that One who has made us right with God, who
makes intercession for us to the Father is not an ordinary,
weak, sinful, dying, man like Aaron and Levi. Our Lord Jesus
Christ is the Son of God, omnipotent, sinless, and everlasting.
As his life is indestructible, his priesthood, too, is
indestructible.

Spiritual

Still there is more. Our Lord Jesus Christ does not minister in
an earthly tabernacle, but a heavenly, spiritual one. His
priesthood is not encumbered, hindered, or limited by time
and space. Our great High Priest, the Son of God, is
ministering for us in a "true tabernacle, which the Lord
pitched, not man." This is the real thing in heaven. Christ is
the pattern shown to Moses in the Mount.

How | wish | could get people to see this. Everything in the
worship of God in this gospel age is spiritual (John 4:23-24;
Phil. 3:3).

Hebrews 8:1-6
Christ’s Heavenly Priesthood - The Implications
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If the Old Testament sacrifices have been forever abolished,
as they have, --If the carnal ordinances have been forever put
away, as they have, -- If the temple and tabernacle have
forever been destroyed by the hand of God, as they have, -- If
the ark of the covenant, the mercy-seat, and all things
pertaining to carnal worship have been forever destroyed in
accordance with God’s purpose, as they have, what is implied
by all these things? What does this mean to us? The
implications are obvious; but they are not just implications.
Everything implied by these things is specifically stated in
Holy Scripture by God the Holy Spirit.

“Christ is the end of the law!” The High Priesthood of
Christ fulfilled and forever brought to an end all the carnal
ordinances of legal worship required under the Mosaic law
(Col. 2:11-23). The tabernacle, the temple, the priesthood, the
priestly garments, the priestly service, the priestly sacrifices,
holy days, sabbath keeping, the commandments, the whole
thing has been brought to its fulfilment and finality by Christ
(Rom. 10:4).

The worship of God has been radically altered. Divine
worship is no longer an external, material thing, but an internal
spiritual matter. The external is still important, but now the
spiritual is radically pervasive. We do not worship God at
specified holy places, or upon specified holy days, or under
the rigors of legal bondage.

We worship God in the Spirit. The believer’s life of faith in
Christ is a life of worship (Rom. 12:1-2; 1 Cor. 6:19-20; 10:31).
All who are born of God live in the Spirit (Rom. 8:1-17), walk
in the Spirit (Gal. 5:17-23), and worship in the Spirit (Phil. 3:3-
10). The believer’s very acts of obedience to God are now, in
Christ, by his merits and his blood, accepted of God as a
sweet smelling sacrifice (Phil 4:18; 1 Pet. 2:5). Salvation is life
in the Spirit. It is worshipping God in the totality of our beings.
It is the continual consecration of our very lives to Christ.
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All true worshippers worship God in the Spirit and in truth
(John 4:23-24; Phil. 3:3). Worshipping God in the Spirit makes
crosses, religious pictures, images, and icons abhorrent. We
count nothing holy but Christ. We acknowledge no priest but
the Christ of God. We have no altar but Christ himself. We
bring no sacrifice to God for atonement and acceptance with
him but Christ. We observe no sabbath but the sabbath of
faith, finding all our souls’ rest and a total cessation from work
in the finished work of Christ.

Christ alone is our Door of access to God. Christ alone is
our Ark and Mercy-Seat. Salvation is doing business with God
in the holy place. Worship is living for the glory of God.
Worship is spiritual. It takes place in the heart.

Hebrews 8:7-13
“After This...”

It is necessary for us to realize the importance of the Book of
Hebrews. Here the Holy Spirit shows us how that all things
relating to the carnal, ceremonial, outward, legal aspects of
Jewish worship were both fulfilled and forever abolished by
the gospel, by the coming of Christ, the accomplishment of
redemption by his death at Calvary, his enthronement and
exaltation as God’s King upon his holy hill of Zion, and the
outpouring of His Holy Spirit upon the nations of the world.

That is what this eighth chapter of Hebrews is about. In
these 13 verses the Holy Spirit declares that God has
abolished the old covenant by fulfilling its types and shadows,
by bringing in the new. All the carnal, earthly priests of the Old
Testament, all the laws given to Israel, and all the ceremonies
of legal worship in the Mosaic age were ordained for and
served only one purpose. — They pointed to Christ! They had
no other function!

In this gospel day, the Lord Jesus Christ has “obtained a
more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator
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of a better covenant, which was established upon better
promises” (v. 6). Our all-glorious Christ is the Mediator of a
better covenant, established upon better promises. That better
covenant, established upon better promises, is the covenant
of grace, the new covenant.

Why was this new covenant necessary? That question is
answered in Hebrews 8:7-13.

The Old Covenant

The old covenant had to be replaced by a new covenant,
because the old covenant was faulty (v. 7). That first covenant
was the covenant of the Levitical priesthood. It was a
covenant made with physical Israel and delivered to that
nation by Moses. It was a typical covenant, only typical and
altogether typical (Heb. 7:11,18).

The people with whom the old covenant of the law was
made were typical of the true Israel of God, the church of
God's elect. The blessings promised in it were shadows, types
and pictures, of good things to come. The sacrifices of it were
pictures of Christ and his one great sacrifice for sin. The
priests, the mediators of that covenant, were typical of Christ,
our great High Priest.

That old covenant was faulty, deficient, non-saving, non-
effectual. It was weak and faulty simply because it was only
typical. Its priests were all sinful men. Its sacrifices were only
animals. Its offerings could never put away sin. If this
covenant, its priests and sacrifices, laws and ceremonies,
commandments and ordinances, could have redeemed and
saved, there would have been no reason for Christ to come
(Heb. 10:1-4, 9).

The New Covenant

The new covenant (v. 8) of this Gospel age is the covenant of
grace promised back in Jeremiah 31. Finding fault with the
people, the priests, the sacrifices, and the ceremonies of the

197



Discovering Christ In Hebrews Don Fortner

old covenant of the law, the Lord God said, “Behold, the days
come, when | will make a new covenant with the house of
Israel and with the house of Judah.” This is a direct quotation
from Jeremiah 31:31-34. This prophetic passage is referred to
again in precisely the same way in Hebrews 10:15-17.

This covenant of grace is not called “a new covenant”
because it is newly made, or of a new origin. We know that
because this covenant is elsewhere called “the everlasting
covenant.” It is a covenant made with Christ our covenant
Surety before the foundation of the world (Heb. 13:20; Reuv.
13:8).

It is called a new covenant because it is newly revealed in
this Gospel age. -- That which is revealed second was made
first. It is called a new covenant, because it is always new and
fresh. -- It will never grow old, or give place to another. It is
called a new covenant, because it gives the believer a new
record, a new heart, a new nature, and a new spirit. Indeed,
for those who are in Christ, those who are partakers of this
new covenant, all things are new (2 Cor. 5:17).

Covenant of Grace

This new, everlasting covenant is a covenant of pure, free,
immutable grace in Christ. This is the covenant which gave
David hope and confidence on his death bed (2 Sam. 23:5).
This new, everlasting covenant is immutable and sure, its
blessings are all infallibly secured to God’s elect, because this
is a one-way covenant. It was made between God the Father,
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit before the worlds were
made. In that sense it is a bilateral covenant. However, in so
far as we are concerned, it is a unilateral covenant. Its
blessings are secured by the will of God alone.

This is what the Lord God declared from old eternity that
he would do for all his people in this Gospel day by his free,
sovereign, saving grace in Christ: --“I will make with the house
of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; | will put my laws into
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their mind, and write them in their hearts: and | will be to them
a God, and they shall be to me a people...l will be merciful to
their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will |
remember no more” (Heb. 8:9-12). Rejoice!

Hebrews 8:9-13
Covenant Promises

In these verses God the Holy Spirit gives us five, blessed
covenant promises, promises and blessings of grace which
the Lord our God declared from old eternity. These are
promises “steadfast and sure” to all God’'s elect, promises of
grace flowing freely to chosen sinners, “according as God
hath chosen us in Christ before the world began.” This is what
the Lord God declared he would do for all his people in this
Gospel day by his free, sovereign, saving grace in Christ.
These are matters as infallibly secure to God’s elect as the
very throne of God himself.

1. “I will put my laws in their minds and write them in their
hearts.” -- God’s laws here cannot possibly have reference
merely to the moral law. We know that because God’'s moral
law is inscribed upon every man’s conscience by nature in
creation (Rom. 2:14-15; 1:18-20).

The laws of God here refer to the commandments of the
Gospel, all the commands of Christ with respect to
repentance, faith and godliness (1 John 3:23-24). Indeed, the
whole Word of God is included. Saving grace gives the
believer a genuine love for the whole of God’'s Revelation and
causes us to cherish it.

These things are written not on tablets of stone, but on
every believer's heart and mind. Believers think on the things
of God, meditate upon them, love his Word and his way, and
walk in the light of his revealed will. “I love thy law, O Lord!”
His commandments are not grievous, but precious to the
renewed heart (Matt. 11:28-30; 1 John 5:1-4).
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2. “l will be to them their God and they shall be my
people.” -- He who is our God is the God of all creation. He is
the God of all men, all angels, and all devils. But this is a
promise of special grace, special grace, indeed!

Here God almighty promises that he is the God of his
covenant people, just as he is the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus (John 17:21; 1 John 1:3). Yes, we who believe on
Christ are his people in the sense that all mankind are his
people; but this is a promise of grace. It goes far, far beyond
man’s creature relationship to God. We are the sons of God,
whom he loved distinctly and chose in Christ. We are the
family of God (Rom. 8:14-17; 1 John 3:1-3).

3. They “all shall know me, from the least to the greatest.” -
- Hebrews 1:1 sheds some light on this. In the Old Testament,
God spoke to his people through the prophets and the priests.
If a man wanted to know what the Lord had to say, he inquired
of the prophet. If he wanted to offer a sacrifice, he went to the
priest. That is not the case in this gospel age. Every believer
has an unction from the Holy One (1 John 2:20). We all have
the mind of Christ (1 Cor. 2:14-16).

All who are born of God are taught of God; and all who are
taught of God are well-taught. They are taught to come to
Christ for all things (John 6:44-45). -- Every believer is a son
of God by adoption. -- Every believer is a student of the Word.
-- Every believer is taught of God. -- Every believer is a priest
to offer sacrifices of prayer and praise. -- Every believer has
the Spirit of God dwelling in him. — Every believer has the
mind of Christ and discerns all things.

The Lord Jesus today has given his church pastors and
teachers that we may grow in grace through the ministry of
the Word; but those pastors are not priests. All believers know
the Lord, pray to the Lord, and walk with the Lord. In Christ,
we are kings and priests unto God (Heb. 4:14-16; 10:19-22;
Rev. 1:4-6).
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4. “I will be merciful to their unrighteousness.” -- This refers
to our sin. All unrighteousness is sin. The phrase tells us that
God will forgive our sins (1 John 1:8-10). God will pardon
freely those to whom he is reconciled in Christ. This
forgiveness of sin is more than an act of mercy. It is an act of
justice. Christ has paid for our sins (1 John 2:1,2). When the
Lord God forgives sin he is “faithful and just” in doing so.

5. “Their sins and iniquities | will remember no more.” --
What a blessed promise of grace this is! God remembers our
sins no more! All our sins of all kinds: -- original and actual,
before conversion and after conversion, God remembers them
no more! They are cast into the depths of the sea. They are
cast behind his back. They cannot be found -- ever!

Then, in verse 13, the Holy Spirit tells us one last thing
about the old covenant. Learn it and learn it well. — That old,
carnal, legal covenant is gone forever! “In that he saith, A new
covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth
and waxeth old is ready to vanish away.”

The establishing of the new covenant was the abolishment
of the Levitical covenant. It served its day and purpose; but it
is now taken away, never to be used again. As a garment rots
and vanishes away, so that old garment of law and works has
been put away forever (Gal. 5:1-6). “Christ is the end of the
law!”

“Children of God, O glorious calling!
Surely His grace will keep us from falling!
Passing from death to life at His call,
Blessed salvation, once for all!”

Hebrews 8:13
“He Hath Made The First Old.”
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“In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old.
Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish
away.” Hebrews 8:13

It was never God'’s intention for sinners to be saved by the
observance of the laws and ceremonies given in the Old
Testament. Those laws and ceremonies were intended only to
serve as types and pictures of Christ to turn us to him. Now
that Christ has come, any observance of those laws and
ceremonies he fulfilled as our Substitute is worse than
ingratitude. — It is idolatry!

A New Covenant

The opening words of verse 13 (“In that he saith a new
covenant”) refer us back to verses 7 and 8 and to Jeremiah
31:31, the Old Testament passage being expounded in this
chapter. If the first covenant (the law) had been faultless, if sin
could have been put away by the observance of the legal
statutes given at Sinai, there would have been no need for
another. As Paul puts it in Galatians 2:21, “If righteousness
come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain!”

“He hath made the first old.” -- If the second is new, the
first must be old. This is very much the same thing we read in
Hebrews 10:9. “He taketh away the first that he may establish
the second” Heb. 10:9). Finding fault with the first covenant, it
had to be set aside to make room for the new covenant, the
covenant of grace to which it pointed.

The Old Covenant

Once Christ came, the old covenant was antiquated, out of
date, and made old, made old by God’s design and purpose.
Therefore, it vanished away. Why it is so difficult for people to
see this | cannot imagine. Why religious people insist upon
trying to mix law and grace is, to me, unfathomable. Why
multitudes try to mix the old covenant ceremonies with new
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covenant ordinances, or old legal precepts with spiritual
worship, is baffling.

Perhaps you are thinking, “How do people try to mix the
old and the new?” — Those who imagine that by sprinkling a
little water on a baby’s head (in a perversion of Christ's
ordinance of baptism), they bring their child into a covenant
relationship with God, are not only guilty of perverting God’s
ordinance but also of trying to maintain the Jewish law of
circumcision. — Those who try to enforce sabbatical laws and
mix them with the worship of God try to mix law and grace. —
Those who would make believers live by the rule of the
Mosaic law try to mix law and grace.

The Scriptures are crystal clear in declaring that the old
Mosaic covenant is totally fulfilled and brought to its
conclusive end by the gospel. In this gospel age, it is
emphatically, the old covenant. “We are not children of the
bondwoman (the law), but of the free (the gospel). Standfast
therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hat made us free, and
be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage” (Gal. 4:31-
5:1).

Gradual, but Sure Dissolution

“Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish
away.” — This sentence is translated in Young's Literal
Translation: — “He hath made the first old, and what doth
become old is obsolete and is nigh disappearing.”

The Amplified Bible gives us the exact meaning of this
13th verse. — “When God speaks of a new covenant, he
makes the first one obsolete — out of use. And what is
obsolete — out of use and annulled because of age — is ripe
for disappearance and to be dispensed with altogether.”

The dissolution or disappearance of this covenant was
both gradual and climactic. It began when the Chaldeans took
possession of the land of Canaan and the ark of the covenant,
which was a type of Christ. When the Chaldeans stole the ark,
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the temple was empty, void, and meaningless. The old
covenant was waxing old. Both the civil government and the
worship of the Jews was, during that time, cast into terrible
confusion, exactly as it had been prophesied in Genesis
49:10.

When John the Baptist came, proclaiming “Behold, the
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world,”
asserting that the Messiah had come, the Messenger of the
covenant promised by Malachi, that his kingdom was being
established in the earth, he was declaring to all Israel that the
old covenant, the old, legal, ceremonial Mosaic covenant, was
vanishing away.

Then, once the Lord Jesus had finished his work, made an
end of sin and brought in everlasting righteousness by his
obedience and death as our covenant Surety, -- Once he was
risen from the dead, and was exalted to the throne of God as
King of kings and Lord of lords, the old covenant was
completely, climactically abolished. When, on the Day of
Pentecost, he poured out his Spirit upon all flesh, fulfilling
Joel's prophecy, God gave testimony that another order was
established (John 4:21-26).

Yet, the temple was still standing in Jerusalem. The
Jewish order of worship, in so far as the outward symbols of it
were concerned, were not yet physically destroyed, as our
Lord had prophesied (Matt. 24:1-2). However, at the time the
Book of Hebrews was written, the time was rapidly
approaching when God would destroy even the visible
symbols of the old covenant. That is what is described in
Hebrews 8:13. — “In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath
made the first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is
ready to vanish away.”

Hebrews 8:13
Jerusalem Destroyed --
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The destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD stands as a witness to
the truth of Christianity. The Lord Jesus had declared that it
would take place (Matt. 24:1-2); and it did. God’s people did
not fight against Israel in this revolt. In fact, believers suffered
in Jerusalem with the unbelieving nation of Israel. As far as
Rome was concerned Christianity was just one of Judaism’s
many sects which they were determined to eliminate. That is
why Christians and Jews suffered the horrors of Titus together
in the slaughter of 70 AD.

Divine Judgment

The destruction of Jerusalem was not an act of anti-Semitism.
Rather it was an act of divine judgment (Mark 12:1-11). The
Son of God came in judgment upon that nation (Matt. 24:34;
Luke 19:43-44). These things came to pass because the
nation of Israel knew not the time of their visitation. They did
not recognize the coming of the Messiah. The destruction of
Jerusalem was God'’s testimony that the coming of Christ was
in fact what the book of Hebrews says it was -- The
replacement of shadows with the Substance -- Christ himself.

One of the early church fathers, (Athenasius -- born 373
AD), wrote, “It is a sign, and an important proof, of the coming
of the Word of God, that Jerusalem no longer stands...For ...
when the truth was there, what need was there any more of
the shadow? And this was why Jerusalem stood till then --
namely, that the Jews might be exercised in the types as a
preparation for the reality.”

The destruction of Jerusalem and of Judaism was visibly a
declaration of that which is verbally declared in the Book of
Hebrews. -- God has made the first old. He has taken away
the first, that he might establish the second. But what does
this mean to us? Basically, it means three things.
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Shadows Replaced

It means that the shadows of the old covenant have been
replaced with the substance, the reality of the new. The
temple and tabernacle, the sacrifices and priesthood, the
feasts and laws of the Old Testament were all shadows,
types, and pictures of the reality in heaven, the Lord Jesus
Christ and his work as our High Priest and our Sacrifice. Our
focus of worship is heaven. Our object of worship is Christ.
The Lord Jesus Christ fulfilled and replaced all the types and
shadows of the Old Testament.

Heart Worship

The second thing is this. -- God makes Christ and his work
real to his elect personally by the work of the new covenant
when he writes his will in our hearts (v. 10). The fact that
Christ has come means shadows are replaced with Reality.
Old Testament types have given way to the Original, Christ
our Savior. And it means that God almighty invades and
moves into the hearts and minds of chosen, redeemed
sinners by almighty, irresistible, effectual grace. He
overcomes our resistance to the claims of Christ and makes
us willing in the day of his power, by writing his will upon our
hearts, revealing Christ to us and in us by his Spirit (2 Cor.
4:4-6). God stamps his revelation upon our hearts and thus
makes us willing and eager to trust his darling Son and follow
him. He works his grace from the inside out, so that we serve
Christ freely, without the constraint and rule of law (2 Cor.
5:14).

God Merciful

Here’s the third meaning of this passage. -- God is merciful!
He “delighteth in mercy!” He declares, “I will be merciful to
their unrighteousness, and their sins and iniquities will |
remember no more” (v. 12). The foundation and basis for all
the promises of the new covenant (in verses 10-11) is the
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finished work of Christ: -- "The blood of the everlasting
covenant” (Heb. 13:20). If Christ had not died for our sins,
God could not be our God or write the law on our hearts or
cause us to know him personally. All this covenant mercy
flows freely and unconditionally to chosen sinners through the
sin-atoning blood of Christ. This is why our Lord called the
wine of the Lord’s Supper, “the new covenant in my blood”
(Luke 22:20).

This is what the Holy Spirit means for us to understand. In
Jeremiah 31 (five hundred years before Christ came into the
world) the Lord God promised that he would do something
new. He declared that he would replace shadows with the
Substance, that he would powerfully, effectually move into the
lives of chosen, redeemed sinners and write his will on our
hearts so that we would serve him willingly, love him, trust him
and follow him because we want to.

A Problem

But there was a huge obstacle. -- Our sin. -- Our separation
from God because of our unrighteousness. How can a holy
and just God deal with sinners in mercy? How can God be
just, and, yet, forgive sin? The answer is that which was
promised in the covenant, portrayed in the law, accomplished
at Calvary, and explained in the Book of Hebrews -
Substitution (2 Cor. 5:21; Rom. 3:24-26). Christ bore our sins
in his own body when he died. He took our judgment. He
canceled our debt. That means that our sins are gone. They
do not remain in God’s mind. He has forgotten them! They
were consumed in the death of Christ (v. 12).

God is now free, in his justice, to lavish us with all
blessings of grace in the new covenant. He gives us Christ,
and all things in him and with him, for our everlasting salvation
and enjoyment. He writes his own will -- his own heart -- on
our hearts so that believers are made to love, trust, and follow
Christ from the inside out, with freedom and joy.
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Christ is the Goal, the Reality, the Substance. When
Jerusalem fell to the Romans in 70 AD, and the temple was
burned, the sacrifices ceased, the priesthood came to an end,
and the law was brought to its conclusion. When the scepter
departed from Judah (Gen. 49:10), God said to the world,
"Shiloh has come!"

Christianity is woven into history. It is not a mere set of
ideas. It is about a person, the Lord Jesus Christ, who came
into history, died and rose again. It is about God who both
rules and intervenes in history to bear witness to his Son,
Jesus Christ. The destruction of the old, Jewish way of life
and worship tells the world that the Messiah, the Son of God,
Jesus Christ, has come. That he has forever put and end to
the old covenant and has brought in a new covenant.

Hebrews 8:13
Judaism Destroyed

“In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old.
Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish
away.” Hebrews 8:13

This is one of the most important, but least understood
texts in the Book of Hebrews. When he established the new
covenant, the Lord God made the old, Levitical, legal,
ceremonial covenant obsolete. It served its day and its
purpose by the will of God; but that old covenant and all that
pertained to it is now dissolved. It is no longer of any use to
anyone for any purpose. Like an old, tattered garment, it has
been laid aside, never to be used again (Gal. 5:1-6).

Spiritual Worship

All true worship is spiritual, heart worship. We are no longer
under the law. We no longer live under that carnal, legal
covenant (Col. 2:6-23; Phil. 3:3). All who know God worship
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him in spirit and in truth, trusting Christ alone for
righteousness, and place no confidence in the flesh.

The Destruction Of The Old

The coming of Christ, the coming of the Messiah, meant the
dissolution of Judaism. Hebrews 8:13 was more than a
prediction. It was an inspired prophecy of the destruction of
Jerusalem, the temple at Jerusalem, and of Judaism. For
those people whose entire way of life was defined by this first
covenant, this prophecy must have been shocking, at the very
least. The Jews understood exactly what the claims of Christ
meant. | do not suggest that they believed him. Obviously,
they did not. But they understood that his claims and his
doctrine meant the complete dissolution of Judaism (John
8:59; 10:30-34; 11:47-54).

In the Old Testament God commanded the Jews to
maintain an elaborate system of sacrifices, priestly services,
feasts and rituals and required them to live under a rigid legal
system, a system of law that covered every aspect of their
lives (political, religious, moral, and dietary). That entire legal
system pointed to and typified the Lord Jesus Christ and the
work he would perform for the redemption of his people.
These things typically, symbolically, and ceremonially defined
the gospel and pointed to One by whose coming they must
and would be fulfilled.

The gospel of Christ threatened the very core of Jewish life
and religion. By declaring that the Messiah had come, that he
is the Christ, Jesus of Nazareth, who is God the Son, declared
Judaism null and void. The vast majority of the people
rejected his claim and despised him, his gospel and his
people. That hatred of God resulted in the crucifixion of the
Lord of Glory and the persecution of his disciples.

The claims of the Christ raised a huge question for the
Jewish people as a whole. What would become of their way of
life? This new faith was incredibly radical. For example, in
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Acts 6 Stephen proved, irresistibly, by Scripture and history,
that the claims of Christ were true, and thus, that the gospel of
Christ is true. To stop him, false witnesses were brought in.
And what is their charge? They claimed that Stephen spoke
against Jerusalem, the temple, and the law (Acts 6:13-14).

The Threat of Christianity

There you have the meaning of Christianity, as far as the
Jews were concerned. It meant the destruction of their
“church,” indeed, of their entire way of life, the vanishing away
of the first covenant. They sensed it keenly. When Stephen,
as they perceived his words, spoke against Jerusalem and the
law; they believed that Christianity threatened the existence of
the temple itself and of Judaism; and it did. If the temple fell,
then what would become of all the customs and traditions they
cherished? What would become their religion? It had to be
utterly annihilated. The old had to vanish if it were to be
replaced by the new. Few today seem to understand this; but
the Jews of that day understood it clearly. Therefore they
stoned Stephen to death. They had reason to be afraid. Not
only had the Lord Jesus actually said that the temple would be
destroyed, he had predicted the entire destruction of
Jerusalem (Luke 19:43-44).

The Cause of Persecution

Nothing stirs up violence like fear; and the Jews, despising the
Word of God, refusing to submit to the righteousness of God
in Christ, clinging tenaciously to their legal religion, ritualism,
and personal righteousness, had reason to fear Christ, his
followers, and the gospel we preach, as do all man-centered
systems of free-will, works religion today.

Though the followers of Christ are meek and peaceful
people, people who would rather die than live by the sword,
nevertheless at the very heart of our faith is the implicit end of
the Jewish way of life, and of all other systems of works
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religion. Nothing enrages legalists like a threat to their refuge
of lies and the denial of their personal righteousness. It was
this perceived (and very real) threat that provoked the Jews to
crucify the Lord Jesus Christ and persecute his church
mercilessly. And it is this threat that stirs the fears of religious
people to this day, enrages them, and inspires the persecution
of God’'s church in every community where the gospel of
God'’s free grace in Christ is preached.

The problem is not that men and women do not
understand what we preach. The problem is that they do.
They understand that to embrace the gospel, they must count
all their former religion dung. They understand that if they
embrace the grace of God, they must repent of their dead
works, turning from all their efforts to establish their own
righteousness. They understand that if they trust Christ, they
must cease to trust themselves.

Just as the Jews’ priesthood, animal sacrifices, carnal
ordinances, legal hopes, and temple were utterly abolished by
Christ, so when Christ comes in saving power into the hearts
of chosen sinners, all their former way of life, all their former
hopes is utterly abolished, never to rise again.

Hebrews 9:1-5
The Ark of the Covenant

"Then verily the first covenant had also ordinances of divine
service, and a worldly sanctuary. For there was a tabernacle
made; the first, wherein was the candlestick, and the table,
and the showbread; which is called the sanctuary. And after
the second veil, the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of
all; Which had the golden censer, and the ark of the covenant
overlaid round about with gold, wherein was the golden pot
that had manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables
of the covenant; And over it the cherubims of glory shadowing
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the mercyseat; of which we cannot now speak particularly.”
Hebrews 9:1-5

The purpose of the Holy Spirit in this chapter is to
demonstrate three things. (1) Christ is preeminent over the
Old Testament tabernacle, its furniture, priesthood and
sacrifices. Those Old Testament types were all completely
and perfectly fulfiled by our Savior. (2) That the Old
Testament sacrifices and services of the tabernacle had no
redeeming, saving efficacy (Heb. 10:1-4). The Lord Jesus
Christ alone is our sin-atoning High Priest and Sacrifice (Heb.
10:5-14). (3) All the Levitical ceremonies, sacrifices, and
services of the first covenant have come to their appointed
end (Heb. 10:9; Rom. 10:4).

Christ Pictured

The most sacred of all things in the Jewish worship of the Old
Testament was the Ark of the Covenant. Hebrews 9:1-5
describes the tabernacle, the ark, and those things which
were in the ark: -- the golden pot that had manna, -- Aaron’s
rod that budded, -- the tables of the covenant, -- the
cherubims of glory, -- and the mercy seat.

We have reason to thank God that no one has ever found
that ark! If anyone were to find it, foolish men and women
would make an idol of it, make pagan pilgrimages to the “holy
land” to see it, and worship it. But in its day, under the
ceremonial, typical religious service of the Old Testament, the
Ark of the Covenant was one of those “ordinances of divine
service” which beautifully typified and pictured the Lord Jesus
Christ and our redemption by him.

All the “ordinances of divine service”, all the rites and
ceremonies, and the “worldly sanctuary” itself, the tabernacle,
were types of Christ. We can never understand the Old
Testament Scriptures until we see that everything in the Old
Testament Scriptures represents, points to, and pictures
Christ, our Substitute (Luke. 24:27; 44-45).
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Christ Preeminent

In these opening verse of Hebrews 9 the Holy Spirit uses the
tabernacle and the furniture in it to show us the excellence,
pre-eminence, and glory of Christ. The tabernacle portrayed
Christ in that it was glorious within, though very humble
without. The brazen altar was that place where our Lord’s
sufferings and death were set forth. The laver spoke of Christ
our Fountain, opened for cleansing. The candlestick pictured
Christ as the Light of the world. The table of showbread
represented Christ as the Bread of Life. The altar of incense
portrayed the Lord Jesus Christ as our Intercessor. The veil
was typical of Christ the Door, the Way, whereby sinners must
come to God. The Ark of the Covenant spoke of Christ as our
Reconciliation.

The Ark of the Covenant is a beautiful type of Christ. It was
made out of shittim wood, overlaid on the inside and the
outside with pure gold, representing both the incorruptible
humanity and glorious deity of our Savior. The ark was the
symbol of God’s holiness, power, and glory. It was carried
about from place to place upon the shoulders of the priests by
staves, fitted into rings attached to the ark. Even so, Christ is
carried throughout the world upon the shoulders of chosen
men, through the preaching of the gospel.

Hebrews 9:1-14
Redemption Obtained

How can guilty sinners, men and women who know they are
sinners, -- who know they have broken God's holy law,
willfully and constantly, from their youth up, -- who know that
in thought, word, and deed, in action and in attitude, they are
vile, abominable, and unclean, approach the holy Lord God
with confidence, peace, and assurance of acceptance? That
is a huge question. But the answer to that question is given
plainly and clearly in Hebrews 9:1-14.
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The Tabernacle

In verses 1-7 we are given a brief description of the
ordinances of divine worship in the OIld Testament. That
typical, ceremonial dispensation had a tabernacle (a
temporary place of worship) made according to the pattern
God showed Moses in the mount. It was an earthly, carnal
tabernacle; and the rules and regulations for sacrifice and
worship were carnal ordinances (Heb. 9:10). The tabernacle
was forty-five feet long, fifteen feet wide, and fifteen feet high.
It had two sections separated by a heavy veil.

In the first section, called “the holy place,” there were three
pieces of furniture. (1.) The table of showbread was a wooden
table overlaid with gold, picturing both the humanity and deity
of Christ. The bread (twelve loaves) represented Christ, the
Bread of life. (2.) The golden lamp stand portrayed our Lord
Jesus Christ as the Light of the world. It was made of pure
gold, representing our Lord’s deity. There were seven candles
in the lamp stand, portraying the perfection of his being and
the completeness of his revelation. (3.) The altar of incense
(Ex. 30:1,6-9), with its continual, sweet burning incense before
the vell, typified Christ’'s intercession as our great Advocate
and High Priest before the Father.

The second section of the tabernacle was called “the
holiest of all.” In that room there was one piece of furniture
with two parts. That one piece of furniture was the ark of the
covenant, the most important thing in the Jewish worship in
the Old Testament. It was made of wood covered with pure
gold, and contained the tables of the law, Aaron's rod that
budded, and the golden pot of manna. The mercy-seat was a
solid lid of pure gold. It completely covered the ark and the
tables of God’s broken law, which were in it. The mercy-seat,
the place of atonement and propitiation, was overshadowed
by the cherubims of glory (Rom. 3:24-26).

214



Discovering Christ In Hebrews Don Fortner

The Sacrifices

In verses 6 and 7 the sacrifices, required by God’s law in the
Old Testament are described. The common priests went
every day into the holy place, the first tabernacle, every
morning and every evening, accomplishing the service of
God. None of the common priests were allowed to go beyond
the veil into the holiest of all. The high priest alone was
allowed to enter in behind the veil. He went in once every
year, on the day of atonement, with the blood of the paschal
lamb, and sprinkled the blood of the lamb on the mercy-seat
covering the broken law (Ex. 30:20; Lev. 16:15-17).

The Meaning

These things may seem strange to us. Many look at these
things and say, “Well, that has no meaning for us today.”
What a tragic mistake! In verses 8-10 the Holy Spirit tells us
that these divinely ordained ordinances signified the necessity
of Christ’'s accomplishments at Calvary. The Holy Spirit used
those ordinances to declare that the way to God was not yet
revealed (Heb. 10:18-20). The tabernacle, its priesthood, and
its services were only symbols, types, and pictures of Christ
and the accomplishment of redemption by him. Those
sacrifices and services could never take away sin (Heb. 10:1-
4). All the carnal ordinances and legal services of the Old
Testament were imposed upon the children of Israel until the
coming of Christ, who put an end to them by fulfilling them.

Redemption Accomplished

In verses 11-14 the Holy Spirit tells us that Christ, our great
High Priest, our sin-atoning Substitute, by the sacrifice of
himself, has actually accomplished and obtained eternal
redemption for God’s elect by the infinite merit and efficacy of
his shed blood.

Verses 11-12 declare the efficacy of Christ’'s shed blood. —
The Lord Jesus Christ has, by the sacrifice of himself, fully
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satisfied the law and justice of God, and has thereby obtained
eternal redemption for us. At God’s appointed time Christ
came (Gal. 4:4,5), made of a woman, made under the law, to
redeem and save his people. He came to bring the good
things of everlasting salvation and ultimate glory to God's
elect (Eph. 1:3-6). He dwelt (tabernacled) among men as a
man. In him men meet God, and in him God deals with men.
He is our Representative, our wisdom, righteousness,
sanctification, and redemption (2 Cor. 5:19). He died in our
room and stead (2 Cor. 5:21). By the merit of his blood, our
great High Priest entered into the true holy place, having
obtained eternal redemption for us. By his one offering the
Lord Jesus Christ perfected forever all who were sanctified,
set apart by God for himself in eternal election (Heb. 10:11-
14). Now, because Christ has made us priests, believing
sinners can come boldly before the very throne of grace (Heb.
4:14-16; 10:19-22; Luke 23:45).

Not only is his blood efficacious with God, Christ’s blood is
efficacious to purge the consciences of believing sinners,
when applied to our hearts by the Holy Spirit (vv. 13-14).
When the holy Lord God looks on the blood of Christ, he says,
“ENOUGH.” When the believing sinner looks on that same
blood, his conscience says, “ENOUGH!” Thus, redemption
was obtained. Thus redemption is applied!

Hebrews 9:4-5
Inside The Ark

Come into “the Holiest of all’, by the “golden censer” of our
Savior's merits, asking God to show you Christ our Ark as he
was portrayed in that Old Testament type. What can be found
in the ark? Let’s do by faith what no mortal man could ever do
in those days of types and shadows. Let’s lift up the mercy-
seat and look inside the ark. Remember, the ark was but a
picture of the Lord Jesus Christ. What do we see in the ark?
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We see the two tables of the law of God, which we have
broken. The broken law, our sins, is under the mercy-seat,
under the blood.

God’s Purpose

Those broken tables of the law, under the blood, represent
God’s purpose of grace. The law was written upon tables of
stone, representing both the hardness of our hearts and the
inflexibility of God’s law. The law represents our curse and
condemnation by reason of sin. The tables of God’s broken
law were always kept in the ark, under the mercy-seat (EX.
25:16, 21), representing perfect redemption by Christ. That
perfect redemption of his elect is the purpose of God (Rom.
8:28-31). The law of God, being perfectly satisfied by Christ,
cries as strongly for our salvation as the grace of God. We
are, in Christ, free from the law, because the law’s demands
have been fully met for us by Christ’s obedience and blood.

God’s Power

Look again, there is something else inside the ark. There is
Aaron’s rod that budded. That rod represents God’s power.
Aaron’s rod that budded portrayed the gospel of Christ, the
Man whom God has chosen (Num. 17:10). Christ, the Rock of
our salvation, was smitten by Moses’ rod, which represented
God’s holy law. The water of life flows out to sinners by
Aaron’s rod, the gospel, which is the power of God before
which Dagon must fall, the power of God unto salvation (Rom.
1:16-17).

God’s Provision

There is one more thing inside the ark, the golden pot that had
manna. That is a picture of Christ, God’s Provision (Ex. 16:33-
34). It was a golden pot, portraying the richness of God’s free
grace in Christ. It was a big pot, holding an omer of manna;
and Christ is a great Savior, a bounteous store of mercy and
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grace! This golden pot had manna, the bread of heaven,
portraying Christ, the Bread of Life. All God’s provision for
sinners is in Christ Jesus. His name is Jehovah-jireh, the Lord
will provide (Eph. 1:3). All the provisions of grace, of
providence, and of eternity are in Christ! Come to the Ark
Christ Jesus. The way is open. All who come to God by Christ
are forever saved. All we need, all God requires, all that
heaven can bestow is in Christ, the Ark. Come to the Ark!

Hebrews 9:5
The Cherubim of Glory

If we could go behind the veil with the High Priest on the day
of atonement into the holy of holies, the very first thing that
would strike our eyes would be “the cherubim of glory
shadowing the mercy-seat.” Those cherubs represent God’s
preachers (Ex. 25:18-20; Ps. 80:1; Isa. 6:1-7).

We know that these cherubs represent gospel preachers,
because they are the same as those living creatures before
God’s throne which John saw when he was called up to
heaven to behold the throne of God (Rev. 4:6-11).

It is not possible for a sinner to find, know, or come to God
apart from the instrumentality of gospel preaching. Without
guestion, God could save sinners without the instrumentality
of the gospel; but that is not his purpose. It is his purpose to
save sinners by the preaching of the gospel (Rom. 10:14-17,
James 1:18; 1 Pet. 1:23-25; 1 Cor. 1:23; Heb. 4:12); and God
almighty can never be compelled to alter his purpose. He will
either send Philip to the Eunuch or the Eunuch to Philip at the
appointed time of love (Acts 8), and graciously cause the
chosen sinner to hear the gospel in the day of his power.

God’'s preachers are not priests. We detest idolatrous
priestcraft, be it Roman, Anglican, or Mormon. But God’s
preachers are his angels, his messengers of mercy and grace
to his people in this world. And they ought to be treated as
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such (Isa. 52:7). Their eyes are always toward the mercy-seat
— Christ’s atoning sacrifice (Heb. 9:12). Their message is the
message of sins forgiven by blood atonement. And the glory
of God is revealed by the message they proclaim.

The New Testament knows nothing of free-lance
Christianity. Membership with, faithfulness to, and the support
of the local church are matters as commonly associated with
true faith in the New Testament as love, joy and peace. |
cannot imagine how anyone could delude himself into thinking
he is a believer, who does not love the family of God, find joy
in the worship of God, and promote and pray for the peace of
Zion.

Hebrews 9:5
The Mercy-Seat

If we could go behind the veil with the High Priest on the day
of atonement, into the holy of holies, the very first thing that
would strike our eyes would be “the cherubim of glory
shadowing the mercy-seat;” but we would not look long at the
cherubim. Their eyes, their faces, their wings direct our
attention away from themselves to the mercy-seat.

Christ Our Propitiation

The mercy-seat represented Christ, God’s propitiation, the
propitiation for our sins (Ex. 25:17, 21-22; 1 John 2:1-2; 4:9-
10; Rom. 3:24-26). In fact the word translated “propitiation”
elsewhere in the New Testament is the same word that is
translated “mercy-seat” in Hebrews 9:5.

The Day of Atonement

In the Old Testament, on the Day of Atonement, Aaron took
the blood of the paschal lamb behind the veil, into the holy of
holies, and sprinkled the blood on the mercy-seat, making

219



Discovering Christ In Hebrews Don Fortner

ceremonial atonement for the sins of the people of Israel. And
the holy Lord God promised to meet his people there upon the
blood-sprinkled mercy-seat, in peace, forgiveness, and
reconciliation.

That ceremonial service was a beautiful, instructive picture
of the obtaining of eternal redemption for God’'s elect by
Christ, our great High Priest. “By his own blood (by the merit
of his blood) he entered in once into the holy place, having
obtained eternal redemption for us.” The mercy-seat of the
Old Testament was typically what Christ is in reality: the place
of  substitution, sacrifice, satisfaction, atonement,
reconciliation, forgiveness, peace and worship.

The Publican

The Publican in Luke 18 cried, “God, be merciful to me, a
sinner.” He understood exactly what was portrayed in the Old
Testament mercy-seat. It is reflected in his prayer. He prayed,
“God, look on the blood upon the mercy-seat, the blood
covering your holy law, which I have broken, and be propitious
to me, the sinner, forgiving my sin for Christ’s sake.”

God’s Presence

Standing in the holiest of all with Christ, our Aaron, our great
High Priest, suddenly, we realize that we are standing before
the mercy-seat, the symbol of God’s presence. With blood
upon the mercy-seat, covering the broken tables of the law,
there we see the glory of God in the pardon of sin by the
sacrifice of Christ (Lev. 9:23-24; Isa. 6:1-6; Ps. 85:9-11). The
holy Lord God not only meets us upon the mercy-seat, there
in Christ, he abides with us. No matter where we are if we are
in Christ, the name of the place is Jehovah-Shammabh, the
Lord is there. Our lives are hid with Christ in God (Isa. 43:1-5).

Hebrews 9:13-17
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Inside The Ark

The Word of God has a scarlet thread running through it, like
the cord Rahab hung out of her window. That scarlet thread,
by which the 66 Books of Inspiration is bound together, which
unifies everything written upon the pages of Inspiration, is the
blood, the precious blood of Christ

The Scriptures speak constantly about the blood. It is
written in the books of the law, “The life of the flesh is in the
blood.” God told Moses, “The blood shall be to you for a
token.” He said, “When | see the blood, | will pass over you.”
When the high priest went into the holy of holies on the Day of
Atonement, he went in with blood. No man can come to God
without blood atonement.

When our Lord instituted the Lord’s Supper, he took the
cup of wine, held it before his disciples and said, “This is the
blood of the New Testament, shed for many for the remission
of sins.” In Hebrews 9:22, we read, “Without shedding of
blood is no remission.” That makes the bloodl a matter of
immense, infinite importance.

These days, it is common for preachers, churches,
theologians, and hymn writers to say as little as possible
about the blood. We have become so educated, refined, and
sophisticated that talking about blood is considered improper,
unsophisticated, and rude. But it is still true that “without
shedding of blood is no remission.” Nothing is more important
and nothing more precious than the blood of Christ (Heb.
9:12; 1 Pet. 18-21). The shedding of his precious blood was
and is absolutely essential to the saving of our souls. Let us
ever cherish the blood of Christ as that which is precious
above all things.

! Theblood represents the life. The blood of Christ speaks of Christ’s sacrifice of himself.

221



Discovering Christ In Hebrews Don Fortner

Effectual Blood

Verses 13-14 -- "For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the
ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the
purifying of the flesh: How much more shall the blood of
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without
spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve
the living God?"

The blood of bulls and goats could never take away sin
(Heb. 10:4). That was never God’'s purpose. The animal
sacrifices were given as types and pictures to illustrate and
point to the great, sin-atoning sacrifice of our Lord Jesus
Christ. However those Old Testament sacrifices did purify the
people in an external, ceremonial way. How much more shall
the blood of Christ, God's own dear Son, spotless, sinless
blood of infinite value offered to God by the Holy Spirit,
cleanse us, purify our souls, and deliver us from seeking
acceptance through our dead works! The blood of Christ is
effectual. It has satisfied the wrath and justice of God. By it
our sins have been put away. Therefore the believer's
conscience condemns him no more (Rom. 8:1, 33-34; 1 John
1:7-10; 3:5).

The Cause

There was a cause, a necessity for the great sacrifice of
Christ. The cause was just this: God’s covenant grace could
not come to sinful men without blood atonement. We could
not be made righteous apart from the sacrifice of God’s own
Son in our room and stead at Calvary (Gal. 2:21; 3:21).

Verses 15-17 "And for this cause he is the mediator of the
new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of
the transgressions that were under the first testament, they
which are called might receive the promise of eternal
inheritance. For where a testament is, there must also of
necessity be the death of the testator. For a testament is of
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force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all
while the testator liveth."

Here the Holy Spirit shows us that Old Testament
believers were redeemed by the death of Christ in exactly the
same way we are, and for the same reasons. Justice must be
satisfied before mercy can be given; and the only One by
whom redemption could come is the God-man Mediator,
Christ Jesus, of whom all the prophets spoke (Acts 10:43).
The promise of eternal inheritance was made to God’s elect in
and by Christ, the Mediator of the covenant (testament) (1
Cor. 10:4; Luke 24:44-47).

However, that promise could not come without the death of
Christ, the Testator, the Mediator of the covenant. Wherever
there is a testament, there must be the death of the testator.
No claim can be made by the heirs of the testament until the
Testator dies (John 3:14-16; Rom. 3:19-26). There was an
absolute necessity for the death of God's Son as our
Substitute and the Testator of the covenant. Christ must suffer
and die if we are to be redeemed (1 Peter 1:18-21).

Promise Received

Those who are called (v. 15) receive the promise of eternal
salvation, our eternal inheritance of grace in Christ by faith.
Our faith does not in any way secure the inheritance. It simply
receives what God our Father secured for us by his purpose
and promise in eternity and Christ secured for us by his death.
In fact, faith in Christ is itself a part of the inheritance. We
believe because God the Holy Spirit, “the Blessing” of the
covenant has been sent into our hearts in saving power and
grace (Gal. 3:13-14; 4:6).

The very heart of the gospel is the finished work of Christ
at Calvary, — particular, effectual redemption, -- limited
atonement. We believe, according to Holy Scripture, that the
sin-atoning death of our Lord Jesus Christ is of infinite merit,
value and efficacy, and that the blessings and benefits of our
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Savior's great sacrifice are limited by the purpose of God to
his elect. | know that this glorious gospel doctrine is offensive
to unbelieving men, offensive to all who wish to make man a
co-savior with Christ; but that only demonstrates the fact that
“the offense of the cross” has not ceased.

Hebrews 9:18-28
No Blood — No Remission

God almighty will not and cannot forgive sin without blood
atonement. He cannot do so because he is holy, just and true.
He has sworn, “The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” His justice
must be satisfied; and the only way God'’s holy, infinite justice
could ever be satisfied is by the righteous obedience and sin-
atoning death of his own dear Son, the God-man, our Savior,
the Lord Jesus Christ.

Remission Pictured

Under the Mosaic law virtually everything relating to the
worship of God was ceremonially sanctified and purged of
corruption by blood. The reason for this is clearly stated in
Hebrews 9:22-23. — “Almost all things are by the law purged
with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission. It
was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the
heavens should be purified with these.”

Verses 18-23 -- "Whereupon neither the first testament
was dedicated without blood. For when Moses had spoken
every precept to all the people according to the law, he took
the blood of calves and of goats, with water, and scarlet wool,
and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book, and all the people,
Saying, This is the blood of the testament which God hath
enjoined unto you. Moreover he sprinkled with blood both the
tabernacle, and all the vessels of the ministry. And almost all
things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding
of blood is no remission. It was therefore necessary that the
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patterns of things in the heavens should be purified with
these; but the heavenly things themselves with better
sacrifices than these."

When Moses gave the pattern for the tabernacle and its
services, he took the blood and water2 and sprinkled the
book, people, the tabernacle and all the vessels used in the
worship of God. Almost all things were purified by means of
blood (Lev. 17:11). Other things were ceremonially purified by
water and fire; but without the shedding of blood there was no
forgiveness of sin! There is no example of pardon and
forgiveness without blood. The Old Testament sacrifices and
ceremonies as well as the very fact that Christ's blood has
been shed makes it foolish to suppose that pardon might be
had without it (1 Cor. 5:7; Gal. 2:19-21).

Fulfilling the type and patterns of heavenly things given in
those Old Testament symbols (Heb. 8:5; 9:23), the Lord Jesus
Christ, our great High Priest, entered into heaven before the
holy Lord God as the Representative and Mediator of God’s
elect, the true, spiritual Israel, “the Israel of God.” Having fully
satisfied the law; he atoned for our sins with his blood. He
makes intercession for us in the holy place, in heaven itself,
presenting the infinite merits of his blood and righteousness
perpetually (1 John 2:1-2).

Remission Performed

Remission was only pictured in those Old Testament
ceremonies. It was actually, once and forever performed and
accomplished by the sacrifice of Christ at Calvary.

Verses 24-28 -- "For Christ is not entered into the holy
places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but
into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for
us: Nor yet that he should offer himself often, as the high
priest entereth into the holy place every year with blood of

2 The blood and water typified the blood and water which flowed from our Lord’s pierced side, and
our justification and sanctification by his blood.
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others; For then must he often have suffered since the
foundation of the world: but now once in the end of the world
hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.
And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the
judgment: So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of
many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the
second time without sin unto salvation."

The Lord Jesus Christ, our great God-man Mediator and
High Priest, did not enter into an earthly, material holy place,
but into heaven itself. Yonder, seated upon the throne of God
is a Man, the God-man, Christ Jesus. He perpetually appears
in the presence of God on our behalf, -- interceding for us, --
representing us, -- possessing all things as our Forerunner.

His one great, infinitely meritorious sacrifice for our sins
was and is enough (Heb. 10:11-14). Because his blood is of
infinite merit, it is infinitely effectual. By his one sacrifice for all
the sins of all his people, he put them away forever (Isa. 53:4-
6; Heb. 10:17-18).

Be sure you understand the doctrine of Holy Scripture. The
Son of God did not die merely to make it possible for sins to
be put away. He did not merely provide a way for sins to be
put away. He has, by the sacrifice of himself, put away all the
sins of God’s elect which were imputed to him. He has put our
sins away fully and forever (Rom. 4:8).

Blessed Hope

As men die just once and face judgment but once, so Christ
was once offered to bear the sins of many, to bear the sins of
God’s elect. They are now fully paid for and forever put away.
It is not possible for the sins he put away to be imputed to his
people again. Justice will not allow it.

Let every ransomed sinner rejoice in this fact: Christ has
put away our sins. We met God in judgment at Calvary in the
person of our Substitute. God punished us in him for all our
sins to the full satisfaction of his holy justice. Now, we have
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every reason to look forward to Christ's coming. Unto all them
who believe on him and look for him, he will appear without
sin unto eternal glory (Rom. 8:1-4, 33-39). This is blessed
hope, indeed!

Either God rules, or he is ruled. -- Either he is in control, or
he is controlled. -- Either he is absolutely and universally over
all things and at all times, or there is something, somewhere
that is sovereign over him.

Hebrews 9:24-26
Once Only — Once Enough!

In Hebrews 9:24-28 the Spirit of God tells us of three great
appearances of our Savior.

He appeared once in the world to put away sin by the
sacrifice of himself. — This is our atonement (v. 26).

In verse 24 we are told that our great Savior now appears
“in the presence of God for us” as our Advocate. — This is our
assurance (1 John 2:1-2).

In verse 28 the inspired writer declares that the Lord Jesus
Christ shall appear to them that look for him the second time
“without sin unto salvation.” — That will be our advancement.
What an advancement it will be!

“Now once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put
away sin by the sacrifice of himself.”

Our great Redeemer, the Son of God, came into this world
in human flesh to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. He
came but once. He died but once. He made but one great
sacrifice for sin. But once was enough!

A Horribly Evil Thing

What a horribly evil thing sin must be! It is rebellion against
God, treason against his throne, man’s attempt to rape and
defile the holy Lord God, to drive the Almighty from his throne,
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to murder the Eternal. Sin is the expression of fallen man’s
enmity against God, the display of our natural heart hatred of
God. Sin is that which makes us obnoxious to the holy Lord
God. Sin is the defilement of our race. Sin has brought us
under the curse of God'’s holy law. Sin has put us under the
sentence of death, eternal death. Sin shuts the door of hope
upon all the human race.

No Easy Task

It is not easy for sin to be put away. No carnal sacrifice can
put away sin.

“Not all the blood of beasts

On Jewish altars slain

Could give the guilty conscience peace,
Or wash away the stain.”

No work of man can put away one sin. No amount of
repentance can put away sin. Not even our faith can put away
sin.

“Not all the labors of my hands
Can fulfill Thy law's demands;
Could my zeal no languor know,

Could my tears forever flow,
All for sin could not atone;
Christ must save, and Christ alone!”

Even God himself cannot, in his pure, absolute character as
God, put away sin.

If sin is to be put away, it must be put away by the sin-
atoning death and substitutionary sacrifice of the incarnate
God, the God-man Mediator, the Lord Jesus Christ. But his
sacrifice was enough. He died but once; but once was
enough! That is the meaning of these words. -- “Now once in
the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the
sacrifice of himself.”
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Christ Did It

Christ’s sufferings and death for sin are of infinite value, merit,
and efficacy. Therefore, he suffered for sin only once. He
appeared once, in the end of the world to put away sin; and
he has done it!

Our Lord Jesus Christ put away the guilt of sin by his
atoning sacrifice. He put away the punishment of it by his
sufferings and death as our Substitute. The incarnate Son of
God put away the penalty of the law by his satisfaction of
divine justice. He put away the consequences of sin by his
obedience unto death. He puts away the dominion of sin in his
people by the power of his grace in the new birth. He puts
away the filth of sin by his sanctifying grace. And he shall put
away the very being of sin in resurrection glory.

This work of putting away sin was accomplished by him
bearing our sin in his own body upon the cursed tree. He
carried it and took it away. This is what was pictured in the
Old Testament type of the scapegoat.

The Lord Jesus has removed sin from us as far as the east
is from the west, by finishing and making an end of it. He
disannulled and abolished it, in so far as the law and justice of
God is concerned. When he paid our debt, he cancelled it in
one day, by his one sacrifice. In one great day, the whole
work was done (Zech. 3:9). Our sins, being forever, effectually
put away by the sacrifice of Christ, shall never be found and
can never be charged to us again (Jer. 50:20; Rom. 4:8).

“My sin, (O the bliss of this glorious thought!)
My sin, not in part, but the whole,

Is nailed to His cross, and | bear it no more. --
Praise the Lord! It is well with my soul!”

Hebrews 9:27
"After This The Judgment”
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"And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the
judgment.” Hebrews 9:27

Death

This text speaks of death. We naturally shun the subject of
death. We do not like to think about it; but we should. “It is
better to go to the house of mourning, than to go to the house
of feasting: for that is the end of all men; and the living will lay
it to his heart. Sorrow is better than laughter: for by the
sadness of the countenance the heart is made better. The
heart of the wise is in the house of mourning” (Eccles. 7:2-4).

“It is appointed unto men once to die.” -- This sentence
speaks particularly of physical death, the death of the body,
not spiritual and eternal death. Even this physical death of the
body is the wages of sin.

Divine Appointment

The all-wise God has from eternity appointed and decreed the
length of every man’s life and the time, place, and means of
every man’s death. Our days can neither be lengthened nor
shortened.

Some imagine that there is a contradiction here because
we are plainly told that both Enoch and Elijah escaped death
and that some will be translated into heaven at the second
advent of Christ. But all undergo that change which is
equivalent to death. For the believer, death is but release from
this body of sin. That is what Enoch and Elijah experienced.
That is what the saints living at the time of Christ's second
advent will experience. And that is what our departed friends
have experienced. The believer’s death is not death at all, but
release from this body (John 11:25-26). Blessed release!

For the believer death is to be experienced but once! On
those who are born of God, those who are partakers of the
first resurrection, the second death shall have no power (Rev.
20:6, 11-15).
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Blessed Comfort

It is the statute law of heaven for men to die, and that but
once. So our Lord Jesus Christ died once, only once. He will
die no more. This is our souls’ great comfort. -- Though we
must die the first death, we shall not be hurt of the second
death, because Christ died for us, enduring all the penalty of
God’s holy law as our Substitute to the full satisfaction of
justice.

You who are yet without Christ have no such consolation.
The Lord God has appointed the day and place of your death
as well. Soon, you must meet God; but for you, the death of
your body will be but the beginning of everlasting torment. Oh,
may God be pleased to grant you life and faith in Christ. If you
die without Christ, you shall be forever damned!

Urgency

Since our days in this world are numbered by our God let us
be diligent in the days he has given us, serving him with
meekness and fear. The day of our departure is certain to
God, though unknown to us. None of us know how much time
we have left in this world. Yet, this is certain: No one has time
to spare! The very thought of this ought to make rebels
tremble. Oh, be wise! “Seek ye the Lord while he may be
found! Call ye upon him while he is near!” — “Prepare to meet
thy God!”

Every believer should seek wisdom and grace to live every
day as though he was certain it would be his last. Whatever it
is that we have to do for the glory of Christ, the furtherance of
the gospel, the increase of God’'s kingdom, and the good of
men’s souls, let us do it today! We ought to live every day with
a sense of urgency. Life is urgent, for “time is short!” We
would be wise to pray with Moses, “Teach us,” O Lord, “to
number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.”
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Judgment

The Lord God has appointed the day of our death; but death
does not put an end to our existence. We are all men and
women with living, undying, immortal souls. We will spend
eternity somewhere. Either we will spend eternity with Christ,
his holy angels, and all the saints of God, in the beauty, bliss,
and glory of heaven, or we will spend eternity in hell, with the
damned, in the everlasting torments of God’s offended justice.

“But after this the judgment” — There is also a day of
judgment appointed by God.. There shall be, in the last day, a
great, general resurrection and judgment. We must all appear
before the great white throne judgment. In that great day
Christ will be the Judge.

| do not doubt that there is a judgment which all
experience immediately after death, by which, the souls of
men are condemned to their proper state of bliss in glory or
banishment in hell. But there is also that final, eternal
judgment, at which all must stand to be either declared holy or
filthy, blessed or condemned. This great day of judgment has
been appointed by God from eternity. How will it be for you in
that day? Will you stand before the bar of God in the linen
white, blood washed garments of perfect righteousness in
Christ, holy, unblameable, and unreproveable; or will you be
found in the filthy rags of your own righteousness?

Hebrews 9:27
Why was the New Covenant necessary?

There is a day coming in which God shall judge all men. Every
man will be judged according to exact truth, righteousness,
and justice. “It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this
the judgment.”
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The Standard

The standard by which we shall be judged is the holy law of
God himself. We shall be judged according to the books of
God, in which are recorded all our earthly thoughts, words,
and deeds (2 Cor. 5:10-11; Rev. 20:11-12; Matt. 25:31-46).

In that great and terrible day of the Lord, everyone will
receive exactly what is justly due to him. None will be
punished who do not deserve to be punished. None will be
received into heaven's eternal glory who do not deserve to
enter in. Those who are found guilty of any sin, or infraction of
God's holy law, shall be cast into hell. Those who are perfectly
holy, holy as God himself, shall enter into heaven (Ps. 24:3-4,
Rev. 21:27; 22:11).

In that day the Judge of all the earth, who must do right,
will do right. He who sits upon the great white throne will not
show any lenience, partiality, or favoritism. He will not bend
his law. At the bar of God there will be no mercy and no
grace. The judgment seat is not a place of mercy. It is a place
of strict, unbending, unwavering, immutable justice. Only the
facts will be considered when we stand before God. Guilty or
not guilty, righteous or unrighteous, holy or unholy, these will
be the only matters of consideration in that day. "Evil pursueth
sinners: but to the righteous good shall be repayed” (Pro.
13:21). "The soul that sinneth, it shall die" (Ezek. 18:20). He
that "hath done that which is lawful and right shall surely live"
(Ezek. 33:16). God will by no means clear the guilty. Neither
will he punish the righteous.

Our Only Hope

In the light of these facts, most plainly set forth in the Word of
God, it is obvious that the only hope any sinner has of eternal
salvation and acceptance with God is that he might be saved
by the infinite merits of an able, all-sufficient Substitute.

That Substitute is the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God!
Christ, by his precious blood, has completely washed away
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the sins of his people, so that they are no longer recorded in
the book of God's law and justice against us (Isa. 43:25;
44:22; Jer. 50:20); and his righteous obedience to God is
imputed to all who believe on him, making us worthy of eternal
life (Rom. 5:19; Col. 1:12).

Hebrews 9:27
“Them That Are Sanctified”

“For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are
sanctified.” Hebrews 9:27

God will by no means clear the guilty; and he will not
punish the righteous. How, then, can we, who are the fallen
sons and daughters of Adam, stand before the holy, just, and
true God in judgment? Is there no hope? As long as we are
guilty, as long as there is one remaining spot of sin upon us,
unless we are made perfectly righteous, there is no hope.

The only hope any sinner has of eternal salvation and
acceptance with the holy God is that he might be saved by the
infinite merits of an able, acceptable, all-sufficient Substitute.

No Sin

The Lord Jesus Christ, by his own precious blood, has
completely washed away the sins of his people. They are no
longer recorded in the book of God's law against us (Isa.
43:25; 44:22). In that great day, when God opens the book, he
will not find one sin recorded against any of those for whom
Christ died (Jer. 50:20). Our sins were imputed to Christ. He
was punished in our stead. By his blood he fully satisfied the
penalty required by God's law for our sins. Christ paid our
debt to God's law. Now we have nothing to pay!
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Perfect Righteousness

The Lord Jesus Christ is "the Lord our righteousness" (Jer.
23:6). His righteous obedience to God as the God-man, as
our Mediator and Representative, has been imputed to all who
believe on him, so that in the sight of God's holy law,
according to the record of God's own books, we are perfectly
righteous. We have been made the very righteousness of God
in him (Rom. 5:19; 2 Cor. 5:21). Believer, hear these words
and rejoice:

"In thy Surety thou art free,

His dear hands were pierced for thee;
With His spotless garments on,
You're holy as the Holy One!"

No Condemnation

If we are in Christ, united to him by faith, washed in his blood
and robed in his righteousness, the day of judgment will not
be for us a dreaded day of doom, or even of sorrow, but a day
of victory, triumph, and glory! Let us look upon that day with
sobriety, but not with fear. We must not be presumptuous. But
we must not be unbelieving. We have nothing to fear. We will
endure no punishment. We will suffer no loss. We will receive
the full reward of eternal glory, purchased by his blood and
earned by his obedience on our behalf. Our Mediator's record
before God is our record. His merit is our merit. And his
reward is our reward!

Hebrews 10:1-4
Why Did Christ Come?

The most amazing thing in all the world is the fact that the
Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, should condescend to
become a man that he might live and die in the place of sinful
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men as our Substitute upon the cursed tree. | hope | never get
over the wonder of redeeming love.

“Could we with ink the oceans fill, And were the skies
of parchment made,

Were every stalk on earth a quill, And every man a
scribe by trade, --

To write the love of God above Would drain the oceans
dry,

Nor could the scroll contain the whole, Though
stretched from sky to sky!”

Yet, when | meditate upon this great, stupendous fact, the
fact that the Lord of glory came here to live and die for me, to
be made sin for me, to bring in everlasting righteousness for
me, to put away my sin by being made sin, to give me life by
laying down his own life, that he came here to save me, | am
compelled to ask, with reverent astonishment — Why? Why did
Christ come?

This question is answered in many ways and in many
places in Holy Scripture. But it is not answered more fully or
more clearly in any single passage than it is in Hebrews
chapter ten. Here, the Holy Spirit tells us specifically why the
Lord Jesus Christ came into this world and died in our room
and stead at Calvary.

No Other Way

Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, came here to put
away sin because there was no other way for sin to be put
away (wv. 1-4). -- "For the law having a shadow of good things
to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with
those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually
make the comers thereunto perfect. For then would they not
have ceased to be offered? because that the worshippers
once purged should have had no more conscience of sins.
But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance again made of
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sins every year. For it is not possible that the blood of bulls
and of goats should take away sins."

Good Things To Come

The law of God given by Moses, with all its rituals, sacrifices,
and ceremonies, was a shadow, type, or picture of the good
things to come in Christ. Among those “good things” pictured
and typified in the law are: -- The Forgiveness of Sin, --
Justification with God, -- Peace with God, -- Rest in Christ, --
Fellowship with the Holy Lord God, -- Preservation by Grace, -
- Salvation and Eternal Life in Christ, -- and the blessed
Assurance of Faith.

Pictures of Christ

The tabernacle, the priesthood and the law were not given to
put away sin, but only to serve as a pattern, a blueprint, a
picture of the true Tabernacle and true Sacrifice, which is
Christ himself (Col. 2:16-17; Heb. 8:4-5). Those Old
Testament sacrifices could never put away sin (v. 2). Be sure
you do not miss the argument given in verse two. If those
sacrifices could put away sin, they would have ceased to be
offered! If | bring a sacrifice of any kind that could make
atonement for my sin, then there would be no need of offering
another sacrifice (Heb. 10:12-14).

Once sin has been put away the sinner is discharged. Guilt
is gone. Condemnation is impossible (Rom. 5:1; 8:1-4; 8:33-
34). This is the reason we have assurance and confidence in
Christ (Rom. 8:33-34). Our Lord Jesus Christ has offered one
sacrifice, and believing him we have complete, total
confidence and assurance that our sins are gone (Heb. 10:17;
Isa. 53:4-6).

“Not all the blood of beasts On Jewish altars slain,

Could give the guilty conscience peace, Or wash away the
stain.

But Christ, the heavenly Lamb, Takes all our sins away:
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A Sacrifice of nobler name And richer blood than they.
Believing, we rejoice To see the curse remove:

We bless the Lamb with cheerful voice, And sing
redeeming love!”

Remembrance Made

In verse 3 the Holy Spirit tells us that those carnal, legal
sacrifices of the Old Testament only reminded the
worshippers of God that someone must yet come to put sin
away. Those sacrifices offered on a regular basis and by
divine appointment gave a fresh remembrance of sin. The sin
for which the sacrifices were made was not put away. They
were still there. The sacrifices themselves only reminded the
people of their sins. The sacrifices must and did continue until
the Christ came, who put an end to them and to sin by his
sacrifice.

Not Possible

In verse four we are told, “it is not possible” for such carnal
sacrifices to put away sin. It is not possible for an animal’s
blood to take away sin. Let me give you four reasons why sin
could never be put away by such sacrifices.

Sin is the transgression of God's moral law. These
sacrifices belonged to the ceremonial law. Christ was born
under and obeyed the moral and the ceremonial law (Gal. 4:4-
5).

The blood is not the same blood. It is not from the same
kind of person who sinned. But Christ is bone of our bone and
flesh of our flesh (Heb. 2:16-18).

Sin deals with the mind, the heart, the soul, and
conscience, to which no animal can relate. Christ made his
soul an offering for sin. He was a man of sorrows and
acquainted with grief (Isa. 53:10-11).
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If sin could be put away by some other means, then Christ
died in vain (Gal. 2:21).

Hebrews 10:5-9
“Lo, | come to do Thy will, O God.”

Our Lord Jesus Christ came here as a Man, as our Mediator,
Substitute and Representative to do and fulfill the will of God,
to bring in a better covenant. Verses 5-8 are a quotation from
Psalm 40:6-8 in which David, by the Spirit of inspiration wrote
of Christ who was to come.

A Body Prepared

The sacrifices and offerings of the Old Testament continued
only for a set time until Christ came (1 Cor. 5:7). God never
accepted them as a term of righteousness. But, when the
fullness of time came, he clothed Christ in a human body
prepared by the Holy Spirit, that his own dear Son might (in
the body of a man) obey the law and suffer for sin (Rom. 5:19;
1 Cor. 15:21-22). God the Holy Spirit prepared a body for him
(v. 5), a real human body and soul for the infinite, eternal,
incomprehensible Son of God, so that he could bear our sins
in his body on the cursed tree and die as our Substitute.

A Voluntary Substitute

In verse 6 we are again told that it was impossible for animal
blood to put away human sin. Burnt offerings and sacrifices
could never satisfy his justice, appease his anger, honor his
law, or put away sin (Isa. 1:11-18). Our Lord Jesus Christ
came here as a voluntary Surety, as Jehovah’'s voluntary
Servant, to die as our Substitute by the will of God (v. 7). In
the book of God's decrees and in the Book of God’s revelation
(the Bible) it is clearly written that Christ would come to work
out the redemptive will of God (Luke 24:44-47).
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The First and the Second

In order to fulfill and bring in the new, everlasting covenant
and the blessings of it, our Savior completely took away the
old (vv. 8-9). In verse 8 the prophecy of Psalm 40 is repeated.
Here, however, all the sacrifices are included. That means
this: — When Christ fulfilled them all he replaced them all.
Those sacrifices gave no pleasure to God except as they
were offered in faith toward Christ (Heb. 11:4, 17, 28).

By completely fulfilling the redemptive will of God (John
6:38), the Lord Jesus Christ has put away all sacrifices, all
offerings, the priesthood and all that was associated with that
covenant. “Christ is the END of the law!” He stands in the
place of all that was represented in the law. Now, having
Christ, we have all things in him (1 Cor. 3:21-23; 1:30; Col.
2:9,10). He who was made to be sin for us is made of God
unto us Wisdom, Righteousness, Sanctification, and
Redemption. Let us ever glory in him!

A God given and God sustained faith in Christ is not only
sufficient to enable the most feeble believer to overcome the
corruptions of the flesh, the allurements of the world, and the
temptations of the devil, but also to give him an easy,
triumphant passage through death into glory (Ex. 15:16-18). In
a sense, faith’s last work shall be its greatest. When | am
leaving this world, my body may convulse with pain, physical
unconsciousness may set in, and | may have many spiritual
struggles. Yet, once my soul is freed from this body of flesh, |
shall be blest with such a sight and sense of my blessed
Redeemer as | never had and never could have in this mortal
state -- (Acts 7:55).

Hebrews 10:5
“A Body Hast Thou Prepared Me”
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If the Son of God would be our Redeemer and Savior, it was
necessary for him to become one with us one of us, God in
our nature, Immanuel. -- Therefore, in order to redeem and
save his people, a body was prepared for him.

It was not necessary for the Lord of glory to redeem and
save anyone. The Triune God is independent and self-
sufficient. He does not need us! There is nothing man could
do to cause God to save him. But, having purposed to be
gracious, having purposed to save a people for the glory of his
name, the only way it could be done was for God himself to
take humanity into union with himself (Heb. 216-17).

"Wherefore" -- Because there was no other way of
atonement whereby God could be both a just God and a
Savior, whereby he could both forgive our sins and satisfy his
own holy law and justice, -- "when he cometh into the world," -
- At that precise moment in time when the Son of God entered
into Mary's virgin womb, as he was entering that holy thing
prepared in the womb of the virgin by the Holy Spirit, -- "he
saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not," -- Because no
sacrifice would do but the sacrifice of one who is both God
and man in one glorious being, -- "but" -- because God found
a way to save sinners in the person of his own dear Son, -- "a
body hast thou prepared me." Because it pleased God, the
great, glorious, triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, to
make an external manifestation of his divine glory, a body was
prepared for his Son in the womb of the virgin by the Holy
Spirit, a body which our blessed Savior gladly took into
indissolvable union with himself (1 Tim. 3:16).

This is, indeed, the great mystery of godliness -- God was
manifest in human flesh! As we consider this great mystery,
the mystery of the incarnate God, let us do so with reverent,
believing hearts. If Moses, when he stood before the burning
bush, was required to take off his polluted shoes, how much
more must we, as we stand before the incarnate God (of
whom the burning bush was but a type), take off the polluted
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shoes of carnal curiosity, speculation, and reason! We must
stand here, upon this holy ground, upon the bare feet of
reverence and faith.

J. C. Philpot wrote, "The sacred humanity of the blessed
Lord consists of a perfect human body and a perfect human
soul, taken at one and the same instant in the womb of the
virgin Mary, under the overshadowing operation and influence
of the Holy Ghost." That is precisely the meaning of the
angel's message to Mary. "The Holy Ghost shall come upon
thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee:
therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall
be called the Son of God" (Luke 1:35).

Hebrews 10:5
The Glorious Humanity of Our Lord Jesus Christ

“Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice
and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared
me.” Hebrews 10:5

A body was prepared for the Son of God in eternity, in the
everlasting covenant of grace. Our Savior was not a man
before he came into this world. Neither his human body nor
his human soul is eternal. Yet, his human nature was
prepared by God in predestination, in the arrangements of the
covenant of grace, before the world began (Ps. 139:13-16).
The incarnation of our Savior has always been the purpose of
God. When the Lord God made Adam in his own image and
likeness (Gen. 1:27), he had in mind's eye that Man who, in
the fulness of time would come, who would be "the express
image of his person” (Heb. 1:3).

These words also reveal the sure salvation of God’s elect.
As the Lord God prepared a physical body for our Lord Jesus
Christ, in which he fulfilled all righteousness and
accomplished eternal redemption as the federal Head and
Representative of his elect, he has also prepared a spiritual,
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mystical body for his Son as the Mediator of his elect and the
Surety of the covenant. The church of God is the fulness of
Christ as his mediatorial body (Eph. 1:22-23). As God, Jesus
Christ needs us for nothing. But as the Mediator, Christ must
have all his elect, every member of the church, which is his
body, that he may be complete and full in his mediatorial
glory. In order that Christ may enjoy the fulness of his glory as
the Mediator of the covenant, a body of elect sinners has
been prepared for him from eternity.

The Lord God prepared a body for his Son in eternal
election. All the elect were chosen in Christ to be his body
before the world began (Eph. 1:3-4). Christ was chosen to be
our Head. And we were chosen in him. And the salvation of
that elect body is as sure and certain as the exaltation and
glory of Christ himself.

This body has been prepared for Christ by the satisfaction
of divine justice (Rom. 3:24-26). God’s chosen ones, before
they could be brought into union with his Son, must be both
redeemed from all sin and made perfectly righteous before the
law. It is true, Christ himself has made us righteous and
redeemed us to God by his own obedience and death. But the
scheme of redemption was devised by the Triune God, for the
glory of Christ, that he might have a body of redeemed
sinners for his praise (Job 33:24; Ezek. 16:62-63).

And the church is a body prepared and made ready for
Christ by God the Holy Spirit in regenerating grace (Eph. 1:20-
23). In divine regeneration the Spirit of God gives each of
God’s elect, those men and women redeemed by Christ, a
new, holy, righteous nature. The righteousness of Christ has
been imputed to us in justification. The righteousness of
Christ, his righteous nature, is imparted to us in regeneration.
By making us righteous, sanctified, giving us to be partakers
of the divine nature, God makes us a body prepared for Jesus
Christ, his dear Son.
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Hebrews 10:9-14
The Great Transaction’s Done

“Tis done, the great transaction’s done! | am my Lord’s and
He is mine!” Redemption’s work is done, completely finished.
Nothing is to be added to it to make it complete. Nothing can
be added to it. If we attempt to add anything to it, we make it
of none effect to ourselves (Gal. 5:1-4). When our Lord Jesus
Christ cried, “It is finished,” he had finished the work he came
here to do. He had redeemed his people. He had finished the
entire will of God he came here to fulfill. That is the entire
basis of our faith and confidence in him as our Savior. It is
Christ’s finished work of redemption as the sinner’s Substitute
which the Holy Spirit declares in Hebrews 10:9-14

The Father’'s Will

The Lord Jesus Christ came here to die at Calvary to redeem
God's elect (vv. 9-10). Carry these two verses with you as you
make your pilgrimage through this world. When Satan roars
against you and your heart trembles because of your own sin,
remember what the Lord God here declares in his Word for
your soul's comfort. Rejoice in these blessed facts. Roll them
over in your heart. Worship God and give him thanks for great
gospel truths.

The Son of God came into this world in human flesh to
offer himself as a sin-atoning sacrifice to God at Calvary. He
came here to die as our Substitute by the will of God. He
came here specifically to die in the room and place of God’s
elect ("“Them that are sanctified!”), as our great Substitute.
And he has successfully, effectually redeemed all God’s elect
by the sacrifice of himself (vv. 11-14). There is no possibility
that even one of those sanctified and made perfect by his
blood shall ever be charged with sin (Rom. 4:8), condemned
for sin (Rom. 8:1; 33-34), or separated from the love of God
that is in Christ Jesus (Rom. 8:39).
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My Hope

Here is the basis of my soul’s hope, comfort, and expectation
before God. | have hope of eternal life, | expect to stand
accepted before God forever, not because of anything | have
done, experienced, and, or felt, but because of what Christ
has done for me.

| have hope before God because the Son of God stood as
my Surety in the covenant of grace before the world began.
By his own oath, from which he will not repent, the Lord Jesus
Christ was made “a Surety of a better testament,” Surety of a
better covenant, in the eternal councils of the triune God (Heb.
7:22; Gen. 43:8-9; Job 33:24). In that covenant, the Son of
God agreed to satisfy the law and justice of God for his people
and bring all the hosts of God’s elect safe into glory. God the
Father trusted his elect people into the hands of his Son as a
Surety (Eph. 1:12). And Christ’s suretyship engagements will
not be finished until all that the Father gave him have come to
him, and he has raised them up at the last day, presented
them to the Father, and said, “Behold, | and the children which
God hath given me.” See John 6:37-40; 10:16; Heb. 2:13).

The fact that God the Son came into this world as a man
gives me hope as well (Matt. 1:21). Immanuel, God with us,
God in our nature, is God come to save. The Son of God
would not have become one of us were it not his purpose to
show us mercy. “For God sent not his son into the world to
condemn the world; but that the world through him might be
saved” (John 3:17). This is good news indeed: “The Word was
made flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14).

| have hope before God because the Lord Jesus Christ
obeyed the law of God as my representative. Though | am a
sinner, without any ability to produce righteousness, | have
hope before God who cannot accept anything less than
perfect righteousness. My hope is “The Lord our
Righteousness” (Jer. 23:6). Christ lived in this world in perfect
obedience to God as my Representative and brought in an
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everlasting righteousness. It is this righteousness, the
righteous obedience of Christ, which God has imputed to me
and imputes to all who believe (Rom. 5:19). But before
righteousness could be lawfully imputed to me, my sins had to
be both atoned for and put away. So ---

| have hope before God because the Lord Jesus Christ
died as my Substitute under the penalty of God’s holy law
(Rom. 3:24-26; 2 Cor. 5:21). My God, by a marvelously legal
but gracious transfer, transferred my sin to Christ and
punished him for my sin and then transferred Christ's
righteousness to me and rewards me for his righteousness.
Christ became what we were, so that we might forever be
what he is. Christ stood in our place, so that we might forever
stand in his place. Christ died, the just for the unjust, that he
might bring us to God, so that we might live forever with God.
And, now, God is faithful and just to forgive the sins of all who
confess their sins, believing on the Lord Jesus Christ (1 John
1:9).

And | have hope before God because this Christ, who lived
and died as the sinner's Substitute, arose from the grave,
ascended back into heaven, and has been exalted as King
over the universe. The Lord Jesus Christ, “when he had by
himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the
majesty on high” (Heb. 1:3). The fact that he arose from the
grave assures us that Christ has completely satisfied the law’s
claim against our sins. The fact that he ascended back into
heaven assures us that he is accepted of God as the
Representative of his people. And the fact that he is
enthroned as King over all things assures us that “he is able
to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him”
(Heb. 7:25).

Faith

I am confident that Christ has done all of this for me, as my
surety, my Representative, my Substitute, because | honestly
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acknowledge my sin before God and trust him alone as my
Lord and Savior. My faith does not save me. Only Christ can
save. But my faith gives me a confident hope that | have been
saved by the grace of God through the righteousness and
shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ (1 John 5:10-13).

Hebrews 10:11-13
Christ Exalted

Here the Holy Spirit describes Christ’s glorious exaltation. The
priests of Israel, like the pretentious priests of Rome today,
stood and offered everyday the same sacrifices, which could
never take away sins. “But this man (the God-man, our
Savior), after he had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat
down on the right hand of God; from henceforth expecting till
his enemies be made his footstool.”

In this chapter the Holy Spirit shows us the superiority of
Christ over the Levitical priesthood of the Old Testament. --
Those priests under the law were many. Christ is one High
Priest over the house of God forever. -- They offered many
sacrifices. Christ made one sacrifice. -- They offered their
sacrifices often, everyday. Christ offered one sacrifice
(himself) once. -- They stood ministering in the holy place.
Christ sat down. -- Their sacrifices could never take away
sins. Christ by his one great sacrifice “hath perfected forever
them that are sanctified,” having put away all our sins.

“Not all the blood of beasts On Jewish altars slain,

Could give the guilty conscience peace, Or wash away

the stain.

But Christ, the heavenly Lamb, Takes all our sins

away;

A sacrifice of nobler name And richer blood than they.”

That Christ who redeemed us by his blood now reigns in

heaven to save those for whom he died by the power of his
grace.

247



Discovering Christ In Hebrews Don Fortner

Expiation Made

Our Lord's work of redemption is done. His atonement is
complete. The sins, which he bore in his body on the tree,
have been fully purged away, completely atoned for, and
entirely removed. All that Christ came to do he has completely
done. The priests of Israel could never sit down, because their
work was never done, their sacrifices could never take away
sin. “But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins
forever, sat down on the right hand of God.” Here is proof
positive that the work of redemption is done, completely and
perfectly done: -- Christ is sitting at the Father’s right hand.

Sat Down

Sitting down is a posture of rest. A man does not rest until his
work is finished. Christ came to do his Father’s will, “By the
which will we are sanctified;” and he would not rest until he
had completely and perfectly done his Father’'s will. Christ’s
sitting in heaven is our assurance that everything required for
the salvation of all his people is done (Rom. 8:34).
Righteousness has been established. Atonement has been
made. Sin has been put away. God’s elect have been made
perfect (Heb. 10:10, 14).

Christ’s sitting at God’s right hand also implies that he
enjoys great pleasure. The psalmist, when he spoke of
Christ’s exaltation, wrote, “Thou wilt show me the path of life:
in thy presence is fullness of joy; at thy right hand there are
pleasures for evermore” (Ps. 16:11). The highest joy and
pleasure of our Savior is the salvation of his people. Our
salvation was the joy set before him, for which he endured the
cross, despising the shame (Heb. 12:2).

How could he enjoy pleasure, if his people were in
jeopardy? How could he have any joy, if he had not secured
the salvation of every lamb of his flock? If he had not rendered
the eternal salvation of every blood-bought soul as secure as
his own throne, he would have no pleasure. There is a smile
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of pleasure upon our Redeemer’s face as he sits in glory,
because all his ransomed ones are perfectly safe.

Sat Down Forever

Not only is Christ seated in the posture of rest and at the
place of pleasure; but our text tells us that, he “forever sat
down on the right hand of God!” Christ, as our Surety, has
undertaken to save all of God’s elect. It was for this cause that
he came into the world. He has sworn to bring all the elect to
glory and present them perfect, without blemish, without fault,
holy before his Father. If that is not already secured as the
result of his finished work, then he would be obliged at some
point to get up off his seat and go to work again. But our all-
glorious Christ has so thoroughly redeemed us that he forever
sat down. He will never have to leave his throne, because he
finished the work he came to do.

God’s Right Hand

Here is another proof that our sins are completely expiated by
Christ: — He is seated on the right hand of God. The very fact
that Christ is in heaven, accepted by God as our Substitute, is
proof that his work is done and that, as the result of his
finished work, God has no quarrel with us. As long as the
United States has an ambassador in Moscow, there is peace
between the U.S. and Russia. And as long as Christ our
Savior is at the Father’s right hand, we may be assured that
there is peace between his people and God.

Since Christ is seated in heaven forever, it is no
assumption, but a matter of infallible certainty, that our peace
with God can never cease, and that the atonement for sin is
both complete and effectual! God almighty made Christ to be
sin for us, and as a sinner, he could not enter heaven until he
had washed all our sins away in the fountain of his own
precious blood. This Man, being our Substitute, could not
enter heaven without two things: Perfect Righteousness and
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Complete Satisfaction. But, inasmuch as he is seated on the
right hand of God forever, we cannot question this fact —
Redemption is done!

Hebrews 10:11-13
Christ Exalted

Having completely put away our sins by his one great atoning
sacrifice, the Holy Spirit declares, “This man, (Christ, the God-
man, Our Divine Mediator and Substitute) after he had offered
one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down on the right hand of
God.”

As God the Son, our Lord Jesus Christ was always on the
Father's throne. Even when he was upon earth, he was in
heaven. The Son of God did not cease to be omnipotent and
omnipresent, even when he was wrapped up in human flesh.
Insofar as his divinity is concerned, our Lord never left his
Father’'s throne. He who is everywhere present cannot be
anywhere absent. Our Lord himself said to Nicodemus, “No
man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down
from heaven, event the Son of man which is (at this very time)
in heaven” (John 3:13).

Still, as the Man-God, our Lord Jesus has assumed the
glories and honors of heavenly exaltation. This Man who died
as the sinner’s Substitute reigns as the sinner’'s God on the
right hand of the glorious Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
The Man Christ Jesus is exalted to the right hand of the
Majesty on high. -- He is that One whom John saw as a Lamb
that had been slain rising up in the midst of the throne.

Pre-eminent Exaltation

Our Savior’'s exaltation is a pre-eminent exaltation. The triune
God has ordained, “that in all things Christ might have the pre-
eminence” (Col. 1:18). And he has given him the place of pre-
eminence. God has crowned him with glory and honor above
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all the works of his hands. God has exalted Christ “Far above
all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and
every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in
that which is to come: And hath put all things under his feet,
and gave him to be the head over all things to the church,
which is his body, the fullness of him that filleth all in all” (Eph.
1:121-23).

The dignity, which Christ now enjoys is a surpassing
dignity. No angel rivals him. No creature can compare with
him. Christ is pre-eminent in all things. And Christ is pre-
eminent above all things. He is ---

The Pre-eminent Prophet!'The Pre-eminent Priest!
The Pre-eminent King!The Pre-eminent Sacrifice!
The Pre-eminent Savior!The Pre-eminent Brother!
The Pre-eminent Friend!The Pre-eminent Husband!

Real Exaltation

Our Savior's exaltation is a real exaltation (Acts 2:33-36). A
good many men seek empty, meaningless titles, titles which
give them a name, but no power or authority. Our Lord does
not wear a meaningless title. He wears a name that is above
every name, and he has power above all power (John 17:2).
The scepter of universal monarchy is in his hand (Rom. 14:9).

He upholds all things by the word of his power. He is able
to save to the uttermost all who come to God by him. He is
able to work all things together for the good of his own elect.
He is able to subdue all things unto himself. He is able to
preserve his own and to present them faultless before the
presence of his own glory.

Deserved Exaltation

Our blessed Redeemer’s exaltation is a deserved exaltation
(Phil. 2:5-11). If the Lord God should put it to a vote, as to
whether Christ should be exalted, it would be carried by
universal acclamation. All would shout —
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“Crown Him with many crowns,

The Lamb upon His throne!

Hark how the heavenly anthems drown
All music but its own!”

All the holy angels would acknowledge Christ’s right to be
exalted (Isa. 6:2-3). All the saints in heaven acknowledge
Christ's right to be exalted (Rev. 4:10-11; 5:9-10). Every
believer upon the earth would have Christ exalted (Col. 3:11,
1 Pet. 2:7). Every creature of God will in time acknowledge
Christ’s right to be exalted (Rev. 5:11-14). No other being in
heaven deserves to be there but Christ. The angels of God
are kept in heaven by grace. The saints of God enter heaven
by grace. Only Christ is in heaven by right.

Representative Exaltation

Our great Savior's exaltation is a representative exaltation
(Heb. 6:20; Eph. 2:5-6). Just as you and | have our
representatives in the houses of congress, every true believer
has a Representative before God in heaven. Yet, Christ is
more to us than a legal Representative, he is also a real
Representative, because we are really and truly one with him.
He is the Vine. We are the branches. He is the Head. We are
his body. We are one with Christ!

“One when He died, one when He arose,
One when He triumphed o’er His foes.
One when in heaven He took His seat
And angels sang all hell’'s defeat.”

Is Christ on a throne? He will give us to sit on the throne
with him. Does Christ wear a crown? He will give us a crown
that fades not away. Is Christ triumphant? He will make us
triumphant too.

Child of God, set your heart’'s eye upon your exalted
Savior. Behold him seated upon his throne in glory, with many
crowns upon his head; and remember this: — You will soon be
with him and like him! Let us be content now to live in
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obscurity or even in banishment for Christ's sake. Soon we
shall wear the crown of glory!

Hebrews 10:11-14
Redemption Accomplished

“And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering
oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take away
sins: But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins
for ever, sat down on the right hand of God; From henceforth
expecting till his enemies be made his footstool. For by one
offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.”
Hebrews 10:11-14

In this passage of Inspiration the Holy Spirit assures us of
the accomplishment of redemption by our Lord Jesus Christ.
This is the gospel we declare to needy sinners: -- Christ has
accomplished redemption by the sacrifice of himself (Isa.
40:1-2).

Verse 11 -- "And every priest standeth daily ministering
and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never
take away sins.”

This does not refer to the great high priest in Israel, but to
that great multitude of priests who offered daily sacrifices for
the people (Lev. 1-7). Standing before the altar, they offered
the same sacrifices day after day, week after week, month
after month, year after year, sacrifices that could never take
away sins. Those earthly priests never sat down in the holy
place, because their work was never done.

Verse 12 — “But this man, after he had offered one
sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God.”

We are told three things in this 12th verse, which are
absolutely essential to the saving of our souls. Apart from
these three things redemption could not be accomplished.
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e The Son of God became a man (Isa. 7:14; 9:6;
Matt. 1:21-23).

e This almighty God-Man offered one sacrifice for
sins forever.

e Then he sat down in heaven.

Because his work was done, his sacrifice was accepted,
his people were sanctified by his blood, and our sins were
pardoned, he sat down. He could not have gone to the Father
as our Mediator, had he not put away our sins (John 16:10).

These things were written to show us the excellence and
superiority of Christ as our great High Priest. Those priests in
Israel were many. -- Christ is one! They offered many
sacrifices. -- He offered only one! They stood. -- He sat down!
Their sacrifices were only typical of redemption’s great work. -
- His sacrifice effectually accomplished eternal redemption for
us!

Verse 13 —“From henceforth expecting till his enemies be
made his footstool.”

Blessed be God, all the enemies of Christ and his people
shall be subdued to him and put under his feet! (Read Ps.
110:1; Isa. 45:20-45; 1 Cor. 15:24-28.) Behold the Son of God
sitting in heaven, patiently anticipating the subjugation of all
things beneath his feet, giving everlasting praise to him. Let
us both admire and imitate our Savior’s patience. The God of
Peace shall bruise Satan under our feet shortly (Rom. 16:20).

Verse 14 -- “For by one offering he hath perfected for ever
them that are sanctified.”

This is why he sat down. This is why he expects his
enemies to be destroyed. This is why he is at the right hand of
the Father. Our Savior has fully and forever, perfectly and
permanently, accomplished what he came here to do. He has
completely cleansed, perfected, and made holy all who were
given him by the Father, his sanctified ones, all the chosen.
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To be sanctified is to be set apart by the Father in electing
love (Jude 1), to be declared holy by the Son in justification (1
Cor. 1:2), and to be made holy by God the Holy Spirit in the
new birth (2 Thess. 2:13). No sinner will ever be saved, no
sinner has faith in Christ, until he learns this blessed fact
revealed in the gospel: -- Redemption is done! Blessed are
the eyes that see this glorious, soul comforting, Christ
honoring truth of Holy Scripture!

“Nothing, either great or small; Nothing, sinner, no;
Jesus did it, did it all, Long, long ago!

When He, from His lofty throne, Stooped to do and die,
Everything was fully done; Hearken to His cry —

‘It is finished!” Yes indeed, Finished every jot.
Sinner, this is all you need. Tell me, Is it not?
Weary, working, plodding one, Why toil you so?
Cease your doing. All was done, Long, long ago!

Till to Jesus’ work you cling By a simple faith,

Doing is a deadly thing. Doing ends in death!

Cast your deadly ‘doing’ down, Down at Jesus’ feet.
Stand in Him, in Him alone, Gloriously complete!”

Hebrews 10:11-22
“A New and Living Way

Everything relating to this gospel age, everything relating to
the worship of God in this age, everything relating to the
believer’s life in Christ in this gospel age is described as “new”
and “living.”

New

We are partakers of a new covenant. We come into the
kingdom of God by a new birth (John 3:3-7). We are new
creatures in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17). We have been given a new
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name (1 John 3:1-3). We live under the rule of a new
commandment (1 John 3:23). We are citizens of the New
Jerusalem. We sing a new song. We look for a new heavens
and a new earth.

Living

As all things in Christ are new, so, too, all things in the
kingdom of God are living. Our hope in Christ is a living hope
(1 Pet. 1:3). We drink from the fountain of Living Water. We
eat that Living Bread which came down from heaven. We are

built upon Christ as living stones upon the Living Stone, the
Living Foundation.

Spiritual

In other words, everything relating to the knowledge, worship,
and service of God is spiritual, not carnal. “True worshippers
worship the Father in spirit...God is a Spirit: and they that
worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth” (John
4:23-24). — “The kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost” (Rom.
14:17). — “We are the circumcision, which worship God in the
spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in
the flesh” (Phil 3:3).

True worship is a matter of the heart, altogether spiritual. --
We worship God by faith in Christ, upon the grounds of justice
satisfied. — Hebrews 10:11-25 describes both the foundation
and the exercise of grace.

We worship the Lord our God, trusting his Son, drawing
near to him upon the basis of redemption accomplished by
Christ (vv. 11-14). We come to God, confident of acceptance
with him because of the complete remission of sins by his
grace through the redemption Christ accomplished at Calvary
(vv. 15-18). This freedom in worship, this freedom in drawing
near to God arises from the blessedness and realization of
our complete, perfect reconciliation to God by and in Christ
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(vv. 19-22). This is what Paul declares in 2 Corinthians 5:17.
We are reconciled to God, perfectly, completely, and
immutably!

Hebrews 10:13
“From Henceforth Expecting”

We have seen the expiation of our sin by our Savior’s blood
atonement, and his exaltation as Lord as the reward of his
obedience to the Father’'s will as our covenant Surety and
Mediator. Here the Holy Spirit shows us that which our great
Savior yet expects to be the reward of his labor as our
Mediator.

As we have seen, he who redeemed us with his blood and
saved us by his grace has been exalted to the throne of
sovereign dominion. He reigns upon that throne of universal
monarchy, “From henceforth expecting till his enemies has
been made his footstool.” His foes shall all, without exception,
become his servant and his footstool (Isa. 45:22-25).

Present Subjugation

In one sense, this crushing of his enemies into subjection
beneath his feet has already begun. Our Lord Jesus Christ is
the sovereign ruler of the universe. All creation, all events, all
animals, and all rational beings, either willingly or unwillingly,
are his servants (2 Pet. 2:1). He has power over all flesh.

Be sure you understand this. Satan himself is Christ’s
slave, beaten into subjection (John 12:31; Rev. 20:1-3).
Wicked men and women are the servants of Christ, the errand
boys of his providential rule. Satan cannot tempt God’s
servant Job without first obtaining permission from the Lord
God.; and having the limits of the temptation set by God. Not
even demons of hell can run into a herd of hogs without the
permission of Christ their Lord. Yes, the Lord God our Savior
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rules the universe totally and absolutely for the everlasting
salvation of his own elect (Rom. 8:28-30; Ps. 76:10).

Gracious Subjugation

Many of Christ’s enemies are conquered by his grace through
the preaching of the gospel (2 Cor. 10:4-5). How | thank God
for conquering grace! Nothing else could have broken this
rebel's heart. Nothing less than sovereign, omnipotent,
conquering grace could have stopped me in my mad rush to
hell. Nothing else could have brought me to Christ and
reconciled my heart to my God, making me willing in the day
of his power to gladly bow to Christ as my Lord (Ps. 110:3).
My heart sings with David, “Blessed is the man whom thou
choosest and causest to approach unto thee!”

Final Subjugation

When Christ comes the second time, he will come to crush all
rebellion. The second advent will not be a time of salvation for
rebels, but of judgment and wrath. “The Lord Jesus shall be
revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire
taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey
not the gospel” (2 Thess. 1:8-9). In the last day, in the day of
judgment, every enemy shall bow to Christ as Lord. At the
name of Jesus every knee shall bow and every tongue shall
confess, in heaven, earth, and hell, that Jesus Christ is Lord.
And God shall be all in all.

In the end, because Christ is exalted, he shall have his
expectation. All his enemies shall be made his footstool. All
who believe shall be saved. “He shall see of the travail of his
soul, and shall be satisfied!” All his foes shall be destroyed. All
of God’s elect shall be saved (Rom. 11:26). Christ shall be
triumphant and glorious forever in all things and over all things
(Rev. 19:6).
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Hebrews 10:14
“One Offering”

“For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are
sanctified.” Hebrews 10:14

God's elect are a sanctified people. All believers are
sanctified. There is no such thing as an unsanctified believer.
If we are saved, we are saints. If we are not saints, we are not
saved. This is exactly what Paul told the Corinthian believers
(1 Cor. 6:11).

Sanctification is altogether the work of God’s free and
sovereign grace in Christ. Our sanctification, like our
redemption and justification, is the work of God almighty in the
trinity of his sacred Persons. We are sanctified by God the
Father in election, by God the Son in redemption, and by God
the Holy Spirit in regeneration. Sanctification is not something
we do for ourselves. It is something God does for us and in
us.

The words “sanctify,” “sanctified,” “sanctifieth,” and
“sanctification” are used more than thirty times in the New
Testament. We are said to be sanctified by the purpose of
God, by the blood of Christ, by the Spirit of God, by faith in
Christ, and by the Word of God. But never, not even once, are
we said to sanctify ourselves. Sanctification is the work of God
alone.

Sanctified In Eternity

All who are God’s were sanctified by God the Father in eternal
election (Jude 1). All believers were sanctified by God the
Father in eternal election, set apart for him by God’s decree,
and separated unto him (Jude 1:1).

This is the character of God’s distinguishing grace. -- It
sets some people apart from others and sanctifies them unto
the Lord. Grace makes men to differ (1 Cor. 4:7). We were
secretly set apart for God in his secret, eternal decree of
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election before the world began. We were legally set apart
from Adam’s fallen race by the purchase of Christ at Calvary
when he ransomed us from the curse of the law. And we were
manifestly set apart and separated unto God by the effectual
call of God the Holy Spirit in regeneration.

Every believer has been, in this sense, eternally sanctified,
completely set apart by God and for God. The practical
importance of this glorious doctrine is this: -- That which has
been set apart for God ought never be used for common
purposes again. “Ye are not your own. For ye are bought with
a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit,
which are God's” (1 Cor. 6:19-20). We belong to the Lord our
God. Let us therefore consecrate ourselves to him and serve
him in all things (Rom 12:1-2). We belong to God. Be assured,
God almighty will protect all who belong to him in all their
appointed ways, even as he protected the ark of the covenant
in the Old Testament (Ps. 91:3-13).

Sanctified At Calvary

We were sanctified by God the Son in redemption at Calvary.
All of God’'s elect were perfectly sanctified by the blood of
Christ when he died as our Substitute (Heb. 10:10-14). Christ
is our Sanctification (1 Cor. 1:30). We have been and are
forever “sanctified in Christ Jesus” (1 Cor. 1:2). Believers are
addressed throughout the Epistles as “saints,” that is as
“sanctified ones” in Christ.

This is what | want you to see and rejoice in: -- In the Lord
Jesus Christ we who believe are regarded by God as perfectly
holy, treated as if we were perfectly holy, and declared to be
perfectly holy, because in Christ we are perfectly holy! We do
no believe in imputed sanctification any more than we believe
in imputed justification. We believe in imputed righteousness,
by which we are both justified and sanctified. The
righteousness of Christ has been imputed to us; and we are
by his righteousness both justified from all things and declared
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to be holy. Sanctified in the sight of God. -- “With His spotless
garments on | am as holy as God’s Son!”

Sanctified By The Spirit

Every chosen, redeemed sinner is sanctified by God the Holy
Spirit in the new birth. All believers are actually made holy by
God the Holy Spirit in regeneration. Through the
instrumentally of gospel preaching, the Spirit of God
effectually applies the blood of Christ to the hearts of God’s
elect, purifying our hearts and implanting a new, holy nature
within us. This is regeneration, the new birth. This is our
sanctification by the Spirit (2 Thess. 2:13-14; 2 Pet. 1:4; 1
John 3:9; 1 John 5:18).

Someone once wrote, “We are a people with two natures,
one that is holy and seeks after righteousness, and one that is
corrupt and seeks after sin. However, these two natures are
not equal in power. The divine nature rules and reigns; but the
evil nature will not bow nor serve.”

While we live in this world we must continue to live with
this old, sinful nature. But we do have a new nature created in
us, in the image of Christ, a nature that cannot sin (1 John
3:9). It is the old man that sins, not the new. It is written, “Now
if I do that | would not, it is no more | that do it, but sin that
dwelleth in me” (Rom. 7:20) In glorification the old man shall
be totally eradicated from us, but not until then. That
eradication of the old man is not a gradual, progressive thing.
It is the radical, climatic change experienced by God’s saints
in death, and ultimately in resurrection glory.

Understanding that sanctification is altogether the work of
God, the work of God’s grace, it is obvious that there is no
such thing as “progressive sanctification” taught in the Book of
God. Believers grow in grace, but not in holiness. We grow in
faith, but not in righteousness. There is no sense in which our
sanctification depends upon us. It is God’s work.
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Hebrews 10:14
"The Judgment”

The Book of Hebrews constantly shows us that the work of
Christ as our sin offering to God was a work done but once.
This emphasis is made throughout the Book to teach us
forcibly that the sacrifice of Christ was an effectual sacrifice -
that our Lord Jesus Christ has by his one great sacrifice as
our Substitute accomplished everything he intended to
accomplish by his death. Look what this Book tells us Christ
accomplished by his one offering.

e By his one offering, the Lord Jesus Christ has
purged our sins (1:1-3; 7:26-27).

e By his one offering, the Lord Jesus Christ has
obtained eternal redemption for us (9:12, 26-28).

e By his one offering, the Lord Jesus Christ has
perfected all God'’s elect (10:12-14).

The Context

Look at this text in its context. The Son of God, by his one
offering for sin, has perfected forever them that are sanctified.
What does that statement mean in this context?

In the ninth chapter the Apostle spoke to us about the
tabernacle, the candlestick, the table, the showbread, the
sanctuary, the golden censor, the ark of the covenant overlaid
with gold and the pot of manna. In other words, he has been
talking to us about priests and priestly things.

Holy Things And Holy Men

All these things were sanctified things, -- holy things.
However, though they were sanctified, holy things, they
needed to be made perfect. They had to be sprinkled with
blood to be made perfect. Granted, those things were only
ceremonially sanctified and ceremonially perfected. But the
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ceremonies were designed of God to show us something.
They were intended to teach us what sanctification is in a very
practical way.

There were certain golden vessels used in the sanctuary,
which were never used for anything else but the service of
God. They were set apart, made holy, and kept strictly as
vessels of the sanctuary for service of the Lord God. They
were sanctified things.

There were also specific, chosen men who did nothing
else but wait upon the Lord. They were consecrated to their
offices. God chose the tribe of Levi, and out of the tribe of Levi
he chose the house of Aaron. These men were chosen, and
then they were prepared by divine order for their work. They
underwent specific, divinely ordained ceremonies and
washings, and were thereby made ceremonially holy. These
priests were ceremonially sanctified. That is to say, they were
set apart, dedicated and reserved to the special service of the
Lord God.

Set Apart For God

That is just what you and | (if we are believers) are, and what
we ought to be. If we are God’s, we are sanctified men and
women. We are chosen by God to be the peculiar vessels he
will use in performing his work, in pouring out his mercy to his
people (Eph, 3:8; 2 Cor. 4:7). We are the people God has
chosen and sanctified, by whom he is served, by whom he
does good to chosen sinners in this world.

No man had the right to use the things of the sanctuary for
himself. If he did so, he did it to his own destruction. — Ask
Belshazzar. He took the cups, the golden candlesticks, and so
forth, and used them in his debauchery and pleasure. When
he did, he was swept away in God’s wrath. The handwriting
on the wall foretold his doom.

So it is with us. We are not to be used (or to use
ourselves) for anything but for God. We are a people set-
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apart; we are vessels of the Lord’s house. We are not for the
devil's use, the world’s use, or our own use. We have been
made, chosen, and set apart for our Master’s use!

That is what is meant in this text by “sanctified.” We are
sanctified people, set apart for God's use, consecrated to
God, just as the vessels, the cups, the candlesticks, the
tables, and the altars of the sanctuary were sanctified unto
God and set apart for his service.

We are priests, sanctified to God, not because of any
personal holiness in ourselves. Some of those priests were
downright scoundrels; but they were priests nonetheless.
Hebrews 10 does not deal with the matter of our character. —
Hebrews 10 is talking about our position in the sight of God.
We are not perfect in character. — We are only perfect in
position.

We who are God's are sanctified, sanctified to offer
spiritual sacrifices unto God through Christ (1 Pet. 2:5). We
have no right to do anything else but serve God. Christ has
made us kings and priests unto God, a royal priesthood, a
people whose whole and only purpose in life is his service!

Hebrews 10:14
Perfection Accomplished

"For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are
sanctified." Hebrews 10:14

The Holy Spirit here declares that all who are God’s are a
people perfected, a people whose perfection is a done deal.
What does that mean?

When the golden vessels were brought into the temple or
into the sanctuary, they were sanctified the very first moment
that they were dedicated to God. No one dared to employ
them for anything but holy uses. But they were not perfect.
What did they need then, to make them perfect? They needed
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to have blood sprinkled on them; and, as soon as the blood
was sprinkled on them, those golden vessels were perfect
vessels, officially perfect. God accepted them as being holy
and perfect things, and they stood in his sight as instruments
of an acceptable worship.

The same was true regarding the Levites and the priests.
As soon as they were set apart to their office, as soon as they
were born, in fact, they were consecrated to God. They
belonged to God. They were his peculiar priesthood. But they
were not perfect until they had passed through divers
washings, and had the blood sprinkled upon them. Then God
looked upon them in their official priestly character as being
perfect before him.

They were not perfect in character. They were only perfect
officially; perfect in the sight of God; and they stood before
him to offer sacrifice as acceptably as if they had been pure
as Adam in Eden.

How does this refer to us, and what is the meaning of this
text, that “by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that
are sanctified?” The answer is found in Hebrews 9:6-7. --
“Now when these things were thus ordained, the priests went
always into the first tabernacle, accomplishing the service of
God. But into the second went the high priest alone once
every year, not without blood, which he offered for himself,
and for the errors of the people.”

The only way the high priest himself could come before
God and be accepted was by blood atonement. In the context
here, the Holy Spirit is telling us that we are made perfect (“It
shall be perfect to be accepted!”), by the blood of Christ,
made perfect before God himself, so perfect that we may
freely and boldly come to God by the blood of Christ with full
assurance that we are accepted (Heb. 10:22).

To be made perfect by Christ is to stand before God
Almighty himself accepted in the Beloved, accepted by blood!
-- The blood of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the
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world! -- The blood of the Lamb crucified at Calvary! -- The
blood of the Lamb sprinkled upon our hearts in saving grace.
This is our standing and our position in Christ. We enjoy it
now by faith in him. But, blessed be God, soon, this shall be
our experience. — “The Lord will perfect that which concerneth
me” (Ps. 138:7-8).

Hebrews 10:14
Perfection Promised — Perfection Done

Someone said, “The Old Testament is the New Testament
concealed and the New Testament is the Old Testament
revealed.” In the Old Testament believers anticipated that
which the Lord would do, believing his Word of promise. In
this New Testament age believers rejoice in that which the
Lord has done, believing his Word of grace. We have a
perfect example of this in Hebrews 10:14.

Read Psalm 138:7-8. There we see a believer in the Old
Testament speaking in confident faith about that which God
promised he would do. “Though | walk in the midst of trouble,
thou wilt revive me: thou shalt stretch forth thine hand against
the wrath of mine enemies, and thy right hand shall save me.
The Lord will perfect that which concerneth me: thy mercy, O
LORD, endureth for ever: forsake not the works of thine own
hands.”

Here, in Hebrews 10:14, we see a believer in this gospel
age looking back to the finished work of Christ and declaring
in the joy of confident faith what the Lord has done for him
and for all who are his. “By one offering he hath perfected for
ever them that are sanctified.”

In the Old Testament, the believer's faith rested on the
promise of God and the work of Christ as things unseen. His
heart yearned for God's salvation as an inheritance yet in
reserve. Today, we look upon the same thing, trust the same
Savior and the same work; but we possess God’s salvation as
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a thing accomplished. It is true, there is a very real sense in
which we yet look to the future, confidently hoping for God’s
salvation, because we have not yet experienced the fullness
of it. (Oh, what that will be!) Still, we do possess it how in
Christ. Christ has obtained eternal redemption for us by his
blood (Heb. 9:12); and we have obtained an eternal
inheritance in him (Eph. 1:11). Righteousness has been
brought in. Our great Savior has made an end of our
transgressions. These are not things we hope for, but facts.
They are things we now possess by faith in Christ. — “For by
one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are
sanctified.”

| have turned this text over, and over, and over in my mind,
and prayed about it, and looked into it, and have sought
illumination from the Holy Spirit for years. It is one of those
verses my mind keeps going back to virtually every day,
countless times in a day some days. | love to roll it around in
my soul like a good piece of candy in my mouth. It is one of
those texts | like to mull over. The more | think about it, the
bigger it gets. Every time | open one of its doors | see another.
Here the Holy Spirit declares that our Lord Jesus Christ has,
by his one offering for sin, perfected all God's elect and
perfected them forever.

Hebrews 10:15-18
Where is your evidence?

"Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence
of things not seen." Hebrews 10:15-18

Here the Spirit of God describes the remission of our sins
by covenant grace. These verses are quoted from Jeremiah
31:31-34, where the Lord our God described the covenant of
grace and promised its fulfillment in Christ. There are many
other things spoken of and promised in the covenant. But here
just three things are mentioned.
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Did | say, “Just three things™ These three things are
indescribably great. Eternity will be spent learning the
meaning of these three boons of God's amazing grace.
Meditate upon them. Roll them around in your heart and soul
until you are utterly amazed by the fact that God has done
these three things for you. If you are a believer, if you trust
Christ, these three, great covenant blessings are yours in
Christ

Regeneration

The God of all grace has put his law, his Gospel, his Word
into our hearts. He has written his law in our hearts with the
finger of his grace, causing us to love him, his will, his way,
and his Word. His commandments are no longer grievous to
us (1 John 5:3).

Forgiveness

The God of Glory says, concerning you and me, “Their sins
and iniquities will | remember no more.” Oh, my brother, my
sister, rejoice in this — There is forgiveness with our God! His
name declares it. His glory demands it. His Son came to
obtain it. All the prophets and apostles proclaim it. Multitudes
in heaven and earth have experienced it (Ps. 32:1-5; 103:1-5;
130:1-8). He who is our God is God who “delighteth in mercy!”

Satisfaction

“Where remission of these is, there is no more offering for
sin." Justice satisfied demands no more. The blood of Christ is
enough! God requires no more offering for sin. My conscience
requires no more offering for sin. There is no more offering for
sin. Why? Because Christ has put away our sins! Therefore,
condemnation is not a possibility (Rom. 8:1, 33-34). “Where
there is absolute remission, forgiveness and cancellation of
penalty, there is no longer any offering or sacrifice to be
made. If we are in Christ and redeemed by Christ, it is
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dishonoring to our Savior not to rest in his grace and his
atonement.” (Pastor Henry Mahan)

Hebrews 10:19-21
Reconciliation

"Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest
by the blood of Jesus, By a new and living way, which he hath
consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh;
And having an high priest over the house of God." Hebrews
10:19-21

We are all by nature enemies to God. Our hearts, by
nature, are enmity against God. But God has reconciled us to
himself in Christ. And in the new birth, he brings us into the
blessedness of that reconciliation. Reconciliation is what
Gospel preachers proclaim: — Reconciliation accomplished!

Twofold Work

Reconciliation is a twofold work of grace. Judicially, it was
accomplished at Calvary when Christ died as our Substitute.
God was in Christ reconciling the world of his elect unto
himself by blood atonement. When atonement was made,
reconciliation was done (Rom. 5:10-11; 2 Cor. 5:17-19).

Experimentally, God’s elect are reconciled to him by faith
in Christ. Though Christ put away our sins and justified us, we
were born “children of wrath, even as others.” Hating God, we
came forth from the womb as rebels against him, and lived as
such, until he conquered us by his grace, and reconciled us to
himself, granting us life and faith in his dear Son.

In Christ every believing sinner has full freedom and
confidence to enter the very presence of God in the name of
Christ, by the power and virtue of his blood (Heb. 4:14-16),
because he and God are at peace, by the work of God
himself. When our Savior died at Calvary the veil in the temple
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was rent in two, and the ceremonies and sacrifices were all
fulfilled and forever ended by Christ's effectual sacrifice in the
flesh (Gal. 5:1). Christ is our great, eternal High Priest. He is a
Priest upon a throne, the King-Priest, who rules and reigns by
virtue of his atonement, who is accepted and has absolute
authority! And we are forever, immutably accepted in him
(Eph. 1:6).

Gospel Persuasion

In preaching the gospel, God's servants speak as his
ambassadors to rebel sinners who deserve his wrath, and we
seek to persuade them to be reconciled to God (2 Cor. 5:11-
21). All who come to God by Christ, finding peace with God in
his dear Son, enjoy the blessedness of perfect, indestructible
reconciliation. Reconciled sinners stand before the holy Lord
God in Christ as new creatures. Their old record of sin has
been obliterated by the blood of Christ. A new record of
perfect righteousness (the righteousness of Christ) has been
written in heaven in their name. God himself has no quarrel
with believing sinners, because God found a way to both
punish our sins to the full satisfaction of justice and justify us
by his grace. “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who
knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God
in him.”

Hebrews 10:19-22
Reconciliation

"Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest
by the blood of Jesus, By a new and living way, which he hath
consecrated for us, through the vell, that is to say, his flesh;
And having an high priest over the house of God." Hebrews
10:19-22

When reading Holy Scripture, we sometimes pass over
small, familiar words and phrases, or statements of fact,
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without much thought. Personally, | must confess, | am far too
often guilty of reading over things in the Scriptures, when it
appears that the context is just moving from one thing to
another. We ought never do that with the Word of God. If we
do, we are sure to miss precious, exquisite pearls hidden in
what seem to be very common shells. Every word in this Book
is written by divine inspiration for a divine purpose, for our
comfort, instruction, and edification in the saving knowledge of
Christ.

In reading the Book of Hebrews, have you ever noticed
how often we are admonished to do something with the
words, “Let us”? These two, very familiar words are used
powerfully in this Epistle. Twelve times in these thirteen
chapters the apostle Paul calls us to action and inspires us to
do something of tremendous importance with these two words
(4:1, 11, 14, 16; 6:1; 10:22, 23, 24; 12:1, 28; 13:13, 15).

Three Responsibilities

In Hebrews 10:19-25 God the Holy Spirit uses these two
words, “Let wus,” to call us to three very important
responsibilities and privileges as God’'s saints in this world.
(1.) We must ever draw near to our God by faith in Christ (vv.
19-22). (2.) We must hold fast the profession of our faith (v.
23). And (3.) we must consider one another (vv. 24-25).

In these verses of Holy Scripture the apostle Paul is urging
us, as believers, to persevere in the faith. In the face of trials
and temptations, difficulties and dangers, heretics and
hecklers, we must persevere in the faith. It is written, “He that
endureth unto the end shall be saved.” It is not the person
who begins the race, but the one who finishes it that wins the
prize. If we would persevere in the faith, steadfast unto the
end, continually draw near to our God.
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Draw Near

“Let us draw near” to our God (vv. 19-22). -- "Let us draw near
with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts
sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed
with pure water" (v. 22).

This text does not stand alone. It is part of a sentence
which begins in verse 19. Believing on the Lord Jesus Christ,
sinners have free access to God almighty upon his glorious
throne, by Christ's precious blood. "Having therefore,
brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of
Jesus" (v. 19).

Through the merit and mediation of Christ, by faith in his
sin-atoning blood, you and | can now approach that God who
is “the blessed and only Potentate, the King of Kings and Lord
of lords, Who only hath immortality dwelling in light which no
man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can
see: to whom be honor and power everlasting” (1 Tim. 6:15-
16).

Brethren

Did you catch that sweet word “brethren” as you read verse
19?7 “Brethren” is a term of family oneness, spiritual unity,
common blessedness, and tender affection. As brethren, you
and | have this common privilege. We are here called to enter
into the holy presence of God with boldness by the blood of
Jesus, our one Savior, our only Savior, our common Savior,
our accepted Savior, our enthroned Savior.

The Holiest

The place we may enter with boldness is heaven itself, "the
holiest," referring to the holy of holies in the tabernacle, which
was the type of heavenly glory. This is the most holy place,
the place of God’s manifest majesty, glory, and presence, the
place of mercy. This is the place where our Father is, where
our Savior is, where our brethren are, where our Sacrifice is!
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Heaven was symbolically shut by the sin of man, when he
was driven out of the Garden of Eden. It was typically opened
by the entrance of the high priest into the holy of holies on the
Day of Atonement. But now, it really is open. “Behold, a Door
open in heaven!” That Door is Christ. He has in person
entered into it by his blood. He has opened the way for us. In
him and by him we may and do now "enter into the holiest by
the blood of Jesus!"

Here we come and present our prayers and praises to God
by Christ. Here we pour out our hearts to the Lord. Here we
find mercy, grace, and peace. And soon, we shall enter, like
our Lord himself, personally, all by his blood!

The Way

The way of entrance is "by the blood of Jesus." It is his blood,
which gives both entrance and boldness. By his blood sin is
removed, both from the sight of God and the conscience of
the believer; peace is made with God and spoken to our
hearts; pardon is procured; law and justice are satisfied and
no more to be feared. And by his blood the everlasting
covenant is ratified and confirmed.

A High Priest

We may approach God himself with boldness, drawing near to
him by faith, because we have a great High Priest sitting in his
presence, sitting with him on his throne, accepted forever! We
draw near to God in the holiest "by a new and living way,
which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to
say, his flesh; And having an high priest over the house of
God" (vv. 20-21; cf. 1 John 2:1-2)). Therefore, "Let us draw
near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies
washed with pure water" (v. 22).
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Hebrews 10:22-23
“A True Heart In Full Assurance”

“Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith,
having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our
bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the
profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that
promised).” Hebrews 10:22-23

Draw Near

Because we have such a great High Priest seated in heaven,
because his blood has been forever accepted upon the
mercy-seat, because he lives to make intercession for us, we
have every reason to come to God by him. Christ has opened
the way, Christ is the way, and every sinner who comes to
God by this way is welcome in the holiest! Let us therefore
draw near to God.

A True Heart

“With a true heart” — We come to God with our hearts, not with
mere bodily religious exercise, but in true godliness, with the
heart, with a new heart, one that is right with God, and is
single, sincere, is hearty in its desires, and upright in its ends.
Everything in the worship and service of our God must arise
from and be done with a true heart.

Full Assurance

“In full assurance of faith” — If we believe God, if we have faith
in and toward the triune God, if we trust the Lord Jesus Christ
alone for the whole of our acceptance with God, we may
come to him, being fully assured of our acceptance by the
blood, righteousness, and mediation of Christ. We cannot
draw near to God in any other way. God is seen by faith,
known by faith, honored by faith, and worshipped by faith in
Christ.
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“Blessed assurance! Jesus is mine!

Oh what a foretaste of glory divine!

Heir of salvation, I'm purchased of God,
Born of His Spirit, and washed in His blood!”

A Clear Conscience

“Having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience” -- Our
consciences are by nature evil, blind, perverse, corrupt, and
pronounce us guilty before God. Once the blood of Christ is
sprinkled on the conscience by the Spirit of God it is thereby
purged from dead works, cleansed from all sin, and granted
the blessed peace of full pardon and forgiveness upon the
ground of justice satisfied. It is this that gives the believing
sinner boldness to draw near to God.

Cleansed Life

“And our bodies washed with pure water” — This is not talking
about the water of baptism, but about the grace of God the
Holy Spirit, often compared to water in Scripture (John 7:37-
39). The body as well as the soul needs washing and
renewing. Grace in the heart cleanses the life and sanctifies
the whole man. “The allusion,” Gill tells us, “is to a custom of
the Jews, who were obliged to wash their bodies, and make
them clean, when they prayed, worshipped, and offered
sacrifice to God.”

Hold Fast

"Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering;
(for he is faithful that promised)” (v. 23).

Yes, we are kept in grace and kept in faith by the power of
God’s grace, the blood of Christ, and the seal of the Spirit. Did
he not hold us by his grace, we could not and would not hold
him; but true faith holds him and holds him fast. Faith holds
Christ to the end. He will not let us go; and we will not let him

go.
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Let us ever hold fast the doctrine of our profession, the
gospel of God’s grace and glory in Christ, our crucified, risen,
exalted Substitute, the Object of our profession. Here is our
encouragement to do so: -- “He is faithful that promised!” God
is faithful (Lam. 3:21-26).

Our faithful God has promised us eternal life and salvation
in Christ to all who seek him. Truly, his faithfulness is great!
His compassions never fail! His mercy, love and grace are
immutable. His gifts and callings are without repentance. He
will bring us safely home to heaven at last!

Hebrews 10:22-25
Matters of Responsibility

“Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith,
having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our
bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the
profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that
promised;) And let us consider one another to provoke unto
love and to good works: Not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting
one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day
approaching.” Hebrews 10:22-25

What great privileges of grace we enjoy in Christ! The
triune God has covenanted to save us! The Son of God has
redeemed us by his own precious blood! We are forgiven of
all sin, sanctified by the grace of God, and given permanent
access to and acceptance with the holy Lord God in Christ.
Being made the recipients of such grace by the power and
grace of God the Holy Spirit, by whose saving operations we
now believe, we are heirs of God and joint-heirs with Jesus
Christ. With such great privileges come great responsibilities.
Here the Spirit of God shows us some of our responsibilities
as God’'s people in this world. They are responsibilities
relating to ourselves, to our God, and to one another.
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Draw Near

Let us draw near to God (v. 22). Let us ever come to our God
in prayer and praise with honest, open and sincere hearts. He
will receive us, for our hearts have been sprinkled with the
blood of Christ and our bodies have been washed or purified
by his Spirit through the Word and by the power of his grace.

A true heart, wrote old John Trapp, is “a heart truly and
entirely given up to God, delighting to do his will, desirous
rather that God’s will be done than our own, that he may be
glorified though we be not gratified, acknowledging the
kingdom, power, and glory to be his alone.”

If our hearts are true, if we truly trust Christ alone for the
whole of our everlasting acceptance with God, we can and
shall come to him with “the full assurance of faith,” being
confident of acceptance with him because of Christ’s finished
work.

This assurance is altogether a matter of faith in Christ. It is
based entirely upon the work of redemption accomplished
outside our experience. Yet, it arises from the experience of
grace in our souls. It is the result of having our hearts
sprinkled from an evil conscience. We enjoy this blessed
assurance by having the witness of the blood of Christ in our
hearts (1 John 5:7-14), having our bodies washed with pure
water, that is to say, being born again by the Spirit of God.

Hold Fast

“Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering:
(for he is faithful that promised)” (v. 23). It is our responsibility
to continue steadfast in the faith of the gospel, because God
is faithful. We must allow nothing to turn us aside from Christ
(Phil. 3:4-14). Whatever the trial, the fear, the doubt, or the
trouble, let us believe God. “Faithful is he that calleth you, who
also will do it” (1 Thess. 5:24).
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Consider One Another

As we make our pilgrimage through this world of woe, let us
ever consider one another (v.24). Let us ever consider and be
considerate of one another, both as frail, fickle, sinful men and
women, and as brothers and sisters in Christ, companions in
the grace of God, companions in tribulation, and companions
in this hostile world. If we make it our business in life to love
one another and care for one another, we will have less time
to complain of being neglected. If we will each consider one
another, that will help to kindle and rekindle love and grace in
others.

Public Worship

Let us never forsake the assembly of God’'s saints in the
worship of our God (v. 25). This, too, is a matter of urgent,
pressing responsibility. It is the blessed duty and great
privilege of believers to meet together for worship, praise and
fellowship. We ought never take this for granted.

Our great God has appointed it, approves of it, is glorified
in it, and deserves to be worshipped. We need to be edified,
instructed, refreshed, and comforted. Others need to be
convinced, converted and brought to a knowledge of Christ. —
There are yet some sheep who must be called. This is the
place where our Lord has promised to meet with his people
(Matt. 18:20; Ps. 122:1-9; 133:1-3).

The assembly of God’'s saints for public worship, the
gathering of God’s people to hear his Word, seek his face,
and sing his praise is prominently set before us in the New
Testament as a matter of great privilege and great
responsibility. When God'’s saints come together in the name
of Christ, that assembly is “the house of God” (1 Tim. 3:15). It
is “the temple of God” (1 Cor. 3:16). It is a “habitation of God
through the Spirit” (Eph. 2:23). This is the place, the only
place, where the Lord God promises to meet with, speak to,
and instruct his people. Nothing is more important for the
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spiritual health and well-being of our souls than the assembly
of the saints for worship.

December 16, 2001

Will we ever learn that the plain statements of Holy
Scripture alone must be the basis of our faith and practice, not
the tortuous deductions of depraved minds, not the self-
promoting creeds of denominationalism, and not traditions of
the “church fathers.” It is the revealed will of God in Holy
Scripture that is and must be, our solitary rule in all things. All
our doctrine, all our ordinances of divine worship, and all our
judgment in all spiritual matters must arise from “thus saith the
Lord.” We dare not add or take away anything from the Book.

Hebrews 10:24-25
“Let Us Consider One Another”

"And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to
good works: Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves
together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one
another: and so much the more, as ye see the day
approaching.” Hebrews 10:24-25

“And let us consider one another.” — Brethren should
always be thoughtful and considerate of one another.

As Men

We are all but men, men and women of like passions and
infirmities. We should consider one another's weaknesses
and make allowance for them. We should consider one
another’s outward state and condition in the world, and try to
understand one another’s needs, and help each other.

As Believers

As saints, as believers, as men and women in Christ, we are
all partakers of the same grace, loved with the same love,
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conceived and brought forth in the womb of God’s eternal
electing grace, interested in the same covenant, redeemed by
the same blood, and have the same graces and privileges. --
We all have the same and an equal right to heaven and
eternal glory in Christ. — We all have one Spirit and the same
Spirit, the same grace of faith, the same righteousness, the
same fountain to wash in, the same fullness to partake of, the
same throne of grace to go to, and the same inheritance to
enjoy.

As Members

As church members, members of the same family and the
same body, may God grant us grace always to consider one
another in this light. Let us ever endeavor to provoke one
another to brotherly love, to stir it up because it is always apt
to wax cold. This is our Lord’s new commandment, the bond
of perfection, the evidence of regeneration, that which makes
the saints’ communion comfortable and delightful. Without this
brotherly love, a profession of faith is empty, meaningless,
and vain.

Let us provoke one another to good works, too. Good
works are works of grace, kindness, forgiveness, patience,
forbearance, and faithfulness. Good works are never set
before us in the New Testament as works of self-
righteousness and severity, but as works of mercy, love,
kindness, forbearance, and forgiveness. They are not works
by which we make ourselves righteous (or more righteous),
but works arising from righteousness. How can we fulfill this
admonition?

Not Forsaking

"And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to
good works: Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves
together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one
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another: and so much the more, as ye see the day
approaching.”

Believers are people who find great pleasure and
satisfaction in daily worship: in prayer, praise, and meditation.
Daily, private, personal worship is a characteristic of every
believer’s life. With the rising of the morning sun his heart is
lifted up to God. Every morning he directs his prayer to the
throne of grace and looks to his Lord with a heart of faith.
Every evening he gives thanks to God and lays his head upon
his pillow in the sweet rest of faith.

That is the way to begin and end every day! Blessed is the
man or woman who worships God in private. Let all who know
and trust the living God worship him daily. Let all who follow
Christ in the path of faith and obedience follow him also to the
solitary place of private prayer. | would do everything within
my power to promote and encourage private worship among
the saints of God. Let every priest of God offer the daily
sacrifices of prayer and praise to the Lord. But there is
something even more important than private worship.

Does that last statement surprise you? | know that most
people who are genuinely concerned for the glory of God and
the worship of God rank personal, private worship above all
things in the life of faith. But 1 am convinced that public
worship, if it is true worship, is even more important than
private worship.

An Example

David, the sweet singer of Israel, gave the highest possible
regard to the matter of public worship. Without neglecting
private worship, he said, “As for me, | will come into thy house
in the multitude of thy mercy: and in thy fear will I worship
toward thy holy temple” (Ps. 5:7).

He could not force others to worship God, and would not if
he could. “But,” he says, “as for me, | will come into thy
house.” That is to say, | will come into the place of public
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worship in the assembly of God's saints to worship the Lord
my God.

When he came into the place of worship with the saints of
God, David was determined truly to worship the Lord. He
says, “In thy fear will I worship toward thy holy temple.” David
was resolved in his heart, at every appointed time, to come
with God's saints into the place of public worship, so that he
might worship God in heaven, in the temple of his holiness.

Hebrews 10:24-27

Five Reasons Not To Abandon the Assembly Of The
Saints

In recent days, some have begun to call for believers to
abandon the worship of God in local churches, declaring that,
“the era of the church age has come to an end.” Throughout
the history of the church, men seeking to promote their own
cause and their own name rather than the cause and the
name of Christ have made such baseless statements.

Be assured, God has not quite yet finished using his
church. He says so (Eph. 3:20-21). Without question, those
who worship God must abandon all synagogues of Satan
where men and women are made drunk with the wine of
Babylon (Rev. 18:4). Those who follow Christ cannot and
must not give any credence to will worship (Col. 2:16-23). But
we will not abandon the worship of God in the assembly of his
saints so long as the world stands. Here are five reasons.

This is the place where God meets sinners in saving
mercy.

It is true that God uses personal witnessing, tracts, tapes,
books and other instruments of gospel instruction to call his
elect to life and faith in Christ, but generally God saves his
sheep in the congregations of his saints, when they are
gathered for worship (Acts 2:1,37-41). Sinners in need of
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mercy should seek mercy where mercy is always found in
great, overflowing abundance; and mercy is always found in
the house of God. God's saints know themselves to be
sinners in need of mercy; so they come, with all their needs,
to the house of mercy, seeking the Lord.

This is the place where our family gathers.

Every true local church is a family of believers. When the
church gathers for worship, it is the gathering of our family for
sweet and blessed fellowship in the gospel. Family members
need each other, comfort each other, and help each other,
because they love each other.

This is the place where the Lord Jesus Christ meets with
his people.

Our Savior has promised that, wherever his people gather in
his name, he will be with them (Matt. 18:20). To gather in
Christ's name is to gather by faith in his name, for the honor of
his name and to worship in his name. If only two or three
gather to worship the Son of God, he will meet with them. The
old man, Simeon, found God's salvation, the Lord Jesus
Christ, in the temple, the appointed place of public worship
(Luke 2:25-32); and if we would see Christ we must come with
his saints when they gather in the place of public worship.

This is the place where God deals with men.

Each local congregation of believers is the house and temple
of the living God (1 Cor. 3:16-17; 1 Tim. 3:15). No material
building is the house and temple of God; but the gathering,
the assembling of his saints in the name of Christ, to worship
him is! When redeemed sinners gather in Christ's name, God
the Holy Spirit makes the assembly his house. Such an
assembly is “a habitation of God through the Spirit” (Eph.
2:22). God reveals his glory, gives out his law, makes known
his will, bestows his blessings and instructs his people in his
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temple, his church. It is in this place that God speaks to men
by his Spirit through his Word.

In all ages the people of God have been known and
identified by their public gatherings for worship. Wherever
God has had a people in this world, he has had a
congregation to worship him. Sheep are always found in
flocks. The only sheep who are alone are either lost or sick.
And God's elect are sheep. No matter how few, they have
always gathered together in public worship. In the public
assembly they bear public, united testimony to the world of
their Savior's grace and glory. As an assembled body of
believers they strengthen, cheer, comfort, encourage, edify,
and help one another by prayer, praise, and the preaching of
the gospel.

From the beginning of the Bible to the end, there is a clear
line of succession in this matter of public worship. Cain and
Abel came to worship God in a public assembly. Noah's first
act after the flood was an act of public worship to celebrate
God's saving grace. Wherever the patriarchs pitched their
tents in days of old, they erected an altar for worship.
Throughout the Mosaic economy, the Jew who did not
worship God in the tabernacle or temple was cut off from the
congregation. Throughout the book of Acts, wherever God's
children were scattered by persecution, they soon gathered in
public assemblies for the worship of God.

Public worship is one identifying mark of true believers.
With David, every saved sinner is resolved to worship God,
saying, “As for me, | will come into thy house in the multitude
of thy mercy: and in thy fear will I worship toward thy holy
temple.” By this let everyone examine himself or herself.
Those who willingly and habitually absent themselves from
the worship of God do not know God. A person may be
outwardly faithful to the church of God who does not know
God, but no one is faithful to Christ who is not faithful in the
public assembly of his church for worship.
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The neglect of public worship is the first step towards
total apostasy (Heb. 10:23-31).

Seldom do men and women turn away from Christ and the
gospel of his grace suddenly. Usually the charms of the world
take men by degrees, gradually. Apostasy is usually so
gradual that those who forsake Christ do not even realize they
have forsaken him. How many there are who never attend, or
seldom attend, the worship of God, who yet foolishly presume
they are children of God! But their continued forsaking of the
assembly of God's saints is proof that they never really knew
the Lord Jesus Christ in saving faith (1 John 2:19). Those who
willfully neglect the assembly of God's saints for public
worship, though they know the truth of God, tread underfoot
the Son of God, count the blood of the covenant a useless
thing, and despise the Spirit of grace.

Hebrews 10:24-27
How Important is Public Worship?

“And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to
good works: Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves
together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one
another: and so much the more, as ye see the day
approaching. For if we sin wilfully after that we have received
the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice
for sins, But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery
indignation, which shall devour the adversaries.” Hebrews
10:24-27

David, a man after God’s own heart, declared, -- “As for
me, | will come into thy house in the multitude of thy mercy:
and in thy fear will | worship toward thy holy temple” (Ps. 5:7).
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The House of God

“I will come into thy house.” The house of God is the
congregation of the saints, wherever they gather in public
assembly to worship God. When we come into the assembly
of God’s saints, we come into the house and temple of the
living God (1 Cor. 3:16; 1 Tim. 3:15).

“I will come into thy house in the multitude of thy mercy.” It
is not enough merely to 'go to church'. We must come into the
house of God in faith, trusting the Lord's mercy. And there are
a multitude of mercies with God in Christ. Sinners need
mercy. We must come to the place of public worship as
sinners trusting God's abundant mercy in Christ. If we do not
come as sinners seeking mercy, we will not worship. But
sinners looking to Christ for mercy always find a multitude of
mercy in him (Luke 18:13-14). In him we find...

Everlasting, covenant mercy (Jer. 31:31-34)
Sin-atoning, redeeming mercy (Rom. 3:24-26)
Effectual, saving mercy (Micah 7:18-20)
Immutable, preserving mercy (Mal. 3:6)

e Dalily, providential mercy (Rom. 8:28)

Truly, “It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not
consumed, because his compassions fail not” (Lam. 3:22),
and every worshipper in God's house finds it to be so.

“And in thy fear will I worship toward thy holy temple.” We
must come to the house of God with reverence and godly fear
to worship him, that is, to see him, to hear him, to adore him,
to praise him and to obey him. This was David's resolve. May
it ever be yours and mine. May God give us grace to make
public worship our delight and truly to worship him in the
assembly of his saints.

Most Important

Public worship is the single most important aspect of the
believer's life. When David was banished from Jerusalem, the

286



Discovering Christ In Hebrews Don Fortner

place of public worship, he envied even the sparrows who
made their nests in the house of God. His heart longed not for
the throne, the riches, or the power that had been taken from
him, but for the assembly of God's saints in public worship.
When the blessed privilege of public worship was taken from
him for a short time, nothing was more important or precious
to God's child (Ps. 84:1-4).

The fact is, all who are born of God love the assembly of
God's saints in public worship and love the ministry of the
gospel. There are no exceptions. God's people will not
willingly absent themselves from the worship of God. It is true,
there are many who very strictly attend, and even love, the
outward service of public worship, who do not know the Lord.
Their outward worship is nothing but a show of hypocrisy, for
they never worship God in private. But anyone who willfully
neglects and despises the public assembly of the saints for
worship, also neglects and despises private worship. And
those who do not worship God do not know God.

Many people are very busy with all kinds of things. The
cares and pleasures of life in this world consume almost all
their time and attention. When it is convenient they attend
church, give God a little tip and sing, “Oh, how | love Jesus!”
But any time something more important comes up (a good
football game, a special television show, a visiting relative, or
a sick dog!), they absent themselves from the house of God
with little regret. They say to themselves, “I can always go to
church next week. The Lord knows my heart.” Of that much
you can be sure: the Lord does know our hearts, and he will
judge us accordingly!

Those who are truly God's people love the house of God
and the worship of God. They arrange their lives around the
worship of God. Nothing ever comes up, over which they have
control, to keep them from the house of God. They see to it
that when the saints of God gather for worship, they are
among them, unless their absence is genuinely unavoidable.
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Their faithfulness in the matter of public worship is much more
than a matter of duty. It is their delightful choice. Public
worship is the single most important aspect of their lives in
this world. Nothing is more important to the children of God in
this world than the public assembly of the saints for worship;
and that public assembly of the saints for worship is the local
church, the congregation of the Lord, the house of God.

Why do God's people place such importance upon the
public worship of the local church? Here are five reasons.

e This is the place where God meets sinners in
saving mercy.

e This is the place where our family gathers.

e This is the place where the Lord Jesus Christ meets
with his people.

e This is the place where God deals with men.

e The neglect of public worship is the first step
towards total apostasy.

Hebrews 10:24-29
Trampling Under Foot The Son of God

“Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be
thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God,
and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he
was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto
the Spirit of grace?” Hebrews 10:24-29

Those who willfully neglect the assembly of God's saints
for public worship, though they may mentally know the truth of
God, tread underfoot the Son of God, count the blood of the
covenant a useless thing and despise the Spirit of grace. Let’s
see if that is not what the Holy Spirit tells us in Hebrews
10:24-29.

This passage is pressing upon us the necessity of
perseverance in the faith, and the need for each of us, by

288



Discovering Christ In Hebrews Don Fortner

every means we can use, to encourage one another to “hold
fast the profession of our faith without wavering.” Look at the
admonition and warning here given by our God to all who
profess faith in his dear Son.

Consider One Another

“And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to
good works.” -- May God give us grace ever to consider one
another, to encourage and be encouraging to one another, for
Christ’s sake. If we devote ourselves to loving, caring for, and
serving others, we will have less time to feel sorry for
ourselves and complain about being neglected by others.
And, as we serve each other, we provoke others to love and
good works, kindling in them a desire to serve rather than be
served.

Not Forsaking

“Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together” — This is
talking about our regular gathering together unto Christ (1
Thess. 2:1), the act of meeting together in one place for the
worship of our God and Savior, by the ministry of the Word,
prayer and praise, and in observing ordinances of the gospel:
Believer's Baptism and The Lord’s Supper.

To "forsake" the assembling of God’'s saints in public
worship refers to willful neglect in attending the gathering of
God's saints. Many ramble from place to place, never really
committing themselves to the building of God’s church and
kingdom, but ever seeking personal gratification. This
abandoning of God’s church is an abandoning of God, the
gospel of his grace and the glory of his Son. It is apostasy,
departing from the faith, letting go our profession.

Privilege and Duty

It is both our highest privilege and greatest duty in this world
to assemble with God’'s saints for public worship. Our
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heavenly Father has appointed it and approves of it. His glory
is concerned in it. And his gospel is advanced by it. Both we
and our brethren need it, that we may be revived, refreshed,
comforted, instructed, edified, and enabled to grow in the
grace and knowledge of Christ. The unconverted need our
faithfulness in worship as well. We ought to maintain
the worship of God for their sake, as well as our own, that
they may be convinced of the gospel, converted by the grace
of God, and brought to the knowledge and faith of Christ.

John Gill wrote, This “assembling together ought not to be
forsaken; for it is a forsaking God, and our own mercies, and
such are like to be forsaken of God; nor is it known what is
lost hereby; and it is the first outward visible step to apostasy,
and often issues it in.”

The Manner of Some

“As the manner of some is.” — As in those early days, so in our
day, it is the practice of many who profess faith in Christ to
absent themselves from the house of God, showing by their
neglect an utter contempt for Christ, his church and the gospel
of the grace of God. | know that is strong language; but that is
the language of this passage.

Exhorting One Another

“But exhorting one another.” — Rather than abandoning one
another, let us exhort and encourage one another to prayer, to
attend the worship of God, to adhere to Christ, and the faith
we have professed. Let us ever encourage one another to
consider Christ and cling to him.

It is in this way that we most effectually serve, comfort and
edify one another. Here we share (in conversation, prayer,
preaching and praise) our experiences of grace, the doctrine
of Christ, and the things of God. Here, in the house of God,
we put one another in remembrance of God'’s faithfulness, his
promises, our responsibilities, and of our Lord’s coming. --
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“And so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.” --
Do you see the day approaching? -- The Day of Death? — The
Day of Christ’'s Advent? — The Day of Judgment?

Sinning Willfully

“For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the
knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for
sins.” -- When a person abandons Christ, when he abandons
the worship of God, when he abandons the gospel, he
abandons hope. Sinners have no hope but him! If we were to
leave him, we have nowhere else to go! (Read John 6:66-69.)
Those who abandon Christ abandon everything, except the
wrath of God. There is nothing left for the apostate, -- “But a
certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation,
which shall devour the adversaries.”

How important is the worship of God? It is just this
important. The worship of God displays faith in Christ, love for
Christ, devotion to Christ, and great need of Christ. The
forsaking of the assembly of God’'s saints displays contempt
for Christ (vv. 28-29).

Cling to Christ as a drowning man clings to the life rope.
With every apparent slip of our hands, let us grip more firmly
than ever, knowing all the while that we must be held by him if
we are to hold him. Yet hold him we must!

Hebrews 10:26-29
“We Are Not Of Them Who Draw Back”

There are many who begin the race, but never finish, -- many
who run well for a season, but in time fall by the wayside, --
many who, like Judas, Demas, and Diotrephes, seem to be
stalwart examples of faith and faithfulness, but at last deny the
faith, forsake Christ and his people, and make shipwreck of
their souls.
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These facts, so often illustrated in Holy Scripture and
verified by observation, cause great concern in the hearts of
men and women like us who struggle with sin. True believers
are often like the true apostles of our Lord. — On that night
when he announced that one of them would betray him, those
whose hearts were true quaked with fear, saying, “Lord, is it
[?”

After reading the warnings given to us in this tenth chapter
of Hebrews against such apostasy, when we read verse 39,
we have reason to shout with joy and thanksgiving to our God
who keeps us by grace. — “But we are not of them who draw
back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of
the soul.”

This last section of Hebrews 10 was written specifically to
encourage us in perseverance; and the source of
encouragement is the assurance that true believers shall
persevere unto the end. The righteous shall, indeed, hold on
his way. Christ’'s sheep shall “never perish.” Nothing shall be
able to separate us from the love of God in Christ. God'’s elect
shall persevere unto the end, because we shall be preserved
and kept unto the end by God’s almighty, immutable grace.

Apostasy and Willful Sin

Once again, we have here a word against apostasy. In verses
26 and 27, the apostle describes what apostasy is. This
description must be understood in its context. Here the Holy
Spirit clearly makes apostasy to be connected with the
forsaking of Christ, his gospel, his church, and the worship of
God in the assembly of his saints.

These verses are perverted by many in their attempts to
prove that true believers can be lost - that people who commit
sin after being saved by the grace of God are lost. That
heresy is so totally contrary to the Scriptures that it needs no
more refutation than the teaching of reincarnation. Yet, an
incorrect interpretation of this passage has caused great
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distress upon many genuine believers. The fact is, honest
hearts, burdened with a sense of inward sin, realize that all of
our acts of sin are, to one degree or another, willful acts.

This is what the text means. -- After a person has
embraced and professed the gospel of Christ (and particularly
the great truths revealed in this chapter: that the Lord Jesus
Christ is the only and all-sufficient High Priest of God'’s elect,
that his blood is our only effectual atonement, and that his
sacrifice is the end and fulfilment of all the types and
shadows of the law) -- and yet, against all evidences, light,
and revelation, willfully denies the sufficiency of Christ and the
efficacy of his sacrifice, there is no other sacrifice for sin; there
is no other Savior! There is no help for him, no hope for
him, but only a certain fearful judgment awaiting him
eternally. There is no going back to the Mosaic law, rituals
and ceremonies. So if anyone willfully turns from Christ, there
is no hope! (Acts 4:12; 1 Cor. 3:11).

The willful sin spoken of in verse 26 is the abandonment of
Christ, his gospel, his worship, and his people. It is going back
to the law, going back to works religion, -- going back to the
world.

That is exactly the way this apostasy is described in
verses 28-29. God gave the law to Israel by Moses. Anyone
who rejected God’'s law or set at naught the rules and
sacrifices of the law was put to death (Deut. 17:1-6). While the
tabernacle, temple, and ordinances of the law stood, they
were binding upon the people. If God poured his wrath upon
those who made light of the types, think how severe his
judgments shall be upon those who reject and make light of
the precious blood of his dear Son! A return to circumcision
and ceremony is turning away from Christ! It is bringing
contempt upon the Son of God and the gospel of God’s free
grace (Gal. 5:1-4; 4:21).

We must not shy away from the very strong words the
apostle was inspired to use in describing what this apostasy
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involves. -- It is treading under foot the Son of God. -- It is
counting the blood of the covenant, wherewith a person has
been outwardly sanctified (by the profession and practice of
religion), a unholy, common, ordinary, meaningless thing. -- It
is doing despite to the Spirit if grace.

Awaiting Judgment

Those who abandon Christ and the gospel of God’s grace and
glory in him never knew him. Nothing awaits them but wrath
and judgment (vv. 30-31). “They went out from us because
they were not of us.” Such people, those who choose will-
worship, circumcision, works and law in the stead of the
revealed Christ, have every reason to expect the wrath and
judgment of God to fall on them (Deut. 32:35-39). It is a fearful
thing to incur the wrath of the eternal and living God (John
3:36). Ask Noah’'s generation, the inhabitants of Sodom, or
the sons of Korah. -- “Be not high minded, but fear” (Romans
11:21-22; John 3:35-36).

Assurance

In verses 32-34, the Holy Spirit calls us to remembrance. To
encourage us in perseverance, to encourage us to go on in
faith, trusting Christ, even in the face of great temptation and
opposition, to hold to our confidence in him and not be
disturbed and discouraged by false prophets, ceremonialists,
and legalists (who would rob us of liberty in Christ and take us
away from the simplicity that is in him), Paul urges us to
remember the early days of faith when we endured mocking,
ridicule and affliction.

When you left the world to walk with Christ, the world did
not allow you to leave peacefully; but you knew that in heaven
you had a family, an inheritance and an everlasting glory,
even if you lost everything here. The people you lost for
Christ's sake are nothing compared to the family you have
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gained. The comforts, pleasures and fame of the world are
nothing but soap bubbles. The glory of heaven is eternal.

Hebrews 10:35-39
“We Have Need of Patience”

"Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great
recompense of reward. For ye have need of patience, that,
after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the
promise. For yet a little while, and he that shall come will
come, and will not tarry. Now the just shall live by faith: but if
any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him.
But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of
them that believe to the saving of the soul." Hebrews 10:35-39

Paul concludes this chapter with a comforting, assuring,
and challenging word of admonition. He urges us not to cast
away our confidence, our confidence in Christ, our confident
hope of everlasting salvation in him. He is telling us not to
take our eyes off Christ, to let nothing and no one come
between us and him. Trials will come upon us. Temptations
will assail us. Satan will roar against us. The world will allure
us. Those things are certain; but so is this: “The sufferings of
this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory
which shall be revealed in us” (Rom. 8:18).

Yes, there is, indeed, “a great recompense