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“According to the glorious Gospel of the blessed God,
which was committed to my trust.”
1 Timothy 1:11.

THIS verse occurs just after a long list of sins which the Apostle de-
clares to be contrary to sound doctrine, from which we gather that one
test of sound doctrine is its opposition to every form of sin. That doctrine
which in any way palliates sin may be popular, but is not sound doctrine.
Those who talk much of their soundness }‘tj)ut yet, by their lives, betray the
rottenness of their hearts, need far rather to be ashamed of their hypoc-
risy than to be proud of their orthodoxy.

The Apostle offers, in the verse before us, another standard by which to
test the doctrines which we hear. He tells us that sound doctrine is always
evangelical—“sound doctrine according to the glorious Gospel.” Any doc-
trine which sets up the will or the merit of man, any doctrine which exalts
priest-craft and ceremonies, any doctrine, in fact, which does not put sal-
vation upon the sole footing of free Grace, is unsound.

These two points are absolutely necessary in every teaching which pro-
fesses to come from God. It must commend and foster holiness of life and,
at the same time, it must, beyond all question, be a declaration of Divine
Grace and mercy through the Mediator. Our Apostle was, by the drift of
his letter, led incidentally to make mention of the Gospel. And then, in a
moment, taking to himself wings of fire, he mounts into a transport of
praise, and calls it “the glorious Gospel of the blessed God.” Such is his
mode of writing generally, that if he comes across a favorite thought, he is
away at a tangent from the subject that he was aiming, and does not re-
turn until his ardent spirit cools again!

In this case, before he was aware, his soul made him like the chariots
of Amminadab! His glowing heart poured forth the warmest eulogy upon
that hidden treasure, that pearl of immense price which he prizedg%eyond
all price and guarded with a sacred jealousy of care. I think I see the radi-
ant countenance of the Apostle of the Lord, as with flashing eyes he dic-
tates the words, “The glorious Gospel of the blessed God, which was
committed to my trust.”

Our subject affords us a fine ocean but our time is short, our boat is
small, and the atmosphere is so hot and heavy that scarcely a breath of
air is to be had, and therefore I will keep to one straightforward track and
not distract you with many topics. To otpen up the text in all its length and
breadth would be fit exercise for the loftiest intellect, but we must %e con-
tent with a few experimental and practical remarks, and may the Lord en-
able us to weave tﬁem into a heart-searching discourse.

I. In the first place, then, Paul praises the Gospel to the utmost by call-
ing it “the glorious Gospel of the blessed God.” HAVE WE EXPERIENCED
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2 The Glorious Gospel of the Blessed God Sermon #758
ITS EXCELLENCE? It is necessary to ask the question even in this con-
gregation, for even to great multitudes who attend our Houses of Prayer,
the Gospel is a dry, uninteresting subject. They hear the Word because it
is their duty. They sit in the pew because custom requires an outward re-
spect to religion—but they never dream of the Gospel having anything glo-
rious in it—anything that can stir the heart or make the pulse beat at a
faster rate. The sermon is slow, the service is dull, the whole affair is a
weariness to which nothing but propriety makes men submit.

Some people do their reﬁgion as a matter of necessity—as a horse drags
a wagon—but if that necessity of respectability did not exist they would be
as glad to escape from it as the horse is to leave the shafts and to miss the
rumbling of the wheels. It is necessary, then, to ask the question, and I
shall put it before you in three or four ways. Paul calls the sacred message
of mercy the Gospel. Has it been the Gospel to us?

The word is plain and I hardly need remind you that it means—“good
news.” Now, has the Gospel been “good news” to us? Has it ever been
“news” to you? “We have heard it so often,” says one, “that we cannot ex-
pect it to be news to us. We were trained by godly parents. We were taken
to Sunday school. We have learned the Gospel from our youth up—it can-
not be news to us.” Let me say to you, then, that you do not know the
Word of Reconciliation unless it has %een, and still is, news to you.

To every man who is ever saved by the Gospel, it comes as a piece of
news as novel, fresh, and startling as if he had never heard it before. The
letter may be old, but the inward meaning is as new as though the ink
were not yet dry in the pen of Revelation. I confess to have been tutored in
piety, put into my cradle by prayerful hands, and lulled to sleep by songs
concerning Jesus.

But after having heard the Gospel continually, precept upon precept,
here much and there much, yet when the Word of the Lord came to me
with power, it was as new as if I had lived amon% the unvisited tribes of
central Africa, and had never heard the tidings of the cleansing fountain
filled with blood from the Savior’s veins! The Gospel in its spirit and power
always wears the dew of its youth—it glitters with morning’s freshness—
its strength and its glory abide forever!

Ah, my dear Hearer, if you have ever felt your guilt, if you have been
burdened under a sense of it, if you have looked into your own heart to
find some good thing and been bitterly disappointed. If you have gone up
and down through the world to try this and that scheme of getting relief
and found them all fail you like dry wells in the desert which mock the
traveler—the Gospel will be a sweet piece of news to your heart that there
is here present salvation in the Savior! It is a most refreshing novelty to
hear the voice of Jesus say, “Come unto Me and rest.”

Though you have heard the invitation outwardly thousands of times,
yet Jesus’ own voice, when He speaks to your heart, will be as surprisingly
fresh to you as if these dumb walls should suddenly find a tongue and re-
veal the mysteries which have been hidden from the foundation of the
world. To every Believer the Gospel comes as news from the land beyond
the river—God’s mind revealed [I))y God’s Spirit to His chosen. It is good
news, too.

Now, has the Gospel ever been experimentally good to you, my Hearer?
Good in the best sense? Good emphatically? Goo§ without any mixture of
evil? The Gospel is just that to those who know it—is it so to you? Have
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you ever been deeply sensible of your overwhelming debt to the justice of
God and then gladly received the gracious information that your debts are
all discharged? Have you trembled beneath the thunder-charged cloud of
Jehovah’s wrath which was ready to pour forth its tempest upon you, and
have you heard the gentle voice of Mercy saying, “l have blotted out, as a
cloud, your transgressions, and, as a cloud, your sins”?

Have you ever known what it is to be fully absolved, to stand before
God without fear, accepted in the Beloved, received as a dear child, cov-
ered with the righteousness of Christ? If so, the Gospel has been “good,”
indeed, to you. Grasping it by the hand of faith and feeling the power of it
in your soul, you count it to be the best tidings that ever came from God
to man! I shall now ask you earnestly to answer my question as in the

1%ht of God. Let no man escape from this most vital enquiry! Has that

ich Paul calls the Gospel, proved itself to be Gospel to you?

Did it ever make your heart leap, just as some highly gratifying infor-
mation excites and charms you? Has it ever seemed to you an all-
important thing? If not, you know not what the Gospel means. O let my
anxious questions tenderly quicken you to be concerned about your soul’s
affairs and to seek unto the Lord Jesus for eternal life! Paul, having called
the message of mercy “the Gospel,” then adds an adjective—“the glorious
Gospel™—and a glorious Gospel it is for a thousand reasons! It is glorious
in its antiquity, for before the beams of the first morning drove away pri-
meval shades, this Gospel of our salvation was ordained in the mind of
the Eternal!

It is glorious because it is everlasting—when all things shall have
passed away as the hoarfrost of the morning dissolves before the rising
sun, this Gospel shall still exist in all its {)ower and Grace! It is glorious
because it reveals the glory of God more fully than all the universe beside.
Not all the innumerable worlds that God has ever fashioned, though they
speak to us in loftiest eloquence from their celestial spheres, can proclaim
to us the Character of our heavenly Father as the Gospel does. “The heav-
ens are telling the glory of God!”

But the Gospel which tells of Jesus has a sweeter and a clearer speech!
The Ipoet talks of the great and wide sea where the almighty form mirrors
itself in tempest. So, indeed, the finger of God may mirror itself, but a
thousand oceans could not mirror the Infinite Himself—the Gospel of Je-
sus Christ is the only molten lookingglass in which Jehovah can be seen!
In Jesus we see not only God’s train, such as Moses saw when he beheld
the skirts of Jehovah’s robe in the cleft of the rock, but the whole of God
is revealed in the Gospel of Jesus so that our Lord could say, “He that has
seen Me, has seen the Father.”

If the Lord is glorious in holiness, the Gospel reveals Him. Is His right
hand glorious in power? So the Gospel speaks of Him. Is the Lord the God
of love? Is not this the genius of the Gospel? The Gospel is glorious be-
cause every attribute of Deity is manifested in it with unrivalled splendor.
But I desire to come home to your consciences by asking, Is the Gospel to
%ou a glorious Gospel? Beloved Friends, we may know our state very much

y what answer we shall give to that question.

The Gospel, seen with these eyes and heard with these external ears,
will be like the Lord Himself, “A root out of a dry ground, having no form
nor comeliness.” But the Gospel understood by the renewed heart, will be

si
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4 The Glorious Gospel of the Blessed God Sermon #758
quite a different thing. Oh, it will be a glorious Gospel, indeed, if you are
raised up in newness of life to enjoy the blessings which it brings to you!

So, I beseech you, answer the question! And to help you, let me remind
the people of God how glorious the Gospel has been to them. Do you re-
member the day when the Gospel carried your heart by storm? Can you
ever forget when the great battering ram of the Truth of God began to beat
against the gates of Mansoul? Do you remember how you strengthened
the posts and bars, and stood out against the Gospel, resolving not to
yield? You were at times compelled to weep under impressions, but you
wiped away your transient tears—your emotion was “as the morning
cloud, and as the early dew.”

But eternal Love would not relinquish its gracious assaults, for it was
determined to save. Providence ang Grace together besieged the city of
your soul and brought Divine artillery to bear upon it. You were straight-
away shut up till—as it was with Samaria, so it was with you—there was a
great famine in your soul. Do you remember how, Sunday after Sunday
every sermon was a fresh assault from the hosts of Heaven—a new blow
from the celestial battering ram?

How often, when the gates of your prejudice were dashed to shivers, did
you set up fresh barricades! Your heart trembled beneath the terrible
strokes of justice, but, by the help of Satan, your depraved heart managed
to secure the gates a little longer with iron clamps of pride, and bronze
bars of insensibility—till at last, one blessed day—do you remember it?—
one blessed day the Gospel battering ram gave the effectual blow of Divine
Grace, the gates flew wide open, and in rode the Prince of Peace, Imman-
uel, like a conqueror, riding in the chariots of salvation!

Our will was subdued, our affections were overcome, our whole soul
was brought into subjection to the sway of Mercy. Jesus was glorious in
our eyes that day, “the chief among ten thousand, and the altogether
lovely.” That day of days we have registered upon the tablets of our heart!
It was the true coronation day of Jesus in us, and our birthday for eter-
nity!

When our glorious Lord entered into our souls wearing His vesture
dipped in blood, pardoning and blessing in the plenitude of His Grace,
then the bells of our heart rang merry peals! The streamers of our joy
floated in the fragrant air! The streets of our soul were strewn with roses!
The fountains of our love ran with rich red wine, and our soul was as full
of bliss as a heart could be this side of Heaven! For salvation had come to
our house, and Mercy’s ring had deigned to visit us!

Oh, the sweet perfume of the spikenard, when, for the first time, the
King sat at our table to sup with us! How the savor of His Presence filled
every chamber of our inner man! That day when Grace redeemed us from
our fears, the Gospel was a glorious Gospel, indeed! Ah, dear Hearer, you
stood in the crowded aisle to hear the sermon, but you did not grow
weary! The lips of the preacher refreshed you, for the Truth of God
dropped like sweet smelling myrrh. You could have gone over hedge and
ditch to hear the Gospel at that season of first love! No matter how
roughly it might have been served up by the preacher, you rolled the
bread of Heaven under your tongue as a sweet morsel, for it was the Gos-
pel of your salvation!

Christian, I will refresh your memory further. Do not forget the after
conquests of that Gospel. If you have made any advance in the Divine life,
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it has been by the power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ applied by the
Holy Spirit. We make mistakes sometimes, for, having begun in the Spirit
we hope to be made perfect in the flesh. I mean that frequently we try to
battle with our inbred sins by smiting them with legal reasoning. No Be-
liever ever conquered sin by being afraid of the punishment of it—this is a
weapon fit only for sons of the bondwoman.

It is the blood of Jesus which is the conquering weapon in the holy war
against natural corruption. “They overcame by the blood of the Lamb.”
Knowing that I am dead to sin and risen with Christ, it is in the power of
resurrection life that I wrestle against the old man and overcome him. Be-
loved, remember that you are always weak when you get away from the
Cross. Remember that it is only as a sinner saved by blood that you can
hope to make any advance in sanctification. Do not attempt to flog your-
self into Divine Grace—the new life must not be touched with the whip of
bonda I%e Go to the Cross for motive and energy as to holiness.

Look to Jesus in the Gospel as you did in the beginning of your new
life. Know yourself to be saved in Him and then go forth to battle tempta-
tion with tge Gospel as the standard of your lifelong warfare. If any of you
have tried to make war with sin apart from the Captain of your salvation,
you have either been wounded to your hurt already, or you will be. But if
Judah’s Lion shall go up before you, and you follow with the Gospel as
%Iour war cry, your victory is sure and you shall have another wreath to
ay at the feet of Jesus and His glorious Gospel!

Beloved let me say that all true saints have found it to be a glorious
Gospel from its comforting us in our darkest hours. We are not without
our troubles, for which we should be grateful—they are flinty rocks which
flow with oil. The roots of our soul might take too firm a hold upon this
poor clay soil if they were not toughened by affliction. This is not our rest.
It is polluted and our sorrows are useful because they remind us of this.

But what has such power to calm the troubled spirit as the Gospel? Go
to the Lord Jesus, you daughters of griefl Know and understand once
more your union with Him, and your acceptance in Him, and you will re-
pine no more! You will bow your shoulder and cheerfully take u your
cross when you have found out in your hour of need that the Gospel has a
glorious power to sustain those who are ready to sink.

Did you ever perceive the glory of the Gospel in its power to resist the
attacks of the great enemy? The soul has been beleaguered by a thousand
temptations. Satan has howled, and all the fiends of Hell have joined in
horrible chorus, and your own poor distracted thoughts have sa1 , “I shall
perish notwithstanding all my high enjoyments and confidence.” Have you
never gathered, as John Bunyan would picture it, all your forces to the

of the wall to sling the great stones against the enemy? Have you not
fe t that the castle would be taken, till, as a last resort, you ran up the
blood-red flag of the Cross, seized the sword of the Spirit, and went to the
ramﬁart determined to hold the wall against the enemy?
en when the scaling ladder touched the wall and the foe leaped on
the bulwarks, you dashed him down again, in the name of Jesus by the
power of the Cross, and as often as he came up, so often did you hurl him
down again, always overcoming in the power of the Gospel! You kept your
ground against temptation from without, and corruption from within by
the energy which the Gospel of Jesus Christ alone could give you!
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6 The Glorious Gospel of the Blessed God Sermon #758

One point may help us to see the glory of the Gospel, namely, that it
has saved us from tremendous ills. The ills which are to come upon the
unbeliever—who shall describe them? If a spirit could cross the bridgeless
%ulf which parts us from the land of darkness and the shadow of death, if

e could tell us what are the pangs unutterable which are endured b
guilty souls, then might we say, “Glorious, indeed, is that Gospel whic
can lift us from the gates of Hell, and preserve us from going down to the
pit.”

Think, my Brothers and Sisters, of what the joys are for which the Gos-
pel is preparing us! It is by the Holy Spirit, through the preaching of the
Word, that we are ripening for those joys which “eye has not seen,” and
which “ear has not heard.” Meetness for Heaven will not come to us by the
Law, but by the Gospel. Not so much as one of the celestials came there
by the deeds of the flesh, but altogether by the Sovereign Grace of God re-
vealed to them in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. A glorious Gospel it is, for it
brings its disciples to Glory!

Let me ask you whether it is glorious to you at this hour? I think I can
say it is to me. I wish it were in my power to make it more glorious in my
ministry, but it is glorious to my own heart. After some years of experience
the Christian comes to know better than he did at first how much the
Gospel suits him. He finds that its simplicity suits his bewilderment. Its
Grace suits his sinfulness. Its power is suitable to his weakness. Its com-
fort is suitable to his despondency. And the older he grows the more he
loves the Gospel of the Grace of God. Give it up? Ah, never! We will hold
Christ the more firmly because men despise Him. To whom or where
should we go if we should turn aside from our Lord Jesus?

Now, dear Hearers, before I leave this point, | want to put it to you
again with much loving solicitude. Is the Gospel glorious to you? Remem-
ber, if it is not, there can be no hope for you. There is no way of salvation
except by the good news that, “Jesus Christ came into the world to save
sinners.” And if that news should sound in your ears as a dry, dull thing,
rest assured you are not on the way to Heaven, for the Gospel to every
savg)d soul is sweeter than the sound of the best earthly music. Is it so to

ous
d God is pleased today to put up before your eyes the white flag of mercy,
calling you to come to Jesus and live. But remember, if you do not yield to
it He will run up the red flag of threatening, and then the black flag of
execution will not be far offl Perhaps some of you have been suffering un-
der bodily disease—take that as a warning. When our vessels of war
would stop a susgicious vessel, they fire a shot over her bow as a warning.
If she does not haul to, perhaps they give another. And if no notice is
taken of this, the gunners go to their business in real earnest, and woe to
the offender! Your affliction is the Gospel’s warning gun. Pause awhile, I
besegch you. Ask the Lord in mercy to look upon you that you may be
saved!

As I think upon some of you here who are not saved, I feel something
like the boy I read of yesterday in the newspapers. Last week there were
two lads on the great rocks of Lundy Island, in the Bristol Channel, look-
ing for seaﬁull eggs. One of them went far down the cliff and lost his foot-
ing, and when his brother, hearing a faint voice, looked down, he saw him
clinging to a jutting crag and striving in vain to find a place for his feet.
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There stood the anxious brother, alarmed and paralyzed with dread,
quite unable to help the younger one in so much peril below—who soon
relaxed his hold and was dashed to pieces far beneath. I feel somewhat
like that alarmed brother. Only there is this happy difference—I can hope
for you, and bid you hope for yourselves! You are clinging now, perhaps,
to some false hope and striving to find a rest where rest is not to be found.
But the strong-winged Angel of the everlasting Gospel is just underneath
you this morning, crying, “Drop now! Simply drop into My arms. [ will
take you and bear you aloft in safety.” That angel is the Angel of the
Covenant, the Lord Jesus Christ. You must be dashed to pieces forever
unless you rest in Him! Cast tyourself upon Him, I pray you, and then, as
you are carried in safety far off from every fear, you will magnify the Grace
of God and extol the glorious Gospel!

I must leave that point and observe that Paul recognized the Gospel as
being the Gospel of God. Here arises another enquiry by which we may
know whether we are saved or not. Has the Gospel been the Gospel of God
to you, my Friends? It is easy to receive the Gospel as the Gospel of “my
minister.” | am afraid there is a good deal of that sort of thing among us.
We have great faith in our religious teachers, and very properly so, if we
have received benefit from them.

But if the Gospel only comes to us as the Gospel of such-and-such a
preacher, it will not save us! It must come distinctly and directly as God’s
Gospel, and we must receive it as such. It is in solemn silence of the mind
our Erivilege to hear the voice of God speaking to us and to receive the
Truth of God in the love of it as coming with Divine authority directly from
God. Remember that all religion which is not the work of the Holy Spirit in
the heart will have to be unraveled, let it be woven ever so cunningly.

We may build, as our little children do, on the seashore, our sand
houses, and we may pile them up very quickly, too. And we may be very
pleased with them—but they will all come down as the tide of time ad-
vances! Only that which God the Holy Spirit builds upon the foundation of
Christ’s finished work will stand the test of time and eternity. How is it
with you? If the Spirit of Christ is not in you, you are dead.

If the Gospel, itself, should come to you in a sort of power, but only be-
cause of the pathos of the preacher, or the eloquent manner of his
speech—it has not brought eternal life to you! If the Gospel is, indeed, the
Gospel of God to us, it will exalt God in our estimation. The Father we
shall love and adore, having chosen us to eternal life. The Son we shall
love with warmest affection, having redeemed us with His precious blood.
The Holy Spirit we shall constantly reverence, and we shall cherish Him
as dwelling a welcome guest within these bodies of ours.

By this we may tell whether we have received the Truth of God, by its
bringing us consciously into connection with God. Does God dwell in you,
my Hearer? If not, you will not dwell where God is. You must know the
Holy Spirit—not as an influence to be poured out as some pray—but as
dwelling within you, resting in your heart. I put that as a very important
question, but I will not pause over it, for I have to close our first head by
noticing that the Gospel was to Paul the “Gospel of the blessed God.” I be-
lieve William Knibb used to read this passage, “The Gospel of the happy
God,” and it was not a mistake—it is the very gist of the matter.

“The Gospel of the happy God.” Have you ever considered how happy
God must be? How supremely happy? No care, no sorrow can ever pass
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across His infinite mind! He is serenely blessed evermore. Now, when a
man is miserable, and of a miserable turn of mind, he as naturally makes
people miserable as a foul fountain pours out foul water. But when a good
man is superlatively happy, he imparts happiness. A happy face attracts
many of us, and a happy temperament, a quiet mind, a serene disposi-
tion—why, a man who Iflas these—inevitably tries to make others happy!

And it is, I suppose, because God is infinitely happy that He delights in
the happiness of His creatures. The fabled gods of the heathen were vexed
with all sorts of ambition, longing, and craving which they could not grat-
ify, or which, when gratified, only made them crave more. Consequently
they are pictured as revengeful and cruel, delighting in the miseries of
men. But our God is so perfectly blessed that He has no motive for caus-
ing needless sorrow to His creatures! He has all perfection within Himself,
and, consequently He delights to make us happy.

How much satisfaction does God find in the happiness of creatures that
are devoid of intellect? You may have seen, sometimes, when the sea is
going down, a little fringe at the edge of the wave which looks like mist.
But if you were to examine it carefully, you would find that there were
countless multitudes of very tiny shrimp, all leaping up and casting them-
selves into all manner of forms of intense delight! Look again at the gnats,
as you walk in your gardens in the summer’s evenings—how they dance
up and down—these little mirthful beings are all exhibiting to us the per-
fect ‘?lessedness that God would have to be manifested by all His crea-
tures!

He would have His people supremely blest. He would have every vessel
of mercy full to the brim with the oil of joy. And the way to make us so is
to give us the Gospel!l The Gospel is sent, to use our Savior’s words, “that
His joy may be in us, and that our joy may be full.” We enjoy Heaven upon
earth as we sit at the feast of fat things on earth. Just imagine what will
be our glory when the Gospel of the blessed God shall have turned out all
our sin! When we shall swim in the Gospel as the fish swims in the sea!
When the Gospel shall become our element in the next world! Oh, the
happiness of the creatures that are full of the Gospel spirit before the
Throne of God!

Dear Hearer, did the Gospel ever come to you in that shape? I am afraid
that to most people the Gospel is a bondage because they do not know it
in very deed. I am afraid that to many, Gospel emotion is a sort of
spasm—they are satisfied with the Truth of God sometimes, but at other
times, when they feel they must have a treat, they go into the world for it.
Where you get your treats, there your heart is! Whatever it is that gives
you the most happiness, that is the master of your spirit. The Christian

feels that he can sing with old Mason—
“I need not go abroad for joys,
I have a feast at home.
My sighs are tamed into songs,
My heart has ceased to roam.
Down from above the blessed Dove
Is come into my breast,
To witness God’s eternal love,
And give my spirit rest.
My God, I’ll praise You while I live,
And praise You when I die;
And praise You when I rise again,
And to eternity.”
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Sermon #758 The Glorious Gospel of the Blessed God 9

The religion of the genuine Christian is calculated to impart perfect de-
light. The truly regenerated man desires to have more and more of it so
that his soul may be baptized in heavenly joy. “The Gospel of the happy
God,” also means the Gospel of the God whom we must bless in return. As
being happy, He makes us happy. So we, being happy, desire to ascribe to
Him all the glory of our happiness.

Now, is the Gospel to you, my dear young Friend over there, the Gospel
of a God whom you bless with all your heart because He has sent it to
you, and made you willing to receive it? If so, you are saved. But if now no
emotions of sincere gratitude stir the depths of your soul, then the Gospel
has been to you no more than a sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal.

II. The Apostle says, “The glorious Gospel of the blessed God, which is
committed to my trust.” DO YOU RECOGNIZE YOUR RESPONSIBILITY?
Paul speaks not here of himself, alone. He might have said, “which is
committed to the trust of every Believer in Christ.” The Gospel is a price-
less treasure and the Believers are the bankers of it. It is committed to our
trust as men commit business to their agents.

First, we are bound to believe it all. Take heed of receiving a divided
and maimed Gospel! It has been said that “only half the truth is a lie” and
so it is. Most of the ill reports which distress the world have truth at the
foundation of them, but they become false through the exaggeration of
one part and the omission of the next. It should be the duty of every
enlightened Christian to labor to master the whole compass of Truth so
far as possible.

I suppose none but the Infinite mind can know all the lengths and
breadths of the Truth of God, but still we should not be warped by educa-
tion, nor be kept from receiving it by prejudice. We should strive against
all partiality. And it should be, whenever we open this Book, one of our
prayers, “Open my eyes that I may behold wondrous things out of Your
Law.” We must pray to have a mind like molten metal, ready to be run
into the mold of the Truth. To have a soul like the photographer’s sensi-
tive 1;;late, ready to receive the light-writing of God at once, so that His
Truth may be there in its entirety.

We must plead with the Holy Spirit for Grace to be willing to give up the
most cherished dogma, the most flesh-pleasing form of teaching when we
find it to be contrary to Scripture. To sit at Jesus’ feet and learn of Him is
the life-business of the Christian in this house of his pilgrimage. The Gos-
Eel is, in this sense, committed to our trust for we are to lay it up in our

earts. But someone demands, “How am [ to know which is the Gospel?”
You may know it by searching the Scriptures. “But one sect says this, and
another sect says the reverse!”

What have you to do with the sects? Read the Book of God for yourself!
“But some men do read it and arrive at one opinion, and some maintain
the opposite, and thus they contradict themselves, and yet are equally
right.” Who told you that? That is impossible! Men cannot Tv)e equally right
when they contradict each other! There is a Truth of God and there is a
falsehood. If yes is true, no is false. It may be true that good men have
held different opinions. But are you responsible for what they may have
held, or are you to gather that because they were good, personally, there-
fore everything they believed was true?

No! This Book is plain enough. It is no nose of wax that everybody may
shape to what form he likes. There is something taught here plainly and
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positively, and if a man will but give his mind to it, by God’s Grace he may
find it out. I do not believe that this Book is so dark and mysterious as
some suppose. And even if it is, the Holy Spirit who wrote it still lives, and
the Author always knows His own meaning—you have only to go to Him in
prayer, and He will tell you what it means.

You will not become infallible! I trust you will not think yourself to be
so, but you will learn doctrines which are infallibly true, and upon which
you may put down your foot and say, “Now I know this, and am not to be
duped out of it.” It is a grand thing to have the Truth of God burnt into
you, as with a hot iron, so that there is no getting it out of you.

The priest, when he took away the Testament from the boy, thought he
had done the work. “But,” said the boy, “Sir, what will you do with the 26
chapters which I learned by heart? You cannot take them away.” Yet
memory might fail, and, as the lad grew into an old man, he might forget
the 26 chapters. But suppose they changed his heart and made him a
new creature in Christ—tgere would be no getting that away—even though
Satan himself should attempt the task! Seek to carry out the sacred trust
committed to you by believing it, and believing it all. Search the Word to
find out what the Gospel is, and endeavor to receive it into your inmost
heart that it may be in your heart’s core forever.

Next, as good stewards we must maintain the cause of Truth against all
comers. “Never get into religious controversies,” says one. That is to say,
being interpreted, be a Christian soldier but let your sword rust in its
scabbard and sneak into Heaven like a coward! Such advice I cannot en-
dorse! If God has called you by His Truth, maintain the Truth which has
been the means of your salvation. We are not to be pugnacious—always
contending for every notion of our own—but where we have learned the
Truth of the Holy Spirit, we are not tamely to see that standard torn down
which our fathers upheld at peril of their blood.

This is an age in which the Truth of God must be maintained zealously,
vehemently, continually. Playing fast and loose as many do, believing this
today and that tomorrow, is the sure mark of children of wrath. And hav-
ing received the Truth, to hold fast to the very form of it, as Paul bids
Timothy to do, is one of the duties of heirs of Heaven. Stand fast for Truth,
and may God give the victory to the faithful. We must believe the Gospel
and maintain it, for it is committed to our trust.

It seems to me, however, that the most of us may best fulfill our re-
sponsibility to the Gospel by adorning it in our lives, Men give jewels to
those whom they love, and so, if we love the Gospel, let our virtues be the
jewels which shall display our love. A servant girl may adorn the Gospel.
She goes to a place of worship and perhaps her irreligious mistress may
object to her going. I remember Mr. Jay telling a story of such a case,
where the master and mistress had forbidden the girl to attend a Dissent-
ing place of worship.

She pleaded very hard, and at last determined to leave the house. The
master said to his wife, “Well, you see our servant is a very excellent ser-
vant. We never had such an industrious girl as she is. Everything in the
house is kept so orderly, and she is so obedient, and so on. Now, she does
not interfere with our consciences, it is a pity we should interfere with
hers. Wherever she goes, it certainly does her no hurt—why not let her
go?” In the next conversation the wife said, “I really think, Husband, that
our servant gets so much good where she goes, that we had better go and
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hear for ourselves.” And they were soon members of the very same
Church which they had thought so lightly of at the first!

Now we can each of us, in our station, do that. We are not all called to
preach in these boxes called pulpits, but we may preach more conven-
iently and much more powerfully behind the counter or in the drawing
room, or in the parlor, or in the field, or wherever else Providence may
have {)Iaced us. Let us endeavor to make men mark what kind of Gospel
we believe. Only a few weeks ago a missionary in China took his gun to go
ulp one of the rivers of the interior to shoot wild ducks, and, as he went
along in the boat he shot at some ducks, and down they fell.

Unfortunately they did not happen to be wild fowl, but tame ducks be-
longing to some of the neighbors. The owner was miles away but the boat
was drawn up to the side of the river and the missionary went about,
carefully endeavoring to find out the owner of the ducks, for he could not
rest until he had paid for the damage he had ignorantly done. The owner
was much surprised. He had been so accustomed to having people shoot
his ducks and never saying a word about it that he could not understand
the honesty of the man of God.

And he told others until crowds of Chinese gathered round and stared
at the missionary as if he had dropped from the moon—a man so ex-
tremely honest as not to be willing to take away ducks when he had killed
them! They listened to the Gospel with attention and observed that the
teaching must be good which made people so conscientious as the mis-
sionary had been. I should not wonder but what that little incident did
more for the Gospel than the preaching of twenty sermons might have
done without it! So let it be with us! Let us so act in every position that we
shall adorn the Gospel which is committed to our trust.

Lastly, it is committed to our trust, if we have received it, that we ma
spread it—spread it personally by telling it abroad. If more could preac
the Gospel it would be well. We have in all our congregations young men
who are hard at work—at this very moment I do not doubt but what we
have a hundred preaching in the street—perhaps more. But I have some-
times regretted tgat so few of the wealthier men enter into such labor. We
could wish to see the men of ten talents preaching—the men of large abili-
ties consecrating themselves to Christ.

Many of our young members are more useful at literary institutions
than in the Church. Other useful occupations are all very well in their
way, but I wish we could get the strength of our men spent more in the
preaching of the Gospel. The first business of a Christian is his Christian-
ity. All the rest, his patriotism even, must be kept subservient to that, for
Heaven is more his country than England is, and Jesus Christ is rather
his King than any of the kings of earth. “Seek you first the kingdom of
God and His righteousness.”

I would ask young men now present, who love the Lord, whether they
really are doing for the cause of God what they ought to do. Whether they
could not do something more by way of making manifest in every place
the savor of Jesus Christ’s name. My Sisters, your voices are exceedingly
sweet, but we like to hear them better anywhere than from a pulpit. But
still you have your sphere—do you occupy it for Christ? The Christian
woman’s first call is to serve Jesus in the family. Next to that to serve
Christ in her neighborhood. Are you doing so? The “glorious Gospel of the
blessed God” is as much committed to your trust, Christian woman, as if

Volume 13 WWW.SpUrgeongems.org 11



12 The Glorious Gospel of the Blessed God Sermon #758
there were not another Christian under Heaven—how would it fare if it
were so? If all other Christians died, would you have done by the Gospel
what it might demand of you? All the zeal and industry of 10,000 others
cannot touch your personal responsibility as a Christian.

I have to ask you, this morning, to help me to spread the glorious Gos-
pel. Some years ago, having done my utmost to preach the Word with my
own moutg, I found that running up and down throughout the country
preaching 10 or 12 times a week, | was still able to do but very little. I
thought if I found other tongues and set them talking, found other brains
and set them thinking, I might, perhaps, do more for the cause of my
blessed Master. One young man was thrown in my way who was educated
for me by an esteemed brother for the Christian ministry. And when he
was greatly owned of God as preacher, the desire to assist students grew
within my heart,

The Pastor’s College, for which I ask your contributions this morning,
has grown to be a power for good. We have had for some successive years
between 80 and 90 Brothers in training for the ministry. The whole of the
suplport for them is found by the gifts of God’s people which they volun-
tari %7 send, without being waited upon by any collector, or asked for an-
nual subscriptions. I have nothing to depend upon but the Providence of
God which directs the generosity of His people. Sometimes my funds run
rather short, but never so short that I am really in need, for when the
treasury is scantily furnished, we call the young men together and pray
about it, and many a time we have had as distinct answers to prayer as
though God had stretched his hand out of Heaven to give the needed
money!

Some 5,000 pounds a year are spent in this way, which God always
sends when it is needed. We have built several places of worship. We have
formed and founded several fresh Churches. We have evangelized the
darkest districts of London and the country—and our men are now to be
found in Australia, on the rock of St. Helena, in Southern Africa, in Amer-
ica—and all quarters of the earth. God has been pleased to bless them
and has given them souls for their hire, and we shall be glad if you feel
moved to give towards their maintenance.

Before I dismiss you, I would like to press home to each one the ques-
tion, “Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ? Has the Gospel become a
glorious Gospel to you?” I do not know you as I know my own people, but
when I look along my galleries I mourn over those who have been hearing
the word 10 years and are the same as if they never heard it. I suppose
there are some of you in the same case, and my esteemed brother, Mr.
Tucker, must cast ﬁis eye around the gallery, and the area, and see many
who have grown Gospel-hardened.

It is a horrible thing to think of! The same sun that melts wax hardens
clay, and to some hearts the Gospel becomes the savor of death unto
death. If nothing comes of this morning’s service but making everyone en-
quire how it is with his own soul. If it shall only constrain you to go to
your solitary chamber and shut the door and pray, “O Lord, let me know
this glorious Gospel! I have not understood it up till now, for it has not
been glorious to me. Do make it so to me this day, that I may be saved,”
my heart will be very glad if such shall be the case.

Adapted from The C.H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307
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I WAS BEFORE
NO. 1574

DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“Who was before a blasphemer and a persecutor and injurious.”
1 Timothy 1:13.

I AM not going to dwell, at this time, upon the special items of the text
as to what Paul was before his conversion because none of us have been
exactly as he was. We have all gone astray like lost sheep, but each one of
us has taken a distinct course from all the rest. You might have to de-
scribe your transgressions in very different words from those used by the
Apostle because yours have been a different form of guilt from his. Paul
said of himself that he, “was before a blasphemer and a persecutor and
injurious.” Saul of Tarsus was a blasphemer. He does not say that he was
an unbeliever and an objector, but he uses a very strong word, though not
too strong, and says that he was a blasphemer.

He was a down-right, thorough-going blasphemer who also caused oth-
ers to blaspheme. From blasphemy, which is a sin of the lips, Saul pro-
ceeded to persecution, which is a sin of the hands. Hating Christ, he
hated His people, too. He was also injurious, which I think Bengel consid-
ers to mean that he was a despiser. That eminent critic says, “blasphemy
was his sin towards God, persecution was his sin towards the Church and
despising was his sin in his own heart.” He was injurious—that is, he did
all he could to damage the cause of Christ and, thereby, injured himself.
He kicked against the pricks and by doing so injured his own conscience.
Having sinned thus grievously, Paul makes a full confession of his guilt in
order that he may magnify the Divine Grace which saved, even, the chief
of sinners.

Note here, before we come to the special purpose we have in view, that
godly men never think or speak lightly of their sins. When they know that
they are forgiven, they repent of their iniquities even more heartily than
before. They never infer the lightness of sin from the freeness of Grace,
but quite the contrary—and you shall find it as one trait in the character
of every true penitent that he is rather inclined to blacken himself than to
whitewash his transgressions. He sometimes speaks of himself in terms
which others think must be exaggerated, though to him and, indeed, to
God, they are simply true.

You have probably read biographies of John Bunyan in which the biog-
rapher says that Bunyan labored under a morbid conscientiousness and
accused himself of a degree of sin of which he was not guilty. Exactly so,
in the view of the biographer, but not so in the view of John Bunyan, who,
startled into sensitiveness of conscience, could not find words strong
enough to express all his reprobation of himself. Job once said, “I abhor
myself.” That is a very strong expression but, when he saw his own sin in
the Presence of God, the man of whom the Lord said unto Satan, “There is
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none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that fears
God and eschews evil,” the man against whom the devil, himself, could
not bring an accusation, yet says that when he saw God, the brightness of
the Divine Holiness made him so conscious of his sin that he exclaimed,
“Now my eye sees You, I abhor myself and repent in dust and ashes.”

Those who have seen the exceeding sinfulness of sin by the light of the
Holy Spirit and who have been made truly penitent are the last persons to
speak lightly of evill They dwell upon their own criminality with many
terms to set forth how greatly they have felt it. We will consider the case of
Paul for just a minute or two because it is a type and pattern of the work
of God’s Grace in other Believers. He tells us in the 16t verse of this chap-
ter, “For this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might
show forth all long-suffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter
believe on Him to life everlasting.” He was a model convert, a typical in-
stance of Divine long-suffering, a pattern and specimen of all who believe
on Christ and all conversions are, to a large extent, similar to that which
transformed the blaspheming, persecuting, despising Saul of Tarsus into
the great Apostle of the Gentiles!

Now, notice when he is describing his own past life how he dwells upon
it with painful minuteness. He is not speaking before God in private, as
Job was in the words we have quoted, else I can conceive that he would
paint his sin in still darker colors. But he is answering for himself before
king Agrippa, touching the things of which he had been accused by the
Jews and you will see that he puts his offense against Christ and His
Church in as strong a light as he very well could. His enemies have no
such accusation to bring against him as that which he voluntarily makes
against himself! First, he says in the 10t verse of the 26t chapter of the
Acts of the Apostles, which we read just now, “Many of the saints did I
shut up in prison.”

Those whom he shut up in prison were saints. To imprison the guilty is
no fault, but to maltreat and shut up holy men was, indeed, blameworthy.
He confessed that they were saints, saintly persons, but he committed
them to prison for that very reason, because they were Christians and,
therefore, their saintly lives did not protect them from his malice, but
made them so much the more objects of his cruel hatred. He says that he
hunted the saints—and not merely a few of them, but, “Many of the saints
did I shut up in prison.” He lays stress upon the word, “many”—not half-
a-dozen here and there—but scores and hundreds suffered through him
and his persecuting band. He crowded the prisons with the followers of
Jesus Christ! “He that touches you touches the apple of His eye,” says the
Lord of Hosts when addressing captive Zion.

One touch of a saint of God injuriously given will be painful to the
Lord—how much more, then, when there are many such touches and
when he whose hand has done the evil deed has to confess—“Many of the
saints did I shut up in prison”? We may be quite sure that he did this be-
cause they were Christians, for the 9th verse puts it thus, “I verily thought
with myself that I ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus
of Nazareth.” It was Jesus of Nazareth he was aiming at, though his blows
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were directed against His followers. It was because the name of Jesus was
named upon these people that they were put in prison!

Now, this is no small sin—to persecute holy men, to imprison many of
them and to do so simply because they believed in Jesus Christ. The
Apostle felt that this put exceeding bitterness into the gall of his trans-
gression—that he had lifted up unholy hands against the members of
Christ’s body and through them had wounded their ever-glorious Head.
More than this, he did not merely put them in prison, but, he says, “Many
of the saints did I shut up in prison.” Some persons in prison have had a
measure of liberty, as Joseph had, but Saul took care that these Believers
should be shut up—that they should have no liberty at alll He put them
into the common jails, locked them up and made their feet fast in the
stocks, causing them to suffer even as he and his companion, Silas, af-
terwards did in the prison at Philippi.

Continuing the summary of his evil against the servants of the Lord, he
says, “I was not content with their imprisonment, but I was eager for their
death. When they were put to death, I gave my voice against them. When
the Sanhedrim wanted a vote I, young Saul, was there to give my maiden
vote against Stephen or any other saint. If the chief priests wanted a knife
to cut the Christians’ throats with, there was I ready to do the deed. If
they needed one who would drag them away to prison and to death, there
stood I, the eager messenger, only too glad if I might lay hands upon
them, believing that I was, thereby, doing God service.”

“No,” he says, “that is not all. I often punished them in every synagogue
and compelled them to blaspheme.” This, indeed, was a very horrible part
of Saul’s sinfulness. To destroy their bodies was bad enough, but to de-
stroy their souls if that were possible—to compel them to blaspheme, to
speak evil of that name which they confessed to be their joy and their
hope—surely that was the worst form that persecution could assume! He
forced them under torture to renounce the Christ whom their hearts
loved! As it were, he was not content to kill them, but he must damn
them, if it were possible, too. “I compelled them to blaspheme.” This was a
dreadful sin and Paul mentions it as such. He does not extenuate his
crime, nor attempt to find excuses for his conduct.

And then he adds, once more, that he did all this wickedness with the
greatest possible enthusiasm— “And being exceedingly mad against them,”
like a raging madman in his fits, like a violent maniac who cannot be held
in—seized with frenzy, tearing rlght and left, finding no rest unless he
could be harrying and worrying the sheep like a bloody wolf, as he was to
the sheep of Christ’s flock. “Being exceedingly mad against them, I perse-
cuted them even unto strange cities.” He scattered them far and wide and
then sought to get authority that even when they were in exile they might
not be beyond his reach!

Saul seems to have grown proficient in the science of persecution and
to have become a very master in the cruel art of crushing the people of
God. We do not learn this from James, or John, or any of the other Apos-
tles. Who tells us of all this? Who makes out this long, black catalog of
crimes of which the man who committed them might well be ashamed?
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Why, Paul himself! It is Paul himself that puts it so and I would that, in
like manner, the worst character you could have, my Brother, might come
from your own lips. “Let another man praise you and not your own
mouth; a stranger and not your own lips.” But, when there is an accusa-
tion that must be made against you, be you the first to make it with tears
of repentance before the living God!

I think I have thus, from the example of Paul before Agrippa, justified
the expression with which I started—that true penitents do not seek to ex-
tenuate or diminish the sin which has been forgiven them, but they ac-
knowledge how great it is and set it forth in all its enormity as it appears
before their enlightened eyes. Now, I want you, dear Friends, who know
the Lord, to follow me in a very simple way, rather by your emotions than
by anything else. I want the text of my sermon to be, “I was.” The Apostle
tells us what he was—what he was before conversion. Now, I want you to
think what you were before the Grace of God met with you and changed
you.

I do not know that I shall help you much to remember the details of
your sin, for pretty near the last time I stood here, I did that when we
spoke of Peter from the words—“When he thought thereon, he wept,”
[Fountain of Repentant Tears—Sermon #2735, Volume 47—Read July 14,
1901—Preached October 24, 1880.] but I want you to see seven very prof-
itable inferences which will arise out of an impartial retrospect of your life
before conversion.

I. The first, I think, will be that IF WE THINK OF WHAT WE WERE, IT
WILL EXCITE IN US ADORING GRATITUDE. Paul was full of gratitude, for
he thanked Christ Jesus that He counted him faithful, putting him into
the ministry. He is so glad of the favor of God that when he comes to the
17th verse he must put down his pen while he sings, “Now unto the King
eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honor and glory forever
and ever. Amen.” If, then, you and I look back upon what we were before
the Lord saved us, we, too, shall be full of adoring gratitude as we think of
even the least of all the favors that He has bestowed upon us!

“l am not worthy,” said the Patriarch, Jacob, when he was returning to
his country at the command of God—“I am not worthy of the least of all
the mercies and of all the truth which You have shown unto Your ser-
vant.” And we can, each one, say the same. Is it not a wonderful thing
that you who were—I will not say what—you know what you were and
God knows! Isn’t it wonderful, I say, that you should be a teacher of oth-
ers? That you should be permitted to stand up and speak of pardon
bought with blood? That you should be allowed to talk of holiness though
your lips used to speak of any other theme but that?

Isn’t it wonderful that you should be allowed to extol the Christ for
whom you had no words of praise a little while ago, for whom, indeed, you
had only words of contempt and scorn? Paul was astonished to think that
he was put into the ministry! And when I look back upon my own life be-
fore I knew the Lord, I am amazed that I should ever stand here, seeing
that for so long I refused my Lord’s love and put aside His favors and
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would have none of them! Ah, I did not know what would happen to me

one day. Little did I think then that I should ever stand here to—
“Tell to sinners round,
What a dear Savior
I have found.”

But it does fill me with gratitude which makes me bow before God in
thankful adoration to think that He should have looked on me and to
know that, “unto me,” as well as unto Paul, “is this Grace given, that I
should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.”

I ask you, dear Friends, to remember this gratitude in the reception of
every blessing. When you enjoy Church privileges; when you come to the
Communion Table, think, “Here comes one to sit with the children of God
who once was like a dog outside the house.” When you stand up and
praise the Lord, think, “And I, too, am permitted to offer the sacrifice of
praise—I, who once sang the praises of Bacchus or of Venus—rather than
of Christ Jesus!” When you draw near to God in prayer and know that He
hears you, too—when you have power in prayer and prevail with the Most
High and come back with your hands full of blessings that have been ob-
tained at the Throne of Grace, you may well say, “What shameful things
these hands once did when I rendered my members instruments of un-
righteousness—and now they are loaded down with the bounties of a gra-
cious God!”

Oh, do bless His name! If you do not, the stones in the street will begin
to cry out against some of you! Oh, if your heart does not leap at the very
sound of the name of Jesus, surely you cannot possess a heart at all!
Such a change, such a wondrous, matchless change has passed upon you
that if you do not praise the Lord today and tomorrow and as long as you
have any being, what shall be said of your ungrateful silence? “I was”—I
was before—all that I ought not to have been, but Grace has changed me
and unto the God of Grace be all the glory! Do not all of you who love the
Lord unite with me in this utterance of adoring gratitude?

II. A second very blessed inference (we can only speak briefly upon
each one) is that A SENSE OF WHAT WE WERE SHOULD SUSTAIN IN US
VERY DEEP HUMILITY. It did so in the case of the Apostle Paul and I
would refer you to his expression of it in the First Epistle to the Corin-
thians, the 15t chapter and the 9t verse, where he says, “I am the least
of the Apostles, that am not meet to be called an Apostle because I perse-
cuted the church of God.” When He was compelled to glory in what he was
through the Grace given to him, he said that he supposed he was not a
whit behind the very chief Apostles, yet he here says of himself that he
was not worthy to be called an Apostle because before his conversion he
persecuted the saints of God!

Now, dear Brothers and Sisters, if we have been a little while converted
and have united with the Church of God and the Lord has given us a little
work to do, we may be tempted to think, “Now, I am somebody! Really, I
am not now quite the humble dependent that I used to be. I am getting to
be of some service to my Lord and Master and I am of some importance in
His Church.” Ah, that is the way many Christians get into sad mischief.
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“Pride goes before destruction and a haughty spirit before a fall.” You
must always strive against that kind of spirit and one way to avoid it is to
remember what you were in your unregenerate state. There are some who
might say, “I am a minister of the Gospel, but I am not worthy to be called
a minister because of the sins that I committed before my conversion. I
am a member of the Church of Christ, but I am scarcely worthy to be
called a member because I was a blasphemer, or a Sabbath-breaker, or
profane, unchaste, or dishonest.”

Remember what you were and let your spiritual advancements never
lead you to unspiritual pride and self-conceit for, “everyone that is proud
in heart is an abomination to the Lord.” I have heard of a good man in
Germany who used to rescue poor, destitute boys from the streets and he
always had them photographed in their rags and filth just as he found
them. And then, years afterwards, when they were clothed and washed
and educated and their characters began to develop, if they grew proud he
would show them what they were and try to teach them what they would
have likely been it had not been for his charity. If you are inclined to lift
up your head and boast what a great man you are, now—just look at the
likeness of what you were before the Lord made you a new creature in
Christ Jesus!

Oh, who can tell what that likeness would have been but for the inter-
positions of Divine Grace? I think you would say what the Scotsman said
to Rowland Hill when he called to see the good man in his study. He sat
and looked at him. And Rowland Hill’s face, you know, if you have seen
his portrait, is one to be remembered—there is a peculiar comic look
about it. So the Scotsman said, in answer to the question, “What are you
looking at?” “I have been studying the lines of your face.” “And what do
you make out of them?” said Mr. Hill. “Why, that if the Grace of God had
not made you a Christian, you would have been one of the worst fellows
that ever lived.” “Ah!” said Mr. Hill, “you have hit the mark this time!”

I should not wonder, too, if some of us, when we look in the mirror,
were to see somebody there that would have been a very deep-dyed sinner
if it had not been for the change of heart which Sovereign Grace has
worked. This ought to keep us very humble and very lowly before God. I
invite you, Friends, to think this over and when you feel yourselves begin-
ning to swell a little, let the bladder of your foolish and wicked pride be
pricked with the needle of conscience as you remember what you used to
be and you will be all the better for letting some of the gas escape! Come
back as speedily as you can to your fine shape, for what are you, after all?
If you are anything that is good, or right, or pleasing in the eyes of the

Lord, you must still say, “By the Grace of God I am what I am.”—
“All that I was, my sin, my guilt,
My death, was all my own.
All that I am, I owe to You,
My gracious God, alone.
The evil of my former state
Was mine and only mine.
The good in which I now rejoice
Is Thine and only Thine.”
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Well, those are two of the inferences which result from looking back at
what you were—the retrospect excites gratitude and sustains humility.

III. The next is this—THE REMEMBRANCE OF OUR FORMER CONDI-
TION SHOULD RENEW IN US GENUINE REPENTANCE. When we look
back upon what we used to be before the Lord met with us, it should
breed in us a perpetual repentance. There are some who seem to think
that we only repent of sin when we are first converted. Do not be deluded
by any such false notion! When you leave off repenting, you have left off
living! You are not living for God as you ought to do unless you daily re-
pent. Remember that we are not saved by a single act of faith which ter-
minates the moment we receive the assurance of the Divine forgiveness,
but by a faith which continues as long as we live and, therefore, as long as
we have any faith we must have repentance, too, for these are twin
Graces—faith with a bright eye, like Rachel, who was beautiful and well-
favored—and repentance, tender-eyed, like Leah, but with a lovely eye for
all that.

“Repentance,” says one, “why, I thought that was a bitter thing that
was taken away when we believed!” No, it is a sweet thing—I could wish to
repent in Heaven, though I suppose I shall not. We cannot carry the tear
of penitence in our eyes into Heaven—it will be the only thing we might
regret to leave behind. Surely we shall be sorry, even there, for having
grieved our God. Even there, I think, we shall repent, but certainly as long
as we are here we must daily repent of sin! Yes, and repent of the sin that
is forgiven—repent more because it is forgiven than we did when we had

any doubts about its being pardoned—
“My sins, my sins, my Savior!
How sad on You they fall,
Seen through Your gentle patience,
I tenfold feel them all.
I know they are forgiven,
But still their pain to me
Is all the grief and anguish
They laid, my Lord, on Thee.”

Smite on your breasts while you think that it was necessary that Christ
should die that you might be delivered from sin and its penalty and
power—and as your love increases, let your sorrow abound that such a
Lord should have needed to be crucified for you.

Oh, Sin, as Christ becomes more lovely, you become more hateful and
as our soul learns more of the beauty of holiness, it perceives more of
your ugliness and so continually loathes you more and more! If you want
to draw up the sluices of repentance, sit down and remember what you
were by nature and would have remained if Grace had not intervened! So,
then, it shall be good for you to say, “I was before a blasphemer and a
persecutor and injurious,” or to use any other expression that shall accu-
rately describe you, if it leads you, like Peter, to go out and weep bitterly
true tears of repentance.

IV. And now, fourthly, (we have but a word on each inference, you
see)—THE RETROSPECT OF OUR PAST LIVES SHOULD KINDLE IN US
FERVENT LOVE to the Lord who has redeemed us. You remember Christ
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went into the house of one of the Pharisees who had a measure of respect
for Him—this was Simon who desired Him to eat with him. But when He
entered in, Simon treated Him as a common guest and offered Him none
of the delicate attentions which men give to choice friends or to superiors.
Christ took no note of this, nor had He need to do so, for there was an-
other who stole into that room who did for Him all that Simon ought to
have done and more than Simon could have done!

“A woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus
sat at meat in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster box of ointment
and stood at His feet behind Him weeping.” She stood behind the couch
upon which He was reclining and let her tears fall down upon His blessed
flesh till she had washed His feet with them and then, unbraiding the
luxurious tresses of her hair, she wiped those holy feet with them! Her
love, her humility, her adoration and her penitence were all mingling as
she kissed His feet and anointed them with the ointment which she had
brought. Our Lord explained why this woman had performed this extraor-
dinary action. He said it was because she had been forgiven much.

Now, rest assured that there is no exception to this rule—that those
who are conscious of having had much forgiven are those who will love
Christ much! I do not say—I almost wish I could—that love is always in
proportion to the amount of sin forgiven, but I do say that it is in propor-
tion to the consciousness of sin forgiven. A man may be a less sinner than
another, but he may be more conscious of his sin and he will be the man
who will love Christ more. Oh, do not forget what you were, lest you
should become unmindful of your obligation to Jesus! You are saints,
now, but you were not always so. You can talk to others of Christ, now,
but you could not once have done it. You can wrestle with the Angel of
God in prayer and prevail, now, but once you were more familiar with the
devil than you were with the Angel!

At this moment your heart bears witness to the indwelling of the Holy
Spirit—it is not long ago that the Prince of the power of the air worked
within you and the Holy Spirit was not there at all! I beseech you, there-
fore, forget not this, lest you forget to love Him who has worked this won-
drous change in you! I think there is nothing better than to retain a vivid
sense of conversion in order to retain a vivid sense of love. Do not be
afraid of loving Christ too much. I see the cold carping criticism of this age
objects to any expressions of love to Christ which we use in our hymns
because it says that they are sensuous. My only answer to such talk is—
God give us more of such blessed sensuousness!

I think that instead of diminishing these utterances it will be a token of
growth in Grace when they are more abundant—not if they become so
common as to be hypocritical. Then they would be sickening, but as long
as they are true and honest, I, for one, would say to you who love the
Lord, go on and sing—

“Safe in the arms of Jesus,
Safe on His gentle breast.”
Go on and sing—
“Jesus, I love Your charming name,
‘Tis music to my ear.”
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Hesitate not to say—
“You, dear Redeemer, dying Lamb,
We love to hear of You”

and if it shall please you and the Spirit shall move you, even say, like the
spouse in the song, “Let Him kiss me with the kisses of His mouth: for
Your love is better than wine.” The starveling religion of the present day,
not content with tearing away the doctrinal flesh from the spiritual body,
is now seeking to drag out the very heart of religion and to reduce Chris-
tian experience to nothing but a chilly doubting of everything! Let this be
far from you! Believe something and love something, for to believe is to
live, and to love is to be in health.

Oh for more love arising out of a deep, intense sense of what we once
were and of the change which Christ has worked in us! “But,” says one, “I
do not know that any great change has been worked in me.” No and there
are some who tell us that we do not need any. There are certain Paedo-
baptists preaching, nowadays, that most children of pious parents do not
need conversion. We have long had the Church of England teaching us
baptismal regeneration—now we have some Nonconformists trying to per-
suade us that no regeneration at all is needed! This a new kind of doctrine
that I know nothing of and that the Word of God knows nothing of and it
will not do for us! It will eat out the very life of Christianity if it is believed.

Pious ancestors could not save one of you—even if your fathers and
mothers and grandfathers and grandmothers and great-grandfathers and
great-grandmothers and great-great-great-great-grandfathers and great-
great-great-great-grandmothers—as far back as ever you like—had been
all saints, nevertheless, their faith could not be of any use to you! You
must be born, “not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of
man, but of God.” “You must be born again” is as true of one child as of
another—as true of you as it was of me and as true of me as of the thief
confined in prison today.

But some of us have been changed—we are washed, we are sanctified,
we are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our
God. It has been a real work of Divine Grace—the turning of us upside
down, the reversing of the course of Nature, a turning of night into day, a
turning of the powers of our spirit from the dominion of Satan to the do-
minion of Christ—and we must and will, therefore, love Him who has
worked in us such a wondrous transformation!

V. Well now, fifthly, REMEMBERING WHAT WE WERE, ARDENT ZEAL
SHOULD BE AWAKENED IN US. Look at Paul. He says, “I was before a
blasphemer and a persecutor and injurious.” What then? Why, now that
he has become a follower of Christ, he cannot do too much! He put many
saints in prison—now he goes into many prisons, himself. He hunted
them even to strange cities—and now he goes into all manner of strange
cities, himself. He dragged them before tribunals and now he, himself goes
and stands before Roman proconsuls and before the Roman emperor,
himself! Paul can never do too much for Christ because he had done so
much for Satan!
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I remember one who lived four or five miles away from a place of wor-
ship who used to say, “You old legs, it is no use being tired, for you have
got to carry me. You used to take me to the place of amusement when I
served the devil and you shall carry me, now, to the House of God that I
may worship and serve Him.” When sometimes he had an uneasy seat, he
used to say, “It is no use grumbling, old bones, you will have to sit here,
or else you will have to stand. Years ago you put up with all kinds of in-
conveniences when I went to the theater, or some other evil place when I
served Satan—and you must now be content to do the same now for a
better Master and a nobler service.”

I think some of us might take a lesson from that old man and say to
ourselves, “Come, Covetousness, you are not going to hinder me from
serving the Lord. I used to be liberal to the devil and I do not intend, now,
to be stingy with God.” If ever | am tempted in that fashion, I will give
twice as much as I had thought of doing, so as to spite the devil, for he
shall not have his way with me! Some, when they serve Satan, go as if
they rode a racehorse and whip and spur to get in first. How they will de-
stroy body and soul in the service of the Evil One! But if a Christian gets a
little lively they say, “Oh, dear me, dear me, he is excited! He is fanatical!
He has grown enthusiastic!”

Why should he not be in earnest? The devil’s servants are enthusiastic
and why should not the servants of Christ be the same? Black Prince,
Black Prince, are you served by heroes and shall Christ be served by
dolts? Oh, let it not be so, my Brothers and Sisters! Surely if anything can
wake up all the powers of our nature; if anything can make a lame man
leap as a hart; if anything can make a palpitating, trembling heart to be
bold and brave for Christ, it should be the love which Christ has shown in
looking upon such as we were and changing us by His Grace! “Ah, but
you must not do too much,” says one. Did you ever know anybody who
did?

If anybody ever does too much for Christ, let us rail off a piece in the
cemetery that we may bury him in it. That grave will never be needed—it
will be empty till Christ comes! “Ah, but you may have too many irons in
the fire.” It depends upon the size of the fire! Get your fire well hot—I
mean get your heart well hot and your nature in a blaze—then put all the
irons you can ever get, into it! Keep them all at a white heat if possible.
Blow away and let the flames be very vehement. Oh, to live for God a life
of ecstatic zeal even if it were only for a short space of time! It were better
than to have a hundred years of bare existence in which one went crawl-
ing along like a snail, leaving slime behind and nothing else. It were better
far than driveling out, as oftentimes we do—

“Our souls can neither fly nor go
To reach eternal joys.”

The love of Christ to us, then, suggests great zeal in His service.

VI. Now, sixthly, I am sure that another inference that should be drawn
from it is this—If we remember what we were and how Divine Grace has
changed us, IT OUGHT TO MAKE US VERY HOPEFUL ABOUT OTHER
PEOPLE. Paul was, for he says, “This is a faithful saying and worthy of all
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acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of
whom I am chief. Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first
Jesus Christ might show forth all long-suffering for a pattern to them
which should hereafter believe on Him to life everlasting.” Well, Friend,
are you saved? Then anybody can be! You never ought to despair of the
salvation of anyone, for you know yourself and feel yourself to have been
the most undeserving of men—and yet God’s Grace has made you love
Him. Well, then, that Grace can light on anybody. Already it has fallen on
the most unlikely spot possible!

Now, from this moment on, never indulge the idea that it is useless to
attempt to benefit any of your fellow men. I remember—indeed, I have of-
ten met with persons who tell me of being asked, “Why did you not ask
So-and-So to attend a place of worship?” “Ask him? Oh, I never thought of
him.” “Why not?” “I did not think it was any use.” It is a very amazing
thing that those are the kind of people who, if you get them to hear the
Word of God, are generally converted—the people you think it is no use to
bring! Men who have been accustomed to speak very disrespectfully of re-
ligious things, when once brought under the sound of the Truth of God,
are often the first to receive a blessing! Those are the kind of fellows to
seek, for there is some hope of reaching men who are in such need of the
Gospel we have to proclaim. You know there is virgin soil there, so it is the
very place to sow the good Seed of the kingdom.

There is good fishing in a pond that never was fished before and here is
a man who, at any rate, is not Gospel-hardened—he has not got used to
the sound of the Word so as to take no notice of anything that is said.
Bring him in! He is the very man we want—bring him in! “But he is a
swearer.” Well, but if you were a swearer before your conversion, you
ought never to say anything about that. “Oh, but he is a very hardened
man.” Yes, but if you were converted, notwithstanding what you were, you
ought never to make that objection against anyone. “Oh, but he is such a
low-bred man.” Well, there are plenty of us who cannot boast much about
our aristocratic descent! “Oh, but,” says one, “he is such a proud man,
such a haughty man.” Or, “He is a rich man. He is a purse-proud man.”
Yes, but there are others like he who have been brought in and while that
man has sinned in one way, you have sinned in another—and if the Grace
of God met your six, it can meet his half-dozen!

Depend upon it, God meant us to be hopeful about other people when
He saved us. See that man coming out of the hospital? He has had pretty
nearly all the diseases you ever heard of and yet he has been cured. He is
not the man to say, “It is no use going in there. You will get no good by
putting yourself under the treatment of that doctor.” On the contrary,
whenever he meets with anybody who is suffering, he says, “You go and
try the physician that healed me. If you can get a bed under his care; if
you can come under his notice, you are almost certain to get cured—your
maladies cannot be worse than mine and he met my case exactly and he
can meet yours.” He is the man who will advertise Christ and will pro-
claim His fame the whole world over—who has tasted that He is gracious
and has proven, in his own case, the converting power of the Holy Spirit!
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Oh, I pray you, dear Friend, despair of nobody! You who go with your
tracts, go into the worst houses! You who talk in the workhouses to those
who are, perhaps, as gladly gone as any—who find them dying in the in-
firmary and rejecting the Word of God as you speak it, yet keep on! Keep
on! “Never say die” concerning anyone! Since the Lord has saved you, the
Grace of God can save anybody, however far he may have sunk in sin! It
can reach even to the very vilest of the sons of men.

VII. The last inference is that WHAT GOD HAS DONE FOR US
SHOULD CONFIRM OUR CONFIDENCE FOR OURSELVES—our confi-
dence, not in ourselves, but in God who will perfect that which He has be-
gun in us. There is not half as much Grace necessary to bring you to
Heaven if you are a Believer as you have had, already, to bring you where
you are! You have got to be perfected, but remember that it was the very
first step that had the difficulty in it. It always reminds me of the legend of
St. Denis who picked up his head after it was cut off and walked, I think,
40 leagues with it. But a wit said that there was no trouble about walking
40 leagues—the difficulty all lay in the first step!

So it did and so all the difficulty of the walk of faith lies in the first
step—that first coming of a dead heart to life! That first bringing of a rep-
robate soul—a carnal mind that is enmity against God—into friendship
with God. Well, that has been done! That first great work has been worked
in you by God the Holy Spirit and now you can say with the Apostle, “If,
when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His
Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.”

Do you think the Lord ever converts a man with a view of showing him
His Light that he may go back, again, into the thick darkness, forever?
Does He drop a spark of heavenly light into our souls that it may go out,
never to be rekindled? Does He come and teach us to eat heavenly bread
and drink the Water of Life and then leave us to starve or die of thirst?
Does He make us members of Christ’s body and then allow us to rot and
decay? Has He brought us thus far to put us to shame? Has He given me
a heart that cries after Him and pines for Him! Has He given me a sighing
after perfection, an inward hunger after everything that is holy and true
and does He mean, after all, to desert me? It cannot be—

“His love in time past forbids me to think
He’ll leave me at last in trouble to sink.
That gracious conversion I have in review,
Confirms His good pleasure to help me quite through.”
So let us go on our way rejoicing that it shall be even so with each one of
us. Amen.

PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON —Acts 26;

1 Timothy 1:11-17.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK”—30, 233, 235.

END OF VOLUME 26

Adapted from The C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Ages Software, 1.800.297.430
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FOR WHOM IS THE GOSPEL MEANT?
NO. 1345

DELIVERED ON LORD’S-DAY MORNING, MARCH 25, 1877,
BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“They that are whole have no need of the physician, but they that are sick:
I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”
Mark 2:17.

“Christ died for the ungodly.”
Romans 5:6.

“God commends His love toward us, in that, while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us.”
Romans 5:8.

“This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”
1 Timothy 1:15.

LAST Thursday evening, with considerable difficulty, I stood here to
preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and I handled one of the simplest
imaginable texts, full of nothing but the very plainest elements of the
Gospel. Within a very few minutes I had a harvest for the sermon. The
congregation was slender, for you know how ill a night it was, and how lit-
tle you expected that your pastor would be able to preach, but three souls
came forward uninvited to acknowledge that they had found peace with
God. How many more there were I do not know, but these three sought
out the Brethren and bore a good and hearty confession to the blessed
fact that, for the first time in their lives they, had understood the plan of
salvation.

Now, it seemed to me that if a plain Gospel theme was so promptly
profitable, I had better keep to the same subject. If a farmer finds that a
certain seed has paid him so well that he never had a better crop, then he
will keep to that seed and sow more of it. Those processes of farming
which have been successful should be persevered in and even used upon
a larger scale. So this morning I shall just preach the A B C of the Gospel,
the first rudiments of the art of salvation. And I thank God this will be no
new thing to me. May God the Holy Spirit, in answer to your prayers,
grant us a reward this morning after the same proportion as last Thurs-
day and, if so, our heart will be exceedingly glad.

Out of a very great number I have selected the four texts which I have
just read to set forth the Truth of God that the mission of our Lord related
to sinners. What did Christ come into the world for? For whom did He
come? These are questions of the greatest importance and they are clearly
answered in Scripture. When the children of Israel first found manna out-
side the camp, they said to one another, “Manna?” or, “what is it?” for
they knew not what it was. There it lay, a small round thing, as small as
the hoar frost upon the ground. No doubt they looked at it and rubbed it

Volume 23 WWW.SpUrgeongems.org |



2 For Whom Is the Gospel Meant? Sermon #1345

in their hands and smelled it. And how glad they were when Moses said,
“This is the bread which the Lord has given you to eat.” It was not long be-
fore they put the good news to the test, for each man gathered his arms
full and took it home and prepared it according to his liking.

Now, concerning the Gospel, there are many who might call out,
“Manna?” for they know not what it is. Very frequently, too, they make a
mistake as to its bearings and its objectives, dreaming that it is a kind of
improved Law, or an easier system of salvation by works and, therefore
they err, also, in their idea of the persons for whom it is demgned They
imagine ‘that surely the blessings of salvation must be meant for deserving
persons and Christ must be the Redeemer of the meritorious! On the
principle of, “good for the good,” they infer that Grace is for the excellent
and Christ for the virtuous. Therefore it is a most useful thing for us con-
tinually to be reminding men what the Gospel is and for whom it is sent
into the world, for, though the great mass of you know full well and do not
need to be told, yet there are multitudes around us who persist in grave
mistakes and need to be instructed over and over again in the very sim-
plest of the Doctrines of Grace.

There is less need for laborious explanations of profound mysteries
than for simple explanations of plain Truths of God. Many men need only
a simple latchkey to lift the latch and open the door of faith—and such a
key, I hope God’s infinite mercy may put into their hands this morning!
Our business is to show that the Gospel is intended for sinners—that it
has an eye to guilty persons—that it is not sent into the world as a reward
for the good and for the excellent or for those who think they have any
measure of fitness or preparation for the Divine favor. We need to show
that it is intended for law breakers, for the undeserving, for the ungodly,
for those who have gone astray like lost sheep, or left their father’s house
like the prodigal.

Christ died to save SINNERS and He justifies the ungodly. This Truth of
God is plain enough in the Word, but since the human heart kicks against
it, we will the more earnestly insist upon it.

I. First, EVEN A SUPERFICIAL GLANCE AT OUR LORD’S MISSION
SUFFICES TO SHOW THAT HIS WORK WAS FOR THE SINFUL. For, dear
Brothers and Sisters, the descent of the Son of God into this world as a
Savior implied that men needed to be delivered from a great evil by a Di-
vine hand! The coming of a Savior who would, by His death, provide par-
don for human sin, supposed men to be greatly guilty and to be incapable
of procuring pardon by any works of their own. You would never have
seen a Savior if there had not been the Fall. Eden’s withering was a nec-
essary preface to Gethsemane’s groaning.

You would never have heard of a Cross and a bleeding Savior on it if
you had not first heard of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil and
of a disobedient hand which plucked the forbidden fruit. If the mission of
our Lord did not refer to the guilty, it was an altogether unnecessary er-
rand as far as we can see. What justifies the Incarnation except man’s
ruin? What explains our Lord’s suffering life but man’s guilt? Above all,
what explains His death and the cloud under which He died but human
sin? “All we like sheep have gone astray, and the Lord has laid on Him the
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iniquity of us all’—that is the answer to an otherwise unanswerable rid-
dle. If we give a glance at the Covenant under which our Lord came, we
soon perceive that its bearing is towards guilty men.

The blessing of the Covenant of Works has to do with men who are in-
nocent. And to them it promises great blessings. If there had been salva-
tion by works, it would have been by the Law, for the Law is upright and
just and good. But the new Covenant evidently deals with sinners, for it
does not speak of the reward of merit, but it freely promises, “ I will be
merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I
remember no more.” If there had been no sins and iniquities, and no un-
righteousness, then there had been no need of the Covenant of Grace of
which Christ is the Messenger and the Ambassador.

The slightest glimpse at our Lord’s official Character as the Adam of a
new Covenant should suffice to convince us that His errand is to guilty
men. Moses comes to show how the holy should behave, but Jesus comes
to reveal how the unholy may be cleansed! Whenever we hear the mission
of Christ spoken of, it is described as one of mercy and of Grace. In the
redemption which is in Christ Jesus, it is always the mercy of God that is
extolled—according to His mercy He saved us. He, for Christ’s sake, ac-
cording to His abundant mercy, forgives us our trespasses. “The Law was
given by Moses, but Grace and Truth by Jesus Christ.” “The Grace of God,
and the gift by Grace, which is by one Man, Jesus Christ, has abounded
unto many.”

The Apostle Paul, who most fully expounds the Gospel, makes Grace to
be the one word upon which he rings the changes—“Where sin abounded
Grace did much more abound.” “By Grace are you saved, through faith,
and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God.” “Grace reigns through
righteousness unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our Lord.” But, Brothers
and Sisters, mercy implies sinfulness—there can be no mercy extended to
the just, for Justice, itself, secures every good thing to them. Grace, too,
can only be for offenders. What Grace is needed by those who have kept
the Law and deserved well at Jehovah’s hands? To them eternal life would
be a matter of debt, a fairly earned reward! But when you talk of Grace,
you at once shut out merit and introduce another principle. Mercy can
only be exercised where there is sin and Grace cannot be manifested ex-
cept to the undeserving.

This is plain enough, and yet the whole tenor of some men’s religion is
based on another theory. The fact is, when we begin to study the Gospel
of the Grace of God we see that it turns its face always towards sin, even
as a physician looks towards disease, or as charity looks towards distress.
The Gospel issues its invitations, but what are the invitations? Are they
not addressed to those who are burdened with a load of sin and laboring
to escape from its consequences? It invites every creature because every
creature has its needs, but it especially says, “Let the wicked forsake his
ways and the unrighteous man his thoughts.” It invites the man who has
no money, or, in other words, no merit. It calls to those who are needy,
thirsty, poor, naked—and all these are but used as figures of states pro-
duced by sin!
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The very gifts of the Gospel imply sin—life is for the dead, sight is for
the blind, liberty is for the captives, cleansing is for the filthy, absolution
is for the sinful. No Gospel blessing is proposed as a reward and no invi-
tation is issued to those who claim the blessings of Grace as a matter of
right—men are invited to come and receive them freely according to the
Grace of God. And what are the commands of the Gospel? Repent. But
who repents unless a sinner? Believe. But believing is not according to the
Law—the Law speaks only of doing. Believing has to do with sinners and
with the method of salvation by Grace. The Gospel representations of itself
usually look sinner-ward. The great king who makes a feast finds not a
guest to sit at the table among those who were naturally expected to
come—so from the highways and hedges men are compelled to come in.

If the Gospel describes itself as a feast it is a great feast for the blind,
the crippled and the lame. If it describes itself as a fountain, it is a foun-
tain opened for sin and for uncleanness. Everywhere, in all that it does
and says and provides to men, the Gospel proves itself to be the sinner’s
friend. The motto of its Founder and Lord still is, “this Man receives sin-
ners.” The Gospel is an hospital for the sick—none but the guilty will ever
accept its benefits. It is medicine for the diseased—the whole and the self-
righteous will never relish its saving draughts. Those who imagine that
they have some excellence before God will never care to be saved by Sov-
ereign Grace. The Gospel, 1 say, looks sinner-ward. That way, and that
way only, does it cast its blessings.

And Brothers and Sisters, you know that the Gospel has always found
its greatest trophies among the most sinful. It enlists its best soldiers not
only from among the guilty but from among the most guilty. “Simon,” said
our Lord, “I have something to say unto you—A certain man had two
debtors, the one owed him 500 pence and the other fifty. And when they
had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. Tell me, therefore,
which of them will love him more?” The Gospel goes upon the principle
that he who has had much forgiven loves much. And so its gracious Lord
delights to seek out the most guilty and to manifest Himself to them with
abundant and overflowing love, saying “I have blotted out your sins like a
cloud, and like a thick cloud your transgressions.”

Among great transgressors it finds its warmest lovers. When once it has
saved them, it receives from them the heartiest welcome and in them it
obtains the most enthusiastic adherents. Great sinners, when saved,
crown free Grace with its most illustrious diadems. Well may we be sure
that it has its eye towards sinners since it is among the chief of sinners
that it finds its highest glory. There is one other reflection which, also, lies
very near the surface, namely, that if the Gospel does not look towards
sinners, to whom else could it look? There seems to have been a revival,
lately, of the old quibbling spirit, so that proud Pharisees constantly tell
us that the preaching of justification by faith is overdone and that we are
leading people to think less of morality by preaching up the Grace of God.

This often refuted objection is coming forth again because Protestant-
ism is losing its sap and soul. The very force and backbone of the Reform-
ers’ teaching was that great Doctrine of Grace, that salvation is not of
works but of the Grace of God, alone! And because men are getting away
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from the Reformation and drifting into Romanism, they are casting into
the background this grand Truth of God of Justification by Faith, alone,
and pretending to be afraid of it. Most men are knaves and fools upon this
matter! I put to all such, this one question—To whom, Sirs, would the
Gospel look, if not towards sinners, for what are you but sinners? You
who talk about morality being injured, about holiness being ignored—
what have you to do with either?

The people who usually urge these objections, as a rule, had better be
quiet on such topics. In general these fierce defenders of morality and ho-
liness are exceedingly lax, while believers in the Grace of God are fre-
quently charged with Puritanism and rigidity. He who stands out most to
speak against the Doctrines of Grace is frequently the man or woman who
needs Grace most, while the very man who cries down good works as a
ground of trust is just the person whose life is carefully directed by the
statutes of the Lord! Know you, O men, that there lives not on the face of
the earth a man upon whom God can look with pleasure if He considers
that man on the ground of His Law. “They are all gone out of the way, they
are altogether become unprofitable; there is none that does good, no not
one.”

Not one heart is sound and right before God by nature! Not one life is
pure and clean when the Lord comes to examine it with His all-searching
eyes! We are all shut up in the same prison as the guilty—if not alike
guilty, yet guilty according to the proportion of our light and knowledge—
and each one justly condemned! We have all erred in heart and have not
loved the Lord! To whom, then, could the Gospel look if it did not cast its
eyes sinner-ward? For whom else could the Savior have died? Who is
there in the world for whom the benefits of Grace could be designed?

II. Secondly, THE MORE CLOSELY WE LOOK, THE MORE CLEAR THIS
FACT BECOMES, for, Brothers and Sisters, the work of salvation was cer-
tainly not performed for any of us, who are saved, on account of any good-
ness in us! If there is any goodness in us, it was put there by the Grace of
God and it certainly was not there when first the heart of Jehovah’s love
began to move towards us.

If you take the first sign of salvation that was actually visible on earth,
namely, the coming of Christ, we are told, concerning it, that, “when we
were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For
scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet perhaps for a good man
some would even dare to die. But God commends His love toward us, in
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” So that our redemp-
tion, my Brothers and Sisters, was effected before we were born! This was
the fruit of the Father’s great love, “wherewith He loved us, even when we
were dead in sins.”

There was nothing in us going before which could have merited that re-
demption, indeed the very idea of meriting the death of Jesus is absurd
and blasphemous! Yes, and when we were living in sin and loving it, there
were preparations made for our salvation—Divine love was busy on our
behalf when we were busy in rebellion. The Gospel was brought near to
us. Earnest hearts were set praying for us. The text was written which
would convert us and, as I have already said, the blood was spilt which
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cleanses us and the Spirit of God was given who should renew us. All this
was done while as yet we had no breathings of soul after God!

Is not that a wonderful passage in Ezekiel where the Lord passed by
and saw the helpless infant cast out in the open field while it was yet un-
swaddled and unwashed and was foul and polluted in its own blood? He
says that it was a time of love and yet it was a time of pollution and loath-
ing. He did not love the chosen baby because it was well-washed and fitly
clad—He loved it when it was foul and naked. Let every believing heart

admire the freeness and compassion of Divine love—
“He saw me ruined in the Fall,
Yet loved me, notwithstanding all.
He saved me from my lost estate,
His loving kindness, oh, how great!”

When your heart was hard. When your neck was obstinate. When you
would not repent nor yield to Him but rebelled yet more and more, He
loved you—even you—with supreme affection!

Why such Grace? Why, indeed, but because His Nature is full of good-
ness and He delights in mercy? Is not mercy seen to be evidently extended
towards the sinful and not exerted because of some goodness moving
thereto? Look a little closer, still. What did our Lord come into the world
to do? Here is the answer. “He was wounded for our transgressions, He
was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon
Him; and with His stripes we are healed.” He came that He might be a
Sin-Bearer—and do you think He came to bear only the little, trifling sins
of the best sort of men, if such sins there are? Do you suppose that He is
a little Savior who came to save us from little offenses?

Beloved, it is Jehovah’s darling Son that comes to earth and bears the
load of sin, a load which, when He bears it, He finds to be no fictitious
burden, for it forces from Him bloody sweat! So heavy is that load that He
bows His head to the grave and even unto death beneath it. That stupen-
dous load which lay on Christ was the heap of our sins—and, therefore,
as we look into the subject, we perceive that the Gospel must have to do
with sinners. No sin? Then the Cross is a mistake! No sin? Then the
“Lama Sabachthani” was a just complaint against unnecessary cruelty!

No sin? Then, O Redeemer, what are those glories which we have so ea-
gerly ascribed to You? How can You put away sin which does not exist?
The existence of great sin is implied in the coming of Christ and that com-
ing was occasioned and rendered necessary by SIN, against which Jesus
comes as our Deliverer! He declares that He has opened a fountain, filled
with the blood of His own veins. But what for? A cleansing fountain im-
plies filth. It must be, Sinner, that somewhere or other there are filthy
people, or else there had not been such an amazing fountain as this, filled
from the heart of Christ! If you are guilty, you are one who needs the
fountain, and it is opened for you! Come with all your sin and foulness
about you and wash this morning, and be clean!—

““Twas for sinners that He suffered
Agonies unspeakable!

Can you doubt you are a sinner?

If you can—then hope farewell.

But, believing what is written—
‘All are guilty’>—‘dead in sin,’
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Looking to the Crucified One
Hope shall rise your soul within.”

Brothers and Sisters, all the gifts which Jesus Christ came to give, or at
least most of them, imply that there is sin! What is His first gift but par-
don? How can He pardon a man who has not transgressed? With all rev-
erence do I speak—there can be no such thing as pardon where there is
no offense committed. Propitiation for sin and blotting out of iniquity both
require that there must be sin to be blotted out, or what is there real
about them? Christ comes to bring justification and this shows that there
must be a lack of natural holiness in men, for if not, they would be justi-
fied by themselves and by their own works. And why all this outcry about
justification by the righteousness of the Son of God if men are already jus-
tified by a righteousness of their own? Those two blessings, and others of
the same kind, are clearly applicable only to sinful men. To no other men
can they be of any use.

Our Lord Jesus Christ came girded, also, with Divine power. He says,
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me.” To what end was He girded with Di-
vine power unless it was because sin had taken all power and strength
from man, and man was in a condition out of which he could not be lifted
except by the energy of the eternal Spirit? And what does this imply but
that Christ’s errand bears upon those who, through sin, are without
strength and without merit before God? The Holy Spirit is given because
man’s spirit has failed—because sin has taken the life out of man and
made him dead in trespasses and sins—therefore the Holy Spirit comes to
quicken him into newness of life, and that Spirit comes by Jesus Christ.
Therefore the errand of Jesus Christ is manifestly to the guilty.

I will not omit to say that the great deeds of our Lord, if you look at
them carefully, all bear upon sinners. Jesus lives—it is that He may seek
and save that which is lost. Jesus dies—it is that He may make a propitia-
tion for the sins of guilty men. Jesus rises—He rises again for our justifi-
cation and, as I have shown, we would not need justification unless we
had been naturally guilty. Jesus ascends on high and He receives gifts for
men—but note that special word—“Yes, for the rebellious, also, that the
Lord God may dwell among them.” Jesus lives in Heaven, but He lives
there to intercede. “Therefore He is able, also, to save them to the utter-
most that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever lives to make interces-
sion for them.”

So take whatever part of His glorious achievements you please and you
will find that there is a distinct bearing towards those who are immersed
in guilt. And Beloved, all the gifts and blessings that Jesus Christ has
brought to us derive much of their radiance from their bearing upon sin-
ners. It is in Christ Jesus that we are elect and, to my mind, the glory of
electing love lies in this—that it pitched upon such undeserving objects.
How had there been any election had it been according to merit? Then
men would have taken rank by right according to their own deeds! But
election’s glories are brilliant with Grace and Grace always has for its foil
and background the unworthiness of the objects towards whom it is
manifested. The election of God is not according to our works, but it is a
gracious election of sinners! Adore and wonder!
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Turn to effectual calling and see how delightful it is to view that calling
as a calling from among the dead, as a calling of the things that are not as
though they were, as a calling of condemned ones into forgiveness and fa-
vor! Turn next to adoption. What is the glory of adoption, but that God
has adopted those who were strangers and rebels to make them His chil-
dren? What is the peculiar beauty of regeneration but that He has been
able to raise up children, from these stones, unto Abraham? What is the
beauty of sanctification, but that He has taken such unholy creatures as
we are to make us kings and priests unto God and to sanctify us wholly—
spirit, soul, and body?

To my mind it is the glory of Heaven to think that yonder white-robed
choristers were once foully deified—those happy worshippers were once
rebels against God! It is a happy sight to see the unfallen angels who have
kept their first estate perfectly pure and forever praising God. But the vi-
sion of fallen men divinely restored is more full of the Glory of God! Lift, as
they may, their joyful voices in perpetual chorales, the angels can never
reach the special sweetness of that song—“We have washed our robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” They cannot experimentally
enter into that Truth of God which is of Jehovah’s name its crowning
glory—“You were slain and have redeemed us to God by Your blood.”

Thus I have abundantly shown that the further we look, the more clear
it is that the Gospel is aimed at sinners and especially intended for their
benefit.

III. Now, thirdly, it is evident that IT IS OUR WISDOM TO ACCEPT THE
SITUATION. I know that, to many, this is a very unpalatable doctrine.
Well, Friend, you had better have your palate altered, for you will never be
able to alter the doctrine! It is the Truth of the everlasting God and cannot
be changed. The very best thing you can do, since the Gospel looks to-
wards sinners, is to get where the Gospel looks—and I can recommend
this to you, not merely on the ground of policy, but on the ground of hon-
esty—because you will be only in your right place when you get there.

I think I hear you raising objections. “I do not admire this system. Am I
to be saved in the same way as the dying thief?” Precisely so, Sir, unless
there should happen to be even more Grace shown towards you than to
him. “But you do not mean to assert that in the matter of salvation I am
to be put on a level with the woman that was a sinner? I have been pure
and chaste and am I to owe my salvation just as much to the absolute
mercy of God as she did?” Yes, Sir, I do say that, exactly as it stands.
There is but one principle upon which the Lord saves men and it is that of
pure Grace. I want you to understand this.

Even if it grinds like grit between your teeth and makes you angry, I
shall not regret it so long as you know what I mean, for the Truth of God
may yet find entrance into your soul and you may yet bow before its
power. Oh, you children of godly parents, you young people of excellent
morals and delicate consciences, to you I speak, even to you! Rejoice in
your privileges, but do not boast in them, for you, too, have sinned! You
have sinned against light and knowledge. You know you have! If you have
not plunged into the grosser sins in act and deed, yet in desire and in
imagination you have gone far enough astray—and in many things you

8 WWW.SpUrgeongems.org Volume 23



Sermon #1345 For Whom Is the Gospel Meant? 9
have offended grievously against God. If, with these considerations before
you, you take your place as a sinner, you will not be disgraced but be
merely standing where you certainly are!

And then, remember, if you get the blessing this way, you will have ob-
tained it in the safest possible way. Suppose there are a number of guest
chambers and I have my seat in one of the best of them. I may have no
right to be there. I am eating and drinking of what is provided for superior
guests, but my ticket does not mark me out as one of these and, therefore,
[ am ill at ease. Every mouthful that I eat I think to myself, “I do not know
whether I shall be allowed to remain here. Perhaps the Lord of the feast
will come in and say to me, ‘Friend, how came you in here?’ and I must
begin, with shame, to take the lowest room.” Brothers and Sisters, when
we begin at the bottom and sit in the lowest room, we feel safe. We are
satisfied that what we do get is meant for us and will not be taken away
from us.

Perhaps, also, when the king comes, he may take us up to a higher
room. There is nothing like beginning in the lowest place. When I lay hold
of the promise as a saint, I have my doubts about it. But when I grasp it
as a sinner, | can have no question! If the Lord bids me feed on His mercy
as His child, I do it! The devil may whisper that I am presuming, that I
never was really adopted by Grace—but when I come to Jesus as a guilty,
undeserving sinner, and take what the Lord freely presents to me upon
believing—the devil himself cannot tell me that [ am not a sinner, or if he
does, the lie is too transparent and causes me no distress! There is noth-
ing like having an indefeasible title—and if the description given to you in
the title is that you are a sinner, it is an indisputable one—for depend
upon it, you are a sinner! So the sinner’s place is your true place and your
safest place.

Another blessing is it is a place into which you can get directly, even at
this very moment. If the Gospel looks towards men in a certain state of
heart in which there are commendable virtues, then how long will it take
me to raise my heart to that state? If Jesus Christ comes into the world to
save men who have a certain measure of excellence, then how long will it
take me to obtain that excellence? I may be taken sick and die within the
next 30 minutes and hear the sentence of eternal judgment—it would be
poor Gospel to tell me that I might possibly obtain salvation if I attained a
state which would take me several months to reach! At this hour I, a dy-
ing man, know that I may be gone out of this world and beyond the reach
of mercy within an hour—what a comfort it is that the Gospel comes to
me and gives itself to me just now, even as it finds me! I am already in
that position in which Grace begins with men, for I am a sinner, and I
have only to admit that I am so.

Now then, poor Soul, just sit down before the Lord and say, “Lord, does
Your Son come to save the guilty? I am such and I trust Him to save me.
Did He die for the ungodly? I am such, Lord, I trust in His blood to
cleanse me. Was His death for sinners? Lord, I take up the position! I
plead guilty! I accept the sentence of Your Law as being just, but save me,
Lord, for Jesus died.” It is done! You are saved! Go in peace, my Son. Your
sins, which are many, are forgiven you! Go, my Daughter, go your way
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and rejoice! The Lord has put away your sin—you shall not die, for he
that believes is justified from all sin. Blessed is the man to whom the Lord
imputes not iniquity and in whose spirit there is no guile! Get, then, into
your true position—accept the situation in which Grace considers you to
be. Do not talk of justice and merit, but appeal to pity and love.

A certain man had, several times, plotted against the first Napoleon and
eventually, being entirely in the emperor’s hands, the sentence of death
was pronounced upon him. His daughter earnestly pleaded for his life and
at last, having obtained an audience with the Emperor, she fell upon her
knees before him. “My girl,” said the Emperor, “it is of no use to plead for
your father, for I have the clearest evidence of his repeated crimes, and it
is but justice that he should die.” The girl replied, “Sire, I do not ask for
justice, I beg for mercy. It is upon the mercifulness of your heart and not
upon the justice of the case that I rely.” She was heard patiently and her
father’s life was spared at her request.

Imitate this appeal, and cry, “Have mercy upon me, O God, according to
Your loving kindness.” Justice owes you nothing but death—mercy alone
can spare you. Have done with every idea of making out a good case—
admit it to be a bad one and plead guilty! Cast yourself upon the mercy of
the court and ask for mercy, free mercy, undeserved mercy, gratuitous fa-
vor! This is what you must ask for and as in law they have a form of suing
called in forma pauperis, that is, in the form of a pauper, adopt the
method and as a man full of necessities beg for favor at the hands of God,
in forma pauperis, and it shall be bestowed upon you.

IV. Now I close this discourse with the next point, which is, THIS DOC-
TRINE HAS A GREAT SANCTIFYING INFLUENCE. “There,” says one, “I do
not believe that. Surely you have been holding out a premium to sin by
saying that Christ came to save nobody but sinners and does not call
anybody to repentance but the sinful.” My dear Sirs, I have heard all that
sort of talk so many times that I know it by heart—the same objections
were raised against this doctrine in Luther’s day by the Papists and, since
then, by workmongers of all classes! There is nothing substantial in their
notion that free Grace is opposed to morality—it is only their fancy.

They dream that the doctrine of justification by faith will lead to sin,
but it can be proved by history that whenever this doctrine has been best
preached, men have become most holy! And whenever this Truth of God
has been darkened, all manner of corruption has abounded. Gracious
doctrine and gracious living fitly go together—and legal teaching and
unlawful living are generally found associated. Let us show you the sanc-
tifying power of this Gospel. Its first operation in that direction is this—
when the Holy Spirit brings the truth of free pardon home to a man, it
completely changes his thoughts concerning God.

“What?” he asks, “Has God freely forgiven me all my offenses for
Christ’s sake? And does He love me notwithstanding all my sin? I did not
know He was such an One as this, so gracious and kind! I thought He was
hard! I called Him a tyrant, gathering where He had not strewed—but
does He feel towards me like this? Then,” says the soul, “I love Him in re-
turn.” There is a complete reversal of feeling—the man is turned right
round as soon as he understands redeeming Grace and dying love. Con-
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version follows on a sight of Grace. Moreover, this grand Truth of God
does more than turn a man, it inspires, melts, enlivens and inflames him.
This is a Truth which stirs the deeps of the heart and fills the man with
lively emotions.

Before, you talked to him about doing good, about right, justice, reward
and punishment—he heard it all and it may have had a measure of influ-
ence over him—but he did not deeply feel it. Such teaching is too cold to
warm the heart. Then the Truth comes home to the man and appears to
him to be new and exciting. It runs like this—God, out of His free mercy,
forgives the guilty and He has forgiven me! Why, this awakens him, stirs
him up, touches the fountain of his tears and moves his whole being! Per-
haps at the first hearing of the Gospel, he does not care for it, and even
hates it. But when it comes with power, it obtains a wonderful mastery
over him! When he really receives its message as his own, then his cold
heart of stone is turned to flesh! Warm emotion, tender love, humble de-
sire and a sacred longing after the Lord are all excited in his bosom.

The quickening power of this Divine Truth, as well as the converting
power of it, can never be too much admired. Besides, this Truth, when it
enters the heart, deals a deadly blow at the man’s self-conceit. Many a
man would have become wise, only he thought he was already! And many
a man would have been virtuous, only he concluded that he had already
attained that, too! Behold, this doctrine smites upon the skull all confi-
dence in your own goodness and makes you feel your guilt! And in so do-
ing, it removes the great evil of pride. A sense of sin is the very threshold
of mercy! A consciousness of shortcoming, a grief because of past offenses
are necessary preparations for a higher and a nobler life. The Gospel digs
out the foundation, makes a great vacuum and so makes room to lay in
their places the glorious stones of a noble spiritual character.

Moreover, where this Truth of God is received, there is sure to spring
up in the soul a sense of gratitude. The man who has had much forgiven
will be sure to love much in return. Gratitude to God is a grand main-
spring for holy action. Those who do right in order to be rewarded for it
are acting selfishly. Selfishness is at the bottom of their character—they
abstain from sin only lest self should suffer—and they obey only that self
may be safe and happy. The man who does right, not because of Heaven
or Hell, but because God has saved him and he loves the God who saved
him, is the truly right-loving man. He who loves right because God loves
r1ght has risen out of the fog of selfishness and is capable of the loftiest
virtue, yes, he has in him a living spring which will well up and flow forth
in holy living so long as he exists.

And, dear Brothers and Sisters, | think you will all see that free forgive-
ness to sinners is very conducive towards one part of a true character,
namely, readiness to forgive others, for he who has been forgiven much
himself is the very man who finds it easy to pass by the transgressions of
others. If he does not, he may well doubt whether he has been forgiven! If
the Lord has blotted out his debt of a thousand talents, he will, readily
enough, forgive the hundred pence which his brother owes him.

Last of all, some of us know and we wish that all knew by personal ex-
perience, that a sense of undeserved favor and free forgiveness is the very
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soul of enthusiasm—and enthusiasm is to Christianity what the lifeblood
is to the body! Were you ever made enthusiastic by a cold discourse upon
the excellence of morality? Did you ever feel your soul stirred within you
by listening to a sermon upon the rewards of virtue? Were you ever made
enthusiastic by being told of the punishments of the Law? No, Sirs—but
preach up the Doctrines of Grace—let the free favor of God be extolled and
mark the consequences! There are people who will walk for many miles
and stand without weariness by the hour together to hear this! I have
known them labor many a weary mile to listen to this doctrine!

Why? Because the preacher was eloquent, or because he put it well?
Not so! It has sometimes been badly spoken and in uncouth language—
and yet this doctrine has always awakened the people. There is something
in the soul of man that is looking out for the Gospel of Grace! And when it
comes, there is a hungering to hear about it! Look at the Reformation
times, when death was the penalty of listening to a sermon—how the peo-
ple crowded at midnight! How they journeyed into the deserts and the
caves to listen to the teaching of these grand old Truths of God! There is
sweetness about mercy, Divine Mercy freely given, which holds the ear of
man and stirs his heart!

When this Truth of God enters the soul, it breeds zealots, martyrs, con-
fessors, missionaries, saints. If any Christians are in earnest and full of
love to God and man, they are those who know what Grace has done for
them. If any remain faithful under reproaches, joyful under losses and
crosses—they are those who are conscious of their indebtedness to Divine
Love. If any delight in God while they live and rest in Him as they die—
they are the men who know that they are justified by faith in Jesus Christ
who justifies the ungodly.

All glory be to the Lord who lifts the beggar from the dunghill and sets
him among princes, even the princes of His people! He takes the very cast-
offs of the world and adopts them into His family and makes them heirs of
God by Jesus Christ! The Lord grant us all to know the power of the Gos-
pel upon our sinful selves! The Lord endear to us the name, work and
Person of the Sinner’s Friend! May we never forget the hole of the pit from
where we were drawn, nor the hand which rescued us, nor the unde-
served kindness which moved that hand! From now on let us have more
and more to say of Infinite Grace. “Free Grace and dying love.” Well does
the old song say, “Ring those charming bells.” Free Grace and dying love—
the sinner’s windows of hope! Our hearts exult in the very words! Glory be
unto You, O Lord Jesus, ever full of compassion. Amen.

Adapted from The C.H. Spurgeon Collection, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307.
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THE FAITHFUL SAYING
NO. 1416

DELIVERED ON LORD’S-DAY MORNING, MAY 26, 1878,
BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.”
1 Timothy 1:15.

IT is worthy of notice that Paul, in the passage before us, as, indeed, in
all his writings, exhibits great sensitiveness with regard to sin. The sin
which he had, himself, committed against the Lord Jesus, looked at from
some points of view, might have been greatly extenuated on account of the
honest, although mistaken, motive which lay at the bottom of it. But Paul,
after allowing for his ignorance, declares that of sinners he had been chief
and that he obtained mercy that in him, first, Jesus Christ might show
forth all long-suffering for a pattern to them which should hereafter be-
lieve on Him to life everlasting. He describes himself as having been “a
blasphemer, a persecutor and injurious” and, he is evidently lost in grate-
ful astonishment that he should have been saved.

This godly sensitiveness with regard to sin was associated in the Apos-
tle’s mind with an equally vivid sense of the freeness and richness of Di-
vine Grace. That Christ died, not for the righteous, but for the guilty, is
the great thought which is upon his mind and he has no hesitancy what-
ever in declaring it—and in speaking most boldly concerning the exceed-
ingly abundant Grace of God in forgiving sin. The union of these two feel-
ings in Paul is, by no means, an unusual occurrence among human
minds, for you will generally find that the preacher who is most clear in
his witness that salvation is by Grace, is also the man to whom sin is ex-
ceedingly sinful! Indeed, all those who prize Grace most are men who feel
most sorrow concerning their transgressions.

All systems of theology, except that which is founded upon Free Grace,
in some way or other take off the edge of guilt. If they try to compromise
the business and make salvation to be partly a matter of human effort
and human merit—and partly a work of Divine Grace—they are sure, in
the process, to conceal the exceeding iniquity of sin. Man is made out to
be a poor, weak creature victimized by a Law too rigid for his frailty. It is
represented that he has a right to mercy and a great uproar is made if we
deny him any such right! And much anger is felt if we declare that mercy
is the Sovereign prerogative of God which may be exercised at His own ab-
solute discretion.

Rebellion against Divine Election is often founded on the idea that the
sinner has a sort of right to be saved and this is to deny the full guilt of
sin. You will find that he who sets forth Free Grace as the only fountain
and source of human salvation—and declares that sin is pardoned and
put away freely by the mercy of God in Christ Jesus—is most plain and
severe in denouncing sin with all his might and most tender in sorrowing
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over his own personal iniquities. I shall preach Grace to the chief of sin-
ners at this time without reserve and without guarding my words in any
respect whatever! I shall fling the big net of the Gospel right into the sea,
let it go where it may! But do not, therefore, conclude that we think little
of sin. Far from it! It is to us the sum of all abominations and the fire of
Hell! And this, I trust, shall be apparent all along, though for the present
we shall confine our thoughts to the greatness of the Grace of God, since
to that subject our text summons us.

The Apostle Paul had been describing himself and his sin. He confessed
that he was, before, a blasphemer and a persecutor, “But,” he says, “I ob-
tained mercy.” His was an instance of a sinner saved and he now declares
that his case was a type of all others, for Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinners! The tendency is to set up the Apostle as an exceptional
convert, but he corrects the idea by asserting the grand doctrine that the
Savior’s errand was to those who are guilty and undeserving—among
whom he counted himself to be the chief. This coming of Christ to save
sinners as sinners he regards as a Truth of God so well known in the
Christian Church that it had come to be a saying, “familiar in their
mouths as household words.” It had become a sort of proverb with Chris-
tians that Christ Jesus came to save sinners and Paul says that it might
justly be received as a proverb among all nations, for it was worthy of uni-
versal acceptance from the weight of its meaning, the importance of its
subject and the Divine authority with which it was sealed.

Moreover, that Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners is so
true that it is not merely a saying, but a faithful saying, worthy of all con-
fidence, being as sure as the Truth of God, Himself! Pass it round, you
Christians! Repeat it among yourselves without the slightest hesitancy or
question! Let it be a proverb among you, an undoubted fact, an unques-
tionable Truth of God— Jesus came into the world for the salvation of
sinners! He contemplated the saving of no other sort of persons but those
who are sinful.

I. Our first observation from this statement will be THAT SINNERS ARE
IN AN AWFUL CONDITION. A man who needs saving is evidently in a very
undesirable state. Now, every man and woman among you this day who
has not been saved by Christ Jesus needs saving. You have kept the Law,
you say, from your youth up, so what do you lack? My answer is that you
need saving, notwithstanding your fine ideas about yourselves. But you
have also been religious from your earliest recollection and you do not
know that you have ever committed anything very wrong, you say!

Dear Friend, despite your morality and outward religiousness, we are
compelled to tell you that you need saving just as surely as the unchaste
or the profane! Despite all that you say in your own favor, you have bro-
ken the Law of God and you are a sinner. And as a sinner you are in a ter-
rible position from which nothing can save you but the hand of God. For,
first, it is a grave peril to be a sinner. You have broken your Maker’s
commandments—is not that a calamity? You have neglected His will,
which is holy and just and good—is not that a crying evil? To have a heart
which does not choose the right, but which leans to evil—is not that ruin-
ous? To have a mind which does not love God, but cares for itself more
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than for its Maker and Lord—is not that to be in a diseased state of soul?
The polluting influence of sin upon the soul is the direst of all mischief,
the worst of all destructions—it is spiritual death! From the defiling pres-
ence of sin every man needs to be saved.

Moreover, the thrice holy God hates sin with a hatred scarcely to be
conceived by any of us since we have lost the sensitiveness of perfect pu-
rity. Whatever things are impure, unchaste, untrue, unloving, unrighte-
ous, God loathes with all the infinity of His perfect Nature. Doubtless, sin
is a grief to godly men, but it is far more obnoxious to the Lord our God.
“The wicked and him that loves violence, His soul hates.” “The thoughts of
the wicked are an abomination unto the Lord.” The Lord has fierce indig-
nation against everything that is evil—this is no arbitrary trait of His
Character—He does not choose to be angry with this or angry with that
without a cause! No, from the very necessity of His Divine Nature He must
delight in everything that is good and He must abhor everything that is
evil.

O Sinner, what a plight you are in since there is in you and upon you
the sin which God cannot endure! What must your position be, for it is
written concerning the Lord, “You hate all workers of iniquity,” and such
are you! Can you bear the thought? Furthermore, you are condemned and
before long this will be made evident to all intelligent beings. There comes
upon the swift wings of time a Day in which the Judge of all the earth will
lay judgment to the line and righteousness to the plummet—and every
transgression and iniquity shall receive its just recompense of reward. It is
not possible that it should be otherwise, for there must come a reaping to
every sowing! Idle thoughts, idle words and evil deeds must bear their
fruit and, therefore, every sinner is in danger of eternal fire! As surely as
the righteous through Christ shall go into everlasting happiness, so shall
the ungodly depart into everlasting punishment where there shall be
weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth!

And this may happen to any unpardoned sinner before he has heard
the next word which I am about to utter! He may find himself shut out
from all hope, eternally shut out from God before yonder clock shall
strike! This is a perilous condition for an immortal soul! Yet every sinner
not saved by Christ is in this condition! To this may be added the further
reflection that the sinner is quite unable, of himself, to escape either from
sin itself, or from the wrath which he has awakened, or from the punish-
ment which is appointed for his transgressions. What can you do, O
Ethiopian, to change your skin? O leopard, how can you remove your
spots? And if, being evil, you could learn to do good, how could you put
away the sin of the past? By what process could you take out the stains of
former years? Do not the sins of your youth lie in your bones even to this
day? And they must be there forever unless the strong hand of Christ
shall take them away.

One of old cried, “O generation of vipers, how shall you escape the
damnation of Hell?” And the question may well be asked of the most cun-
ning and crafty of sinners. If you neglect the great salvation, which it shall
be our joy to preach to you today, how shall you escape from the wrath to
come? Chained up, then, as within a wall of fire, with that fire already

Volume 24 WWW.SpUrgeongems.org 3



4 The Faithful Saying Sermon #1416

burning within his soul in the form of evil lusts and drawing nearer to
him from without every day he lives, the sinner is in a terrible position,
indeed! O unforgiven Sinner, what do you think of this? Perhaps that po-
sition may be all the better defined if I remind you of the way by which a
sinner has to be rescued from it. There is no hope for any sinner unless
the Son of God, Himself, saves Him!

You may safely measure the depth of the danger by the Glory of the
Person who undertook to deliver us from it. It is the Son of God whom an-
gels worship who has come to save sinners! It must be a deep destruction
from which only God Himself can rescue man. And though He were the
Son of God, yet when He came, observe how He had to be equipped. And
from His equipment learn the sternness of the task. He must be Jesus—a
Savior and then He must also be Christ—anointed for the work! He must
come with a commission from God with Divine authority—and the Spirit
of God must rest upon Him to qualify Him for the great undertaking. For
the text says not that Jesus came into the world, but Christ Jesus, the
anointed Savior, came that He might save. If this equipment was needed,
then surely the state of man was a grievous one.

Note also that even Christ Jesus could not save men had He stayed in
Heaven. He came into the world to save sinners. The Fall was so grievous
that He must come right down into the place of our ruin! He must come to
the dunghill that He might lift us out of it! God sat in Heaven and said,
“Let there be light,” and the darkness fled before Him. But He could not
sit in Heaven and save sinners—He must needs come into the world to do
so—down into this polluted creation the eternal Creator must, Himself,
descend! Look, there in Bethlehem’s manger He sleeps and on a woman’s
breast He hangs! He cannot save sinners, so great is their ruin, unless He
becomes Incarnate and takes upon Himself our nature! And being here,
think how dreadful must be the ruin when we see that He cannot return,
saying, “It is finished,” until, first of all, He dies!

That sacred head must be crowned with thorns! Those eyes must be
closed in the darkness of the tomb! That body must be pierced even to its
heart and then must lie a chill, cold corpse in the grave before man can be
redeemed! And all that shame, suffering and death were but the outer
shell of what the Savior suffered, for He passed under Divine wrath and
bore a load such as would have crushed the whole race of men had they
been left to bear it! O Sinner, you are awfully lost, you are infinitely lost,
since it needs an infinite Savior to present the Atonement of His own body
in order to save sinners from their sin! This is the first Truth of God, then,
which is included in this faithful saying—may the Holy Spirit write it on
our hearts.

II. The second observation which clearly contains the very heart of the
text is THAT CHRIST JESUS CAME TO SAVE MEN AS SINNERS. His sal-
vation is meant for men who are sinners and for none else. Somebody
says, “But is not that a plain matter of fact?” It is, but it is a fact scarcely
realized—indeed, its real meaning is not known until God the Holy Spirit
reveals it! A great many persons have a notion that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save respectable people who, if they have done any
wrong, have repented of it and have made things square. He came, ac-
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cording to them, to save persons who do their very best by attendance at
worship, taking the sacrament, giving to the poor, paying their way and
saying their prayers.

These are doing all they can to get right and keep right—and surely
they will be saved—so men talk. Their theory of salvation is very mixed,
but it comes to this—the Gospel is for good people. They do not quite do
without Jesus Christ—He comes in somewhere or other. But their religion
is a kind of mingle-mangle—partly they save themselves and partly Christ
saves them—and between the two they are not saved at all! Their vain
fancy is that though they cannot do quite as much as they ought, Jesus
comes in as an excellent make-weight and turns the scale in their favor.
That is the notion of the bulk of mankind and in many places of worship
you may hear something very much like it. Too much of the preaching of
the present day mingles the Old Covenant with the New—you do not know
whether, after all, you are going to be saved by merit or mercy, whether
Christ came to save sinners or the righteous.

The trumpet gives an uncertain sound. It is far too generally supposed
that there must be something to recommend the sinner to God and that
God could not send His Son to save men whom He views in the base and
horrible character of sinners. “Surely,” say the enemies of Free Grace, “He
must have regard to their repentance or to something which He either
sees or foresees in them.” That He should see man to be evil and only evil
and yet visit Him in mercy for mercy’s sake seems hard for the carnal
heart to believe! Therefore, lest we should be misunderstood, we lay down
this straight line that Christ did not come into the world to save anybody
but SINNERS—and He viewed those sinners as sinners and nothing more!
He did not view them as repenting sinners, nor as believing sinners, nor
as humble sinners, nor as sanctified sinners, nor anything else but sin-
ners—and under that character He contemplated their salvation!

The text says nothing more and nothing less than this, “Jesus Christ
came into the world to save sinners.” There is not a qualifying word. It is
clear that only sinners are the objects of salvation, for none but sinners
need saving! And if there had been no sinners there would certainly have
been no saving and no Savior. Who needs saving but a lost man? Who
needs a Savior but a man who, through his sin, has ruined himself? The
very term, “Savior,” and the very name, “Jesus,” imply that salvation work
is for sinners. We have some sinecure offices in our Government—I have
heard of a Master of the Buckhounds who never mastered a buckhound
in his life—but my Lord Jesus holds no sinecure in His office of Savior, for
there are plenty of sinners and He is always saving them!

If sinners are not contemplated by the plan of Grace, then the office of
Savior is obsolete! But this can never be, since He is Jesus Christ, the
anointed Savior, the same yesterday, today and forever! Nor would the
Gospel be required for any but sinners, since none but the guilty need
glad tidings of pardon and Grace. If man can be secure under the Law, let
him stay under the Law. If the Law can justify, let the Law justify. What
need of a second system to take away the first unless through the weak-
ness of man the first system shall be found to be of no effect? No, verily
the Law is glorious! Mount Sinai shines resplendently and verily perfec-
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tion would have been by the Law if it could have been kept by mankind!
No need for another glory or excellence, for the first would have sulfficed if
men had not been sinners—for the Law is holy, just and good!

The very sound of that word, “Gospel,” is lost and its sweetness dissi-
pated in the midnight air unless there are sinners, for they, above all men,
need glad tidings of a Savior born among men! Salvation must be for sin-
ners, for to them, only, can mercy ever come. If I am brought before a
court of justice and I plead, “Not guilty,” and the magistrate replies that
he will have mercy upon me, I repel his observation with indignation—I
need no mercy of him—I am innocent. Let him give me justice—that is all I
ask! It is an insult to the innocent to offer him mercy and, therefore,
unless man is guilty God cannot show him mercy! Mercy has no room to
bestow her blessings of amnesty and pardon till, first of all, guilt is admit-
ted. To the sinner, forgiveness can come, but to none else!

Moreover, the characters whom Jesus came to save are always so de-
scribed that they must be sinners. Sometimes we read of them as being,
“dead in trespasses and sins.” And it is written, “And you has He quick-
ened.” Sometimes they are represented as enemies—“If when we were
enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son.” They are
called aliens, strangers, wandering sheep, prodigal sons and so forth—and
all these imply distance from God by sin. Sometimes they are represented
as debtors—and when they have nothing to pay, He freely forgives them
all their debt. All the descriptions of persons for whom the mercy of God is
intended bear upon their forefront the notion of their being sinners and
our Lord, Himself, says, “I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to
repentance.”

The coming of Christ has no bearing towards the 99 that went not
astray, except that they are left where they were. The Good Shepherd
comes after the lost sheep and only after the lost sheep and if you can
prove that you are not a lost sheep, then you have proved that Christ
never came to save you. The whole of His errand looks this way—He came
to save sinners and only sinners. Look now at what He did when He was
here. I will only ask you to consider the crowning act of His work when He
hung upon the Cross. What do those bruises from the scourge mean?
What do those deep furrows on His blessed back mean? What do those
pierced hands and feet mean? They mean this, that He is suffering on ac-
count of human sin! “The chastisement of our peace was upon Him and
with His stripes we are healed.” “All we like sheep have gone astray; we
have turned, every one, to his own way; and the Lord has laid on Him the
iniquity of us all.”

Self-righteous men and women, what has the Cross to do with you?
You carry it on your bosoms and make an ornament and a plaything of it,
but that is all it is to you! None but the guilty can know the true meaning
of the Cross and derive benefit from it. For them the dreadful tree bears
the precious fruit of substitutionary Sacrifice and peace and pardon
through the atoning blood! But to those who are not sinners the Cross is a
barren tree! O Christ of God, only a sinner can know Your worth! A saint
may admire You in Your Glory, but a sinner trusts You in Your shameful
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death, for You are meant for sinners! “He gave Himself for our sins”—for
what else could He give Himself and yield Himself unto death?

Besides that, where is Jesus gone, now, but to Heaven? And what is He
doing? When He went to Heaven He received gifts for men and, listen to
this Word of God—*“Yes, for the rebellious also, that the Lord God might
dwell among them.” He pleads today, but for whom is He an Advocate? He
makes intercession for the transgressors! Prove that you are not rebellious
nor transgressors and there are neither gifts nor pleadings for you, for the
whole drift of what He is now doing is towards the sinful! Look, Sirs, at
the legacy which our Lord has left us! He has left us the Holy Spirit and
what for? The Holy Spirit is here to convict of sin! Of what use would He
be to those who have no sin? He is here to regenerate, but of what use
would He be to those who are so good by nature that they do not need a
change of heart? He is here that He may work in us repentance and faith,
but of what use would those be to persons who have no sin to repent of
and no need to believe in a Savior?

The whole plan and scheme of redemption contains in it marks and
evidences clear and palpable that it is meant for sinners, for guilty men,
for such and such alone! All else that there is in man beside his sinner-
ship is not truly his. If | were to preach, today, to sinners with some quali-
fication, I should not be preaching the Gospel in its fullest reach. If, for
instance, I were to say that Christ Jesus came into the world to save
humble sinners, that would be a clipping of the truth—for if any sinner is
humble, that humility is not natural to him, but already the work of salva-
tion commenced in his being has made him humble! Jesus Christ died to
give humility to sinners as well as to save them when they are humble.
But surely we must believe in Christ? Yes, and there is salvation for be-
lieving sinners—but no man believes in Christ until that faith is given to
Him from above—and Christ came not to save sinners who make them-
selves believe, but to save sinners by giving them faith.

He not only saves sinners when they repent but He goes lower down,
for He is exalted on high to give repentance as well as remission of sins.
But did He not die for penitent sinners? Assuredly! But He died for them
when they were impenitent and, therefore, that is why they come to repen-
tance! He who would come to Jesus must come as a sinner and never
think of pleading any sort of goodness or qualification, for, “this is a faith-
ful saying and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners.” SINNERS—write that in capitals and set it by itself,
for it is the whole of the description and no one may dare to add to it!
Away with your human addition of sensible sinners and so on—the text is
not cumbered and spoiled by any such qualifying words!

III. This leads me, in the third place, to say THAT UPON THIS POINT
SPECIAL CLEARNESS IS REQUIRED. That Jesus Christ came into the
world to save sinners as sinners must always be kept clearly before the
human mind because, as I have said, man does not like the notion and if
you put it baldly and boldly he cavils at it and waxes wrathful. Hear him
mutter about immoral doctrine and encouraging sin! Hear it and marvel
at the audacity which makes a guilty rebel express anxiety about the
morals of his God! A set of criminals are shut up in a condemned cell to
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be hanged and a message comes that the king freely forgives them—and
they exclaim that they will not accept mercy because it might encourage
immorality!

Morality! What have these lawbreakers to do with that? Surely they are
repeating the devil’s hypocrisy when he rebuked sin! They are living in sin
and yet pretend to be the guardians of universal justice! Vile hypocrisy!
When I have known the pens which have written against the Gospel under
the pretense of advancing morality, I have pitied the paper which they de-
filed with their black words. Pleaders for morality! Why, men known to be
debauched and drunken are often the very loudest talkers against Free
Grace and the greatest sticklers for morality! Let them go and wash in
Jordan seven times and be clean, themselves, before coming out in that
fashion. It is for you and me, being guilty, to get mercy, first, and then talk
of what we will do in the matter of morality!

Know you not that the man who believes not in Christ is condemned al-
ready? Shall a condemned man cavil at mercy’s freeness? On your knees,
Sir, and plead guilty before the Most High, for only so shall you find
Grace! How often are we told in sermons that we are in a state of proba-
tion—as if we had to do something by which we should prove our worthi-
ness and were still in a position in which we might or might not be con-
demned? My Hearers, you are NOT in a state of probation! No, not one of
you! If you are saved, you are saved—and if you are not saved you are
lost! You are forgiven, or else you are “condemned already!” And, unless
Jesus Christ saves you, you will abide in condemnation forever and ever!
The die is cast and cast against you! You are condemned and in the Book
of God so it stands. Christ Jesus came to save the condemned—and
blessed shall you be if you are willing to take up the condemned position
at this moment and accept the Grace which He has brought for sinners.

I say, then, let the Truth of God be made clear, because man will mud-
dle it if he can. Mark you, if this doctrine is not made clear, you will not
lead sinners to look to Christ. If I preach that Jesus Christ died to save
men of tender heart, what will be the result of the sermon? Every thought-
ful hearer will look to see whether he has a tender heart. Is that a desir-
able result?—

“There is life for a look at the Crucified One,”

but there is no life by looking into our own hearts! Suppose I preach cer-
tain marks and evidences as tokens of the men whom Christ came to
save? Then each man will look to see whether he has those tokens within
himself—and that is precisely the thing which we do not want men to do,
for we desire them to look right away from themselves to Christ alone! If
they should imagine that they find some good thing within themselves,
they will make it the basis of their hope and that will be an error of the
gravest kind. Sinner, all the hope you can ever have lies in Him who died
upon the tree! As for yourself, settle it in your mind that you are as bad as
bad can be. Give over all hope from your own doings, willings, feelings and
resolves!

Do not expect to obtain comfort from your own nature any more than to
find fire in the midst of a rock of ice! Look right away from self to Christ,
and Christ alone, for this is the way of salvation! When a man comes to
Christ as a sinner, he has taken the safest way. If I say to myself, “Jesus
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came to save me because I am a believing sinner, or a repenting sinner, or
a humbled sinner,” then I have to ask the question, “How about my repen-
tance, my humility—are they genuine?” My foundation shakes and my
trust fails me because it rests on myselfl But when I trust in Jesus be-
cause He is the sinner’s Savior and because I am a sinner, then I am be-
yond doubtful questions. This, also, is a constant ground to go upon.
Imagine a man who is deeply in debt saying to his creditors, “I am in a
terrible fix, but I can promise you 10 shillings in the pound.” Very well.
They accept it.

Is he not at ease? Let me whisper in your ear—he is not worth two
pence in all the world! Is he clear? Oh no. He tries a little trading and puts
off the hour of payment, but again he has to call his creditors together
and confess—“I am sorry. I cannot manage the 10 shillings, but I will try
to scrape together two-and-sixpence—will you take that?” Yes, they will
take the half-crown. Is he out of his difficulties, now? No, he is not one
inch nearer, for he is not worth a penny! Again he summons his creditors
and tells them that he has made another mistake, but he could arrange to
pay sixpence. Is he at rest now? Not a bit, because he has not a penny
and he can no more pay sixpence in the pound than the whole 20 shil-
lings! He is absolutely a pauper.

What is the best thing for him to do? Why, to admit the truth and say,
“Here I am. I have no assets whatever. I am in debt over head and ears
and I have not a single penny to pay with. Do whatever you like with me.
Put me in prison if you like. Sell these bones and the rags which cover
them, but there is the truth, you cannot get anything out of me because I
have nothing.” Now, if the creditors give him a clear discharge, he is safe
and at rest—which he never was while he had even a sixpence to pay!
Now, you needy sinners, be wise and go to the Lord in that penniless style
and you shall have your debt forgiven. Remember the parable of the two
debtors and the Truth of God which it teaches—

“But let our debts be what they may,
However great or small,

As soon as we have nothing to pay,
Our Lord forgives us all.”

Assuredly, there is nothing like going to the bottom of a thing and know-
ing the worst of your case.

I have a friend who had a bad knee. Something ailed it, he could not
tell what. The doctors blistered, applied poultices and did a great deal to
it—and showed their skill by making bad, worse, but they assured him
that the knee was not out of joint but would come all right by outward
applications. Under such professional treatment the patient became quite
lame. At last he went to a renowned bone-setter and as soon as he saw
the joint, he said, “I tell you, Sir, your bone is out.” “Impossible,” he said,
“the doctors have never hinted at that.” “Yes, it is, or if it is not so, we will
make it so, and then set it right.” With a terrible pull the operator seemed
to drag the bone out of its place and then it flew back, again, into its
socket and my friend felt that all was right.

“Now,” said the bone-setter, “walk across the room.” And he did so at
once. There is nothing like knowing that the bone is out, for then it can be
set. But while we understate the mischief, we shall not find an effectual
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cure. Reckon on the worst and you will not be deceived! If there is some-
thing good about you and you begin trusting in it, that something good
will grow less and less, like the 20 shillings which came down to sixpence
and ended with nothing! But if you throw up all legal hope and say, “I am
a sinner. If I am saved it must be entirely through the mercy of God in Je-
sus Christ. I accept Christ to save me as a sinner’—that is a sure and
constant foundation to rest upon! Beware of the slippery belief that Christ
died for you as long as you are humble, or as long as you are this or that,
for, if you talk in that fashion, instead of trusting in Christ you are trust-
ing in your own humility, your own feelings—and there is no soundness in
your faith.

Often, Beloved, I feel that this way of coming to Christ, as a sinner, is
the only available one for me. I have preached the Gospel, not without zeal
for the Truth of God and have tried to consecrate my whole being to my
Lord’s service, but times out of mind I would not give a brass farthing for
all that I have done or felt or been! I am glad to sink the whole in oblivion
and come to Christ and say, “Save me, for I have sinned.” What I rejoice to
do, I feel sure that my Brethren have to do, also, and it will be your safety
to be so doing continually. Why, Brothers and Sisters, this doctrine must
be true because it glorifies Christ! If Christ comes to save men who meet
Him half way with their prayers and tears and beliefs and doings—and He
only saves them because of these things—then salvation is half of man
and half of Christ! But if it is that Jesus comes to save sinners and begins
a work in them when they are in their nakedness and filthiness and spiri-
tual death, oh, then, Free Grace does the more abound and the crown sits
securely on the royal head of Him who is anointed to be both a Prince and
a Savior—to give repentance as well as remission of sins!

I need to say, also, that the recognition of the Truth that Christ came
into the world to save men as sinners is essential to salvation. You ask
me, “How so?” I reply, “When a man comes before God simply as a sinner,
he is then upon the line of truth.” All the while he was claiming to be this
and that, which was good, he was on a false tack. But when he says,
“Lord, I have broken Your Law. I have done the things I ought not to have
done and have left undone the things that I ought to have done. And if I
am saved it must be by your Grace alone”—he is now speaking according
to truth. It is something to bring a sinner round to the truth. When he has
come to that, he will go further in the right direction. Do you not see that
line is doing homage to the Law of God, for he confesses that he has bro-
ken it and deserves punishment? Thus the man is already honoring the
Law of God in his heart—his salvation has begun!

Now he does honor to God, Himself, for he bows before the Most High
and begs for mercy. He is already saved from presumption! God must be
King and the man is willing that He should be, even though he, himself,
should be condemned! And now he reads that God’s salvation “comes to
the guilty,” and he cries, “I am guilty! I accept Your mercy.” That done, he
loves the Lord God for mercy received. Why, the man is being saved before
our eyes! He was the enemy of God, before, but now a sense of free mercy
causes him to love and fear the Lord! The next thing he says is, “Have 1
been so freely forgiven all my transgressions, not because of anything I
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was or felt or did, but out of free mercy? Then, Lord, I will strive to avoid
every sin if You will help me.”

See, his mind is becoming pure and by the operation of the same
blessed Truth of God upon him, he will ultimately be perfected and stand
complete before the Truth of God—and what do you think will be his
song? He will join with all the saints and sing, “We have washed our robes
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” There is nothing like Free
Grace to change the human heart! You may tell a man what he is and
what he ought to be, and he will remain unmoved. But tell him that God
meets him as a lost, guilty and condemned sinner and that simply be-
cause He will have mercy on whom He will have mercy, He blots out all
His sins and transgressions and accepts Him through Christ Jesus—why,
that makes the man’s heart leap within him for joy! And then he begins to
say, “Cleanse me, O God, from this hateful sin, for I love You because of
Your wondrous love to me.”

Thus Jesus Christ’s coming to save sinners makes the point of our be-
ing sinners a very essential one in the matter of our being saved from the
power of sin.

IV. I close by saying, let us, dear Friends, feel THAT IT WILL BE WISE
TO ACCEPT AT ONCE THE TEACHING OF THE TEXT. Let us, on the spot,
confess we are sinners! Whether you have been saved or not, come over,
again, to Jesus. Take with you words and say unto Him, “We have
sinned.” Confess your sinnership! Does it trouble you to do so? Have not
you abundant evidence of it? Do not confess it with your mouth, only, but
with your heart. Let me say sinners are very rare things—you cannot find
them dead or alive. If you go into a cemetery with an intelligent child, the
first question it will ask will be, “Papa, where do they bury the sinners?
These are all good people who are buried here.”

Living sinners are equally scarce. We are all surprisingly good and
though we say we are sinners, that is a part of our goodness, for it shows
how very humble we are. If we come to details and are questioned as to
our sins, how many turn out to be no more sinners than the beggars in
the street are really lame, or blind, or sick, or sore? Many who say, “Lord,
have mercy upon us miserable sinners,” do but sham their sinnership be-
fore God! Now, mark, there is nothing but sham salvation for sham sin-
ners! But you real sinners, you who have broken God’s Law and know it!
You who are ready to stand upon the drop of confession beneath the fatal
tree of Justice feeling that you could not say a word against Divine Justice
if you were now executed—come and welcome, for Jesus Christ came to
save such as you are! Confess your sins and when you have done so, rest
on the salvation provided in Christ Jesus!

At this moment I think I speak the language of every child of God when
I say the top and bottom, the beginning and the ending of all my hope lies
in this—that Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. I trust my-
self as a sinner with Him. The devil often tells me, “You are not this, and
you are not that,” and I feel bound to acknowledge that the accuser of the
Brethren makes terrible work with my spiritual finery so that I have to
abandon one ground of glorying after another. But I never knew the devil,
himself, dare to say, “You are not a sinner.” He knows I am and I know it,
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too! And as in due time Christ died for the ungodly, I rest in Him and I
am saved! If I can perish resting in Christ I must do so. But I will tell it
throughout the realms of Hell that I did trust in Christ and was lost. I will
publish it in the infernal dens that I trusted in Jesus with all my soul and
was confounded.

Will it ever be? No, never! For He has said, “Him that comes unto Me I
will in no wise cast out.” Poor Sinner, whoever you may be, surely this is a
very simple matter! But do not reject it because it is so simple. It is your
life! You shall find it your life at this very instant if you will trust my Lord.
Have you any doubt about your being a sinner? Then bid farewell to hope,
for Christ did not come to save you! But if you know you are a sinner, cast
yourself on Jesus right now, even now, just as you are! “Will He save me?”
Try it, Brother! Try it, Sister! Sink or swim, fling yourself upon Christ! Are
you still holding to your prayers or your tears, or somewhat of your own?
You will perish if you do! You must be disconnected with all grounds of
self-hope and self-trust or they will prove your ruin!

Now cut the cable! Let every rope go! Break the last thread and commit
yourself to the tide of Free Grace. You will never be a wreck if you do so.

Well does Dr. Watts put it—
“A guilty, weak, and helpless worm,
On Christ’s kind arms I fall!
Be You my strength and righteousness,
My Jesus and my All.””

“You have taken away from us, Sir, every hope we ever had, and you make
us out to be nothing but sinners.” Yes, that is what I want to do! I long to
make all things rock and reel under you till you feel that you have no
place for the sole of your feet—and so fall before my Master’s Cross! This
old house of yours which you have been patching up so often will fall
upon you before long. Its walls bulge, its roof drops, its timbers are rotten!
However much you try to prop it up, it will come down and destroy you!

I, as an architect, advise you to tear it all down! Clear every wall away,
stick and stone. Yes, and take out the very foundations, for every stone is
ruinous! Clear the ground of the whole concern. You complain that there
is a deep and ugly trench where the foundations used to be and I am glad
of it, for, behold, the Lord lays in Zion, for a foundation, a stone, elect,
precious, even Christ Jesus! And he that believes in Him shall never be
confounded. You must remove all the wood, hay and stubble, and build
with precious stones! None but Jesus, none but Jesus! Neither beam, nor
stone, nor pin, nor nail must be our own. We may not take from a thread
to a shoelace of self, but Christ must be first, last, midst and everywhere!

What do you say, fellow Sinners? Will you and I have Christ? I will,
whether you will or not! Come along. Do not draw back. Take what God
freely presents to you and from this day trust Jesus to be your Savior and
we will meet in Heaven! Amen.

Adapted from The C.H. Spurgeon Collection, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307.

12 WWW.SpUrgeongems.org Volume 24



Sermon #184 The New Park Street Pulpit 1

THE GLORIOUS GOSPEL
NO. 184

A SERMON DELIVERED ON SABBATH MORNING, MARCH 21, 1858,
BY THE REV. C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE MUSIC HALL, ROYAL SURREY GARDENS.

“This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.”
1 Timothy 1:185.

I SUPPOSE that the message delivered by God’s servants to the people
must always be called “the burden of the Lord.” When the old Prophets
came forth from their Master they had such dooms and threats and lam-
entations and woe to preach that their countenances were sorrowful and
their hearts heavy within them. They usually commenced their discourses
by announcing, “The burden of the Lord, the burden of the Lord.” But
now, our message is no heavy one. No threat and no thunders compose
the theme of the Gospel minister. All is mercy! Love is the sum and sub-
stance of our Gospel—love undeserved—Ilove to the very chief of sinners.

But it is still a burden to us. So far as the matter of our preaching is
concerned it is our joy and our delight to preach it. But if others feel as I
feel now they will all acknowledge it to be a hard matter to preach the
Gospel. For now I am sore vexed and my heart is troubled, not concerning
what I have to preach, but how I shall preach it. What if so good a mes-
sage should fail because of so ill an ambassador? What if my hearers
should reject this saying which is worthy of all acceptation because I may
announce it with lack of earnestness? Surely—surely such a supposition
is enough to draw the tears to the eyes of any man! But may God in His
mercy prevent a consummation so fearfully to be dreaded. And, however I
may now preach, may this Word of God commend itself to every man’s
conscience. And may many of you now gathered together who have never
as yet found Jesus for refuge, by the simple preaching of the Word now be
persuaded to come in, that you may taste and see that the Lord is good.

Our text is one that pride would never prompt a man to select. It is
quite impossible to flourish about it, it is so simple. Human nature is apt
to cry, “Well I cannot preach upon that text—it is too plain. There is no
mystery in it. I cannot show my learning—it is just a plain, common-sense
announcement—I scarcely would wish to take it, for it lowers the man,
however much it may exalt the Master.” So, expect nothing but the text
from me this morning and the simplest possible explanation of it.

We shall have two heads—first there is the text. Then there is a double
commendation appended to the text—“This is a faithful saying and worthy
of all acceptation.”
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I. First, there is THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE TEXT—“Jesus Christ
came into the world to save sinners.” In that there are three things very
prominent. There is the Savior, there is the sinner and there is the salva-
tion.

1. There is first of all, the Savior. And in explaining the Christian relig-
ion, this is where we must begin. The Person of the Savior is the founda-
tion-stone of our hope. Upon that Person depends the usefulness of our
Gospel. Should someone arise and preach a Savior who was man, he
would be unworthy of our hopes and the salvation preached would be in-
adequate to what we need. Should another preach salvation by an angel,
our sins are so heavy that an angelic atonement would have been insuffi-
cient. And therefore his Gospel totters to the ground. I repeat it—upon the
Person of the Savior rests the whole of the salvation. If he is not able, if he
is not commissioned to perform the work, then indeed, the work itself is
worthless to us and falls short of its design.

But, Brothers and Sisters, when we preach the Gospel, we need not
stop and stammer. We have to show you this day such a Savior that earth
and Heaven could not show his fellow. He is one so loving, so great, so
mighty and so well adapted to all our needs that it is evident enough that
He was prepared of old to meet our deepest wants. We know that Jesus
Christ who came into the world to save sinners was God. And that long
before His descent to this lower world He was adored by angels as the Son
of the Highest. When we preach the Savior to you, we tell you that al-
though Jesus Christ was the Son of Man, bone of our bone and flesh of
our flesh, yet was He eternally the Son of God and has in Himself all the
attributes which constitute perfect Godhead.

What more of a Savior can any man want than God? Is not He who
made the heavens able to purge the soul? If He of old stretched the cur-
tains of the skies and made the earth that man should dwell upon it, is
He not able to rescue a sinner from the destruction that is to come? When
we tell you He is God, we have at once declared His omnipotence and His
infinity. And when these two things work together, what can be impossi-
ble? Let God undertake a work, it cannot meet with failure. Let Him enter
into an enterprise and it is sure of its accomplishment. Because Christ
Jesus the Man was also Christ Jesus the God, in announcing the Savior
we have the fullest confidence that we are offering you something that is
worthy of all acceptation.

The name given to Christ suggests something concerning His Person.
He is called in our text, “Christ Jesus.” The two words mean, the
“Anointed Savior.” The Anointed Savior “came into the world to save sin-
ners.”

Pause here, my Soul and read this over again—He is the anointed Sav-
ior. God the Father from before all worlds anointed Christ to the office of a
Savior of men. And, therefore, when I behold my Redeemer coming from
Heaven to redeem man from sin, I note that He does not come unsent, or
not commissioned. He has His Father’s authority to back Him in His
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work. Hence, there are two immutable things whereon our soul may
rest—there is the Person of Christ, Divine in itself. There is the anointing
from on high, giving to Him the stamp of a commission received from Je-
hovah, His Father. O Sinner, what greater Savior do you want than He
whom God anointed? What more can you require than the eternal Son of
God to be your Ransom and the anointing of the Father to be the ratifica-
tion of the treaty?

Yet we have not fully described the Person of the Redeemer until we
have noted that He was man. We read that He came into the world—by
which coming into the world we do not understand His usual coming for
He often came into the world before. We read in Scripture, “I will go down
now and see whether they have done altogether according to the cry of it,
which is come unto Me. And if not, I will know.” In fact, He is always here.
The goings of God are to be seen in the sanctuary—both in Providence
and in nature they are to be seen most visibly. Does not God visit the
earth when He makes the tempest His chariot and rides upon the wings of
the wind?

But this visitation was different from all these. Christ came into the
world in the sense of the fullest and most complete union with human na-
ture. Oh, Sinner, when we preach a Divine Savior, perhaps the name of
God is so terrible to you that you can scarcely think the Savior is adapted
to you. But hear you again the old story. Although Christ was the Son of
God He left His highest Throne in Glory and stooped to the manger. There
He is, an infant of a span long. See, He grows from boyhood up to man-
hood and He comes forth into the world to preach and suffer! See Him as
He groans under the yoke of oppression. He is mocked and despised. His
visage is more marred than that of any other man and His form more than
the sons of men! See Him in the garden as He sweats drops of blood! See
Him in Pilate’s chamber in which He is scourged and His shoulders run
with gore!

On the bloody tree behold Him! See Him dying with agony too exquisite
to be imagined, much less to be described! Behold Him in the silent tomb!
See Him at last bursting the bonds of death and rising the third day and
afterwards ascending up on high, “leading captivity captive”! Sinner, you
have now the Savior before you, plainly manifested. He who was called Je-
sus of Nazareth, who died upon the Cross, who had His superscription
written, “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews”—this man was the Son of
God, the brightness of His Father’s glory and the express image of His Fa-
ther, “begotten by His Father before all worlds, begotten not made, being
of one substance with the Father.” He “thought it not robbery to be equal
with God, but made Himself of no reputation and took upon Him the form
of a servant and was made in the likeness of men and being found in
fashion as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient unto death,
even the death of the Cross.”

Oh, could I bring Him before you, could I now bring Him here to show
you His hands and His side! If you could now, like Thomas, put your fin-
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gers in the holes of the nails and thrust your hand into His side, me-
thinks you would not be faithless, but believing. This much I know, if
there is anything that can make men believe under the hand of God’s
most Holy Spirit, it is a true picture of the Person of Christ. Seeing is be-
lieving in His case. A true view of Christ, a right-looking at Him will most
assuredly beget faith in the soul. Oh, I doubt not if you knew our Master,
some of you who are now doubting and fearing and trembling, would say,
“Oh, I can trust Him. A Person so Divine and yet so human, ordained and
anointed of God must be worthy of my faith. I can trust Him. No, more—if
I had a hundred souls I could trust Him with them all. Or, if I stood ac-
countable for all the sins of all mankind and were myself the very reser-
voir and sink of this world’s infamy, I could trust Him even then—for such
a Savior must be able to save to the uttermost them that come unto God
by Him.” This, then, is the Person of the Savior.

2. Now, the second point is the sinner. If we had never heard this pas-
sage before, or any of similar import, I can suppose that the most breath-
less silence would reign over this place, if, for the first time, I should
commence to read them in your hearing, “This is a faithful saying and
worthy of all acceptation, that Jesus Christ came into the world to
save____.” I know how you would thrust forward your heads. I know how
you would put your hand against your ear and look as if you would hear
with the eye as well as with the ear to know for whom the Savior died.
Every heart would say, “wWhom did He come to save?” And if we had never
heard the message before, how would our hearts palpitate with fear lest
the character described should be one unto which it would be impossible
for us to attain!

Oh, how pleasant it is to hear again that one word which describes the
character of those Christ came to save—“He came into the world to save
sinners.” Monarch, there is here no distinction. Princes, He has not sin-
gled you out to be the objects of His love—but beggars and the poor shall
taste His Grace. You learned men, you masters of Israel, Christ does not
say He came specially to save you. The unlearned and illiterate peasant is
equally welcome to His Grace. Jew, with all your pedigree of honor, you
are not justified more than the Gentile. Men of Britain, with all your civili-
zation and your freedom, Christ does not say He came to save you—He
names not you as the distinguishing class who are the objects of His
love—no, and you that have good works and reckon yourselves saints
among men, He does not distinguish you, either.

The one simple title, large and broad as humanity itself, is simply
this—“Jesus Christ came into the world to save SINNERS.” Now, mark, we
are to understand this in a general sense when we read it—that all whom
Jesus came to save are sinners. But if any man asks, may I infer from this
that I am saved—we must then put another question to him. To begin
then, with the general sense—“Jesus Christ came into the world to save
sinners.” The men whom Christ came to save were by nature sinners,
nothing less and nothing more than sinners. I have often said that Christ
4 WWW.SpUIrgeongems.org Volume 4



Sermon #184 The Glorious Gospel 5
came into the world to save awakened sinners. It is quite true—so He did.
But those sinners were not awakened sinners when He came to save
them—they were nothing but “sinners dead in trespasses and sins” when
He came to them.

It is a common notion that we are to preach that Christ died to save
what are called sensible sinners. Now that is true—but they were not sen-
sible sinners when Christ died to save them. He makes them sensible or
feeling sinners as the effect of His death. Those He died for are described
without any adjective to diminish the breadth of it, as being sinners and
simply sinners, without any badge of merit or mark of goodness which
could distinguish them above their fellows. SINNERS! Now, the term in-
cludes some of all kinds of sinners. There are some men whose sins ap-
pear but little. Trained up religiously and educated in a moral way, they
do not dash into the deeps of sin. They are content to coast along the
shores of vice—they do not launch out into the depths. Now, Christ has
died for such as these, for many of these have been brought to know and
love Him. Let no man think, because he is a less sinner than others, that
therefore there is less hope for him.

Strange it is that some have often thought that! “If I had been a blas-
phemer,” says one, “or injurious, I could have had more hope. Though I
know I have sinned greatly in my own eyes yet so little have I erred in the
eye of the world that I can scarcely think myself included.” Oh, say not so!
It says, “Sinners.” If you can put yourself in that catalog, whether it is at
the top or at the bottom, you are still within it. And the truth still holds
good that those Jesus came to save were originally sinners and you being
such, you have no reason to believe that you are shut out.

Again—Christ died to save sinners of an opposite sort. We have some
men whom we dare not describe. It would be a shame to speak of the
things which are done by them in private. There have been men who have
invented vices of which the devil himself was ignorant until they invented
them. There have been men so bestial that the very dog was a more hon-
orable creature than they. We have heard of beings whose crimes have
been more diabolical, more detestable than any action ascribed even to
the devil himself. Yet my text does not shut out these. Have we not met
with blasphemers so profane that they could not speak without an oath?
Blasphemy, which at first was something terrible to them, has now be-
come so common that they would curse themselves before they said their
prayers and swear when they were singing God’s praises.

It has come to be part of their meat and drink, a thing so natural to
them that the very sinfulness of it does not shock them, they so continu-
ally do it. As for God’s Laws, they delight to know them for the mere sake
of breaking them. Tell them of a new vice and you will please them. They
have become like that Roman emperor whose parasites could never please
him better than by inventing some new crime—men who have gone head
over heels in the Stygian gulf of hellish sin—men who not content with
fouling their feet while walking through the mire have lifted up the trap—
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door with which we seal down depravity and have dived into the very ken-
nel—rebelling in the very filth of human iniquity. But there is nothing in
my text which can exclude even these. Many of these shall yet be washed
in the Savior’s blood and be made partakers of the Savior’s love.

Nor does this text make a distinction as to the age of sinners. I see
many among you here whose hairs if they were the color of your character
would be the very reverse of what they are. You have become white with-
out, but you are blackened all within with sin. You have added layer to
layer of crime. And now, if one were to dig down through the various de-
posits of numerous years he would discover stony relics of youthful sins
hidden down in the depths of your rocky hearts. Where once all was ten-
der, everything has become dry and hardened. You have gone far into sin.
If you were to be converted now, would it not, indeed, be a wonder of
Grace? For the old oak to be bent, oh, how difficult! Now that it has grown
so rugged and tough, can it be bent? Can the Great Husbandman train it?
Can He graft on so old and so rough a stem something that shall bring
forth heavenly fruit?

Ah, He can, for age is not mentioned in the text and many of the most
ancient of men have proved the love of Jesus in their latest years. “But,”
says one, “my sin has had peculiar aggravations connected with it. I have
sinned against light and against knowledge. I have trampled on a mother’s
prayers. I have despised a father’s tears. Warnings given to me have been
neglected. On my sick bed God Himself has rebuked me. My resolves have
been frequent and as frequently forgotten. As for my guilt, it is not to be
measured by any ordinary standard. My little crimes are greater than
other men’s deepest iniquities, for I have sinned against the light, against
the pricks of conscience and against everything that should have taught
me better.” Well, my Friend, I do not see that you are shut out here. My
text makes no distinction but just this—“SINNERS”!

And as far as my text is concerned there is no limit whatever—I must
deal with the text as it stands. And even for you I cannot consent to limit
it. It says, “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” There have
been men of your sort saved—why then, should you not be? There have
been the grossest blackguards and the vilest thieves and the most de-
bauched harlots saved. Then, why not you, even if you are such as they?
Sinners a hundred years old have been saved. We have instance on record
of such cases—then why not you? If from one of God’s instances we may
generally infer a rule and, moreover, we have His own Word to back us—
where lives the man who is so wickedly arrogant as to shut himself out—
and close the door of mercy in his own face? No, Beloved, the text says
“SINNERS.” And why should it not include you and me within its list? “Je-
sus Christ came into the world to save sinners.”

But I said, and I must return to it, if anyone wishes to make a particu-
lar application of the text to his own case—it is necessary he should read
this text in another way. Every man in this place must not infer that
Christ came to save him. Those whom Christ came to save were sinners.
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But Christ will not save all sinners. There are some sinners who un-
doubtedly will be lost because they reject Christ. They despise Him. They
will not repent. They choose their own self-righteousness. They do not
turn to Christ, they will have none of His ways and none of His love. For
such sinners, there is no promise of mercy, for there remains no other
way of salvation. Despise Christ and you despise your own mercy. Turn
away from Him and you have proved that in His blood there is no efficacy
for you. Despise Him and die doing so, die without giving your soul into
His hands and you have given a most awful proof that though the blood of
Christ was mighty, yet never was it applied to you, never was it sprinkled
on your heart to the taking away of your sins.

If, then, I want to know did Christ so die for me that I may now believe
in Him and feel myself to be a saved man, I must answer this question—
do I feel today that I am a sinner? Not, do I say so, as a compliment, but
do I feel it? In my inmost soul is that a Truth of God printed in great capi-
tals of burning fire—I am a sinner? Then, if it is so, Christ died for me. I
am included in His special purpose. The Covenant of Grace includes my
name in the ancient roll of eternal election. There my person is recorded
and I shall, without a doubt, be saved if now, feeling myself to be a sinner,
I cast myself upon that simple Truth of God, believing it and trusting in it
to be my sheet anchor in every time of trouble. Come, Brother and Sister,
are you not prepared to trust in Him? Are not many of you able to say that
you feel yourself sinners? Oh, I beseech you, whoever you are, believe this
great Truth of God which is worthy of all acceptation—Christ Jesus came
to save you. I know your doubts. I know your fears—for I have suffered
them myself. And the only way whereby I can keep my hopes alive is just
this—I am brought every day to the Cross. I believe that to my dying hour
I shall never have any hope but this—

“Nothing in my hands I bring;
Simply to Your Cross I cling.”

And my only reason at this hour for believing Jesus Christ is my Re-
deemer is just this—I know that [ am a sinner. This I feel and over this I
mourn. And though I mourn it much, when Satan tells me that I cannot
be the Lord’s, I draw from my very mourning the comfortable inference
that inasmuch as He has made me feel I am lost, He would not have done
this if He had not intended to save me. And inasmuch as He has given me
to see that I belong to that great class of characters whom He came to
save, | infer from that, beyond a doubt, that He will save me. Oh, can you
do the same, you sin-stricken, weary, sad and disappointed souls to
whom the world has become an empty thing? You weary spirits who have
gone your round of pleasure, now exhausted with satiety, or even with
disease, are longing to be rid of it—oh, you spirits that are looking for
something better than this mad world can ever give you here, I preach to
you the blessed Gospel of the blessed God—Jesus Christ the Son of God,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified—
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dead and buried and raised again the third day to save you—even you,
for He came into the world to save sinners!

3. And, now, very briefly, the third point—what is meant by saving sin-
ners? “Christ came to save sinners.” Brethren, if you want a picture to
show you what is meant by being saved, let me give it to you here. There
is a poor wretch who has lived many a year in the grossest sin—so indif-
ferent to sin has he become that the Ethiopian might sooner change his
skin than he could learn to do well. Drunkenness and vice and folly have
cast their iron net about him and he has become loathsome and unable to
escape from his loathsomeness. Do you see him? He is tottering onwards
to his ruin. From childhood to youth, from youth to manhood he has
sinned right on and now he is going towards his last days. The pit of Hell
is flaring across his path, flinging its frightful rays immediately before his
face and yet he sees it not. He still goes on in his wickedness, despising
God and hating his own salvation. Leave him there. A few years have gone
by and now hear another story.

Do you see that spirit yonder—foremost among the ranks most sweetly
singing the praises of God? Do you mark it robed in white, an emblem of
its purity? Do you see it as it casts its crown before the feet of Jesus and
acknowledges Him the Lord of all? Hark! Do you hear it as it sings the
sweetest song that ever charmed Paradise itself? Listen to it, its song is
this—

“I, the chief of sinners am,

But Jesus died for me.”
“Unto Him that loved me and washed me from my sins in His blood, unto
Him be glory and honor and majesty and power and dominion, world
without end.” And who is that whose song thus emulates the seraph’s
strains? The same person who a little while ago was so frightfully de-
praved, the selfsame man! But he has been washed, he has been sancti-
fied, he has been justified. If you ask me, then, what is meant by salva-
tion, I tell you that it reaches all the way from that poor, desperately fallen
piece of humanity, to that high-soaring spirit up yonder praising God.
That is what it is to be saved—to have our old thoughts made into new
ones, to have our old habits broken off and to have new habits given. To
have our old sins pardoned and to have righteousness imputed. To have
peace in the conscience, peace to man and peace with God. To have the
spotless robe of imputed righteousness cast about our loins and ourselves
healed and cleansed.

To be saved is to be rescued from the gulf of perdition. To be raised to
the Throne of Heaven. To be delivered from the wrath and curse and the
thunders of an angry God and brought to feel and taste the love, the ap-
proval and applause of Jehovah, our Father and our Friend! And all this
Christ gives to sinners. When I preach this simple Gospel, I have nothing
to do with those who will not call themselves sinners. If you must be can-
onized, if you claim a saintly perfection of your own, I have nothing to do
with you. My Gospel is to sinners and sinners alone. And the whole of this
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salvation, so broad and brilliant and unspeakably precious and everlast-
ingly secure, is addressed this day to the outcast, to the offscouring—in
one word, it is addressed to sinners.

Now, I think I have announced the truth of the text. Certainly, no man
can misunderstand me unless he does so intentionally—“Christ Jesus
came to save sinners.”

II. And now, I have but little to do, but yet I have the hardest work—
THE DOUBLE COMMENDATION of the text. First, “it is a faithful say-
ing”—that is a commendation to the doubter. Secondly, “it is worthy of all
acceptation”—that is a commendation to the careless—and to the anxious,
too.

1. First, “it is a faithful saying.” That is a commendation to the doubter.
Oh, the devil, as soon as he finds men under the sound of the Word of
God, slips along through the crowd and he whispers in one heart, “Don’t
believe it!” And in another, “Laugh at it!” And in another, “Away with it!”
And when he finds a person for whom the message was intended—one
who feels himself a sinner, he is generally doubly in earnest, that he may
not believe it at all. I know what Satan said to you, poor Friend, over
there. He said, “Don’t believe it—it’s too good to be true.” Let me answer
the devil by God’s own words—“This is a faithful saying.” It is good and it
is as true as it is good. It is too good to be true if God had not Himself said
it. But, inasmuch as He said it, it is not too good to be true. I will tell you
why you thinks it to too good to be true—it is because you measure God’s
corn by your own bushel. Please remember that His ways are not as your
ways, nor His thoughts as your thoughts. For as the heavens are high
above the earth, so are His ways high above your ways and His thoughts
above your thoughts.

Why, you think that if any man had offended you, you could not have
forgiven him. Yes, but God is not a man—He can forgive where you can-
not. And where you would take your brother by the throat, God would for-
give him seventy times seven. You do not know Jesus, or else you would
believe Him. We think that we are honoring God when we think great
thoughts of our sin. Let us recollect, that while we ought to think very
greatly of our own sin, we dishonor God if we think our sin greater than
His Grace. God’s Grace is infinitely greater than the greatest of our
crimes. There is but one exception that He has ever made and a penitent
cannot be included in that.

I beseech you, therefore, get better thoughts of Him. Think how good He
is and how great He is. And when you know this to be a true saying, I
hope you will thrust Satan away from you and not think it too good to be
true. I know what he will say to you next—“Well, if it is true, it is not true
of you—it is true to all the world, but not to you. Christ died to save sin-
ners. It is true you are a sinner, but you are not included in it.” Tell the
devil he is a liar to his face. There is no way of answering him except by
straight-forward language. We do not believe in the individuality of the ex-
istence of the devil, as Martin Luther did. When the devil came to him, he
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served him as he did other impostors—he turned him out of doors with a
good hard saying. Tell him on the authority of Christ Himself, that he is a
liar. Christ says He came to save sinners. The devil says He did not. He
says, virtually, He did not, for he declares that He did not come to save
you and you feel that you are a sinner. Tell him he is a liar and send him
about his business.

At any rate, never put Satan’s testimony in comparison with that of
Christ. Christ looks today on you from Calvary’s Cross with those same
dear tearful eyes that once wept over Jerusalem. He looks on you, my
Brother, my Sister, and says through these lips of mine, “I came into the
world to save sinners.” Sinner! Will you not believe on Him and trust your
soul in His hands? Will you not say—“Sweet Lord Jesus, You shall be our
confidence henceforth! For You all other hopes I resign, You are, You ever
shall be mine.” Come, poor timid one, I must endeavor to reassure you, by
repeating again this text—“Jesus Christ came into the world to save sin-
ners.” It is a true saying, I cannot have you reject it. You say you cannot
believe it? Let me ask you, “Do you not believe the Bible?” “Yes,” you say,
“every word of it.” Then, this is one word of it—“Jesus came into the world
to save sinners.” I charge you by your honesty—as you say, “I believe the
Bible,” believe this. There it stands. Do you believe Jesus Christ? Come,
answer me. Do you think He lies?

Would a God of Truth stoop to deceit? “No,” you say, “whatever God
says, I believe.” It is God that says it to you, then, in His own Book. He
died to save sinners. Come, once again—do you not believe facts? Did not
Jesus Christ rise from the dead? Does not that prove His Gospel to be au-
thentic? If, then, the Gospel is authentic, the whole of what Christ de-
clares to be the Gospel must be true. I charge you, as you believe His res-
urrection, believe that He died for sinners and cast yourself upon this
Truth. Once again—will you deny the testimony of all the saints in Heaven
and of all the saints on earth? Ask everyone of them and they will tell you
this is true—He died to save sinners. I, as one of the least of His servants,
must bear my testimony.

When Jesus came to save me, I tell you He found nothing good in me. I
know of a surety that there was nothing in me to recommend me to
Christ. And if He loved me, He loved me because He would do so. For
there was nothing loveable, nothing that He could desire in me. What I
am, | am by His Grace. He made me what I am. But a sinner He found me
at first and His own sovereign love was the only reason for His choice. Ask
all the people of God and they will all say the same.

But you say you are too great a sinner. Why, you are not greater than
some in Heaven already. You say that you are the greatest sinner that
ever lived. I say you are mistaken. The greatest sinner died some years
ago and went to Heaven. My text says so—“Of whom I am chief.” So, you
see, the chief one has been saved before you. And if the chief one has been
saved, why should you not be? There are the sinners standing in a line
and I see one starting out from the ranks and he says, “Make way, make
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way. I stand at the head of you, I am the chief of sinners. Give me the
lowest place. Let me take the lowest room.” “No,” cries another, “not you. I
am a greater sinner than you.” Then the Apostle Paul comes and says—“I
challenge you all, Manasseh and Magdalene, I challenge you. I will have
the lowest place. I was a blasphemer, a persecutor and injurious, but I
have obtained mercy, that in me, first, God might show His long-
suffering.”

Now, if Christ has saved the greatest sinner that ever lived, oh, Sinner,
great as you may be, you cannot be greater than the greatest and He is
able to save you. Oh, I beseech you by the myriads of witnesses around
the Throne and by the thousands of witnesses on earth, by Jesus Christ,
the Witness on Calvary, by the blood of sprinkling that is a witness even
now—by God Himself—and by His Word which is faithful, I beseech you,
believe this faithful saying, that “Jesus Christ came into the world to save
sinners.”

2. And, now, to close. The second commendation of the text is to the
careless and to the anxious, too. To the careless one this text is worthy of
all acceptation. Oh, Man, you scorn it. I saw you curl your lips in derision.
The story was badly told and therefore you did scorn it. You said in your
heart, “What is that to me? If this is what the man preaches, I care not to
hear it—if this is the Gospel, it is nothing.” Ah, Sir, it is something,
though you know it not. It is worthy of your acceptation—the thing I have
preached, however poor the way in which it is preached—is well worthy of
your attention. I care not what orator may lecture to you, he can never
have a subject greater than mine. Demosthenes himself might stand here,
or Cicero—they could never have a weightier subject.

Though a child should tell you of it, the subject might well excuse him,
for it is so important. Man, it is not your house that is in danger—it is not
your body, only—it is your soul. I beseech you, by eternity, by its dreadful
terrors, by the horrors of Hell, by that fearful word, “Eternity—Eternity,” I
beseech you as a man, your Brother, one who loves you and who desires
to snatch you from the burning—I beseech you do not despise your own
mercies. For this is worthy of you, Man, worthy of all your attention and
worthy of your heartiest acceptation. Are you wise? This is more worthy
than your wisdom. Are you rich? This is more worthy than all your
wealth. Are you famous? This is more worthy than all your honor. Are you
princely? This is more worthy than your ancestry, or than all your goodly
heritage. The thing I preach is the most worthy thing under Heaven be-
cause it will last when all things else fade away. It will stand by you when
you have to stand alone. In the hour of death it will plead for you when
you have to answer the summons of justice at God’s bar. And it shall be
your eternal consolation through never-ending ages. It is worthy of your
acceptation.

And, now, do you feel anxious? Is your heart sad? Do you say, “I desire
to be saved. Can I trust this Gospel? Is it strong enough to bear me? I am
an elephantine sinner—will not its pillars crumble like leaves beneath my
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weight of sin? I am the chief of sinners. Will its portals be wide enough to
receive me? My spirit is diseased with sin—can this medicine cure it?”
Yes, it is worthy of you—it is equal to your disease, it is equal to your
wants, it is all-sufficient for your demands. If I had a half-Gospel to
preach, or a defective one, I would not preach it earnestly. But I have one
that is worthy of all acceptation. “But Sir, I have been a thief, a whore-
monger, a drunkard.” It is worthy of you, for He came to save sinners and
you are one. “But, Sir, I have been a blasphemer.” It does not exclude
even you. It is worthy of your acceptation. But, mark, it is worthy of all
the acceptation you can give it. You may not only accept it in your head,
but in your heart. You may press it to your soul and call it all in all. You
may feed on it and live on it. And if you live for it and suffer for it and die
for it, it is worthy of all.

[ must let you go now. But my spirit feels as if it would linger here.
Strange it should be that many men should not care for their own souls,
when your minister this day cares for you. What matters it to me whether
men are lost or saved? Shall I be any the better for your salvation? Assur-
edly there is little gain there. And yet I feel more for you, many of you,
than you feel for yourselves! Oh, strange hardening of the heart, that a
man should not care for his own salvation—that he should, without a
thought—reject this most precious Truth of God. Stop, Sinner, stop—
before you turn from your own mercy. Stop, once more—perhaps this
shall be your last warning, or worse, it may be the last warning you shall
ever feel. You feel it now. Oh, I beseech you quench not the Spirit. Go not
forth from this place to talk with idle gossip on your way home. Go not
forth to forget what manner of man you are.

But hasten to your home—seek your chamber—shut the door. Fall on
your face by your bedside—confess your sin! Cry unto Jesus, tell Him you
are a wretch undone without His Sovereign Grace—tell Him you have
heard this morning that He came to save sinners and that the thought of
such a love as that has made you lay down the weapons of your rebellion.
Tell Him that you are desirous to be His. There—on your face—plead with
Him and say unto Him, “Lord save me, or I perish.”

The Lord bless you all for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Adapted from The C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307
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“This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.”
1 Timothy 1:15.

I SPOKE, yesterday, with a brother minister who had been a pastor in
America, and I asked him why he was so anxious to go back again where
the climate had so greatly tried him. He answered, “I love the people to
whom I preach.” “What sort of people are they?” I enquired. “Well,” he re-
plied, “they are a people who come together anxious to get good. They do
not try to find fault with me, but they seek to get all the good they can out
of the Gospel I preach.” “Well,” I said, “it is worth while crossing the ocean
to go to a congregation of that sort of people.” You know, dear Friends,
how it is with some people, as it was with one friend to whom I spoke last
Tuesday. God had blessed the Word to his soul and he was converted, but
he had been hearing me some time before and I said to him, “How was it,
do you think, that during those other years that you came here, you did
not find the Savior?” “Oh, Sir!” he answered, “I am afraid it was because I
came to hear you, and when I had been here and heard you, I was quite
satisfied. But when God taught me to come here to look for Christ, and to
seek eternal life, then I obtained the blessing.” Now, will you who are here,
tonight, especially you who are not saved, try to hear me in that fashion,
not noticing how I preach, because I do not care much about that, my-
self—and you need to care about it far less—but only to think what good
can be got out of it? Let each hearer ask himself, “Is there anything of sav-
ing benefit to my soul in what the preacher will say tonight?”

Now, this text contains the Gospel in brief, and yet I may say that it
contains the Gospel in full. If you get condensed notes of a sermon or a
speech, you often miss the very soul and marrow of it, but here you get all
the condensation possible, as if the great Truths of the Gospel were
pressed together by a hydraulic ram, and yet there is not a particle of it
left out. It is one of the “little Bibles,” as Luther used to call them—the
Gospel in a verse. The essence of the whole Bible is here— “This is a faith-
ful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.”

I. Now I am going to be short upon each point and, therefore, I shall at
once speak upon this first head. Here is OUR NAME, OR A BROAD WORD
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OF DESCRIPTION—“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”
One of the most important questions that can be asked by any man is
this, For whom is salvation meant? The answer we have is given by the
Holy Spirit in the Inspired Word of God—*“Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners.”

Jesus Christ came to save sinners of all sorts. So long as you can come
under the general description, “sinners,” it matters not what shape your
sin has taken. All men have, alike, sinned, and yet all have not sinned in
the same way. They have all wandered the downward road and yet each
one has gone a different way from all the rest. Christ Jesus came into the
world to save respectable sinners and disreputable sinners! He came into
the world to save proud sinners and despairing sinners! He came into the
world to save drunks, thieves, liars, whoremongers, adulterers, murderers
and such! Whatever sort of sin there is, this Word of God is wonderfully
comprehensive and sweeping—“Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners.”

A black lot, a horrible crew, they are, and Hell is their due reward, but
these are the people Jesus came to save. If there are any people in the
world who are not sinners, Jesus did not come to save them because such
people do not want a Savior. If there are any of you who venture to say
that you have never sinned, well then, you need not listen to me, for I
have nothing to say to you, nor has this Book of God, except to tell you
that you are under a grievous error and a great delusion! There can be no
mercy to a man who has committed no fault. Some time ago there was a
man incarcerated for life for an offense he never committed and, when it
was found out that he was not guilty, Her Majesty insulted him, I think,
by giving him “a free pardon.” Why, he had never committed the crime for
which he had suffered, poor Soul, and he had been a year, at least, in
confinement as a felon, though he was innocent! I think Her Majesty
should have begged his pardon and given him large compensation. Pardon
and mercy are not for innocent people—they are for the guilty! And the
Lord Jesus Christ, therefore, came into the world, not to save the inno-
cent, the righteous and the good—but to save sinners!

Notice, next, that Jesus came to save sinners without any other qualifi-
cation. There is a habit which some have of qualifying the word, sinner, as
we have it in the hymn—

“Come, humble sinner, in whose breast,”
and so on. I think the writer of that hymn put it—

“Come, trembling sinner, in whose breast
A thousand thoughts revolve.”

But when Jesus Christ invites sinners, He does it after this fashion,
“Come, sinners.” “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”
There is no adjective before the noun! There is no sort of qualification ex-
cept that they are sinners.

Christ Jesus came to save hardened sinners, for He softens the heart.
He came to save aggravated sinners, for He breaks the iron sinew of the
neck and subdues the stubborn will. He came to save sinners who have
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no good thing in them. “If you have any merit,” said one to another, “if you
have any good thing about you, it is like a drop of rose water in a sea of
filth.” But, truly, there is not even that one drop of rose water in our na-
ture—nor need there be in order that Christ may save us! He came to save
sinners—that is all Paul says. I dare not limit what is left unlimited. I dare
not qualify what is left unqualified. “Sinners”—that is all the Apostle says.
What? If they have no trace of goodness, no mark of anything excellent?
Yes. “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”

This means, also, that Christ Jesus came to save sinners in their pollu-
tion. Remember that sin is a very offensive thing. When conscience is
really awakened to discover the pollution of sin, it is seen to be exceed-
ingly sinful, a thing that is truly horrible. We are taught, in the Scrip-
tures, even to hate the garments spotted by the flesh—and there is such a
thing as a righteous indignation against sin. But the Lord Jesus Christ
has come into the world to save the polluted, to save those against whom
virtue gives her vote, to save those whom society expels! What a wonderful
thing “society” is, itself rotten to the core very often and yet, if there hap-
pens to be a poor woman who has gone astray, “society” cries, “Put her
out! Drive the wretched creature away from us.” I have known one such
turned out of hotel after hotel. They could not bear their righteous selves
to come anywhere near to one who had in the least degree broken the
laws of society!

But it was not so with Christ. Notwithstanding all His sense of the hor-
ror of sin—and it is much greater than our sense of it, for His mind is
sensitive because of its supreme purity—yet, notwithstanding that, He
came into the world to save sinners! And with sinners He mixed, even with
publicans and harlots! With sinners He sat at meat. With sinners He lived.
With sinners He died! He made His grave with the wicked. He entered
Paradise with a thiefl And today, those who sing the new song in Heaven
confess that they were sinners, for they say, “You were slain, and have re-
deemed us to God by Your blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and
people, and nation.” Yes, notwithstanding the pollution of sin, Christ
came to save sinners!

He came, also, to save sinners under the curse. Sin is a cursed thing.
God has never blessed sin and He never will do so. Though sin may seem
to flourish, for a time, the blight of the Almighty is upon it—the breath of
the great Judge of All will wither up everything that grows of evil. He can-
not bear it—His fire shall burn, even to the lowest Hell, against all iniq-
uity! And yet, though you are under the curse, Jesus Christ came into the
world to save the accursed sinner by taking the curse upon Himself, and
Himself hanging on the tree of the curse, and bearing the curse for us,
that we might be saved! Do you feel the curse of God in your spirit, to-
night? Does it seem to dry up all the springs of your life? Then remember,
notwithstanding that, “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”

Once more, Christ came to save sinners without strength. Sin brings
death. Wherever sin reigns, the power to do good dies out. “Can the
Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? Then may you, also,
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do good that are accustomed to do evil.” But when you are without
strength, ah, even without strength to believe on Him—without strength
to feel your sin, without strength to feel even a desire to be better—even
then it is true that “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” 1
know He did, for the first good desires are His gift. The first prayers are
His own breath. The first sigh under the burden of sin is His own work.
Jesus does it alll He came into the world to save us. “When we were yet
without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly,” those in whom
there could not be any trace of goodness—“the ungodly”—those who were
without God and without hope in the world. It is for such that Jesus
Christ came into the world. I do not know how to set this gate open wider.
I will take it right off its hinges and I will pull up post and bar and all and
defy the very devils of Hell to come and shut this City of Refuge against
any soul, here, that is a sinner! If you have sinned, behold, the voice of
Everlasting Love speaks aloud to you, tonight, these words, “This is a
faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners.”

II. I must not dwell long on any one word in our text, so I pass to an-
other. In the second place, here is OUR NEED, OR A WIDE WORD OF
SALVATION. We poor sinners need saving and, “Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners.”

Jesus came to save. He did not come to condemn us. When God came
down upon earth, it might have been thought that He must have come to
condemn, for when He came down to look at the tower of Babel, and saw
the sin of the world, He scattered the sinners upon the face of all the
earth. Now, it might be thought that if He came on earth, He would be
shocked and horrified by a personal investigation of sin and then would
say, “I will destroy the world.” But Jesus said, “The Son of Man is not
come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them.” “God sent not His Son into
the world to condemn the world; but that the world, through Him, might
be saved.” If you get condemnation out of the Gospel, you put the con-
demnation into it yourselves! It is not the Gospel, but your rejection of it,
that will condemn you. Therefore, I pray God that you may never put from
you the Word of God and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, as
they did to whom Paul and Barnabas preached at Antioch.

But, next, Christ did NOT come into the world to help us to save our-
selves. He came to save us—not to set us on our legs and say, “Now you
do so much, and I will do the rest.” No, He came to save us! From top to
bottom salvation is all of Grace, and all the gift of God by Jesus Christ. He
did not come into the world, I say, to make us salvable, but to save us—
nor to put us in the way of somehow or other meriting salvation! He came,
Himself, to be the Savior and to save sinners. Cannot you see that you,
who have been trying to spin a robe of righteousness, got all that you did
in the day unraveled before night? You who have been knitting part of a
garment to cover your nakedness, put your knitting needles down, and
take what Christ has finished! Come, you who have been working hard,
like prisoners on a treadmill, trying to get to Heaven that way, you will
4 WWW.SpUrgeongems.org Volume 39



Sermon #2300 The Whole Gospel in a Single Verse 5
never do it! See another ladder, like that which Jacob saw of old, that
reaches from Heaven to earth, and from earth to Heaven, and may God
enable you to climb to Him that way, but not by a way of your own! Jesus
did not come to help us to save ourselves.

And He did not come to save us in part, that we might do the rest. It
takes a long time to make some men know this. I know numbers of Chris-
tian people who still have one foot on the rock, and the other foot on the
sand. There is a certain, or rather, uncertain doctrine that always makes
people feel unsafe. It is that you must not say that you are saved, but that
if you hold on your way, and keep on the right road, then, perhaps, when
you come to die, you may begin to hope that you are saved. I would not
give two pence for such a Gospel as that! We need salvation given to us
outright and given to us forever—and this is what Christ does give us
when we come and trust in Him. “He that believes on Him is not con-
demned.” He is saved, then and there, by the act of God. “He who has be-
gun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.” He
did not come to save us in part.

And the Lord Jesus Christ has not come to make us content to be
unsaved. | have sometimes heard people talk to the unconverted like this,
“Now, you must wait. You must wait. You cannot do anything, therefore,
sit still and wait until something happens to you.” That is not the Gospel!
The Gospel is, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you shall be saved.”
Read the Bible through and learn what God has revealed there. Lay aside
your own system and notion. You will not find that the Lord Jesus Christ
said to the man at Bethesda, “Now, lie at the pool till the angel comes and
stirs it.” That is old Judaism that does that! But Jesus said, “Rise, take up
your bed, and walk.” When Jesus speaks to sinners like that, they will
rise and take up their beds and walk!

Somebody says, “But you, poor minister that you are, cannot tell men
to take up their beds and walk—and make them do it.” Yes, we can, when
our Master speaks through us, and when we deliver the Lord’s message in
faith, resting on the power of the Holy Spirit! We can still be used by the
Lord to work miracles. The dry bones are made to hear the voice of the
Lord’s servant when the Holy Spirit goes with the voice and they are

quickened by Divine power—
“The Gospel bids the dead revive,
Sinners obey the voice and live!
Dry bones are raised, and clothed afresh,
And hearts of stone are turned to flesh!”

Again, I say, Jesus did not come to make sinners contented to be lost, or
to sit down and wait as if salvation did not concern them. No, He came to
save sinners.

Well, what does it mean, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners? It means that He came to save them from the punishment of their
sin. Their sin shall not be laid to their charge so that they shall be con-
demned for it. That is one thing. He came, also, to save them from the pol-
lution of their sin, so that, though their mind has been debased, and their
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taste degraded, and their conscience deadened by sin, He came to take
that evil away and give them a tender heart, a hatred of sin, a love for ho-
liness and a desire for purity. But Jesus came to do more than that. He
came to take away our tendencies to sin, tendencies which are born in us
and grow with us. He came, by His Spirit, to eradicate them, to pluck
them up by the roots, to put within us another principle which shall fight
with the old principle of sin and overcome it—till Christ, alone, shall reign,
and every thought shall be brought into captivity to Him. He came to save
His people from apostasy. He came into the world to save sinners by keep-
ing them faithful to the end so that they shall not go back unto perdi-
tion—

“Yes, I to the end shall endure,

As sure as the earnest is given.

More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirits in Heaven.”

A very important part of the work of Grace is this. To start a man right
is but little, but to keep that man holding on, even to the end—this is a
triumph of Almighty Grace, and this is what Christ has come to do! Jesus
came into the world, not to half save you, not to save you in this direction
or that, and in this light or that, but to save you from your sin, to save
you from an angry temper, to save you from pride, to save you from strong
drink, to save you from covetousness, to save you from every evil thing—
and to present you faultless before the Presence of His Glory with exceed-
ing joy! This is a grand word, “Christ Jesus came into the word to save
sinners.” Oh, that you might believe it! I pray God that out of this congre-
gation, which is wonderfully large for such a night, and yet small com-
pared with our usual number on a Thursday evening, there may be very
many who will say, “Yes, I believe that Jesus came to save sinners and I
trust Him to save me.” You will be saved the moment that you do that, for
faith is the mark of His salvation, the proof that He has saved youl!

III. But now, thirdly, there is a name here. We have had our own name,
sinners. Now here is HIS NAME, OR A GLORIOUS WORD OF HONOR—
“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” Christ Jesus! Not an
angel, not the best of men, but Christ Jesus!

“Christ” means, as you know, Anointed, that is, God sent Him, anointed
by His own Spirit, prepared, fitted, qualified and endowed for the work of
saving. Jesus comes not without an anointing from God! He is not an
amateur Savior, come on His own account, without any commission or
authority, but God has anointed Him in order that He may save sinners.
When He went into the synagogue at Nazareth on the Sabbath, He applied
to Himself the words of the Prophet Elijah, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon
Me, because He has anointed Me to preach the Gospel to the poor; He has
sent Me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives,
and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,
to preach the acceptable year of the Lord.”

The other part of His name is “Jesus,” that is, Savior. He has come,
therefore, to be the Anointed Savior, commissioned to be a Savior, and if
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He is not a Savior, (I say it with all reverence), He is nothing! He came into
the world to save and if He does not save, He has missed His mark! He
laid His heavenly Glories down to take this still higher Glory, that He
might be the Savior of sinners. The angels sang concerning Him, “Glory to
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” And the
angel of the Lord said to Joseph—“You shall call His name, Jesus, for He
shall save His people from their sins.” Beloved, notice this—the Savior of
sinners is not the Virgin Mary—saints are not saviors, but, “God so loved
the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners, “very God of very God,” the Creator of all things,
sustaining all things by the word of His power. He came into the world, to
Bethlehem’s manger and afterwards to Calvary’s Cross, with this as His
one business—that He might save sinners! Is He not able to save? Is He
not just the Savior that we need? God and yet Man in one Person! He is
able to sympathize because He is Man, and He is able to save because He
is God! Blessed God-Man, Jesus Christ, only You are able to save me!

I cannot dwell longer on that part of my theme, but I wish that you who
are seeking salvation would let your thoughts dwell upon it until you have
truly trusted Him as your Savior.

IV. The fourth thing in the text is HIS DEED, OR A SURE WORD OF
FACT. “Christ Jesus came into the world.” We have not to look to what He
will do to save sinners, for He has done it!

He came into the world. He existed long before He came out of Heaven
into this world. He was in the beginning with God and He came here. You
and I began our existence here, but He existed from the beginning! In the
Glory of the Father and in the fullness of time He came into the world. He
came willingly. It is put so in our text—“Christ Jesus came into the
world.” There is a kind of voluntariness evident in the words. He was sent,

for He is the Christ, the Messiah, but He came of His own free will—
“Down from the shining seats above,
With joyful haste He fled.”
He came into the world. I say, again, the salvation of sinners is not a thing
to be accomplished in the future. If God had promised it, we might trust
as Abraham did, when He saw Christ’s day afar off and was glad, but Je-
sus has come—He has been here—God Almighty has been here in human
form, dwelling among men! He came into the world to save sinners.

He came into the world so far that He knew the world’s griefs and bore
them, the world’s penalty, the world’s shame and reproach, the world’s
sickness and the world’s death. He came into the world, into the very cen-
ter and heart of this ungodly world, and there He dwelt, “holy, harmless,
and undefiled.”

Christ Jesus came into the world and when He came here, it was such
a wonderful coming that He stayed here. Some 33 years He was here and
all that while He was still seeking to save sinners. During the last three
years He went about doing good, always hunting up sinners—and at the
end of His service for sinners He stretched out His hands and feet, and
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yielded up Himself to die for sinners. He breathed out His very soul for
sinners. “Who His own Self bore our sins in His own body on the tree.”

I do not feel that I have any need to find any words of mine to try to
garnish this Gospel of the Glory of the Blessed God. It is the greatest
theme on which a man ever spoke! It needs no oratory to set it forth! The
story, itself, is marvelous, “the old, old story of Jesus and His love.” God
could not in justice pass over human sin without an atonement, but He
made the Atonement, Himself! Jesus, who is One with the Father, came
here and offered Himself as a Sacrifice that He might save sinners.

Now, if He does not save sinners, His coming here is a failure. Do you
believe, can you imagine, that Christ’s coming into the world could be a
failure? In my very soul I believe that all He meant to accomplish by His
coming here He will accomplish—that no man shall ever be able to point
to any failure in this grandest of Divine enterprises! There is no failure in
Creation—there will be no failure in Providence! And when the whole story
is ended, there will be no failure in this great work of Redemption! “Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners,” and sinners shall be saved.
Will you be among them, my dear Hearer? Why should you not be among
them?

V. Once more. We have here, in the fifth place, OUR ACCEPTANCE, OR
A WORD OF PERSONALITY. The Apostle says, “Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.” I am not going to dispute
with the Apostle and yet, if he were here, I should be a little dubious as to
his right to the title of, “chief of sinners,” and I would ask him whether, if
he were chief, I was not the next. I suppose that there are many here who
would say, “Paul sinned no more grievously than we did before our con-
version.” I remember, in preaching once, I said that if I ever got to Heaven,
those lines would be true of me—

“Then loudest of the crowd I’ll sing,
While Heaven’s resounding mansions ring,
With shouts of Sovereign Grace.”

When I had done preaching, a lady met me in the aisle and she said,
“You made one mistake in your sermon.” “Oh, dear Heart!” I replied, “I
daresay I made twenty.” She said, “But the one you made was this. You
said that you would sing the loudest when you got to Heaven—but you
will not. When I get there, I shall owe more to the Grace of God than you
will—you have not been such a sinner as I have been.” Well, I found all
the other saints around us were of a mind to contest about which should
praise God most because of the great things He had done for them in sav-
ing their souls! Ralph Erskine wrote a hymn about the contention among
the birds of paradise as to which should praise God best, and he de-
scribes the different kinds of people in Heaven all vying with each other in
magnifying the name of the Lord who had redeemed them! But that is not
my theme just now.

When we come and appropriate this sinner’s Savior, we do it, first, by a
confession. “Lord, I am a sinner. I know it. | mourn over it. I confess to
You that I have broken Your righteous Law.” Then there follows, on that
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confession, a sense of humiliation. Did Jesus come into the world to save
me? Then | am a greater sinner than I thought I was, first, that I should
need the Son of God to save me and, next, that I should sin against love
SO0 amazing, so surprising, as to rebel against One who would come into
the world to save me! The more we appreciate Christ’s saving sinners, the
more we depreciate ourselves. He who has a great Savior will feel himself
to be a great sinner. And he who has the best and clearest view of Christ
is the man who will say, “Of whom—namely, of the saved sinners—I am
chief.”

Now, this appropriation of Christ, which began with confession and
went on to deep self-humiliation, flowers into faith, because, notice, the
Apostle says, “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I
am chief.” Though he says that he is chief of them, yet he means, also, “I
am one of those He came to save.” “Of whom I am chief.” “Oh, yes, | am
one of those he came to save!” Faith enables the soul to say that. My dear
Friends, I do trust that, by the Grace of God, many of you will say that,
tonight. “Lord Jesus, I trust in You. Of the multitude that You did come to
save, who are described as sinners, [ am one.”

This appropriation of Christ by faith will go on to open confession of
Him. The Apostle confesses that, while he was the chief of sinners, yet
Christ died for him, and you will be led to make that confession. I hope
that you will do it as our friends are going to do it tonight—by obedience
to Christ’s Law in Baptism, as He bids you, “He that believes and is bap-
tized, shall be saved.”

One thing I notice about my text which greatly delights me. Paul says,
“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.”
No, no, Paul, that expression will not do! Why, my dear Man, you are a
scholar, and yet you have made a mistake in the tense of the verb! It is
not sum, “I am,” but fui, “I was.” “No, no,” says Paul, “never bring your
Latin in here. My Greek expression is, ‘I am chief.” “What? After being
saved, after being forgiven, still are you chief of sinners?” “Yes,” he says,
“it is s0.” And it is possible for a man to be not a whit behind the very
chief of the Apostles and yet to feel that, in putting his whole life together,
he has to take his place among the sinners, yes, at the head of them, as
the chief of sinners!

I think I told you that I once tried the plan, which some of our Brothers
and Sisters try, of praying to God as a saint. Why, I have seen some of our
Brethren, when they have had a Sunday out, with their best go-to-meeting
clothes on, talk about their being perfect, and they looked exactly like the
peacock I saw with his tail spread out, strutting along so grandly! Well, I
rather liked the look of that fine show—there was something very beauti-
ful in it—so [ tried it, myself, once. I went to God in prayer boasting about
my virtues, my attainments, my growth in His Grace and my service for
Him. I think that I have as good a right to do that as anybody else has. I
have served God with all my might and I have laid everything at His feet.
But when I tried to pray that way, I knocked at the gate and nobody came!
I knocked again, but nobody came. There is a little wicket, you know, that
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they open, just to look out to see who is there. So they asked, “Who is that
knocking?” I answered, “Oh, it is a saint! It is one who has grown in Grace
until he is perfectly sanctified, one who has preached the Gospel for many
years.”

They just shut the gate at once—they did not know anything about me
in that capacity! So I stood there and got nothing. At last, broken-hearted
and full of grief, I knocked again with all my might, and when they asked,
“Who is there?” I said, “Here is a poor sinner who has often come to Christ
in that capacity, and has taken Him to be his whole righteousness and
salvation, and he has come, again, just as he used to come.” “Ah!” they
said, “it is you, is it? We have known you for many years! You are always
welcome.” I found that I had access to my God when I said, “I am the chief
of sinners. I am still a sinner.”

Well, now, putting myself in that position where I always must be and
always hope to be, I would say to any sinner here, whoever yon may be,
come, Friend, come along with me to the Cross! One says, “But I cannot
go with you. You have been a minister of the Gospel these 30 years and
more.” My dear Friend, I am still a poor sinner and I have to look to Christ
every day as I did at the very first. Come along with me! Come along with
me! It is many, many years since, on a snowy morning, I looked to Him
and was lightened. I wish that, this snowy night, some soul here would
look to Him and live!

I had much more to say, but the time has gone, so I just leave you with
my text, “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” It is a blessed
proverb, an Apostolic proverbial saying—but it is a true saying—“It is a
faithful saying.” Everybody who has tried it has found it true! It is worthy
of the acceptation of you all, and it is worthy of all the acceptation that
any one of you can give to it. You may come and trust your soul on it for
time and for eternity! You may come with all your burden of sin upon your
shoulders. You may come with all your need of feeling, with all your hard-
ness of heart and just take as your Savior this Jesus Christ who came
into the world to save sinners! Only trust Him and when you have trusted
Him, you have done much more than you dream. Some people think that
there is nothing in faith, but God is pleased with it and, “without faith it is
impossible to please God.” If God is pleased with it, there is a great deal
more in it than some imagine! That faith contains within itself a future life
of holiness! It is the one acorn out of which countless forests will yet grow!

Believe! May the Lord help you to believe in Jesus immediately! Ere you
leave this place, trust Him! Trust Him wholly. He came to save sinners.
Let Him save you! It is His business—it is not yours. Leave yourself in His
hands and He will save you, to the praise of the glory of His Grace.

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON.
1 TIMOTHY 1:1-17.

Verse 1. Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ by the commandment of God
our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ, which is our hope. Christ is our hope. We
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have not a shadow of a hope apart from Him. I remember, when on the
Continent, seeing on a cross the words, “Spes unica,” the unique, the only
hope of man—and that is true of the Cross of Christ, and of Christ who
suffered on it. He is our hope!

2. Unto Timothy, my own son in the faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from
God our Father and Jesus Christ our Lord. Notice the Apostle’s triple salu-
tation, “Grace, mercy, and peace.” Whenever Paul writes to a Church, he
wishes “Grace and peace.” But to a minister he wishes, “grace, mercy, and
peace.” Ah, we need mercy more than the average of Christians! We have
greater responsibilities and, consequently, might more readily fall into
greater sin—so to a minister Paul’s salutation is, “Grace, mercy, and
peace.”

3, 4. As I besought you to abide still at Ephesus, when I went into Mace-
donia, that you might charge some that they teach no other doctrine, neither
give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which minister questions,
rather than godly edifying which is in faith: so do. You see, the Apostle, in
his day, had to contend against those who ran away from the simplicity of
the Gospel into all manner of fables and inventions. Such, in our day, are
the doctrine of evolution, the doctrine of the universal fatherhood of God,
the doctrine of post-mortem salvation, the doctrine of the final restitution
of all men, and all sorts of fables and falsehoods which men have in-
vented!

5-7. Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure heart, and
of a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned: from, which some having
swerved have turned aside unto vain jangling; desiring to be teachers of the
Law; understanding neither what they say, nor of which they affirm. There
were some who put the Law of God into its wrong place. They made it a
way of salvation—which it never was meant to be, and never can be. It is a
way of conviction! It is an instrument of humbling! It shows us the evil of
sin, but it never takes sin away.

8. But we know that the Law is good, if a man uses it lawfully. In its
own place it has its own uses, and these are most important.

9-13. Knowing this, that the Law is not made for a righteous man, but
for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy
and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for man-
slayers, for whoremongers, for them that defile themselves with mankind,
for men-stealers, for liars, for perjured persons, and if there is any other
thing that is contrary to sound doctrine; according to the glorious Gospel of
the blessed God, which was committed to my trust. And I thank Christ Je-
sus our Lord, who has enabled me, for that He counted me faithful, putting
me into the ministry; who was before a blasphemer. Paul must have writ-
ten this verse with many tears. What a wonder of Divine Grace it was that
he should be put into the sacred ministry, to bear testimony for Christ,
when he had been, before, a blasphemer!

13. And a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy because I did
it ignorantly in unbelief. He almost thought that if he had done all this will-
fully, he might not have been forgiven, but he felt that, here, God spied
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out the only extenuating circumstance, namely, that he was mistaken—*“I
did it ignorantly, in unbelief.”

14, 15. And the Grace of our Lord was exceedingly abundant with faith
and love which is in Christ Jesus. This is a faithful saying, and worthy of
all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of
whom I am, chief. He spoke from his heart, from deep experience. This,
indeed, was, to him, the glorious Gospel of the blessed God that had
saved him, the very chief of sinners! He could, therefore, with confidence
commend it to others as worthy of all acceptation.

16. Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ
might show forth all long-suffering, for a pattern to them which should
hereafter believe on Him to life everlasting. The case of Paul is not a singu-
lar one—it is the pattern one. If there are any here who feel that they have
sinned like Saul of Tarsus, they may be forgiven like Paul the Apostle! He
is a pattern to all who should thereafter believe in Christ to life everlast-
ing! Just as we often see things cut out in brown paper and sold as pat-
terns, so is the Apostle Paul the pattern convert! What God did for him,
He can do for thousands of others.

17. Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be
honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. Paul could not help this outburst
of praise! He must put in a doxology. When he remembered his own con-
version and pardon, and his being entrusted with the ministry of the Gos-
pel, he was obliged to put down his pen and lift up his voice in grateful
thanksgiving to God. So may it be with us as we remember what great
things the Lord has done for us!

Adapted from The C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307

12 WWW.Spurgeongems.org Volume 39



Sermon #3089 Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit 1

A SERMON ON A GRAND OLD TEXT
NO. 3089

A SERMON
PUBLISHED ON THURSDAY, APRIL 23, 1908.

DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.”
1 Timothy 1:15.

[Other Sermons by Mr. Spurgeon, upon the same text, are as follows—Sermon #184,
Volume 4—THE GLORIOUS GOSPEL; #1345, Volume 23—FOR WHOM IS
THE GOSPEL MEANT?; #1416, Volume 24—THE FAITHFUL SAYING; #1837,
Volume 31—A GREAT GOSPEL FOR GREAT SINNERS and #2300,
Volume 39—THE WHOLE GOSPEL IN A SINGLE VERSE—
Read/download the entire sermons, free of charge, at http:/ /www.spurgeongems.org.]

YOU will observe that Paul wrote this verse immediately after he had
given a little outline of his own personal history. He had, he said, been “a
blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious.” And then he added this
priceless Gospel verse, as if he inferred it from God’s Grace to him, as
well as received it by Inspiration, “This is a faithful saying and worthy of
all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of
whom I am chief.” It was an experimental text, then, one which the
Apostle fetched out of the deeps of his own soul, as divers bring pearls
from the ocean bed. He dipped his pen into his own heart when he wrote
these words. No preaching or teaching can equal that which is
experimental. If we would impress the Gospel upon others, we must have
first received it ourselves. Vainly do you attempt to guide a child in the
pathway which you have never trodden, or to speak to adults of benefits
of Divine Grace which you have never enjoyed. Happy is that preacher
who can truly say he speaks what he does know and testifies what he
has seen.

The testimony of Paul is peculiarly forcible because he was a very
straightforward man. Before his conversion, he was second to none in
opposing the Gospel. He was a downright man who never did anything by
halves. As the old Saxon proverb puts it, “It was neck or nothing with
him.” He threw his whole nature into anything which he espoused and it
must have been indeed a mighty inward force which led him to speed
forward so eagerly in the directly opposite way to that which he had
pursued with enthusiasm throughout the early part of his life! He was an
honest man, a man to whom it was impossible either to lie or to be
neutral. He was truthful, sincere, outspoken, wearing his heart upon his
sleeve and carrying his soul in his open hand. When we hear him say, at
the outcome of his own personal experience, that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners, we may be sure that he believed it with his
whole being—and we may receive his testimony as one which he lived to
prove and died to seal with his blood! Never had a fact a better witness—
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he lost all for its sake and counted that loss his greatest gain! Hear his
words, for he speaks to you from the ground which received his blood—
his blood speaks better things than that of Abel, and it cries with a voice
no less loud and clear!

The text, as we find it, is like a picture surrounded with a goodly
border. We sometimes see paintings of the old masters in which the
bordering is as full of art as the picture itself. We might safely say as
much of our text. We will look at its framework first. Here it is—“This is a
faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation.” When we have carefully
considered that, we will study the great masterpiece itself, meditating
upon the matchless saying, “Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners; of whom I am chief.” When we have noticed the preface and the
saying, you will then allow me to preach a short sermon upon it.

I. First, then, THE FRAMEWORK. Paul says, “it is a saying.”

When we declare a sentence to be a saying, we mean that it is
commonly spoken and usually said, so that everybody knows it—it is
town talk—“familiar in our mouths as household words.” Those who like
harder words, explain that this is an axiom, a Christian axiom—a self-
evident Truth of God, a thing which nobody who is a Christian doubts at
all. But I will keep to our own version and add that I greatly wish that
our text were more truly a saying among all Christian people at this day.
That Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners is a Truth of God
which we all believe, but do we all talk about it so frequently as to make
it, in very deed, a saying? Do you think that our servants, who have lived
for months in our houses, would in their gossips say, “It was one of my
master’s sayings, that Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners”?
I will even ask—Do you think that if a person attended our places of
worship for years, he would be able to say conscientiously, “Why, it was
our minister’s ordinary saying! It was quite a proverb with him—he was
always repeating that Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners”?
Yet a sentence cannot he called “a saying” until it is often said. It does
not get into the category of sayings and is not called by that name unless
it is a matter of ordinary common talk!

I gather, then, from this, that Christian people ought to talk more
about the Gospel than they do, and a great deal more about that primary
and elementary Truth of the Gospel, the coming of Jesus Christ into the
world to save the guilty. Believers ought so often to speak of it that it
should be currently reported, among even ungodly people, as one of our
common phrases and stock speeches. I would like them to be able to
taunt us with it as a main part of our conversation. It would even be a
good sign if they complained that we wearied them with it! Let them say,
Why, they are always harping on that string! Even their children lisp it!
Their young men boast of it, and their matrons and their sires affirm it
and add their solemn seal thereunto, as if it were the sheet-anchor of
their lives!” O you who know the wondrous story, talk of the Gospel by
the way! Talk of it when you sit in your houses! Speak of it at your work!
Tell it to those who pass you in the street or in the fields! Make the world
hear it! Make society ring with it! If there is a new saying, though it is but
a jest, men report it and every newspaper finds a corner for it. Are we to
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be silent about this oldest and yet newest saying? Men rejoice in bon
mots, and yet this is the best of words! We have the really good news—let
us publish it, let us popularize the Gospel and compel men to know what
it is! If before some men we are less communicative upon the more
mysterious Truths of God because we fear to cast pearls before swine, yet
let this simple Truth, since Scripture calls it “a saying,” be spoken again
and again and again till it shall be confessed to be a common word
among us!

Now Paul did not merely write “it is a saying,” but, “it is a faithful
saying,” a saying worthy of faith, a saying full of the Truth of God, a
saying about which no doubts may be entertained, a sure and certain
saying, “that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” Many
sayings in the world had been much better left unsaid. There are
proverbs which pass current among us as gold, which are spurious metal
and no man can tell the mischief which an untruthful proverb may work.
But this is a saying fraught with unmingled benefit—it is pure Truth of
God, a leaf of the Tree of Life sent for the healing of the nations! Some
matters which were important years ago are now worn out. Times have
changed and circumstances have altered—and things are not now what
they were to our forefathers. But this is a faithful saying because it is as
practically true today as when, 1800 years ago the Apostle wrote it to the
beloved Timothy. This is still a saying full of blessing to the nations, “that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” Like the sun, it shines
with the same golden light as in the ages past and, blessed be God, it will
still shine when you and I have gone to our rest! And if this crazy world
holds out another thousand years, or even fifty thousand, the Light of
the Gospel will not have grown dim! This coin of Heaven will not have lost
its image or its superscription when time shall be no more—it is of God’s
minting and will outlast the world—“Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners.” Ah, you heard it when you were a boy and you did not
think much of it. Your years are now many and your life has almost run
its course and you are still unsaved! But thank God that now, in your old
age, we have the same Truth of God to tell to you, though you rejected it
in your boyhood, and it is quite as certain now as then that “Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” To the eleventh hour this
precious sentence abides sure. May none of you despise it or doubt it,
but each one of you prove it to be God’s own word of salvation!

Our Apostle, however, adds yet another word—this saying “is worthy
of all acceptation.” 1 think he meant two things. It is worthy of all the
acceptation anyone can give it and it is worthy of the acceptation of all
men. Some sayings are not worth accepting—the sooner you have done
with them and forgotten them, the better for you. But this saying you
may receive as the Word of God and, having received it as Truth to other
men, it will be a happy circumstance if you receive it as Truth to
yourself, for it will be a blessed day to you when you appropriate it as
your own! “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” If I, feeling
myself a sinner, infer that Jesus came to save me, I may without any fear
rest assured that I am accepting a Truth of God, for, believing in Jesus, I

Volume 54 WWW.SpUrgeongems.org 3



4 A Sermon on a Grand Old Text Sermon #3089

may safely rejoice that He came to save me. You may receive this Truth
not only into your ear—it is worthy of that acceptation, or into the
memory—it is worthy of that acceptation, but you may receive it into
your inmost heart—it is worthiest of all of that acceptation! And receiving
it, you may lay upon it all the stress of your soul’s interests for the past,
the present and the future, for time and for eternity! You may accept it as
being the mainstay, the prop and pillar of your confidence, for it is
worthy of all the acceptation that you or any other man can possibly give
to it!

It is worthy, we have said, of the acceptation of all mankind. The
richest, the greatest, the most learned, the most innocent, the most
pure—speaking after the manner of men—these may accept it—it is
worthy of their acceptation. In the sight of God they are still guilty and
need that Christ should save them. And, on the other hand, the lowest,
the most ignorant, the most groveling, depraved, debauched, abandoned,
helpless, hopeless, lost castaways may receive it, for it is true to them—
emphatically to them—for Jesus Christ came into the world to save just
such offenders as they are! If I stood in Cheapside tomorrow and any
man out of the crowd should come to me and ask, “Is that sentence,
‘Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners,” worth my believing
and accepting?” I would not hesitate, but, without knowing who spoke to
me, I would reply, “Yes.” If he stopped his carriage and came to me, or if
he took his hand off the costermonger’s barrow, or left his shoe-blacking
box, or came with his rags about him, or if he had escaped from the
prison omnibus—it would not matter who he was—I might safely assure
him that this saying is worthy of his acceptation! It is not a stoop for a
king or a saint to receive it, and yet it meets the level of the poorest and
the worst of characters. It is worthy of everybody’s acceptance!

Beloved Friends, no one can ever rightly accuse us of making too
much of the Gospel. However earnest we may be, we can never be too
earnest—and however diligent to spread it, we can never be too diligent—
for it is a Gospel worthy of every man’s acceptance and, therefore, worthy
of every Christian’s publication! Spread it! Let the winds bear it, let every
wave proclaim it! Write it everywhere, that every eye may see it! Sound it
in all places, that every ear may hear it! Simple are the words and to
some men their meaning is despised as almost childish, but it is the
great Power of God! “A mere platitude,” they say, yet it is a platitude
which has made Heaven ring with sacred mirth, a platitude which will
make earth’s deserts blossom like a rose, a platitude which has turned
many a man’s Hell into Heaven and his densest darkness into the
brightness of Glory! Ring out that note again, “Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners”! It is worthy of angelic trumpets, it is worthy of
the orator’s loftiest speech and of the philosopher’s most profound
thought! It is worthy of every Christian’s publication, as surely as it is of
the acceptance of every human being. God help us never to undervalue
it, but to prize it beyond all price! There is the frame of the picture—the
basket of silver which holds the apples of gold!

II. Our meditation now turns to THE SAYING ITSELF—“Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners.” Very briefly and simply I will open
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up this passage as if none of us had, up to now, understood it. May the
Holy Spirit instruct us!

Here is, first, a Person coming—a Divine Person—Christ Jesus the
anointed Savior. The Son of God, the Second Person of the ever-blessed
Trinity, became the Savior of sinners. “Very God of very God” was He. He
created the earth and upon His shoulders the pillars thereof still lean.
Yes, He who was personally offended by human sin—He, Himself,
deigned to become the Savior of men. Weigh this and marvel and adore!

Next, you have the deed He did—He “came into the world.” He was
born a Baby in Bethlehem. It was thus He came into the world. “The
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.” Thirty years and more He
lived in the world, sharing to the full its poverty and toil. He was a
working Man, He wore the common garb of labor. He worked, He
hungered, He thirsted, He was sick, He was weary. He, in all these
senses, came into the world and became Man among men—bone of our
bone and flesh of our flesh. As it was a sinful world, He was vexed with
the transgressions of those about Him. As it was a suffering world, He
bore our sickness. As it was a dying world, He died—and as it was a
guilty world, He died the death of the guilty, suffering in their place the
wrath of God!

Mark well the objective for which He came—He came “to save.” He
came into this world because men were lost, that He might find them and
save them. They were guilty and He saved them by putting Himself into
their place, and bearing the consequences of their guilt. They were foul
and He saved them by coming into the world and giving His Holy Spirit,
through whose agency they might be made new creatures and so might
have pure and holy desires, and escape the corruption which is in the
world through lust. He came to sinners to take them just where they are
at Hell’s dark door, to cleanse them in His precious blood and fit them to
dwell with Himself in eternal Glory, as saved souls forever!

This is all wonderful. Angels marvel at it, so may we! But the most
wonderful fact of all is that He came into the world to save sinners—not
the righteous, but the ungodly! Remember His own words, “I came not to
call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” The physician comes to
heal the sick—the Savior comes to save the lost! The attempt to save
those who are not lost would be a ridiculous superfluity. To die to pardon
those who are not guilty would be a gross absurdity. It is a work of
supererogation to set free those who are not in bonds. Christ came not to
perform an unnecessary deed. If you are not guilty, the Savior will not
save you! If you are not a sinner, you have no part in Christ. If you can
say, “I have kept the Law from my youth up and am not a transgressor,”
then we have no Gospel blessings to set before you. If you were blind, the
Lord Jesus would open your eyes, but as you say, “We see,” your sin
remains. If you are guilty, the text is full of comfort for you—it drops with
honey like a honeycomb—“Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners.”

Lest there should be any mistake, Paul added these words, “of whom I
am chief,” or, “of whom I am first.” And Calvin warns us against

Volume 54 WWW.SpUrgeongems.org 5



6 A Sermon on a Grand Old Text Sermon #3089

supposing that the Apostle labored under a mistake or uttered an
exaggeration. Paul was an Inspired man writing Inspired Scripture and
he spoke the Truth of God. He was, in some respects, the chief of
sinners. He went very, very far into sin. It is true that he did it ignorantly
in unbelief, but then, unbelief is, in itself, the greatest of all sins. It is an
atrocious thing for a man to be an unbeliever—it is a damning sin, what
if I say the damning sin? We have heard of a man who had committed a
violent assault, who, before the magistrate, pleaded that he was drunk.
Now, it is sometimes the case that magistrates admit this as an
extenuating circumstance, but the magistrate on that occasion was a
sensible man and, therefore, he said, “Very well, then, I give you a month
for the assault, and I fine you forty shillings for being drunk. That is
another offense and it cannot diminish your guilt.” So is it with unbelief.
Though, from one point of view, it might be looked upon as a mitigating
circumstance yet, from another, it is really an increase of sin and Paul
regarded it as such. And, therefore, he believed himself to be the chief of
sinners. Yet he declares that Christ Jesus came to save him! Now, if a
great creature can pass through a certain door, a smaller creature can. If
a bridge is strong enough to bear an elephant, it will certainly bear a
mouse. If the greatest sinner who ever lived has entered into Heaven by
the bridge of the atoning Sacrifice of Christ, no man who has ever lived
may say, “My sin is beyond forgiveness.” Today no mortal has a just
pretence to perish in despair. Some of you continue to despair, but you
have no grounds for such a feeling, for this is the good news which is
preached to you, that Jesus Christ has come to call the guilty, the lost
and the ruined to Himself—and to save the vilest of them with a great
salvation!

III. Thus we have looked at the setting of the text and at the text itself.
Now for A BRIEF SERMON upon it.

Our short homily shall begin with the doctrine of the text—and we will
handle it negatively. Notice that our text does not say that Jesus Christ
has come to compliment, to encourage or to foster the independent spirit
of righteous men. It is not written that He has come to tell us that
human nature is not so bad as some think it to be, or that He has come
to commend those who are self-reliant and intend to fight their own way
to Heaven. There is not a word of the kind and, what is more, there is not
a word like it in the entire Book of God! There is no encouragement in
Holy Scripture to the man who depends upon himself for salvation, or
who imagines or conceives that eternal life can spring out of his own
loins, or can be worked out by anything that he can do—and yet our
human nature loves to do something to save itself.

I do not know that I ever felt my blood boil so with indignation, nor my
heart melt so much with pity, as when I went to see the Santa Scala, at
Rome—the holy staircase up which our Lord is said to have been brought
by Pilate. On those very stairs, Martin Luther was crawling on his knees,
trying to find pardon for his sins, when the text came to him, “The just
shall live by faith.” I stood at the foot of those marble stairs. They are
very high and they are covered with wood, lest the knees of the faithful
should wear them out—and this wood has been worn away three
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different times by the kneelers. I saw men, women and children—little
children, too, and aged women—going up from step to step upon their
knees to find their way to Heaven. On the first step there is a little hole in
the wood so that the worshippers may kiss the marble—and they all
kissed it and touched it with their foreheads. The middle and top step are
favored in the same manner. It was an awful reflection to me to think
that those poor creatures really believed that every step their knees knelt
on there were so many days less of “purgatory” for them—that every time
they went up the stairs there were so many hundreds of days of
deliverance from the punishment of their sins! Oh, if they could but have
understood this text, “This is a faithful saying and worthy of all
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners”—that
men are not saved by crawling on their hands and knees, or by penances
and self-inflicted misery—what a blessing it would have been to them!
And how they would have turned with scorn from these infamous
impostures with which priests seek to mislead and destroy the souls of
men! No, the Scripture does not say that Jesus came to encourage the
righteous and to help those who are their own saviors.

Note, again, that it does not say in the text that Jesus Christ came to
help sinners to save themselves. There is a Gospel preached which is
very much like that—but it is not the Gospel of Christ. The poor man
who was wounded on the road to Jericho was found by the Samaritan
half-dead. Now the Samaritan did not say to him, “I want you to come
part of the way to me in this business.” But he went where he was lying
wounded and half-dead and poured the oil and wine into his wounds,
bound up the gashes, took him and set him on his own beast, carried
him to the inn and did not even ask him to pay the reckoning, but said to
the host, “If there is anything more, I will pay you.” If there were anything
more to be done for sinners, Jesus would do it, for He would never let
them have a share of the work of salvation! The sinner’s business is to
take the finished work of Christ, to give up all his own doings and let
Him who came from Heaven to save, do the saving which He came to do!
It is not ours to interfere, but to let Jesus do His own work!

Another thought demands expression. The text does not say that
Christ came to half-save sinners, intending, when He had completed half
the work, to leave them to themselves. There is a motion abroad that
men may be saved and yet may fall from Grace—that they may have
eternal life, but it is eternal life of an odd kind, for it may die out! They
may be pardoned and yet punished! They may be children of God and yet
become children of the devill Members of Christ’s body and yet be cut off
and joined to Satan! Blessed be God, it is not so written in this precious
Book! Jesus does not begin the saving work and leave it unfinished!
When He once puts His hand to it, He will go through with it! His
wonderful salvation shall be completed—none shall say that He began,
but was not able to finish. Glory be to His name, Jesus Christ came into
the world to save sinners from top to bottom! He will be the Alpha and
the Omega, He will be the beginning and the end to all who trust Him!
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One other reflection here. Christ, the real Savior, came into the world
to save real sinners. When Luther was under a bitter sense of sin, he
said, “Oh, but my guilt is so great I cannot believe that Christ can save
me!” But one who was helping him much said to him, “If you were only
the semblance of a sinner, then Christ would only be the semblance of a
Savior. But if you are a real sinner, then you should rejoice that a real
Savior has come to save you.” If we meet with a man who says, “Yes, [ am
a sinner, I know I am a sinner, but I do not know that I ever did much
amiss. I have always been honest and correct,” such a person has a
name to be a sinner and no more. He is a sham sinner and a sham
savior would suit him well. But for another who confesses that he has
been a grievous transgressor, there is a real Savior. Rejoice, O you guilty
ones, that the Christ of God, Himself, really came, with real blood and
presented a real Atonement to take away real sins, such as theft,
drunkenness, swearing, uncleanness, Sabbath-breaking, lying, murder
and things I need not mention lest the cheek of modesty should blush!
Even these can be blotted out by the real Savior who has come to save
the chief of sinners from suffering what is due to their sins! Oh, that we
could ring this great Gospel bell till the hills and valleys were filled with
its music! May the Lord open men’s ears and hearts that those who hear
the glad tidings may accept the Savior who has come to save them!

My little sermon has dealt with the doctrine of the text, now it must
treat of the differences from the text which are these. First, it is a great
and a difficult thing to save a sinner, for the Son of God must come into
the world to do it. It could not have been accomplished by any other
except Jesus Christ—He Himself must leave the Throne of Heaven for the
manger of earth and lay aside His Glories to suffer, bleed and die. If soul-
saving is so great and difficult a work, let the Lord Jesus have all the
Glory of it now that it is accomplished! Let us never put the crown on the
wrong head, or neglect to honor the Lord who bought us so dearly. Unto
the Lamb of God be honor and Glory, forever and ever! Amen.

And next, it must be a good thing to save a sinner, since Jesus would
not have come from Heaven to earth on an ill errand. It must be a great
blessing to a sinner to be saved. Dear Brothers and Sisters, this ought to
lead all of us to consecrate ourselves to be willing instruments in the
hand of Christ in endeavoring to rescue the fallen. That work which filled
the Savior’s heart and hands is noble work for us. It were worth living for
and worth dying for to be the instruments in the Spirit’s hands of
bringing souls into a state of Grace! Think much of the blessed service
which Jesus allots you, though it is but to teach an infant class in the
Sunday school, or a few poor men and women whom you visit from
house to house, or a group of sorry idlers at a local lodging house—mind
not the degradation of the people, for to save them from sin is a work
which God, Himself, did not disdain to undertake.

Another inference I draw is that if Jesus came from Heaven to earth to
save sinners, depend upon it, He can do it. If He has come into the world
and bled and died to be a Savior, He can do it. The price He paid is
enough to redeem us—the blood He shed suffices to cleanse us. If there
is any man here who feels himself very foul and filthy, let him look up to
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Christ at the right hand of the Father and dare to say in his soul, “He
can save even me. He is exalted on high to give repentance and remission
of sins and He is able to save to the uttermost them that come unto God
by Him. He must be able to save me.” O Soul, if you can say that, and
venture your soul on it, there is no risk in it. Your faith shall save you
and you may go in peace, for he who can rely upon Christ shall not find
the Savior fail the faith which He, Himself, has worked in the soul!

These are the inferences, then, which I gather from the text. And I
shall close by an enquiry, which my text very naturally raises in my
mind, and suggests to you. If Jesus came to save sinners, has He saved
me? Has He saved you?

Has He saved me? I dare not speak with any hesitation here—I know
He has! Many years ago, I understood by faith the plan of salvation.
Hearing it simply preached, I looked to Jesus and lived, and I am looking
to Him now. I know His Word is true and I am saved! My evidence that I
am saved does not lie in the fact that I preach, or that I do this or that.
All my hope lies in this—that Jesus Christ came to save sinners. I am a
sinner, I trust Him, He came to save me, I am saved. I live habitually in
the enjoyment of this blessed fact and it is long since I have doubted the
truth of it, for I have His own Word to sustain my faith.

Now, Beloved, can you say, if not positively, yet with some measure of
confidence, “Yes”—

“All my trust on Him is stayed,
All my help from Him I bring”?

Ah, then, you are favored, you are very favored. Be happy, for God has
highly blessed you. You ought to be as merry as the days are long in
June! A man who can say, “Christ has saved me,” has bells enough
inside his heart to ring marriage peals forever! Oh, be glad, be very glad,
for you have the best inheritance in the world and if temporal matters
are not quite as you would wish them to be, do not become discontented,
but solace yourself with the fact that the Lord has saved you with a great
salvation!

But are you compelled to answer, “No, I do not think that Christ has
saved me”? Then I will ask you another question—May it not be, before
this day is finished, that you shall be able to say, “He has saved me”?
Look at the matter. It is written that He came to save sinners. Is that
your name or not? Spell it over. Are you a sinner? I have distinguished
between a sham sinner and a real sinner. Do you confess that you are
guilty? Then Jesus came to save such as you are. There is a passage of
Scripture which says, “He that believes on Him is not condemned.” You
know what to believe is—it is to trust, to rely upon. Now Soul, if you rely
upon Christ Jesus, sinner as you are, you are a saved sinner. If you do
lean on Him, you are this moment saved, at this instant forgiven!

“Oh, but I, I__” ah, you want to crawl up that Roman staircase, do
you? That is what you want, you are anxious to go up and down those
steps. “No,” you say, “I am not quite as foolish as that.” But, indeed, if
you are trying to be saved by your own works, you are quite as foolish!
You make a Pilate’s staircase for yourself and toil up and down its steps.
“Oh but, Sir,” you say, “I must be something, I must feel something.” Yes,
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yes, it is that staircase again, always that staircase! Now the Gospel is
not that staircase, nor yet your feelings, nor yet your works—its voice is,
“He that believes on Him is not condemned.” “Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ and you shall be saved!” You smile at the folly of Romanists and
yet Popery, in some form or other, is the natural religion of every
unconverted man! We all want to do the crawling and penance in some
shape or another. We are so proud that we will not accept Heaven for
nothing. We want to pay, or do something or other, forgetting that, “if a
man would give all the substance of his house for love, it would utterly
be contemned.” The one only plan of salvation is “Believe and live”—
trust, rest, depend upon, rely upon Jesus!

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON:
2 CHRONICLES 33:1-19.

Verses 1, 2. Manasseh [Manasseh is the subject of the following sermons by Mr.
Spurgeon—#105, Volume 2—MANASSEH; #2378, Volume 40—PARDON FOR THE GREATEST GUILT
and #2385, Volume 40—ANOTHER LESSON FROM MANASSEH’S LIFE—Read/download the entire

sermons, free of charge, at http://www.spurgeongems.org.] WAs twelve years old when he
began to reign, and he reigned fifty and five years in Jerusalem: but did
that which was evil in the sight of the Lord. Yet who could have had a
better father than Manasseh had? He was given to Hezekiah during those
15 years which God graciously added to that good king’s life. Manasseh
was, therefore, doubtless carefully trained and looked upon as being one
who would maintain God’s worship and the honor of his father’s name.
But Grace does not run in the blood—and the best of parents may have
the worst of children. Thus Manasseh, though he was the son of
Hezekiah, “did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord.”

2. Like unto the abominations of the heathen, whom the LORD had cast
out before the children of Israel. It often happens that when the sons of
good men become bad, they are among the worst of men. They who
pervert a good example generally run headlong to destruction.

3. For he built again the high places which Hezekiah, his father, had
broken down, and he reared up altars for Baalim, and made groves, and
worshipped all the hosts of heaven, and served them. One form of idolatry
was not enough for him—he must have all forms of it, even rearing altars
to Baal and making the stars also to be his gods!

4. Also he built altars in the house of the LORD, whereof the LORD had
said, In Jerusalem shall My name be forever. Manasseh was worse than
an ordinary idolater, for he polluted the very place which was dedicated
to the service of the only living and true God!

5, 6. And he built altars for all the hosts of heaven in the two courts of
the house of the LORD. And he caused his children to pass through the fire
in the valley of the son of Hinnom. Perhaps he gave some of them actually
to be burned in honor of his false gods. But if not, some of his children
were made to pass through the fire and were thus dedicated to the idol
deities.

6. Also he observed times, and used enchantments, and used
witchcraft, and dealt with a familiar spirit, and with wizards: he worked
much evil in the sight of the LORD, to provoke Him to anger. You cannot
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imagine, I think, a worse character than this Manasseh was! He seems to
have raked the foulest kennels of superstition to find all manner of
abominations. Like false-hearted Saul, he had dealings with a familiar
spirit. He had entered into a covenant with Satan himself, and made a
league with Hell, and yet, marvel of Grace, this very Manasseh was saved
and is now singing the new song before the Throne of God in Glory!

7-9. And he set a carved image, the idol which he had made, in the
house of God, of which God had said to David and to Solomon, his son, In
this house, and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen before all the tribes of
Israel, will I put My name forever: neither will I anymore remove the foot of
Israel from out of the land which I have appointed for your fathers; so that
they will take heed to do all that I have commanded them, according to the
whole Law and the statutes and the ordinances by the hand of Moses. So
Manasseh made Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to err, and to do
worse than the heathen, whom the LORD had destroyed before the
children of Israel. You see, dear Friends, that he was not only a monster
in iniquity, himself, but he led a whole nation astray! Some people who,
under the gracious rule of his father, Hezekiah, had kept the Passover in
so joyous a manner, now, under this false son of so good a father, turned
aside.

10. And the LORD spoke to Manasseh, and to his people: but they
would not hearken. This was all that was necessary to fill up the measure
of his guilt. He and his people were warned of God, but they would not
listen.

11. Therefore—Since words were not sufficient, and God intended to
save him, he came to blows! “Therefore”—

11. The LORD brought upon them the captains of the host of the king of
Assyria, which took Manasseh among the thorns, and bound him with
fetters, and carried him to Babylon. They very likely chastened him with
thorns, for the kings of Babylon were very cruel. And it may be that when
his back was lacerated by thorny scourges, he was put in prison with
heavy fetters upon him.

12, 13. And when he was in affliction, he besought the LORD his God,
and humbled himself greatly before the God of his fathers, and prayed
unto Him: and He was entreated of him, and heard his supplication, and
brought him again to Jerusalem into his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew
that the LORD, He was God. There surely can be no person in this
assembly who can say that he has sinned worse than Manasseh did. He
seems to have gone as far as any human being could go and yet, you see,
when he humbled himself before the Lord and lifted up his heart in
supplication, God forgave his sin, and restored him to his former position
in Jerusalem.

14. Now after this he built a wall outside the city of David, on the west
side of Gihon in the valley, even to the entering in at the fish gate, and
compassed about Ophel, and raised it up a very great height, and put
captains of war in all the fenced cities of Judah. This is not of very much
importance, but what else did he do?
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16. And he took away the strange gods. When Divine Grace comes into
any man’s heart, there is sure to be a change in his actions. Manasseh
“took away the strange gods.”

16. And the idol out of the house of the LORD, and all the altars that he
had built in the mount of the house of the LORD, and in Jerusalem, and
cast them out of the city. Sins which were before so pleasing to him, are
now abominations in his sight—and he flings them over the city wall like
unclean things! In the very valley of the Son of Hinnom where he had
dedicated his sons to idols, he now consumes his idol gods as foul and
offensive things, to be cast away with all the refuse of the city!

16. And he repaired the altar of the LORD, and sacrificed thereon peace
offerings and thank offerings, and commanded Judah to serve the LORD
God of Israel. It was not possible for him to undo all the evil which he
had worked, as he soon found out.

17. Nevertheless the people did sacrifice still in the high places, yet
unto the lord their God only. The work of reformation is slow—you can
lead men to sin as rapidly as you like, that is downhill work—but to get
them to toil with you uphill toward the right is not so easy.

18, 19. Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh, and his prayer unto his
God and the words of the Seers that spoke to him in the name of the LORD
God of Israel, behold, they are written in the book of the kings of Israel.
His prayer also, and how God was entreated of him, and all his sins, and
his trespass, and the places wherein he built high places, and set up
groves and engraved images before he was humbled; behold, they are
written among the sayings of the Seers. So we must remember that all the
deeds that we have done, both good and evil, are written in God’s Book of
Remembrance.

—Adapted from The C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307

PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST.
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THE CHIEF OF SINNERS
NO. 530

A SERMON DELIVERED
BY THE REV. C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“Sinners; of whom I am chief.”
1 Timothy 1:15.

WHO among all the Scriptural writers can compare with Paul in the
fullness of his testimony to the Grace of God? Upon the Doctrines of
Grace, upon the experience of Divine Grace, upon everything that has to
do with the exceeding abundant Grace of God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, Paul is the mighty master and the great teacher. If it were right to
look at him from an exclusively human point of view and speak of his gen-
ius rather than his inspiration, I might say of him that so mighty, so clear,
so eloquent a teacher of the Truth of God has never existed since the days
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Though Augustine was a particularly bright star and Calvin in after
generations rivaled, if he did not even excel Augustine, Paul far excels
both in the brilliance with which he exhibits every quality of Grace and
Grace in everything that has a good quality. Or, to use another figure,
Paul towers aloft above them all in the great mountain range, lofty though
full many of their summits are. One reason for his clearness about Divine
Grace was that he was himself a very pattern and model of its power. In
him God had expressly, as much as in any other man, and perhaps more,
shown forth the super-abundant power of His love in passing by trans-
gression, iniquity and sin—and in making the very man who had been a
ringleader of mischief, to become the leader of the hosts of the Lord.

Paul calls himself in our text the chief of sinners. It is possible that he
literally exceeded every other sinner, dared more and sunk deeper in
crime than any of his fellows among the sons of men. If so, let no man
that lives despair of mercy. If the gate of Heaven is wide enough for the
chief of sinners to go through, then there must in that respect be room
enough for those who must be less than the chief, who, though very great,
yet cannot be quite so great as he. I say, though I hardly think so, that it
is just possible that, taking certain circumstances into consideration, Paul
really was in such sense the very chief of sinners. And yet I hardly think
so, because he himself, in another place, calls himself less than the least
of all saints, which was the modest apprehension of one who in another
place affirmed that he was not a whit behind the very chief of the Apos-
tles.

Might it not, then, rather have been that his deep view of his own sin-
fulness and his clear sense of his guilt made him consider himself to be
the chief of sinners, though, probably, there have been tens of thousands
even greater than he? Tonight my business is to find out the chiefs of sin-

Volume 9 WWW.SpUrgeongems.org |
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ners and endeavor to describe them. And then, to enquire how it is that so
often the very chiefs of sinners are saved.

I. First, dear Friends, as Saul hunted out Believers, I have, tonight, TO
TRY AND HUNT OUT THE CHIEFS OF SINNERS. Now who are they? They
come under various characters and may be classified in different lists. We
will begin with those who directly oppose themselves to God and to His
Christ. These are chiefs among sinners. Paul did join their ranks. He set
himself determinately against the name of Christ and thought with him-
self that he ought to do very much against that name.

Now those who directly attack the Person of God come, first, under the
head of blasphemers. Paul says he was such. He had, no doubt, used ex-
pressions quite as strong as those sometimes used by unbelieving Jews
when they are much irritated by Christians. He had said some foul things
about the Impostor crucified upon Mount Calvary—things, perhaps, more
vile than he ever cared to remember—much less to repeat. He had been
exceedingly mad, and when men are mad they say exceedingly mad
things. He had been a blasphemer, and a blasphemer challenges the
vengeance of the Almighty with no common effrontery.

Have I one here whose mouth is foul with oaths? Has there strayed into
this House of Prayer tonight one who has cursed God and dared in his
angry moments to lift his puny hand of rebellion and curse the Most High
God? Have I the misfortune—mno, I will not call it so—have I the hopeful
privilege of talking to one who has spoken against Jesus of Nazareth and
who is determined to quench His religion, or to oppose it to the utmost of
his power? Is it so?

Then indeed, Friend, you are one of the chief of sinners, and I am glad
that you are here, that I may tell you that there is mercy even for such as
you are. For “all manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto
men.” No matter how often or how foully you have cursed the Most High
and damned yourself, He will not damn you if you will turn from the error
of your ways and seek mercy through the blood of Him whom you have
despised.

Others come under the same class. For instance, we must here put the
infidel, for although his words may not take the form of blasphemy, yet
the very thought that there is no God is blasphemy. And he that dares to
vent that thought is not only a fool, but one of the chief of sinners. And so
you have tried to stultify your conscience and to silence its monitions by
pretending to believe that there is no God! You have tried to rake up the
stale arguments of Tom Paine and of Voltaire and you have chuckled
when one who called himself a bishop of God’s heritage dared to vent
some strong things against the Book of His Divine inspiration.

You know in your heart that there is a God! Your conscience tells you
that He is a just God. You expect to be punished for your sins. That start
the other night when you were alone, that cold shiver when someone
spoke of death—all these prove that your infidelity is not so stout and
brave a thing as you have dreamed it was. A poor, craven, cowardly thing
it is, that turns pale at a sickbed and flies, with coward paleness on its
cheek, when once it thinks of judgment to come.
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Oh, if you are here, you Atheist, you Deist, you disbeliever in Christ
Jesus, you are one of the chief of sinners and I am glad you are here!—
That I may tell you that a God of Love waits to embrace you and that He
still declares this to be true—that He is able to save to the uttermost all
them that come unto God by Him! Fling down your weapons, Man! You
cannot fight the Most High! End this unequal quarrel. Have neither truce
nor parley, but consider how you may be at peace with Him. The hand of
His love is stretched out to accept the hand of your submission. Oh, be
you reconciled to God through the death of His Son!

And here I ought to include those who hold views derogatory of the De-
ity and the Person of Christ. Faithfulness to you, my Hearers, compels me
to put down the Socinian. I will not call him Unitarian, for we all hold the
unity of the Godhead. Trinitarians, but Unitarians are we still. Far other-
wise the Socinian and the Arian—I put them down here—the men who say
that Christ is not God, that the Redeemer of the world was but the son of
Mary, that He who walked the waters of the deep, chained the winds, cast
out evil spirits and made even Hades startle with His voice when the soul
of Lazarus came back—that He was but a Prophet, a creature, a mere
man!

Surely, Sir, you are one of the chief of sinners to have talked thus of
Him who is “very God of very God,” the express image of His Father’s Per-
son! But even to you is Jesus gracious, and He bids you still believe in
Him. You shall bow the knee to Him one day and worship Him, for, “at the
name of Jesus every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that He is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” Bow your knee, NOW, and kiss the
Son lest He be angry and you perish from the way when His wrath is kin-
dled but a little. He bids you come to Him, then will He blot out your sins
like a cloud and like a thick cloud your iniquities. The chiefs of sinners,
we are sure, are found among those who directly attack the Person of Je-
hovah’s Christ, yet even to these is the Gospel of salvation sent.

Another group of princes and peers in the realm of evil may be de-
scribed as those who attack Christ’s people and who seek to pervert them
from the right way. This sin pressed heavily upon the conscience of Paul.
He had not only put them in prison, which was bad enough, but he had
taken the saints into the synagogue and probably they had been beaten
before the assembly and compelled to blaspheme. You, perhaps, know
what that means—compel them to blaspheme. The Roman way of doing it
was to say, “Curse Christ.” Often did the Roman Emperor command the
martyrs to curse Christ.

And you remember Polycarp’s answer?—“How can I curse Him? Sixty
years have I known Him. He never did me a displeasure and I cannot and
[ will not curse Him.” Then the whip was applied, or the hand was held
over burning coals, or the flesh was pinched with hot irons. And then the
question was put again—“Will you curse Christ now?” Paul says that he,
though probably using milder means, compelled the professors of Christ’s
faith to blaspheme. And there may be some such here—the husband who
persecutes his wife for Christ’s sake. The father who charges his child,
upon his obedience, never to go to the sanctuary of the Lord again.
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The master who plagues his servant, mocks and jeers and can never
be content except when he is saying hard things against him. Have I not
many here who still practice the device of cruel mocking? You abhor
Christ and His people. You fight against God in His little ones. Beware!
Beware! For this is a high sin! Nothing puts a man on his mettle like med-
dling with his children, “Touch me, if you will,” the father says, “if you are
a man, smite me if you dare.” But touch his children, and the blood is in
his cheeks and the mettle is up and there is no knowing what a man will
do when he sees the offspring of his own heart ill-treated.

So God will avenge His own elect that cry day and night unto Him,
though He bears long with them. To you who thus rank with the chiefs of
sinners, I say that Paul the persecutor “obtained mercy,” and so may you!
“This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners, of whom” persecutors rank among the
chief.

There is another group whom you will all allow to be of the chiefs of
sinners—those who have sinned foully in the world’s esteem—violating the
instincts of nature and outraging the common sense of morality and de-
cency. It scarcely needs that I should mention the harlot that infests the
streets and pollutes society. Or that worse wretch, the whoremonger, who
first leads her astray. I speak plain words, such as I find in Scripture.
Such God shall judge when He comes at the last day, for this temptation
is a deep ditch and the abhorred of the Lord shall fall into it. This crying
sin of our land needs to be sternly rebuked. Other sins are without the
body, but this pollutes both body and soul and often sends down to gen-
erations yet unborn a horrid curse—at the very thought of which the soul
is sick!

Of all sins, young man, young woman, take care that you stand aloof
from this! Pass not by the house of the strange woman if you love your
life, for her gates lead down to death, even to the chambers of the
damned! Yet, glory be to Divine Grace! There is mercy, mercy for such—
and multitudes of these chiefs of sinners have become as the very bright-
est stars in Heaven—snatched by the strong arm of Jesus from the miry
clay and out of that horrible pit. They are now clothed and in their right
mind, they have gone to sit at the feet of Jesus, to sing of redeeming love.

There was that Mary, that Mary whom Jesus had forgiven. Well might
she love much! And many a loving spirit do I know, and there are some
very dear to God’s Church here, who love their Lord, and often shame
some of us who stand more prominent than they who once drank deep of
that bitter cup and once went to the very depths of that sin. Publish it in
your streets! Tell it wherever you meet with the most loathsome and most
defiled! Jesus is able to save to the uttermost! He was the friend of publi-
cans and sinners. “This man receives sinners,” is Jesus Christ’s motto.
Other men reject the sinner. They turn aside from her—woe unto her if
she come between the wind and their nobility. But “this Man receives sin-
ners”—receives them to His heart and to His bosom—to His Kingdom and
to His Throne. You chiefs of sinners, rejoice that if you believe in Jesus
there is mercy for youl!
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And surely I may find another class of the chiefs of sinners among
those who have become not only adepts themselves, but the tutors to others
in the school of evil. Satan has a university and there are many who have
fairly won their diplomas as first-class professors there. They have learned
to sin with a high hand and with an outstretched arm—until they not only
sin themselves—but delight in the sins of others. Have we not seen the old
drunkard and how he gloats when he sees another man won to the army
of the bestial! Have you not seen the eyes of some base old demon in a
country village twinkle when he sees that fair-haired boy for the first time
pander to the infamous customs in which he has long reveled?

Have we not known some of those foul-mouthed masters of all baseness
whose very talk is enough to make a whole parish sick with the pestilence
of vice—men that you had better go over hedge and ditch seventy miles
than meet! There are such. You have seen them, I dare say. And, mark
you, when that being is a woman, if anything, it is then worse! The softer
sex, usually by far more apt to teach, instills the secret vice of evil and
wraps it up in insidious enchantments, by reason of which many a strong
man has fallen when Delilah has been his charmed tutor in sin! I may
not, oh, I hope I may not have one such being within earshot now.

Yet , it is possible, amidst the thousands that this house now contains,
but what there must be some of you who roll sin under your tongue as a
sweet morsel and talk of it with a gusto till you tickle the fancies of oth-
ers—and lead them into defilements which otherwise they never might
have touched. You artfully conceal the book while putting the bait in the
young man’s way and thrusting the knowledge of new vices upon those
who should have shunned them! Oh, you are the chief of sinners with a
vengeance, and you shall be hung up like Haman upon the lofty gallows
forever if you repent not!

Yet, O Sovereign Grace! How can I tell Your heights? O sea of Love, how
can I ever fathom Your depths! There is even mercy proclaimed for such.
Turn, turn, why will you die, O house of Israel? Why will you perish?—

“While the lamp holds out to burn
The vilest sinner may return.”

I find no exception in the offer of mercy. All are included in the invitation
of welcome, “Whosoever will, let him come and take of the water of life
freely.” “Though your sins are as scarlet they shall be as wool, though
they are red like crimson they shall be whiter than snow.” Here is a full, a
free, a perfect and a complete pardon for all your past offenses.

Though I have not yet finished the list, I would rather change the note
for a minute. I have another class of the chiefs of sinners to find out. I,
myself, belong to them, and I therefore speak with feeling. In this section
we include those who have had much light and yet have sinned against it.
They who have been taught better, who have had a knowledge of the way
of the Truth of God and yet have turned aside to crooked paths. To have
been nursed upon the lap of piety and dandled upon the knee of Christian
affection is no small privilege. To be lighted to one’s cradle by the lamps of
the sanctuary, and to be hushed to sleep with a lullaby in which the name
of Jesus comes as a sweet refrain—this involves an awful responsibility.
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No man can go to Hell over a mother’s tears without accumulated
vengeance. No son can rebel against a father’s affectionate and tearful
admonitions without perishing ten times more frightfully than as if he had
never been thus privileged. Ah, my Hearers, alas, alas, for the hardness of
your hearts—there are many such here now. I would charitably suppose
that very few of you belong to the other classes I have been speaking of,
but the great mass of you who are unconverted belong to this class. Do
you remember young Man, how your mother put her arms around your
neck and wooed you to turn to Christ?

Do you remember that little Bible when you first went to school and
that verse she inscribed as a motto—she watered it with her tears as she
wrote it. Do you recollect those letters she addressed to you? She is now
in Heaven, is she? Then let them be the more sacred to your recollection.
And do you remember that Sunday school teacher? Was he not a father to
you? Was not that excellent woman who used to entreat you to turn from
the error of your ways a very mother to you in Israel? Do you not remem-
ber, young Woman, some of you, the earnest exhortations that my beloved
Sister, Mrs. Bartlett, has addressed to you?

If ever there was a woman that could, under God, move the heart and
soul, she is that woman. And yet, there are some of you that listen to her
voice and yet you are unconverted! You have the light shining upon your
eyes and yet they are sightless still! You live in the land of mercy, where
its bell summons you to come to its assembly of Divine Grace, but you will
still not come! You have the light, but you shut your eyes against it! Re-
member, young Man, young Woman, when you sin you sin with seven-fold
atrocity, because you know better! No—seventy sins are rolled into one in
your sin of daring deliberate willfulness.

Within that egg of sin there sleeps the seed of your greater damnation
because you know the right and yet you choose the evil. Have I not now
the privilege of speaking to some whose old familiar associations are
awakened up by these feeble glances at your life story? Do you not feel
just now as if you were kneeling down again in that little room and heard
the native accents of your mother’s prayer, while your lips hardly refrain
from repeating afresh the words of your own prayer which she taught your
lips to frame before she put you to your rest? Do you not remember it?
And do you not remember sometimes when your conscience was awak-
ened and your heart was almost broken, and your soul said, “I could al-
most be a Christian,” but you excused yourself with a frivolous delay—“Go
your way for this time. When | have a more convenient season I will send
for you”?

But, alas, that convenient season has never yet come. And your con-
science grows seared. Drugged with the opiates of sin, you grow less and
less tender of the affectionate appeal. Woe will be the day of your visita-
tion, for it shall be cloudy indeed, unless you turn at the voice of reproof.
But even to you, O chief of sinners, is the word of this salvation sent.

There are those, too, who sit under an earnest ministry and yet go on in
sin—they surely belong to the class of chief sinners. O, my Hearers, how I
would to God that I could be as earnest with you as I want to be! The Lord
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knows there are times when I am not in the pulpit, when I feel that I
could weep you to a Savior. But sometimes when standing here, the influ-
ence of this mighty throng seems rather to distract me than to bring my
whole soul into play. And yet, the Lord knows how earnestly I long for you
in the heart of the Lord Jesus Christ. I have not shunned to declare unto
you the whole counsel of God as far as I have known it. I know I have
failed in knowledge, but never in honesty.

Yet I know there are some of you who come here and yet you live in sin.
The world says, “So-and-So goes to Spurgeon’s Tabernacle,” and they ex-
pect you to be better for going there. And yet they say, “Ah, how they
drink!” or, “Hear how they will swear!” Where are you? You used to have
your shop open on the Sunday morning, but it is shut now. I am glad you
have got as far as that. Still, let me tell you, you only compound your sin
and make a covenant with Hell, if you outwardly pay respect to the Sab-
bath and secretly indulge in other profanities. Drunkenness may destroy
you without Sabbath-breaking. It is not giving up one sin, it is giving up
the whole.

It is not the barter of one sin for another to quiet your conscience,
which will satisfy justice or rescue you from destruction. Man, there must
be a divorce between you and your sins! Not a mere separation for a sea-
son, but a clear divorce. Cut off the right arm! Pluck out the right eye and
cast them from you, or else you cannot enter into eternal life. Are there
not some of you who have for years listened to my ministry and yet you
are none the better? And some of you are rather the worse, I fear. You are
getting Gospel-hardened by it all.

Well, by God’s Grace, there is mercy for you, too! You are the chief of
sinners, but the red flag is not run up yet—the white flag still floats mast-
high—the flag of invitation—the flag of love—the flag of mercy. Come to it!
Come to Jesus now. You may never have another invitation. Soon may
this tongue be cold in death, or your ears may be deaf forever, like clay-
cold marble. Turn you, at this rebuke, for if after being often reproved,
you harden your necks, you shall suddenly be destroyed and that without
remedy. To you, even to the chief of sinners, is the word of this salvation
sent!

Drawing the bow at a venture, there is another class I would single
out—those who are gifted from their childhood with a tender conscience.
There are men who seem to be born without a conscience. So hard and
dull of impression are they that if they have any faculty of distinguishing
between good and evil, it is as though they had eyes and saw not, and
ears but they hear not. And does it ever speak, the voice is so weak, you
can never hear it. But there are those, on the other hand, who have natu-
rally a quick understanding, a delicate sensitiveness, a ready perception
of right and wrong, a strong and vigorous conscience. They never do sin
without being aware of what they are doing and they are troubled and
pestered, as they say, about it.

They cannot sleep at night after they have been committing any serious
breach of propriety. Even when they are walking the streets, or when they
are busy, they are quickly startled at the recoil of their own transgres-
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sions. Oftentimes there is a certain uneasiness and fretfulness which
comes over them because they are conscious that they are not pursuing
the right course. Now, if you are gifted with this tender conscience and yet
you constantly violate it and directly act in the face of your own convic-
tions, you are the chief of sinners. But still, still Paul, the chief of sinners,
found mercy—and so may you!

And again—if you have had warning in sickness and especially if on
your sick bed you have vowed unto the Lord that you would turn to Him,
then you are covenant-breakers, you that violate vows made to the Most
High—you must also be put among the first and foremost of transgres-
sors. When the cholera was here some nine years ago, you vowed that if
God would spare you, things should be different. He did spare you, but
things are no better now than they were before. When the fever prostrated
you, what promises you made and where are they now? You have lied
unto the Eternal God! Is it little for you that you should have promised
and not have paid—have vowed unto Him and not performed? Now, Sin-
ner, you are a liar, as well as anything besides. You are a rogue, a dishon-
est one against God, with Whom the compact was made. But the invita-
tion is still freely tendered unto you—come unto the Lord Jesus Christ
and believe in Him—and you shall be made whole.

The chiefs of sinners comprises so numerous a body. I believe everyone
of us must be included in the list in some shape or other. I know this—if
ever you and I are saved—if God shall give us very great mercy, we shall
feel that we were the greatest sinners. When Paul saw how kindly his
Master treated him, it seemed to break his heart—“What? Did I ever curse
that Christ who has blessed me? He that is so rich in loving kindness, did
I ever spurn Him?” Verily, now, I think I have had the blackest sight of sin
when I have had the brightest sight of mercy. When my dear Lord and
Master has privileged me, by allowing me to come near Him in prayer, and
I have felt His love shed abroad in my heart—then it is that I have felt as if
I could bring imprecations upon myself for ever having been a traitor to
Him.

What? Could I spit in Your face, my Redeemer and my Lord? Could I
ever crown Your head with thorns, which now it shall be my life’s task to
crown with jewels? What? Did You love me so? Did You forgive me so and
could I ever speak against You? It is great mercy that sets forth our great
sin, for we only come to reckon ourselves the chief of sinners when we see
the great love of God. So then, without amplifying any longer, I will put
the invitation thus—whoever among you have sinned against the Most
High, you are all on a level, and the invitation of mercy is put to you, each
and all, and this is the Gospel—“He that believes and is baptized shall be
saved, he that believes not shall be damned.” May you be led to believe
and to profess your faith according to God’s way.

II. Well, now, but a few minutes remain to me and I will endeavor to be
brief while I try to answer the question, WHY ARE THESE WHO ARE
PROVERBIALLY THE CHIEF OF SINNERS ARE VERY FREQUENTLY
SAVED?
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One reason is to illustrate Divine Sovereignty. There is no jewel of His
crown of which God is more jealous than His Sovereignty. “I will have
mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I
will have compassion.” Now, when He saves the harlot, when He calls the
persecutor by Sovereign Grace, then all men see that this is the finger of
God and that He dispenses His love and kindness according to the pur-
poses of His own absolute and uncontrollable will. He chooses the chief of
sinners that He may show to all men that He will take the base things of
the world and the things which are not, and things which are despised, to
bring to nothing the things that are—that no flesh may glory in His Pres-
ence.

Another reason is that He may show His great power. Oh, how Hell is
made angry when some great champion falls! When their Goliaths are
brought down, how the Philistines take to their heels! How Heaven rings
with songs when some chief of sinners becomes a trophy of the Divine
power! And how men talk, with glib tongues, of the great and mighty
deeds of God, when the drunkard and the swearer and the prostitute are
washed and made saints! What a noise it made at Elstow, when they said
at the public-house on the green—“You know John Bunyan?” “Oh, yes, we
know him! You mean the fellow that was always first at a game of tip-
cat—he that could always drink the longest! Oh, yes, we know him.”

“Well, do you know, he was preaching over at Bedford yesterday.”
“What?” says one, “preaching at Bedford? I would as soon have thought of
the devil preaching as John Bunyan! What a wonderful thing the Gospel
must be, to change such a man as that!” And yet it was true! John Bun-
yan, who frequented the ale-house, who knew more about the county jail
and more about the Celestial City that is on the other side the flood than
most men of his times. It shows the power and the Sovereignty of God
when such men are saved.

And next, how it shows His Grace! When I have sometimes sat to see
enquirers [ have seen a number come in one after the other that have
been born and brought up in the midst of piety and I have blessed God for
them. But, by-and-by there has come in one whose tale has been terrible
to tell and it was not easily told—except with many sighs and sobs and
tears. But when it was disclosed, there have sat two weeping together—I
scarcely know which wept more—he who wept because of Divine Grace il-
lustrated in him or the other because he saw in another the Divine Grace
which he had tasted for himself.

Oh, when great sinners tell out their tales, they are so straightforward,
so explicit! There is no muddle about it, no questions about when they
were converted, or how, but there they are. They say—“Ah, Sir, it must be
Divine! Such a change has been worked in me that nothing could have
thus turned the lion to a lamb, the raven to a dove, but the Grace of God.”
In great sinners, then, the Grace of God is made conspicuous.

Again—great sinners are very frequently called by God for the purpose
of attracting others. You know that when some great transgressor finds
mercy, straightway many hearts say—“Ah, then there is mercy for me.” 1
am glad, I am very glad that there was a Manasseh, that there was David,
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that there was a Saul of Tarsus, and I am glad they are in the Bible. The
wicked cut the stories out and they laugh at us and say, “These are your
saints?” Ah, we can bear that, while we can say—“No, this is what they
were by nature, but they were saved, for all that, by the distinguishing
Grace of God, who saves men through faith and not by their works.”

Now, I believe that that case of David has been a solace to thousands, if
not to millions. The hurt he did in his lifetime was certainly very great—
but the incalculable benefit which has flown to the universal Church from
the penitential Psalms—puts altogether into the shade the damage which
the fall of David did to the Church in his own time. Not that there is less
shame to the sinner, but that there is more glory to the Savior where sin
abounded in the first instance and Divine Grace did much more abound
in the sequel. We can well bear this spot, for the sake of the light which
comes from the sun.

Sinners! All of you! If you would put yourselves among the little ones, if
your lives have never been grossly vile (I am glad if they have not)—let the
fact that the great sinner enters and is washed, attract you. I have heard
it said of the elephant, that sometimes before he crosses a bridge he puts
his trunk and perhaps one foot, upon it. He wants to know if it is quite
safe, for he is not going to trust his bulky body to things that were built
only for horses and men. Well, after he has tried it, if he finds it strong
enough, away he goes and his great carcass is carried right across the
stream.

Now, suppose you and I sat on the other side and said we were afraid
the bridge would not bear us! Why, how absurd our unbelief would be! So
when you see a great elephantine sinner, like the Apostle Paul, go lumber-
ing over the bridge of mercy and not a timber creaks and the bridge does
not even strain under the load—why then, methinks you may come rush-
ing in a crowd and say—“It will bear us, if it will bear him—it will carry us
across, if it can take the chief of sinners to Heaven!”

And then, dear Friends, the saving of the chiefs of sinners is useful, be-
cause, when they are saved they generally make the most fiery zealots
against sin. Have we not a proverb that, “The burnt child dreads the fire”?
I noticed my host, on one preaching excursion, particularly anxious about
my candle. Now, as everybody ought to know how careful I am, I was a lit-
tle surprised and I put the question to him why he should be so wonder-
fully particular. “I had my house burned down once, Sir,” said he. That
explained it all. No man is so much afraid of fire as he, and they who have
been in sin and know the mischief of it, protest against it the most loudly.

They can speak experimentally. They talk of what they have tasted and
handled to their own smart and ruin! Oh, what revenge there seems to be
in the Apostle’s heart against his sin! He seems to bring out the great bat-
tle-axes and weapons of war against it—and wherever he can see sin he
smites right and left—anywhere. Persecution, death, martyrdom—all these
are nothing to him if he can but get a blow at sin. He always seems to
have the gun charged to the muzzle and no devil comes in his way but
what he has a shot at him. There are no ramparts or hellish bulwarks but
what Paul thinks he must take them, whether they are in Asia, or Italy, or
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Spain. This great knight-errant of the Cross is everywhere the great an-
tagonist of sin, and so must those always be who are saved out of great
iniquity.

And then, again, they always make the most zealous saints. 1 have said
and it will come true, though I am no prophet nor the son of a prophet—I
have said that the Lord will deliver this city and deliver this age, not by
ministers from colleges—not by the sons of gentlemen or the inheritors of
titles. But He will yet shake London and bring about a religious revival
with the men who will come from St. Giles’s and from White Chapel—from
the slums, and from the dens and kens of infamy. God will take such men
by-and-by, and He is beginning to work it already.

There are one or two names that will come to your recollection—
illustrious names in connection with the preaching in theatres—God will
raise up more such and you shall see that when human wisdom and crea-
ture devices have done their utmost to make the Church of God the dull
lethargic thing it now is, God, in the plenitude of His might will raise up
some who have tasted that He is gracious and have drunk deeply of the
cup of His love that will turn the world upside down. It is all an idle and a
wicked tale that our places of worship in the City of London cannot be
supported. I see them building new places in the suburbs and leaving the
City itself destitute of the means of Divine Grace.

Were the right men found, the Churches in the City of London might be
as crowded as those in the suburbs. Only put into their pulpits men who
know the guilt of sin and who know that Gospel in which is revealed the
righteousness of God—men who know and preach Christ—then the effect
would be palpable. Give us the men who do not talk as botanists might do
upon botany, when they had not seen a flower, or as some might speak of
various lands who have never traveled a league. But give us men who
know experimentally those things that they labor to teach and let their
tongues be set on fire of the Holy Spirit, and you shall then see London as
full of the glory of the Lord as was Jerusalem of old.

May this come to pass! May it begin to come to pass tonightl May the
Lord find out, as He moves among this mass, some stray, strange being
that has given himself up to desperation, to work mischief with both his
hands—and may He say to him tonight, “I have need of you and I will
have you.” Oh, mighty Grace, do it tonight! He will have you, Man! Your
will must be subdued. Your pride must come down. That proud temper of
yours shall yield. “I am your Master. I made you. I bought you with My
blood, and do you think I will lose you? I am mighty to save, do you think
that you can overcome Me? I came forth on purpose to redeem you! Saul,
Saul, why do you persecute Me?” O that the Lord would speak thus per-
sonally to some individual now!

And now I have done when I have just put this before you. My Hearers,
here is life and death. If you despise Christ, there is death for you. If you
turn aside from the love and mercy which streams from the wounds of Je-
sus, the angry God shall find you in your sin and cut you in pieces and
there is none that can deliver you. If you go on in your sin, you will soon
meet with death. But a few Sundays ago we had to mark how sudden
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death thinned our ranks. Sometimes it is a working man. There was one,
you know, some weeks ago, who lost his life in building the great bridge at
Blackfriars, who was often a hearer here.

There is scarcely a day passes but we hear of someone gone out of this
great assembly. We are going one after another. The pastor may go soon,
but perhaps before he goes he may see many of you carried to your
graves—he cannot tell. But, oh, why will you remain without God and
without Christ? If you had a lease of your lives you might go on in sin un-
til the lease was out. But even then you would be foolish to be enemies to
God and enemies to yourselves so long. But as you may die today, God
help you to repent tonight.

On the other hand, I set mercy before you—no man can say he has not
been invited—no soul can say that I did not set the gate open wide
enough! You are without excuse in the Day of Judgment. When the trum-
pet peals through Heaven and earth and awakes the slumbering dead—
when Christ shall come in the clouds to judge the earth, I must give an
account of the Gospel I have preached to you tonight. I would to God I
could preach it better, but I cannot. You know what it is. You are without
excuse. You have been invited. You have been entreated.

You have been bid to come to the marriage supper. All things are ready.
The oxen and the fatlings are killed—come to the supper. You that are in
the highways and hedges, we would compel you to come in, that God’s
House may be filled. Come. “The Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let
him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whoever
will, let him take the water of life freely.”

But if you come not, I must be a swift witness against you at the last. |
am clear of your blood. I am clear of the blood of you all. God save you, for
Christ’s sake. Amen.

Adapted from The C.H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307

12 WWW.SpUrgeongems.org Volume 9



Sermon #1837 Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit 1

A GREAT GOSPEL FOR GREAT SINNERS
NO. 1837

A SERMON INTENDED FOR READING ON LORD’S-DAY, MAY 3, 1885,
DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON,
ON JUNE 2, 1884.

“This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. However, for
this reason I obtained mercy, that in me, first, Jesus Christ might
show forth all long-suffering, as a pattern to those who are
going to believe on Him to life everlasting. Now unto the
King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise
God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.”

1 Timothy 1:15-17.

WHEN Paul wrote this ever-memorable text, “This is a faithful saying,
and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners,” he placed it in connection with himself. I would have you
carefully notice the context. Twelfth verse—“I thank Christ Jesus our
Lord, who has enabled me, for that He counted me faithful, putting me
into the ministry; who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and in-
jurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. And
the Grace of our Lord was exceedingly abundant with faith and love which
is in Christ Jesus. This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation,
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” You see, the Apos-
tle had spoken of himself and then it was that the Holy Spirit put it into
his mind to write of the glorious salvation of which he was so notable a
subject! Truly it was a seasonable and suggestive connection in which to
place this glorious Gospel text. What he preached to others was to be seen
in himself.

When I read to you the story of Saul’s conversion, suppose I had fin-
ished it by making the remark, “This is a faithful saying, that Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners”? You would all have said, “That is
true and it is a natural inference from the narrative.” Such a remark
would have served as the moral of the whole story! It is an easy and a
simple inference, from such a conversion, that Christ Jesus must have
come into the world to save sinners. See, then, why Paul uttered it in this
particular place. He could not help bringing his own case forward, but
when he did bring it forward, it was to add emphasis to this declaration
that Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. It is my conviction
that our Lord, in infinite wisdom, intends that His ministers should,
themselves, be proofs of the doctrines which they teach. If a young man, a
very young man, stands up to tell you of the experience of an aged Chris-
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tian, you say at once, “That may be very true, but you cannot prove it, for
you are not an aged person yourself.”

If one who has been privileged, in the Providence of God, to enjoy the
comforts of life, stands up to preach upon the consolations of the Spirit in
poverty, you say, “Yes, that is very true, but you cannot speak from ex-
perience yourself.” Hence the Lord likes His servants to have such an ex-
perience that their testimony shall have a man at the back of it. He would
have their lives sustain and explain their testimonies. When Paul said
that Christ came into the world to save sinners, his own conversion and
his own joy in the Lord were proof positive of it! He was a witness who had
tasted and handled the good Word of Life to which he witnessed.

Paul went to Heaven years ago, but his evidence is not lessened by that
fact, for a truthful statement is not affected by the lapse of time. If a
statement was made yesterday, it is just as truthful as if you were hearing
it today. And if it were made, as this was, 1,800 years ago, yet, if true,
then, (and nobody disputed it in Paul’s day), it is true now! The facts re-
corded in the gospels are as much facts now, as ever, and they ought to
have the same influence upon our minds as they had upon the minds of
the Apostles. At this moment, the statement that Jesus Christ came into
the world to save sinners has Paul still at the back of it. “He being dead
yet speaks.” Oh, you who are burdened with your sins, I want you to see
Saul of Tarsus before you, at this moment, and to hear him say, with
penitent voice, in your presence, “The Lord Jesus came into the world to
save sinners, of whom I am chief.” Doubt not the statement, for the man
is the evidence of it! He who saved Paul can save you! Yes, He is willing,
now, to display His power upon you! Be not disobedient to the heavenly
message!

But, Beloved, if we have not Paul in our midst to bear his personal wit-
ness, we have still many living proofs—we have indisputable evidence in
those that are still about us, that it “is a faithful saying, and worthy of all
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”
could summon to this pulpit scores who were literally the blackest of
transgressors, but they are washed, sanctified—and so they are living ar-
guments of the Lord’s power to save! Many, also, are now present who
could not be numbered by their fellow men among the chief of sinners in
certain aspects of the case, yet they most willingly put themselves down
as the chief of sinners under some other way of viewing it—and they bear
their testimony, as I do, tonight—that Jesus is able to save unto the ut-
termost! I, who now stand before you, am a living witness that Christ Je-
sus can save sinners and does still save them!

The Lord has forgiven and justified me and I have found Grace in His
sight. In my case, also, it is proven that it “is a faithful saying, and worthy
of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners,
of whom I am chief.” Oh, how I wish that my Hearers would believe me!
Many of you would accept any statement which I should make—why do
you not accept this? You do not think of me as a liar—why, then, do you
not believe my testimony concerning Jesus? He is as ready to save, today,
as He was of old! He is ready to save you if you will trust Him!
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The run of thought at this time will be, first, concerning those who are
the chief of sinners. Secondly, we will enquire why God has saved them.
And thirdly, what they say when they are saved.

I. First, then, WHO ARE THE CHIEF OF SINNERS? Paul says that he
was the chief. I think, however, that he was only one of a regiment! There
are different classes of sinners and some are greater and some less. All
men are truly sinners, but all men are not equally sinners. They are all in
the mire, but they have not all sunk to an equal depth in it. It is true they
have all fallen deep enough to perish in sin unless the Grace of God pre-
vents it, yet there are differences in the degrees of guilt and there will
doubtless be differences in the degrees of punishment.

Some are the chief of sinners in the same way as the Apostle Paul, for
they have persecuted the Church of God. Paul, who was then called Saul,
had given his vote against Stephen. And when Stephen was stoned, he
held the clothes of them that murdered him. He felt that blood lying upon
his soul long afterward and he bemoaned it. Would not you, if you had
been a helper at the murder of some child of God, feel that you were
among the chief of sinners? If you had been willingly and willfully, mali-
ciously and eagerly, a helper in putting a man of God like Stephen to
death, you would write yourself down as a sinner of crimson dye! Why, I
think that I would say, “God may forgive me, but I will never forgive my-
self.” It would seem such a horrid crime to lie upon one’s soul.

Yet this was merely the beginning. Saul was like a leopard who, having
once tasted blood, must always have his tongue in it. His very breath was
threatening and his delight was slaughter. He harassed the people of God.
He made great havoc of the saints. He compelled them, he says, to blas-
pheme. He had them beaten in the synagogues, driven from city to city
and even put to death. This must have remained upon his heart as a dark
memory, even after the Lord Jesus Christ had fully forgiven him. Though
he knew, as Paul did know, that he was a justified man through the right-
eousness of Jesus Christ, yet he must always have felt a smiting at his
heart to think that these innocent lambs had been worried by him—that
for no other reason but that they were lovers of the Crucified—he had
panted for their blood. This matter of deadly persecution placed Saul head
and shoulders above other sinners. This was the top stone of the pyramid
of his sin, “because I persecuted the Church of Christ.”

I thank God that there is no man here who has that particular form of
sin upon his conscience in having actually put to death or joined in the
slaughter of any child of God. The laws of our country have happily pre-
vented your being stained with that foul offense and I bless the Lord that
it is so. Yet if there should be such among those who are hearing these
words, or among those who shall, one day, read them, I must confess that
they are, indeed, numbered among the chief of sinners and I pray God to
grant that they may obtain mercy as Saul did.

But you can go very near to this—in all probability certain of you have
done so. That husband who has threatened his wife so bitterly if she
obeys her conscience; that man who has discharged his servant for no
other reason but his fidelity to Christ; that landlord who has turned out
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his cottager from his home because he held a religious service beneath his
roof; that man who has willfully and maliciously slandered a servant of
God, not because he did him any harm, but because he cannot bear to
hear of any truly following after Christ—these are the people who must be
reckoned among the chief of sinners. They have done no murder, but they
have gone as far as they dare to go and their heart is full of venom against
the people of God—this is a grievous crime! Though it may seem a very
small thing to grieve a pious child, or to vex a poor godly woman, God
does not think so. He remembers jests and scoffs leveled at His little ones
and He bids those who indulge in them to take heed! You had better of-
fend a king, than one of the Lord’s little ones! That poor man in the work-
shop who has so hard a time of it with your jests and chaff, has a Friend
in the heavens. That other man who, seeking the Lord, has found the cold
shoulder in society, has an Advocate on high who will not see him de-
spised without espousing his cause.

It may appear a trifle to make a saint the target of ridicule, but his Fa-
ther in Heaven does not think so. I know this, that many patient men will
bear a great deal, but if you strike their children, their blood is up and
they will not have it. A father will not stand by to see his child abused—
and the Great Father above is as tender and fond of His children as any
other father! You have seen, among birds and beasts, that they will put
forth all their strength for their young. A hen, naturally very timid, will
fight for her little chicks with all the courage of a lion. Some of the small-
est of animals and the least powerful, nevertheless become perfectly terri-
ble when they are taking care of their offspring! And do you think that the
Everlasting God will bear to see His children maligned, slandered and
abused for their following of Him? Is the God of Nature without natural af-
fection? I know not! You shall rue the day, Sir, in which you took up arms
against the people of God! Humble yourself before God on account of it,
otherwise you will be numbered among the chief of sinners, and the chief
of punishments shall be meted out to you.

I have no doubt that there may be some of that kind here and, if there
are, I can only pray that the story of Saul of Tarsus may be repeated in
them by boundless Grace. May they even yet come to preach the Gospel
which now they despise! It is no new thing for the priest to be converted to
Christ. It is no new thing for the opposer to become the advocate and to
be all the better and more powerful a pleader because of the mischief
which he formerly did. Oh that the Lord would turn His foes into friends!
God send it! For Christ’s sake may He send it now!

Further, among the chief of sinners we must, of course, include those
who are guilty of the coarser and grosser sins. I will not occupy a moment
in mentioning what they are, for it is a shame even to speak of them. God
keep us from unchastity and dishonesty—from any one of those sins
which are censurable, even, under the head of common morality, for, if
not—if we indulge in these—we shall certainly come, by them, to be num-
bered among the chief of sinners! I must, however, mention blasphemy
and lewd speaking, because these are unhappily far too common. Does a
man think that he can go on damning his own body and soul in so many
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words and never provoke the Lord to anger? Does he dream that he can
use foul and filthy words, and wicked oaths without incurring sin? I be-
lieve that these things bring the blackest guilt on the conscience, for God
has expressly said that He will, by no means, hold him guiltless that takes
His name in vain!

It is true of every sin that God will not hold a man guiltless who does it,
but it is especially said about this sin because men are apt to fancy that
words are of no great importance, or that God takes no notice of them.
Even the thoughtless, or trifling repetition of the name of the Lord involves
great sin, for thus a man takes the sacred name in vain. Yet men trifle
with that name in common conversation—and that with fearful frequency.
There is no excuse for this wanton wickedness because it brings neither
profit nor pleasure to the person who so offends! What practical end can it
serve? As George Herbert said long ago—

“Lust and wine plead a pleasure, avarice gain,
But the cheap swearer through his open sluice

Lets his soul run for nothing, fearing little.
Were I a gourmet, I could lessen swearing.”

I am unable to frame an excuse for profane language—it is needless, will-
ful wickedness! Men talk so as to horrify us. They chill our blood with fear
lest God should take them at their word—and all for nothing at all. I
would to God that every blasphemer here, (if such there are, and I have no
doubt that there are), would abandon that vile, inexcusable, useless habit
which lowers men in society, defiles them before God and ensures their
condemnation!

Filthy speech puts those who are guilty of it among the chief of sinners
and to them will certainly be meted out a terrible vengeance in that day
when God shall solemnly curse those who have so glibly cursed them-
selves! It will be an awful thing for the man who used profane impreca-
tions to find out, at last, that his prayers were heard and that they will be
answered! O Swearer, beware lest the Lord God hear your prayers at once
to your everlasting confusion! Sit down at this moment in deep contrition
and weep to think of the many times in which you have defied the God of
Heaven and uttered words of provocation against the God in whose hand
your breath is! Not yet has He cut you down. Oh, wonder of mercy! Take
heed to yourselfl Above all, marvel that there should be mention of mercy
for such a one as you are!

Now, dear Friends, there are other chiefs among sinners who do not go
in for these grosser sins at all. Let me mention them, for in this line I shall
have to place myself and many of you. Those are among the chief of sin-
ners who have sinned against great light and against the influences of
holy instruction and gracious example. Children of godly parents, who
have been brought up and instructed in the fear of God from their youth,
are among the chief of sinners if they turn aside from the Way of Life.
When they transgress, there is a heavy weight about their fault which is
not to be found in the common sin of the children of the slums, or the Ar-
abs of the gutter. The offspring of the degraded know no better, poor
souls, and hence their transgressions are sins of ignorance. But those
who know better, when they transgress, transgress with an emphasis.
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Their sin is as a talent of lead and it shall hang about their necks like a
millstone!

I remember how this came home to my heart when I was convinced of
my sin. I had not engaged in any of the grosser vices, but then I had not
been tempted to do so, but had been carefully guarded from vicious influ-
ences. But [ lamented that I had been disobedient to my parents, proud in
spirit, forgetful of God’s commands—I knew better—knew better from the
very first and this put me, in my own estimation, among the chief of sin-
ners! It had cost me much to do evil, for I had sinned against the clearest
Light of God. Especially is this the case when the possession of knowledge
is accompanied by much tenderness of conscience.

There are some of you unconverted people, who, when you do wrong,
feel that you have done wrong and feel it keenly, too, even though no one
rebukes you for it. You cannot be unjust, or hasty in temper, or faulty in
speech, or break the Sabbath, or do anything that is forbidden, without
your conscience troubling you! You know what it is to go to bed and lie
awake in misery after some questionable amusement, or after having spo-
ken too frivolously. Yours is a tender conscience—do not violate it, or you
will be doubly guilty! When God puts the bit into your mouth, if you try to
get it between your teeth and it does not check you at all, you must mind
what you are doing, for you may be left to dash onward to destruction.
“He that being often reproved hardens his neck, shall suddenly be de-
stroyed, and that without remedy.” It puts men among the chief of sinners
when, against the Light of God and against conscience, they deliberately
choose the way of evil and leave the Commandments of the Lord.

Especially is it a grievous offense to sin against the gentle checking of
the Holy Spirit. Have you not been sad offenders upon this point? You felt,
the other Sunday night, that if you could once get out of the Chapel and
get home, you would bow the knee in prayer—but you did not. You have
felt like that many times and you have shaken off the feeling—and now a
sermon scarcely moves you—it had need be full of thunder and lightning
to make you turn a hair! Truths which used to make you shake from head
to foot scarcely affect you now! Take care, I pray you, for he that sins
against the Holy Spirit may find himself waterlogged by sin, so as to be no
longer able to move his vessel towards the shores of salvation! Nothing
hardens like the Gospel when it is long trifled with. To lie soaking in the
Truth of God without receiving it into the heart is sure destruction! To die
on holy ground is to die, indeed! God grant that it may not be so with any
here!

Yet if you are, this day, the chief of sinners, do not despair! Do not turn
away in sullen anger, for we are going to say to you, at this hour, in the
name of the merciful God, that His Son, Jesus Christ, has come into the
world to save sinners, even the very chief!

I think that I must put down those among the chief of sinners who
have led others into sin. Ah, this is a sad, sad, sad, sad subject! If you
have led others astray—if you, yourself, seek the Lord, and are saved—yet
you cannot save them. If it is young persons whom you have polluted with
evil, you cannot take the wretched stain out of their minds. You can leave
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off sowing the devil’s seed, but you cannot gather up what you have sown,
nor prevent its growing and ripening! Fire is easily kindled, but not so
soon extinguished when it has taken hold upon the fuel. It is an awful fact
that there may be souls in Hell whom you have sent there! It was a wise
penitential prayer of a converted man who had exercised influence for
evil—“Lord, forgive me my other men’s sins.”

When you lead others to sin, their sins are, to a large extent, your sins.
They do not cease to be the sins of those who commit them, but they are
also the sins of those who promoted or suggested them by precept or ex-
ample. A bad example, a lewd expression, an unholy life may be the
means of drawing others down to Hell—and those that destroy others and
so are soul-murderers, are among the chief of sinners. He who uses dag-
ger or pistol to the body is abhorred. What shall we say of those who poi-
son human minds and stab at the heart of piety? These are guiltiest of the
guilty! Woe unto them!

Especially must I rank him among the chief of sinners who has
preached falsehood—who has denied the Deity of Christ—who has un-
dermined the Inspiration of Scripture—who has struggled against the
faith, fought against the Atonement and done evil, even as he could, in the
scattering of skepticism. He must take his place among the ringleaders in
diabolical mischief—he is a master destroyer, a chosen apostle of the
Prince of Darkness! Oh, that he might be brought, by Sovereign Grace, to
be among the foremost teachers of that faith which, before, he has de-
stroyed! I think that we should do well as Christian people if we prayed
more for any who make themselves notorious by their infidelity. If we
talked less bitterly against them and prayed more sweetly for them, good
would come of it. Of political argument against atheists we have had
enough—Ilet us carry the case into a higher court and plead with God
about them. If we use the grand artillery of Heaven by importunate
prayer, we would be using much better weapons than are commonly em-
ployed. God help us to pray for all false teachers, that they may be con-
verted to God and so display the Omnipotence of His love.

I shall not say more upon this mournful matter, for, indeed, I have only
mentioned these examples in the hope that some here present may con-
fess, “I am sorry to say that the preacher means me. Under some aspect
or other I must take my place among the chief of sinners.”

II. Now, secondly, WHY ARE THE CHIEF OF SINNERS SO OFTEN
SAVED? The Lord Jesus Christ, when He went into Heaven, took with
Him one of the chief of sinners as a companion—the dying thief entered
Paradise the same day as our Lord! After our Lord Jesus had gone to
Heaven, so far as I know, He never saved more than one person by His
own immediate instrumentality—and that one person was this very Apos-
tle Paul who has given us our text! To him our Lord spoke personally from
Heaven, saying, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute Me?” To him He re-
vealed Himself by the way and called Him to be His Apostle, even to this
man who truthfully called himself the chief of sinners! It is wonderful to
think that it should be so, but Grace delights in dealing with great and
glaring sin and putting away the crying crimes of great offenders!
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The Lord Jesus not only saved the chief of sinners, but He was related
to some of them by blood. Look through the long line of our Lord’s geneal-
ogy. You know that doctrine, the last invention of Rome, concerning the
immaculate conception of the Virgin Mary? I am going to tell you a doc-
trine which is about as far apart from that as the east is from the west! In
the genealogy of our blessed Lord, we find the names of certain of the
chief of sinners. Three women, especially, hold a position in it, who were
each notorious for sin. Not many women are mentioned, but among the
first is Tamar, guilty of incest. The next is Rahab the harlot, and a third is
Bathsheba the adulteress. This is a crooked pedigree, an ancestral tree
whose branches are more than a little gnarled and twisted!

Admire the condescension of our Lord in coming of such a stock! He
came of sinners because He came for sinners. According to the flesh He
comes of sinners that sinners may come to Him! There was mixed, in the
veins through which flowed His ancestry, the blood of Ruth the Moabitess,
a heathen, brought in on purpose that we Gentiles might see how truly He
was bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh. I say not that there was any
defilement in His humanity, God forbid, for He was not born after the
manner of men, so as to be polluted in that fashion! But still, I say that
His genealogy includes many great sinners in order that we may see how
closely He allied Himself with them, how thoroughly He undertook their
cause.

Read the roll of His ancestry and you will see that David is there, who
cried, “Against You, You only, have I sinned,” and Solomon, who loved
strange women, and Rehoboam, his foolish son. And Manasseh, “who
shed innocent blood very much,” and worse men than they, if worse could
be! Such sinners as these are in the genealogy of the Savior of sinners.
“He was numbered with the transgressors.” He was called “The friend of
publicans and sinners.” It was said of Him, “This Man receives sinners
and eats with them.” He still delights to save great sinners! O my Hearer,
it will delight Him to save youl!

Why does He do it? The Apostle says, in the 16th verse, “For this cause |
obtained mercy, that in me, first, Jesus Christ might show forth all long-
suffering.” What? Is that His reason for saving a sinner? It is that He may
show, in that sinner, His long-suffering, revealing His patience and for-
giveness! In a great sinner like Paul, He shows all His long-suffering, not
little grains of it, nor portions of it, but all His long-suffering. Is Jesus
Christ willing to show forth all His long-suffering? Does He delight to un-
veil all His love? Yes, for remember that He calls His mercy, His riches—
“He is rich in mercy.” I do not find that He calls His power His riches, but
He calls His Grace His riches, “in whom we have redemption through His
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His Grace.”

Oh, dear Friends, the Lord, who is rich in mercy, seeks a treasury in
which to put His riches! He wants a case for the sacred jewelery of His
love and these atrocious criminals, these great offenders, these who think
themselves black as Hell—these are the very men in whom there is space
for His rare jewels of goodness! Where sin has abounded, there is elbow-
room for the infinite mercy of the living God! Ought you not to be encour-
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aged, if you feel yourself greatly guilty, that God delights to show forth all
His patience by saving great sinners? Will you not, at once, seek Him, that
all long-suffering may be shown in your case? Believe on the Lord Jesus
and it shall be so!

And what does Paul say next? He says that the Lord saved him for a
pattern to those who are going to believe on Him to life everlasting. For a
pattern. It means for a type or specimen. Paul was a “proof before letters.”
The first prints of an engraving are sharp and clear and, therefore, they
are very valuable—they exhibit the productive power of the plate at its
highest point, before the surface is worn down in the least degree. Paul
was one of the proof-engravings taken off the plate in the earliest days
and under the most favorable circumstances for bringing out every line of
Grace. All God’s long-suffering was seen in him for a pattern. I would to
God that we could put some of you under that same engraved plate and
issue more impressions at this very hour, for the plate is not worn out—
the type that God uses is as new as ever!

When a printer sets his type, he sends the author a sheet to let him see
what the type is and he calls it his proof. So also Paul was God’s proof—
one of the first taken off by the glorious machinery of Grace to let us all
see what God has to say to us concerning long-suffering love! That print-
ing machine is at work at this very moment—it is making impressions at
this hour—most clear, sharp and readable! I would to God that some great
sinner here would be like the paper laid under the type to take the im-
pression of almighty Grace! But a grand edition of the Work of Love was
issued before Paul was printed off and published. I refer to the time when
Peter preached at Pentecost. Many large and splendid editions have been
issued from that press since! I see before me a whole library that God has
printed in this house—the proofs that God has taken, of late, from the old
standing type! But Paul stands at the head of the list as a fine first proof
of what God can do.

Then God can save me. I came to that conclusion a year ago, and put-
ting it to the test, I found it true. Dear fellow sinners, come to the same
conclusion! Who are you? No, I do not ask you to tell me. I do not want to
know! God knows. But I want you to come to this conclusion—“If Paul is a
specimen of saved ones, then why should not I be saved? If Paul had been
unique, a production quite by himself, then we might justly have doubted
as to ourselves. But since he is a pattern, we may all hope to see the
Lord’s long-suffering repeated in ourselves.” Nowadays, by the Parcels’
Post, people are sending you patterns of all sorts of things and many arti-
cles are bought according to sample. When you buy from a pattern, you
expect the goods to be like the pattern. So God sends us Paul as a pattern
of His great mercy to great sinners! He thus says, in effect—“That is the
kind of thing I do. I take this rough, bad material of the chief of sinners,
and I renew it, and show forth all My mercy in it. This is what I am pre-
pared to do with you.”

Poor soul, will you not accept the mercy of God? Enter into this salva-
tion business with the Lord, that you, too, like the Apostle, being a sinner,
may become like he in obtaining the glorious salvation which is in Christ
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Jesus, who came into the world to save sinners! [ am talking very plainly
and simply to you, but if you love your own souls, you will be all the bet-
ter pleased to listen. I do not want to amuse you, but to see you saved.
Do, I pray you, bend your minds to this subject and learn that there is
good hope for the worst of you if you will cry unto the Lord. That is why
Jesus saves those who have most grievously erred, that He may display
them as specimens of what His Grace can do.

“But I belong to such a wicked family,” cries one. Oh, yes, and many
have been saved who belonged to the most depraved and degraded of
families. They have entered into relationship with Christ and their own
base condition has been swallowed up in His Glory! The children of crimi-
nals, when converted, belong to the family of God. “To as many as re-
ceived Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to
them that believe on His name.” “Oh, but I have indulged in such horrible
vices.” This is a sad confession, but it does not doom you to despair, for
the blood of Jesus washes away the worst of filth! Blasphemers, adulter-
ers, drunkards, thieves—“such,” O you saints—“such were some of you,
but you are washed, but you are sanctified!” And why should not others of
like character be washed and sanctified, too?

III. I must close by dwelling a moment on the third head, which is
this—WHAT THE CHIEF OF SINNERS SAY WHEN THEY ARE SAVED.
What they say is recorded in the text. It reads like a hymn—“Now unto the
King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honor and glory
forever and ever. Amen.” Look, the first word is, “Now.” As soon as ever
they are saved, they begin praising the Lord! They cannot endure to put
off glorifying God! Someone might whisper to them, “You will praise God
when you get to Heaven.” “No,” replies the gracious soul, “I am going to
praise Him now. Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, be glory
forever and ever!” Grateful love cannot be restrained—it is like fire in the
bones! Our heart would break for love if it could not find a means of ex-
pressing itself at once.

Does another person whisper, “When you praise God, do not be too
long about it. Leave off as soon as you have moderately praised and
adored. Do not be forever engaged in the work of praise.” “No,” says the
saved man, “I cannot stop as long as I am alive—‘To Him be honor and
glory forever and ever!” Not only forever—that might seem to be long
enough—but, “forever and ever.” It is a redundant expression, such as en-
thusiasm delights to use. It indicates a sort of double eternity. The saved
sinner can never have enough of glorifying the Lord! He will praise Him
throughout eternity! As soon as a man is cleansed from sin, he is clothed
with praise. A new song is put into his mouth and he must sing it—he
cannot help it! There is no stopping him.

Notice what titles Paul, here, heaps together. First, he calls the Lord
Jesus Christ a King. “Now unto the King eternal.” Or apply it to God the
Ever-Blessed, in His sacred Unity, if you will. He calls the Lord, King, for
he would give Him the loftiest name and pay Him the lowliest homage. He
calls Him a King, for he had found Him so, for it is a king that distributes
life and death, a king that pardons rebels, a king that reigns and rules
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over men. Jesus was all this to Paul and much more—and so he must give
Him the royal title—he cannot speak of Him as less than majestic! If Jesus
is not King to all the world, at least He is King to the man whose sins have
been forgiven him. “Now,” he says, “unto the King eternal be honor and
glory forever and ever.”

See how he puts it, “the King eternal.” Not a king who will lose his
kingdom; not a king who will cease to reign, or abdicate, or die. Oh, dear
Brothers and Sisters, the King that pardoned Paul is a King, today,
equally mighty to save! Eighteen hundred years after His great deed of

Grace to the chief of sinners He is still a King!—
“Jesus sits on Zion’s hill:
He can save poor sinners still.”

He sits upon the Throne of Mercy in the sovereignty of His Grace, in the
splendor of His love, in the majesty of His power, passing by 1n1qu1ty,
transgression and sin! Will you not bow before Him? Here, at this mo-
ment, I pause to do Him reverence—Glory be to the Lord Jesus, for He is
the King eternal!

Then he calls Him the King immortal. He is the King that always lives
by His own power and is, therefore, able to give life to dead souls! Blessed
be the name of the Savior that He died for sinners, but equally bl